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Sham Lal Ehander building mamtenance handyman Llnder uheckatrade |
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

07488841161
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All Party Parliamentary Group on
Indian Traditional Sciences

- S

MONDAY 22N JUNE 2026 - 5-7pm

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS =« COMMITTEE ROOM NO 9
LONDON « SW1A OAA

Zoom Meeting

https://Ishtm.zoom.us/j/895479573657p-
wd=plb2xyHm11feCIhEUf9NK1IVou)JDH3.1

Meeting ID: 895 4795 7365
Password: 586304

RSVP by 12" jJune 2026
Amarjeet S. Bhamra * IndianSciences@hotmail.com
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Dr. Ambedkar's Critique of the Manusmriti and Nietzsche's Interpretation

The turning point in
Ambedkar’s quest for
emancipation -
Forward Press

The Manusmriti, also
known as the Laws of
Manu, is one of the
most influential texts
associated with the tra-
ditional Hindu social
order. For centuries it
has been regarded by
many as a source of
guidance on social
organization, duties,
and moral conduct.
However, it has also
been one of the most
controversial texts in
Indian history because
of its role in legitimiz-
ing caste hierarchy and
social inequality. Two
prominent modern
thinkers who engaged
with the Manusmriti
were Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and the
German philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche.
While Nietzsche
admired the text for its
defence of hierarchy
and social order,
Ambedkar strongly
condemned it as a
source of oppression
and injustice. Their
contrasting interpreta-
tions reveal fundamen-
tally different concep-
tions of society, moral-
ity, and human dignity.
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
viewed the Manusmriti
as one of the principal
ideological  founda-
tions of the caste sys-
tem in India.
According to him, the
text institutionalized
social inequality by
assigning individuals a
fixed status based on
birth rather than merit

or achievement. It
divided society into
rigid categories and

denied social mobility
to those placed at the
lower levels of the
hierarchy. Ambedkar
argued that the
Manusmriti not only
justified discrimina-

tion against Shudras

and so-called
"untouchables" but
also imposed severe

restrictions on women
and denied them equal
rights and freedoms.

For Ambedkar, caste
was not merely a social
arrangement but a sys-
tem of graded inequali-
ty that destroyed fra-
ternity and human soli-

Special

ples of liberty, equali-
ty, and fraternity. He
argued that no society
could be genuinely
democratic if it accept-
ed social hierarchy
based on birth. In his
view, the values
embodied in the
Manusmriti were fun-
damentally incompati-
ble with modern
democracy, human

S.R. Darapuri I.P.S.(Retd)
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darity. He believed that
the Manusmriti provid-
ed a religious sanction
for this oppressive sys-
tem and thereby
became a major obsta-
cle to the creation of a
democratic and egali-
tarian society. His
opposition to the text
was so profound that in
1927, during the
Mahad Satyagraha, he
publicly burned copies
of the Manusmriti as a
symbolic rejection of
caste-based oppression
and social exclusion.

Ambedkar's  critique
was rooted in his com-
mitment to the princi-

rights, and social jus-
tice. Consequently, he
called for the annihila-
tion of caste and the
reconstruction of soci-
ety on the basis of
equality and human
dignity.

Friedrich Nietzsche, by
contrast, approached
the Manusmriti from a
very different intellec-

tual perspective.
Writing in nineteenth-
century Europe,

Nietzsche was a fierce
critic of Christianity
and modern egalitari-
anism. He believed
that societies flourish

when they recognize
differences in ability,

strength, and excel-
lence among individu-
als. As a result, he was
attracted to aspects of

the Manusmriti that
appeared to affirm
hierarchy, rank, and

social differentiation.

-

.

Nietzsche regarded the
Manusmriti as an
example of what he
considered an aristo-
cratic moral order. He
contrasted it
favourably with
Christianity, which he
accused of promoting
weakness, conformity,
and resentment. In
Nietzsche's view, the
Manusmriti represent-
ed a society that open-
ly acknowledged dif-
ferences among people
and organized itself
according to principles
of rank and authority.

He admired what he
perceived as its realism
and its rejection of the
doctrine of universal

equality.
However, Nietzsche's
interpretation was

largely philosophical
and abstract. He was
not concerned with the
historical experiences
of those who suffered
under caste discrimina-
tion. Rather, he used
the Manusmriti as a
weapon in his broader
critique of Christian
morality and democrat-
ic egalitarianism. His
interest lay in its sym-
bolic value as an alter-
native model of social

organization rather
than in its practical
consequences for
human beings.

Ambedkar strongly
disagreed with

Nietzsche's admiration
for the Manusmriti. He
recognized that
Nietzsche's concept of
the "superman" (Uber-
mensch) shared certain
similarities with
Manu's celebration of
hierarchy. Yet
Ambedkar argued that
both perspectives ulti-
mately justified social
inequality and the
domination of some
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groups over others. For
Ambedkar, no theory
of society could be
morally acceptable if it
denied the equal worth
and dignity of every
human being.

The contrast between
Ambedkar and
Nietzsche reflects a
broader philosophical
conflict between
equality and hierarchy.
Nietzsche feared that
equality would sup-
press excellence and

creativity, while
Ambedkar believed
that hierarchy
inevitably  produced

oppression and denied
opportunities to large
sections of society.
Nietzsche sought a
society organized
around rank and dis-
tinction; Ambedkar
sought one founded on
justice, freedom, and
social inclusion.

In conclusion, the
Manusmriti became a
point of profound dis-
agreement between Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar and
Friedrich Nietzsche.
Nietzsche admired it as
a model of aristocratic
social order and a chal-
lenge to egalitarian
values. Ambedkar, on
the other hand, regard-
ed it as a source of
caste oppression,
social exclusion, and
human suffering. Their
opposing interpreta-
tions continue to influ-
ence contemporary
debates about caste,
democracy, equality,
and social justice.
Ultimately, the dis-
agreement between
Ambedkar and
Nietzsche is not merely
about an ancient text;
it is about two compet-
ing visions of human
society—one based on
hierarchy and privi-
lege, and the other on
equality and human
dignity.
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