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ID no. 921760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

................................................................................

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he-l:l-:atraﬂa
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

. i .

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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In Loving Memory of

BHAGAT RAM SAMPLA
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Reservation for Ad-Hoc Appointments in Haryana’s
Universities and Colleges: A Necessary Reform

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Currently, approximately 40% of teach-
ing staff in Haryana’s colleges and uni-
versities are guest or ad-hoc contract
teachers. Data from Kurukshetra
University, =~ Maharshi  Dayanand
University, and Chaudhary Devi Lal
University indicate that in the academic
year 2024-2025, over 3,200 teachers
were employed under this system.
Furthermore, 40% of Haryana’s gov-
ernment colleges are operating without
regular principals, and more than 4,900
faculty positions remain vacant (source:
https://indianexpress.com/.../haryana-
govt-colleges.../). Notably, reservation
policies do not apply to these positions,
leaving qualified candidates from
Scheduled Castes, Backward Classes,
and Economically Weaker Sections
excluded for years.

In the case of “Madan Singh vs. State of
Haryana” on July 12, 1924, the
Supreme Court upheld the validity of
regularisation policies, stating, “back-
door entry without open competition is
illegal.” The Supreme Court did not ban
reservations; instead, it raised serious
concerns about the process of “back-
door entry without open competition.”
Anti-reservation advocates have misin-
terpreted this ruling to suggest that
reservations cannot be implemented,
which is incorrect and contrary to the
principle of “social justice” enshrined in
the Indian Constitution. On May 27,
2026, the Punjab and Haryana High
Court ordered the regularisation of
12,700 guest teachers in Haryana gov-
ernment schools, affirming the validity
of the regularisation policy and
acknowledging that the petitioners met
the necessary conditions. Justice
Sandeep Moudgil’s bench emphasised
that teaching is not a “stop-gap arrange-
ment” ,but rather the foundation of soci-
ety and the nation; teachers should not
be treated as expendable resources
(source: Dainik Tribune, Chandigarh,
May 28, 2026, p. 1).

The Ad-Hoc Cycle: 11 Months + 1 Day
Break:

A significant flaw in the current system

1s the “artificial break imposed on ad-
hoc teachers. Colleges typically issue
appointment letters for 11 months. After
showing a brief one or two-day break
during the summer vacation, they rehire
teachers for another 11 months. While
the term “ad hoc” is used, many teach-
ers have effectively been in these roles
for years. Advertisements in newspa-
pers clearly state that vacancies for the
2026-2027 academic year are only
available for temporary contracts, with
eligibility requirements mirroring those
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DR.Ramijilal, Social Scientist,
Former Principal, Dyal Singh
College,

Karnal (Haryana, India)
Email:
drramijilal1947 @gmail.com

for permanent positions, yet salary
details are not provided. This is where
the exploitation of ad-hoc teachers
becomes evident. The advertisements
often do not mention reservations, lead-
ing to two significant issues. First, since
the positions are classified as temporary,
the reservation roster does not apply.
Consequently, principals, heads of
departments, and management commit-
tees tend to favor their preferred candi-
dates for extended periods. Second,
young candidates from SC, BC, and
EWS categories miss out on opportuni-
ties, even when they possess qualifica-
tions such as NET or PhDs.
Constitutional Position: Reservation 1s
Not Limited to Permanent Positions:
Artticle 16(4) of the Indian Constitution
allows the state to provide reservations
for adequate representation in state

services. The Constitution does not state
that reservations apply only to “perma-
nent posts.” The term “post” encom-
passes any responsible role for which
the government pays a salary. The
Supreme Court’s ruling in the 1992 case
“Indira Sawhney and Others vs. Union
of India” highlighted that the purpose of
reservations is to ensure participation
from all social classes in administration.
When a post has been filled ad hoc for
three to four years, it should be consid-
ered permanent. Denying these posts
reservations under the guise of tempo-
rality contradicts the spirit of social jus-
tice enshrined in the Constitution. The
Punjab and Haryana High Court stated
in CPW P 15 234-2023 that while reser-
vation applies to sanctioned posts, the
government can define what constitutes
a “sanctioned post.” If the state cabinet
decides that a post held for more than 11
months will be treated as sanctioned for
roster purposes, this decision will be
considered valid.

Suggestions to Address the Problem:
The Haryana Government’s Education
Department should adopt the principle
of reservation for ad hoc appointments.
The following suggestions are pro-
posed:

1. Definition of Approved Post: Any
teaching or non-teaching position filled
on an ad hoc, guest, or contract basis for
more than 11 consecutive months, or a
total of 11 months within three years,
should be classified as an approved post
for the roster. A break of less than 90
days will not be considered continuous,
as it is deemed legitimate. The responsi-
bility to provide evidence of this should
lie with the principal of the college and
the Vice Chancellor of the university.

2. Mandatory Open Advertising: All ad
hoc, guest, and contract appointments
should be advertised on the websites of
colleges and universities and in at least
one national newspaper. This measure
will help prevent backdoor recruitment
through walk-in interviews.

3. Diversity in the Selection Committee:
The selection committee should include

a nominated member from the SC/ST
category and an expert for diversity.
This approach will ensure a balanced
perspective and reduce the potential for
discrimination.

4. Implementation of a 100-Point
Roster: The 100-point roster for direct
recruitment should be applied to all ad
hoc appointments. This would allocate
20% for SC, 11% for BC(A), 6% for
BC(B), 10% for EWS, and 4% for dis-
abled persons. Horizontal reservations
should be provided, and the backlog
should be calculated from April 1, 2026,
with all future appointments filled
accordingly.

5. Maximum Tenure and Obligation of
Regular Recruitment: No individual
should remain in an ad hoc appointment
for more than two consecutive academ-
ic sessions. In its ruling on July 12,
2024, the Supreme Court stated that
regularisation without adherence to due
process was illegal. However, it also
indicated in paragraph 53 that the
appointment of qualified individuals
could be considered, provided that the
key elements of open advertisement,
merit, and a transparent roster process
are followed. Thus, this would align
with the Supreme Court’s order, rather
than violate it.

6. Ensuring Transparency: The Haryana
Higher Education Department should
establish a central portal to upload all
advertisements for ad hoc appoint-
ments, roster points, and selection lists
of every college and university, ensur-
ing transparency throughout the
process.

In summary, the manipulation of ad
hoc appointments must be addressed,
as these positions are not exempt from
reservation. Education is a public
good, and Article 16(4) of the
Constitution applies to ad hoc appoint-
ments as well. Implementing reserva-
tions for ad hoc appointments in
Haryana would be a significant step
towards social justice. The Haryana
Cabinet should take action and issue
instructions to enforce this principle
effectively.
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The Ambedkar Association of North America celebrated the birth
anniversary of B, R. Ambedkar Jyo Irao Phule Jayanti, and Vesak Day

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
The Ambedkar
Association of North
America celebrated the
birth anniversary of B. R.
Ambedkar, Jyotirao Phule
Jayanti, and Vesak Day at
the Laurelville Retreat
Center from May 22 to
May 25 during its annual
three-day ~ Ambedkarite
retreat. Around 250 mem-
bers and representatives
from nearly 20 U.S. states
including New York, New

Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, Delaware,
Ohio, Massachusetts,
Georgia, Texas, Florida,
Tennessee, Alabama,
Illinois, Michigan,
Arizona, California,
Washington, and |

Washington, D.C. partici-
pated in the gathering.
Attendees also joined from
the Canadian provinces of
Ontario, Alberta, and New
Brunswick, along with
guests and parents visiting
from India.

The annual retreat provid-
ed a meaningful opportuni-
ty for community connec-
tion, cultural expression,
and learning centered on
Buddhism, equality, social
justice, and the teachings
of Dr. Ambedkar and
Mahatma Phule. The event

brought together
Ambedkarite  families,
youth, and community

leaders in an atmosphere of
fellowship, education, and
shared commitment to
human dignity and equali-
ty.

The retreat began with a
meet and greet session on
Friday evening. Everyone
met new friends and recon-
nected with old ones. The
evening was filled with

discussion and excitement
for the rest of the retreat.

Saturday started with an | :__
early-morning meditation |-

session with  Bhante

Revata, followed by a |

Zumba session before
breakfast. Ven. Bhante
Revata led the grand pro-
cession after breakfast.

Saturday’s program con-
tinned with Tisharan
Panchasheel and Budhda

Vandana, followed by the
Presidential address. Guest
speaker Prof. Laurence
Simon shared his thoughts
on caste and social justice.
Dr Ambedkar International
Award Recipient 2026-
Prof Atul Bhosekar,
Savitrimai Phule
International Award
2026:Recipient: ~ Swati
Sawant, Mooknayak
Excellence in Journalism

Award 2026 Recipient:

Ambedkarite ~ People’s
Voice and Dr Ambedkar
International Lifetime
Achievement Award 2026
Recipient: Bhante
Gunaratna. Jaibhim Award
ceremony recognized con-
tributions and volunteer
efforts from adults, youths,
and children. Before head-
ing to lunch, all the atten-
dees took a group photo,
capturing the unity and

peace of the day.
After lunch, cultural activi-
ties began, including danc-
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ing, singing, and giving
speeches. The performers
ranged from kindergarten
children to senior citizens,
showcasing talent through-
out the AANA community.
The cultural activities gave
many youths an opportuni-
ty to host the program and
participate in the AANA
community.

An informative Al talk and
discussion was held on
Saturday evening, while
s’mores and games were
available for children. The
highlight of Saturday
evening was Vesak Night.
This event started with a
talk on Dhamma as a gov-
erning principle and the
rise, fall, and revival of
Buddhism.  After a

Vandana led by Bhante
Revata, there was a candle
lighting ceremony. Every
attendee offered a candle
to Lord Buddha. To wrap

up the night, illuminated
balloons where the sky to
celebrate hope and unity.

Sunday began with medi-
tation and Zumba sessions
before breakfast. The Walk
for Equality took place,
inspired by the teachings
of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
The rest of the day focused
on sports activities for all
ages. Indoor and outdoor
games strengthened team-
work, relationships, and
participation across all age
groups. We had special
90mins session with guest
speaker Prof Larry Simon
and Advocate Swati
Sawant on important top-
ics NY state anti-caste dis-
crimination
bill6531/A6920 and caste
as protected categories
added in couple Boston
university released into to
conclude the final night of
the retreat, all attendees
celebrated during DJ
Night. A fashion show
allowed families to walk

down a runway and take
photos on stage together.
The celebration went on

. past midnight.

9% Monday morning had the

final meditation and
Zumba sessions of the
retreat. After breakfast,
attendees packed their
belongings and exchanged
heartfelt goodbyes, prom-
ising to see each other at
next year’s retreat.

Thank you

Ambedkar Association of
North America
WWW.2anausa.org
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India and Its Relation to Religion

(Asian independent)
Recently, on May 24, 2026, a
Tribal Cultural Conclave was
organized by the RSS in
Delhi. During this event,
demands were raised to create
a rift within the tribal commu-
nity and to exclude tribals
who have converted to
Christianity from the list of
Scheduled Tribes. Through
this initiative, an attempt was
made to foster the misconcep-
tion that if a tribal individual
converts to Christianity, they
should be stripped of the
reservations and other benefits
accorded to tribals as a
Scheduled Tribe. In this
regard, the constitutional posi-
tion is that religion serves as
no criterion for individuals
belonging to the Scheduled
Tribes category. There are dis-
tinct criteria for determining
their identity—criteria which
are discussed in detail in this
article—so that the RSS’s
attempt to sow division and
conflict among tribals on the
basis of religion can be fully
understood.

The tribal communities of
India constitute one of the
most diverse and historically
significant sections of Indian
society. Officially recognized
as “Scheduled Tribes” (STs)
under the Constitution of
India, these communities pos-
sess distinct social, cultural,
linguistic, and historical iden-
tities. India is home to more
than seven hundred tribal
groups spread across different
regions,  particularly in
Central India, the Northeast,
the Himalayan belt, and parts
of South India. The question
of how tribal communities are
identified and whether reli-
gion plays any role in such
identification has been a mat-
ter of academic, constitution-
al, and political discussion for
decades.

The identification of tribal
communities in India is not
primarily based on religion.
Rather, it is linked to histori-
cal, cultural, ethnic, geograph-
ical, and socio-economic fac-
tors. Tribal identity is under-
stood as a socio-cultural cate-
gory rooted in a distinct way
of life and a history of margin-
alization. Religion may influ-
ence tribal culture in some
contexts, but it is not the con-
stitutional criterion for recog-
nizing a community as a

Scheduled Tribe.
Historical Background
Tribal Identification

The process of identifying
tribal communities began dur-
ing the colonial period. British
administrators and anthropol-
ogists classified certain com-
munities as “tribes” because
of their relative geographical
isolation, distinct customs,
traditional occupations, and
different social organization
from caste-based Hindu socie-
ty. Colonial ethnographers
often treated tribes as “primi-
tive” or “backward,” reflect-
ing the racial and evolutionary
theories prevalent at that time.
After independence, the
framers of the Indian
Constitution recognized that
tribal communities had suf-
fered from historical neglect,
exploitation, displacement,
and lack of access to educa-
tion and economic opportuni-
ties. Therefore, special consti-
tutional protections were pro-
vided to them under the cate-
gory of Scheduled Tribes.
However, the Constitution did
not provide a precise defini-
tion of the term “tribe.”
Instead, Article 342 empow-
ered the President of India to
specify which communities
would be recognized as
Scheduled Tribes in consulta-
tion with state governments
and the Parliament.

Criteria for Identification of
Scheduled Tribes

Although there is no rigid
constitutional definition, cer-
tain criteria evolved through
administrative practice and
committee recommendations.
The most influential among
them was the Lokur
Committee (1965), which sug-
gested the following charac-
teristics for identifying tribal
communities:

Primitive traits, Distinctive
culture, Geographical isola-
tion, Shyness of contact with
the larger community and
Backwardness

These criteria reflected the
anthropological thinking of
that period. However, modern
scholarship criticizes some of
these expressions, especially
terms such as “primitive,” as
colonial and derogatory.
Contemporary understanding
places greater emphasis on
cultural distinctiveness, his-
torical marginalization, and
community identity rather

of

than notions of primitiveness.
Today, tribal communities are
generally identified through
the following features:
Distinct ethnic and cultural
identity, Traditional customs
and social practices, Separate
languages or dialects, Strong
connection with forests, hills,
or specific territories,
Community-based social
organization and Historical
deprivation and socio-eco-
nomic marginalization
Examples of major tribal com-
munities include the Gond
Tribe, Santhal Tribe, Bhil
Tribe, Munda Tribe, and vari-
ous Naga Tribes. Each of
these communities has its own
language, customs, myths, rit-
uals, and traditional institu-
tions.
Constitutional
Framework

and Legal

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
Peoples Front

The Constitution of India pro-
vides several safeguards for
Scheduled Tribes. Article 342
authorizes the identification of
ST communities. The Fifth
Schedule provides for the
administration and protection
of tribal areas in central and

peninsular India, while the
Sixth Schedule grants autono-
my to tribal areas in parts of
Northeast India.
Additional
include:
Reservation in education and

safeguards

government employment,
Political  reservation in
Parliament and state legisla-
tures, Protection against
exploitation and land alien-
ation and Special development
programs for tribal welfare
The constitutional approach
recognizes tribal communities
as historically disadvantaged
socio-cultural groups requir-
ing affirmative action and pro-
tection.

Relationship Between Tribal
Identity and Religion
Religion is not an official cri-
terion for the identification of
Scheduled Tribes in India. A
tribal community retains its
ST status regardless of the
religion practiced by its mem-
bers. Tribal identity is linked
to ancestry, ethnicity, culture,
and historical experience
rather than to any specific reli-
gion.

Tribal communities in India
follow a wide variety of faith
traditions. Many continue to
practice indigenous religions
based on nature worship,
ancestor worship, and ani-
mistic beliefs. Others have
adopted Hinduism,
Christianity, Buddhism, or
Islam over time.

For example:

A large number of tribes in
Northeast India are Christian,
many tribal groups in
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and
Odisha follow Sarna or other
indigenous faith traditions,
some tribal communities have
incorporated Hindu rituals and

deities into their cultural life,
small sections have embraced
Buddhism or Islam.

Despite these differences,
their constitutional recogni-
tion as Scheduled Tribes
remains unaffected because
the basis of recognition is
socio-cultural and historical
rather than religious.

This position differs from the
Scheduled Caste category
where constitutional provi-
sions historically linked eligi-
bility to certain religions. In
the case of Scheduled Tribes,
no such religious restriction
exists.

Debate Over Tribal Religious
Identity

Although religion is not a con-
stitutional criterion, tribal reli-
gious identity has become an
important political and cultur-
al issue in contemporary
India. There are debates
regarding whether tribal com-
munities should be regarded
as followers of independent
indigenous faiths or as part of
the broader Hindu fold.

Two terms often appear in this
debate:

“Adivasi,” meaning original
inhabitants or indigenous peo-
ple. “Vanvasi,” meaning forest
dwellers

Many tribal movements,
scholars, and activists prefer
the term “Adivasi” because it
emphasizes the distinct histor-
ical and indigenous identity of
tribal peoples. On the other
hand, organizations associated
with Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh often use the term
“Vanvasi,” arguing that tribal
communities are culturally
connected with the wider
Hindu civilization.

Critics argue that such
approaches may dilute distinct

tribal identities and assimilate
tribal religions into main-
stream Hinduism. Supporters
contend that these -efforts
strengthen national integration
and social unity. This debate
reflects larger questions about
identity, culture, indigeneity,
and political representation in
India.

Contemporary Challenges
Tribal communities today face
numerous challenges despite
constitutional  protections.
These include:

Displacement due to mining,
dams, and industrial projects,
Loss of forests and traditional
livelihoods, Poverty and lack
of access to quality education
and healthcare, Cultural
assimilation and erosion of
indigenous languages and
Political marginalization and
exploitation

At the same time, tribal move-
ments across India are
increasingly asserting their
rights over land, forests, cul-
ture, and religion. Demands
for recognition of separate
tribal religions in the census
and protection of indigenous
traditions have gained impor-
tance in several states.
Conclusion

The identification of Tribals
or Scheduled Tribes in India is
fundamentally based on socio-
cultural distinctiveness, his-
torical isolation, ethnic identi-
ty, and socio-economic mar-
ginalization. Religion is not
the determining factor in trib-
al recognition. Tribal commu-
nities may follow indigenous
faiths, Hinduism, Christianity,
Buddhism, Islam, or other
religions, yet their constitu-
tional status as Scheduled
Tribes remains intact.

The Indian constitutional
framework recognizes tribal
communities as unique cul-
tural groups deserving pro-
tection, autonomy, and affir-
mative action. At the same
time, debates over tribal
identity, religion, and cultur-
al assimilation continue to
shape contemporary political
and social discourse in
India. The challenge before
Indian democracy is to
ensure that tribal communi-
ties can preserve their dis-
tinct identities while enjoy-
ing equality, dignity, and
development within the
broader national framework.
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SEVA Trust UK crowned ‘Non-Profit Organisation of the Year 2026’
for their exceptional community support work in England and India

' Community
Support NPO of

(Asian independent)
SEVA Trust UK a
Bedford based charity
has been honoured for
their outstanding charita-
ble work in England and
India and received ‘Non-
Profit Organisation
(NPO) of the Year 2026’
Award from the
Corporate Live Wire
Prestige Awards Team.
The ‘Central England
Prestige Awards Event’
was held at the Moor Hall
Hotel, Sutton Coldfield.

On behalf of SEVA Trust,
the Founder and
Chairman Charan
Sekhon MBE, Vice-Chair
Dr Baljit Upadhyay,
Trustee Satnam Galsin
and District Coordinator
for Punjab Projects
Shaminder Garcha
received the award and
said ‘We are deeply hon-
oured, and delighted to
receive this prestigious
award. A huge thank you
to our incredible team
and everyone who sup-
ported us along the way.
We are proud to operate
on the foundational prin-
ciple of Seva (selfless
service) and operate a
100% donation policy
that means all the dona-
tions go towards the
cause, not to pay anyone
salary. We dedicate this
award to all our volun-
teers and supporting
partners especially to our

the Year
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Operations
Chairman Naresh Mittal
and to all the Trustees

and Project Delivery
Teams. Anyone wishes to
support us or want to find
out more, please get in
touch with us. We would
like to thank the Judging
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Panel and the Awards
Team for selecting our
charity. This Award will
motivate us to do more
and better for others.’

Jacob Brown, Director of
the Prestige Awards
Team said ‘The judges
were impressed by the
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highly impactful welfare
projects benefiting disad-
vantaged families and
individuals in England
and India especially set-
ting up North India’s first
free multi-facility home

for children with
Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy (DMD) in

Haryana, helping more
than 100,000 families
and students through
various projects and run-
ning successful pro-
grammes for women and

&

girls in North India cover-
ing Punjab and Haryana.
In England, SEVA Trust
operates without a single
paid staff and assisted
more than 1,500 stu-
dents, 600 families, and
elderly or vulnerable peo-

B[E

ple through various com-
munity  projects and
events, which is a
remarkable achievement’
These annual awards are
conducted by the
Corporate Live Wire
Prestige Awards Team
and awarded to the best
performing businesses
and non-profit organisa-
tions who have made a
significant social and
community impact.

Previously SEVA Trust
UK was named “Charity
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of the Year” at the 2019
British Indian Awards and

“‘Non Profit Organisation
of the Year 2021” for their

exceptional community
and students support
work during Corona

Pandemic in England.
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Profiting from Chaos: The Global
Gambit of the Failed State

THE ASIAN
INDEPENDENT UK
Political Analysis
The game of internation-
al politics looks a lot like
a giant chessboard. Right
now, a fast-moving and
complicated game is
being played across Asia.
The main players are the
United States, India,
China, and Pakistan.
Each country is moving
its pieces to protect itself
and gain an advantage,
creating a web of mixed

signals, sudden
partnerships, and clever
strategies.

The American Strategy:
A Double Game The
United States, led by
President

Donald Trump, is play-
ing a high-stakes double
game. On one side of the
board, the U.S. desper-
ately needs India. India
is the only country in the
region large enough to
check China’s growing
power in the Indo-
Pacific. Trump flew into
Beijing with massive
fanfare, flanked by an
entourage of tech titans
like Elon Musk and
Nvidia’s Jensen Huang.
He went in expecting a
total victory—even brag-

ging beforehand that Xi
Jinping would give him a
“big, fat hug.”

The fact is Xi Jinping
didn’t budge on funda-
mental issues.

Because of this, the U.S.
sent Secretary of State
Marco Rubio to New
Delhi with massive
“sweeteners”, like trade
concessions and energy
deals, to mend fences
after Trump previously
insulted the country and
threatened high tariffs.
The U.S. is loudly say-
ing, “I love India,”
because it needs the
Quad alliance to stand
strong against China.
However, the U.S. is
simultaneously moving
pieces on another part of
the board. Washington
has been heavily relying
on Pakistan’s Army
Chief, Asim Munir, to act
as a secret postman to
help end the recent U.S.
war with Iran. To reward
Pakistan for this help, the
U.S. just handed them a
$488 million contract to
upgrade their F-16 fight-
er jet radars. For India,
this looks like a danger-
ous betrayal, but for the
U.S., it is simply a trans-
actional reward for a

Special

favor done.

The Pakistani Gambit:
Profiting from Weakness
Pakistan’s move is per-
haps the most surprising
on the board.
Domestically, the coun-
try is facing severe
chaos, with terrorist
groups like the TTP and
Baloch insurgents

launching major attacks

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

that the military cannot
seem to stop. Yet, Field
Marshal Asim Munir is
cleverly using this inter-
nal weakness to his
advantage on the global
stage.

By positioning himself
as the mediator between
Trump, Iran, and China,
Munir has gained mas-
sive international expo-
sure.

Beijing has immense
financial leverage over
Iran (buying the vast
majority of its oil).
Munir is in Beijing to
coordinate a  joint
Pakistan-China  diplo-
matic squeeze on Tehran,
with China explicitly
stating it wants to work
with Pakistan to “restore
peace and stability in the
Middle East.”
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Munir is leveraging this
temporary global impor-
tance to secure crucial
IMF loans and U.S. mili-
tary hardware. He has
effectively told the world
that if they let Pakistan’s
economy collapse, the
entire Middle East peace
process will collapse
with it. It is a masterclass
in turning domestic fail-

ure 1into international
leverage.
The Indian Defense:

Playing the Long Game
India sees this entire
double game clearly.
New Delhi knows that
Trump can change his
mind in a single tweet,
moving from praise to
punishing tariffs in a
flash. Because India

views the U.S. leadership
as highly unpredictable,

—
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it refuses to become a
simple pawn in the
American game against
China.

Instead, India is practic-
ing “multi-alignment.”
While Prime Minister
Modi’s government is

happy to accept
America’s economic
sweeteners, buy U.S.

energy, and cooperate on
maritime security, it is
also keeping its doors
open to trade with Russia
and Europe. India is
smiling at the American
diplomats, but it is refus-
ing to put all its eggs in
Washington’s basket.
Conclusion

On this global chess-
board, there are no per-
manent friends, only
permanent  interests.
The U.S. is desperately
trying to manage China
while putting out fires
in the Middle East.
Pakistan is using its
geographic position to
get cash and weapons it
desperately needs.
Meanwhile, India is
playing a patient, cau-
tious defense—taking
the gifts Washington
offers, but trusting only
its own moves to secure
its future.

e Easarnranesr
SR s

e =rncdl Eill

—

—

C o el rancl=ar
e r e st
T e ciiraeceg Ch=armad = Baoecoa b o
TrnvwitT=atico»rey Chearaed > Ml rwes 5 e racd
EBEirtifaacd s o =mrmacd

Ay b a=allporweear FRaoaaacd P hadilll=saee
. - L - W - B - - - L et - F - ¥ R - T -

e el =i




www.samajweekly.com

Dalit Panthers: History, Role and Impact on Dalits
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(Special on Foundation
Day 29th May, 1972)
The Dalit Panthers occu-
py a significant place in
the history of modern
India as one of the most
radical and influential
anti-caste movements of
the twentieth century.
Emerging in Maharashtra
in 1972, the movement
gave a new direction to
Dalit politics, social con-
sciousness, literature, and
resistance against caste
oppression. Inspired by
the revolutionary ideas of
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and
influenced by global
movements such as the
Black Panther movement
in the United States, the
Dalit Panthers trans-
formed the political lan-
guage of social justice in
India.  Although  the
organization itself
declined within a few
years, its ideological and
cultural impact on Dalits
and Indian society
remains profound and

long-lasting.

The historical background
of the Dalit Panthers lies
in the social and political
conditions prevailing
after Indian independ-
ence. Despite constitu-
tional guarantees of
equality and abolition of
untouchability, caste dis-
crimination and violence
against Dalits continued
across the country. The
hopes generated by the
Constitution and the lead-
ership of Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar were gradually
replaced by frustration
and disillusionment
among Dalits, particular-
ly among educated youth.
After Ambedkar’s death
in 1956, the Republican
movement became frag-
mented and weak. Many
Dalits felt that main-
stream political parties
were exploiting them for
votes without addressing
their fundamental prob-
lems of social humilia-
tion, economic depriva-
tion, and violence.
During the late 1960s and
early 1970s, Maharashtra
witnessed several inci-
dents of caste atrocities
against Dalits. At the
same time, urbanization,
unemployment, and
poverty created deep
anger among educated
Dalit youth living in
cities like Mumbai. It was

in this atmosphere that
young activists and writ-
ers such as Namdeo
Dhasal, J. V. Pawar, Raja
Dhale, and others found-
ed the Dalit Panthers on
29 May, 1972. Advocate
Vimalsurya Chimankar
was also a prominent
leader of Dalit Panthers.
The name “Panthers” was
consciously adopted from
the Black Panther Party
of the United States,
which had emerged as a
militant movement
against racial oppression
of African-Americans.
The Dalit Panthers simi-
larly sought to challenge
caste oppression and
defend the dignity of
Dalits through militant
resistance and social
mobilization.

The ideology of the Dalit
Panthers was deeply root-
ed in Ambedkarite
thought. They believed in
equality, human dignity,
annihilation of caste, and
social transformation.
However, the movement
also drew inspiration
from Marxism, socialism,
and Black radical move-
ments. Unlike earlier
Dalit organizations that
focused mainly on consti-
tutional methods and
electoral politics, the
Dalit Panthers adopted a
more aggressive and con-
frontational style. They
argued that caste oppres-
sion was not merely a
social issue but a system
of structural domination
linked with economic
exploitation and cultural
oppression.

One of the most important
contributions of the Dalit
Panthers was the expan-
sion of the meaning of the

term “Dalit.” In their
famous manifesto of
1973, the Panthers

defined Dalits broadly to
include Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Neo-
Buddhists, landless
labourers, poor peasants,
women, and all economi-
cally and socially exploit-
ed people. Thus, “Dalit”
became not simply a caste
category but a political
identity representing all
oppressed sections of
society. This broadened
understanding helped cre-
ate solidarity among mar-
ginalized groups and gave
a revolutionary character
to the movement.

The Black Panther Party: A Graphic Novel History by David F. Walker ...

The role of the Dalit
Panthers in mobilizing
Dalits against  caste
oppression was extremely
significant. They openly
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confronted caste atroci-
ties and organized
protests against violence
and discrimination. In
many places, they chal-
lenged dominant caste
oppression through direct
action and public demon-
strations. Their militant
posture gave courage and
confidence to Dalit youth
who had long suffered
humiliation and fear. The
Panthers encouraged
Dalits to reject submis-
siveness and assert their
rights with dignity and
self-respect.

Another major role of the
Dalit Panthers was the
revival of Ambedkarite
politics among a new gen-

eration. After the decline
of the Republican Party,
many feared that
Ambedkar’s revolution-
ary ideas would lose rele-
vance. The Panthers
revived Ambedkar’s lega-
cy by presenting him not
merely as the architect of
the Constitution but as a
revolutionary thinker who
fought against
Brahmanism, caste hier-
archy, and social injus-

tice. They popularized his
ideas among educated
youth and linked

Ambedkarism with con-
temporary struggles for
social and economic jus-
tice.

The Dalit Panthers also
brought about a cultural
and literary revolution in
India. Dalit literature,
especially in Marathi,
acquired a new radical
voice through the move-
ment. Writers such as
Namdeo Dhasal produced
powerful poetry and prose
describing the realities of
caste violence, poverty,
urban  slums, sexual
exploitation, and human
suffering. Dalit literature
rejected the romanticism
and upper-caste bias of
mainstream Indian litera-
ture and introduced the
lived experiences of
oppressed communities

into public discourse.
This literary movement
later spread to many
Indian languages, includ-
ing Hindi, Tamil,
Kannada, Punjabi, and
Telugu.

The impact of the Dalit
Panthers on Dalits was
immense. Socially, the
movement created a new
consciousness of dignity,
pride, and resistance
among Dalits. Many
Dalits began to openly
challenge caste discrimi-
nation in villages,
schools, workplaces, and
public institutions. The

movement transformed
the psychology of
oppressed communities

by replacing fear with
confidence and submis-
sion with assertion.

Politically, the Dalit
Panthers changed the
nature of Dalit politics in
India. They shifted the
focus from mere demands
for welfare and represen-
tation to broader strug-
gles for human rights,
dignity, and social trans-
formation. Their radical
approach influenced later
Dalit movements, student
organizations, and politi-
cal parties across India.
Even though the original
organization weakened,

continued to
of

its 1ideas
inspire generations
anti-caste activists.

The cultural impact of the
movement was equally
profound. Dalit literature
became an important
intellectual force in India
and challenged dominant
narratives of history and
society. Dalit autobiogra-
phies, poems, and essays
exposed the brutal reali-
ties of caste oppression

and compelled Indian
society  to confront
uncomfortable truths.

Universities and academ-
ic institutions also began
to study caste more criti-
cally due to the intellec-
tual influence of Dalit
movements inspired by
the Panthers.

Despite its achievements,
the Dalit Panthers also
faced several limitations.
Internal ideological dif-
ferences weakened the
organization. Some lead-
ers were influenced by
Marxism, while others
emphasized Ambedkarite
identity politics.
Leadership rivalries and
organizational weakness-
es further contributed to
divisions  within  the
movement. State repres-
sion, police action, and
political co-option also
weakened the Panthers.
By the late 1970s, the
original organization had
fragmented, although its
ideological influence
remained alive.

In conclusion, the Dalit
Panthers were a historic
movement that trans-
formed Dalit conscious-
ness and anti-caste politics
in India. They gave voice
to the anger, aspirations,
and dignity of oppressed
communities and chal-
lenged the structures of
caste domination with
unprecedented courage. By
combining militant
activism, Ambedkarite ide-
ology, and cultural rebel-
lion, the Dalit Panthers
created a powerful legacy
that continues to inspire
struggles for equality and
justice in contemporary
India. Although the organi-
zation itself was short-
lived, its impact on Dalit
politics, literature, and
social consciousness
remains one of the most
important chapters in the
history of modern India.
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