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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

o —

SPECIALITY:

ug gare ¥ Gug Afes PLUMBING : - || ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
I El"%?? mﬁj,r_armﬂ ]%_?r EepairsiReplacemeant Fepairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
o 3 fls( p ¢ of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastering, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
HeHT J 3?-!"‘:!2:\ ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
T9e i dl mﬂ UE’Bfr us {sink, taps, ubs, Fans, Cameras, Slabs I:.:.fingl. Doors repairing/
Adt a?,f s Eﬁ%? showers, Toilets e, Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
gmie Il AU RS J | Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
85" =fmr & @ Mount at Selves making etc
fHez 3 ydtA ni3 eg TV on walls, etc. '
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For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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The Samaj Weekly and people associated with it are not responsible for any claims made by the advisers and don’t endorse any product or service advertising Samaj Weekly. Please consult your lawyer
before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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AM BEDKAR INTERNATIONAL MISSION LON DON
- Pays Homage to
THE GREAT DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
On the occasion of his 135" Birth Anniversary

(9 Sunday, 10th May, 2026 () From 2 pm (sharp) until 6 pm
9 At Elmhurst School, Upton Park Road, London, E7 8JY

Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State (Department for Work and Penslnns}
will be in attendance from 3 pm

The Indian Hign Commission, the Mayor of Newham, and local dlgnltaﬂes

are invited

HONORARY GUEST

Gaurav J. Pathania is Assistant Professor of Sociology &
Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University, Virginia.
He is an Ambedkar’ite scholar, activist, poet and

a community organiser in the USA.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE

Special tributes will be paid to Mr. Prem Chand Mann, Mr. Hari Ram Leal and
Mr. Gurdial Chand Banger, who all passed away recently. A great loss to the Mission.

All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives
¢
Cultural Entertainment
Bhai Tejinder Singh Lallianwale and Giani Onkar Singh
Speeches and Poetry

Lunch (Langar) will be strictly served between 12 noon - 1:30 pm only

Mr. Prem Chand Mann's family will provide Langar in honour, respect
and in memory of Mr. Prem Chand Mann.
LI"I.-H_.

@. Transport and Parking ' Fatva

» Nearest Underground: Upton Park, District, ' YarY,
Hammersmith and City lines. C , L
» The venue is 10 minutes’ walk from Upton Park © Contact:

Underground Station -
» Free parking at Elmhurst Primary School gO1: NI TOE-00D920
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Reform UK Surge Reshapes British Politics as
Labour and Conservatives Suffer Heavy Losses
Indian Workers Association Warns British Public to Remain Vigilant Against Divisive Politics and Growing Extremism

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Britain’s political
landscape has been
dramatically shaken
following the 2026
local elections in
England and parlia-
mentary elections in
Scotland and Wales,
with  Reform UK
emerging as  the
biggest winner and
both Labour and the
Conservatives suffer-

ing major setbacks.

The elections, widely
seen as a major politi-
cal test for Prime
Minister Sir Keir
Starmer’s Labour gov-
ernment, reflected
growing public frus-
tration over the rising
cost of living, pressure
on the NHS, housing
shortages, low wages,
and  dissatisfaction
with mainstream poli-
tics.

With results declared
in 131 out of 136
English councils,
Reform UK secured
1,448 councillor seats
and took control of 14
councils — a historic
breakthrough for
Nigel Farage’s party,
which held only two

comparable council
seats in 2022.
Labour suffered

severe losses, losing
1,430 councillors and
falling to 1,023 seats.
The Conservatives
also endured another
damaging night, with
the party losing 561
councillors and finish-
ing on 788 seats, as

many traditional
Conservative voters
shifted towards
Reform UK.

Meanwhile, the
Liberal Democrats and
Green Party both
strengthened their

nd
=

positions. The Liberal
Democrats gained 154
councillors to reach
842 seats, while the
Green Party achieved
one of its strongest
performances  ever,
gaining 393 council-
lors and rising to 539
seats.

In Scotland, the
Scottish National
Party (SNP) remained
the largest party with
58 seats, although
short of an overall
majority. In Wales,
Labour suffered a his-
toric collapse after 27
years in power, falling
to just nine seats,
while Plaid Cymru
emerged as the largest
party and Reform UK
secured 34 seats.

Political analysts say
the results reveal
growing public dissat-
isfaction with
Britain’s  traditional
political system and
increasing support for
alternative political

—_—

v' as Reform
ur admits

Lo

movements.
The Indian Workers

Association
Britain) expressed
concern over the
growing influence of
divisive  right-wing
politics and warned
against attempts to
blame immigrants and
minority communities
for Britain’s economic
and social problems.
Sital  Singh  Gill,
General Secretary of
the Indian Workers
Association (GB),
said:

“These election results
show that many ordi-
nary people across
Britain are deeply
frustrated with the ris-
ing cost of living,
pressure on public
services, housing
shortages, and grow-
ing economic insecuri-
ty. Both Labour and
the Conservatives
have failed to properly
address many of the
real concerns facing
working people.”

(Great

e S

He added:

“We are very con-
cerned about the
growing influence of
divisive  right-wing
politics that attempt to
blame immigrants and
minority communities
for Britain’s wider
economic and social
problems. Immigrants
have made enormous
contributions to this
country economically,
culturally, and socially
for generations.”

Mr Gill said many of
the same political
forces now promoting
anti-immigration rhet-
oric had also misled
the public during the
Brexit campaign.

“Brexit has caused
serious long-term
damage to the British
economy. Ordinary
working people are
paying the price

through rising living
costs, inflation, weak-
er public services, and
declining economic
security,” he said.

oy

“Economic  studies
now suggest that
Brexit is costing the
British economy
between £65 billion
and £90 billion every
year, while many ordi-
nary people are thou-
sands of pounds worse
off annually because
of weaker economic
growth and reduced
investment.”

He warned that
increasingly hostile
immigration policies
could damage
Britain’s future eco-
nomically and social-
ly.

“If Britain becomes
seen as unwelcoming
towards migrants,
workers, and interna-
tional students, the
country risks harming
its own economy and
weakening the values
of fairness, diversity,
and democracy that
have always been
Britain’s strength.”

Mr Gill also called for

unity and social
cohesion instead of
division.

“We reject politics
based on hatred,
racism, fear, and
division. We want to
replace it with some-
thing hopeful, fair,
and built together for
the betterment of the

whole society.
Working people of
every  background

face many common
struggles, and these
problems can only be
solved through unity,
social justice, and
investment in com-
munities.”

Political observers
believe the 2026
elections may repre-
sent a turning point
in modern British
politics and an early
indication of the
major political bat-
tles likely to shape
the next UK General
Election expected in
2029.
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WHEN PM BECOMES PUJARI, SECULARISM BECOMES PANDAL

(Asian independent) This is
reference to article by PM and
Chairman of Shree Somnath
PM Modi,

Chairman of Shree Somnath

Trust °. as

Trust, says ‘Somnath’s saga of

faith
announces special puja for the
A thou-
sand days. That’s 2 years 9

and resilience’ and

next thousand days.

Capt Amar Jeet
Kumar (Retd)

months. Conveniently, that
the difficult

elections.

covers next
Assembly

Coincidence? Prime Minister
of Secular Nation, Chairman
of Mandir How?

Article 27 says State shall not

Trust.

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK

Mr. Ram Pal Rahi of
Bedford United
Kingdom passed away
on Fri, 08-May-2026.

He was born on 25-
Jan-1954 in Panjab
India to  Subedar
Major of Indian Army.
He is survived by his
wife Romila, daughter
Renu, sons Randeep
and Rahul.

He knew multiple lan-
guages like English,
Hindi, Panjabi,
Gujrati, Marathi.

Rahi ji held various
positions in social and
cultural organisations.

* President of the
Federation of
Ambedkarite and
B uddh i s t
Organisations UK
(FABO-UK), since
2023

* Also, President of

the Punjab Buddhist
Society UK and the Dr
Ambedkar Mission
Society, Bedford.

* Ram Pal Rahi was a
respected community
leader whose lifelong
work has uplifted oth-
ers through activism,
entrepreneurship, and
education. Born in
Guru Ravidas Nagar,
Nawanshahr, Punjab,
into a family with a
strong sense of duty,

compel taxes for any religion.
Article 25 gives every citizen
of

Constitution says government

freedom religion.
has no religion. So how can
the Prime Minister head of a
secular government head a
If PM

can be Somnath chairman,

Hindu temple trust?

why not Ajmer Dargah sajja-
da? Why not Golden Temple
trustee? Why not Vatican liai-
son? You can’t be PM of 140
crore and pujari of one. That’s
not pluralism. That’s pandal
politics. Faith Is Fine. Faith
As Electoral Calendar Is Not:
Somnath’s saga is real.
Mahmud Ghazni broke it.
Sardar Patel rebuilt it. Faith

survived. Resilience survived.

Special

But making PM the chairman

and announcing ‘thousand
days puja’ is not about faith.

It’s about timing. Next 1000

days = next Assembly elec-
tions in MP, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,

Maharashtra, Bihar.
You don’t need to be psephol-

ogist to see the link. You just need
a calendar. When faith is used as
countdown timer for votes, it stops
being faith. It becomes vote bank
puja. Secular Govt Has No
Religion. PM Must Act Like That:
If Govt has no religion, its head
cannot have official religion. You

cannot take oath on Constitution

in morning and take blessings on
temple trust letterhead in evening
and claim both are same. One is
duty. Other is belief. Mix them and
you don’t get ‘Ram Rajya’. You
get Raj of Raj. Real Somnath
Lesson Resilience, Not Ritual:
Somnath teaches us: even after 17
attacks, faith rose again. Not
because king was priest. But
because people rebuilt. Today we
don’t need PM to organise puja for
1000 days. We need PM to organ-
ize jobs for 1000 days. To organize
MSP for 1000 days. To organise
Agniveer pension for 1000 days.
Temple will stand. People need to
stand too. If You Want to
BeChairman, Resign As PM: Be
devotee. Be trustee. Be Hindu. No

issue. But don’t be PM while

Obituary: Mr. Ram Pal Rahi

his father  served
Indian Army at the
rank of Subedar
Major.

* Mr Rahi’s journey
reflects a deep com-
mitment to equality,

social justice, and
service. These values
continue to inspire

those around him.

* He pursued his edu-
cation in Pune,
Maharashtra where he
also learnt Marathi
and Gujarati. He later
graduated from Guru
Nanak Dev University
in Amritsar with a
degree in English,
History, and Political
Science. During his
University years, he
was actively involved
with the National
Cadet Corps (NCCO),
receiving formal train-
ing.

* From 1976 to 1989,
he worked as a pro-

duction operator at
Vauxhall Motors in
Luton. During this

time, he trained as a
driving instructor and
later founded the Paul
School of Motoring.
Since 1985, his family
has also been manag-

Mr. Ram

ing the Londis
Convenience Store in
Kempton.

* A highly enterprising
individual, Mr. Rahi
ventured into the prop-
erty market and suc-
cessfully built a sub-
stantial property port-
folio, including a
hotel.

* He had the honour of

Pal Rahi
working closely with
the late Chanan

Chahal, the founding
president of FABO-
UK. Together, they
travelled extensively
to promote the
Ambedkarite cause,
visiting countries
including  Portugal,
France, Belgium,
Canada (Simon Fraser

University,
Vancouver), the
United States
(Columbia
University),
Colombia, Japan
(Koshiyama
University), Paris, and
Kuala Lumpur.

* Mr. Rahi has served
as a trustee of the
Guru Ravidas Mission
Hospital in Phagwara,
Punjab and personally
funded surgeries for
underprivileged
patients. He is also a
member of the
Prabuddha Bharat
Foundation in Punjab.
A passionate supporter
of education, he has
consistently  helped
poor students by fund-
ing school uniforms,
books, and tuition
fees. He has even
sponsored several stu-
dents to pursue higher
education abroad.
Additionally, he has
contributed financially
to the publication of
numerous books.

e His dedication, lead-
ership, and invaluable
contribution to the
Indian diaspora, and
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doing it. Because when you speak
from Red Fort, 140 crores listen.
Muslim hears ‘puja for 1000 days.

3

Christian hears ‘our festival
next?’. Atheist hears ‘Constitution
was for optics. Sardar Patel
rebuilt Somnath. He didn’t make
himself chairman. That’s the dif-
ference between statesman and
campaigner. Somnath’s saga is
faith. Your calendar is politics.
PM of secular nation cannot be
chairman of one temple. Next
1000 days should be puja for
Constitution, not for campaign.

If you love Somnath, let Somnath
be Somnath. Don’t make it
polling booth.

Capt Amar Jeet Kumar (Retd)
Environmentalist Psychotherapist

Kharar (Punjab)

particularly to the
Ambedkarite Buddhist
community globally,
will always be remem-
bered with deep
respect and gratitude.

* FABO-UK and AMS
Bedford stand firmly
with the bereaved fam-
ily during this moment
of immense sorrow
and extend their heart-
felt condolences and
prayers.

We request everyone
to respect the family’s
privacy at this diffi-
cult time. Please
refrain from phone
calls and home visits
until further arrange-
ments are announced.

FABO-UK and AMS
Bedford, extend its
sincere condolences to
Late Ram Pal Rahi’s
family, friends, and
colleagues. His legacy
of compassion, dia-
logue, and commit-
ment to justice will
continue to inspire the
future generations.

By the Federation of
Ambedkarite &
B uddhis't
Organisations UK,

and

Ambedkar Mission
Society, Bedford
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EAST MIDLANDS VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS COMBINING TO
EXHIBIT THE SIKH EMPIRE IN KIBWORTH LEICESTERSHIRE

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK

The East

Midlands based voluntary

DEV3K

Appreciation Society from

Leicester-
organisations

Derbyshire
Listeners

and Punjabi
Club
are

from
Leicester organising
Vaisakhi Celebrations on
Saturday 23rd May from
12.30 to 3.30 pm at
Kibworth Village Hall, 15
Kibworth
Beauchamp, Leicestershire
LE8 OLN which will include
The Sikh Empire Exhibition,
Sikh Martial Arts Display,
Children Colouring
Competition, Have A Go
Turban Tying, performances
by authors, poets and singers

Station Street,

as well as singing and
dances by local based Gidha
Punjabanna Da.

Those invited to the celebra-
Lord
Lieutenant of Leicestershire
Mr. Mike Kapur OBE -
King Charles’ representative

tions include

for Leicester and
Leicestershire, 1st Citizen of
Leicestershire — Chairman
of Leicestershire County
Councillor Paul

1st Citizen of
Leicester — The Right
Worshipful the Lord Mayor
of Leicester, 1st Citizen of

District

Council
Harrisonl,

Harborough

m Dev3k Appreciation Society

Special

| Chairman : A.S. Tari Bidipuria

r

Foat. 11 May, 2026
12:30pen - 1:30pm

Leader of Oadby
Wigston

Council,

and Council
Councillor Samia Haq as
well as the Presidents of

Gurdwara.

Leicester

Prof (Dr) Jagtar Singh
Dhiman
Confirmed VIP  guests

include Baljit Singh Brar,
Senior Journalist and Editor
of Punjab Times Group

Newspapers published in

LORD LIEUTENANT OF LEICESTERSHIRE MR
MIKE JAPUR OBE TARLOCHAN SINGH VIRK

Punjahl Llsteners

Prnudllp Pfe-.wenr.'i

%ésﬂkhl %‘e!ebrﬂmns

Ind1a and Canada and Dr
Kevin Feltham ex-Chairman
of Leicestershire County
Council.

Punjabi Listeners Club was

JASPAL SINGH
BAINS

formed on the 3rd
Anniversary of BBC Radio
Leicester’s Punjabi
Programme on 9 September
1995,
Language, Culture and Sikh
religion. The club celebrated
its 30th anniversary in
September 2025 and has

raised thousands of pounds

promotes Punjabi

for UK registered charities
such as children In Need,
Wishes4Kids, British Heart
Foundation, Cancer
Charities, Khalsa Aid, vari-
ous Lord Mayors’ charities

Banda Singh Bahadur estab-
lished the first Sikh Empire
in 1710 after being baptised
by Sri Guru Gobind Singh
Ji, the 10th Sikh Guru at
Nanded in Maharashtra state
of India. Guru Ji trans-
formed Madho Das Bairagi
into Banda Singh Bahadur in
1708 appointing him the
commander of the Khalsa
Army to lead the struggle
against Moghal atrocities in

%

Banda
was

Punjab.
Bahadur
Order\ Hukamnama — com-

Singh
given an

manding Sikhs to support
him, five arrows, a sword, a
flag, a drum and small num-
ber of Sikhs — empowering
him to fight the regime
responsible for the martyr-
dom of Guru Tegh Bahadur
Sahib Ji, the 9th Sikh Guru
and the younger Sahibzaday
— younger sons of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji who were
bricked alive at ages 5 yrs
and 7 years for not convert-
ing into Islam faith. Banda
Singh Bahadur abolished the
Zamindari system and gave

land rights to tillers. The
Sikh Empire during
Maharaja Ranjit Singh

extended from Afghanistan
to Delhi but was divided into
India and Pakistan in 1947.

“l am immensely pleased to
learn about the dedication
and zeal with which Mr.
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COUNCILLOR PAUL HARRISON
CHAIRMAN
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Tarlochan Singh Virk is
working hard to promote and
enrich Punjabi
culture, heritage and rich
Sikh history, His sustained
efforts in organising events

language,

centred on Sikhism — its tra-

GURNAM SINGH
RUPOWAL
EX GEN SEC
GURU TEGH BAH-
DUR GURDWARA
LEICESTER

TARLOCHAN SINGH CHAN JANDALVI

ditions, heritage and folk-
lore are truly commendable.
His latest initiative Vaisakhi
Celebrations includes The
Sikh Empire Exhibition
spanning from Banda Singh
Bahadur to Maharaja Ranjit
Singh Ji is particularly note-
It highlights the
establishment of a gover-

worthy.

nance and enduring legacy. I
extend my best wishes for
the successful impact of this

event. ...Prof { Dr. } Jagtar
Singh Dhiman, Vice
Chancellor, Guru Kashi

University, Talwandi Sabo,
Bathinda, Punjab, India.

There will be a colouring
competition for children,
everyone can have a chance
at Have a Go at Turban
Authors and

enlighten

Tying, Poets,
Singers  will
everyone on the importance
of Vaisakhi and Sikh history.
The celebrations will begin
with the Sikh National
Anthem and religious hymn.
The latest book on Sikh
called Khalsa

Freedom Charter by author

Homeland

Jaspal Singh Bains will be
released. Entertainment will
be provided by Gidha
Da Ladies
Group. Everyone is welcome

Punjabanna

to the celebrations which are
free to enter.

For further information,
please contact
Harjinder
07506342603
Gurnam Singh Rupowal
07557506045.

Singh  Rai
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Keir Starmer; The Man Who Cannot See The Door

® Keir Starmer: The Man Who Cannot See The Door Political Analysis ® Keir Starmer’s
days in power are numbered — but he alone refuses to read the writing on the wall.

THE ASIAN
PENDENT UK
There are moments in

INDE-

political life when a
leader must look honestly
at what stands before
them and make a deci-
sion. Not for their party,
not for their career, but
for their country. Keir
Starmer is standing at
exactly that moment. The
problem is, he refuses to
look.

The local elections of
May 2026 were not just a
bad night for Labour.
They were a verdict. A
clear, loud, unmistakable
verdict delivered by ordi-
nary  people
Wales
Scotland — people who

across
England, and
once trusted Labour with
their and their
hopes. That trust has now

votes

gone, and with it, any
reasonable argument for
Starmer to remain as
Prime Minister.

1,500+ Council seats lost
30+ Councils lost

32+ Labour MPs calling
for his exit

Swept Away Across the
Nation

Labour lost over 1,500
councillors in England
alone. They lost Wales —
a nation they had domi-
nated politically for over
a century. The Welsh
First Minister lost her
own seat and promptly
resigned. In Birmingham,
Labour were reduced to a
shadow of themselves in
a city they once owned
completely.

In traditional working-

class like

strongholds

Wigan, Salford and Hull,
voters rejected Labour
without hesitation.
Reform UK swept in
where Labour once stood
unchallenged. This was
not a protest. This was a
rejection.

Canvassers on doorsteps
across the country heard
the same message repeat-
ed over and over: people
liked their local Labour
councillors but could not
bring themselves to vote
for anyone representing
Keir Starmer. That is not
a policy problem. That is
a leadership problem.
And it has a simple solu-
tion.
His
Turned

Own Party Has

“The message from my
constituency is it’s cur-
tains for Keir.” — Labour
MP Jon Trickett

It is one thing to lose an
election. It is another to
lose the confidence of
your own movement.
Both have now happened.
Over thirty Labour MPs
have publicly called for
Starmer to resign or set a
timetable for his depar-
ture. Senior MPs, grass-
roots members, and voic-
es from across the party
are speaking with rare
unity: this leadership can-
not continue.

The unions — the very
organisations that helped
build the Labour Party
and fund it — have also
spoken. Unison, Unite,
the FBU and the TSSA
have all demanded he
step aside. In a joint
statement, Labour’s affil-

Special

iated unions called the
results “catastrophic” and
demanded

an urgent

change in direction.

Some stopped short of

naming Starmer directly.
Others did not. The mes-

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

sage, either way, was the
same.

Refusing to Go

And yet Starmer stays.
His response to all of this
has been a single, stub-
born line: that he will not
“walk away and plunge
the country into chaos.”
It is a curious argument.
The country is already in
political chaos. Labour is
in chaos. It was Starmer’s

own decisions — cutting
the fuel
allowance, failing to con-

winter

nect with working peo-
ple, drifting away from
Labour’s core values —
that helped create this
chaos. Staying does not
solve it. It deepens it.

By clinging to power,
Starmer is not protecting
Labour. He is slowly
destroying what remains
of it. Every week he
stays, Reform grows
stronger. Every press
he

insists everything is fine

conference where
is another gift to Nigel
Farage. Voters who are
angry,
looking for an alternative

disillusioned and

are being pushed further
and further away from
Labour — and towards a
party that offers simple
answers to complex prob-
lems.

Aiding the Very Threat
He Claims to Fight

The

great irony of

Starmer’s position is this:

he says he will not resign
because doing so would
hand power to Reform.
But by staying, he is
handing Reform some-
thing far more valuable
— time. Time to grow.
Time to build. Time to
position themselves as
the only credible alterna-
tive to a Labour govern-
that

believes in anymore.

ment nobody
A new Labour leader,
elected with a fresh man-
date and a clear break
from recent failures,
would present Reform
with a genuine challenge.
A reinvigorated Labour
party, reconnected with
working people, could
begin to close the door
that Starmer has left wide
open. Instead, the Prime
Minister sits in Downing
Street, apparently con-
vinced that his presence
stands

alone is what

between Britain and
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catastrophe.

The writing is not just on
the wall. It is painted in
bold letters across every
council chamber Labour
no longer controls.

The Clock Is Ticking
History is not kind to
leaders who outstay their
welcome. Gordon Brown
knew the feeling. So did
May. Both
stayed too long, and both

Theresa

paid a heavy price — as
did their parties. Starmer
is walking the same path
with his eyes firmly shut.
The country has spoken.
The party has spoken.
The unions have spoken.
The doorsteps have spo-
ken. Democracy has been
loud, clear and consistent
in its message. The only
person in Britain who
does not yet seem to have
heard it is the man sitting
in Number 10.

Keir Starmer’s days as
Prime Minister are over.
The only question that
remains is whether he
will find the courage to
accept it — or whether
Labour will have to drag
him, reluctantly, towards
the door he cannot bring
himself to see.
References
1.https://labourlist.org/20
26/05/1abourlist-labour-
mp-starmer-resignation-
tracker/
2.https://www.theca-
nary.co/uk/analy-
$1s/2026/05/08/starmer-
chopping-block/
3.https://www.deseret.co
m/politics/2026/05/08/bri
tish-labour-suffers-
sweeping-losses/
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THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK
In India, caste-based discrimination
and abuse have existed for cen-
turies. Despite constitutional pro-
tections and laws like the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, the reality on the ground
remains deeply painful for millions
of Dalits.
The case involving Palaash
Muchhal and Vigyan Prakash
Mane has once again brought this
uncomfortable truth into the spot-
light. But for every case that makes
headlines, countless others never
see the light of day.
Casteist abuse is not a rare occur-
rence. It happens in workplaces, in
neighbourhoods, on roads, and
even between people who consider
themselves friends or associates.
When a person from a so-called
upper caste feels cornered, threat-
ened, or challenged by a Dalit,
caste slurs are often the first
weapon they reach for. It is not just
an insult. It is a reminder. A
reminder that no matter how edu-
cated, how successful, or how
respected a Dalit person becomes,
there are those who will always try
to reduce them to their birth. That is
the cruelty at the heart of casteism.
What makes this kind of abuse
even more painful is that it often
happens in private, away from wit-
nesses. The abuser knows this.
They know that their word will
carry more weight in society. They
know that the victim will think
twice before going to the police.
And sadly, they are often right.

When a Dalit person walks into a
police station to report caste-based
abuse, they do not always find jus-
tice waiting for them. In many parts
of India, police officers themselves
carry deep-rooted caste prejudices.

| Cases are dismissed as personal

disputes. Complaints are discour-
aged or delayed. Victims are told to
settle the matter quietly. The FIR
that should be filed in minutes can
take days, weeks, or simply never
happen at all. This is not an acci-
dent. It is a reflection of a system
that was built within a caste-con-
scious society and has not fully
shed those biases.

The numbers tell a grim story.
According to government data,
crimes against Dalits continue to
rise year after year, yet conviction
rates remain very low. This gap
between reported crimes and actual
justice is not just a legal failure. It is
a social one. It tells Dalit communi-
ties that their pain is not a priority.
That their dignity is negotiable.
That justice is available, but per-
haps not for them.

Fear also plays a powerful role in
keeping cases unreported. In rural
areas especially, Dalits often
depend on upper-caste landowners
or employers for their livelihoods.
Speaking up can mean losing a job,
being socially boycotted, or even
facing physical danger. The
abuser’s community closes ranks.

The victim stands alone. In such an
environment, silence becomes the
only option that feels safe, even if it
is deeply unjust.

Even when cases do get registered,
the journey is exhausting. Victims
face social pressure to withdraw
complaints. They are painted as
troublemakers or opportunists.
Their character is questioned while
the accused is defended. The legal
process, which should be a path to
justice, often becomes another
form of suffering,

The Muchhal case stands out partly
because the complainant had the
courage, the awareness, and
arguably the social connections to
push the case forward. Most Dalit
victims do not have those advan-
tages. They face abuse in silence,
carry the wound alone, and watch
their abusers walk free with confi-
dence.

What India needs is not just
stronger laws, but a genuine change
in attitude at every level — in
police stations, in courtrooms, in
workplaces, and in neighbour-
hoods. Dalits deserve to live with
dignity. They deserve to be heard

when they have been wronged. No
amount of wealth, fame, or social
status should give anyone the right

to strip another human being of

their self-respect using the accident
of their birth as a weapon.

Until caste prejudice is honestly
confronted rather than quietly toler-
ated, justice for Dalits will remain
more of a promise than a reality.
References
1.https://www.desiblitz.com/con-
tent/palaash-muchhal-faces-
charges-amidst-casteist-abuse-
claims
2.https://www.newsx.com/enter-
tainment/who-is-vidnyan-mane-
marathi-actor-and-producer-and-
smriti-mandhanas-childhood-
friend-files-fir-against-palash-
muchhal-over-alleged-casteist-
remark-213432/
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Who First Coined the Slogan Jai Bhim

“Jai Bhim” is one of the most powerful slogans in Indian history. It means “Victory to
Bhim”, where “Bhim” refers to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar — the great social reformer, jurist, and
architect of the Indian Constitution.

Today, this slogan is used as
both a greeting and a symbol of
dignity, resistance, and hope for
millions of Dalits and marginal-
ized communities across India.

The slogan was coined in 1935
by a young Dalit leader named
Babu Hardas L.N. (Laxman

Nagarale). He was a close confi-

dant of Dr. Ambedkar and
served as General Secretary of
the Scheduled

Federation.

Castes

At the time, Dalits used com-
mon greetings like “Ram Ram”
or ‘“Namaskar,” which were
rooted in Hindu tradition.
Hardas felt that Dalits needed
their own unique salutation —
one that expressed self-respect,
brotherhood, and loyalty to
Ambedkar’s vision of equality.
Inspired by the Muslim greeting
“Salaam Alaikum,” he con-
ceived “Jai Bhim.” Initially, the
response was meant to be “Bal
Bhim,” but over time both sides
settled on simply saying “Jai
Bhim” to each other. He spread
this greeting through the work-
ers of the “Bhim Vijay Sangh.”
Sadly, Hardas died at the young
age of 35 in 1939, but the slogan

he gave lived on. In 1938,

already begun encouraging peo-
ple at a meeting in Makranpur,
“Jai
Bhim” as their common greet-

ing. Then, in 1946, Dalit poet

Aurangabad, to adopt

Bihari Lal Harit proclaimed “Jai
Bhim” for the first time in the
presence of Dr. Ambedkar him-
self, through a poem at Gandhi
Ground in Delhi, making it an
even more historic moment.

After Dr. Ambedkar’s death in
1956, the slogan gained even

e

v "f
greater momentum. It became a
rallying cry for Dalit political
parties, movements like the
Dalit Panthers. Over time, “Jai
Bhim” transcended caste bound-
aries and became a universal
call for constitutional rights and
social justice.
Today, “Jai Bhim” is far more
than a greeting. It is a cultural
identity, a political statement,
and a beacon of hope for all

those who believe in the values

of equality, dignity, and justice
that Dr. Ambedkar stood for.
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