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SHAM LAL CHANDER

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)

Sham Lal Ghander building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years. !

“ J

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastering, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Views on Dalits’ Struggle for Temple
Entry: From Social Reform to the Quest tor Human Dignity

(Asian independent) The
struggle for temple entry
occupies an important place
in the history of the Dalit
movement in India. During
the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, Dalits
were denied entry into Hindu
temples as a consequence of
the practice of untouchabili-
ty. Many social reformers
viewed temple-entry move-
ments as a means of remov-
ing this discrimination and
integrating Dalits into Hindu
society. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
approached the
issue from a fundamentally
different perspective. For
him, the demand for temple
entry was never merely a
religious question; it was a
question of civil rights,
social equality, and human
dignity. His views, however,
evolved over time. While he
initially supported temple-
entry movements as a strate-
gy to challenge caste dis-
crimination, he later con-
cluded that they could not
bring about the annihilation
of caste or secure genuine
emancipation for Dalits. This
evolution reflects the broad-
er development of his politi-
cal philosophy—from
reforming Hindu society to
seeking liberation from the
caste system altogether.
Temple Entry as a Struggle
for Human Rights
Ambedkar’s early support
for temple-entry movements
was based not on religious
devotion but on the principle
of equality before society.
He understood that exclusion
from temples symbolized the
larger system of caste
oppression. Dalits were
denied entry because they
were regarded as “untouch-
ables” and therefore consid-
ered ritually impure. Such
exclusion denied them
recognition as equal mem-
bers of society.

Ambedkar argued that if
Hinduism genuinely
believed in the equality of all
human beings, there could be
no justification for excluding

however,

any section of society from
places of worship. Therefore,
the struggle for temple entry
was intended to expose the
hypocrisy of caste Hindus
who preached religious
morality while simultane-
ously practicing social dis-
crimination.

Temple entry was thus a
democratic demand aimed at
asserting equal citizenship
rather than a plea for reli-
gious privilege. By demand-
ing admission into temples,
Dalits challenged the legiti-
macy of the caste order
itself.

The Kalaram Temple
Satyagraha

The most significant
expression of this
strategy was the
Kalaram  Temple
Satyagraha of 1930 in
Nashik, Maharashtra.
Under Ambedkar’s leader-
ship, thousands of Dalits
organized a peaceful move-
ment demanding entry into
the famous Kalaram Temple.

The movement sought
recognition of three funda-
mental principles: equal

right to worship; recognition
of Dalits as equal human
beings; and abolition of
untouchability in religious
institutions.

The satyagraha attracted
national attention and repre-
sented one of the earliest
mass movements led by
Ambedkar. However, despite
prolonged protests and disci-
plined organization, the tem-
ple authorities and orthodox
Hindu society refused to
admit Dalits.

The failure of the movement

profoundly influenced
Ambedkar’s subsequent
thinking.

Reassessment of Temple
Entry

The repeated refusal of caste
Hindus to accept Dalits as
equals led Ambedkar to
question the effectiveness of
temple-entry movements. He
gradually realized that the
problem of caste extended
far beyond access to temples.
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He observed that even if
Dalits were permitted to
enter temples, the fundamen-
tal structure of caste society
would remain unchanged.
They would still face dis-
crimination in education,
employment, housing,
access to public resources,
marriage, and political repre-
sentation.
Ambedkar therefore began
asking a fundamental ques-
tion: Would entry into tem-
ples make Dalits socially
equal? His answer became
increasingly clear—it would
not.
Temple entry could remove
one visible symbol of
untouchability, but it
could not destroy the
social and economic
foundations of caste.
Self-Respect over
Religious Acceptance
As his thinking matured,
Ambedkar emphasized self-
respect rather than accept-
ance by caste Hindus. He
questioned why  Dalits
should seek admission into
institutions where they were
regarded as inferior.
He argued that genuine liber-
ation could never depend
upon the goodwill of those
who upheld caste hierarchy.
Instead, Dalits should con-
centrate on building their
own strength through educa-
tion, organization, political
participation, and economic
advancement.
His  famous
“Educate, Agitate,
Organize”—captured this
new direction. Rather than
investing energy in seeking
symbolic recognition,
Ambedkar urged Dalits to
acquire knowledge, develop
leadership, and struggle for
political power and constitu-
tional rights.
For Ambedkar, dignity could
not be bestowed by temple
authorities; it had to be
achieved through self-asser-
tion and social transforma-
tion.
Critique of Hindu Social
Order

slogan—

Ambedkar’s reassessment of
temple-entry movements led
him to a deeper critique of
Hinduism itself. He argued
that untouchability was not
an accidental distortion of
Hindu society but a logical
consequence of the caste sys-
tem embedded in traditional
Hindu religious texts and
practices.

He maintained that temple
entry could never eliminate
caste because caste was sus-
tained by religious doctrines,
hereditary hierarchy, and
notions of ritual purity and
pollution.

Unless these foundations
were dismantled, symbolic
reforms would merely con-
ceal deeper inequalities.
This conviction found its
fullest expression in his cele-
brated work Annihilation of
Caste, in which he argued
that caste could not be abol-
ished without fundamentally
rejecting the religious princi-
ples that sustained it.
Difference with Mahatma
Gandhi

Ambedkar’s position dif-
fered significantly from that
of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi
strongly supported temple-
entry movements and cam-
paigned against untouchabil-
ity. However, he viewed
these movements primarily
as efforts to purify and
reform Hindu society while
preserving its religious
framework.

Ambedkar believed that this
approach failed to confront
the structural basis of caste.
In his view, abolishing
untouchability without abol-
ishing caste was impossible.

Temple entry might improve
appearances, but it would not
alter the unequal distribution
of social status, economic
resources, or political power.
This fundamental disagree-
ment reflected their broader
differences regarding caste,
social reform, and the future
of Hindu society.

From Temple Entry
Religious Conversion
By the mid-1930s,
Ambedkar had largely aban-
doned temple-entry cam-
paigns. In 1935, at Yeola, he
made his historic declara-
tion: “I was born a Hindu,
but I will not die a Hindu.”
This statement represented a
decisive break with his earli-
er hope of reforming Hindu
society from within.

Over the next two decades,
Ambedkar devoted his ener-
gies to securing constitution-
al safeguards, political repre-
sentation, educational
advancement, labour rights,
and social justice for the
oppressed.

His search for a religion
based on liberty, equality,
and fraternity culminated in
his conversion to Navayana
Buddhism in 1956, together
with several hundred thou-
sand followers.

For Ambedkar, conversion
was not merely a change of
religious identity; it was a
rejection of caste oppression
and an affirmation of human
dignity.

Contemporary Relevance
Ambedkar’s analysis contin-
ues to shape contemporary
debates on caste and social
justice. Although constitu-
tional guarantees now pro-
hibit untouchability and
many temples have formally
opened their doors to Dalits,
discrimination continues in
various forms in many parts
of India.

to

His writings remind us that
genuine equality cannot be
achieved through symbolic
inclusion alone. Social jus-
tice requires equal access to
education, economic oppor-
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tunities, land, political repre-
sentation, legal protection,
and human dignity.

Temple entry may signify the
rejection of one form of dis-
crimination, but it cannot
substitute for the broader
struggle against structural
inequality.

Conclusion

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s views
on temple-entry movements
underwent a profound trans-
formation. He initially
regarded them as an impor-
tant instrument for asserting
equality and exposing the
injustice of untouchability.
However, experience con-
vinced him that temple entry
alone could neither eradicate
caste nor secure genuine
freedom for Dalits.

His philosophy
emphasized that the struggle
for dignity must extend
beyond religious institutions
to encompass education,
political empowerment, eco-
nomic justice, constitutional
rights, and the complete
annihilation  of  caste.
Ultimately, Ambedkar con-
cluded that self-respect and
equality could not be
achieved merely by entering
temples but by transforming
the social order itself.

His journey from leading
temple-entry movements to
embracing Buddhism
reflects one of the most sig-
nificant intellectual and
political developments in
modern Indian history. It
underscores his unwavering
commitment to liberty,
equality, fraternity, and the
creation of a society free
from caste-based oppression.

mature

SR Darapuri I.P.S.
(Retd)




www.samajweekly.com SpeCial 05/07/2026 23

aul dd araTded s1 HiHAT Jidsa? it B dddl 8,
HE 3idsevare! e ofiw ufaer & dxamas vd

HUF&EHTFE‘HFI&“
( Afdres vd dfEs )

J

WM : 21, S AEifds Waq , 19 ;| UH7TagR , 921 A2, gardi |, 9-9% : Agegige, [ 39% g )
fe=iers : 5 S 2026, m'ﬂagna@# giggx 02 st a6




www.samajweekly.com

Britain Is Our Home - Proud of

Special

05/07/2026 24

Our Heritage, Proud to Be British

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Britain Is Our Home — Proud of Our
Heritage, Proud to Be British
Indian Workers Association (Great
Britain) Backs England and Celebrates
the Contribution of Immigrant
Communities to Building a Stronger
Britain
As England continues its inspiring FIFA
World Cup campaign, the Indian Workers
Association (Great Britain) has expressed
its wholehearted support for the national
team, describing its achievements as a
powerful reflection of the strength, unity
and confidence of modern Britain.

The Association said England’s perform-
ances have inspired millions of people
across the country and reminded the nation
that success is achieved through team-
work, discipline, determination and shared

purpose. Whatever the final result,
England has already made the country
proud.

IWA (GB) said the England squad reflects
the reality of modern Britain. Around 20 of
the 26 players come from families with
immigrant or international heritage, while
almost all were born, educated and devel-
oped in Britain. They proudly wear the
Three Lions because Britain is their home.
Their achievements demonstrate how the
children and grandchildren of immigrant
families have become an integral part of
British society and proudly represent the
nation on the world stage.

Football, however, tells only part of the
story.

For generations, immigrant communities
have made an enormous contribution to
Britain’s growth, prosperity and success.
Following the Second World War, Britain
invited workers from Commonwealth
countries to help rebuild the nation.
Thousands answered that call, working in
factories, foundries, engineering, public
transport, manufacturing, construction,
textiles and, later, the National Health
Service. Their hard work and dedication
helped rebuild Britain’s economy and
strengthen its public services during one of
the most important periods in the country’s
history.

Today, those contributions continue
through new generations who proudly
call Britain home.

Across the United Kingdom, people from
immigrant backgrounds serve as doctors,
nurses, teachers, scientists, engineers, aca-
demics, entrepreneurs, care workers,
police officers, firefighters, members of
the Armed Forces, transport workers, busi-

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
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ness leaders, researchers, artists and inter-
national sportsmen and women. They
establish businesses, create employment,
pay taxes, strengthen the economy and
enrich Britain’s cultural, scientific and
sporting life.

The National Health Service, universities,
transport networks, technology companies,
manufacturing industries and thousands of
successful businesses benefit every day
from the talent, dedication and commit-
ment of people whose families have come
from different parts of the world.

Britain has always been at its strongest
when it has recognised talent, rewarded
hard work and provided opportunities for
people willing to contribute positively to
society. The success of England’s football
team is another reminder that ability, com-
mitment and teamwork—not race, religion
or family background—are the founda-
tions of achievement.

The Association noted that similar contri-
butions have helped strengthen many of
Europe’s leading economies, including
Germany, France, the Netherlands,

Belgium, Switzerland, Sweden, Denmark,
Norway, Luxembourg and Ireland, where
immigrant communities continue to make
significant contributions in healthcare,
education, scientific research, business,
manufacturing, technology and interna-
tional sport.

However, IWA (GB) stressed that its mes-
sage today is first and foremost about
Britain.

Britain is our home.

We are proud of our Indian heritage,
proud of our languages, cultures and tra-
ditions, and equally proud to be British.
Our children study in British schools and
universities, serve in the NHS, protect
our communities, establish successful
businesses, contribute to scientific
research, work in every profession and
proudly represent Britain across the
world.

We are not separate from Britain.

We are part of Britain’s story.

For more than ninety years, the Indian
Workers Association (Great Britain) has
stood alongside working people of every
background, campaigning for equality,

workers’ rights, social justice, racial har-
mony and community cohesion.
Throughout its history, the Association
has believed that Britain’s diversity is
one of its greatest strengths and that
every citizen should be judged by charac-
ter, integrity, ability and contribution
rather than by race, religion or family
background.

The Association rejects racism, discrimi-
nation and every attempt to divide com-
munities through fear or prejudice.
Britain’s future will be built not by divi-
sion but by unity, fairness, equal opportu-
nity, mutual respect and shared responsi-
bility.

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of
the Indian Workers Association (Great
Britain), said:

“The England football team represents
the very best of modern Britain.
Players from different backgrounds
stand together under one flag, united
by their commitment to their country.
Their achievements remind us that
Britain succeeds when people are
judged by their ability, dedication and
contribution—not by the colour of
their skin, their religion or their family
background.”

He added:

“We are proud of our heritage. We are
proud to be British. Above all, we are
proud to contribute to Britain’s econo-
my, democracy, public services, culture
and future. Millions of immigrant fam-
ilies have helped strengthen this coun-
try over many generations, working
alongside millions of other British citi-
zens to build one of the world’s great-
est democracies. Britain’s achieve-
ments belong to everyone who con-
tributes to its success. Together, we will
continue building a stronger, fairer,
more united and more prosperous
United Kingdom for future genera-
tions.”

The Indian Workers Association (Great
Britain) calls upon people of every back-
ground to celebrate the values that unite
Britain—democracy, equality, opportuni-
ty, respect, justice and community spirit.
England’s football team has reminded the
nation of one simple truth: Britain’s
greatest strength has always been its peo-
ple. When we stand together, we build a
stronger Britain together.
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Myanmar: A troubled nation and millions sufferers

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
When the global community observed
World Refugee Day on 20 June, a dark
reality surfaced from Myanmar (also
known as Burma or Brahmadesh),
where the military-controlled regime
in Naypyitaw emerged as a primary
actor in creating refugees in their
country. Various global actors claim
that over 5.3 million Myanmarese peo-
ple are now living in distress as the UN

Journalist Nava Thakuri

Nava Thakuria
High Commissioner
recently revealed that over a million
had already fled to the neighbouring

for Refugees

countries namely Bangladesh,
Thailand, and India (precisely north-
eastern States of Manipur and

Mizoram). Internally displaced around
3.7 million residents continue to live
in border arecas with no regular access
to food, healthcare and shelter. In fact,
chronic poverty now affects nearly
80% of its total 55 million population.
The southeast Asian nation’s ruling
quasi-democratic regime has simply
worsened the scenario with its nation-
wide inhuman drive against their own
civilians.

Since the last military coup on 1
February 2021, when the pro-democra-
cy icon Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-led
democratically elected government
was ousted by the then top military
commander Min Aung Hlaing, the situ-
ation only deteriorated as hundreds of
villages were deserted by the residents
to escape the military persecution
engineered by relentless airstrikes,
burning targeted

of houses and

killings. Hlaing, now becomes the
President of Myanmar following a dis-
puted national polls in December 2025
started
preaching for peace and development
in the Buddhist majority country. With

and January 2026, lately

two recent official visits to India and
China as the civilian head of Myanmar,
Hlaing has earned some credentials
too. Prior to Beijing, New Delhi wel-
comed Hlaing with red carpets follow-
ing strategic and business interest
(especially Kaladan and tri-national
highway projects) in the Land of
Golden Pagodas, but the ground reality
under the junta aligned administration
remains the same (read pathetic).
Currently, the regime controls barely
30 percent of Myanmar’s territory,
whereas the ethnic resistance organiza-
tions and people’s defense forces run
their administrations in 40 % areas.
The rest remains on constant armed
conflicts between the junta forces and
local armed entities. Two years back,
the anti-junta forces launched a com-
bined offensive which put the country
in a severe political, economic and
humanitarian crisis akin to a civil war.
One of the powerful resistance groups
named Arakan Army (AA) today occu-
pies and rules over 70% of the land-
mass of Rakhine State. After occupy-
ing 14 Rakhine townships (out of total
17), the AA fighters are currently tar-
geting to capture and control the State
capital (Sittwe).

The ongoing conflicts have resulted in
heavy casualties across the country,
where the United Nations earlier esti-
mated the deaths of over seventy-five
thousand people in the last five years.
Recently, a conflict monitoring group
named Armed Conflict Location &

Event Data (ACLED) came out with
statistics that more than 100,000 peo-
ple have been killed across Myanmar
since the 2021 military coup. The
ACLED found that over one thousand
distinct armed groups are engaged in
the civil war creating Myanmar as a
severely fragmented conflict zone. It
argued that Myanmar emerged as the
second-most conflict-hit area in the

world last year, just behind the
Palestinian territories.

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights

recently stated that the Rakhine region
and central Myanmar continue facing
the brunt of military atrocities, where
the civilians have suffered the most.
The junta forces, often after testing
defeats to the pro-democracy rebels on
the battlegrounds, make it a habit to
use fighter jets, drones, and paramo-
tors to drop explosives on civilian
areas, even not sparing the schools,
hospitals, and refugee camps.

The students remain silent sufferers
across the country because of the civil
war and prevailing economic crisis.
Over six million children and young
people in Myanmar will stay out of
schools in the 2026-27 academic year.
Thus almost half of the country’s esti-
mated school-going children (around
13 million) are now deprived of formal
education. The healthcare sector in the
country also collapsed as many doctors
and health workers were killed in
repeated aerial attacks on the clinics.
Some important private hospitals were
also shut down by the administrations.
The media fraternity also faced the
most critical period since its independ-
ence. With thousands of political pris-

215 media workers were also
the years.
According to the Geneva-based global
media safety and rights body, Press
Emblem Campaign, over 15 journalists
are still languishing under detention.
PEC president Blaise Lempen dis-
closed that the operating licences of

oners,

targeted in last five

three news outlets namely Myaelatt
Athan, Red News Agency, and Asia
Citizens were recently cancelled by the
authorities to increase the list of victim
media groups up to 97 which are wit-
nessing legal harassment for years. He
demanded the government to allow all
media groups to perform their duties in
a free and fair atmosphere.

The National Unity Government

Aung San Suu Kyi

(formed after the coup by the law-
makers primarily belonging to Suu
Kyi’s party National League for
Democracy) recently issued a strong
statement asking the international
investors in Myanmar to maintain
the transparency, accountability and
respect to
Functioning as a parallel civilian
administration, the NUG while con-
tinuing its demand for unconditional
release of Suu Kyi along with all
other political prisoners, also assert-

local communities.

ed that any economic and investment
agreements made with the junta
authority, under virtual control of
coup leader Hlaing, lacked legitima-
cy and such arrangements may even
be subjected to legal, financial, and
operational risks.

Probably it will take more time than
assumed for the dust to settle there.
The author is a senior journalist and
writer from Northeast India.
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The recent demo-

lition of a 125-
year-o1ld

Gurdwara in
Pakistan’s Punjab
province has

caused great sad-
ness and anger to
the Sikh commu-
nity. The destruc-
tion of this his-
toric  building,
called Gurdwara
Sri Guru Singh
Sabha Sahib,
happened on June
24, 2026.

Reports show that
a local business-
man  allegedly
tore down parts of
the Gurdwara. He

did this to clear
the land for his
own use without
government per-
mission. This act
deeply hurt the
local Sikh com-
munity, who
immediately
started protests to
demand justice.

This Gurdwara is
not just a build-
ing; it is a vital
piece of history.
Built over a cen-
tury ago, it was a
central hub for
the Singh Sabha
Movement,
which helped pro-
tect and revive
Sikh culture and
identity.  When

Special
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India was divided
in 1947, most
Sikhs moved
away from this
area, leaving the
building empty.
Over the decades,
local families
moved into the
surrounding area,
and parts of the
building became

neglected. This —

lack of protection
made it an easy
target for people
trying to illegally
take over
valuable land.

The incident has
also created ten-
sion between the
governments of
India and

Pakistan. India
strongly con-
demned the act,
calling it a target-
ed attack on a
religious minority
site, and asked
Pakistan to pro-
tect these holy

"2+ and
g sites. Holy places

India Demands Action After 125-Year-Old Gurdwara Demolished in Pa}(istan

struction, and
promised that the
government
would completely
rebuild and
restore the
Gurdwara.

This sad event
reminds us how
important it is to
protect historical
religious

s belong to every-

;}
Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

In

places.
response,
Pakistani officials
visited the site,
stopped all con-

one’s history, and
governments
must work hard to
protect them so
that different
communities can
live together in
peace and
respect.
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The Ayodhya Donation Thett: A Crisis of
Faith and Politics for the BJP and RSS
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The recent theft of cash,
gold, and silver from the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
has shocked many people.
Workers inside the temple
were caught using hidden
cameras stealing directly
from the donation count-
ing rooms. They even set
up fake QR codes to steal
money meant for the tem-
ple. This scandal led to the
arrest of eight people and
forced top temple officials

to resign.

For the BJP and the RSS,
this is not just a police
case, it 1S a massive
political problem.

1. A Broken Promise to

-

the Voters

The BJP has always
promised a clean, honest
government, free of cor-
ruption. They also collect-
ed small donations (chan-
da) from millions of ordi-
nary people who gave
their hard-earned money
out of deep religious faith.
Finding out that temple
insiders were stealing
these sacred gifts feels like
a deep betrayal. It breaks
the trust of the BJP’s most
loyal voters and ruins the
party’s clean image.

2. Arguments Inside the
Party

The temple was meant to
unite everyone. Instead,
the theft has started a big

Special
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Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

argument within the RSS-
BJP family:

(1) The State vs. The
Centre:  The  Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh,
Yogi Adityanath, quickly
sent in special police to
arrest the thieves. This
aggressive move put the
spotlight on temple offi-

cials who were backed by
the central leadership in
Delhi, showing a clear rift

" between the local and

national leaders.

2) Priests Vs.
Bureaucrats: Local holy
men (sadhus) in Ayodhya
have felt ignored by polit-
ical officials for a long
time. Now, they are angry
and are demanding that

politicians leave the
temple management
alone.

(3). Power to the

Opposition: For years,
opposition parties did not
know how to fight the
BJP’s massive popularity
around the Ram Mandir.
Now, they have an easy

target. With important
state elections coming up
in 2027, the opposition is
using this scandal to show
that the BJP cannot even
protect its own most

sacred project from
thieves.
Conclusion

The Ram Mandir was
supposed to be the BJP’s
greatest  achievement.
Instead, because of inter-
nal greed, it has turned
into an embarrassing
problem that has hurt the
faith of their own voters
and created deep divisions
within their own team.
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With a heavy heart, I share the passing of my elder
brother, my mentor, and one of the greatest influences in
my life, Naresh Banga — Homage by Shekhar Bodhkar

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK
Today, with a heavy
heart, I share the pass-
ing of my elder brother,
my mentor, and one of
the greatest influences
in my life, Naresh
Banga, who peacefully
took his last breath in
the early hours on
Wednesday 24th June

2026.

“Tumhare Bhagwan ki
marzi hai ke tumhen
sukh de ya dukh.

Hamare Babasaheb ne
to hamen sirf sukh ka
rasta dikhaya aur sirf
sukh h1 dene ka sankalp
kiya.”

— Naresh Banga

That single thought
beautifully reflected his
lifelong faith in
Babasaheb’s mission
and the Dhamma.
Naresh was an Urdu
poet, artist, musician,
philosopher, intellectual
and a fearless rational-
ist. His entire life was
dedicated to the mission
of Babasaheb Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar and the
spread of the Buddha’s

Dhamma. He believed
that the greatest tribute
one could pay
Babasaheb was not
merely to admire him,
but to continue his
work.

He quietly lived what
Babasaheb meant by
“payback to society.”
He donated all of his
land and property in
India for good causes.
He never sought wealth,
recognition or fame. His
joy came from helping
others grow.

Although unknown to
many outside close cir-
cles, Naresh helped
shape the careers of
numerous personalities
in the music and film
industries. He advised
producers, directors,
actors, poets and
singers who later

became household
names, always choosing
to remain in the back-
ground.

He served as a consult-
ant on the film Bandit
Queen, objecting to the
explicit rape scenes
while Phoolan Devi was
still alive. He also chal-
lenged Sir Richard
Attenborough, asking
why Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar had been
omitted from the film
Gandhi.

When Dr. Jabbar Patel
was directing the film
Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar, Naresh
strongly urged him to
include all of
Babasaheb’s 22 Vows.
Patel explained that,
because the film was a
Government of India
production, there were
limitations but Naresh
never stopped insisting
that Babasaheb’s mes-
sage should never be
diluted.

To me  personally,
Naresh was far more
than a friend or elder

brother. He was my
greatest mentor, my
inspiration, and my

guide in both music and
social activism. [ gen-
uinely believe that
without his guidance I
may never have entered
the world of
Ambedkarite activism.
Whatever little contri-
bution [ have made
owes much to his
encouragement, knowl-
edge and example.

His knowledge of
Buddhism was extraor-
dinary. He had memo-

rised the entire
Abhidhamma and could
explain the deeper
meanings of the
Dhammapada with
remarkable clarity.
Watching groups of

monks discussing the
Dhamma with him,

whether in his home or
in viharas, was a com-
mon sight. Even learned
monks listened careful-
ly when Naresh ques-
tioned long-held
assumptions, following
the fearless spirit of
Babasaheb himself.

A lifelong self-learner,
he immersed himself in

philosophy, Buddhism
and Babasaheb’s writ-
ings. He taught himself
Pali and later Urdu sim-
ply because of his love
for Urdu poetry. He
could recite Diwan-e-
Ghalib from memory
just as effortlessly as he
could discuss the
Abhidhamma.

His friendships reflect-
ed the respect he earned
across many worlds.
Gulzar, Ahmad Faraz,
Pran, Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan, Ghulam Ali,
Salamat Ali Khan and
Dilip Kumar, all knew
him personally. He and
Firdaus Ali wrote the

subtitles to Dilip
Kumars classic film
Mughal-e-Azam. He

was also entrusted with
handwritten notebooks
containing hundreds of
tabla compositions by
Ustad Allah Rakha him-
self.

Anyone who entered his
home in the UK was
immediately greeted by
a magnificent floor-to-
ceiling painting of the
Buddha that Naresh had
painted directly onto
the wall with his own
hands. It silently

i

declared to every visi-
tor, from celebrated
musicians to ordinary
friends, that before
every other identity, he
was a Buddhist.

Some of his paintings of
the Buddha and
Babasaheb, donated by
him to Dr Ambedkar

Memorial Committee,
are displayed at the
Buddha Vihara in
Wolverhampton.

Naresh could easily
have become one of the
best-known figures in
Ambedkarite and
Buddhist circles.
Instead, he consciously
chose anonymity. He
preferred building peo-
ple rather than building
his own reputation.
Those of us fortunate
enough to know him
understand how much
the movement has lost.

His body has left us, but
his wisdom, compas-
sion, courage and
uncompromising com-
mitment to truth will
continue to guide gener-
ations of Ambedkarites
and Buddhists.

Ya

Farewell, my dear
brother.
You will be deeply
missed and never for-
gotten.

Namo Buddhaya. Jai
Bhim.

-Homage by Shekhar
Bodhkar
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OBC Reservation in West Bengal Reduced from 17%
to 7% — An Overview of Caste and Religious Politics
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THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Initially, the Left Front gov-
ernment in West Bengal,
adhering to the theory of
class struggle, ignored the
prevalent social structure
and asserted that Bengal did
not have a caste-based socie-
ty. As a result, there were no
reservations for backward
classes for a long time.
However, as its electoral base
began to decline, the OBCs
were granted a 7% reserva-
tion, which was far below the
27% recommended by the
Mandal Commission. This
reservation was subsequently
increased to 10%, and later,
under the leadership of
Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, to
17%. Despite this increase, it
still fell short of the Mandal
Commission’s recommenda-
tion by 10%. Notably, the
reservation system implement-
ed in Bengal did not differenti-
ate between Hindus and
Muslims, thereby including
both groups in the OBC classi-

fication. Consequently,
Scheduled  Castes  (SCs)
received a 22% reservation,
Scheduled  Tribes (STs)
received 6%, and OBCs
received 17% (comprising

10% for the OBC-A category
and 7% for the OBC-B catego-
ry), totalling 45%—still 5%
short of the permissible limit.

A significant change in the
reservation system occurred
after Mamata Banerjee took
office as Chief Minister on
May 20, 2011, defeating Jyoti
Basu and ending the 34-year-
long Left Front government.
After assuming power,
Banerjee introduced a 3%
reservation for persons with
disabilities, bringing total
reservations in Bengal to 48%.

Reduction of OBC Reservation
from 17% to 7%:

The current BJP government in
Bengal cited a decision from
the Calcutta High Court in
2024 regarding this reduction.
However, this  argument
appears weak because the 17%
reservation for OBCs persisted
under Mamata Banerjee’s gov-
ernment. Top leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
called for votes during elec-
tions, promising to protect
reservations for Dalits and
backward classes.
Nevertheless, after forming
the government under Suvendu
Adhikari, they reduced the
OBC reservation from 17% to
7%, reverting to a list that
reinstated 66 communities pre-
viously recognised before

2010. This change dismantled
the previous system that pro-
vided 10% for OBC-A and 7%
for OBC-B, totalling 17%.
This action not only blatantly

disregarded the  Mandal
Commission’s recommenda-
tion of 27% reservation—

which had been upheld as con-
stitutional and justified in the
Indira Sawhney case—but also
negatively impacted the back-
ward classes by diminishing
their reservation by 20%.

The implementation of the
Mandal Commission’s recom-
mendations was challenged in
the Supreme Court. On
November 16, 1992, a land-
mark judgement was delivered
in the case of Indira Sawhney
vs. Union of India. The key
takeaways from this judgement
include: First, the Supreme
Court declared the 27% reser-
vation for OBCs as constitu-
tional. Second, it set a 50%
cap on the total reserved
quota. Third, while the Mandal
Commission’s report did not
address the “creamy layer,”
the Supreme Court introduced
this term into its judgement,
which weakened the effective-
ness of the Mandal
Commission’s recommenda-
tions. It is noteworthy that the
term “creamy layer” was first
introduced in the 1975 case of
the State of Kerala vs Thomas.

Importance of Caste-Based
Census:

Following the Supreme
Court’s ruling, the overall
reservation  limit  cannot

DR RAMJILAL,
Social Scientist and
Former Principal,
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exceed 50%. The stipulated
reservations are 27% for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs),
15% for Scheduled Castes
(SCs), and 7.5% for Scheduled
Tribes (STs). In total, these
reservations  account  for
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49.5%. The population propor-
tions for these categories are
52% for OBCs, 15% for SCs,
and 7.5% for STs, meaning the
combined population of these

three categories constitutes
74.5% of India’s total popula-
tion.

During a recent Assembly ses-
sion, Backward Classes
Development Minister Gauri
Shankar Ghosh announced that
the reshuffle aligns with the
Calcutta High Court’s decision
from May 22, 2024. The court
had revoked the OBC status of
77 communities that were
added between March 2010
and May 2012. A division
bench comprising Justices
Tapabrata Chakrabarti and
Rajshekhar Mantha found that
including several groups sole-
ly based on religion violated
Articles 15(4) and 16(4) of the
Constitution. Although the
court annulled all OBC certifi-
cates issued after 2010, it did

provide relief for those
already employed in these
communities.

In response to the High

Court’s order, the new govern-
ment has abolished religion-
based classifications and regu-
larised 66 communities from

the pre-2010 list. These com-
munities will now benefit from
a 7% reservation in govern-
ment services, positions, and
college  admissions.  The
Backward Classes Welfare
Department noted that this
revised policy will apply to
constitutionally backward
Hindu communities not classi-

fied under SC (Scheduled
Castes) or ST (Scheduled
Tribes).

The new list includes tradi-
tional artisan and farming
castes such as Kapali,
Kurmi, Nai (Napit), Tanti,
Dhanuk, Butcher, Karmakar,
Kumbhkar, Goldsmith, Teli,
Yadav, Moira, and Modak,
among others. Additionally,
some communities like
Hajjam (Muslim), Paharia
(Muslim), and Weaver
(Ansari) remain on the list.
However, 74 sub-castes from
the previous list of 140
groups have been removed,
with a majority being
Muslim.

Prior to this adjustment,
Bengal had a reservation of
17% for OBCs, consisting of
81 communities (56 of which
were Muslims) categorised
under the 10% OBC-A catego-

ry and 99 communities (41
Muslims) under the 7% OBC-
B category. The Bengal gov-
ernment informed the Supreme
Court that the High Court’s
decision has impacted approx-
imately 500,000 OBC certifi-
cates.

Regarding the 50% limit for
reservations, the National
Commission for Backward
Classes (NCBC) previously
stated that the total reserva-
tion for SCs, STs, and OBCs
in Bengal was 45%. This left
a 5% margin under the 50%
cap established by the Indira
Sawhney vs. Union of India
case on November 16, 1992.
The NCBC recommended
increasing the OBC quota by
5%. In contrast, the new BJP
government in Bengal has
reduced the OBC quota by
5% and accused previous
administrations of engaging
in “vote bank politics” and
unconstitutional religious
inclusion.

While the BJP government
characterises this change as
a constitutional reform, the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
contends that many commu-
nities still qualify as OBCs
on the central list, creating a
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contradictory situation.
Mamata Banerjee stated in
the Assembly that the 17%
quota would be reinstated by
listing 140 communities—49
in Category A and 91 in
Category B—based on a new
socio-economic survey.

The amendment has affected
admissions to 460 govern-
ment and aided colleges, with
Jadavpur and Presidency
universities now implement-
ing the 7% quota. Although
the appeal by the previous
Mamata Banerjee-led Bengal
government against the
Calcutta High Court’s deci-
sion regarding the 77 com-
munities is still pending in
the Supreme Court, the cur-
rent BJP government, led by
Suvendu Adhikari, has filed
a petition to withdraw that
appeal.

This amendment is expected
to reshape the caste census
and have significant social,
economic, and political
implications, which are like-
ly to affect other BJP-ruled
states as well
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