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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Starmer, Carney, and Trump: What Is Straining the UK-US Bond

(Samajweekly)  Keir
Starmer is fighting for
authority at home while
Mark Carney is settling
into office with more
room to breathe. In
London, Labour MPs
are no longer whisper-
ing about a replace-
ment, they are naming
one and talking about a
deadline. In Ottawa,
Carney is holding his
line against Trump, and
that distance from
Washington is helping
him look steadier. The
contrast now  cuts
through a damaged UK-
US special relationship,
where trade and Iran
have pushed trust to a
low point.

Starmer’s problem is no
longer a rough patch. It
1s a test.
Labour’s local election
losses rattled MPs, and
the party’s poor polling
has turned every mis-
take into a threat.

At least 22 Labour MPs
have publicly called for
Starmer to quit or set an
exit date. That matters
because once doubts go
public, discipline starts

survival

to crack.

The pressure has not
stopped there. Catherine
West warned that a con-
test could be forced by
Monday if no cabinet
minister steps forward.
Meanwhile, speculation
around Wes Streeting
has filled Westminster
with talk of a possible
challenge. The dispute
is no longer about per-
sonalities alone. It is
about whether Starmer
still controls his party.

Labour’s losses gave
critics a simple line.
Voters were already
angry about
costs, higher bills, and a
sense that the govern-
ment has no clear grip.
Starmer also faces the
old poison of politics,
the feeling that power is
slipping away before it
has been used. When
that happens, every pol-
icy wobble looks larger.
A leader who once
promised order now
looks pinned down by

living

events.

The UK-US special
relationship has taken a
hard hit wunder the

STARMER, CARNEY, AND TRUMP:

WHAT IS STRAINING THE

ized political illustration.

weight of trade threats
and the war in Iran.
Trump wants loyalty.
Starmer has offered lim-
its.

Trump has threatened
the trade deal after
Starmer refused to give
him what he wanted.
That Britain
exposed.

The problem is not only
the threat itself. It is the
message behind it. The
White House can still

leaves

use access to the
American market as
pressure, and that
makes London look

weaker than it hoped
after earlier efforts to
secure a quick deal.

Keir Starmer, Mark Carney, and Donald Trump appear together in a styl-

The Iran war turned a
trade row into a trust
problem. Starmer said
Britain would not be
dragged into the war,
and he refused to com-
mit forces on Trump’s
timetable.

He did allow some mili-
tary access in defensive
terms, but that was not
enough to calm
Washington.
Once  military
strategy entered
the argument, the
split went beyond tar-
iffs. It became a fight
over who sets the terms.
Carney has more politi-
cal room because he
looks less desperate. He

UK-US BOND

also has a stronger base
after his Liberals gained
a parliamentary majori-
ty in April 2026.
Carney has pushed back
on tariffs and sovereign-
ty pressure, but he has
done it with control. He
sounds measured, not
heated.
That matters. Trump
may dislike resist-
yet  he
respects a leader
who does not
flinch. Carney’s calm

ance,

gives him leverage
without making him
look weak at home.

Canada is also reducing
its dependence on

Washington by widen-

ing its trade focus
toward Europe and
other partners. That
gives Carney more
room if talks with
Trump stall.

It 1s an economic move,
but it is also a political
shield. A leader who has

options  looks less
trapped.
Starmer’s weakness

comes from losing con-
trol at home while deal-
ing with a hostile
Trump. Carney is stead-
ier because he refuses to
chase approval from
Washington.

Both men are shaping
their countries’
chapter. Only one of
them has the political
space to keep doing it.

next

SURJIT SINGH
FLORA
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Nora Fatehi to perform at FIFA World
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Cup 2026 opening ceremony in Toronto

(Samajweekly) Nora
Fatehi will perform and
sing at the FIFA World
Cup 2026 opening cere-
mony in Toronto on June
12, 2026, at BMO Field.
The announcement has
drawn attention fast,
because it brings music,
sport, and global reach
into one stage.

For FIFA, the booking
fits a bigger plan. The
opening show is meant
to feel cultural as well as
athletic, and Fatehi gives
it a performer with reach
across South  Asia,
Canada, and the wider
world.

FIFA has confirmed that
the Toronto ceremony
will open the tournament
in Canada. The event is
set for Friday, June 12,
2026, with the perform-
ance scheduled around
1:30 PM local time at
BMO Field.

The organization says
the show will reflect
Canada from coast to
coast to coast. It is also
meant to welcome the
world to the 2026 World
Cup, which will unfold
across Canada, Mexico,
and the United States.
The timing is straightfor-
ward. Toronto’s opening
ceremony 1is slated for
June 12 at BMO Field,
and the midday start
gives the event a clear
local slot before the
global tournament shifts
into full motion.

That detail matters
because the ceremony is
not a side show. It is the
first public-facing
moment of the World
Cup in Canada.

FIFA President Gianni
Infantino  said  the
Toronto opening ceremo-
ny will be “a powerful
reflection of Canada’s
identity and the energy
surrounding the FIFA

/

i

World Cup 2026.” He
added that the event will
bring “music, culture,
and unforgettable per-
formances” together in a
celebration  that is
uniquely Canadian, yet
tied to the wider story
across Mexico and the
United States.

Fatehi’s appearance mat-
ters for more than star
power. It is her second
straight FIFA

can move easily between
markets and audiences.
Her stage presence has
long been tied to dance
and rhythm. FIFA is bet-
ting on that energy
again.

There is also a personal
angle. Fatehi left
Toronto years ago to
build her career in India,
and now she returns for
one of the world’s most
watched live events.

World Cup per- A Al That arc gives the

formance, and
that gives the
booking real
weight.

In 2022, Fatehi

per-
formed on “Light The
Sky” at the Qatar closing
ceremony. That return
route is rare at this scale,
and it suggests FIFA sees
her as a performer who

fs8a

performance extra
meaning. It is both
a homecoming and

a career marker.
Fatehi is part of a broad-
er lineup built for reach.
The World Cup musical
slate also includes names
such as Michael Bublé,
Alanis Morissette, Katy
Perry, Lisa, Tyla, Rema,

Anitta, Future, Alessia
Cara, Elyanna, Jessie
Reyez, Sanjoy,
Vegedream, and William
Prince.

That mix says a lot about
FIFA’s  entertainment
strategy. The opening
ceremony is not just
pregame spectacle; it is
part of the tournament’s
identity. The lineup
blends pop, R&B, Latin,
Caribbean, and Canadian
voices, so the show can
speak to many audiences
at once.

Fatehi’s rise has crossed
film, television, and live
performance. She made
her acting debut in Roar:
Tigers of the Sundarbans
in 2014, then gained
wider fame through
Telugu cinema, especial-
ly special appearances in

Temper, Baahubali: The
Beginning, and Kick 2.
She later appeared in
Malayalam films like
Double Barrel and
Kayamkulam Kochunni,
and in Hindi titles
including Street Dancer
3D and Bhuj: The Pride
of India. Her TV pres-
ence also grew through
Bigg Boss, Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa, and judging
roles on Dance Deewane
Juniors and  Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 10.

The 2026 World Cup
begins in Mexico City,
spreads across 104
matches in 16 host cities,
and ends at New York-
New Jersey Stadium on
July 19. Toronto’s open-
ing ceremony is one of
the first public signs of
that scale, and Fatehi’s

role gives it an added
layer of reach.

Her performance is a
career milestone, but it
also fits FIFA’s larger
plan. The opening cere-
mony is becoming a
global cultural state-
ment, and Toronto is
where that message
begins.

Surjit Singh Flora
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Shared horder communities caught in India-Nepal territorial debate

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Nepal is a friendly neighbour of India, and
people like me have always felt deep cultur-
al affinities with Nepal and the Himalayan
societies of South Asia. We share not only
borders but also histories, traditions, lan-
guages, food habits and kinship ties.

From Uttarakhand to Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal and Sikkim, the communities
living along the Indo-Nepal border have
evolved through centuries of close interac-
tion. Bihar and eastern Uttar Pradesh share
strong similarities with the Tarai or Madhesh
region of Nepal. Sikkim and northern West
Bengal are linked through Buddhist and
Gorkha traditions.

In Uttarakhand, districts such as Dharchula,
Pithoragarh and Tanakpur have longstand-
ing cultural and familial connections across
the border. Because of this special relation-
ship, people have historically moved freely
across the frontier for trade, marriages, festi-
vals and social interaction. To divide such
deeply connected communities through
political hostility would be a grave mistake.
Nepal’s Prime Minister Balendra Shah has
been vocal about the Kalapani-Lipulekh
area being Nepalese territory, but this is not
a sudden development. His predecessor, K.
P. Sharma Oli, had also taken a similar posi-
tion. The Indian government, as well as
many liberal commentators, have often
avoided categorical statements on the issue,
fearing damage to relations with Nepal, a
country with which India shares deep civili-
sational links. Strategically too, Nepal is
extremely important because it borders
China.

Yet the Kalapani-Lipulekh dispute is more a
matter of differing interpretations than an
entirely new territorial conflict, because his-
torically the region has long been associated
with Kali Kumaon and Pithoragarh.

Nepal bases its claim largely on the Treaty
of Sugauli signed between British India and
Nepal on March 4, 1816. According to
Nepal’s interpretation, the River Kali forms
the western boundary between Nepal and
India in the Uttarakhand sector. The dispute
arises from differing views regarding the
source of the Kali River. India considers the
stream emerging from Kalapani as the
river’s source, while Nepal argues that the
Kutiyangti River, which later joins the
stream at Gunji, is the actual Kali.
However, in the Indian subcontinent, the
naming of rivers has rarely depended on
their size. Mythology and cultural memory
often matter more than volume of water. At
Devprayag, the Bhagirathi and Alaknanda
rivers merge to form the Ganga. Although
the Alaknanda carries much more water, the
source of the Ganga is traditionally associat-
ed with Gaumukh, the origin of the
Bhagirathi. At Prayagraj, the Yamuna is

larger than the Ganga at the point of conflu-
ence, yet the combined river remains the
Ganga. Similarly, at Kalsi, where the
Yamuna meets the Tons River, the larger
Tons does not change the river’s name. Even
at Pachnada, where the Chambal is larger,
the combined flow continues as the Yamuna.
River nomenclature in the region has there-
fore historically been shaped more by
mythology and tradition than by hydrology.
The identification of Kalapani as the source
of the Kali River appears consistently in
British records and old gazetteers.

There is, however, a larger historical issue
that Indian historians and political leaders
rarely discuss. Indian history has too often
been reduced to binaries of Hindu versus
Muslim, whether by Left historians or by
proponents of Hindutva. As a result, vast
regions of the Himalayas remain neglected
in mainstream historical narratives. Every
Indian student knows about figures such as
Maharana Pratap, Shivaji Mabharaj,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi and
Subhas Chandra Bose, but very little is
taught about the histories of Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim or the northeast-
ern states. In Leh, one sees towering statues
of Shivaji Maharaj, yet there is little recog-
nition of Zorawar Singh, who led military
campaigns into Tibet.

Similarly, the great Katyuri rulers of
Kumaon and Garhwal are largely absent
from popular history. The Katyuris, believed
to be of Khasa origin, patronised both
Shaivism and Buddhism. Their kingdom
flourished from around the eighth or ninth
century onwards. Important regions such as
Askot and Doti formed part of this broader
political and cultural landscape. In 1790, the
Gorkhas invaded Kumaon and annexed it.
By 1804, they had also captured Garhwal
and extended their influence into Sirmaur
and Kangra in present-day Himachal
Pradesh. Initially, the British tolerated this
expansion because they hoped to cultivate

Nepal as a buffer against China and Russia.
But when the Gorkha campaigns continued
aggressively, the British intervened militari-
ly, eventually defeating Nepal and com-
pelling it to sign the Treaty of Sugauli,
which established the Kali River as the bor-
der between Nepal and British India in the
western sector.

What is rarely discussed today is that Doti
itself had historically been part of the
Kumaon cultural world before its annexa-
tion by Nepal. The Gorkha rule in
Uttarakhand is remembered in local memo-
ry as harsh and exploitative, though little has
been written about it in mainstream Indian
discourse. One reason may be that Nepal has
long been viewed as a “brotherly” Hindu
nation. Historians and governments often
avoided discussing the excesses of a Hindu
regime ruling over Hindu populations
because the narrative did not fit neatly into
ideological binaries. Brutality is more readi-
ly attributed to the “other,” while Nepal was
often romanticised because of its Hindu
identity. Many Hindutva thinkers continue
to celebrate Nepal’s past as a Hindu king-
dom, seeing it as a model India should have
followed. In the process, however, the com-
plex historical and cultural realities of the
borderlands have been ignored.

This lack of historical understanding affects
India’s diplomatic discourse as well.
Whether secular or nationalist, India’s polit-
ical elite has rarely engaged deeply with the
history of Kumaon and the broader
Himalayan region. Broadly speaking, much
of the border zone historically shared a com-
mon cultural and political space.

It is true that Lipulekh, Kalapani and adjoin-
ing regions were once connected to the Doti
kingdom. Today, Doti is an accepted part of
Nepal, and no one disputes that reality. Yet
historically, Doti and Askot were linked
through the larger Katyuri sphere of influ-

ence. Askot, whose historical significance is
often overlooked, lies barely 30 kilometres
from Joljibi on the Indian side of the Kali
River. The people across these regions share
language, customs and kinship networks.
Before Nepal’s expansionist campaigns in
the late eighteenth century, Doti had little
connection with the political core of Nepal.
Its strongest social and cultural ties were
with neighbouring Himalayan communities
in Askot, Dharchula and Kali Kumaon.

The Lipulekh Pass itself has immense his-
torical importance. For centuries, it served
as a vital trade route between the people of
Kali Kumaon and Tibet. Local communities
prospered through trans-Himalayan trade
long before the India-China war of 1962 led
to the closure of many such routes. Lipulekh
is also spiritually significant, serving as a
gateway for Hindu and Buddhist pilgrims
travelling to Kailash Mansarovar, one of the
holiest sites for both faiths.

India and Nepal should therefore address the
issue through dialogue rather than national-
ist rhetoric. There is no need to manufacture
a crisis where none need exist. The destinies
of the people living on both sides of the bor-
der are deeply intertwined. Having travelled
extensively through these regions, I have
seen firsthand how people continue to inter-
act naturally across the frontier. Apart from
national identity, there is little sense of sep-
aration. Families participate in each other’s
festivals, marriages and social functions. In
much of Uttarakhand, the border is little
more than a walking path. The relationship
between communities remains warm, coop-
erative and interdependent.

Neither India nor Nepal should allow politi-
cal posturing to damage these human ties.
Any escalation would only benefit external
powers eager to exploit regional tensions.
The Government of India should take the
initiative in engaging Nepal constructively
so that unnecessary disputes do not poison a
historically close relationship. Existing bor-
ders must be respected, but they must also
be understood in their full historical and cul-
tural context.

Vidya Bhushan
Rawat
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Immortal and invincible Martyr Sukhdev:
A Socialist Revolutionary — An Analysis

Three great socialist revolutionaries of India — Sukhdev (full name: Sukhdev Thapar — born May 15, 1907 — Ludhiana, Punjab — Martyrdom Day:
March 23, 1931 — age 23), Bhagat Singh (born September 28, 1907 — Martyrdom Day: March 23, 1931 — village Banga — now Pakistan — 23 years ),
and Rajguru (born August 24, 1908 — Martyrdom Day: March 23, 1931 — full name: Shivraj Hari Rajguru — birthplace: Khed village, Maharashtra —
Marathi, age 22) were hanged on March 23, 1931. All three martyrs were under 25 years of age. Immortal Martyr Sukhdev was a great socialist

thinker, secularist, and nationalist revolutionary. He is a glorious golden chapter of the Indian socialist revolutionary movement.

THE ASIAN
ENT UK
Early Life and Education:
Sukhdev (full name: Sukhdev
Thapar — born May 15, 1907,
Ludhiana, Punjab — martyr-
dom day: March 23, 1931)
was born on May 15, 1907, in
the Naughara locality of
Ludhiana, a famous city in
Punjab, to Mrs. Ralli Devi
and Mr. Ramlal Thapar (Arya
Samaji). According to N.N.
Vohra, former Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir and cur-
rently Chairman of the
Tribune Trust, Chandigarh,
Sukhdev was “my maternal
uncle, my mother’s cousin,
because his mother died very
early.” After his parents’
death, he was raised in
Lyallpur (now in Pakistan)
under the care of Sukhdev’s
maternal uncle and N.N.
Vohra’s maternal grandfather,
Lala Achint Ram Thapar.
Sukhdev received his early
education at Shri Sanatan
Dharma School, Lyallpur
(now in Pakistan) and for
higher studies he joined
National College, Lahore. As
a student in the school he
refused to salute the visiting
officer. It was a spirit of
resistance of the child even in
the early age.

Personal Qualities

Sukhdev was a studious, pro-
found intellectual, thinker,
unwaveringly  courageous
and patient, a freedom fight-
er, a nationalist revolution-
ary, a committed socialist
thinker and professional rev-
olutionary, an excellent
guide, a skilled organiser, an
effective organizer, a secular
patriot, a fiery orator, an
excellent debater, a supreme
self-sacrificer, and an excep-
tionally intelligent young
man. As a skilled political
strategist, he along with his

INDEPEND-

comrades, orchestrated
numerous revolutionary
activities and conspiracies,
including the Kakori
Conspiracy, the Central
Assembly Bombing

Conspiracy( April 8, 1929),
and, most notably, the Lahore

Conspiracy.

Pseudonyms: Sukhdev’s rev-
olutionary circle had many
pseudonyms—”Grameen,”
“Kisan,” “Gwar,” “Swami,”
and “Dyal.” Sukhdev never
cared about his attire and
possessed a simple personali-
ty. He is, in fact, the catalyst
and a glorious golden chapter
of the Indian socialist revolu-
tionary movement.

Sukhdev stands as a pivotal
figure in the Indian socialist
revolutionary ~ movement,
profoundly influenced by the
stark socio-economic reali-
ties of his time—inequality,
poverty, and rampant British
imperialism. Renowned for
his diligence and steadfast
courage, he emerged as an
exceptional thinker, a pas-
sionate freedom fighter, and a
dedicated socialist revolu-
tionary.

His journey was notably
shaped by Lala Achint Ram,
a courageous freedom fighter
who resisted British rule and
endured 19 years of impris-
onment for his beliefs. From
a young age, Sukhdev exhib-
ited a bold spirit of defiance,
refusing to salute a British
officer , and feeling deeply
affected by the tragic events
of the Jallianwala Bagh mas-
sacre. During his college
years, Sukhdev immersed
himself in discussions sur-
rounding global revolutions.
Inspired by Pierre-Joseph
Proudhon (Father of
Anarchism),and SohanSingh
Josh(Indian Freedom Fighter
and  Communist),Mikhail
Bakunin(Russian
Revolutionary), and
Marxism-Leninism, he
ardently aspired to establish a
“socialist republic” in India .
As a leading strategist within
the Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association
(HSRA), he dismissed the
notion of relying on terrorist
or anarchist tactics, instead
emphasising that the fight
against capitalism and impe-
rialism was crucial to their
mission. His commitment to
socialism resonated deeply

Special

with his peers, many of
whom acknowledged his
intense engagement with the
ideology, particularly along-
side the remarkable Bhagat
Singh. According to
Sukhdev’s  friend, Shiv
Verma, “After Bhagat Singh,
if any comrade read and con-
templated the most on social-
ism, it was Sukhdev.”
Skilled  Organiser: The
Naujwan Bharat Sabha and
The Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association:

The Naujwan Sabha was
founded by Bhagat Singh in
March 1926. Sukhdev was
among the leading members
of the Naujwan Sabha. His
fluent, passionate, and fiery
speeches instilled a new con-
sciousness and awareness
among the youth of the then
undivided Punjab and other
areas of northern India. As a
result, the spark of the revo-
lutionary freedom struggle
ignited in undivided Punjab.
A secret meeting was held on
September 8-9, 1928, at the
Feroz Shah Kotla grounds in
Delhi. At this meeting,
Sukhdev and Bhagat Singh
passed a resolution to change
the name of the Hindustan

Republican Association
(HRA) to the Hindustan
Socialist Republican

Association (HSRA) and add

the word “socialism” to the
name. The main objective of
the Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association was
to achieve “independence
from British imperialism”
and establish a “United
Socialist Republic of India,”
with “universal suffrage”

Dr. Ramjilal,
Social Scientist,
Former
Principal,Dyal
Singh College,
Karnal (Haryana
— India)
Email: drramji-
1al1947 @gmail.com

under the “dictatorship of the
proletariat” and the elimina-
tion of parasites from the seat
of power, where “man by

man is not exploited.”
Sukhdev was a staunch
socialist and a skilled organ-
izer. Consequently, he was
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of secretary of the
Punjab unit of this newly
formed organization.
Consequently, he played a
crucial and decisive role in
formulating and implement-
ing the policies, movement
strategies, and plans of the
Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association
(HSRA). Like Lenin,
Sukhdev believed that revo-
lution could only be brought
about by “trained profession-
al revolutionaries” armed
with revolutionary ideology
and determination.

Sukhdev: Avenging Lala
Lajpat Rai’s Death and the
Murder of John Saunders
(December 17, 1928)

On October 30, 1928, when
the Simon Commission
arrived at Lahore Railway
Station, a large crowd of
peaceful protesters, led by
Lala Lajpat Rai, shouted
“Simon Commission go
back!” in opposition to the
commission. Lahore’s
Superintendent of Police,
James A. Scott, ordered a
lathi charge to disperse the
non-violent crowd. Police
Superintendent Stock person-
ally attacked Lala Lajpat Rai,
seriously injuring him. The
Tribune (Lahore) criticized
the police’s actions in a head-
line that read, “Cowardly
Attack on Peaceful
Procession.” Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar also condemned
this brutal police assault.
Lala Lajpat Rai died on
November 17, 1928, at the
age of 63. In response to his
death, revolutionaries includ-
ing Sukhdev, Bhagat Singh,
Shivaram  Rajguru, and
Chandrashekhar Azad sought
revenge.

Although Sukhdev did not
support violence, he justified
the murder of J.P. Saunders in
a letter to his colleagues
dated October 7, 1930, stat-
ing, “Take the example of the
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Saunders murder. When Lala
was beaten with sticks, unrest
spread throughout the coun-
try. This was a good opportu-
nity to draw public attention
to our cause. The murder was
planned intentionally. We did
not plan to flee after the act;
we wanted to convey to the
people that this was a politi-
cal murder committed by rev-
olutionaries. Our actions
responded to the grievances
of the public. We aimed to
inspire revolutionary ideals,
and such ideals sound more
glorious from the mouth of
someone who has been
hanged for their cause.”
Central Assembly Bombing
Incident: April 8, 1929

In April 1929, the Central
Government introduced the
Public Safety Bill and the
Trade Union Bill in the
Central Legislative Assembly
(now the old Parliament —
Constituent Assembly).
These bills allowed the gov-
ernment to arrest individuals
without reason, which was
viewed as a conspiracy to
control nationalist agitation.
The Central Committee of the
Hindustan Socialist
Republican Association
(HSRA) devised a plan to
oppose these bills. Although
Sukhdev was not present at
the meeting where the deci-
sion was made to throw a
bomb in the Assembly, he
opposed this plan. He
believed that Bhagat Singh
would be better able to artic-
ulate the HSRA’s objectives.
His influence led the commit-
tee to select Bhagat Singh to
carry out the act.

On April 8, 1929, during the
debate on the Public Safety
Bill at 12:30 PM, Bhagat
Singh and his companion
B.K. Dutt detonated two low-
intensity bombs and threw
pamphlets in the Central
Legislative Assembly. They
chanted slogans such as
“Inquilab Zindabad,” “Down
with British Imperialism,”
and “Workers of the World
Unite.” It is believed that
(continew page 27)
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The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor of

Leicester Counc

THE ASIAN
PENDENT UK
Leicester- Kulwinder
Singh Johal was born in
Punjab — land of five
rivers who has dedicated
his life to public service,
community leadership
and widening access to
grassroots sports across
the city of Leicester.

He completed his school-
ing and higher education
in Leicester and began
his career at Russell
Castings Ltd, a long-
established Leicester
foundry producing duc-
tile iron castings.
Kulwinder Singh worked
there for 25 years until
the foundry closed in
2016, an experience that
shaped his resilience and
long-standing commit-
ment to trade union val-
ues.

Guided by Sikh religion
and the principle of seva
{selfless service}, he has
volunteered for decades.
As General Secretary of
Guru Nanak Gurdwara,
he helped host Her
Majesty The Queen
Elizabeth 2 during her
Golden Jubilee
Celebrations to  the
Gurdwara in 2002.

He is very passionate and
has played a leading role

INDE-

in developing GNG foot-
ball Club as one of the
city’s largest and most
inclusive community

Special

r Kulwinder Singh Johal

sports organisations.

Kulwinder Singh was
first elected as a Labour
Councillor for

Braunstone Park and
Rowley Fields in 2015
and has served the ward
since that time.

r

As Lord Mayor, he will
champion the work of the
Midland Langar Seva
Society who are dedicat-
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ed to addressing food
insecurity and homeless-
ness, and Leicester
Hospitals Charity, work-
ing with the teams who
support early diagnosis of
diabetes and kidney care.
He is committed to serv-
ing every resident of
Leicester with open-
ness, respect and humil-
ity.

As the city’s First
Citizen, he will be sup-
ported by his wife,
Manjit Kaur, serving as
Lady Mayoress, and
their daughter
Gursimran Kaur acting
as Consort. They also
have a son Ashvir
Singh. Lady Mayoress
Manjit Kaur Johal will
support the Lord Mayor
in representing the city
at civic engagements
and community events.
Lord Mayor’s Consort
Gursimran Kaur Hayer
is a media graduate
from De  Montfort
University is a keen
football supporter and a
former player within the
Leicester City Centre of
Excellence.

The new Lord Mayor of
Leicester  Kulwinder
Singh Johal hails from
Village Taing, near
Phillaur, Punjab, India.

Immortal and invincible Martyr Sukhdev: A
Socialist Revolutionary — An Analysis

Sukhdev acted as a catalyst for
Bhagat Singh during this inci-
dent.

Lahore Conspiracy Case:
Crown (Complainant) vs.
Sukhdev and Others:

Sukhdev emerged as the mas-
termind behind the Lahore
Conspiracy Case, which is
why the case was titled
“Crown (Complainant) vs.
Sukhdev and Others.” In April
1929, Senior Superintendent
of Police Hamilton Hardy filed
a First Information Report
(FIR) against 27 accused indi-

viduals in the special court of
Magistrate  R.S.  Pandit.
Sukhdev was listed first in the
FIR, with Bhagat Singh at
twelfth and Rajguru at twenti-
eth. Kuldip Nayar, in his book
“Without Fear: The Life and
Trial of Bhagat Singh,”
recounts that when the execu-
tioner asked who would go
first, Sukhdev replied, “I will
go first.” The executioner
pulled the noose three times,
one after the other, and the
bodies of all three men hung
from the gallows for an

extended period.

On October 7, 1930, the tribu-
nal set the execution date for
the three revolutionaries—
Sukhdev, Bhagat Singh, and
Rajguru—for March 24, 1931.
However, due to public out-
rage, their executions were
advanced by 11 hours and
were carried out on March 23,
1931, at 7:30 PM after break-
ing through the rear wall of
Lahore jail.

The bodies of Sukhdev,
Bhagat Singh, and Shivraj
Hari Rajguru were taken out

of the jail, and that same
night, they were transported
to the banks of the Sutlej
River at the Hussainiwala
border near Ferozepur. A
mass pyre was constructed,
and kerosene oil was poured
over them before they were
cremated. Their partially
burned remains were dis-
carded into the Sutlej River.
However, before dawn,
local villagers retrieved the
bodies from the river and
performed the last rites.

On March 25, 1931, The

Tribune (Lahore) reported
the incident on its front
page with the headline
“Bhagat, Rajguru, and
Sukhdev Executed.” This
caused public outrage to
reach a boiling point, result-
ing in massive protests in
Mumbai, Madras, Bengal,
Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh.
This was the first time since
1857 that such a fierce con-
frontation between the pub-
lic and the authorities
occurred.. As a result, 141
Indians were martyred, 586

were injured, and 341 were
arrested in this struggle. In
short, their martyrdom cre-
ated a new revolutionary
fervour and wave among the
people. I pay my Tribute to
the Invincible Martyrs of
India on supreme sacrifice
day in Indian revolutionary
history.

(Note: Dr. Ramjilal is the
author of Political India
1935-42: Anatomy of Indian
Politics (Ajanta
Publications, Delhi, 1986).)
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi Joins Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, Founder of The

Art of Living, in a Global Celebration of Peace, Well-Being anc

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
BENGALURU, India,
May 10 — In a his-
toric convergence of
visionary leadership
and spiritual wisdom,
Hon’able Indian
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi joined
Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar at The Art of
Living International
Centre to mark the
45th anniversary of
The Art of Living and
the 70th birthday of
its founder. The land-
mark celebration
brought together one
of the world’s most
diverse gatherings of
global citizens, unit-
ed by a shared vision
of peace, holistic
well-being, and self-
less humanitarian

service.

The month-long
international gather-
ing at The Art of
Living International
Centre has drawn
participants from 182
countries. The cele-
brations convened a
remarkable cross-sec-
tion of global society
global leaders,
delegates, diplomats,
policymakers, educa-
tors, entrepreneurs,
civil servants and
civil society leaders
— alongside farmers
and prison inmates
rehabilitated through
The Art of Living’s
transformative pro-
gram. This conflu-
ence of leaders and
grassroots beneficiar-
1es, seated shoulder
to shoulder, reflected
the movement’s
defining belief that
wisdom and service
transcend every
boundary of nation,
status and circum-
stance. Lord Uday

Nagaraju, who
attended the celebra-
tions, said: “I have

immense admiration
for the transformative
work The Art of
Living has undertak-
en over the decades.
The ashram
reflects
spirit of peace and
service to humanity.”
Prime Minister Modi

inaugurated the grand |

Dhyan Mandir, a new
international centre
for meditation, peace
and healing, envi-
sioned as a perma-
nent space for collec-
tive well-being at a
time when rising
stress, social discon-
nection and mental
health challenges are
drawing increasing
global attention.

Referring to  the
newly  inaugurated
meditation space,
Prime Minister Modi
said,“Dhyan Mandir
will become a centre
of peace and solace
for thousands of peo-

ple in the coming
generations.”

Alongside the inau-
guration, Prime
Minister Modi

launched nine nation-
wide service initia-
tives led by The Art
of Living for the year
ahead: Rural smart

village centres for
integrated village
development; the

next phase of Mission
Green Earth, a major
expansion of the
organisation’s
afforestation work; a
Tribal Welfare
Mission focused on
healthcare, education
and livelihoods;
Rural Digital
Literacy and Child
Development pro-
gram; free education
for underserved com-

itself |
a powerful
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Spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar praises PM Modi's Swachh

Bharat Abhiyan at Art of Living anniversary celebrations

munities; Youth
Empowerment for
Self and Society;
W o m e n ’ s
Empowerment  and
Entrepreneurship; an
expansion of prison

reform program to
benefit 60,000
inmates; and nine
telemedicine centres
extending quality
healthcare into
remote areas.

Speaking at  the

event, Prime Minister
Modi linked spiritual
well-being and com-

munity-led institu-
tions to  broader
social development.

“The realisation of a
developed future will
be possible through
youth who are men-
tally calm, socially
responsible and sen-
sitive toward society.
Spiritual well-being,
mental health, yoga
and meditation have a
very important role in

this journey.
Organisations The
Art of Living
strengthen the feeling
of connection,
belonging and collec-
tive responsibility
among people,” he
said.

He also underscored
the importance of
societal participation
in addressing com-
plex challenges.
“Society 1s more
powerful than poli-
tics and governments.
No system can suc-
ceed unless people
actively participate in
shaping the future,”
he said, adding, “It is
a great pleasure to
see that The Art of
Living organisation
always supports the
power of society.”

Highlighting India’s
rapid growth and the
role of youth, Prime
Minister Modi
remarked, “Our digi-
tal revolution has
made India a global
leader in digital pay-
ment. India  has
become the third-
largest ecosystem in
the world in terms of
start-ups. Our youth
are now sending their
satellites into space.
The biggest reason
for such achieve-
ments in the country
is our youth and The
Art of Living. The
Art of Living is help-
ing the youth to over-
come the challenges

of the modern era.”
Welcoming Prime
Minister Modi,

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar, founder of
The Art of Living,
spoke warmly about
the transformation
India has witnessed
in recent years and
the spirit of confi-

dence that has
emerged across the
nation. “You have

taken steps towards
bringing peace in the
country and abroad.
Today, Mother India
and the people of
India walk with pride
because you have
taken India to a new
level,” Gurudev said.
Addressing the gath-
ering, Gurudev Sri
Sri  Ravi Shankar
reflected on the glob-
al spread of medita-
tion and its relevance
in an increasingly
fragmented  world.
“Go to the northern-
most point of the
world — to Tromsg in
the Arctic — people
are meditating there,
singing devotional
songs. At the south-
ernmost point of the
earth too. This is
India’s heritage and

45 Years of Service

today it is universally
accepted,” he said.

A key component of
the ongoing program
is a global policy
roundtable on prison
reform scheduled for
May 25-26, bringing
together policymak-
ers and experts to
examine approaches
to rehabilitation and
mental health in cor-

rectional systems.
The gathering also
underscored the

growing intersection
between inner well-
being and public pol-
icy, with discussions

spanning mental
health, social cohe-
sion, sustainable

development and jus-
tice reform. As gov-
ernments and institu-
tions globally grapple
with stress, conflict
and societal fragmen-
tation, platforms such
as these are increas-
ingly being viewed as
complementary
spaces for dialogue,
prevention-led
approaches and com-
munity-driven solu-
tions anchored in
human values and
collective responsi-
bility.

Across four and a
half decades, The Art
of Living has grown
into one of the largest
volunteer-driven
humanitarian move-
ments, touched the
lives of over one bil-
lion people in 182
countries through
breath, meditation,
education and grass-
roots service. Today’s
gathering was an
affirmation of the
simple yet powerful
idea that a calmer
mind, a kinder socie-
ty and a healthier
planet are possible.
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BUDDHISTS AND THE CASTE CONUNDRUM: WHAT INDIA’S 2027
CENSUS MEANS FOR SCHEDULED CASTE CONVERTS

BUDDHISTS AND THE CASTE CONUNDRUM: WHAT INDIA'S 2027 CENSUS MEANS FOR SCHEDULED CASTE CONVERTS
As the nation prepares for its first full caste count in nearly a century, Neo-Buddhists face a critical choice — and a doctrinal dilemma

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

As India gears up for
the 2027 national cen-
sus — the first since
1931 to comprehensive-
ly enumerate castes —
a complex and little-
understood question has
emerged at the intersec-
tion of religion, social
justice, and Buddhist
doctrine. What happens
to the affirmative action
rights of those who
convert to Buddhism?
And should caste be
recorded as a sub-cate-
gory under Buddhism at
all?

At present, under the
Indian Constitution
(Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950, as amend-
ed in 1990, any person
who is a member of a
Scheduled Caste and
converts to Buddhism
— often referred to as
Neo-Buddhists — is
entitled to the same SC
benefits as Hindus and
Sikhs.

Only those professing
Hinduism, Sikhism, or
Buddhism are eligible
to be recognised as
members of a
Scheduled Caste, as
reaffirmed by the
Supreme Court in 2026.
This means that conver-
sion from Buddhism,
Hinduism, or Sikhism
to any other religion —
such as Christianity or
Islam — results in the
loss of Scheduled Caste
status, a principle high-
lighted by the Supreme
Court’s rulings in 2026.
The 1990 amendment to
the 1950 Order was a
watershed moment.
Parliament specifically

included Scheduled
Caste converts to
Buddhism, ensuring

they would retain their

social and economic
protections even after
changing their religious
affiliation.

It is crucial to under-
stand that the
Scheduled Caste status
qualifies an individual
for SC benefits.
Traditional Buddhists
— whose families may

have followed
Buddhism for genera-
tions — can claim a

range of benefits, but
not on the scale or
range
Buddhist converts with
a Scheduled Caste

background. Different | |
laws apply to tradition- |

al Buddhists.
Furthermore, members
of the Buddhist com-
munity who are not
covered under the SC
list may still be includ-
ed in the Central List of
Other Backward
Classes (OBC) if they
meet the backwardness
criteria.

To claim the benefits of
affirmative action
available to the
Scheduled Caste, a new
Buddhist (Neo-
Buddhist) must present
an official Scheduled
Caste Certificate
specifically designated
in some states as a
Scheduled Caste
Converted to Buddhism
certificate along
with proof of original
caste status from the
paternal side. The indi-
vidual must demon-
strate that their family
belonged to an eligible
Scheduled Caste as
defined in the Indian
Constitution.

To obtain this certifi-

cate from the local
competent authority,
such as a District
Magistrate, the new

available to |

Special

Sat Pal Muman

convert must present:

* Proof of original caste
status on the paternal
side

* A Conversion certifi-
cate issued by the
Buddhist organisation
or a monk who con-
ducted the Deeksha
(conversion ceremony)
* An official Gazette
Notification proving a
legal name or religion
change

* A signed affidavit
declaring the formal
adoption of Buddhism

Documentary proof
remains essential to
establish that a person
qualifies for welfare
schemes based on their
Scheduled Caste status.
A significant public dis-
cussion is now under-
way. One side argues
that those who profess
the Buddhist religion
should not enter caste
as a sub-category under
Buddhism, as caste is
not sanctioned by
Buddhist teachings.

They maintain that
Buddhism doctrinally
rejects the caste system,
and to enumerate caste
within the Buddhist
fold would be a philo-
sophical contradiction.
The counterargument
suggests that the non-
disclosure of caste dur-
ing the forthcoming
caste census will result
in the loss of affirma-
tive action schemes for
Neo-Buddhist converts.
It must be pointed out
that the criteria for eli-
gibility for affirmative
action are linked only
to the Scheduled Caste
status and have no bear-
ing on whether a person
chooses to specify caste
as a sub-category under
their selection of the
Buddhist religion on
the census form. The
two are unconnected.
Any Scheduled caste
currently eligible for
affirmative action
whose members convert
to Buddhism will con-

tinue to benefit from
affirmative action. In
the census, recording
yourself as a Buddhist
does not result in a loss
of affirmative action,
which is determined by
the possession of a
Scheduled Caste status
not by census
entries.

In the census, one can
record oneself as
Buddhist without men-
tioning any caste. No
loss of benefits will
occur. If you claim to
be a Buddhist and
access various welfare
schemes, you can still
do so by showing your
caste certificate or cer-
tificate of conversion
— documents that sug-
gest a background as
belonging to the
Scheduled Caste, irre-
spective of your reli-
gion. If you say you are
a Buddhist alone
with no further docu-
mentation of caste
background in the cen-
sus — you will not be a
beneficiary of affirma-
tive action as applicable
to  the Scheduled
Castes. The system
requires that a link be
established somewhere.
The last national census
was conducted in 1931,
when Scheduled Castes
(and Scheduled Tribes)
were enumerated for
the first time. This was
specifically intended to
facilitate the develop-
ment of the so-called
Untouchables, later
known as the Scheduled
Castes, when the
Government of India
Act 1935 was enacted.

The question facing
Neo-Buddhists is there-
fore not merely admin-
istrative but deeply
philosophical: how to
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secure material justice
without compromising
spiritual principle?

The Census provides
the government with
demographic data for
budget planning and
allocation. A caste-
based census will sup-
port budget planning
and help identify com-
munities that require
special attention. If
Buddhists record them-
selves only as
Buddhists, they will not
feature in the caste
equation for budget
planning for the devel-
opment of Scheduled
Castes, whether pre- or
post-conversion.
However, existing neo-
Buddhists and new
Buddhists with
Scheduled Caste Status
will continue to be eli-
gible for affirmative
action. Recording caste
under the Buddhist reli-
gious category in the
census brings no mate-
rial value. Recording
Buddhist alone, without
caste, opens other
developmental opportu-
nities, as under Indian
law, they receive bene-
fits primarily through
their status as a nation-
ally recognised reli-
gious minority, within
general socio-economic
categories.

Now, for 2027, a profound
choice awaits. If you
choose caste as a sub-cate-
gory of Buddhism, you
will, for the first time,
embed castes into the
Buddhist religion legally
and indefinitely. Once the
census data is analysed, it
will show, for the first
time in Indian history, that
castes are enumerated
under Buddhism — a reli-
gion that doctrinally
rejects the caste system.
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