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SHAM LAL CHANDER

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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ID no. 921760

Sham Lal Ghander building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years. !

“ J

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastering, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Punjabi Likhari Sabha Calgary's thirteenth event of Punjabi

speaking skills among children was successfully completed.
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Special

Calgary (Harjinder pal
Chhabra) Davinder
Malhans- Punjabi Likhari
Sabha Calgary's annual
event of speaking Punjabi
among children, started
with a huge gathering of
audience at Whitehorn
Community Hall.

The General Secretary of
Punjabi Likhari Sabha
Davinder Malhans invit-
ed President Ranjit Singh,
writer Baljinder Sangha
and Dr. Baljinder Sangh
to sit in the chairmanship
board in the echo of
applause of the audience.
Paramjit Kaur was invit-
ed and welcomed the
audience.

The program started with
the national anthem 'O
Canada'. Vice President
Jorawar shed light on 27
years of history and per-
formance of Punjabi
Likhari Sabha Calgary.
Baljinder Sangha made
the children aware of the
things they have to take
care of during the compe-
tition.

Narendra Gill, Mandeep
Toor and Harpreet Singh
Gill played the role of
judge in the first part. 25
students of first and sec-
ond classes participated
in this session. Little chil-
dren did amazing presen-

tations in mother tongue
Punjabi.

The girls of YYC Gidha
and Folk Academy under
the leadership of
Mandeep Toor put a very
good Gidha.

Service of judges in the
second group, Seema

Chatha, Sandeep
Sandiora and Mandeep
Toor performed.

Tarlochan Sahembi pre-
sented a very good song
dedicated to mother
tongue Punjabi.

Fifth and sixth class stu-
dents participated in the
third part. In which the
role of Judge Sahibans is
Gurpreet Kaur Red. F.
From M.To, Sivleen Kaur

Jassar from Radio Sur
Sangam and performed

by Sukhmandar Gill.
Mahendarpal Singh Paul
attended with beautiful
ghazals. Saloni Gotham
shared her expression of
affection towards mother
tongue.

In the fourth group in
which seventh and eighth
grade students participat-
ed, their judgement is Dr.
Sarabjit Kaur Jawanda, E.
Jeer Singh Brar and
Sukhwinder Singh Toor
did.

Davinder Malhans
announced the results.
Harasis Kaur, Japuji Kaur
Brar and Nimrat Kaur
were the winners in the

first part.

In the second part,
Sahibpreet Singh, Hargun
Kaur Virk and Samaira
Chauhan were the win-
ners.

In the third part, Guneev
Kaur Gill, Prabhanur
Singh and Sidak Singh
Grewal won.

Nimrat Kaur, Sahaj Singh
Gill and Harsirat Kaur
won in the fourth group
respectively. These win-
ning children were hon-
ored with trophies. Each
participating child was
encouraged with medals.
Research officer Dr from
language department on
this occasion.
Sukhdarshan Singh

28/06/2026 2.2

o

Chahal specially partici-
pated. While sharing his
views, he fully appreciat-
ed this work of Punjabi
Likhari Sabha Calgary. In
addition to them,
Gurpreet Kaur, Sukhvir
Singh Grewal, Rajinder
Kaur  Chohka  and
Gurpreet kaur Ladal
shared their views.

All the executive mem-
bers performed their
responsibility very dili-
gently. Balveer Gora on
the sound  system,
Tarlochan Sahembi and
Mangal Chatha took the
responsibility of lining up
the children and taking
them to the stage. Sukhyjit
Simran with  Judge

!,f.

Sahibans, Jagtar Jagraon

and  Jorawar  pho-
tographed. Gurlal Singh
Rupalo performed the
service of tea and water
with his family.

Rishi Nagar, Chand
Singh Sandiora,
Harcharan Singh Parhar,
Jasjit Singh Dhami,
Ranjit  Singh  Sidhu,
Saivedu Sharma and
Paramjit Singh Bhangu
made their presence from
media. Apart from others
Surinder Sharma, Jasvir
Singh Sihota, Gurdish
Kaur Grewal, Sunny
Swach, Bhola Singh
Chauhan, Manjot Singh
Gill and Baljit Singh
Pandher etc were present.
The situation was full of
chaos. It was a very suc-
cessful event.

At last President Ranjit
Singh thanked all includ-
ing the media and the
judges. Shared informa-
tion about the next
monthly meeting which
will be held on July 18,
2026 at Koso Hall.

For more information call
President Ranjit Singh
825 735 1466

General Secretary
Davinder Malhans can be
contacted on 403 993
2201.
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Indian Workers Association (Great Britain) Reaffirms Its

Commitment to Peace at the International Conference Against War

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
The Indian Workers
Association  (Great
Britain) proudly par-
ticipated in  the
International
Conference Against
War, held at Central
Hall Westminster,
London. The confer-
ence brought together
thousands of partici-
pants, including trade
union leaders, peace
campaigners, commu-
nity organisations and
activists from more
than 20 countries. The
event reflected the

growing international

concern about war,
militarisation and the
urgent need for peace-
ful solutions to global
conflicts.

The IWA (GB) was

represented by
Salwinder Singh
Dhillon, National
Spokesperson, who

met trade union lead-

ers, peace activists and
delegates from many
different  countries.
During these discus-
sions, he highlighted
the proud history of
the Indian Workers
Association  (Great
Britain) in defending
workers’ rights, pro-
moting equality, com-
bating racism, and
supporting peace and
international solidari-
ty.

Salwinder
Dhillon  reaffirmed
that the Indian
Workers Association
(GB) will continue to
stand firmly against

Singh

war and militarism
and will work along-
side trade wunions,
community organisa-
tions and peace move-
ments around the
world in the struggle
for peace, justice and
human rights.

Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of

the Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), said:

“Ordinary  working
people always pay the
highest price for war.
It is workers and their
families who suffer
the devastating conse-
quences of conflict

through loss of life,
displacement, poverty
and economic hard-
ship. The Indian
Workers Association
(Great Britain) there-
fore supports all gen-
uine efforts to resolve
international conflicts
through dialogue,

-

diplomacy and inter-
national cooperation
rather than military
confrontation. We
remain committed to
working with peace
organisations, trade

unions and community
groups
peace,

to promote
equality and

justice the
world.”

The Indian Workers
Association  (Great
Britain) was encour-
aged by the participa-
tion of thousands of
people at this impor-
tant conference,
demonstrating  that
there is a strong and
growing movement
for peace  across
Britain and interna-
tionally.

Photographic evidence
is enclosed, showing
Salwinder Singh
Dhillon participating
in the conference and
the Indian Workers

acCross

Association  (Great
Britain) proudly dis-
playing its banner

alongside trade unions
and other peace-loving
organisations from the
UK and around the
world.
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THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
(This is an English version of my Hindi
article published 16-17 years back in the
Hindi monthly ‘Yuva Samvad’. The
Congress-led UPA government was in its
second term in office when this article was
written in Hindi. Education to the children
is considered a most important and sensi-
tive subject of the national life of a coun-
try. The UPA government, at the dictates of
the regulatory global bodies of neoliberal-
ism, enacted the Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act,
2009. By enacting this Act the UPA gov-
ernment, contrary to the constitutional
obligations, had ascertained that the educa-
tion to children of the country will be
multi-layered and the same will be com-
mercialized and marketized. In fact, this
irresponsible and unconstitutional practice
began with the adoption of the New
Economic Policies in 1991. Both the polit-
ical and intellectual elite were doing this,
and continue to do so today. Their only
complaint is the RSS/BJP government’s
communal agenda in education — without
considering the fact that when education
would be multi-layered, commercialized
and marketized, why won’t it become com-
munalized at some point?

This article has been reissued so that new
generations can see that some intellectuals,
despite the widespread sophistry during
the era of corporate-communal nexus, have
not abandoned their steadfast stand on the
Constitution and the values of the freedom
struggle. They should see that both those
who falsely swear by the Constitution and
those who passionately appeal to save the
same are not honest. Both are complicit in
creating the much touted ‘New India’. The
new generations should see that their New
India is not going to be a Constitutional
India. It is a predominantly Hindu India,
with traces of Muslim India visible here
and there, a Sikh India, and a Christian
India. A part of it also resides in Europe
and America. Within these exist numerous
sub-Indias based on castes, regions, lan-
guages, tribes, etc. The umpire of the
power-seeking alliances of competing
Indias is the new imperialism. It sets the
rules of competition.

New generations should also know that
while the New India team may have sup-
pressed the struggle for constitutional ide-
ology and prevented it from becoming a
political force, it still forcefully endures as
an idea; and the struggle has not been
abandoned. Needless to say, proper educa-
tion would remain the foundation of that
struggle. The day this struggle would be
abandoned, the independent, sovereign,
secular, socialist, democratic, modern
India, built with the sacrifices of millions
of Indians, will die.)

Alakh (awakening) by Anil Sadgopal
While Gandhi offered a penetrating read-
ing of capitalist-imperialist civilization, he
also acutely understood the mind-set of the

contemporary Indian elite, drawn to its
enslavement. The significance of Gandhi’s
concern for Swaraj — independence as indi-
viduals, as a society, and as a nation —
becomes clearer when we observe today’s
Indian elite fleeing capitalist-imperialist
slavery. Gandhi’s greatest apprehension
was the professional intellectuals. Today,
we see the country’s intellectual elite, both
overtly and covertly, championing the neo-
liberal agenda, which the political elite is
imposing at the behest of the capitalist-
imperialist establishment.

How can an intellectual elite, lacking a
sense of its own freedom, care about com-
mon freedom of the nation or humanity?
With the exception of a few genuine public
intellectuals who have waged a struggle
for the spirit of freedom against imperialist
slavery, most of India’s intellectuals,
knowingly or unknowingly, have surren-
dered their freedom. This is why, over the
past 20 years, the dictates of the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund,
the World Trade Organization, and multi-
national corporations have prevailed over
the Indian Constitution.

This time, [ am going to discuss the neolib-
eral stranglehold on education, which has
been a joint venture of political, bureau-
cratic, and intellectual elites. Here, I would
focus primarily on school education. A
specific and recent context is the recently
enacted Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009.
The process of implementing this law
began during the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment, when it enacted the 86th
Constitutional Amendment in 2002 to cir-
cumvent the 1993 Supreme Court decision
that granted children up to 14 years of age
the fundamental right to free education.
Later known as the 86th Constitutional
Amendment, the NDA government intro-
duced it in the Lok Sabha on November
28, 2001, as the 93rd Amendment. Anil
Sadgopal had vigorously opposed the
amendment at the time. Writing in the
November 28, 2001, issues of ‘Rashtriya
Sahara’ and ‘Times of India’, he warned
that this amendment would strip the
nation’s children of their right to educa-
tion. Citing the clause in Article 21(a)
added to Clause 3 through this amendment
that states that free and compulsory educa-
tion shall be provided “in such a manner as
the State may by law determine”, he said
that this gives the government free rein
and, most importantly, provides a legal
basis for the World Bank’s neo-liberal
policies that are infiltrating the Indian edu-
cation system.

What should have happened that the wish
of the makers of the Constitution, especial-
ly Dr. Ambedkar, who wanted to include
the right to education among the funda-
mental rights in Article 3 of the
Constitution, and who included it among
the Directive Principles of State Policy in

Article 4 of the Constitution with the
resolve to achieve the right to education
goal within ten years, and the Supreme
Court’s decision should have respected;
and efforts should have undertaken to pro-
vide equal quality education to all the chil-
dren of the country, even if it took sixty
years. But what happened was that this
fundamental right was snatched away from
children through this law through the col-
lusion of the BJP and the Congress, and the
collaboration of other political parties with
them.

If the country’s progressive intellectuals,
who are sustained by the hard-earned
wealth of the country’s working masses,
had immediately taken action and stood up
against this anti-people amendment, a sep-
arate law would surely have been enacted,
consistent with the Constitution’s funda-
mental spirit and the Supreme Court’s
decision. It would be better if progressive

L

Dr. Prem Singh

intellectuals themselves sought answers to
what more important, pro-people debates
they were pursuing in the meantime. I feel
ashamed to express what [ know. The cur-
rent law is the most blatant and recent evi-
dence of the collusion of India’s main-
stream politics, bureaucracy, and intellec-
tuals in the interests of capitalist-imperial-
ist forces against the Constitution, the
Supreme Court’s decision, and the coun-
try’s poor children.

The extent to which Indian school educa-
tion has been subjugated by the neo-liberal
agenda, particularly over the past 20 years,
is detailed and appropriately contextual-
ized in Prof. Anil Sadgopal’s booklet:
‘Sansad Mein Shiksha Ka Adhikar
Chhinane Wala Bill’ (published by Kishore
Bharati-Sarokar, Bhopal, 2nd edition, June
2009), referring to this law. This article, in
fact, is being written to expand upon the
purpose of this very booklet.

To begin with, here are some quotes from
Anil Sadgopal’s booklet: “In the late
1980s, Myron Weiner, a political science
professor at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in the United States, visited

India to study child labour and compulsory
education. In his magnum opus, ‘Child and
the State in India: Child Labour and
Education Policy in Comparative
Perspective’, published in 1991, Myron
Weiner wrote, ” The central proposition of
this study is that India’s low per capita
income and economic situation is less rel-
evant as an explanation than the belief sys-
tems of the state bureaucracy, a set of
beliefs that are widely shared by educators,
social activists, trade unionists, academic
researchers, and, more broadly, by mem-
bers of the Indian middleclass. These
beliefs are held by those outside as well as
those within government, by observant
Hindus and by those who regard them-
selves as secular, and by leftists as well as
by centrists and rightists. At the core of
these beliefs are the Indian view of the
social order, notions concerning the
respective roles of upper and lower social
strata, the role of education as a means of
maintaining differentiations among social
classes, and concerns that “excessive” and
“inappropriate” education for the poor
would disrupt existing social arrange-
ments. Rhetoric notwithstanding,
India’s policy makers have not regarded
mass education as essential to India’s mod-
ernization. They have instead put resources
into elite government schools, state-aided
private schools, and higher education in an
effort to create an educated class that is
equal to educated classes in the West and
that is capable of creating and managing a
modern enclave economy.” (P. 1)
“In fact, this Bill is not meant to grant fun-
damental rights, but to take the same away.
This is its true intention. Just think, can the
fundamental right to education be for sub-
standard and discriminatory education? In
this sense, this bill not only openly mocks
the Constitution but is also anti-education
and anti-child. ... Bypassing the country’s
democratic traditions and replacing
Parliament with the market is also a hall-
mark of the neo-liberal thinking that has
become dominant under globalization. Just
as numerous laws (such as the SEZ laws)
have been enacted over the past 20 years to
weaken democratic traditions and hand
over water, forests, land, and livelihoods to
private capital and corporate houses, this
Bill, enacted in the name of the right to
education, follows suit. ... In fact, this Bill
is a blatant interference of the so-called
free market and neo-liberal policies in our
Constitution. The public must be prepared
to fight to replace it with a new bill based
on the foundation of the Constitution. Only
then will we be able to realize the public
dream of a common school system based
on neighbourhood schools ... providing
equitable quality education to all children
without any discrimination.” (pp. 5-6).
“First question: Why is it that, despite
sixty years having passed since independ-
ence, all children in the country have not
(continew page 25)
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received education? Answer: During the free-
dom struggle, a dream was conceived of abol-
ishing Macaulay’s education system and
establishing a new system suited to the needs
of the country’s people. A revolutionary vision
of new education was also presented under
Gandhi’s leadership. However, independent
India’s ruling class did not approve of this and
not only continued Macaulay’s education sys-
tem but also strengthened it to serve their own
economic and political interests.” (p. 13)
“Third question: Will the passage of the Right
of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Bill, 2008’ introduced in the
Rajya Sabha increase the hopes of all children
quality education? Answer:
Absolutely not. Quite the opposite. This is
because this Bill is not rooted in the
Constitution but in neo-liberal capitalism and
free market economy. Instead of being formu-
lated within the context of fundamental rights,
it has been written as a charity, compromising
with the policy of unbridled commercializa-
tion of education. Substantial amendments
would be required to incorporate it into the
framework of fundamental rights. In fact, it is
under Article 21(a) of the 86th Constitutional
Amendment (2002), which is itself a result of
neo-liberalism’s of  the
Constitution. Remember that the Supreme
Court delivered the Unnikrishnan judgment in
1993, which guaranteed the fundamental right
to free and compulsory education for children
up to the age of 14 (including children below
the age of six) under Article 45. So why was
the 86th Amendment necessary? This was nec-
essary because the ruling class of India could
not digest the Unnikrishnan decision and got
an amendment made in the Constitution so
that the fundamental right given by the
Supreme Court could be taken away.

Article 21(a) of the 86th Constitutional
Amendment took away the fundamental right
to education in two ways. First, the guarantee
of balanced nutrition, health, and pre-primary
education that had been guaranteed to 170
million children under the age of six was taken
away. Second, Article 21(a) mandated that
children aged 6-14 be provided free and com-
pulsory education “in such a manner as the
State may by law determine,” giving the gov-
ernment the right to determine the form of this
fundamental right. The government does not
have this power in any other fundamental
right. The intention was to legislate and legit-
imize the distortions in education that had
occurred during the District Primary
Education Program (DPEP) and the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), so that no one could
question them. Otherwise, we could have gone
to court and argued that poor-quality, multi-
layered education violates the Constitution’s
principles of equality and equal opportunity,
and that a common school system should be
established instead. The 86th Constitutional
Amendment closed all these doors to the fight
for fundamental rights. If Parliament passes
this Bill in this form, these closed doors will
be sealed.” (pp. 20-21)

“In fact, the main struggle for education isn’t
simply about providing equitable quality edu-

to receive

infiltration

cation to everyone and preventing its privati-
zation and commercialization. The real strug-
gle is for control over the character of the
knowledge contained in education — political,
social, and cultural. You must decide what
kind of India you want, and through it, what
kind of world you want, and what kind of
knowledge economy you would like to devel-
op to build it. What role will the people of
India play in this ‘struggle and creation’ of
knowledge? Today, the hardworking but poor
people in various regions of the country, suf-
fering the brunt of globalization, are strug-
gling to secure the four resources of water,
forest, land, and livelihood, considering them
essential for their survival. In this struggle,
there is a need to develop a broad debate on
the question of equitable quality education and
the inclusion of the knowledge contained
within it as a fifth resource. Only through this
struggle will we be able to rebuild India’s edu-
cation in the interest of the common people.
Only then will a people-oriented knowledge
economy be established for global peace — not
for exploitation, profit, and dominance by the
global market. Only then the
Constitution-makers’ dream of India’s sover-
eignty, as a necessary condition for building a
welfare state in India and advancing the fight
against imperialism, be realized (p. 52).
“After the experience of the July 14, 2005
meeting, I had no logical basis left to expect
anything from the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE). Nevertheless, I continued
my fight at the September 6-7, 2005 meeting,
determined to expose the sham being perpe-
trated by the CABE in the name of democracy.
This concrete experience before the general
public [I request that colleagues read this eye-
opening experience, recorded in the third sec-
tion of the Booklet] proves that these so-called
democratic bodies and forums have complete-
ly lost their credibility — their role has been
reduced to simply approving decisions already
made by the government. In this context, the
role of intellectuals, writers, social workers,
and other prominent individuals nominated to
these bodies and forums is to legitimize the
process of approving government decisions
with their “prestigious” presence, so that the
illusion of democratic consultation persists in
the country. Therefore, the public must fight
for their rights not in closed rooms, but on the
streets, through mass movements. This is the
test of intellectuals. That they should break the
boundaries of their illusions and contribute
their knowledge to enrich the people’s move-
ment, otherwise their credibility will also be
questioned like CABE”. (p. 92)

I would like to pause here and tell you some-
thing about Prof. Anil Sadgopal. He is a lead-
ing educationist of the country. His work in
this field, from the ground to the academic, is
extremely important. In fact, it can be called
incomparable in the contemporary knowledge
landscape. He has been associated with the
Hoshangabad Experiment and the Jan Vigyan
Jatha (JVJ) in children’s education, especially
in science education. He has also been a pro-
fessor in the Faculty of Education at Delhi
University and a fellow at the Nehru Memorial

will

Museum and Library. His reputation lies in his
persistent, fearless, and tireless struggle
against the neo-liberal stranglehold that has
been steadily tightening on the country’s edu-
cation system for the past 20 years, and con-
tinues to this day. He has conducted extensive
research in this direction and exposed the real-
ity through his articles, booklets, and lectures.
He has rigorously questioned politicians,
bureaucrats, and intellectuals working for
them in education-related committees. He has
met with leaders of leftist parties and appealed
to them to intervene against the neo-liberal
agenda being imposed on education at their
party level. He has repeatedly approached stu-
dent organizations affiliated with leftist par-
ties, urging them to launch a movement on this
issue. He has also taken the issue of education
to various people’s movement organizations
and prominent individuals fighting against the
neo-liberal agenda.

He is the first intellectual in the country to
urge people’s movements to include education
alongside their struggles for water, forests,
land and livelihood (jal jungle zameen aur jee-
vika). This is a very valid call. Indeed, if peo-
ple’s movements seeking coordination unite
around the issue of education, it could yield
very meaningful results and pave the way for
a comprehensive struggle going forward.

Anil Sadgopal, while pursuing his endeavour,
has not considered whether the organisations
or individuals he approached are small or
large. He frequently visits smaller political
parties like the Samajwadi Jan Parishad (SJP)
and smaller youth and student organizations
like the Vidyarthi Yuvjan Sabha (VYS). He
perhaps considers these two organizations to
be the most vocal voices of opposition to
neoliberalism. While Anil Sadgopal considers
the problem of education holistically, juxta-
posing the tightening grip of neo-liberalism in
every sector, over the past five to six years he
has devoted much of his time to critiquing and
opposing the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Bill, 2008, and
its background, the 86th Constitutional
Amendment.

Although that Bill, validating the 86th
Constitutional Amendment, has now become
an Act, Anil Sadgopal hasn’t given up his fight
against it. He remains in the field with the
same vigour, without complaining about who
supported him to what extent or who didn’t.
He also holds no grudge against some of his
one-time colleagues, academic luminaries,
who never supported him in the CABE, and
who have completely sided with the govern-
ment.

You’ve often seen pro-establishment intellec-
tuals become overly self-absorbed. The reason
for this is not a secret. They create the illusion
of self-absorption to conceal from themselves
and others the truth of their subservience to
the system. They speak as if they are from a
distant land, having no business with the sys-
tem of this world! In literature, such charac-
ters are called narcissists. Often, even those
opposed to the system remain fascinated by
their own existence. Their fate is not much dif-
ferent either. Their self-absorption prevents

them from expanding the reach of their strug-
gle. They ultimately either submit to the serv-
ice of authority or become suicidal!
At the beginning of part three of the booklet,
Anil Sadgopal writes: “The fight for the fun-
damental right to education has been fought
both within and outside government forums,
committees, and commissions. This article
records my experience fighting within a high-
level government committee, the CABE. ...
Obviously, this story has been told from my
perspective. Therefore, it is natural for my
prejudices and predilections to be reflected in
it. I have interpreted each experience within
my own ideological framework. ... In this
story, I have mentioned the names of a few
prominent people where absolutely necessary,
or have alluded to them without naming them.
My intention in doing so was not to cast asper-
sions on any particular individual. I believe
that whatever I experienced on this committee
is an inevitable part of the historical period of
the neo-liberal phase of capitalism.” (p. 78)
It is clear that Anil Sadgopal is not self-right-
eous, but an intellectual who stands firm on
the issue. His perceptivity extends from Marx
to Gandhi. He possesses the understanding
and ability to coordinate forces opposed to
neo-liberalism and in favour of equality.
While most intellectuals have become advo-
cates of inclusion. That is why Anil Sadgopal
is able to call this struggle the struggle of the
people of India, confident that it will continue
against the neo-liberal agenda and that victory
will be achieved. Perhaps, this is what alakh
jagana is all about!
The Role of Disguised Neo-liberals
I have taken the liberty of quoting and
explaining above lengthy excerpts from Anil
Sadgopal’s booklet for a specific purpose.
These excerpts reveal the extent to which
Indian education policy and system have fall-
en into the grip of neoliberalism. Just as the
Constitution’s ideology was distorted to fit the
economy into a neo-liberal mould, the same
has happened with the education system. This
has not been the work of the political elite
alone; they are supported by the intellectual
elite of the country. Those who read this book-
let in its entirety will realize that this distor-
tion of the Constitution’s ideology is being
carried out not with precision but with blatant
shamelessness. While today this shameless-
ness is more visible among politicians and
bureaucrats, tomorrow intellectuals too may
resort to the similar.
In this neo-liberal era, it’s incredibly difficult
opposing the government’s neo-liberal agenda
in education while discussing with a principal,
a vice-chancellor, or an intellectual nominated
to an important committee. Even with most
teachers, they bristle when the Constitution’s
pledge to provide equal education to all is
cited. They may be experts in their respective
subjects, but they haven’t the
Constitution. When apprised, they are aston-
ished if such a Constitution exists! Despite
being teachers, they are completely immersed
in the beliefs of the ruling class. Myron
Weiner’s conclusion in 1991 has only become
(continew page 26)
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stronger after 20 years of
the neo-liberal era.

As a member of the CABE,
Anil Sadgopal has men-
tioned and alluded to some
scholars who supported the
government on the Bill. He
has also been active outside
the CABE on this Bill, and
he must have experienced
the intellectuals’ position
there as well. However,
and

when  politicians

bureaucrats are not present,
typically
promise full support and

intellectuals

struggle on any issue of
public interest. If they have
time from “important
engagements,” they may
even attend some event.
Their
revealed only when they
are dealt with. And that is,

their assurances are false.

truthfulness 18

Anil Sadgopal should also
mention his experiences
outside the limited scope of
the CABE in this context.
This will clarify the chal-
lenges facing colleagues
genuinely active in oppos-
ing neo-liberalism.

Reading the experiences of
prominent intellectuals and
social workers at CABE
meetings, it seems Anil
Sadgopal considers them to
be victims of their back-
ground. He writes, “...each
individual plays a specific,
predetermined role due to
their socio-economic class
background and their rela-
tionship with the ruling
class and the market. There
are some who, due to spe-
cial circumstances, are able
to play a progressive and
pro-people role, or even try
to, despite their class back-
ground. But most people
are unable to break their
predetermined boundaries.
With this understanding, I
am not at all interested in
portraying any particular
individual in a negative
light ... we all act accord-
ing to our class background
and understanding, but in

another historical period,
the potential hidden within
could be
revealed and positively

each of us

transform our role.” (P. 78-
79)

This humble submission of
Prof. Anil Sadgopal can be
discussed very briefly.
First, what could be a more
negative image than por-
traying a respected intellec-
tual, his actions and deci-
sions, as a prisoner of his
background? Second, the
positive emergence of hid-
den potential in a historical
phase feels like something
of a divine revelation!
Third, Anil Sadgopal’s
booklet also hints that he
considers the intellectuals
who did not support him in
CABE to be temporarily
lost or under pressure from
the government. He also
harbours a hope that they
will return to the cause. |
wish him well for his good
hopes!

Anyway, let’s leave these
three things aside for now. I
find this very interpretation
problematic. At least in the
context of modern, transi-
tional India, where hardly
any background could be
termed as typical.
Figuratively speaking, here
in India countless cats cross
paths of one’s life through-
out life. Except for a small
upper class, there is hardly
childhood,

cence, youth, or later life in

any adoles-
India that is shaped by a
singular socio-economic
background. Certainly not
that of teachers. Generally,
those who come from a
back-

ground become teachers

lower economic
here. Even if they are of a
higher caste or class, the
poor become teachers.
They have experienced
deprivation. Because of
such a background, they
should not be a supporter of

neoliberalism. After

becoming a  teacher,
whether in a government
school or a college or uni-
versity, they encounter
numerous students in the
classroom every year with
diverse but loose back-
that

resemble their own. For

grounds generally
that reason, they should not
be a supporter of neoliber-
alism.

Dalit and tribal teachers,
writers, and thinkers are
even less so. Given their
backgrounds, who can
more fully understand the
burden of the solid ‘pyra-
mid’ of capitalism of neo-
liberal era that has been
firmly entrenched on the
chest of humanity? But we
all know that most Dalit
intellectuals in India are
supporters of neoliberal-
ism, or rather, not opposed
to it.

Professor Krishna Kumar,
whom Anil Sadgopal men-
tions in the booklet, is a
renowned intellectual and
writer, not just a teacher.
Even if his class position
had been supportive of
neoliberalism, he could
have changed it through his
intellectual potency. The
problem remains: why, at
this particular juncture in
history, Anil Sadgopal’s
inherent potential leads him
to oppose neoliberalism,
while Krishna Kumar or
others from similar back-
grounds support it? We
believe that it is not so
much the background that
determines partisanship,
but the conscious reflec-
tion. At least this seems to
be true of intellectuals.
Most intellectuals in the
world and in India consider
progress and development
to be the same as those
championed by capitalism.
Some express their beliefs
directly, others covertly.
Most progressive and secu-
lar intellectuals in India are
latent neo-liberals. That is,

while accepting the capital-
ist meaning of progress and
development, they some-
times pursue their goals
under the guise of secular-
ism and sometimes democ-
racy. They are perhaps
ashamed to directly admit
their mental slavery to cap-
This  requires

of  Madhu
Kishwar, who believes that
the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment lost the 2004 general

italism.
‘courage’

election because it did not
implement neo-liberal
reforms as quickly as
expected. By this logic, the
reason for the Congress-led
UPA government’s victory
this time (2009) is that it
implemented reforms
quickly. Once this reality is
recognized, there would be
no problem.

The inner psyche of both
covert and overt neo-liber-
als is the same, and it’s
casy to get a glimpse of it.
Just turn the neck and look!
You’ll see that they’ve
accepted that India has
become what it was des-
tined to be. Now, they must
devote their talents to that
in the collaboration of
those who have made it so.
The

movements against neolib-

genuine  people’s
eralism, both domestically
and internationally, will
soon fizzle out. Until they
do, we’ll keep them dis-
tracted. There’s the World
Social Forum (WSF)! The
Naxalites will be dealt with
by the state, with American
assistance. Like the capital-
ists, every progressive
mind believes that farmers
and artisans will eventually
be finished. “Sooner is bet-
ter.” If they’re gone, the
problems of over-popula-
tion and backwardness will
be solved. Then, peace will
reign, just as their offspring
are doing in America and
prosperous European coun-
tries. There, you’ll also get
a glimpse that even if the

bastion of capitalism col-
lapses in America and
Europe, it will remain in
India. India and China will
be the next pillars of capi-
talism!

What is your answer sir?
If someone, despite sup-
porting the Right to
Education Bill, claims he is
not a supporter of neo-lib-
eralism, he should be asked
a few questions. In fact,
Anil Sadgopal has simpli-
fied the matter. He should
simply respond to Anil
Sadgopal’s booklet point
by point, proving that this
Law was enacted in accor-
dance with the spirit of the
Indian Constitution, not a
neo-liberal agenda. During
the Bill,
Kumar, n

a debate on
Krishna
response to Anil Sadgopal’s
objection, said, ‘Na nau
man tel hoga na Radha
nchegi’ (Setting impossible
conditions for a task). This
rhetoric, to borrow Dr.
Lohia’s words, reflects the
vileness of the Indian intel-
ligentsia when discussing
the grave problem of the
children

receiving education even

country’s not
sixty years after independ-
ence. We also found him
extremely careless when he
described  the
Yashpal Committee report

recent

as “historic.”

Nevertheless, understand-
ing the meaning of his
statement — ‘Let whatever
is possible happen, howev-
er it is possible. If the ideal
situation  hasn’t  been
achieved in sixty years,
your clamouring won’t
bring it about now’ — let me
ask some questions about
this Law: After excluding
children between the age of
one and six and 14 and 18
from the fundamental right
to education, will all the
children who will be edu-
cated receive equal quality
education? Will this Law

significantly reduce the

deeply ingrained unequal
education system in the
country? Will it reduce the
commercialization of edu-
cation? Will some regula-
tion of profit-making
schools based on govern-
ment hand-outs be possi-
ble? Is the “historicity” of
the Yashpal

report consistent with the

Committee

Indian Constitution or with
a neo-liberal agenda? There
are many more questions,
and they can be asked of
any supporter of this Law
who argues that, despite 60
years of struggle, children
between the ages of one
14 or 18 haven’t
received the right to free,

and

compulsory, and equal
quality education, then we
should continue to fight for
what this law has provided.
There must be an answer.
There must be constructive
debate on the subject. If the
answer doesn’t come, if
debate isn’t conducted,
then it’s self-evident that,
whatever the guise, you are
with neoliberalism. Your
current role models are
Gandhi

Manmohan Singh,

Sonia and
and
tomorrow’s Rahul Gandhi.
The Indian Constitution
holds no meaning for you,
just as it does for your lead-
ers. You are soldiers in the
struggle for inclusion, not
equality.

I Would like to conclude
with Anil Sadgopal’s obser-
vation: “It should be clear
that
invoked when the constitu-

‘inclusion’ is only

tional principle of equality
is denied. Indeed, the Right
to Education Bill intro-
duced in the Parliament is
designed around ‘inclu-
sion,’ not equality.” (p. 8)

(The author,
with the socialist move-

associated

ment, is a former teacher at
Delhi University and a for-
mer fellow at the Indian
Institute of Advanced
Study, Shimla.)
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Air conditioners have seen a
significant surge in recent
years, particularly in coun-
tries with hot climates like
India.
In our increasingly climate-
controlled world, air condi-
tioning has evolved from a
luxury into a near necessity.
In the scorching heat of
summer and the heatwave
which breaks the spirit of
even most fans of the sum-
mer season, air conditioning
seems like a blessing.
When the temperature is
unbearable, often exceeding
40 °C, the easiest resort is to
switch on the AC and relax
in the cool air.
High temperatures com-
bined with humidity can be
dangerous, leading to dehy-
dration, heat exhaustion, and
heatstroke. As a result, peo-
ple spend most of their lives
indoors under controlled
cooling, moving from air-
conditioned homes to cars,
offices, malls, shopping cen-
tres and gyms.

Across cities, from Delhi to
Dubai, air conditioners have
become less of a luxury and
more of a survival tool.
While AC systems provide
comfort and safety, constant
exposure to artificial cooling
can lead to dry skin, fine
lines, dull complexion, brit-
tle hair, and fatigue.

The very machines protect-
ing us from heat may be qui-
etly reshaping our wellness
in ways we rarely question.

Prolonged reliance on artifi-
cial cooling can cause
fatigue, lethargy, or chronic
headaches, sometimes
called “sick building syn-
drome,” due to poor air cir-
culation and lower oxygen
levels.

Unlike sunburn or direct
heat exposure, AC-related
dehydration develops gradu-
ally. Many people spend
extended hours in offices,
cars, shopping malls, and
air-conditioned bedrooms,
often without noticing the

slow loss of moisture.
Symptoms usually become
noticeable only after persist-
ent dryness, itching, or
changes in skin and hair tex-
ture develop over time.

1—Immunity Reduction
Due to Artificial Cooling—

Constant reliance on ACs
can weaken your body’s nat-
ural ability to adjust to tem-
perature changes. Drastic
temperature swings between
air-conditioned indoors and
hot outdoors can cause
“summer chills” and muscle
stiftness, weakening the
body’s immunity and overall
health. AC systems reduce
humidity and create cold
environments that draw
moisture from the body,
causing significant dryness,
irritation, and brittleness.
This environment damages
the skin barrier, leading to
flaking, itching (winter itch),
and cracked skin, while also
causing dry, dull hair and
brittle, weak nails.

Air conditioners don’t just
cool, they strip moisture
from the air and that has bio-
logical consequences. When
the skin loses water, it
becomes rough, tight, and
flaky.

When indoor air becomes
too dry, often caused by con-
stant air conditioning, it
accelerates trans-epidermal
water loss, where moisture
is pulled directly from your
skin and hair, resulting in a
dull, tired, and tight appear-
ance, especially after cleans-
ing. Dry air causes skin to
contract, making fine lines
and wrinkles more pro-
nounced.
2-AC ACNE
Air conditioning causes
acne by stripping moisture
from the air, dehydrating the
skin, and causing sebaceous
glands to overproduce
sebum, leading to clogged
pores, inflammation, and
acne breakouts, particularly
in dry/oily combination
skin.

This imbalance can create a
cycle where the skin

Shahnaz Husain

becomes dry and oily at the
same time, making it diffi-
cult to manage skin care
effectively.

Overproduction of oil can
also contribute to the devel-
opment of other skin prob-
lems, such as blackheads,
whiteheads, and inflamma-
tion, commonly known as
“AC acne”

3— Accelerated Ageing —

Prolonged exposure close to
12 hours in an air-condi-
tioned environment can
cause premature skin age-
ing.

Cold, dry air reduces skin
elasticity and can cause the
skin to to shrink, sag, and
develop fine lines. Over
time, prolonged exposure to
dry air can lead to premature
wrinkles and sagging skin.
When air conditioning
removes moisture from the

N

environment, your skin loses
its plumpness and elasticity,
leading to premature signs
of ageing. Wrinkles and fine
lines may appear more
noticeable.

4—Chapped lips
Air conditioners  cause
chapped lips by reducing
indoor humidity, which
strips moisture from the air
and dehydrates the delicate,
gland-free skin on your lips.
The skin on the lips is thin-
ner and more delicate than
facial skin. It lacks impor-
tant protective features that
other skin areas have.
Unlike other parts of the
skin, our lips lack oil glands
and can’t produce moisture.
This makes them especially
vulnerable to external condi-
tions. Prolonged exposure to
dry AC environments often
leads to dryness, cracking,
and peeling. Lips cannot

produce natural oils to lock
in moisture, while moisture
escapes faster from lips than
from facial skin in a con-
trolled atmosphere.

By understanding how AC
affects your skin, hair, and
body, and by making small
but consistent changes, you
can protect your youth and
maintain healthy, glowing
skin despite the hot climate.
There are several ways to
deal with the situation so
that your skin doesn’t show
signs of damage. First, drink
plenty of water, soup, juices,
etc. to maintain skin hydra-
tion. Add a pinch of salt per
litre of water for better cellu-
lar absorption

Add electrolytes occasional-
ly to improve absorption.
Eat water-rich foods like
Lettuce and, celery, cucum-
ber, watermelon, strawber-
ries, and oranges, etc.

™ Foods like berries, green tea,

dark chocolate, and leafy
greens are high in antioxi-
dants. They can protect your
skin from damage caused by
AC.
Keep indoor temperatures
between 23 and 25 degrees
to balance comfort and skin
health. This range provides
comfort without being
excessively cold, and thus, it
helps to maintain natural
thermoregulation ~ while
reducing the risk of dryness.
Use a humidifier as it adds
back the lost moisture into
the air-conditioned room by
releasing vapours or steam,
thus helping to maintain an
optimal humidity level in
your living space and coun-
tering the drying effect of air
conditioning. Using a
humidifier at night can sig-
nificantly improve skin tex-
ture over time. Apply mois-
turiser, lip balm or hand
cream after every few hours.
Keep your A/C clean.——
Clean air filters ensure better
indoor air quality, trapping
dust, pollen, and other par-
ticulates. Wash your air fil-
ters every third month
.Older A/C units can release
CFCs (chlorofluorocar-
bons). This is a refriger-
ant that can harm the
ozone layer, heating the
Earth
Additionally, you should
also take regular breaks
from air-conditioned
environments. It will
allow your body to adjust
to natural temperatures,
thus promoting better
thermoregulation  and
reducing dependency on
artificial cooling
The key lies in hydration,
barrier protection, humid-
ity balance, and mindful
indoor living. When these
are addressed, comfort
and youth can coexist—
even under constant air
conditioning.
The author is internation-
al fame beauty expert and
is called the herbal queen
of India

ooooooo
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The upcoming Census,
2027 presents an impor-
tant aspect of the
emerging socio-politi-
cal scenario with regard
to the Scheduled Castes
commonly called Dalits.
Here are the key param-
eters which intersect
with Dalit populations.
The term Dalit is used
for those who were so
called “untouchables”
and others that were
outside of the tradition-
al Hindu caste hierar-

chy.

Official Classification:
Dalits are officially rec-
ognized in government
records as Scheduled
Castes (SCs), a category
that currently enumer-
ates Hindu, Sikh, and
Buddhist Dalits. The
2011 Census officially
logged over 201 million
SCs.

The 2027 Census: The
upcoming decennial
count will expand its
demographic scope,
with plans to collect
broader socio-economic
and caste details. This
broader enumeration
has sparked debate
within Dalit communi-
ties regarding how to
balance specific caste
identities with religious
identity to protect state
benefits (Reservations).
Conversion and Status:
Disclosing conversion
to Christianity or Islam
can affect legal access
to state benefits and
reservations tied to the
traditional Dalit/SC
identity.

I will confine my study
only to Dalits as, of
late; 1t has Dbeen
observed that this time
Dalits of various
denominations are
slowly getting more
vocal about their identi-
ty separate from that of
Hindus and  Sikhs.
Though the enumeration
in the census is being
done on the basis of
constitutional  provi-
sions with regard to
religion and caste and
as such only; Hindus,

Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains,
Muslims, Christians and
other smaller denomina-
tions yet Dalits are pre-
senting their case as a

separate entity and
identity in view of the
historical background

of Hindu hierarchy and
struggle of oppressed
and depressed people —
so called untouchables,
SCs, Dalits etc. My
recent informal interac-
tion with some of the
concerned and knowl-
edgeable intellectuals
of the Dalit community;
Manohar Mahey, Sat
Paul  Virdi, Balbir
Chander, Gian Kaul,
Harmesh Jassal, Baldev
Bhardwayj, Sohan
Sehjal, Harbans Virdee,
Charan Dass Sandhu,
Varindra Kumar,
Paramjit Mahey among
others presenting Ad-
dharm (Moolnivasi),
Ravidassia  Religion,
Buddhism, has thrown
some the facts about the
Census and the Dalit
communities. I will try
to put across these with
my own observations
not as an academic or
expert but as a con-

cerned citizen and
member of the Dalit
community.

Going by the current
scenario, there are, to
my mind, the following
four prepositions for the
so called Dalits which
require consideration
and action. One may
find my views untradi-
tional and may not find
easy understanding but
someone has to state the
reality —

1. Remain Hindus as
Born - Majority of
Dalits, due to ignorance
and backwardness, do
not pay much attention
and consideration to the
issue and are totally
oblivious of their Hindu
identity. They remain
what they are as they
were born to Hindu par-
ents. They, knowingly
or otherwise, remain
with the main stream of
the society that is
Hinduism. It is a fact

that Hinduism did not

treat, the so called
‘Untouchables or
Outcastes’ outside the

Varna System of Manu,
well for centuries
together. Right from the
Saints of the Bhakti
Movement of 15-16th
century to down the
lines to Babasaheb
Ambedkar till mid
1930s tried their best to
reform Hindu religion

and integrate the so
called Dalits to the
main stream of the

Hindu society as equal
partners. But they failed
miserably as the very
edifice of Hindu society
is based on graded

inequality as ordained
in Manusmriti and other

al \
Ramesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career
Diplomat.

Hindu scriptures.
Political developments,
in the run up to India’s
independence, in the
contemporary times
starting from the estab-
lishment of Ad-dhram
Mandal in 1926 and
acceptance of its
demand to include Ad-
dhram as a religion in
the Census of 1931 as a

distinct
identity of Dalits, the

(non-Hindu)

Round Table
Conferences in London
in the early years of
1930s, Communal
Award of PM Ramsey
MacDonald in 1932 pro-
viding separate elec-
torates to Dalits, Poona
Pact of 1932 signed
between  the caste
Hindus led by Mahatma
Gandhi and Babasaheb
Ambedkar, India Act of
1935 and finally the
Constitution of inde-
pendent India which
came into effect in
January 1950, changed
the socio-political and
also socio-religious sce-
nario with adopting the
cardinal principles of
Secularism, Socialism
and Democracy in the
constitution. Dalits are
empowered and they are
trying their best to
stand up and claim their
rightful place in the
socio-political  space
both in the polity a
society. Though the
caste discrimination
still persists yet Dalits
have tended to show
their resolve to oppose
the discrimination tooth
and nail. It is almost
certain  that things
would come to head if
the so called wupper
castes and main stream
of the society don’t
come around and
respect Dalits and bring
about Samrasta as visu-
alized by RSS and other
right wing Hindu out-
fits. The ground reali-
ties are fast coming to
surface that Dalits are

no more interested in
remaining at the mar-
gins of the society.
They are ready to fight
from within and stand
for their equal space
and ground in the socie-
ty as Hindus. The caste
Hindus need to go an
extra mile in this regard
coming out of the lip
service., if they are
interested in keeping
the Hindu citadel safe
and secure. This was the
scenario one.

Mein Nahin Sandesh
SwaragKa Laya

Is Bhutal Ko Hi Swarag

Banane Aya
2. Independent Identity
as Ad-dharmi

(Moolnivasi) — The sec-
ond proposition for
Dalits is to assert them-
selves and claim sepa-
rate identity (Non-
Hindus) as the original
inhabitants of India,
separate from Aryans
who came from outside
India and subjugated
the original inhabitants;
Dalits  (outside the
Varna system of
Hindus)— Ad-dharmis or
Moolnivasis. It is not a
new or concept and has
historical context.
Dravids in the South
represented by Periyar
Ramsamy Naicker and
Dalits represented by
Ad-dhram Mandal of
Babu Mangu Ram
Mugowalia established
in June, 1926 (Some
months ahead of RSS).
The Ad-dharm Mandal
has as all the ingredi-
ents and parameters
(Jhnda, Book, Slogan,
Salutation, Agenda,

Roadmap) to qualify as
an outfit to claim sepa-
rate identity for Dalits
separate from Hindus
and even other denomi-
nations like Sikhs
(recent offshoots from
Hinduism). The British
rulers, in their own wis-
dom, and  historical
oppression and suppres-
sion of Dalits by the

caste hierarchies of
Hindus, recognized the
claims of Ad-dharm

Mandal in 1931 Census
and enumerated them as
Ad—dhramis. The
caste-Hindus opposed it
tooth and nail but
failed. The subsequent

developments as
explained in the first
proposition above

changed the entire sce-
nario. The Hindu lead-
ership led by Mahatma
Gandhi, Madan Mohan
Malviya to begin with
and later the Hindu
leadership of RSS/Jan
Sangh/BJP and their
affiliates, by hook and
crook, succeeded in
making Dalits as an
appendix of the main
stream of the society to
save Hinduism. They
succeeded in cheating
and blackmailing even
Babasaheb Ambedkar in
the Poona Pact and later
prevailed upon him in
the framing of the
Constitution to appro-
priate Dalits as an inte-
gral part of Hindus.
Babasaheb Ambedkar, a
nationalist to the core
and a visionary leader
did his best in the given
circumstances to save
the country from divi-
sive tendencies in the
larger interests of the
society at large. Dalits
are to decide them-
selves these important

aspects as bonafide
Indian citizens who
intend to live with

human dignity, not as an
appendix of the oppres-
sive society, under the
shelter of the
Constitution of India.
According 2011 Census,
there were 201.4 mil-
lion Dalits in India. In
(continew page 29)




www.samajweekly.com

Special

28/06/2026 29

The Indian Census — The Dalit Perspective

addition to it, Dalits live in
peripheral  countries like
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
and Pakistan and also in coun-
tries in Europe, Canada, USA,
and New Zealand among oth-
ers. I recall an Urdu couplet —
Jo Dil Mein Hai; Woh Kehne
Ki Himmat Kyon Nahin Karte
Nahin Manjoor Hai Manjar; To
Bagabat Kyon Nahin Karte

3. Buddhism- The third prop
open to Dalits is to convert
and embrace Buddhism. It was
the  stream  chosen by
Babasaheb Ambedkar after he
got frustrated and could not
reform Hinduism in the 1930s.
In 1936, he pronounced that he
was born a Hindu and it was
not in his hands but will not as
a Hindu which was in his
hands. He took more than 20
years to fulfill his solemn
pledge and formally embraced
Buddhism at Nagpur (Diksha
Bhoomi) on October 14, 1956
along with several lakhs of his
followers. It was an epoch
making development in the
socio-religious realm not only
in India but beyond too. It was
the revival of Buddhism in
India. His treatise on
Buddhism - Buddha and His
Dhamma is an authoritative
account of Buddhism
explained for the masses.
Babasaheb was a man of vision
and knowledge. He explained
fully as to why he had taken
this step to shed the scourge of
graded inequality perpetuated
in the society in the name of
tenants of Manusamriti and
other Hindu texts. From the
day one of his embracing of
Buddhism, Babasaheb started
the work of making India
‘Buddhmai’ and motivated his
followers to follow suit. He
thoughtfully prepared the
roadmap in this regard includ-
ing taking help and support of
Buddhist outfits in India and
abroad. But it was not to be;
he passed away (Parinirvana)
on December 6, 1956 in less
than two months of his starting
the historic journey as a
Boddhisatava. The conditions
and climate changed; the lofty
idea got a big jolt. The follow-
ers of Babasaheb mostly in
Maharashtra followed by UP
and Punjab picked the threads
and tried to spread the idea but
could not make any headway.
As of now there are only less
than 90 lakh Buddhists in
India, a negligible figure in a
country of 150 crorers.
Meanwhile, the main stream of
the society playing their usual
card appropriated the Neo-
Buddhists to their fold, as they
did with the SC Sikhs earlier,
by extending the provisions of
Reservation to the Buddhists
in 1990. The Hindu scheming
lot even declared Gautama the
Buddha as the Incarnation

(Avtar) of Hindu deity Vishnu.
Buddhists seem to be happy as
an appendix of Hindus as SCs
as they were. This preposition
for Dalits to be Buddhists has
no merit, to my mind. I am
afraid many of my friends in
the Ambedkarite circles will
not like my candid views but
we need to be pragmatic and
truthful and even ‘Tarksheel’
in the light of what Buddha
said ‘Apna Deepak Aap Bano —
Be your own light’.

Jo Ashiana Sakhay Nazuk Pe
Banega; Na-paydar Hoga

Ravidassia Dhram - This is
fourth and last prop -
Ravidassia Religion floated by
Dera Sachkhand Ballan of
Jalandhar in the wake of tragic
and unfortunate incidents in
Vienna (Austria) in May, 2009
in which Sant Ramanand was
martyred by some Sikh funda-
mentalists and the present
Head (Gaddi Nasheen) of the
Dera, Sant Niranjan Dass was
seriously wounded but sur-
vived. Ravidassia Dhram was
formally launched in February,
2010 with ‘Har’ as its Singnia
and Amritbani (Verses of Guru
Ravidass) as its holy Granth.
The Ravidassia Dharm is an
independent religion estab-
lished by Dera Sach Khand
Ballan, a prominent spiritual
dera located in the village of
Ballan, near Jalandhar, Punjab.
It was formally declared to
give the Ravidassia communi-
ty a distinct religious identity.
It was a jerk reaction of the
Ad-dhrami community to give
way to the pent up emotions
against the Sikhs and notional-
ly against the Hindus. Before
this, Dera was adhering to the
Sikh tenants as per the teach-
ings of Guru Granth Sahib. I
can easily say, as said it in
2010 too even at the risk of
annoying many of my friends
and fellow Ad-dhrmis;
Ravidassia Dharm was a
thoughtless and uncalled for
step taken in hurry. It has, to
my mind, further divided the
community and has confined
Dalits only to so called
Chamars/Ad-dharmis of Hindu
extraction. It has alienated
Sikhs — Mazabi and Ravidassia
extraction. The new Dhram has
negated the idea and principles
of Ad-dhram Mandal, an inclu-
sive prop of Identity to the
entire Dalit communities, of
Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia
of which Sant Sarwan Dass of
Sachkhand Ballan was a
founding father. Dera
Sachkhand Ballan had been the
votary and proponent of Ad-
dharm Movement right up to
mid1970s when at a meeting at
Ballan under the stewardship
of Sant Sarwan Dass, Seth
Khushi Ram, one of my fellow
BootanMandians was appoint-

ed as the President of the out-
fit to carry forward the agenda
of Dalit Identity to assert for
our due space in the society. I
am sorry to say that Ravidassia
Dharm has distracted the com-
munity from getting united and
struggle for its rights and
space in the society at large.
My friends in the community
who  support Ravidassia
Dharm, as far as I know, has
not done anything worthwhile
under the current legal and
procedural arrangements, to
register and promote the newly
floated outfit except talking in
the air once in a while mainly
as giving way to their emo-
tionally charged minds. It has
not taken them anywhere. My
simple question as a layman is:
Did Dera Sachkhand Ballan
raise the issue of registration
and recognition in the Census
with PM Narendra Modi when
he visited the Dera in
February, 2026 and before that
when Sant Niranjan Dass, the
Gaddi Nasheen, met the PM at
his residence last year? If yes,
what was his response? If not,
why not? I think, Ravidassia
Dharm is not the answer to the
requirements of dignified life
and space in the society. Dalits
would remain an appendix of
Hindus as we are. Ravidassia
Dharm has no locus standi in
the matter. Let us be pragmatic
and find our way forward in
the current socio-political sit-
uation in the country.

Andhi Ke Jhonkon Se; Jhuk
Jayen Jis Tehjibo Tammadun
Ki Sakhaine

Hum Aisi Nazuk Sakhaon Per;
Tamire Nasheman Kya Karte

The Prognosis — All said and
done, let us proceed towards
the prognosis as to what
should be done to strengthen
the social fabric of the Indian
society on one hand and get
due space and share and digni-
fied identity to Dalits, the
marginalized sections of the
society as stipulated and visu-
alized by our forefathers led
by Babasaheb Ambedkar in the
Constitution of India and the
relevant statues of India that is
Bharat. Most of the Dalits are
landless and economically
weak Hindus. If we really
intend to make India that is
Bharat belong “We the people
of India’ as enshrined in the
Constitution of India, we need
to make the India an inclusive
and all-embracing society;
secular, socialist, democratic.
With this background, Dalits,
to my mind, have only two
options; ad-seriatim —

1. Remain as Hindus — Dalits
are Hindus and should remain
so unless and until anyone of
them does not voluntarily opt
to convert to some other

stream like; Islam.
Christianity, Sikhism, Jainism,
Buddhism or any other.
Though as of now Dalits are
still fighting for their due
space and dignified life in the
Hindu fold due to historic
inhuman and condemnable
Manuwadi system yet now a
days Dalits are getting fully
empowered to challenge and
undo the nefarious designs to
keep Dalits marginalized.
Thanks to the winds of change
due to the matching provisions
in the Constitution and the
very edifice of the Indian poli-
ty and society based on the
cardinal principles of ‘Justice,
Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity. In the 19th century,
the Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samayj
and the Ramakrishna Mission
actively participated in the
campaign of the rights of
Dalits besides many more
reform movements. Babasaheb
Ambedkar  furthered and
cemented the campaign by
codifying the reform agenda in
the Constitution itself. Dalits
are fully capable of defending
themselves with or without the
so called Upper Castes. Dalits
will be Hindus at their own
terms; it should be clear to the
main stream of the Hindu soci-
ety, if India is to transform to
Bharat. If the caste Hindus
will not understand this
ground reality, they will do so
at their own peril. Dalits are
no more interested in remain-
ing as second rate citizens and
degraded human beings under
any dispensation. Manuwad
has to be eradicated, annihilat-
ed and buried and Dalits shall
live as equal partners and
stakeholders both in the polity
and society.

Masjid To Baa Di Pal bhar
Mein; Iman Ki Hararat Walon
Ne

Man Apna Purana Papi Hai;
Barson Se¢ Namazi Ban Na
Saka

Igbal Bada Updeshak Hai;
Man Baton Se Moh Leta Hai
Guftar Ka To Yeh Gazi Bana;
Kirdar Ka Gazi Ban Na Saka

2. Distinct and separate
Identity as Ad-dharmis
(Moolnivasi) — Many well to
do Dalits somehow feel, may
be rightly so, that they cannot
get due respect and dignity in
Hindusism and even in
Sikhism and must get their dis-
tinct identity as Ad-dharmis
(Moolnivasis). The Ad-dhram
Movement started by Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia in
Punjab in 1926 in the North of

India and the Dravid
Movement of Periyar
Ramsamy Naicar in Tamil

Nadu in the South floated the
idea and carried forward
through the available legal
procedures and by motivating

the Dalit masses. In the 1931
Census, the British authorities
recognized Ad-dharm as a sep-
arate entity separate from the
Hindus. But the subsequent
developments in the run up to
reform in the Hindu society
and independence of like: the
Communal Award of 1932 pro-
viding separate electorates to
Dalits, Poona Pact signed
between Mahatma Gandhi and
Babasaheb Ambedkar provid-
ing for Reservations to Dalits
instead of Separate
Electorates, Elections in 1937
in which Ad-dharm Mandal
and its allies won about 10
seats in the Punjab Assembly,
Abolishment of untouchability
in the laws of the land,
Empowerment and Affirmative
provisions in the Constitution
of India, Ambedkar’s embrac-
ing of Buudhism in 1956 tend-
ed to negate the agenda of the
Ad-dharm Movement. In the
process slowly the Movement
became dormant in spite of the
renewed endeavors of Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia to
revive the A-dharm Movement,
it could not be sustained.
Hindus, mindfully and tactful-
ly, succeeded in appropriating
Ad-dharm as a caste under the
Hindu fold. If Dalits still feel
strongly enough that there is
no future for them in Hinduism
as Hindus are not seriously
and sincerely engaged to
establish a casteless society
and integrate Dalits with the
main stream of the society as
equal partners and stakehold-
ers, they may consider and
demand their separate Identity
as Ad-dharmis (Moolnivasis).
They are free to do so under
the constitutional and civic
norms as their demographic
share is considerable enough
to hold their demand — more
than 25 crorers with almost
20% of the total Hindu popula-
tion in the country. What let us
see how could it be done? Is it
that simple? The answer is big
No. There is no Babu Mango
Ram Mugowalia, Babasaheb
Ambedkar, Periyar Ramasamy
Naicker, Babu Kanshi Ram
around. The Dalit leadership is
divided among the Ad-dharmi,
Ravidassias, Mazahbis,
Kabirpanthis, Buddhists,
Balmikis etc. under their sev-
eral political hues and colors.
The political reservations have
made the political leadership
‘Stooges - Chamchas’ as
termed by Babu Kanshi Ram.
Dalit spiritual Deras are con-
fused and are self-centered
outfits. The Gaddi Nasheens
and their coteries are content-
ed by adding to their real
estates and enjoying gun-
wielding security rings around
them provided by the govern-
ments. All these Deras, unfor-
tunately, have become dens of
self-seekers  without any

vision. They are not interested
in engaging with the intelli-
gentsia and academia of the
community to chalk out the
framework and roadmap for
the identity of the Dalit mass-
es. This is a painful narration
but it is the truth speaking of
ground realities. I have no
intension to hurt the feelings
of anyone as I am a simple and
ordinary among them. If Dalits
are to stand up and ask for
their due, the only remedy is
to take  shelter  under
Babasaheb Ambedkar’s dictum
— Educate, Agitate and
Organize: Educate ourselves
of the Dasha and Disha of the
community, Agitate in our
minds to study and identify the
root causes of our backward-
ness and Organise to struggle
and fight for our rights. It
might require us to take our
struggle to the corridors of
power in New Delhi, chambers
of decision making in the
Parliament, chambers of jus-
tice in the courts and even to
the streets for peaceful and
democratic expression of free-
doms. In a democratic set up,
the principle of ‘One vote one
value’ has a lot of weight.
Following the jargon of Babu
Kanshi Ram - Vote Hamara
Raj Tumhara; Nahin Chalega
Nahin Chalega’; prepare your-
self to grab political power
through the constitutional
means and process laid down
by no one else but your own
icon, Babasaheb Ambedkar. If
we are prepared to do this, we
have every right to ask for our
own space and identity in the
society. Otherwise the whole
system — Tantar is heavily
molded and titled towards the
vested interests to keep Dalits
under subjugation as long as
possible. The divided and
fragmented Dalits suit the
oppressors to perpetuate their
hold both on the polity and
society. Dalits need to stand
up and do themselves; nobody
will help them, as a practicing
diplomat, [ may say it in diplo-
matic parlance, “No lunch is
free in diplomacy.”

Tu Pehle Baat; Phir Baat Ka
Andaz Paida Kar

Phir Tujhe duniyan Mein;
Koi Nazar Andaz Kar Nahin
Sakta

In conclusion, I may write
again that it is a cursory
overview by a layman before
Dalits approach the forth-
coming census as it would
affect them greatly in the
decades to come. I recall an
Urdu couplet of Allama
Igbal: —

Na pichho mujh se lazzat
khanamaf-barbad rahne ki
Nasheman saikDof maifi ne
bana kar phafik Daale haifi
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