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platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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METTET & SISl 10 E_cr Bﬁf H't% % f?_ﬁ’ FF %?ﬁl EepairsiReplacemeant Fepairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
fen 1&9"01'60( d"dH f e of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastering, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
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For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Rewriting History to Sugarcoat Caste

(Asian independent) Taking the French and
Russian Revolutions out of Class IX deprives
students of learning how ordinary people
fought against systemic oppression.

The French Revolution taught the world
about liberty, equality, and fighting against
born privilege.

The Russian Revolution taught how working
classes challenged economic injustice.
Removing these key events shields young
minds from learning that unjust social orders
can and should be challenged.

Sugarcoating the Caste System

The new textbook highlights that the ancient
varna system began as a “flexible” division of
labor, not a rigid birth-based caste system.
Focusing on an idealized origin story while
downplaying the centuries of brutal caste dis-
crimination that followed serves to sanitize
history:

(1) Hides Systemic Oppression: It minimizes
how caste turned into a rigid, violent system
enforcing untouchability, social exclusion,
and economic denial for millions.

(2) Shifts the Blame: Framing ancient social
structures as naturally good implies that caste

oppression was merely a late distortion,often
blaming foreign invasions or colonial rule
rather than indigenous social hierarchies.

(3) Erases Anti-Caste Heroes: When the
harsh reality of caste is softened, the monu-
mental struggles of anti-caste reformers like
Savitribai Phule, Jyotirao Phule, and B.R.
Ambedkar are stripped of their historical
urgency.

The Goal: Building a Fake “Golden Age”
This shift aligns directly with Hindutva ideol-
ogy, which seeks to present ancient India as a

harmonious, conflict-free “Golden Age.”

To maintain this image, internal injustices
like caste violence are sanitized, while global
ideas of secular revolution and class struggle
are discarded as foreign.

Conclusion

Teaching children that a deeply oppressive
caste system started out as a harmless, flexi-
ble social order is not objective history, it is
an defence of structural inequality. Replacing
real history with sanitized myths prevents the
next generation from recognising injustice

and demanding true equality.

Reference
1.https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/n
cert-delays-nazism-french-revolution-by-a-
y © a r - f o ro -
students/articleshow/131979601.cms?hl=en
2.https://www.indiaacademicfreedom.net/sch
ool-education/ncert-drops-french-russian-
revolutions-from-class-ix-books?hl=en
3.https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/top-
headlines/ncert-drops-french-russian-revolu-
tions-from-class-ix-books/?hl=en-
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The Paradox of Progress: Why Social Conflict Erupts and Why Reservations Persist

THE ASIAN
INDEPENDENT UK
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In a truly equal society,
progress for one group
would be celebrated by
all. Yet, history shows
that whenever margin-
alized communities
begin to rise, social
conflict almost always
follows. As Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar famously
pointed out, the domi-
nant groups in society
are rarely disturbed by
the suffering of the

oppressed; they are
disturbed when the
oppressed demand

equality. Conflict does
not start when people
are kept down—it
starts the moment they
begin to stand up.

“It is your claim to
equality which hurts
them. Thev want to
maintain the status
quo. If vou continue to
accept vou lowlv status
ungrudgingly, continue
to remain dirty, filthy,
backward, ignorant,

peace. The moment
you to rise vour level.
the conflict starts. — Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar”
This dynamic explains
why the debate over
India’s reservation
(affirmative action)
system remains so
intense. Critics of
reservations, such as
commentator Arun
Shourie, often argue
for an end to quotas in
the name of “merit’
and efficiency. They
suggest that because
caste discrimination is
officially illegal on
paper, everyone
should compete on
equal terms. However,
this perspective over-
looks a fundamental
truth: paper laws do

not instantly erase
centuries of social
privilege.

When critics focus

purely on test scores
and professional quali-

b

dismantled, tools like
reservations remain

fications, treat

social

they
advantage as
individual talent. A stu-
dent from a dominant

caste often inherits
family wealth, elite
social networks, and
superior educational
access. A marginalized
student often lacks all
three. Calling this a
‘level playing field”
ignores the massive
head start that privi-

lege provides. To dis-
mantle quotas without
first dismantling the
hidden advantages of
caste is to lock in
inequality while calling
it fairness.

This issue becomes
even more complex
when viewed through
the lens of political ide-
ologies like Hindutva.
While such move-
ments aim to unite all

face an internal contra-
diction. Admitting that
caste oppression is
still alive and growing
threatens the idea of a
unified society. As a
result, mainstream
political discourse
often tries to downplay
internal caste divi-
sions, treating the sys-
tem of reservations—
rather than the caste
system itself—as the
source of division.

Ultimately, genuine
equality cannot be
measured by what the
law says on paper, but
by how power and
opportunity are distrib-
uted in real life.
Pushback against mar-
ginalized groups is not
a sign that affirmative
action has failed; it is
proof that the old sta-
tus quo is being chal-
lenged. Until the social
barriers that keep peo-
ple oppressed are fully

essential for building a
truly just society.
Reference
1.https://www.boloji.co
m/articles/7046/dead-
ly-enemies-of-merit-
a n d -
excellence—iii?hl=en
2.https://scroll.in/arti-
cle/1022716/how-
arun-shourie-was-
wrong-about-vp-singh-
narendra-modi-and-br-
ambedkar?hl=en
3.Worshipping False
Gods, Arun Shourie
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London March to Continue as Indian Students Celebrate Major Victory

Indian Workers Association says education minister's resignation is only the first step in a wider struggle for justice and reform

London, 25 July 2026:
The Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain) has confirmed
that Sunday’s London
Day of Action, called by
the South Asia Solidarity
Group with the support of
other organisations, will

go ahead despite the
reported resignation of
India’s Education
Minister, Dharmendra

Pradhan, following weeks
of student-led protests.
The Association
described the resignation
as a major victory for stu-
dents and young people
who have organised
nationwide demonstra-
tions over examination
paper leaks, corruption,
unemployment and fail-
ures within India’s educa-
tion system.

However, it warned that
the departure of one min-
ister would not resolve
the wider concerns raised
by the movement.

In a statement, the organ-
isation said that the
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“charge sheet agalnst
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government
remained extensive, cit-
ing alleged attacks on
democratic rights, the use

of force against peaceful
protesters and a continu-
ing lack of accountability
over examination scan-
dals.

The Association called

TO ALL i

for meaningful education
reforms, protection for
those who participated in
demonstrations and an
independent investigation
into allegations of police
violence.

Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of the
Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), said:

“The resignation of the
Education Minister is a
huge victory for the
courage and resistance
of India’s students. But
this is only one step—
the struggle for justice,
accountability and dem-
ocratic rights must con-
tinue.

“The students are not
alone. We stand shoul-
der to shoulder with
them, and our solidarity
will continue until their
legitimate demands are
met.”

The London Day of
Action will take place on
Sunday, 26 July 2026,
beginning with a protest
and open mic at 3pm in
Trafalgar Square.
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Sital Singh Gill, General
Secretary of the IWA (GB)

Demonstrators will then
march towards the Indian
High Commission.

The event, called by the
South Asia Solidarity
Group, is expected to
bring together students,
trade unionists, members
of the Indian diaspora,
human-rights campaign-

ers and representatives
of community organisa-
tions.

The organisation con-
cluded its statement
with the message: “The
student protest contin-
ues. Our solidarity con-
tinues. The march con-
tinues.”

Assam flood situation remains grlm over 60 die, lakhs affected

Guwahati: The flood sit-
uation in eastern Assam
remains grim as 62 peo-
ple died till Friday and
hundreds of villages are
under water. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
called State chief minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma
to take stock of rescue
and relief operations in
the flood-hit 12 districts.
Expressing deep condo-
lences over the loss of
lives and properties, PM
Modi assured the people
of Assam of every possi-
ble support in their relief,

rehabilitation and
rebuilding efforts,
i n f o r m e d

Sarma.According to the
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority,
over 7 lakh people are
affected by the current
wave of Assam flood,
where nearly over 25,000
people arrived in hun-
dreds of relief camps,
set up by the concerned

administrations.
Sivasagar district is the
worst affected with 3.48

lakh sufferers, followed
by Charaideo and
Jorhat. Other flood-hit
districts include
Golaghat, Dibrugarh,
Hojai, Nagaon, Karbi
Anglong, Sonitpur,
Biswanath, Dhemaiji,
Kamrup, etc. Earlier,
Union home minister

Amit Shah also sought
an update from Sarma
over the flood
situation.The personnel
belonging to State

D|saster Response
Force, National Disaster
Response Force, Army,
Air Force along with local
administration officials
and volunteers continue
round-the-clock rescue
and relief operations.
Sarma specifically direct-
ed State ministers name-
ly Bimal Bora, Sushanta

Borgohain, Pijush
Hazarika, Keshav
Mahanta and Ajanta

Neog to look after the
missions on the ground.
However, thousands of
affected families are still

deprived of essential
relief materials including
drinking water and

healthcare aid as colos-
sal damages are report-
ed in a large number of
embankments, roads,
bridges and other infra-
structures.Assam

Governor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya also
chaired a high-level

review meeting with the
office-bearers belonging
to Assam unit of Indian

Cross

Red Society
(IRCS) at Lok Bhavan to
assess the ongoing
humanitarian response

for flood-affected people
across the State.
Stressing the need for a
robust and proactive
response, Governor
Acharya urged the con-
cerned parties to further
streamline its emergency
response mechanism
and also emphasized on
taking preventive meas-

ures to address the pos-
sible outbreak of water-
borne and vector-borne
diseases in the post-
flood period.Union ports,
shipping and waterways
minister Sarbananda
Sonowal expressed deep
concern over the severe
flood situation in eastern
Assam and assured all
possible support to the
State government.
Mentioning that Assam’s
flood situation was dis-
cussed in detail during
the recent Union Cabinet
meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Sonowal revealed
that both the Centre and
Assam government were
maintaining close coordi-
nation to deal with the
situation. The former
chief minister of Assam
also added that exten-
sive damages were
reported to agricultural
land, livestock and com-
mercial establishments.
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Gandhi and Ambedkar come allve at Jantar Mantar

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK
The on-going students’ protests at
Jantar Mantar are the burning subject
throughout the country and beyond.
The immediate cause of these
protests is the issue of paper leaks,
systemic flaws in the educational poli-
cies and establishment, and above all,
the perceived indifference and high
headedness of the GOI in handling
the situation. The newly formed socio-
political outfit, Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) under the stewardship of
Abhijeet Dipke and his associates
namely Sonam Wangchuk among
others are spearheading the protests
for the last two months or so. Sonam
Wangchuk with some students started
an indefinite hunger strike to press
their demands including resignation of
the Education Minister, Dharmendra
Pradhan. The political parties in the
opposition are, obviously, supporting
the protests to corner the government
led by PM Narendra Modi as expected

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A Retired
Career Diplomat.

in the democratic procedures and
norms. The things came to head on
July 20, the first day of the Monsoon
Session of the parliament, with the
‘Sansad Chalo’ call of the organizers
of the students’ protests. In spite of the
fact that the organisers of the protest
professed to go about peacefully to
exercise their democratic right to reg-
ister their protest and reiterate their
demands, it turned violent with the
alleged excessive use of force by the
police and other security parapherna-
lia on one hand and the alleged vio-
lence by the students and some said
to be anti-social elements penetrated
the protests. All these details are fully
available in the public domain both in
the print and electronic media. There
is no point in repeating or harping on
this.

My motivation to write on the subject
emanated from the comments and
assessments made by some of the
political pandits and analysts like;
Ashutosh among others in the

debates on TV channels and some
stakeholders in the public through
social media — With these protests,
both Mahatma  Gandhi and
Babasaheb Ambedkar have come
alive as a living voice which gave their
message directly — the message of

peaceful resistance of Mahatma
Gandhi and that of Babasaheb
Ambedkar; freedom of expression
with a sense of expression of freedom

Connect partner

as Gyansheel citizens. One of my
friends who follows these develop-
ments closely telephoned to underline
the relevance of Babasaheb in the
days to come in streamlining the
march of Bharat to its destination —
Vikshit Bharat. From the day one of
the protests at Jantar Mantar, the por-
trait of Babasaheb Ambedkar adorns
the stage and ‘Jai Bhim’ resonates in
the air. Both in the august chambers
and the precincts of the imposing

Parliament House’ Mahatma Gandhi
and Babasaheb Ambedkar are quoted
both by the Government and the
Opposition. Obviously it spreads to
Jantar Mantar in the vicinity and elates
the mood and resolve of ‘We the peo-
ple of India’ on one hand and cajoles
the Government to uphold the letter
and spirit of the constitution in han-
dling these issues of interest and con-
cern with utmost sincerity and consti-
tutional and human morality. Let us
not usher ourselves to the ‘Grammar
of Anarchy’ as warned by Babasaheb
Ambedkar in his last speech in the
Constituent Assembly on November
25, 1949. It is a matter of gratification
to note that the GOl and the
Protesters led by CJP are engaged in
talks and dialogue to end the logjam.
Sonam Wangchuk has ended his fast
after assurances from the GOI. | take
this opportunity to wish the on-going
talks to succeed and the caravan of
Bharat is not derailed — Bharat needs
both Gandhi and Ambedkar; it is for
sure.

Rulata Hai Tera Nazara Ae Hinduston!
Mujh Ko

Ke Ibrat Khaiz Hai Tera Fasana Sub
Fasanon Mein

Your spectacle makes me shed tears,
O India!

Your tales are admonitory among all
the tales

Tailpiece:-

Congratulations. GOl has accepted
the demands of the protesters led by

CJP. The agitation has been with-
drawn. It has been announced at a
joint press conference of GOI
Ministers; JP Nadda and Jatinder
Singh and CJlI representatives;
Gaurav Das and Ashutosh Ranka. Der
Ayat Darust Ayat. Abhijeet Dipke has
commented — Dunia jhukti hai;
Jhukane wala Chahie.

T ! T TS 3T foh & dehall § Tt

T &S A G T ST Y T ;B




www.samajweekly.com

Special

26/07/2026 2.1

Beyond the fast: The NEET protests, caste, and the crisis of education
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ENT UK
The people of this country
must be far more careful the
next time someone invokes
Gandhi and sits on a fast for
a public cause. It is important
not to elevate every protester
into a Gandhi or a Bhagat
Singh. Time and again, peo-
ple have been betrayed
because Gandhism itself has
often been used as a tool to
manage contradictions and
confuse public opinion. It is
also a fact that fasting has
historically been a practice
associated with dominant
castes, and not the political
path of Ambedkar, Phule, or
Periyar.
Fasting may be meaningful
for some, but it carries a very
different significance for mil-
lions of others who remain
hungry every day. Millions
survive on government subsi-
dies simply to end their daily
hunger. For communities
such as the Mushahars,
Doms, Kols, and many others
who struggle for survival
every single day, fasting does
not hold the same symbolic
value. More importantly,
would the nation respond to
their fasts with the same
urgency that it is displaying
now?
The other day, a friend from
the Safai Karmachari com-
munity asked me whether
they too could organize a
similar sit-in at Jantar
Mantar. He was confident
that gathering 5,000 people
would not be difficult. I told
him, however, that politi-
cians would hardly care
about their issues. Neither
the mainstream media nor
many self-proclaimed revo-
lutionaries have consistently
stood with India’s most mar-
ginalized communities.
Even in these gatherings, the
issues are often oversimpli-
fied. The moment caste and
reservation enter the discus-
sion, many so-called revolu-
tionaries or members of Gen
Z quietly disappear. It is not
true that this generation has
overcome the caste crisis. Far

from it. The BJP understands
these contradictions very
well and has repeatedly used
them to its political advan-
tage. Already, there are mur-
murs suggesting that the
demand for Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation is
linked to his belonging to the
Kurmi community. Whether
true or not, caste narratives
are quickly mobilized for
political purposes. Time and
again, the BJP has success-
fully capitalized on such con-
tradictions after mass move-
ments.
One positive aspect of the
current movement is that
Dalits, particularly
Ambedkarites, have support-
ed it from the very begin-
ning, despite the fact that
these protests are still not as
inclusive as they ought to be.
Sonam Wangchuk has now
ended his fast by drinking
juice offered by two minis-
ters at Medanta Hospital.
From the very beginning,
Wangchuk and his wife were
uncomfortable with his treat-
ment at Safdarjung Hospital
and consistently sought his
transfer to Medanta in
Gurugram. This detail may
have escaped many
observers, but it clearly
reflected his lack of confi-
dence in a government hospi-
tal. We all know who can
afford treatment at Medanta.
Ideally, Wangchuk could
have ended his fast at Jantar
Mantar alongside the stu-
dents and other protesters,
but he chose otherwise.
Nevertheless, it is good that
he has ended his fast. He has
played his role, and one
hopes that he will now
respect the collective will of
the students rather than seek
to impose his own.
Wangchuk undoubtedly
inspired thousands of young
people and gave the
Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) greater legitimacy.
However, the movement has
now spread across the coun-
try. While many students ini-
tially responded to the CJP’s
call, it is equally true that a
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large section of them have
developed considerable
goodwill toward Rahul
Gandhi. They have rejected
suggestions that Rahul
Gandhi merely attempted to
derive political benefit from
the movement. In fact,
Sonam Wangchuk’s wife’s
attempt to downplay Rahul
Gandhi’s protest outside the
Prime Minister’s residence
has been criticized by many
young protesters.

It is important that students
maintain an independent
movement, but they should
not ignore the political sup-

By Vidya
Bhushan Rawat

port extended by opposition
parties. The issue of NEET
has long been central to
Tamil Nadu’s politics, where
former Chief Minister M. K.
Stalin  has  consistently
demanded the abolition of
NEET. Many others are also
calling for the complete dis-
mantling of the National
Testing Agency (NTA). The
real issue extends beyond
one examination. It reflects
the deeper crisis that this
government has created with-
in India’s education system.

Have we not witnessed the
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systematic dismantling of our
universities and educational
institutions over the past
decade? Consider the circu-
lars issued by the University

of Delhi and Jawaharlal
Nehru University asking stu-
dents to refrain from partici-
pating in the protests at
Jantar Mantar. These univer-
sities historically led not only
student movements but also
broader democratic strug-
gles. Today, the government
has severely curtailed that
democratic space. What kind
of students are we creating if
they are no longer encour-
aged to think independently
or make informed decisions
for themselves?

Left parties and their student
organizations have been par-
ticipating in these protests
from the beginning. Yet the
media often presented the
movement as though Sonam
Wangchuk alone represented
it, apart from the CJP. The
reality is that the movement
has been sustained through
the pragmatic organizational
work of left parties and their
student organizations. Neha
Bora, President of the All
India Students’ Association
(AISA), along with her col-
leagues, has emerged as one
of the most dedicated and
principled leaders of this
movement, displaying
remarkable clarity and com-
mitment.

Similarly, the consistent sup-
port extended by
Ambedkarite leaders, includ-
ing Prakash Ambedkar and
Chandrashekhar Azad,
deserves proper acknowledg-
ment. The participation of
both Left and Ambedkarite

organizations has perhaps
been the most uncomfortable
aspect of this movement for
sections of liberal
Brahmanical secular opinion.
Yet one encouraging devel-
opment over the past fifteen
years has been the growing
realization that greater politi-
cal transformation is possible
if Left and Ambedkarite
forces work together.

Instead of endlessly revisit-
ing past differences and
blaming one another, these
forces should engage with
the pressing challenges fac-
ing the nation: communal-
ism, crony capitalism, and
the growing assault on con-
stitutional democracy.

On the issue of NEET and
the NTA, I wholeheartedly
support the long-standing
position of M. K. Stalin in
demanding the dismantling
of both institutions. Prakash
Ambedkar
Ambedkarite organizations
have voiced similar
demands. India requires a
comprehensive overhaul of
its examination system, and
students should not be satis-
fied with vague promises.
Furthermore, all major exam-
inations and their results over
the past decade should be
subjected to an independent
audit. Wherever discrepan-
cies or corruption are found,
thorough investigations must
follow. Those who obtained
qualifications through fraud-
ulent means should face legal
consequences and be perma-
nently barred from benefiting
from such corruption.
Providing quality education
to every child should be the
nation’s foremost priority.
The government must sub-
stantially increase the educa-
tion budget and reduce the
influence of private corporate
interests in public education.
India once had institutions
capable of maintaining credi-
bility, but they have been sys-
tematically weakened and
corrupted. As long as private
cronies continue to dominate
educational
paper leaks and corruption

and

and several

governance,

will remain inevitable.

These leaks are not isolated
incidents; they point toward a
deeper structural conspiracy.
Every examination whose
integrity has been compro-
mised should be thoroughly
reviewed. Equally important,
the erosion of the states’ role
in education under the pre-
text of creating a uniform
“national examination” must
end. States deserve a mean-
ingful role in designing and
administering educational
systems. Attempts to impose
a North Indian Brahmin-
Bania hegemony in the name
of “national” standards must
be firmly resisted.

So far, we have seen little
evidence of genuine reform.
The newly appointed secre-
tary carries a controversial
record that has already been
widely discussed in the
media. [ronically, on the very
day the government was
making fresh promises to stu-
dents, the alleged master-
mind of a paper leak report-
edly received a clean chit
from the CBI, while another
paper leak surfaced in BJP-
ruled Uttarakhand. Under
such circumstances, govern-
ment assurances inevitably
appear hollow. Students
understand these realities
better than many policymak-
ers seem to acknowledge.
Parliament must now debate
the crisis in education with
the seriousness it deserves
and strive to build a national
consensus on meaningful
reforms. For that to happen,
accountability cannot be
avoided. Those responsible
for repeated examination
failures and paper leaks must
be held accountable, and the
Education Minister must
accept political responsibility
for the systemic failures of
recent years.

Let us hope that wisdom pre-
vails, that
addresses the crisis with sin-
cerity, and that the current
deadlock finally gives way to
meaningful reform.

Parliament

*Human rights defender
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