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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Balhrooms

ELECTRICIAN :-

Repairs/Replacement

TV on walls, eto.

of all types of Sockels,

MASONRY
WORK: -

Plastering, skimming,

ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.

CARFENTRY: -

Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

07488841161
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Abstract: Migrant workers are
individuals who leave their per-
manent residence—be it a vil-
lage, state, or country—in search
of better employment or liveli-
hoods but do not settle perma-
nently in their new locations.
They play a vital role in India’s
development, contributing to
many aspects of urban life: from
construction in metropolitan
cities to working in five-star
malls; from agriculture in states
like Punjab and Haryana to sup-
porting factories and industries in
regions such as Maharashtra and
Gujarat. Additionally, they are
essential for road construction
and infrastructure projects across
the country, from Kerala to
Kashmir. The COVID-19 pan-
demic underscored their impor-
tance, as their absence greatly
reduced industrial productivity.
Details:
According to the 2011 census,
India has approximately 456 mil-
lion migrant workers, accounting
for around 40% of the total popu-
lation. Of these, over 139 million
are classified as seasonal workers
(such as agricultural labourers),
primarily from disadvantaged
communities, including
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and landless individuals,
with varying levels of education.
Despite being the backbone of
the country’s workforce and
development, these individuals
often face a severe lack of basic
amenities. To build a developed
India, we must not consider
migrant workers invisible. They
deserve rights, as the dream of a
developed India cannot be
realised unless migrants are safe.
The Key Problems:
Migrant workers encounter
numerous challenges that severe-
ly impact their quality of life and
working conditions:
1. Economic Insecurity:
According to government data
for 2021-22, approximately 80%
of the workforce is informal. The
e-Shram portal shows 414.8 mil-
lion informal workers registered
as of January 26, 2026. The situ-
ation of informal workers is
extremely concerning, as India’s
informal sector holds the largest
number of migrant workers.
These individuals often work in
temporary and low-paying jobs—
such as in construction, kilns, and
domestic work—yet lack con-
tracts or job security, affecting
their economic stability. They
face instability due to irregular
income and financial insecurity.
For example, during the COVID-
19 pandemic, 64% of workers did
not receive their full wages, fur-
ther deteriorating their economic
conditions. An overwhelming
98.5% of migrant workers come
from marginalised lower classes,
which compounds their struggles.
This working class, often trapped
in a cycle of poverty and depriva-
tion, is frequently denied their
rights and opportunities.
2. Caste Discrimination:
Caste discrimination persists, fol-
lowing individuals like a shadow.
Among interstate migrant work-
ers, Scheduled Castes make up
16% and Scheduled Tribes 8%.

They experience caste discrimi-
nation in housing and employ-
ment even in cities, often being
labelled as “Dalits” and “out-
siders.” Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
identified casteism as a principal
factor in societal division. He
believed that casteism fosters
inequality among workers, weak-
ening their unity and ability to
fight for their rights. He argued
that if the working class could
overcome casteism, they could
unite as a formidable force essen-
tial for achieving social and eco-
nomic justice. Therefore, he
stressed the importance of com-
bating casteism and embracing
principles of equality so the
working class can rally for their
rights and effect real change in
society.

3. COVID-19  Lockdown:
Challenges Faced by Migrant
Workers:

(Indian migrant workers during
COVID-19 coronavirus nation-
wide — Indian police on duty)
The COVID-19 lockdown signif-
icantly worsened the challenges
for migrant workers in India.
Workers in the informal sector
lost their jobs overnight. Sixty-
four percent did not receive their
full wages, further worsening
their economic conditions. They
struggled to afford essentials like
food and shelter and lacked
health insurance or unemploy-
ment assistance. Crowded living
conditions made social distanc-
ing and access to clean water
nearly impossible, increasing
their risk  of infection.
Transportation halts left many
migrants stranded in cities, forc-
ing them to undertake perilous
journeys of hundreds of kilome-
tres on foot in scorching heat to
return to their villages, often fac-
ing hunger and violence from
authorities and civilians. Upon
their return, they encountered
discrimination, being viewed as
carriers of the virus. This situa-
tion echoes the poignant lyrics
from the famous song “Bharosa”
from the 1963 film, composed by
Rajendra Krishan and sung by the
legendary Mohammed Rafi:

B o g o, hig oft FERT 1 gl ,
3T | AT &, A /T TSR A g3

(In this crowded world, no one
was ours.

Strangers were strangers, but our
own people were not our sup-
port.)

4. Problems of Migrant Women
Workers and Children: Double
and Triple Exploitation:

Migrant women workers face a
significant burden of responsibil-
ities. Many of these workers are
engaged in domestic work, which
is often deemed “unseen” or
“invisible”. Despite putting in
long hours, they earn 20% to 30%
less than their male counterparts,
often in violation of existing laws
and regulations. Gender-based
violence and abuse in the work-
place pose additional risks for
these women. Being away from
their homes leaves them without
a social security system, and
voicing complaints about sexual
harassment often results in job
loss.

Legislation mandates that crech-
es be established at construction

sites with more than 50 women
workers. However, this require-
ment is ignored in nearly 95% of
the workplaces across India.
Consequently, young children,
sometimes as young as two years
old, are left to play in unsafe con-
ditions, like cement and mud.
Funds from the PM Matri Yojana
scheme are often inaccessible due
to a lack of bank accounts or
Aadhaar linkage.

The high cost of children’s edu-
cation severely impacts families.
Seasonal migration leads to more
than 80% of migrant children
dropping out of school, as they
struggle to obtain transfer certifi-
cates (TC) in their village and
often cannot understand the local
language in cities. Without a
local identity or ration card, these
children cannot benefit from wel-
fare schemes such as the public
distribution system and health
insurance. Furthermore, there
exists a substantial gap between
their skills and the wages offered,
compelling many migrant women
to accept jobs that are labelled
“unskilled”,  despite  being
overqualified for such positions.

5. Data Darkness: The Issue of
Hidden Migrants:

The Economic Survey of 2016-
2017 was the first to acknowl-
edge that approximately 139 mil-
lion seasonal migrants are miss-
ing from government data. The
short-term migration captured by
the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLES) is not adequately record-
ed. Employers avoid registration
to bypass labour laws. Although
300 million registrations have
been made on the e-Shram portal,
this data remains incomplete due
to issues with skill and location
updates. Without accurate infor-
mation on the number of
migrants and where they reside,
budgeting for essential services
like hospitals, schools, and hous-
ing becomes exceedingly diffi-
cult.

6. Welfare Schemes Entangled in
Residence Certificates:

The National Food Security Act
of 2013 aims to support over 200
million underprivileged individu-
als, many of whom are migrants.
However, a ration card issued in
states like Bihar or Uttar Pradesh
may not be accepted at ration
shops in cities such as Mumbai.
The ‘One Nation, One Ration
Card’ scheme was implemented
in 2020, but by 2023, not all Fair
Price Shops (FPS) were connect-
ed to it, and awareness among
migrants remains lower than
40%. Even if a migrant holds an
Ayushman Bharat Golden Card,
hospitals in major cities like
Delhi may refuse to accept it if it
was issued in another state. If a
child’s Aadhaar information is
not updated during school admis-
sion, a year of education may be
lost. Thus, while welfare schemes
exist, they often fail at state bor-
ders for migrants.

7. Urban Housing: Slums in the
Shadow of Development:

Slum Area; According to the offi-
cial 2011 Indian Census, approx-
imately 65.49 million people live
in slums across the country, with
recent estimates suggesting this
number could be as high as 93
million—exceeding the popula-

tions of Germany and England.
Most migrant workers reside in
makeshift huts made of tin and
tarpaulin, often located along
rivers, near railway tracks, or
under flyovers. It is common for
six to seven workers to share a
single room. Access to drinking
water often requires purchasing
from private suppliers, known as
the “tanker mafia”.

Addressing the issues faced by
these slums seems nearly impos-
sible, as residents often lack rep-
resentation; they do not have a
councillor or Member of
Legislative Assembly (MLA) due
to challenges in transferring voter
IDs. These slums are frequently
labelled as “smart city encroach-
ments”, and when development
occurs, the first victims are often
the migrant workers, who are left
homeless and destitute.

8. Lack of Legal Protection:
Migrant workers are often
unaware of their rights and legal
protections. This lack of informa-
tion can make them vulnerable to
exploitation and abuse, prevent-
ing them from seeking justice for
their issues. They may hesitate to
speak out for fear of repercus-
sions or simply don’t know
where to turn for help. This
shocking reality traps them in a
situation where raising their voic-
es for their rights seems impossi-
ble, and they are often left with-
out the necessary support as they
navigate the complexities of an
unfamiliar legal environment.
This alarming lack of information
not only increases their vulnera-
bility to various forms of
exploitation—including low
wages, unsafe workplaces, and
abusive behaviour by employ-
ers—but also significantly weak-
ens their ability to seek justice
when faced with complaints. In
other words, migrant workers are
unaware of their rights and legal
protections. This can leave them
vulnerable to exploitation and

Dr Ramyjilal, Social Scientist and
Former Principal,
Dyal Singh College, Karnal
(Haryana, India)
Email ID:
drramjilal1947@gmail.com

abuse and prevent them from
seeking justice for their prob-
lems.

Suggestions—From Policy to
Intention, From Paper to Ground:
The main suggestions are as fol-
lows:

1. Portable Rights: The citizens
must have the ability to carry
their rights with them wherever
they go. As enshrined in Articles
19(1)(d) and (e) of the
Constitution, every citizen has
the undeniable right to move and
settle anywhere in the country,
and yet, existing schemes often
infringe upon this right. The ‘One

Nation, One Ration Card’ policy
must be rigorously implemented,
ensuring that all 5.45 lakh Fair
Price Shops (FPS) are 100% bio-
metrically linked. These shops
provide essential subsidised and
free rations to 81.35 crore
Indians, representing 57%-60%
of the total population.
Furthermore, this vital informa-
tion should be accessible via
helpline 14445 specifically for
migrant workers. The Ayushman
Bharat card must be fully
portable; hospitals cannot refuse
services based on a card issued
by another state, as this violates
the law. Immediate action must
be taken to revoke the licenses of
such non-compliant hospitals.
Moreover, a Bharat Worker Card,
based on the Aadhaar card, must
be established to encapsulate
workers’ skills, bank account
details, health records, and fami-
ly information, ensuring it is
valid across India. To fulfil the
right to education, local
Panchayats should issue migra-
tion certificates, allowing chil-
dren of migrant workers to enrol
in schools within seven days at

their destination, free from
Transfer Certificate require-
ments.

2. Enforce the Law, or Face
Consequences: The contractors
must be registered and are man-
dated to provide adequate hous-
ing, travel allowances, and dis-
placement allowances, as out-
lined in the Inter-State Migrant
Workers Act of 1979. This law,
although nearly 47 years old, is
often overlooked due to a corrupt
alliance of contractors, officials,
bureaucrats, and politicians,
resulting in 90% of migrant
workers and ordinary citizens
remaining unaware of it. A
Migrant Workers Cell must be
established in every district, con-
sisting of a labour inspector,
police representatives, a member
of the migrant workers’ union,
and a local opposition party
leader. Employers are required to
provide quarterly updates on e-
Shram; failure to comply will
lead to cancellation of their GST
registration and substantial finan-
cial penalties. Government con-
tracts must only be awarded to
contractors who deposit 100% of
workers’ Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF). Any contractor who
fails to comply after receiving a
contract must face severe penal-
ties. Disputes involving migrant
workers must be resolved by
labour courts within 90 days; any
delays should incur fines for the
relevant officials.

3. Cities for All: Housing and
Respect: A full ten percent of the
budget under Amrit Kaal 2.0 and
PMAY-Urban must be earmarked for
affordable rental housing. Workers’
hostels should be established in all
smart cities, without exception.
Municipal corporations must issue
City Service Cards to migrant work-
ers who reside for more than three
months, ensuring they can access
water connections, bank accounts,
and labour cards upon establishing
permanent residence. The ‘“House
Wherever the Slum, Wherever the
House” policy must be implemented,
and a legal model of rent-to-own
should be established to shield work-

ers from the detrimental effects of
demolitions.

Conclusion: The Role of Migrant
Workers in India’s Economic
Growth

To strengthen India’s economic
foundation, it is crucial to transform
patterns of distressed migration into
opportunities for sustainable devel-
opment. This transformation.
requires a shift towards state-social-
ist policies that emphasise the
nationalisation of  production
resources, moving away from cur-
rent neoliberal and exploitative capi-
talist models. Enhancing the condi-
tions for migrant workers involves
increasing awareness and under-
standing of their challenges. Key
areas for improvement include
access to education, healthcare, and
stable employment opportunities, all
of which are essential for uplifting
this demographic. In addition to
financial assistance, social and polit-
ical support play a pivotal role,
empowering workers to advocate for
their rights effectively.
Improvements in social security, liv-
ing conditions, and the reduction of
the rural-urban divide are critical
steps in this process. By addressing
these issues, we can empower
migrant workers to become active
contributors to societal development.
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Why Has India Been Assessed as an Electoral Autocracy?

(Asian independent) India has
long been celebrated as the world’s
largest democracy. Since gaining
independence in 1947, the country
has maintained a system of regular
elections, peaceful transfers of
power, universal adult franchise,
and a constitutional framework
based on democratic principles.
However, in recent years, several
international democracy-monitor-
ing organizations, most notably the
Varieties of Democracy Institute (V-
Dem), have classified India as an
“electoral autocracy.” This assess-
ment has generated considerable
debate both within India and inter-
nationally. While supporters of the
government reject this characteriza-
tion as biased and inaccurate, critics
argue that it reflects a genuine
decline in the quality of Indian
democracy.

An electoral autocracy is a political
system in which elections continue
to be held and opposition parties are
legally allowed to contest them, but
democratic freedoms and institu-
tional checks on executive power
are significantly weakened. In such
systems, elections alone are insuffi-
cient to guarantee genuine demo-
cratic governance because the polit-
ical environment is not fully free or
fair. The classification of India as an
electoral autocracy does not imply
the absence of elections; rather, it
raises concerns about the broader
democratic ecosystem in which
elections are conducted.

One of the principal reasons cited
for India’s downgrade is the per-
ceived decline in media freedom. A
vibrant and independent media is
considered an essential pillar of
democracy because it holds govern-
ments accountable and provides cit-
izens with diverse sources of infor-
mation. Critics argue that increasing
political and economic pressures on
journalists and media organizations
have reduced the space for inde-
pendent reporting. Several media
houses are perceived to be support-
ive of the government, while jour-
nalists critical of government poli-
cies have sometimes faced legal
action, investigations, or harass-
ment. International organizations
monitoring press freedom have con-
sequently lowered India’s rankings,
viewing these developments as
detrimental to democratic accounta-
bility.

Another important factor is the
shrinking space for civil society
organizations. Non-governmental
organizations, human rights groups,
and advocacy organizations play a
crucial role in democratic societies
by representing marginalized voices
and scrutinizing state actions. In
recent years, numerous organiza-
tions have faced regulatory restric-
tions, particularly regarding foreign
funding and operational permis-
sions. Critics contend that such
measures have constrained the abil-
ity of civil society groups to func-
tion independently, thereby weak-
ening an important democratic safe-
guard.

The treatment of political opposi-
tion and dissent has also attracted
scrutiny. Democracy requires not
only the existence of opposition par-
ties but also their ability to operate
freely and effectively. Critics argue
that investigative agencies and legal
provisions have increasingly been
used against opposition leaders,
activists, journalists, and protestors.
The use of laws relating to national
security, public order, and defama-
tion has been cited as evidence of
growing constraints on dissent.
While governments often justify
such actions as necessary for main-
taining law and order, critics view
them as contributing to an uneven

political playing field.

Concerns have also been raised
regarding the functioning of demo-
cratic institutions. Independent

SR Darapuri L.P.S.(Retd)

institutions such as the judiciary,
election authorities, legislatures, and
regulatory bodies are intended to act
as checks on executive power.
Some scholars and democracy-
monitoring organizations argue that
these institutions have become less
effective in scrutinizing government
actions. Questions have been raised
about legislative oversight, the
increasing use of executive authori-
ty, and the perceived reluctance of
some institutions to challenge gov-
ernmental decisions. Such concerns
have contributed significantly to
India’s lower ratings on internation-
al democracy indices.

The issue of minority rights and
social pluralism constitutes another
dimension of the debate. India is a

diverse society characterized by
multiple religions, languages,
castes, and ethnic communities.
Critics argue that increasing majori-
tarian politics has created chal-
lenges for religious and social
minorities, contributing to social
polarization. Reports of communal
tensions, hate speech, and discrimi-
nation have been cited as indicators
of declining democratic inclusive-
ness. According to many democra-
cy scholars, the protection of minor-
ity rights is a fundamental compo-
nent of a healthy democracy, and
any perceived erosion of such pro-
tections affects democratic quality.
However, the classification of India
as an electoral autocracy remains
highly contested. Supporters of the
government argue that India contin-
ues to hold regular, large-scale, and
highly competitive elections involv-
ing hundreds of millions of voters.
Opposition parties govern several
states and continue to win important
electoral contests. They point out
that courts frequently hear cases
challenging government decisions
and that citizens remain free to crit-
icize the government through vari-
ous platforms. Furthermore, critics
of international democracy rankings
argue that these assessments often
rely on subjective judgments and
may reflect ideological biases.

Those who reject the “electoral
autocracy” label emphasize India’s
strong federal structure, active polit-
ical competition, independent judi-
ciary, and vibrant electoral partici-
pation. They argue that a country in
which ruling parties can lose elec-
tions at the state level and where
governments are regularly chal-
lenged through legal and political
processes cannot accurately be
described as autocratic.

In conclusion, the debate over
whether India should be classified
as an electoral autocracy reflects
differing interpretations of the coun-
try’s democratic health. While inter-
national observers highlight con-
cerns relating to media freedom,
civil society, institutional independ-
ence, political dissent, and minority
rights, supporters of the government
stress the continued vitality of elec-
tions and democratic competition.
Ultimately, the controversy under-
scores an important distinction
between democracy as a system of
elections and democracy as a broad-
er framework of rights, freedoms,
institutional checks, and political
pluralism. The future trajectory of
Indian democracy will depend on
how effectively these democratic
institutions and freedoms are pre-
served and strengthened in the years
ahead.
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|WA (GB) Condemns Racist Attacks in Belfast and Calls for Unity Against the Polities of Hate

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK The Indian Workers
Association (Great Britain)
strongly condemns the recent
racist attacks, intimidation and
violence  directed  against
migrants, refugees and ethnic
minority communities in Belfast
and other parts of the United
Kingdom.

Recent disturbances in Belfast
saw homes attacked and set
alight, families forced to flee for
safety, vehicles and public trans-
port burned, and significant
damage caused to property. At
least 12 police officers were
injured and 16 arrests were
made in connection with the dis-
order. Such incidents have no
place in a democratic and
civilised society.

While any criminal act must be
condemned and dealt with
according to the law, there can
be no justification for targeting
innocent individuals, families or
communities because of their
nationality, ethnicity, religion or
immigration status. Criminal
acts committed by individuals
must never be used as an excuse
to blame or attack entire com-
munities.

Recent official figures show that
more than 137,000 hate crimes
were recorded by police in
England and Wales in the year
ending March 2025. Race-relat-

ed hate crime increased by 6 per
cent, while anti-Muslim hate
crimes rose by 19 per cent. The
Indian Workers Association
(GB) is also concerned about the
impact of rising racism on
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Black,
Asian and other minority com-
munities. Community organisa-
tions have repeatedly highlight-
ed concerns that hate crimes
remain under-reported and that
the full extent of the problem is
not always reflected in official
statistics.

The Association is deeply con-
cerned that far-right organisa-
tions and divisive political
forces are seeking to exploit
tragic incidents to spread fear,
hatred and hostility between
communities.  History  has
repeatedly shown that racism,
fascism and the politics of divi-
sion bring nothing but suffering
and destruction. Many innocent
people have lost their lives as a
result of racist and extremist
violence, while billions of
pounds worth of property have
been destroyed and countless
homes, businesses and vehicles
have been attacked and burned.

Sital Singh Gill, General
Secretary of the Indian Workers
Association (Great Britain),
said:

“Britain is a diverse, multicul-
tural and multi-faith society. The
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overwhelming majority of peo-
ple in this country reject racism
and the politics of division.
There is no place in modern
Britain for those who seek to
spread hatred and turn communi-
ties against one another.”

“We must not allow tragic inci-
dents to be exploited for political
gain or used as an excuse to tar-
get entire communities. The vast
majority of migrants, refugees
and minority communities are
law-abiding people who make
valuable contributions to British
society.”

“History teaches us that the poli-
tics of hatred, racism and scape-
goating has brought nothing but
suffering, division and destruc-
tion. Many innocent people have
lost their lives and billions of
pounds worth of property have
been destroyed as a result of
such ideologies. Our future lies
not in division, but in unity,
equality, mutual respect and
social justice for all.”

The Indian Workers Association
(GB) calls upon all peace-loving
people, trade unions, faith organ-
isations, community groups and
democratic institutions to stand
together against racism, fascism
and the politics of division.

“An injury to one is an injury to
all.”

Indian Workers
(Great Britain)

Association

The Mask Has Slipped: How Pakistan’s Kashmir Lie Finally Unravelled

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
A Political Analysis
For decades, Pakistan has
told the world a simple story.
Across the Line of Control
from India lies a free, self-
governing people — “Azad”
Kashmir, liberated territory,
living proof that Pakistan is

the true champion of
Kashmiri rights. It was a
clean, powerful narrative.

And for years, the world
largely bought it.

This week, Pakistan tore that
story apart with its own
hands.

When the people of so-
called Azad Kashmir dared
to organise a peaceful strike.
It demanded electricity, eco-
nomic relief, and basic politi-
cal rights, here is what
Pakistan’s response looked
like: internet cut. Mobile
phones dead. Paramilitary
troops flooding the streets.
Protest leaders arrested.
And the entire civil society
movement banned overnight
under anti-terrorism laws.
Not for planting bombs. Not
for violence. For planning a
strike.

Ask yourself one simple
question. Do free people
need their internet switched
off to stop them talking?

The answer exposes every-
thing. “Azad” Kashmir — the
word means “free” in Urdu, is
one of the most cynical acts
of branding in modern poli-
tics. The territory is not free.
It is not self-governing. lts
leaders answer to
Islamabad. Its rivers are
dammed to send electricity
to Pakistan’s Punjab while
local residents suffer daily
power cuts. Its assembly has
seats reserved for Pakistani-
approved “refugees” so that
Islamabad can always con-
trol who governs.

For decades, the people
have been pushing a 38-
point list of basic demands,
things any genuinely free
people would already have.
These are not the griev-
ances of a liberated popula-
tion. They are the grievances
of people living under occu-
pation dressed up in different
clothes.

Pakistan fooled the world
because the world was not
paying close attention and

because Pakistan made sure
of it. Foreign journalists are
kept out. Independent moni-
tors are restricted. And
whenever protests erupted,
the phones and internet went

dark, so no images, no
videos, and no stories
escaped to the outside

world. No story means no
pressure. It was a strategy of
manufactured invisibility, and
it worked for years.

But the lockdown this week
made the lie too big to hide.
When you cut the phones of
four million people, you don’t
just silence them locally you
silence British Kashmiris try-
ing to call their mothers or
members of family. You
silence diaspora communi-
ties in Birmingham, Bradford,
and London who suddenly

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

cannot reach their families.
And those people have MPs.
And those MPs have a letter,
signed by 31 of them,
addressed to the British

-

Foreign Secretary, demand-
ing answers from Islamabad.
Pakistan’s response told you
everything. Rather than
explaining itself, it lashed out
calling the British MPs “ill-
informed,” warning the dias-
pora to mind their own busi-
ness, and insisting the world
has no right to ask questions
about a territory it simultane-
ously claims is free and inde-
pendent. The contradiction
at the heart of Pakistan’s
position collapsed in public,
in real time.

For years, Pakistan lectured
the world about Kashmir. It
raised the issue at the United
Nations. It condemned India
at every international forum.

It wrapped itself in the lan-
guage of human rights and
self-determination. All while
running the other half of
Kashmir as a captive territo-
ry, no free press, no genuine
autonomy, no real democra-
cy, and bullets for anyone
who complains too loudly.

The world was hoodwinked
because it was convenient to
be hoodwinked. Pakistan
was a useful ally. The OIC
needed bloc solidarity.
Western governments
needed Islamabad’s coop-
eration on other matters.
Looking away from “Azad”
Kashmir cost very little. But
information blackouts in the
age of the smartphone cost
more than Pakistan calcu-
lated. The diaspora noticed.
Parliament noticed. The
world is beginning to notice.
The lockdown did not just
fail to suppress the
protests. It  broadcast
Pakistan’s guilt more loudly
than any protest banner
ever could. Every severed
phone line was a confes-
sion. Every arrested civil
society leader was an
admission. Every paramili-

tary boot on the streets of a
supposedly free territory
was proof that the freedom
was always a fiction.

Pakistan has spent
decades pointing at India
and shouting about

Kashmir. Perhaps it is time
the world turned around
and looked at what Pakistan
has been doing on its own
side of the line. The mask
has slipped. And this time, it
may not go back on.
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Leaders of the South Indian Buddhist Council (SIBC) paid a

courtesy visit to Mr. M. Ravi Shankar and Mr. Bussy N. Anand

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
On 8 June 2026, lead-
ers of the South Indian
Buddhist Council
(SIBC) paid a courtesy
visit to Mr. M. Ravi
Shankar,
Speaker of the Tamil
Nadu Legislative
Assembly, and Mr.
Bussy N. Anand,
Rural

and

Deputy

Minister for
Development
Water Resources in the
Government of Tamil
Nadu.

The SIBC delegation
was led by Mr. N.
Gauthama  Prabhu,

Chairperson of SIBC,

and included
Venerable  Bhikkhu
Sumedha, Venerable

Bhikkhu Soratha,
Venerable  Bhikkhu
K a n ¢ h i
Bodhidhamma,

Advocate Sakthi
Pavalavel, and
Advocate Gowtham
Ganesh of the Madras

High Court.

During the meeting,
the Buddhist monks
shared the Buddha’s
teachings on ethical
leadership and good
the
tradition,

governance. In

Buddhist
monks do not bestow
blessings for political
power, electoral victo-
ry, or personal suc-
cess, nor do they offer
political endorse-
ments. Rather, they

provide guidance and

Special

[ .
blessings that encour-

age righteous conduct,
wisdom, compassion,

 and the welfare of all

people. The team pre-
sented the constitution
of India by highlight-
the Buddha’s
teaching on the Dasa

ing

Raja Dhamma (Ten
Duties of a Righteous
Ruler), a
framework for ethical

timeless

governance and public
leadership:

* Dana — Generosity
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and public service.

» Sila — Moral conduct
and ethical behaviour.
* Pariccaga — Self-
sacrifice ~ for  the
common good.

« Ajjava — Honesty,
integrity, and trans-
parency.

. Maddava —
Gentleness, humility,
and respect.

« Tapa — Self-disci-
pline and restraint.

» Akkodha — Freedom
from anger and i1l will.
» Avihimsa — Non-vio-

e L
lence and compassion
towards all beings.
 Khanti — Patience,
tolerance, and perse-
verance.

* Avirodhana -
Upholding
fairness, and the wel-

justice,

fare of the people.

During the interaction,
the political leaders
and members of the
delegation also reflect-
ed on the historical
and social significance
of Buddhism in India.
In this context, Mr. M.
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Ravi Shankar referred
to Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar’s
known
that
may be understood as

(13

well-
observation
Indian history

conflict
Buddhism
and  Brahmanism.”
This statement has had
a significant influence

a mortal
between

on modern interpreta-
tions of India’s social,
religious, and political
history.

The monks expressed
their aspiration that
public representatives
and government lead-
ers be guided by these
enduring principles in
serving society, pro-
moting social harmo-
ny, and advancing the
welfare of all citizens.
As part of the tradi-
tional Buddhist bene-
diction, the monks
offered the following
blessing:

“May you be estab-
lished
May you govern with

in Dhamma.

wisdom rather than
passion, with compas-
sion rather than preju-
dice, and with justice
than
favouritism. May your

rather

actions contribute to
the welfare, happiness,
and security of all
beings.”
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Ketan L.al’s murder: A brutal
reminder of India’s caste reality

THE ASIAN
PENDENT UK
A caste-based murder
that has shocked the
nation has taken place
in Uttarakhand. An 18-
year-old boy, Ketan Lal,
from the Shilpkar com-
munity—the commonly
used name for Dalits in
Uttarakhand—was
allegedly called to his
girlfriend’s home in
Tehri town in the mid-
dle of the night. The
girl reportedly belonged
to a Rajput family.

INDE-

Ketan’s Brahmin friend,
Diwakar Dimri, took
him to the girl’s house
on his motorcycle.
According to reports,
both young men were
caught by the girl’s
father, Yashvir Singh
Panwar, and his father,
and were locked inside
a room. Both were beat-
en, but the most brutal
assault was allegedly
inflicted on Ketan.
According to a report in
the Hindustan Times,
the post-mortem exami-
nation revealed several
disturbing findings:

— Deep bruises covering
his back, chest, and
limbs.

— Pliers were allegedly
used to pull out his fin-
gernails and toenails.

— Nails were driven into
his feet.

— Severe injuries were
inflicted on his genitals.
Both Ketan and his
friend were assaulted
with sticks.

There is widespread
outrage over the
extreme brutality of the
crime. The police have
arrested the accused,
Yashvir Singh Panwar
and his father. It has
also been reported that
Diwakar was severely
beaten and admitted to a
hospital in Rishikesh.
However, some people
have expressed doubts
and suspect that
Diwakar may have acted
as a conduit for Yashvir

Panwar in bringing
Ketan to the house. The
sad reality is that caste
polarization has become
so intense that many
people have lost their
sense of reason. The
police must investigate
the case honestly and
examine every possible
angle. Diwakar should
be provided protection,
as he is a crucial wit-
ness and may possess

important information
about the incident.
The problem in

Uttarakhand is that
cases registered under
the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of
Atrocities) Act rarely
reach their logical con-
clusion. In fact, this is
the situation in much of
India. I have observed
cases in Uttar Pradesh
where the primary effort
of governments and
even some lawyers
appears to be securing
compensation for vic-
tims’ families rather
than ensuring justice.
As cases drag on for
years, public interest
fades, and families are
often forced to accept
the harsh reality that the
legal system moves
painfully slowly.
Violence against Dalits
and caste discrimination
in the so-called
Devbhumi remain
alarmingly high and
require urgent attention.
I have always main-
tained that if
Uttarakhand can free
itself from its deeply
entrenched and often
brutal caste discrimina-
tion, it could truly
become a “Devbhumi.”
However, as long as
society continues to
function according to
Brahmanical doctrines
of hierarchy and exclu-
sion, it risks social
unrest in the future.
The key question is how
seriously Uttarakhand’s
politicians and civil

Special

society will take this
case. Will they come
out on the streets and
publicly condemn this

barbaric crime? We
know that violence
against Dalits rarely

becomes a major news
story in Uttarakhand. In
many villages of

By Vidya Bhushan
Rawat

denied entry into tem-
ples. The SC/ST Act is
often not implemented
effectively in the dis-
trict because the entire
Jaunsar region has been
designated a Scheduled
Tribe area.
Consequently, violence
against Dalits in the
region remains high and
frequently goes unre-
ported by the media.

Political activist

Ketan Lal

Jagadish Chandra, who
belonged to the
Shilpkar  community,
was allegedly murdered
by his father-in-law in
Almora because of his

relationship with the
latter’s daughter. The
murder took place

around September 1,
2022, yet little is known
about the current status
of the case. It is a seri-
ous failure that
Uttarakhand still lacks
dedicated special courts
for such cases. The gov-
ernment should estab-
lish special courts and
set strict timelines for
the disposal of cases

involving caste-based
violence.

While such incidents
are neither new nor
entirely surprising,
they are a stark
reminder that India

has yet to become a
casteless society.
Caste remains one of
the most effective
tools for social and
political mobilization,
and many politicians
continue to exploit it.
Inter-caste marriages
are often viewed as

threats to the purity of
the caste system. Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar
believed that inter-
caste marriages could
help strengthen social
unity, but today many
laws and social prac-
tices seem designed to
discourage challenges
to caste hierarchies.
Individuals are
increasingly  denied
the freedom to make
decisions about their
own futures. Our mar-
riage system remains

deeply hypocritical
and often fails to
respect individual

choice and autonomy.
Ketan has been mur-
dered. Sadly, he is not
the first person to lose
his life because of
love. Whether the girl
genuinely loved him
or not remains unclear.
The fact that she
allegedly called him to
her house in the mid-
dle of the night has led
some to suspect that it
may have been a trap,
and therefore all rele-
vant facts should be
thoroughly investigat-
ed. I have seen many
instances where young
women eventually
compromise under
family pressure.

I have tremendous
respect for Kowsalya
of Coimbatore, whose
husband, Sankar, was
brutally murdered by
her parents because he
was a Dalit while she
belonged to a domi-
nant backward caste
community. Kowsalya
chose to stand with her
husband’s family and
fought courageously
for justice. She
endured social
ostracism but chal-
lenged both caste
oppression and patri-
archy. Today, she has
dedicated her life to
the cause of women’s
rights and social jus-
tice in Tamil Nadu.
Will the girl who
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called Ketan to her
house speak out? Will
the Uttarakhand Police
conduct an honest
investigation and take
the case to its logical
conclusion? Much
depends on how politi-
cal parties, civil socie-
ty organizations, and
the media respond—
and whether they con-
tinue to pursue justice
after the initial public
outrage fades.

So far, the record of
the state apparatus in
addressing violence
against Dalits has been
disappointing and
offers little reason for
optimis m.
Nevertheless, public
pressure must contin-
ue. Devbhumi must
become an
“Insanbhumi”—a land
of human dignity—and
not remain trapped
within the narrow con-
fines of a brutal hier-
archical caste system.
The time has come to
embrace constitutional
morality, which recog-
nizes the right of
every individual to
make their own choic-
es and live with digni-
ty.

Will India ever fully
accept this principle?
Claims of being the
world’s largest democ-
racy often ring hollow
when individuals are
denied the freedom to
choose whom they
love or marry. Let us
see how the adminis-
tration and the state
government handle
this case. Ketan
deserves justice.

If society truly does
not want entire castes
to be stigmatized, then
members of those
communities must
speak out against such
acts of violence and
openly reject those
who commit them.
Silence only strength-
ens the culture of
impunity.
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A Critical Review of India’s 4,399-Day Milestone

THE ASTAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
June 2026 marks a major
milestone in Indian politi-
cal history. Narendra
Modi has completed
4,399 consecutive days in
office, surpassing the
record for the longest
unbroken tenure by an
elected Prime Minister,
previously held by India’s
first leader, Jawaharlal
Nehru. Nehru still holds
the record for total cumu-
lative days—16 years,
286 days—because he
also served as Prime
Minister from
Independence in 1947
until the first official

elections.

For supporters, this is
proof of an unshakeable
political mandate. But for
critics, this numerical
milestone forces a much
darker question: Has over
a decade of continuous
power truly cured India’s
deepest structural ills, or
has it simply replaced old
problems with new, high-
tech ones?

When we look beyond the
political celebration, the
reality of India today
reveals a stark gap
between government
promises and the actual
experience of its citizens.

The Zero Press
Conference Legacy: A
Decline in Public
Accountability

The most biting criticism
highlights a structural
shift in how India is gov-
erned:

Nehru Press Conferences
75

Modi Press Conferences 0
This statistic is a direct
challenge to democratic
norms. By completely
avoiding open-floor,
unscripted press confer-
ences for over 4,300 days,
the administration has
fundamentally
neered how power com-
municates.
Traditional

re-engi-

democratic

A

accountability has been
replaced by
communication tools like
the Mann Ki Baat radio

one-way

broadcasts and heavily
managed, highly
structured individual
interviews.

While supporters view

this as a clever strategy to
bypass media bias, criti-
cal observers see it as a
deliberate insulation from
tough questioning. When
leadership chooses exact-
ly which questions it will

answer, democratic
transparency suffers.
The Illusion of

“Eliminated” Problems

The claim that the current
administration has cleanly
solved foundational prob-
lems like corruption,
crime, paper leaks, or pol-
lution does not hold up
under critical analysis.

(1) The Reality of
Corruption: The govern-
ment has successfully

scaled down grand, multi-
billion-dollar bureaucrat-
ic scams by using digital
payment infrastructures

.

(UPI) and direct-to-bank
welfare transfers.
However, this has not
destroyed corruption; it
has simply shifted its
shape. Everyday, low-
level corruption still
plagues local government
offices, and critics fre-
quently point to a rising
concentration of econom-
ic power among a select
few corporate conglomer-
ates as a new form of
systemic favoritism.

(2) The Vulnerability of
the Youth: Institutional
structural failures contin-
ue to disrupt the lives of
ordinary citizens. Regular
examination paper leaks
frequently derail the
future of millions of stu-
dents, exposing massive
loopholes in the state’s
testing infrastructure.
Similarly, food adulter-
ation and weak supply-
chain oversight remain
active  public  health
crises.

(3) The Pollution Crisis:
Despite public clean-up
campaigns, India’s major

e |

metropolitan regions still
dominate global lists for
the worst air quality on
earth, representing a
severe environmental and
healthcare policy failure.

Institutional Safety and
the Politicization of
Women’s Security

The question of “in whose
government do atrocities
happen the most” touches
the most sensitive nerve
in Indian public life. A
critical look at the data
shows that systemic vio-
lence against women
remains an ongoing
national crisis that defies
partisan labels.

National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data
reveals that high rates of
violence exist under all
state-level and central
administrations, regard-
less of who is in power.
While defenders point to
higher crime numbers as a
sign that more victims
feel empowered to come
forward to the police, the
underlying reality is grim:

India’s local policing
models, massive court
backlogs, and deep-seated
societal norms mean that
institutional justice
remains slow and painful-
ly difficult to achieve.
The safety of citizens
continues to be treated as
a political talking point
rather than a national
emergency requiring deep
institutional overhaul.
Conclusion

A continuous 4,399-day
tenure is a massive feat of
political engineering and
electoral dominance. The
Modi administration has
undeniably built a modern
digital infrastructure and
an efficient, direct wel-
fare network.

However, a truly critical
assessment shows that
longevity does not auto-
matically equal structural
reform. By pulling back
from open media scrutiny
and failing to solve per-
sistent crises like youth
unemployment, systemic
safety issues, and envi-
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ronmental decay, the
milestone stands as a

stark reminder: a govern-
ment can easily modern-
ize a country’s digital sys-
tems while leaving its
oldest, deepest institu-
tional cracks completely
unaddressed.
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