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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
ACCREEON RS

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot
TV on walls, elc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Plastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
F.oof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Issues and Solutions Regarding OBC Castes in Haryana: A Review

Haryana, a region rich in
historical significance,
has been shaped by vari-
ous religions and castes,
particularly since the era
of the Mahabharata.
Among these groups, the
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) constitute a sig-
nificant demographic,
accounting for approxi-
mately 34% of the state’s
population of 2.82 crore.
The OBC  category
includes around 78 dis-
tinct castes, which are
entitled to a reservation
of 27% in jobs and edu-
cational institutions
throughout Haryana.
These OBCs are further
divided into two sub-
groups: OBC Block A
(16%) and OBC Block B
(11%).

The OBC population is
subject to an income
limit for the ‘creamy
layer’, currently set at I8
lakh. OBC Block A com-
prises about 18.93% of
the total state popula-
tion, while OBC Block B
makes up around
15.05%. Their primary
occupations include agri-
culture, dairy farming,
transportation, small-
scale industries, govern-
ment services, and vari-
ous roles in the private
sector.

Despite their substantial
numbers, a review of
data as of 2026 shows
that the representation of
OBCs in various sectors
is disproportionately
low. Many government
initiatives designed to
assist these communities
have encountered imple-
mentation challenges.
Additionally, while some
local leadership has
emerged, its influence on
policymaking is often
limited.

A critical issue is the
internal disparity within
the OBC  category.
Although certain castes
within the OBC-B sub-
group exhibit improved
participation in educa-
tion, administration, and
political spheres, those
in the OBC-A subcatego-
ry continue to face con-
siderable obstacles. This
situation highlights the
need for a comprehen-
sive survey and potential
sub-categorisation of
OBCs to ensure equi-
table distribution of ben-
efits. Furthermore, some
castes within the OBC
framework are landless
and struggle with unsta-
ble employment opportu-
nities.

Agriculture plays a vital

role in Haryana’s econo-
my, with 55% of OBC
families involved in
farming and animal hus-
bandry. However,
increasing family frag-
mentation and a shift
towards nuclear house-
holds are leading to
smaller landholdings.
The average landholding
for an OBC farmer is
about 1.5 acres, which is
significantly less than
the state average of 2.4
acres. This trend posi-
tions many OBC farmers
in marginal and small-
scale categories, hinder-
ing their ability to adopt
modern agricultural
practices. As farming
becomes less profitable,
many are forced to
migrate to urban areas in
search of better employ-
ment.

Currently, around 67% of
OBC farmers are classi-
fied as marginal or
small-scale, placing
them on the fringes of
the socioeconomic spec-
trum. In wurban areas,
approximately 40% of
the OBC population
works in the unorganised
sector, taking jobs as
auto-rickshaw drivers,
workers in roadside
eateries, and employees
in small factories. These
roles often provide limit-
ed access to capital,
insurance, and govern-
ment support.

The employment land-
scape presents a growing
crisis affecting not only
OBC youth but also all
young people in the
state. Data from the
Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE)
indicates an unemploy-
ment rate of 14.7%
among OBC individuals
aged 18-29, compared to
a state average of 12.1%.
Many degree holders in
Haryana find themselves
unemployed due to a lack
of reservation policies in
the private sector and for
contractual appoint-
ments.

Although there has been
a rise in enrolment in
educational institutions,
the quality of education
has stagnated. OBC
enrolment in primary
education stands at a
notable 98%, but this
number declines sharply
to just 31% after Class
12. In competitive exam-
inations for fields such
as engineering, medi-
cine, and civil services,
the success rate for the
general category is
below 40%. Factors con-
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tributing to this decline
include deteriorating
educational standards,
financial constraints,
limited access to coach-
ing and guidance, and
challenges in the home
environment.

The implementation of
27% reservation for
OBCs was initially
announced by then-
Prime Minister V.P.
Singh on August 7, 1990,
followed by an official
notification on August
13, 1990. This decision
faced judicial review in
the Supreme Court case
of Indra Sawhney. &
Others v. Union of India
on November 16, 1992.
A nine-judge bench
upheld the 27% reserva-
tion while capping total
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caste-based reservations
at 50%, with subsequent
government notifications
confirming this ruling on
September 13, 1993.

According to the Census
of India, the populations
of Scheduled Castes
(SC) and Scheduled
Tribes (ST) are recorded
at 16.6% and 8.6%,
respectively, while Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
account for 52% of the
nation’s total population.
This distribution has led
to a reservation quota of

50% for SC, ST, and
OBC categories com-
bined, which together

represent 74.12% of the
population. In contrast,
the general category,
which encompasses
25.28% of the popula-
tion, was also allocated

50% of the available
seats. However, the
introduction of the

‘creamy layer’ rule has
diluted the reservation
policy, posing challenges
for backward classes.

Despite this, debates
around caste-based
reservations continue,

yet many Members of
Parliament (MPs),
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs),
national media represen-
tatives and intellectuals
seem to remain silent on

critical issues. These
include payment-based
reservations for Non-

Resident Indians (NRIs)
in medical and profes-
sional courses, service
extensions and post-
retirement re-employ-
ment within the bureau-
cracy, lateral entry into
civil services, and hiring
practices in universities
that prioritise profes-
sional experience over
academic qualifications.
Between 1993 and 2024,
several chief ministers
from the general catego-
ry—namely Bhajan Lal,
Bansi Lal, Om Prakash
Chautala, Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, and
Manohar Lal Khattar—
served in Haryana, yet
none effectively imple-
mented the Supreme
Court’s directives con-
cerning reservations.
During this period,
Haryana’s reservation
quota was set at a mere
15%. This changed in
mid-2024 when Manohar
Lal Khattar was succeed-
ed by Nayab Singh Saini,
an OBC leader. In a
strategic move aimed at
consolidating voter sup-
port ahead of the elec-
tions, Saini announced
that the reservation limit
would increase from
15% to 27%, and the
income ceiling for the
‘creamy layer’ would
rise from 6 lakh to I8
lakh. This adjustment is
anticipated to extend
reservation benefits to
approximately 4.5 lakh
more families, potential-
ly enhancing electoral
support for the BJP.

The increase in the
‘creamy layer’ income
threshold, excluding

salary and agricultural
income from the calcula-
tion, is a significant
change. The government
has allocated between
%900 crore and X1.2 lakh
to assist 1.2 lakh stu-
dents under the post-
matric scholarship
scheme, facilitating their
admission into educa-
tional institutions.
However, while financial
support is crucial, it does
not ensure academic suc-
cess. Therefore, it is pro-

posed that the govern-
ment create residential
coaching centres and
counselling cells in
every administrative
division. This initiative
aims to bolster the OBC
community’s skill sets,
though appointments
within these centres
should be based solely
on merit, devoid of polit-
ical influence. Regular
evaluations and inspec-
tions by a government-
formed expert commit-
tee, predominantly com-
prising OBC members,
are also recommended.

Despite the increase in
reservation quotas within
the administration, pro-
portional representation
has faced challenges.
The Haryana government
currently employs
around 3.6 lakh regular
staff alongside 1.1 lakh
personnel  from  the
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam (HKRN).
Previous OBC represen-
tation stood at 15%
among Group A and B
officers and 27% among
Group C and D employ-
ees. New announcements
from the government aim
to achieve 27% represen-
tation across all groups,
including a  special
recruitment drive to
address backlog vacan-
cies for the BC-A and
BC-B categories, poten-
tially creating 6,400 new
positions and filling
6,000 backlog vacancies.
However, the current sit-
uation reveals lower than
expected OBC represen-
tation in higher adminis-
trative roles, with esti-
mates indicating they
make up only 9% to 11%
of Group A and about
13% of Group B posi-
tions. Historical data
from the Haryana gov-
ernment (2003-2016)
reflects that OBC repre-
sentation in government
jobs is significantly less
than that of SCs. Current
figures for 2023-24 indi-
cate a total workforce of
413,733 in the govern-
ment sector and facto-
ries, 1,310,533 employ-
ees in organised sectors,
and 66,865 across vari-
ous public corporations
and agencies. However,
There is a lack of specif-
ic breakdowns by OBC
and SC categories. In
light of this, the Haryana
government has subdi-
vided the SC category
into ‘Other SC’ and
‘Deprived SC’, dedicat-
ing 10% of the 20%
quota to the latter. It is
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suggested that a similar
‘Most Deprived’ sub-cat-
egory within the OBC
group be established,
along with a correspon-
ding special quota.

Enrolment in educational
institutions has seen a
significant increase;
however, the quality of
education has not
improved. In Haryana,
the enrolment of Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
students in primary edu-
cation has reached an
impressive 98%. Despite
this achievement, data
from UDISE Plus for
2024-25 shows that OBC
enrolment at the second-
ary and higher secondary
levels 1is considerably
lower, with figures
standing at 27.7% for
grades 9-10 and 27.9%
for grades 11-12. The
transition rate from pri-
mary to higher secondary
education is just 29.2%,
which is significantly
below the national aver-
age at all educational
levels.

This situation raises seri-
ous concerns since edu-
cation is crucial for
progress. Success rates
in competitive examina-
tions—such as those for
engineering, medicine,
and civil services—
remain below the 40%
threshold observed in the
general category.
Although the Haryana
Government has initiated
several measures to
address these issues,
their effectiveness has
been limited.
Contributing factors
include declining educa-
tional standards, insuffi-
cient coaching and
career guidance, chal-
lenging home environ-
ments, and issues such as
parental unemployment
and financial difficulties.
Moreover, the employ-
ment crisis is affecting
youth broadly, with
severe implications for
both OBCs and other cat-
egories. According to
CMIE data, the unem-
ployment rate among
OBC individuals aged
18-29 is 14.7%, which
exceeds the state average
of 12.1%. To address this
issue, there is a call for
reservation policies that
reflect the OBC popula-
tion share, advocating
for their implementation
in contractual appoint-
ments across schools,
colleges, and universities
(continew page 26)
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IWA (GB) Welcomes New Immigration Protection for
UK-Born Children but Opposes Graduate Visa Cut

8 |

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK
Leicester, 11 July — The Indian
Workers Association (Great Britain)
(IWA (GB)) has welcomed a change
to the UK’s Immigration Rules that
will provide greater legal certainty
for children born in Britain to parents
holding Graduate Route visas, while
expressing concern over the
Government’s planned reduction of
the Graduate Route from two years
to 18 months for most new appli-
cants from January 2027.

Under the revised rules, a child born
in the UK during a parent's
Graduate Route permission will be
able to apply from within the UK as
that parent’s dependant. The IWA
(GB) said the amendment removes
an unfair gap in the previous
Immigration Rules and provides
greater certainty for families living
lawfully in Britain.

Commenting on the changes, Sital
Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
IWA (GB) and an Immigration
Expert, said the organisation sup-
ported practical reforms that pro-
tected children but believed the
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UK economy and make an impor-
tant contribution to our universities,
research, businesses and public
services. While we welcome this
positive change for UK-born chil-
dren, reducing the Graduate Route
from two years to 18 months risks
making Britain less competitive in
attracting talented students from
around the world.”

Mr Gill also urged students and their
families not to be misled by inaccu-
rate claims circulating on social
media.

“The new rule does not automatical-
ly grant British citizenship to every
child born in the UK. It simply
enables eligible UK-born children of
Graduate Route holders to apply for
immigration permission as depen-
dants under the revised rules.”

The IWA (GB) called on the
Government to reconsider the
planned reduction in the Graduate
Route and adopt an immigration
policy that is fair, evidence-based
and recognises the valuable contri-

billions of pounds each year to the o British society.

Issues and Solutions Regarding OBC Castes in Haryana: A Review

ment

and within the private
sector.

The OBC community in
Haryana seeks represen-
tation that accurately
reflects its population
size, rather than just
sympathy. It is essential
to implement the 27%
reservation quota and
address the backlog of
vacancies. Furthermore,
it is recommended that
the Haryana government
publish an annual report
on this matter every
August 15th. Initiatives
should include educa-
tional and skill develop-
ment missions, granting
outstanding OBC stu-
dents access to free
coaching, laptops, and
placement assistance.
Additionally, the estab-
lishment of an ‘OBC
Enterprise Fund’ of X500
crore is proposed to pro-
vide interest-free loans
of up to 325 lakh.

To reduce internal com-
petition and foster unity,
quarterly dialogues
involving the BC-A and
BC-B categories are also
suggested. Ultimately,

the OBC community is
vital to Haryana’s devel-
opment, and genuine
progress can only be
achieved through the
proper implementation
of government initia-
tives. Reservation
should be recognised as
a right for underprivi-
leged sections, rather
than as an act of charity.
Achieving these rights
requires awareness,
organisation, unity, and
active struggle.
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FIR should be filed immediately against Meerut SSP Avinash Pandey

Special
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who lathi-charged SC community: Begampura Tiger Force

The Constitution gives every citizen the right to peacefully protest and seek justice: Bunty, Raju, Rahul

Hoshiarpur, (Asian
independent) (Tarsem |
Diwana) — In Meerut,

Uttar Pradesh, a Dalit girl
Lalita Gautam, who was
first kidnapped by some
miscreants and then raped
and then murdered by
pouring acid on her, has
been accused of inhuman
torture and lathi-charge by
the Meerut Police and the
current SSP of Meerut
Police, Abhinash Pandey.
Begampura Tiger Force’s
Bunty Haryana President
Halka Sham Churasi,
Amrik Singh Raju, Rahul
Kalota, Ravindra, Raman,
Ishan have strongly con-
demned the incident. The
leaders of the force
described this incident as
a blatant violation of
democracy and funda-
mental rights of the
Constitution. They said
that in Meerut’s T.P. Nagar
area, a woman from the

SC community, Lalita
Gautam, was murdered,
whose body was recov-
ered from the Rohta area
on May 17. They said that
when the victim’s family
and people from the SC
community were peace-
fully protesting for justice
at the Collectorate,
Meerut SSP  Avinash

Pandey openly slapped
and misbehaved with the
protesters. He said that in
the videos that went viral
on social media, it can be
seen that the arrogant SSP
Avinash  Pandey  of
Meerut, who was also
detained by the police,
entered the vehicle and
beat up the advocate Ravi

Gautam badly, due to
which the victim lawyer
had to take the terrible
step of trying to commit
suicide (hanging himself)
inside the van! He said
that on one hand, while
the police is registering
cases against the protest-
ers by falsely accusing
them of “causing a traffic
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jam and disturbing the
atmosphere”, on the other
hand, instead of giving
justice to the victims, they
are trying to suppress their
voice. The leaders of
Begampura Tiger Force
said that SSP Avinash
Pandey, who raised his
hand on the protesters and
the lawyer, should be dis-
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missed immediately and a
case should be registered
against him. They said

. that a high-level inde-

pendent  investigation
should be conducted into
the viral video so that the
hooliganism of the police
administration can be
exposed. He said that the
Constitution of the coun-

. try gives every citizen the

right to peacefully protest
and seek justice. He said
that the police should stop
abusing their power to
suppress the voice of
common citizens and the
Dalit community. Finally,
the Begampura Tiger
Force has warned that if
the victim’s family does
not get justice soon and
strict action is not taken
against the accused police
officers including SSP
Avinash Pandey, then the
organization will launch a
fierce struggle.

el ol =

——

Bamnmer

= Stickers

» Hamydd BEill
= Camilendar
= ertificate

= hdd Card




www.samajweekly.com

Naresh Banga (1956-2026) — A Life of Defiance and
Discovery From Rebellion to Buddhist Awakening

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Early Life

Naresh Banga passed
away in the early hours
of Wednesday, 24th
June 2026, at the age of
seventy. He leaves
behind a legacy that
defies easy categorisa-
tion—a man who was at
once a rebel and a seek-
er, a poet and a pragma-
tist, an Ambedkarite to
some and a Buddhist to
all who truly knew him.
Naresh Banga was born
on 1 June 1956 in India
and arrived in England
at the age of ten in
1967, following his
father, Sundar Lal, who
had come to England in
1962. At that tender
age, Naresh was not
particularly knowledge-
able about the world
around him, and his
early years in England
were marked by confu-
sion and a quiet curiosi-
ty he was afraid to
express.

When he first arrived in
England, the house he
went to had a photo-
graph of Babasaheb Dr
Ambedkar belonging to
Mr Magi Ram at
Beaconsfield Road,
Southall. After some
time, young Naresh
asked whose photo it
was. He was told it was
Dr Ambedkar and that
Dr Ambedkar was equal
to the six great men in
the world. Naresh took
this literally, believing
it meant Dr Ambedkar
was equal to six men,
and wondered how this
could be possible.
Being poorly educated,
he could not grasp the
significance and was
afraid to ask questions,
fearing others would
laugh at him. He recalls
that there are two types
of “nalayak”—those
who simply do not
understand—and those
who deliberately choose
not to understand.

His parents grew frus-
trated with him. As he

grew older, he learned
that his father had met
Dr Ambedkar in Delhi.
This revelation sparked
arguments between
father and son, as
Naresh believed meet-
ing Dr Ambedkar was a
matter of great honour.
Many who met Dr
Ambedkar would speak
proudly of their encoun-
ters, and Naresh felt his
father should have been
on the front line of
advocacy. Around the
age of eighteen, these
conversations began,
and Naresh grew
increasingly angry that
his father was not very
interested despite hav-
ing met such a great fig-
ure.

His father knew many
other  people from
Delhi, including Magi
Ram and Faqir Singh
Virdee, but they would
only say they had seen
Dr Ambedkar and noth-
ing more. When Naresh
once questioned why Dr

Ambedkar embraced
Buddhism, someone
replied that it was

because it was the easi-
est way to meet God—a
claim Naresh found
laughable, knowing that
Dr Ambedkar never
believed in such things.
When he questioned
further, he was dis-
missed with the typical
Indian attitude: “I was-
n’t born yesterday; how
can you teach us any-
thing?”

Discovering Dr
Ambedkar and
Buddhism
It wasn’t until he was
around twenty-five or
twenty-six that Naresh
truly began to discover
Babasaheb. He read
“Federation Vs
Freedom” but did not
understand it. He then
turned to Punjabi trans-
lations by LR Balley,
Bhagwan Dass, and
Surendra Ajnat, which
helped him gain some
knowledge. The process
took a long time, but his
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Naresh

interest was genuine,
and he persevered.

His introduction to
Buddhism came through
an unexpected route:
Zen Buddhism. While at
the library, he found a
book on Zen Buddhism
and initially confused it
with Jainism. He was
struck by a story about
a man who went to a
Zen Master and claimed
God takes care of him.
When he asked the Zen
Master to explain the

Sat Pal Muman

easiest way to God, the
Master held the man’s
head underwater. When
the man gasped for air,
the Master explained
that when he needed
God more than oxygen,
then he would show him
God. This story fasci-
nated Naresh, and he
began reading more

Banga

about Zen Buddhism,

finding many such
interesting stories.

Much later, he read
“Buddha and his
Dhamma,” by Dr
Ambedkar, though he
found it challenging,

requiring a handy dic-
tionary to understand.
He read it five or six
times and discovered
something new each
time. When he asked his
father about it, he was

told to ask someone
else. The beauty of
“Buddha and his
Dhamma,” Naresh

believed, is that you can
open any page and learn
something new. He once
told Dr Shrikant Borkar,
his associate, who holds
a PhD in Anthropology,
that you could do a PhD
on just one sentence
from the book. For
example, the concept
that we were not created
by God but evolved,
which traces back to
Darwin’s theory.

He also read “Ranade,
Gandhi and Jinnah” by
Dr Ambedkar, which
was equally demanding,
with an unending
stream of references.

Despite the challenging
writing style, he never
gave up. Unlike many
other texts, “Buddha
and his Dhamma” has
no references—that
work, according to
Naresh, was done by
Bhadant Dr Anand
Kausalyan in the Hindi
translation. Naresh con-
sidered Dr Ambedkar
the greatest teacher and
often wondered whether
people would be able to

understand his teach-
ings.

Naresh’s formal intro-
duction to the

Ambedkarite communi-
ty came through the Dr

Ambedkar Buddhist
Association, formed in
Southall in 1976 at
Mansell Road,

Greenford, Middlesex.
Harbans Lal Virdee, Mr
Bakshi Birdi, Mr Prabh

Dyal, Mr Madan
Saroye, Mr Kishore
Saroye, Mr Chaman Lal
Virdee, Mr Ramesh
Klair, Mr Bakshi
Dhanda, and Mr
Mohinder Birdi were
among the early
founders.

In 1981, Bhaiya Saheb,
Dr Ambedkar’s son

Yashwant Rao, visited
England and stayed at
Naresh’s family home at
4 Trinity Road,
Southall. Naresh recalls
that Bhaiya Saheb was
drinking heavily during
his stay.

His father did not par-
ticipate in the Dr
Ambedkar Buddhist
Association, as, accord-
ing to Naresh’s young
mind, he was not inter-

ested 1in Buddhism.
Naresh’s Dhamma guru
was Venerable Dr

Saddhatissa, who gave
him the Deeksha and
issued a card that
Naresh kept in his pock-
et for the rest of his life.
Dr Saddhatissa was a
Sri Lankan Buddhist
monk present at the
Historic Deeksha cere-
mony when Dr
Ambedkar embraced
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Buddhism in Nagpur,
India, on 14th October
1956.

Naresh’s path to

Buddhism was influ-
enced by several key
figures. Mr Jagdish
Leal, K.C. Leal’s son,
was instrumental in
inspiring and support-
ing him. In 1973, when
Naresh was seventeen,
he took Deeksha on
May 13th, before the
larger Deeksha ceremo-
ny in West Bromwich on

June 3rd, 1973. He
became a Buddhist
before becoming an

Ambedkarite, a distinc-
tion he maintained. Mr
K C Leal, his father’s
cousin, wrote a book
about the pioneers of
the Buddhist movement
in the UK, edited by
Nanak Chand Rattu, Dr
Ambedkar’s private sec-
retary and published by

the Dr Ambedkar
Memorial Committee
GB.

Embracing Buddhism
His entire family took
Deeksha: Mr Sundar Lal

(father), Mrs Chanan
Kaur (mother), Mr
Yashpal Banga (elder

brother), Miss Urmilla
Banga( younger sister),
Miss Sangeeta Banga (
younger sister) Shekhar
Banga (younger broth-
er), also known as
Shekhar Bodhkar, was
living in India at the

time. When Jagdish
came to live in Southall,
he made a strong
impression on the entire
family, and Naresh
believes that without
Jagdish, he would not
have embraced
Buddhism.

In 1977, Naresh held
the first Buddhist wed-
ding in his family and
among relatives. There
were no rituals, as he
had asked for an expla-
nation about rituals but
received none. There
was no dowry either. He
was an adamant young
man who never fol
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Naresh Banga (1956-2026) — A Life of Defiance and
Discovery From Rebellion to Buddhist Awakening

lowed orders, refused
to study in the con-
ventional way or go to
university, and defied
his parents.

As a young man,
Naresh was interested
in communism
because communists
did not believe in
God. He never
believed in God and
never went to any
religious place of
worship. His rebel-
lious nature was evi-
dent from an early
age. In school, during
Christian assemblies,
he used to walk out.
The headmaster wrote
a letter to his father,
and when asked what
difference it made
whether he attended,
he insisted it made a
difference to him.

Rebel Truant

His religious teacher
at school once fell ill,
and when the head-
master took over the
class, Naresh declared
he was not interested
and was told to stand
outside. Jagdish came
to his rescue, and the
school demanded a
letter from his parents
to exclude him from
religious instruction.
Naresh forged his
father’s signature and
stopped going to
assemblies, instead
playing truant. Once,
when a lady religious
teacher asked who
Jesus was, Naresh
replied bluntly, “Jesus
was a ¥¥*F¥EX > The
teacher corrected him,
saying he was the son
of God, but Naresh
insisted he didn’t
believe in God. He
was expelled from
school at around six-
teen or seventeen. He
again contacted
Jagdish, approached
the school, and agreed
not to disrupt class,
though he continued

to  disagree  with
Christians, Sikhs,
Hindus, and Muslims
and anyone who
believed in God in
school.

The school regularly
wrote to his parents
about truancy, and he
forged his father’s
signature in reply.
Once, he didn’t attend
school for two weeks,
and Mr Mukherjee, a
Bengali teacher, came
to their house. When
Naresh arrived home
at the same time, the
teacher slapped him,
but Naresh insisted he
didn’t want to study.
Strangely, he became
interested in poetry
despite being dull in
most subjects.

Once, when he was
sick and requested a
letter from his father,
a mismatch in his
forged signature was
caught, and he came
clean about his decep-
tions. He was told to
attend school regard-
less of whether he
failed. He felt he was
forced into studying
Radio and TV engi-
neering, which he did-
n’t understand at all.
Under pressure to
study, he took his
books into the garden
and burned them.
Again, Jagdish came
to his rescue, telling
his parents that
Naresh was not inter-
ested in studying and
that he had begun
looking for a job.

Naresh studied Koans
in Zen Buddhism very
early on, which may
have influenced his
rebelliousness. He
connected with com-
munists because of
their atheism. After
embracing Buddhism,
he became interested
in Vedas and Puranas,
finding the  Shiv
Purana sexually
explicit and seeing no
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spirituality in them.
He read “Critique of
Vedas” by Surendra
Ajnat in the late
1980s, which greatly
influenced him, along
with “Hinduism—
Dharam ya Klunk”
(meaning Hinduism—
religion or disgrace),
by L.R. Balley, in
three volumes.

He spent three years
at Ambedkar Centre,
Featherstone Road,
Southall, helping with
renovation after the
building was damaged
by fire. Mr Gautam
Chakraborty had
promised to acknowl-
edge his work, but
Naresh 1insisted he
was doing it because
he wanted to, not for
recognition. Naresh
oversaw the library
and was available 24
hours a day. The only
acknowledgement he
received was none,
and he left the group
around 1988 due to a
lack of transparency.

Artist

Poet, and

Activist

involvement in
the film industry
began through Mr
Firdaus Ali, an Asian
Arts Director and
poet, who had the
power to make anyone

His

famous. If a film or
drama needed a
dancer, Firdaus Ali
had the CVs of many
artists. Naresh and

Firdaus Ali
good friends.

became

Naresh’s artistic sen-
sibility extended to
poetry. As a young

man, he attended
poetry symposia in
Hindi, Punjabi, and

Urdu. He taught him-
self Urdu. He wrote
poems about Dr
Ambedkar, though he
was never fully satis-
fied with them. At
poetry symposia, he

recited Urdu poetry,
moving in circles that
included figures such
as Gulzar, whom he
had met at Firdaus
Ali’s house.

He met Jabbar Patel
through Firdaus Ali
when Jabbar Patel
came to make a film
about Dr Ambedkar.
Naresh studied the
script all night, taking
notes and providing
feedback. He objected
to several points,
including a scene in
which advice was
attributed to Sardar
Patel when Dr
Ambedkar went to the
USA, which was
incorrect. Another
scene showed
Ramabai, Dr
Ambedkar’s wife,
going before the gods
for aarti, which
Naresh opposed and
was deleted.
Regarding Deeksha
Day, he requested that
the twenty-two vows
Dr Ambedkar gave at

the mass Buddhist
conversion in Nagpur
be included, but
Jabbar Patel
explained that the
film was financed by
the Indian

Government and that
it wouldn’t go down
well, though he
agreed to include two
or three vows.

Naresh also became
involved in other
films, including Dev
Anand’s “The
Gangster” and
“Bandit Queen.” He
suggested displaying
a photo of Dr
Ambedkar in Indian
films, which have
appeared in several,
though he does not
take credit for it.
While the Gandhi film
was being made, he
questioned why Dr
Ambedkar was
excluded, but Richard
Attenborough

remained quiet and
made no comments.
Asserting His
Intellectual Agency

Once, he was invited
to India House,
London, for an annual
Ambedkar Jayanti
event organised by
the Federation of
Ambedkarite and
B uddhis't
Organisations
(FABO). His
Excellency, L M
Singhvi, the High
Commissioner of
India, gave a talk and
said that Buddha was
the 9th/10th incarna-
tion of Vishnu.
Naresh asked why
FABO was not object-
ing to Singhvi’s state-
ment?

Later, Naresh was
introduced by Mr S L
Ginda to India’s High
Commissioner, L M
Singhvi, as an
“Ambedkarite.”
Naresh corrected him:
“I am not an
Ambedkarite; I am a
Buddhist.” When
Singhvi asked what
the difference was,
Naresh replied,
“When you have a
PhD, you don’t say I
am a BA or an MA.”

Beyond his intellectu-
al pursuits, Naresh
was an accomplished
artist. In his living
room, he personally
hand-painted an
image of the Buddha
on the wall—a quiet,
enduring testament to
his faith and creative
spirit. The painting
was not merely deco-
rative but devotional,
a daily reminder of
the path he had cho-

sen.
Dedication, Moral
Courage and
Generosity

Naresh will be
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remembered for his
good humour, dedica-
tion, moral courage,
generosity and unwa-
vering commitment to
the Ambedkarite and
Buddhist movement.

He was also a close
confidant of Mr
Surinder Jhalli, for-
mer president of the
Dr Ambedkar
Memorial Committee
GB. The two were in
regular contact, often
speaking for hours on
the phone. In his final
will, Naresh left his
house in Southall as
dana to the Dr
Ambedkar Memorial
Committee GB.
Naresh was honoured
by the Committee at a
public event held on
14th April 2024.

Journey’s End

Naresh’s journey
from a rebellious,
confused young man
to a committed
Buddhist and advo-
cate for Dr
Ambedkar’s teach-
ings is marked by
intellectual curiosity,
personal struggle,
and a determination
to understand the
world on his own
terms. His  story
reflects the broader
experience of many
Indian immigrants in
the UK who found in
Buddhism a path to
dignity and self-
respect, and in Dr
Ambedkar’s teach-
ings a framework for
understanding their
place in the world.

Naresh Banga is sur-
vived by his wife,
Mohinder, his family,

and the countless
lives he touched
through his quiet

activism, his art, and
his unwavering com-
mitment to the truth
as he understood it.
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The Manufactured Saint: How the Corporate
Elite Sanitized MLK to Stop Revolution

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
The version of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. taught in
schools and celebrated by
major corporations is a
myth. The political and
corporate establishment
has reduced his entire
legacy to a single, safe
sentence from 1963 about
the “content of their char-
acter.”

This “whitewashing” was
a tactical move born of
deep fear. The elite urgent-
ly needed a safe, non-vio-
lent icon to quiet the rage
of the Black masses and
directly counter the revo-
lutionary, uncompromised
rise of Malcolm X.

To see the real history, we
must confront a stark real-
ity: the state-approved
King is a fiction. Beneath
the polished corporate
image lies a deeply flawed
human being whose pri-
vate life, academic fraud,
and late-career radicalism
directly contradict the
fairy tale of the perfect
“man of God.”

1. The Weapon of Peace:
Countering Malcolm X

In the 1960s, the ruling
class faced an crisis: a
boiling domestic rebellion
led by a generation of
Black Americans who
were done waiting for
basic rights. The ultimate
symbol of this defiance
was Malcolm X. Malcolm
did not beg for integration;
he demanded human
rights, defended self-
defense, and called white
supremacy an incurable
disease.

To crush Malcolm’s grow-
ing influence, the corpo-
rate and political elite ele-
vated and distorted King.
By promoting King’s
early philosophy of non-
violent, turn-the-other-
cheek integration, the
establishment signaled to
Black America that this
was the only acceptable
way to protest.

However, this corporate
sanitization entirely erased
the radical King of 1967
and 1968. In his final
years, King broke com-
pletely with the white lib-
eral establishment. On
April 4, 1967, at Riverside
Church in New York, he
delivered a searing anti-

war speech, directly
confronting his own
government:

“I knew that I could never
again raise my voice
against the violence of the
oppressed in the ghettos
without having first spo-
ken clearly to the greatest
purveyor of violence in
the world today: my own
government.”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
“Beyond Vietnam: A Time
to Break Silence” speech,
Riverside Church, New
York City (April 4, 1967).
By 1968, King shifted his
focus from legal integra-
tion to a class-based war
on economic inequality.
He Dbegan explicitly
attacking capitalism and
organizing a multiracial
coalition of the poor. In an
interview published just

days before his
assassination, he stated
plainly:

“In a sense you could say
we are engaged in the
class struggle.”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
interview with writer Jose
Yglesias, published in The
New York Times
Magazine (March 1968,
titled “The Dr. King You
Don’t Know”).

By the time he was killed,
King’s radical economic
message had turned the
country against him, polls
showed nearly 75% of
Americans viewed him
unfavorably. The elite did
not embrace King because
he was safe; they killed his
radical message and resur-
rected his ghost as a
peaceful “corporate
mascot”.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

2. Plagiarism, Prostitutes,
and Deception

To maintain this corporate
myth, the establishment
had to bury the deeply
troubling realities of
King’s personal life. For a
man claiming divine
authority as a Christian
minister, King’s private
record reveals a staggering
double life.

First, his foundational

intellectual achievements
were built on deception:

(I) The Dissertation: In
1990, a formal investiga-
tion by the Martin Luther
King Jr. Papers Project at
Stanford University dis-
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covered that King had
heavily plagiarized large
sections of his 1955 doc-
toral dissertation at Boston
University, systematically
copying text from a fellow
student, Jack Boozer,
without proper attribution.
(IT) The Speech: His icon-
ic “I Have a Dream”
speech heavily borrowed
its imagery, structure, and
the famous “let freedom
ring” sequence from a

1952 address delivered by
Black lawyer and politi-
cian Archibald Carey Jr. at
the Republican National
Convention in Chicago.
Second, declassified FBI
surveillance files paint a
picture  of  reckless
personal behavior:

The Secret Tapes: Under J.
Edgar Hoover’s COIN-
T E L P R O
(Counterintelligence
Program), the FBI heavily
wiretapped King’s hotel
rooms. Declassified intel-
ligence summaries allege
that King frequently hired
both Black and white
prostitutes. One specific
memo details an incident
in December 1964, claim-
ing King’s entourage
brought white prostitutes
into their hotel rooms in
Oslo, Norway, the night
before he accepted the
Nobel Peace Prize.

3. The Ambedkar
Paradox: Is it a Wise
Comparison?

When some organizations
compare King with Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, they are
engaging in a highly selec-
tive reading of history.
While both led underclass-
es against ancient hierar-
chies (Jim Crow and the
Hindu caste system), their
structural attributes and
lives were completely
opposite.

Dr. Ambedkar was a man
of uncompromising intel-
lectual and personal disci-
pline. He was a rigorous

jurist, an economist, and a
constitutional architect.
Ambedkar knew that lib-
eration would not come
from appealing to the

moral conscience of the

oppressor. He famously
rejected the spiritualized,
non-violent  persuasion
tactics of Mahatma
Gandhi, tactics very simi-
lar to King’s early meth-
ods. Instead, Ambedkar
chose the path of hard
legal engineering, codify-
ing rights, quotas, and
structural protections
directly into the Indian
Constitution.
Furthermore, Ambedkar’s
personal life carried none
of King’s moral compro-
mises. When Ambedkar
found the religious frame-
works of his birth country
structurally corrupt, he did
not compromise; he for-
mally renounced
Hinduism and led millions
of his followers to
Buddhism

King, remained a Baptist
minister while routinely
violating his own theology
in secret.

Historical Reality

(I) Primary Method

Dr. Ambedkar:
Constitutional law, institu-
tional design, structural
secession.

Dr. King :

Mass mobilization, moral
persuasion, direct action.
(ID) Intellectual Integrity
Dr. Ambedkar:

Rigorous academic; multi-
disciplinary  doctorates;
original economic treatis-
es.

Dr. King:

Heavily plagiarized PhD
dissertation;  borrowed
core speech frameworks.
(IIT) State & Corporate
Dr. Ambedkar:

Treatment constantly
resisted and marginalized
by the ruling elite during
and after his life.

Dr. King:

Sanitized post-death by

the corporate state to serve
as a pacifying historical
icon.
Conclusion:
Beyond the Myth
The corporate sanitization
of Martin Luther King Jr.
serves the rulers, not the
ruled. By erasing his late-
stage critique of capital-
ism and amplifying his
early calls for peace, the
corporate elite created a
narrative that instructs
modern marginalized
communities to  wait
patiently for justice.
Comparing King to
Ambedkar is only wise if
we strip away the state-
sponsored mythology. The
lesson of King is the les-
son of the “flawed vessel”:
a leader can be academi-
cally dishonest, personally
compromised, and
weaponized by the state,
yet still possess a radical
mass mobilization strategy
that can be reclaimed by
the oppressed.
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The Turning Tide: How the Kashmiri
Dlaspora Shlfted Focus onto Pakstan

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

A Political Analysis

For decades, the dis-

pute over Kashmir has

been a major focus of

international politics.

Historically, the
Government of
Pakistan actively

encouraged the large
Kashmiri community
living in the United
Kingdom to speak out.
This British Kashmiri
diaspora, mostly from
the Mirpur region,
became highly organ-
ized, using its political
influence to lobby UK
lawmakers and hold
massive protests high-
lighting human rights
concerns in Indian-
administered
Kashmir.
However, a major
shift has
Instead of targeting
the British
Kashmiri community

occurred.
India,

has turned its power-
ful advocacy tools
directly against
Pakistan, creating a
significant diplomatic
embarrassment  for
Islamabad.

The spark for this
change began with
widespread local
protests within
Pakistan-administered
Kashmir (often called
Azad Jammu and

Kashmir). What start-

ed as frustration over
high electricity bills
and the rising cost of
flour quickly grew

into a fight for basic |

political rights.
Local civil society
groups, joined under
the Jammu Kashmir
Joint Awami Action
Committee (JAAC),
began demanding fair
representation n
regional

They
protested against old
that
refugees living out-
side the area to hold

legislative seats, a sys-

upcoming
elections.

laws allow

tem locals say
Pakistan’s ruling par-

ties use to control the

Special

region.

The response from the

Bal Rarﬁ' Sampla
Geopolitics

Pakistani government
was swift and severe.
The state banned the
JAAC under anti-ter-
ror laws, arrested civil
society leaders, and
shut down internet
services. When para-
military forces were
brought in to stop the

demonstrations, the

I
| |
s

situation turned vio-
lent. Security forces
opened fire on peace-
ful sit-ins, resulting in
over 30 civilian deaths
hundreds of
injuries.
This

crackdown

and

heavy-handed
immedi-
ately triggered a fierce
backlash in the UK.
Because an estimated
70%  of  British-
Pakistanis have direct
family ties to this spe-
cific region, the vio-
lence was not just dis-
tant news, it affected
their families, friends,
and ancestral homes.
The internet blackouts
and censorship could
not hide the truth from

b || J
|

a diaspora that is
deeply connected to

the ground.

As a result, the exact
same political
machinery that

Pakistan helped build
in the UK 1is now
being used against it.

Thousands of British

Kashmiris have
marched through
London, protesting

outside the Pakistani
High
Furthermore, around
50 British Members of
Parliament

Commission.

have
signed letters demand-
ing answers, and law-
makers have called for
the UK government to

challenge  Pakistan
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over its actions.

Ultimately, this situa-
tion represents a mas-
sive strategic miscal-
culation for
Islamabad. By foster-
ing a vocal, politically
to

active diaspora

champion human
rights and self-deter-
mination on the world
stage, Pakistan created
a powerful tool for
accountability. Now
that internal gover-
nance issues have
boiled over into vio-
lence, that very same
community is holding
Pakistan to the exact
same global standards
it spent decades

defending.
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Rehmanpur Jalandhar Punjab organised Sardhanjall Sabha |

I - ¥eg3d
E anc otH ATUT HAp
iilﬁm_’i. TS (¢ (afi YN &

Parsh ram mulkh raj jaswinder lal tamana kaul Pardeep Kumar Parminderr ram lal

(Asian independ- tributes to late Sh

. Hospital

‘ent) Chanan Ram Chanan
: Sampla Charitable Sampla

Ram
on the

(Regd) occasion of his

' Rehmanpur death anniversary.

| Jalandhar

Punjab Shri Mulakh Raj |,

‘organis e dParas Ram Sampla

| Sardhanjali Sabha and others

WCIcC

land paid floral present. It is worth

to mention that Sh
Bhagat Ram
Sampla and his
family have been
running  Chanan
Ram Sampla
Charitable
Hospital
Rehmanpur
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Jalandhar very suc- |
cessfully for the
last 26 years in §
memory of their |
father Sh Chanan |
Ram Sampla. All |
presentee thanked ¢
Bhagat Ram |
Sampla family.




www.samajweekly.com

-
Uarg & g9st 3 Aet 3 wifad
Jgegt & AeH fezr I fast 3

@WW AREoHI® & J gfg39
ffu #deer 8g Qs Afazard
fe8 g5 fagt & aIfez awusT ©
g%t feg sdt €%3<, A uast
T 83 33 U 39t I Gt ©
Hae! feg ust &t yAy I, HAEg ©
UATS & HA a3 J, fars < fa3r
I, Hf & HH3T T »3 HaH3T @
gfey »et feq At wA 91 fagr
H&A™ © U Ace ot feg fusr
Ht Hes fAw »3 H3T Agegal
FIYT 9 © WI AGH T 39 fAY
ez & fUs < Aedt, fHossaw
fies w3 dadat mfsnmama
FoUs 3 It 993 3136 Sftmr I
fedt wigse gme feg Gat &
JgaT T mUg g | Byt & afesT
uzgfent nifgrm de I fa € =
g3 feud gs, ufas' @R & W8T
J51 ferm »et gt dnif goeet
feg geec &d1, Hdr dHies <
A9t U3et J|

83t & wmust WESH fATwr
AISST Yrfendt Ag® Aee a&t 3
Y3 di3t1 el Add9l THE®
AQ® HCET IS, THSI HIASI
TET AS® IABT M3 gT9< AIATIT

Mang A9t S AIEBdS 3
utH =T 8% ﬁq-ﬁ:mrrm"f@?va
ISt sfag HHI® e,
HSAT 35 §h8. m3 .2
(THaST 7A39) & fEaet yus
=5t fer 3 gmie AJET fHeuT
fAw HHd® MaaHs %A, g9
3 Jar's. i3 wiggdr fem fe”—ﬁ’
WMH.E. J9d wuS niftts & T
fer®3T guHT |
THYT 2006 3° BT UATY AII9 @
frfanr fesar feg dardt vAeg
I Aer fsgr 99 Ts1 wiw B9
AJSST I AI® gIA BT
(fa®s™ WaAT) © Ag® fEgran =
wiruEort Rt fssT 99 95 |
ifomus @x° €8xt &t uge fAds
Us uzRT I HfH3 BT, A
fefenrggntt T gIfg 39-fogus,
a3 ITat Wiz HI-FFF Y3t fumrg
HITEE T8 HIdTdRx @n <f J |
8t & niftmmus w3 Afg3 €
Y9 I3 &I, Har fEa vfas
TH AT € YII HIdl I |
fefenrget Mes 3° 3t €3 € wieg
Hae

(o3

fous & fasar H )ﬂtﬁf&ﬂ

Special

2024 fe'9 ITEIHA MAs T JU

orfant| €5t &t ufost saret wue

3t Ut & BA & ¥® fow o
Atarfantt| feg AtarasT &t Baf
Mﬁ?ﬁ%@wwaﬁ|feﬂy

e '2c qd13 TSt JIITHI,
fae, wedt A, 'f3zadr feg-
w3, ‘'fHos3z w  fgmar,

feHserdT, Wa’raa"rsgxas
gmmgawwa’&ﬁaﬂwr
qoEnt 3 Byt § fEa mHTHA

ASXTdT &% FJEAT ed UE'E
feeret |

ug Bt & JgEIHA w39 =T
VAT U™ Jfe3T AL UATET
fefaBs, UAg oghw, ©F A=A
@WWWUHWS’WUHH
YRETSt w3 ARIfS IR e
gUht Gt Eht afes=t 3 feg
A3 3T fd 8 de® Jaetad
fAr © Fuel o9 Sa-#tes
uzas AEer fédt I

st &t afesT T 73 3 T3 IT
fer <t mfoasT 31 €9 nig maet

UgeTHY dAeTs & gfeur & & w3
ITI3 & U & < 8T fzazT
€ IS J9¢ TG, Ud QUEH © JU
feg &dt; Aar Mes € IAdfont &
qfe3T T gU € o Uex § my
A9z &g Yfaz oae 75|

8at € mfoza wiws few feax
HT3TYJIs HIZ BR I wnrfenr
e Uatdt 396, gforer feu Gat
T H®az Fut. ugdleEs ©
Ao®a ArAlegd AW JATEr 3%
Jgt| fem Weas & 81t Tt
afestet § yAsxt = gu fe3mi
st T ufgs arfe-Aqfs 'IA3

12/07/2026 33

gHT I UG Usd © IIYT YHHAT
T gEeg gfenr| ferm 3 gmE
'Ifamret € fagrar & & € &
fe'g ArteT J=<t @7 AUz 37
JT HAE3 € dar B3t & Ius-
TIHS WT3dT &7 3T u3™ I, AR
feg €t & Ay I9 ufoud,
femet 99 fems m3 nifsfenast
J9 YI=HH I A ATIHE nirEET
3 19fg39 fRw Fcer & maAs
g 73 I T3 femmzt €3t &
CINRCTII) ?H @U maet m\%‘

J51 mfee fer ®»er €3f
& afezr g 33
. .
feyrer adt, AT ies <t

AFIEt M3 nigs<t & 3UR
Hfgrr It 31 83f »Et Arfas &
3t fea™ TTH® J96 ©F AUS J
3 & I yfrTh = 99; 85 Bt

AfI3 Ho Y & 9939 He ¥ g=8%
T AI®Y J |
83t & JTEIHA wWIIT A

gInrst €9 fe¥ 9, U €3f &
a®H & feg fere™ @99 Harfen
J fg 8T wrBE = A fes
yraret Arfgs § 99 J
Jgaet edr | fAe’ 8at & afesT
fg ygas ©@ HE f

TG &t 23|
IBH T MAS 393
fan) . fal

g3t &t Afaza ugrz|

s<diy fRw s3t9
fifs sale fag HaAT
9876968193




www.samajweekly.com ferm 12/07/2026 34

Samaj Weekl Weekly

. AHYe '-rﬂarﬂ

Punjabi, Hindi & English Newspaper - UK & EU Edition =

A3 DIGITAL MEDIA 3% A=

ezﬂﬁ“mmnénéw@m&ls’m
WWWWWWW

* &% I UG A st werg e
A fenl'smaeem’rmmaal
+44 T8T78 456484

cmail:-Samajweekly@gmail.com




