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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal {lharder building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:hecl-:airaue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

S — — —

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making efc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE




4 24/05/2026

www.samajweekly.com

Wwﬁ%m’a%&@#%mw&ﬁm?%ﬁww

&'Fuwsr(amf‘mu
nn-re) feus mHIT

Acd% I&d feg gae<

HIHT @9 € ©e39 fey

XTdl TAeE € S niTH

IFACIAS II<et | JIae<

HIHT oFF & o9 fedoe & M.

AJAd it GHa=T &7 318
JIJ WT o =fgsid 3F UgaT
X Jqeg ¥t & Bast =

HES U & MGHG oIS
famr Jdu €9 AA3
I T MYEHS

EEES Y- %‘HHS’EF

fﬂzﬂﬂ?s CUSES
WUg 93 AHS J9
GHee BT we%Ee

31 ek & e U

THET 23
(AfSTaus fRw 39 )
gar g®dT o=e® 89 &t

ifiag Ha S Jaere 77
JJ T3 @aruwaﬂa@a

=% St Geer o
W‘o”rwww

aaﬁw oo fa I=
AYS'g Jo% UTg <f
d'H()IHO( JITET ATH 3(?:'3'1'

ﬁuﬁﬂmammﬂmm

wet feg e g3 At § M E'E' o

fa 8o farft & ¥8 3
MUust IT%  YIEHH

N

J o ASH I ¥% e 941
gBd & ®IF  AIH
gasst fe'g I &t 9
IMH I9 ¥39 © feg
dadt  famen foms
ufdegg A'S AHH AT
fefenragt 3 & o

IIIST WTH FIg 3 &

3Jtx &% fag gy u@er
J Ifegt fegat =
ydieeT Jadilg 99t &
A3 |

fer < yIt asadt met

31 Het fos =g B o

UBH g%Yd ey miust
39t T feq fodas w3

93 FHE Tdd, TAEIH Gﬁmﬁgﬁaﬁmﬂm
g9 'g fgAs oy sfag
fe o fH& TS-A3t s=gn
&'H, 719 'g gt UfeH
SH 1 A3 IJ6 B naS 72

WS BT g9 o ATAS TAUSS
e”r%m%a”rfe—u’aue@rrﬁmrr

T5YT, 23 HET -
(Frf‘s'ea'uwf‘ﬂwam)
Adte 393 fARW &arg <t
AI-3<td6 g%dd wills

= UT Jaer ym few oiF
oAz oy sfgg feF
fea ®<9r ®" fHes
o% fema feg AeAst

3 gHas 99 oy st ufgs e Thmr

eSS WH H?E’Tmzﬂaﬁ”?}wsaéfammé’r@
B HHS &% I&d g sar fegut Hfdn &t Us uwt
mmamamwem

fegar st 23 HE (Tafes us  IfeR & J933 5% A8 Toen &9 fAw Hex & feg »rste
gggT) UAg AT ©f i fedtt  fiAses wisdde gouw fifw Sl 9a Hger defes &
HfoH & B8R =a3 Aewr forms I & &<t § 37 uHt T 8" argdwdt & AoHE fenr@z <
»d fami 79 AEed Hfgd © @98 Uger I feddnt ©@ 37 <t

bl (a(aY o) el
STHH 131 3 I8Ud 1< 3

399 4 3 e ¥iger wiH A &t U9 gE dEt J | L W3St gous fiw ghr
SHT SASST & & & niiEig fer s e Ao € auelel AET ALY
s orfeas 9 ot 3 1 GLEC YyAAs  ©f - 3 feg »my 9 TS
i aws aw & foms GLG Wl et aregmrt - fr feg &t weme

fenast 9 WA 3

o9 78 I»o® 39 J et 3 AroHE et
J 8" It AIT w3 yAHAs %IFO(HH'):I'.O(HUESI
At T WS R nrae 95 Ifgg © 98 @ Afodr A gt dedt | ARl
wH Wt 3 e yus § I fegw gE sAT 3ASET € H9 fem v € Fag At 9T 3°
JIfET A | fAR 9 ASSS @& 3% fgor I 1I8x €9 32 aEt JE &K &4 I&d | ANH AT
9J3T 5T famrm A | feR © 3= vAES 9t &7 dT @96 HHGT HAER fIAe AEdemi »is J9at
s 38 3 a2 T fer & »ue 593 ST 5% B &df Afam ug  wigmit § fer T93W fiee see
Yy § §g3 3T 9T ANS feor nidt €% ges T Isa fegrgd 93 It 9 |

96 € Fege I 3a

The Samaj Weekly and people associated with it are not responsible for any claims made by the advisers and don’t endorse any product or service advertising Samaj Weekly. Please consult your lawyer
before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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My Dreams — An Autoblography Book

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK
One fine day, some days ago,
my friend Harmesh Jassal
dropped in and presented me a
book of Raj Paul of the UK
published and distributed
recently by Malind Prakashan,
an outfit managed and run by
Harmesh Jassal himself. It is a
small booklet — My Dreams
(Autobiography) of Raj Paul
comprising of 72 pages and
also some colored photos of
Raj Paul’s life and work over
the years. Frankly speaking
there is nothing much to write
about the book as such but my
indulgence in community mat-
ters and my pastime of writing
blogs made me sit and write
about the book Raj Paul of
Kartarpur (his native place in
Jalandhar) who kept himself
associated with the communi-
ty as a staunch follower of
Babasaheb Ambedkar and a
devout Buddhist while earn-
ing his bread and butter with
dignity in the UK. I appreci-
ate Raj Paul’s
endeavors as many
of our people don’t .
pay much attention
to the things healthy
for the mind and
soul.

Coming to the narra-
tion of the book, the
author, Raj Paul ™~
himself has given . .«
the justification for
writing the account
of his life and work
in the Introduction
of the book. Frankly
speaking, there is
not much write about the book
as it is but the sheer grit and
dedication of Raj Paul to
carry with him the lofty mis-
sion of Babasaheb Ambedkar
to the UK and keep himself
engaged with it for the benefit
and advantage of the commu-
nity motivated me to write
about this. Reading the book,
[ noted that author 1is the

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career

Diplomat.

My Dreams

(Autobiography)
RAJ PAUL

nephew of the then known
socio-economic personality of
the community in Kartarpur,
Tulsi Ram Paul who was duly
known and recognized in
Bootan Mandi, the nerve cen-
ter of Dalit consciousness
along with yet another, Bhana
Ram (Bhana Mantri). Raj Paul
has devoted the book to the
details of life and mission of
Babasahebd

- Ambedkar and
" rightly so. Dalits
of the Doaba

region of Punjab
remained ahead in
migration and
mobility for green-
er pastures.

Father of the
author, Bishan
Dass first moved
to Singapore as a
spring board to
land in England in
1957. Raj Paul
moved to England in 1961 and
spent his young formative
years in schools and work
places as an apprentice. He
got married to one Nashatar
Kaur in 1971 who moved to
England with her parents as a
young lass but never when to
school. It gives a glimpse to
the socio-cultural life of
migrants from Punjab; even in

England the parents did not
care about the education of
their children and remained
busy n earning Pounds to send
back home and purchase prop-
erties. Anyway, it 1s yet
another aspect of life. It was a
matter of satisfaction for Raj
Paul that in accordance with
his insistence; he was permit-
ted to marry Nashatar Kaur
with Buddhist rites and cere-
monies. The author engaged
himself with Dr. Ambedkar
Memorial Committee of Great
Britain and became its
General Secretary in 1976 and
remained at the helm of the
esteemed Committee for more
than 30 years holding posi-
tions of General Secretary and
President. It is not a mean
achievement and should be
recognized as such. Raj Paul
played a pivotal role in estab-
lishing Buddha Viharas and
Babasaheb Ambedkar
Memorials both in England
and back home in Punjab and
beyond. One may easily note
from the narration that Raj
Paul consciously and diligent-
ly developed and nurtured the
community relations with our
political leadership aligned
with Babasaheb Ambedkar
like Babu Kanshi Ram and
Kumari Mayawati and Lahori
Ram Balley, Prakash
Ambedkar among others
including PM V.P. Singh. Yet
another appreciable contribu-
tion of Raj Paul is establish-
ment of Dr. Ambedkar
Buddhist Resource Center in
Hoshiarpur (Punjab) with the
active support both, monetary
and moral, of his associates;
D.R. Jassal and Diwan Singh
on the land donated by
Gurdial Sandhi and his fami-
ly. One another good attribute
which 1 have noticed is that
Raj Paul and associates moti-
vated ad involved ladies,
spearheaded by none else but
his wife Nashatar Kaur her-

self, in community matters
including raising of funds.
Raj Kumar has, I am happy to
note, he has duly recognized
and appreciated the support of
his wife in his efforts includ-
ing adoption of girl students
for their education back home
in Karatarpur. In fact the book
has been dedicated to his
wife, Nashatar Kaur and
rightly so. With this, I think
Raj Paul has succeeded in ful-
filling his ‘Ambition’ to fol-
low and carry forward the car-
avan of Dr. Ambedkar as stat-
ed in the book. Raj Paul clos-
es the book with an
‘Overview’ which tends to set
the things in right perspec-
tive.

With this, I take this opportu-
nity to wish Raj Paul all the
best in the years to come par-
ticular with regard to his sub-
stantive contribution to the
community and the society at
large. Salute to Raj Paul for
his zeal in a poetic expression
of Allma Igbal: —

Hawaida Aaj Apne Zakhm-e-
Pinhan Kar Ke Chorun Ga
Lahoo Ro Ro Ke Mehfil Ko
Gulistan Kar Ke Chorun Ga

I will surely exhibit all my
hidden wounds today

I will surely change assembly
to a garden with blood-mixed
tears
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The Inspiring Journey of Tushar Kumar

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
In a world where politics is often
dominated by older generations,
twenty-three-year-old  Tushar
Kumar has shattered expecta-
tions. By being sworn in as the
Elstree

Borehamwood Town Council in

Mayor of and
Hertfordshire, he made history as
the United Kingdom’s youngest
ever Indian-origin mayor.

His story is a powerful testament
to what can be achieved through
early dedication, a passion for
community service, and hard
work.

Tushar’s political journey began
long before his historic mayoral
appointment. Moving to the UK
from Rohtak, Haryana, at the age
of 10, he did not come from a
family with political roots.
Instead, he built his own path. At
just twenty years old, while still
a second-year undergraduate stu-
dent studying Politics at King’s
College London, Tushar decided
to run for local council. He won
his seat by a dramatic, single-
vote margin, a district that had
been held by the opposing party
for thirty years.

What makes Tushar’s achieve-
ment so impressive is how heav-
ily he invested in preparing him-
self for leadership. While man-
aging his university studies, he
the
Leadership Academy to build his

participated in Civic
public speaking skills and joined
the University Officers’ Training

Corps to learn discipline and

huﬂ.. E&L ALY

Tushar Kumar, the United Kingdom'’s youngest ever Indian-origin mayor.

management.

He also gained practical experi-
ence working as a Policy Advisor
for the UK government. This
combination of academic knowl-

edge and hands-on training

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

allowed him to serve successful-
ly as Deputy Mayor before
making history as Mayor.

Tushar

deeply connected to his commu-

As Mayor, remains
nity, actively supporting local
initiatives like the WD6 Food
Support network to help resi-
dents in need. He proves that age
1s just a number when it comes to
leadership and public service.
While he balances his new may-
oral duties with his upcoming
Master’s degree at UCL, Tushar
1s looking firmly toward the
future, openly sharing his ulti-
mate dream of one day running
for Prime Minister.

Kumar’s

Ultimately, Tushar

achievement is more than just a

headline; it is an inspiration to
young people everywhere. He
has shown that with determina-
tion, proper preparation, and a
genuine desire to help others, the
doors of leadership are open to
the next generation.

References
1.https://youtu.be/hNJZ1gMB_
4?si=ZRZldnletLabcgzs
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m/world/tushar-kumar-creates-
history-becomes-the-uks-
youngest-indian-origin-mayor-
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23-193649/?hl=en-GB
3.https://www.easterneye.biz/tus
har-kumar-youngest-indian-ori-

gin-mayor-uk/
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A missionary committed to strengthen the Ambedkarite
Buddhist movement in UK - Tribute : Ram Pal Rahi

Mr. Ram Pal Rahi

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK

The death of Mr Ram Pal Rahi, President,
Federation of Ambedkarite Buddhist
Organisation ( FABO) UK and Ambedkar
Mission Society, Bedford, UK on May 8th,
2026 has shocked his Ambedkarite
Buddhist friends and admirers both in
India, Europe and UK. He is survived by
his wife, a daughter and two sons. Bedford
is considered to be the ‘source’ of
Ambedkarite movement in the United
Kingdom and Mr Ram Pal Rahi was con-
tinuously strengthening the legacy of veter-
an Ambedkarite late Channan Chahal
whose anti caste work in UK has been well
known.

Mr Ram Pal Rahi was a self-made man
who worked extremely hard and estab-
lished himself in Bedford but his life jour-
ney was not so simple. He was born on
January 25th, 1954 at Guru Ravidass
Nager, Nawanshehar (Now Shahid Bhagat
Singh Nagar), Punjab which was the place
of his maternal uncles but his parental vil-
lage was in district Phagwara. His father
served in the Indian army which broadened
his understanding of India as he got his
education in different places, where his
father got transferred during his military
service. He was comfortable in understand-
ing and speaking Marathi, Gujrati, Hindi
and English. He graduated from Phagwara.
To study further he went to Vienna, Austria
but could not afford to remain there due to
extremely tight resources. He decided to
leave Austria and try his luck in London.

I had an opportunity to not only speak to
him several time but also stay at his house
in Bedford. He hosted me and took me in
his car and showed the city. Speaking with
him was always a great joy. He would nar-
rate his personal story and was extremely
proud of his achievements. At his home, in

-

By Vidya Bhushan Rawat

his office, one replica of the famous red
coloured public Telephone booths of
London, would always be dear to his heart.
He had immense love with it and he shared
with me the importance of it and that
showed his strength and determination. |
was curious to know as why he loved this
Public Telephone Booth replica so much
and he narrated his story with a deep
breath. He was in Vienna but unable to
carry it forward and hence decided to come
to UK and one snowy winter night of
December he landed up in London. He had
no address and no place to go. It was dead
cold and he did not have money to opt for
a hotel. Tired and exhausted, he decided to
give it a try. He was in front of a Telephone
booth, probably, trying to call to someone
and felt that probably he could stay inside
the booth comfortably. And that night, he
told me, the public telephone booth, saved
him as living outside would have been
extremely dangerous for him. His life jour-
ney in UK remained inspiring for all as
despite all hardship he continues to focus
on his work and succeeded.

|

So after reaching England in 1975 and
doing all kind of jobs he made Bedford his
home to settle. He never thought any work
was inferior and as everyone know coming
from India and that too from the most mar-
ginalised community, one does not expect
any financial help from home and hence
need to do all kind of menial jobs that
strengthen the financial condition. He
worked at the Vauxhall Motors, Luton as a
production operator. He also worked as
security guard and taxi driver in the
evenings. Later he started teaching driving
at different motor driving schools. He took
me out to take a round around Bedford in
his Mercedes and shared his success story.
He owned numerous properties in Bedford
and he was proud of it as he earned through
by dint of his hard work. He told me that no
work was smaller one and that is why at
that age when he had everything with him
and need not to do any work, he was still

taking the motor training classes and earn-
ing a handsome amount of money while
remaining completely free rest of the time.
He took me to the ‘Supermarket’ i.e. (gro-
ceries and other essential commodities
store), being run by his wife. He proudly
mentioned how his wife has been a strong
pillar and looking after everything. He
started this in 1985. He helped many other
individuals particularly those coming from
Punjab but merely earning money was not
his aim of life and since 1976, he started
associating with Ambedkarite and
Buddhist organisations in Bedford and
other parts of UK, particularly in associa-
tion with another veteran Ambedkarite
Chanan Chahal. Both of them embraced
Buddhisim along with their families in
1986. Though conversion to Buddhism has
been a regular feature in UK particularly

(continew page 23)
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among Ambedkarites yet
this event became a major
story in the British national
media. Afterwards, he
would attend various func-
tions particularly
Ambedkar Jayanti celebra-
tions as well as Buddha
Purnima celebrations.

In the 1990s Ambedkarite
movement was spreading
its wings in various parts of
the world including
Europe, America as well as
Asia. Ambedkarite
Intellectuals, activists and
political leaders had organ-
ised many such important
meetings in Malaysia,

France, Japan, Canada,
Italy etc. He travelled
extensively in India and

beyond including Portugal,
Italy, France, Belgium,
Canada, America,

Malaysia and Japan to par-
ticipate in the Ambedkar

and Buddhist related
events.
Bedford based

Ambedkarite and a friend
of Mr Ram Pal Rahi, Mr
Arun Kumar says, ‘After
the untimely demise of
Chanan Chahal in 2009,
Ram Pal pledged himself
to carry on Chanan’s lega-
cy to promote Babasaheb’s
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mission. As the President
of Punjab  Buddhist
Society, UK, Rahi was
instrumental in completing
the Takshashila Buddha
Vihara (TBV) in Ludhiana.
It was inaugurated by Mr
Ram Vilas Paswan who
was very active with
Ambedkarites world over.
I had an opportunity to
visit  the  Takshshila
Buddha Vihar and can say
that it was wonderful feel-
ing there. The gate of the
Buddha Vihar look like
that in Sanchi Stupa. That
apart, the iconic statue of
Baba Saheb Ambedkar

near the main is simply
inspiring and gives you a
feeling of being at a place
which emerged from
Ambedkarite perspective.

It was an honor to visit not
only his house in Bedford
but also the Gurudwara
that he helped built in
Phagwara known as
Takshshila Buddha Vihar.
Mr Ram Pal Rahi was
associated with many other
Ambedkarite organisation,
encouraged and promoted
people and helped the
needy through financial
support also. He was help-
ing many other charity and

welfare organisations in
Punjab and elsewhere.
Mr Ram Pal Rahi was
deeply dedicated to the
cause of Ambedkarite
Buddhist movement and
served in various capaci-
ties. At the moment, he
was serving as President
of Ambedkarite and
Buddhist  Organisation
(FABO) UK as well as
Ambedkar Mission
Society, Bedford.

I had opportunity to roam
around Bedford with him
and participate in several
panel discussions organ-
ised by the local channels

in Bedford. Thanks to our
friends Devinder Chander
ji in Birmingham and
Arun Kumar ji at Bedford,
I got the opportunity to
learn a lot from the inspir-
ing life of Shri Ram Pal
Rahi. His untimely death
is a big blow to
Ambedkarite and
Buddhist movement in
England but I sincerely
hope friends will carry his
legacy further and the
movement will not only
grow but will widen its
horizon. Our condolences
to the family of late Ram
Pal Rahi.
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Anniversary of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar in London

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK

LONDON: The Ambedkar
International Mission celebrated
the 135th Birth Anniversary of
the great Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar on Sunday, 10th May
2015, at Elmhurst Primary
School, Upton Park Road, Forest
Gate, London E7 8JY.

The
attended and supported by the
local community, with partici-

celebrations were well

pants travelling from many parts
including
Birmingham, Southall and other
parts of London. Local Member
Sir
Timms, Labour member for East

of Britain,

of Parliament Stephen
Ham and Minister of State for
Work and Pensions, also came to
support the event.

Mr Sat Pal Muman, Secretary of
the Mission, opened the celebra-
tions by welcoming guests. The
Most Venerable Dr Siri Sumana,
Patron and Chairman of the
Mission, was invited to light the
candles and incense sticks
together with honorary guest
Gaurav J. Pathania, Assistant
Professor of Sociology and
Peacebuilding at Eastern
Mennonite University, Virginia,
USA, accompanied by Professor
Dhanda,

Professor at the London School

Meena visiting

of Economics, Professor of
Philosophy and Cultural Politics
at the
Wolverhampton
Ambedkarite scholar. Professor
Dhanda plays a leading role in
anti-caste activism through her

University of
and an

writings and speeches.

Mr Muman introduced Sir
Stephen and thanked him for his
participation. Sir Stephen was
invited to address the audience.
Mr Muman recalled that Sir
Stephen had been associated
with Ambedkar Birth
Anniversary celebrations for
many years and conveyed heart-
felt support and appreciation on
behalf of the
reminded the audience that Dr
Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary
is celebrated and respected all

mission. He

over the world, across all conti-
nents. At the same time, Mr
Muman highlighted the rise of
right-wing politics and national-
ism under Nigel Farage, leader
of the Reform Party, warning
that this will damage the social
fabric of Britain. He stressed the
need to stem the politics of hate
and polarisation. Quoting Dr
Ambedkar, he warned that hero
worship is a sure road to degra-

AM BE[}I{AR IHTERN&TIOHAL MISS [{JH LON DON
. Pays Homage to
THE GREAT DR BﬁEASAHEB AMBEDKAR
On the occasion of his ‘l 35" Birth Anniversary

dation and eventual dictatorship,
as seen in the USA at present
and in a number of European
countries. Mr Muman also asked
Sir Stephen to say a few words
regarding the Pension Triple
Lock policy of the current
Labour government under Sir
Keir Starmer.

Sir Stephen Timms mentioned
that he was delighted once again
to participate, something he has
done for decades, and was glad
to see the great attendance. He
said that when we think of Dr
Ambedkar as a titanic political
leader, his political work has
reverberated down the decades.
He was a great lawyer, a very
powerful social reformer who
unleashed positive change in
India that is echoed around the
world, and a very important and
impressive economist as well.
He reflected that Dr Ambedkar,
the chief architect of the Indian
Constitution, was inspired by the
Buddha’s
enshrined

teachings and
the principles of
Liberty, Equality, and Justice in
the Preamble to the
Constitution. This formed the
basis of Dr Ambedkar’s politics.
Responding to the question on
the Pension Triple Lock, Sir
Stephen reiterated the Labour
position: it is

Indian

government’s
committed to delivering the pen-
sion Triple Lock, in line with the
highest of the three metrics:
inflation, wage growth, or 2.5%.

During the last few months, the
Mission lost three stalwarts: Mr
Prem Chand Mann, Hari Ram
Leal and Gurdial Chand Banger.
Special tributes were paid to

their memory through the pres-
entation of slides recalling their
contributions to the mission
since it was founded in 1974.
The family of Prem Chand Mann
offered Langar Sewa (food) in
his memory, together with a sub-
stantial financial donation to the
mission. The families of Mr Hari
Ram Leal and Mr Gurdial Chand
Banger also made substantial
financial donations. A minute of
silence was held to cherish their
memory.

Mr Ram Kumar Rull, a motiva-
reminded the
Mr
came to

tional speaker,
audience that his father,
Mengha Ram Rull,
Britain in the 1950s and inspired
the Indian Workers Association.
He praised Dr Ambedkar for giv-
ing inspiration for education,
quoting him: “Life should be
great rather than long.” He said
Dr Ambedkar stood for Equality,
Human Rights,
Justice, and urged the audience
to fight injustice, try to be better
people, look upon life in a posi-
tive light, and be grateful for

and Social

everything we have.

Mr Resham Mahay, president of
the Ambedkarite  Buddhist
Community, Birmingham,
reminded the audience of 20th
March 1927, when Dr Ambedkar
launched the Mahad agitation to
demand access to the public tank
to drink water. On 25th
December 1927, he burned the
Manusmriti — the book that
enslaved women and Dalits. He
also praised Dr Ambedkar for
his role in introducing labour
rights, namely the reduction of
working hours from 14 to 8§
hours, maternity benefits, trade

union rights and minimum wage
principles.

Professor Gaurav Pathania, an
Ambedkarite scholar,
poet and community organiser in
the USA, was introduced by Mr
Muman.
role as Dr Ambedkar was praised
in the film Origins, which charts
the life of Isobel Wilkerson, an
award-winning American jour-

activist,

Professor Pathania’s

nalist, author, and historian.
Professor Pathania highlighted
Ambedkarite activism in Britain
and mentioned a joint book proj-
ect with Mr Muman on the emer-
gence, development, and evolu-
tion of the Ambedkarite move-
ment in Britain. He cited Mr
Muman as his inspiration for the
book. He also highlighted a
recent article published in a rep-
utable caste journal on the
transnational journey of Mrs
Maadhuri
Ambedkarite woman. He read

Hiereker, an

out powerful poetry he com-
posed in Hindi, depicting how
modern, educated Dalits are
unwavering in their fight against
caste oppression and inequality,
which was received with great
enthusiasm and applause.

Responding to a question from
Mr Muman as to who celebrates
Dr Ambedkar’s Birthday and
why, Professor Meena Dhanda
gave a powerful message. She
said there are politicians who
want to exploit and influence the
family of Babasaheb Ambedkar.
They repeatedly enact a drama,
making promises and breaking
them. That is the annual picture
we see enacted by the political
Professor

classes in India.

Dhanda asked what our duty is:

“We should watch and analyse
the politicians’ drama and take a
step back. We have to separate
the mask from the man and
remind ourselves of what the
man behind the mask is doing.
We must not be fooled.”

Mr Gautam Chakraborty, Joint
Secretary of the Federation of
Ambedkarite and Buddhist
Organisations, deeply reflected
on the Ambedkarite stalwarts
recently passed away, especially
the recent sudden loss of Mr
Ram Pal Rahil from Bedford,
whom he had known for over
fifty years. He mentioned Neha,
a film producer from India in the
audience, who made a recent
documentary film about
untouchability in India. He said
the Dr Ambedkar caravan will
continue and fulfil his dreams.
He presented a recently pub-
lished book on Dr Ambedkar’s
famous quotations to Professor
Pathania by a retired Indian
Ambassador  from

Mandi, Ramesh Chander.

Bootan

Mr Balram Siddhu,
Samaj Party worker and long-
recalled the
memory of the mission’s stal-

Bahujan

time supporter,
warts and then quoted political
slogans of Manyavar Kanshi
Ram in response to the question
of  who celebrates Dr
Ambedkar’s Birthday and why:
“Vote hamara, Raj Tumahara,
Nahin Chalega, Nahin Chalega”
“Vote se lenge PM, CM, arak-
shan se lenge SP DM”

“Jiski jitnee Sankhya Bhari,
utani uski Bhagyadari”

“Jo Bahujan ki baat Karega, who
hi Delhi pe Raj Karega”

He said these slogans emphasise
the power of the vote. He
warned against false propaganda-
on social media and called upon
everyone to embrace Buddhism
as advised by Dr Ambedkar. He
stated that we celebrate Dr
Ambedkar’s Birthday because
he fought for equality, but politi-
cians merely celebrate it to cap-
ture votes. He also claimed that
Indian democracy is undermined
by disenfranchising voters by
the Indian Election Commission,
which, in the hands of the ruling
BJP, massively deleted voters
from the voters’ list in the recent
election in West Bengal. He
urged the audience to support
Behan Mayawati, leader of the
Bahujan Samaj Party, and to fol-
low the
Ambedkar.

mission of Dr

Tejinder Dhillon, from the Singh
Sabha Southall,
began by saying that YouTube

Gurudwara,

and social media are full of Dr
Ambedkar’s birthday celebra-
tions. He touched on the issue of
politicians who take votes on the
ticket of one party and then
deceitfully join another after
winning. He recalled Dr
Ambedkar’s life
stressed the importance of edu-

early and
cation, which Dr Ambedkar used
to emancipate the downtrodden.
He criticised (Mahatma)
Gandhi’s duplicity in upholding
caste in his Gujarati writings,
while speaking against the caste
system only when addressing the
British and Westerners during
the Indian independence move-
ment.

The audience was enthralled by
revolutionary songs sung by
Bhai Tejinder Singh and Giani
Onkar Singh, a solo tabla per-
formance by Pandit Sudarshan
Das, and a song in praise of Dr
Ambedkar presented by a ladies’
group from Shri Guru Ravidas
Gurdwara, Newham Sangat —
Mrs Sumitra Suman, Mrs
Gurbaksh and Mrs
Kaushalya Devi.

Ravi Chawla of Chawla TV
London recorded the video of
the
livestreamed it to YouTube. Mr
Subhash Jassal,
treasurer, read out the donor list
and thanked all the donors for
The
programme ended with thanks

Kaur,

entire production and

the Mission’s

their generous donations.

from Mr Muman.
(continew page 25 (photo)
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Nearly 36 Sewer and Septic Tank Deaths Across
India in Three Months March to May 2026

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Continuing Crisis of Manual

Scavenging

Nearly 36 Sewer and Septic
Tank Deaths Across India in
Three Months (March to May
2026)

Dalit Adivasi Shakti Adhikar
Manch (DASAM) organised
a press conference on 22 May
2026, from 4:00 PM to 6:00
PM, at the New Lounge,
Ground Floor, Press Club of
India, New Delhi, to address
the continuing crisis of man-
ual scavenging and the recur-
ring deaths of sanitation
workers engaged in haz-
ardous sewer and septic tank
cleaning across India.

The press conference was
attended by numerous people
from diverse backgrounds,
and members of the media
were also present.

The press conference was
organised in the backdrop of
a disturbing series of sewer
and septic tank deaths report-
ed across multiple states dur-
ing  March-May  2026.
During this three-month peri-
od alone, at least 36 sanita-
tion workers died while
cleaning sewers, septic tanks,
drains, and sewage chambers
under extremely unsafe and
illegal conditions. These
deaths were reported from
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana,

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Tamil
Nadu.

The workers who died were
mainly from Valmiki commu-
nities and other historically
marginalised communities or
migrant workers and were
largely employed through
informal contractor arrange-
ments that continue to shield
municipal bodies, private
institutions, industries, and
government agencies from
accountability. In nearly
every case, workers were
forced to enter highly toxic
confined spaces without oxy-
gen cylinders, breathing
apparatus, gas detectors, pro-
tective clothing, harnesses, or
emergency rescue systems.

Several of the deaths fol-
lowed a repeated and disturb-
ing pattern commonly seen in
sewer and septic tank fatali-
ties across India: one worker

entered a chamber and col-
lapsed due to toxic gas
inhalation or oxygen deple-
tion, and other workers sub-
sequently entered in attempts
to rescue him, only to die
themselves due to the same
unsafe conditions. This recur-
ring “rescue-chain fatality”
sequence exposes the com-
plete absence of even the
most basic confined-space
safety protocols.

Among the major incidents
reported during this period
were:

Four members of a family
died inside a septic tank in
Vaishali, Bihar;

Three workers died inside a
hospital septic tank in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh;

Sewer workers died during
rescue attempts in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh;

The death of a contractual
sanitation worker in
Seemapuri, Delhi, allegedly
after being coerced into haz-
ardous open drain cleaning;
Multiple sewer deaths in
Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, and
Tamil Nadu involving con-
tractors and municipal sanita-
tion operations;

The deaths of migrant labour-
ers occur inside industrial
drainage tanks and sewage
chambers without any protec-
tive systems.

These deaths have occurred
despite the legal prohibition
of hazardous manual scav-
enging under the Prohibition
of Employment as Manual

Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013;
repeated judgments and

directives of the Supreme
Court mandating mechanisa-
tion and compensation; and
repeated government assur-
ances regarding the elimina-
tion of manual scavenging
practices.

The Supreme Court has
repeatedly held that no per-
son should be made to enter
sewers or septic tanks with-
out adequate protective
equipment and safety proto-
cols and has directed com-
pensation of Rs 30 lakh for
sewer and septic tank deaths.
Yet, hazardous manual entry
continues routinely across the
country with little accounta-
bility.
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The union government itself
informed Parliament that 622
sanitation workers died in
sewer and septic tank clean-
ing operations between 2017
and early 2026 across 21
states and union territories.
The government further dis-
closed that:

317 sanitation workers died
during hazardous sewer and
septic tank cleaning opera-
tions between 2021 and 2025;
By April 2026, the
NAMASTE scheme had pro-
filed 89,248 sewer and septic
tank workers.

52 affected families had
reportedly not received com-
pensation despite Supreme
Court directives.

At the same time, the actual
number of deaths is likely far
higher because many fatali-
ties are routinely recorded
merely as accidental work-
place deaths rather than man-
uval scavenging deaths.
Informal and outsourced con-
tractor systems also con-
tribute significantly to the
concealment of labour viola-
tions and deaths.

The purpose of the press con-
ference was to bring urgent
public attention to the contin-
uing existence of caste-based
sanitation labour and the sys-
tematic institutional failures
that perpetuate these deaths.
The press conference exam-
ined how the persistence of
manual scavenging reflects
entrenched caste discrimina-
tion, labor exploitation,
administrative negligence,
weak enforcement of safety
standards, and the failure of
governments and  civic
authorities to implement

mechanized sanitation sys-
tems despite repeated com-
mitments.

The press conference also
highlighted the continuing
denial of justice and dignity
to sanitation workers and
their families, including fail-
ures in compensation, crimi-
nal accountability, rehabilita-
tion, alternative livelihoods,
and long-term social protec-
tion.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence, Dharmendra Bhati,
president of the Municipal
Workers Lal Jhanda Union
(CITU), said, “I have been
working closely with
DASAM for the last ten years
on the issue of manual scav-
enging. The government
claims that sanitation work
has been mechanised, but the
reality on the ground is very
different. The health of sewer
workers is most severely
affected by this work. Earlier,
around 10-13 deaths used to
occur every month, but now
15-20 deaths are being
reported. In the month of

March, toxic gases inside
sewers increase significant-
ly.”

He further stated,

“Contractualization is one of
the biggest problems in the
Delhi Jal Board.” In 1998,
there were nearly 36,000 per-
manent workers in DJB, but
now the number has reduced
to around 10,000. The gov-
ernment disowns contractual
sewer workers, who are
denied minimum wages,
safety equipment, training,
ESI cards, and regular health
check-ups. Earlier, health

screenings were conducted
every six months, but now
workers wait years. Sewer
workers are exposed to toxic
gases every day, leading to
chronic illnesses.”

He added, “If workers earned
dignified wages, they would
not risk entering sewers on
Sundays or during free time
for just Rs 400-500 a day.
Families of deceased workers
should receive compensation
within a fixed time frame, as
many families struggle even
to perform the last rites. All
sewer workers should be
given permanent jobs in DJB,
contractual workers should
be regularised, and the gov-
ernment and administration
must seriously think about
their well-being.”
Kawalpreet Kaur, a lawyer,
said, “According to
DASAM’s report, 36 sewer
worker deaths took place in
just three months, which
means an average of 12
deaths every month. This is
completely  unacceptable.
Despite the Manual
Scavenging Act, 2013, and
several court judgments,
these deaths continue.”

She further said, “In the
Balram Singh case, compen-
sation for sewer deaths was
increased to Rs 30 lakh, but
why are workers still being
forced to risk their lives for
Rs 400-500 a day? What cir-
cumstances force workers to
knowingly enter death traps?
This is a matter of grave con-
cern for both the administra-
tion and society because
workers are being pushed
into conditions resembling
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slavery.”

Criticising the contractual
labour system, she stated, “In
the contractual system, nei-
ther municipal agencies nor
contractors take responsibili-
ty for workers’ safety. In a
regularised system, at least
the state is accountable.
Workers are not even receiv-
ing minimum wages, which
courts have recognized as a
form of bonded labor. Sewer
workers  deserve living
wages, not just minimum
wages. Since sewer work is
essential for public health,
sanitation workers should be
recognised as frontline work-
ers. All contractual workers
must be regularised and pro-
vided permanent employ-
ment.”

Highlighting the health crisis
faced by sanitation workers,
she added, “Nobody is talk-
ing about the serious health
issues faced by sewer work-
ers. They are denied proper
healthcare and long-term
medical support.
Compensation of Rs 30 lakh
for death and Rs 20 lakh for
injury is still not enough.
Sanitation workers deserve
living wages and dignified
lives.”
Rajiv  Paliwal, National
President, Akhil Bhartiya
Nigam Mazdoor Adhikar
Union, said, “The 36 deaths
of sewer workers are con-
demnable, and the situation
on the ground is very miser-
able. Dalits are being treated
as slaves even after 78 years
of India’s independence. The
government should think
about the victims because
they are not alone but have
families behind them who are
forced to live lives of poverty
and helplessness after the
death of the worker.”

He further added, “At least
rehabilitation should be there
so that these families do not
suffer. We should launch a
comprehensive and nation-
wide campaign for sanitation
workers for their welfare and
better working conditions.
The administration should
fully implement policies and
statutory laws to reduce these
deaths or otherwise bring
strong mechanisation and
proper training among work-
1s.” (continew page 27)
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India in Three Months (March to May 2026)

Mohsina Akhter, National
Coordinator, DASAM, said,
“Between March and May
2026 alone, at least 36 sanita-
tion workers lost their lives
while cleaning sewers, septic
tanks, drains, manholes, and
sewage chambers under
unsafe, illegal, and inhuman
conditions. These deaths
expose the continuing reality
of caste-based sanitation
labour, institutional negli-
gence, weak enforcement of
laws, lack of mechanisation,
exploitative contractor sys-
tems, and systematic denial of
accountability.”

She further stated, “The inci-
dents reported across multiple
states reveal a recurring
nationwide pattern where
workers are forced to enter
toxic confined spaces without
protective equipment, oxygen
support, gas detectors, breath-
ing apparatus, or rescue Sys-
tems. Informal and unregulat-
ed contractor arrangements

—————

B

continue to dominate sanita-
tion work, leading to repeated
rescue-chain deaths, delayed
compensation, and denial of
responsibility. Dalit communi-
ties, particularly Valmiki and
other historically oppressed
caste groups, along with
migrant and economically vul-
nerable workers, continue to
be disproportionately pushed
into hazardous sanitation
labour.”

She added, “These deaths are
not isolated accidents but the
result of structural caste dis-
crimination, exploitative
labour systems, administrative
failure, weak implementation
of the law, and continued
dependence on dangerous san-
itation practices. Despite the
Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013, and
repeated Supreme Court direc-
tives, hazardous manual clean-
ing continues across the coun-
try.”

Highlighting the long-term
impacts of sanitation labour,
she stated, “Manual scaveng-
ing and hazardous sanitation
labour also cause severe long-
term physical, neurological,
psychological, and occupa-
tional health impacts, includ-
ing toxic gas suffocation, res-
piratory diseases, skin infec-
tions, musculoskeletal disor-
ders, neurological complica-
tions, drowning risks, trauma,
mental health impacts, sub-
stance  dependency, and
reduced life expectancy. Yet
occupational health monitor-
ing, regular medical screen-
ing, insurance coverage,
healthcare access, compensa-
tion, and rehabilitation sup-
port remain largely absent.”
The discussion focused on the
urgent need for the following:
Strict enforcement of the
Manual Scavenging Act and
labour safety laws;

Criminal accountability for
contractors, municipal offi-

SCREEN PRINTING

L PRINTING

Akalp

cials, industries, and institu-
tions responsible for haz-
ardous sanitation work;
Universal mechanisation of
sewer and septic tank clean-
ing operations;

Immediate implementation of
mandatory  confined-space
safety protocols;

Timely compensation and
rehabilitation for affected
families;

Sustainable livelihood alter-
natives for sanitation work-
ers;

Recognition of sewer and sep-
tic tank deaths as structural
caste violence rather than iso-
lated accidents;

Greater public and institution-
al awareness regarding the
illegality and inhumanity of
manual scavenging practices.
The press conference collec-
tively demanded immediate
criminal accountability, com-
plete mechanization of sanita-
tion systems, a national occu-
pational health framework for

sanitation workers, time-
bound compensation and
rehabilitation, nationwide
independent audits, transpar-
ent national databases docu-
menting sanitation worker
deaths, institutional training,
and long-term  measures
aimed at dismantling caste-
based sanitation labor sys-
tems.

The continuing deaths of san-
itation workers represent one
of the gravest and most per-
sistent forms of caste-based
structural violence in India.
These workers are not dispos-
able labourers. They are
human beings entitled to dig-
nity, equality, safety, health-
care, and constitutional pro-
tection. The deaths document-
ed between March and May
2026 demonstrate that haz-
ardous manual cleaning of
sewers and septic tanks con-
tinues despite legal prohibi-
tion, repeated court direc-
tives, and official claims of
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eradication. Without strict
accountability, complete
mechanisation, comprehen-

sive rehabilitation, occupa-
tional health protections, and
serious efforts to dismantle
caste-based sanitation labour
systems, sanitation workers
will continue to die perform-
ing hazardous work that
should never require human
entry.

Dalit Adivasi Shakti Adhikar
Manch (DASAM) stands in
solidarity with the families of
all deceased sanitation work-
ers and calls upon the union
government, state govern-
ments, municipal authorities,
the judiciary, human rights
institutions, and civil society
to ensure that no worker is
ever again forced to enter a
sewer or septic tank to earn a
livelihood at the cost of their
life.

Organised by: DASAM

For contact: 8491052270,
7065721374
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Dr. Anne Murphy, History Department, UBC-
a trusted scholar and a community connector

Asian Heritage
Month is celebrated
every year in

Canada to honor the
history and culture
of Asia. In the spirit
of celebrating this
month, Chetna
Association of
Canada is pleased to
highlight Dr. Anne
Murphy for her role

and contributions
for advancing
Punjabi language
and the anti-caste
movement in
Canada.

Dr. Anne Murphy,
History Department,
UBC- a trusted

scholar and a com-
munity connector
By Jai Birdi
(Executive Director,
Chetna Association
of Canada)

Dr. Anne Murphy,
Associate Professor
in the Department of
History at the
University of British
Columbia, is an
accomplished schol-
ar, writer, and com-
munity connector
whose work has sig-
nificantly deepened
Canada’s under-
standing of South
Asian histories, cul-
tures, and contempo-
rary social 1issues.
Her scholarship and
community partner-

ships embody the
core objectives of
Asian Heritage

Month, which cele-
brates the contribu-
tions of Asian com-
munities to Canada

while promoting
inclusion, cultural
understanding, and
equity.

Within the Punjabi
communities of
Metro Vancouver,
Murphy is affection-
ately known as
“Anne Bhanji”

Dr. Anne Murphy facilitating discussion on establishing the Dr. Ambedkar Center for Emancipation

Symposium on Emancipation, March 16, 2026, University of British Columbia, Vancouver).

(Sister Anne ji)—a
name that reflects
the trust, warmth,
and respect she has
earned through years
of meaningful
engagement. Her
work in Punjabi lan-
guage preservation,
theatre, and cultural
history has strength-
ened community
identity and ensured
that the stories of
Punjabi Canadians,
including those from
marginalized and
caste-underprivilege
d backgrounds, are
recognized as part
of the broader
Canadian narrative.
This aligns directly
with Asian Heritage
Month’s goal of cel-
ebrating the diversi-
ty and richness of
Asian cultures in
Canada.

A central focus of
Murphy’s current
work is her leader-
ship in the Caste in
Canada research ini-

tiative, a ground-
breaking project
documenting the

lived experiences of
caste-oppressed
Canadians. These
experiences are
often silenced due to
stigma, trauma, and
the enduring influ-
ence of caste hierar-
chies, which persist
socially even though
they are no longer
legally recognized
except within equity
frameworks. By
bringing these voic-
es forward,
Murphy’s research
contributes to a
more inclusive
understanding of
South Asian

Canadian life and
advances national
conversations about
human rights, equi-
ty, and social jus-
tice—key themes
emphasized during
Asian Heritage
Month.

A vital community
partner in this work
1s the Chetna

Association of
Canada, a
Vancouver-based
organization dedi-

cated to advancing
equality through
education, advocacy,
and community
empowerment.
Chetna’s longstand-
ing commitment to
addressing caste dis-
crimination and sup-
porting affected
individuals has
made it an essential
collaborator in

research.
they

Murphy’s
Together,
bridge academic
inquiry with lived
community experi-
ence, ensuring that
the project reflects
both scholarly rigor
and the realities of
those directly
impacted. This part-
nership exemplifies
the spirit of Asian
Heritage Month by
highlighting how
community organi-
zations and academ-
ic institutions can
work together to
uplift marginalized
voices and strength-
en Canada’s multi-
cultural fabric.

Through her schol-
arship, public
engagement, and
community partner-
ships, Dr. Anne
Murphy embodies

(Dr. Ambedkar

the values celebrat-
ed during Asian
Heritage Month:
recognition of cul-
tural heritage,
amplification of
underrepresented
histories, and a com-
mitment to building
a more inclusive and
equitable Canada.
Her work continues
to influence academ-
ic discourse, inform
policy discussions,
and inspire commu-
nities striving for
dignity, representa-
tion, and justice.

On the Asian
Heritage Month,
Chetna Association
of Canada expresses
its gratitude to Dr.
Murphy for her role
and contributions in
advancing research
and community
engagement.
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