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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

oy o TS S

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Balhrooms
accessories

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot
TV on walls, elc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Foof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc.

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

07488841161
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Togather We Save Lives.

DONOR DAY
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The *Cockroaches, the Termites, and the Dkt ativs: How o Meme Paty Became ncia's New Evontine of Cate War

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

A digital insurrection
An extraordinary event
has recently taken place
in India, precipitated not
by a political manifesto
or a state-level rally, but
by parody and political
satire. An Al-generated
meme post on social
media quickly became a
sensation,  amassing
over 22 million follow-
ers at unprecedented
speed. The Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) was
born not from a political
manifesto, but from a
moment of judicial
indiscretion.

The trigger came when
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant made
remarks that many inter-
preted as disparaging
towards unemployed
youth and activists. On
15 May 2026, the CJI
reportedly stated,
“There are youngsters
like cockroaches, who
don’t get any employ-
ment... some of them
become media, some of
them become social
media, RTI activists...
and they start attacking
everyone”.

Although the CIJI later
clarified  that  his
remarks were directed at
those entering the legal
profession with “fake
degrees,” the ‘“cock-
roach” label stuck. For
millions of unemployed
and  underemployed
Indian youths, the insect
had become a metaphor
for their own perceived
worthlessness in the
eyes of the establish-
ment.

The man behind
the meme

Enter Abhijit Dipke, a
30-year-old master’s
student in  Public
Relations at Boston

University. Far from the
corridors of power in
Delhi, Dipke saw an
opportunity for political
satire. He launched the
CJP on May 16, inviting
the “lazy and unem-
ployed” to join a party
for the people the sys-
tem forgot to count. The
platform exploded,
gaining millions of fol-
lowers on Instagram and
dwarfing the digital
reach of established
political giants such as
the Bharatiya Janata
Party and Congress.

Dipke did not arrive in
India with standard
posters or political ban-
ners. Instead, when he
landed at Delhi airport,
he held up a single
book: Dr B.R.
Ambedkar’s autobiog-
raphy. His arrival
caused a sensation, but
the mainstream media
made little mention of
this gesture; they quick-
ly moved on to the main
topic of the CJP cam-
paign: seeking the resig-
nation of Dharmendra
Pradhan, the Union
Education  Minister,
over paper leaks and
examination irregulari-
ties.

The turning point: ‘I
am a Dalit myself’
As the CJP’s popularity
soared, critics began
searching for the man
behind the memes. The
turning point came on X
(formerly Twitter),
when a user questioned
the party’s silence on
structural inequalities:
“But there is an impor-
tant thing that you
haven’t answered so far
— said anything on the
issue of reservation nor
voicing out your support
for Dalit causes and

social justice”.

Dipke’s response was a
brief, identity-defining
statement that would
change the course of the
movement: “I am a
Dalit myself. I hope that
will answer all your
questions.”

The symbolic gesture
of raising Ambedkar’s
book was the culmina-
tion of a weeks-long
saga in which Dipke
transitioned from an
anonymous social
media satirist to a target
of intense casteist abuse.

- I I
Sat Pal Muman

His journey reflects a
growing trend of youth-
led movements in India,
in which the margin-
alised are reclaiming the
demand for systemic
accountability.

Since Abhijit Dipke
didn’t suggest he was of
Muslim,  Sikh, or
Christian origins, the
assumption was that he
was Hindu. If so, the
next question is what
type of Hindu he might
be? The focus on caste
arose because he identi-

fied as a Dalit. This

emphasis on caste
would likely not have
occurred if he had iden-
tified as non-Hindu.
The anatomy of a
casteist backlash

On social media, insults
and narratives were
weaponised by multiple
users, who targeted his
identity to attack his
credibility and intellect
as a youth leader. Trolls
claimed that, because he
1s a Dalit, he must be
inherently opposed to
academic or profession-
al excellence: “So the
self-proclaimed Gen Z
leader is against Merit”,
a denigrating post
claimed.

Many accounts
accused him of strategi-
cally revealing his caste
as a victimhood tactic to
deflect political criti-
cism or to gain sympa-
thy for his movement,
such as “Aa gya D card
(here comes the Dalit
card).”

Some right-wing and
upper-caste supremacist
accounts mocked his
political relevance,
implying that a lower-
caste leader could never
achieve  mainstream
political success: “So?
You want to become
PM with -40 votes?”

Because Dipke’s parody

A

movement was called
the “Cockroach Janta
Party” (satirising the

CJI’s remark), trolls
combined his Dalit
identity with the party’s

name to hurl dehuman-
ising slurs and insect-
based insults, turning
what was intended as

political satire into
deeply personal, caste-
based degradation.

One high-profile critic
posted, “...the self-pro-
claimed Gen Z leader is
against Merit”, reinforc-
ing the trope that Dalit
identity is inherently
antithetical to merit. The
term “D card” was fre-
quently used to dismiss
his platform as a sympa-
thy-seeking manoeuvre
rather than a legitimate
movement for justice.

The ‘Termite’ rhetoric

of power

To understand the inten-
sity of the attacks on
Dipke, one must look at
the broader political
landscape as reflected in
recent national dis-
course. The source
material highlights a
trend of dehumanising
rhetoric used by senior
government officials.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah famously
referred to illegal immi-
grants as “termites” dur-

ing election rallies in
2019, who should be
thrown into the Bay of
Bengal — a statement
widely condemned for

its exclusionary and
polarising tone.
Furthermore, n

December 2024, Shah
made remarks in the
Rajya Sabha that direct-
ly targeted the celebra-
tion of Dalit icons. He
stated, “It has become a
fashion to invoke
Ambedkar’s name
repeatedly. Had they
taken God’s name so
often, they would have
secured a place in heav-
en for seven lifetimes.”
For Dipke and his sup-
porters, these comments
dismiss the “passion”
with which margin-
alised communities
defend their rights. The
backlash against
Dipke’s caste revelation
is viewed as an exten-
sion of this environ-
ment, in which asserting
a Dalit identity is
labelled a “trend” or an
attack on “merit” rather
than a struggle for dig-
nity.
The Ambedkarite
foundation

For Dipke, holding up
Dr. Ambedkar’s biogra-
phy at the airport was
not a “fashion” but a
tribute to the man he
credits with his very
existence in the academ-
ic world. Growing up in
Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Nagar (formerly
Aurangabad), Dipke
admits that as a child, he
never aspired to study in
Boston; his dreams
were limited to perhaps
becoming an engineer
or a clerk.
He credits Ambedkar’s
legacy with the reserva-
tion system that trans

(continew page 24)
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formed his family’s
fortunes. His father,

born into extreme
poverty during a
drought 1n  1970s

Maharashtra, had to
drop out of school for
three years because of
hunger. Thanks to the
reservation, his father
eventually became an
engineer — the only
one from his village to
this day.
“Just because my
father was able to get
the benefits of reserva-
tion... that is why I’'m
sitting in the US
today,” Dipke said in a
recent interview,
emphasising that
Ambedkar provided
the “right to equality”
and a “life of dignity”.
From satire to street
protest
Today, the Cockroach
Janta Party has shed its
“satirical-only” label,
becoming a ground-
level activist organisa-
tion. Dipke has inten-
sified the movement
by launching a mega
protest. The CJP is
currently demanding
the resignation of
Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. The protests
centre on two major
grievances affecting
millions of students:
1. The NEET paper
leak left aspirants in
a state of uncertainty.
2. Alleged irregulari-
ties in the CBSE’s on-
screen marking
(OSM) system, used
for evaluation and re-
evaluation of Class
12 board examina-
tions.
As the CJP continues
to grow, political sci-

entists are beginning
to ask whether Dipke’s
popularity signals a
new era of Dalit lead-
ership. By using digi-
tal humour to mask

deep-seated social
anger, Dipke has suc-
cessfully engaged a
Gen Z audience that
has previously been
disillusioned with tra-
ditional political par-
ties.

Legal hurdles and
the ‘D card’
While casteist slurs
and legal challenges
persist — including
the recent withholding
of the CJP’s account
on X following a legal
demand in India — the
movement shows no
signs of slowing. For a
community once
labelled “cockroach-
es” and “parasites,”
reclaiming those terms
has provided a new
vocabulary for resist-

ance.

As Dipke himself
noted before heading
to the protest site, the
goal now is to guide

these “chronically
online” youth towards
civic action, using

tools such as the Right
to Information (RTI)
to hold the govern-
ment to account. In the

= JANTA

face of rhetoric that
labels their existence
as “termites” or their
icons as “fashion”, the
Cockroach Janta Party
is proving that for mil-
lions of Indian youth,
identity is not a card to
be played — it is the
foundation of their
fight for the future.
The police calculus

After his arrival at
Delhi Airport on June
6, 2026, a revealing
subtext to the entire
episode i1s the Delhi
Police’s handling of
protest permissions.
Typically, Jantar
Mantar protest permis-
sions require an appli-
cation seven to ten
days in advance.
However, the Delhi
Police fast-tracked the
approval and
processed it directly at
the airport terminal to
prevent massive
crowds, logistical
chaos, and potential
confrontation at the
Parliament Street
police station.

One can reasonably
assume the authorities
knew he was a Dalit.
Perhaps the police had
prior knowledge of
Dipke’s background
and, if he was deemed
a Hindu, did not con-

Il
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sider him a security
threat. By characteris-
ing Dipke as a Dalit,
the powers that be
must have calculated
that his influence
would be limited once
people were made
aware of his Dalit
background. Had he
been a Muslim, Sikh,
or Christian, he would
have been arrested on
landing, detained on
some pretext or for
anti-national activi-
ties, and forced into
the contortions of
legal battles to clear
his name. The fast-
tracked permission,
granted as soon as he
landed, suggests a cal-
culated gamble that a
Dalit leader could be
contained through
social ridicule rather
than state force.

Ambedkar’s prophecy
Dr B.R. Ambedkar, in

his famous  book
“Annihilation of
Caste”, writes that

“the effect of Caste
on the ethics of the
Hindus is simply
deplorable. Caste has
killed public spirit.
Caste has destroyed
the sense of public
charity. Caste has
made public opinion
impossible. A Hindu’s

public is his Caste.
His responsibility is
only to his Caste. His
loyalty is restricted

only to his Caste.
Virtue has become
Caste-ridden and
morality has become
Caste-bound. There
is no sympathy to the
deserving. There is
no appreciation of
the meritorious.
There is no Charity
to the needy.
Suffering as such
calls for no response.
There is Charity but
it begins with the
Caste and ends with
the Caste. There is
sympathy but not for
men of other Caste.
The capacity to
appreciate merits in a
man apart from his
Caste does not exist
in a Hindu. There is
appreciation of
virtue but only when
the man is a fellow
Caste man. The
whole morality is as
bad as tribal morali-
ty.”

Dr Ambedkar further
wrote that “Caste is
ever ready to take
advantage of the
helplessness of a man
and insist upon a
complete conformity
to its code both in let-

ter and in spirit. A
Caste can easily
organise itself into a
conspiracy to make
the life of a reformer
a living hell.”

The casteist slurs
hurled at Dipke were
unashamedly and

deliberately intended
to make him an object
of contempt and to
undermine his cam-
paign. Indeed, virtue,

ethics, morality,
responsibility and pub-
lic causes are all

wrapped up in a caste
identity. Such is the
sorry state of Indian
culture and political
discourse.

The future of the
‘Cockroaches’
Following the back-
lash, numerous anti-
caste activists and
social media users
came forward to con-
demn the abuse and
express solidarity with
Dipke. The question
now 1s whether this
solidarity can translate

into political power.
The Cockroach Janata
Party began as a joke.
But in a country where
a Chief Justice com-
pares youth to insects,
a Home Minister calls
migrants termites, and
a Dalit student from
Boston is told he has
no merit, the joke has
turned deadly serious.
Dipke is no longer just
a satirist. He is a sym-
bol. And if the reaction
to his “D card” revela-
tion is any indication,
India’s  upper-caste
conscience 1s deeply
afraid of what the
cockroaches might do
once they finally
decide to swarm.




www.samajweekly.com

Special

15/06/2026 25

FSECT It (Reels) 3
gonft fi'gs U A 9
I

IJ YEHIS HI, 5985 A
H3JAX Ud':ﬁl IO(()'d ’g'
AS aHd 3T o HF
fourst fdT g5 =t @9
3t fage few 15-Afas <
36 g€z ¥ g9 feg
B nyst m3 ghintt &
75 2 7uH feg ur fée

(A9 S®H IJ d)

a‘%wrr?ﬁqwmﬂ?a—d

J&5| JE93 ¥ HIUT &
it it go g TAgE
&t e, 87 & nuEts
famr I fewe & fem €3
& ygst & niA% gI »i3
fesr I
ugst '3 U foor Hg
yse
fer s3g RSt Hftmr
w3 'feye © g
TSt gEIrt =T ATgHET
FIer U fgor I AES
HEh '3 yapas @516

w@swf&rﬁrwﬁk

mﬂﬁm—e’»rﬁmrruam

I5, fr &% ugst =
3Hd TIRIE fH3 I I
T

-Fet fagHies s9 2fex
TH & ygzt & &2
UETE g I8 TS| Jramft
¥ g¥ I96 §F T 3nHs
g fagor I ni3 ISHMIT
fiu®s 37 I8

fego A9 @ famr A fx
Jegs S de feg s &

IHAT 33T wUST IHTTET
gzt fo5° @ge &1 nHS

suer| gt & I9 Un
IHET, I MUSTT &'

s st fe g AIs
IFHET &1 & I fEAaHs,
PUE WY 2, 7 <9t J
3| IFT 9U & AfAS, dus
ST 9% AIET 9H Aot

& BT G I feT T
HIET | »fAd & HTEST &

»3,fed HW3I W3S
ST | I el IE B, A
o fearg &% ouT,
FTIE T IH-A3T B

J, g geet € AgATOe

3 9 SIfent T Adls
Jer I, 8% &% €3-T3
misat = Ha9 39 I9J A |
AR & 9T 9T © Age BT
TJIT JITHT ¥ F fe® 39
irfen | '"migAA ©F % I
fa @asar 80% &« fAde
JHt g=lE w3 IHI ©F
596 feg I8 9T A&
At fa 8o 5 & UH Y 4,

IHHATT T HIte-IT T
IH 393 <Jar Jdtg eH
feg It g%eT| npfte @F
fe'g, 9 A AdS I8
AHS, wWdt & gJ9
T, B3<e & A< B9
¥3<e do9tg & Hee J
ATl €6 fugt & mEt 3

YA fH® e Frfe—dé‘rar

FeI3 Y3t Af3ag 8T
7T IJ I

fog »iAt Ige I fx
Astrt BT T Ehort
Wt & uost © niAs
AJUE © née & AT,
uSamAS  feg  mAHsE
YT & yT= JE 'S He
T AT &d, g®fa fora

IeI3 & THIS sATINT
3% ¥ A, AT nA®
Havgas'“ra‘waﬂsfazr
feg €39 mal feg
w39t gT 'YE § BIT

Ao  fed-fRACH
I5| €F 7 o HaEl® St
& 83F °9 UH IY
ged3 & HigAA F3Jar
e

2

3

#639/408, I3 35
399 : 9878469639

TE T st Tt
fa=st 3n1 (Cap) ISt
gdiEr I w3 g3ed
HO8T Af diwdt ST
TfEt '3 IS gIHS
BB TTIE IS |

At S e Aqr feadt
s T gAY, AIAd M3
n3 Uy fesfant (Bco-
Touirsm) & IH SI&T
Eﬁtﬂ?%ﬂ

9815046042




ST e T ferm 15/06/2026 20

Samaj Weekl Weekly

. AHYe '-rﬂarﬂ

Punjabi, Hindi & English Newspaper - UK & EU Edition =

A3 DIGITAL MEDIA 3% A=

ezﬂﬁ“mmnénéw@m&ls’m
WWWWWWW

* &% I UG A st werg e
A fenl'smaeem’rmmaal
+44 T8T78 456484

cmail:-Samajweekly@gmail.com




