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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:hecl-:airaue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: -
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming,
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl.
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance
Mount Blc.
TV on walls, el

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc.

Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
07488841161
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Birth Anniversary of Bodhisatva
DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR :
& SAHIB SHEI KANSHI RAM 1

At:- Bilston Community Centre,
| Prouds Lane Bilston, W V14 6pw

Date :- Sunday 17 May 2026, Time 11 AM to 05 PM

It is a request to the colleagues of the entire Bahujan society
to arrive on time and [isten to the views of the intellectuals

& TEACHER

ARRIVING MISSIONARY SINGER [
CALLIEORTANY{QUERY

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT OF FOOD

THERE WILL BE A

I

Lakhwinder Basra
+447309025424

Diljit Gill

Suresh Humar Bittu
07405 557598

Daljit Dhanda
+447TTBOBTS525

Kuldip Deepa
+447815134618

07444237660
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DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR

JAYANTI CELEBRATION

1"
Caste is not
just a division
of labour; it is
a division of
labourers

k& Freedom of
mind is the
real freedom. ??

" Baba Sahib Dr B. R. Ambedkar

(11

| measure the

progress of a

community by

the degree of

progress
which women
have

achieved. 27

&5 Educate,
Agitate,
Organise ??

14 April 1891 - 06 December 1956

Dr Ambedkar Buddhist Organisation Birmingham UK is celebrating the

. 135" Birth Anniversary of Boddhisatav Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. |/
- All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives. L

O,

SUMDAY TIME

02.00pm

]

Q

PLACE
Uakland Mew Church
30 Windedgh Road,

03 May 2026

:
Dr Ambedkar Buddhist Organisation
Birmingham UK

e ¥ 21 Factory Road, Hockley,
Birmingham, B18 5JU

r.!..' Cubwral Endertainment by missionany smger - DHARMIKDER BLESANI

Hanmdsworth Wood,
Birmingham, B30 2HN

Food and refreshment will be serwed

i CONTACT ki

Maob;

O +447878 456484
O +447307 352819
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AM BEDKAR INTERNATIONAL MISSION LON DON
- Pays Homage to
THE GREAT DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
On the occasion of his 135" Birth Anniversary

(9 Sunday, 10th May, 2026 () From 2 pm (sharp) until 6 pm
9 At Elmhurst School, Upton Park Road, London, E7 8JY

Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State (Department for Work and Penslnns}
will be in attendance from 3 pm

The Indian Hign Commission, the Mayor of Newham, and local dlgnltaﬂes

are invited

HONORARY GUEST

Gaurav J. Pathania is Assistant Professor of Sociology &
Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University, Virginia.
He is an Ambedkar’ite scholar, activist, poet and

a community organiser in the USA.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE

Special tributes will be paid to Mr. Prem Chand Mann, Mr. Hari Ram Leal and
Mr. Gurdial Chand Banger, who all passed away recently. A great loss to the Mission.

All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives
¢
Cultural Entertainment
Bhai Tejinder Singh Lallianwale and Giani Onkar Singh
Speeches and Poetry

Lunch (Langar) will be strictly served between 12 noon - 1:30 pm only

Mr. Prem Chand Mann's family will provide Langar in honour, respect
and in memory of Mr. Prem Chand Mann.
LI"I.-H_.

@. Transport and Parking ' Fatva

» Nearest Underground: Upton Park, District, ' YarY,
Hammersmith and City lines. C , L
» The venue is 10 minutes’ walk from Upton Park © Contact:

Underground Station -
» Free parking at Elmhurst Primary School gO1: NI TOE-00D920
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Dr. Ambedkar’s Historical Role in Labour Welfare

(special on 1 May International Workers Day)

(Asian  independent)
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
played a foundational and
often  underappreciated
role in shaping labour wel-
fare policy in modern
India. His contributions
were not limited to consti-
tutional ideals but extend-
ed deeply into practical
labour reforms during his
tenure as Labour Member
in the Viceroy’s Executive
Council (1942-1946). His
work laid the groundwork
for many rights and protec-
tions that Indian workers
continue to benefit from
today.
Institutional and Policy
Leadership
As Labour Member under
British India, Ambedkar
was effectively the Labour
Minister. In this capacity,
he transformed labour
governance from a colo-
nial, exploitative frame-
work into a more welfare-
oriented system. He
emphasized the need for
state intervention to protect
workers from unregulated
capitalism.
He was instrumental in
the
Labour
Organization framework
within India, aligning
Indian labour policies with
international standards.
Reduction of Working
Hours
One of Ambedkar’s most
significant achievements

strengthening
International

was the introduction of the
8-hour workday in India.
Before this reform, indus-
trial  workers  often
laboured for 12—14 hours a
day under harsh condi-

tions.

This reform brought India
in line with global labour
standards and marked a
major shift toward humane
working conditions.

Social Security Measures

Ambedkar strongly
believed that political
be
accompanied by economic
security. He advocated for
and initiated several social

democracy  must

security measures, includ-
ing:

Maternity benefits for
women workers,
Compensation for work-
place  injuries  and

Provident fund schemes

These measures later influ-
enced legislation such as
the Employees’ State
Insurance Act, 1948 and
the Employees’ Provident
Funds and Miscellaneous
Provisions Act, 1952.

Protection of Women
Labour

Ambedkar was a strong
advocate for gender justice
in labour. He introduced
policies ensuring:
Paid maternity leave,
Restrictions on under-
ground work for women in
mines and Equal wages
and improved working
conditions

His approach was progres-
sive for its time and aligned
with his broader vision of
social justice.

Trade Union Rights and

Industrial Relations
Ambedkar recognized the
importance of collective
bargaining and supported
the growth of trade unions.
He worked toward:

Legal recognition of Trade
Unions, Mechanisms for
industrial dispute resolu-
tion and Promotion of tri-
partite labour conferences
(government, employers,
workers)

His efforts helped institu-
tionalize dialogue and
reduce industrial conflict.

Minimum Wages and Fair
Conditions
Although the Minimum

Wages Act, 1948 was
enacted after independ-
ence, Ambedkar’s ideas
significantly influenced its
framework. He consistent-
ly argued that labour is not

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India Peoples

Front
a commodity and must be

compensated fairly to
ensure a dignified life.

Labour Welfare Funds and

Housing

Ambedkar advocated for
welfare funds to support
workers’ housing, health,
and education. He empha-
sized that industrial devel-
opment must include pro-
visions for workers’ well-
being beyond the work-
place.

. Constitutional Vision for
Labour Welfare

As Chairman of the
Drafting Committee of the
Indian Constitution,
Ambedkar  embedded
labour welfare into the
Directive Principles of
State Policy (Article: 39,
41, 42 and 43), including:

Right to work, Just and
humane conditions of
work, Living wage and
Public assistance in cases
of unemployment, sick-
ness, and old age

These principles reflect his
belief that democracy must
ensure social and econom-
ic justice.

Broader  Philosophical
Contribution

Ambedkar’s labour philos-
ophy was rooted in dignity,
equality, and social justice.
Influenced by thinkers like
Karl Marx but distinct in
approach, he rejected vio-
lent revolution and instead
advocated constitutional
methods for achieving
labour rights.

Conclusion

Dr. Ambedkar’s contribu-
tion to labour welfare was
transformative. He shifted
the focus from mere eco-
nomic productivity to
human dignity and social
justice. Many of the labour
protections in contempo-
rary India trace their ori-
gins to his vision and poli-
cy initiatives.

He exhorted the workers to
unite not only to fight for
Workers Rights but also to
unite to win political
power.

His work reminds us that
labour welfare is not just an
economic issue but a
moral and constitutional
imperative central to a just
society.
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Welcomed by Community Leaders

THE ASIAN
PENDENT UK
PRESS RELEASE
Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain)

Date: 29 April 2026
Community  leaders
have welcomed the life
sentence handed down
to John Ashby for the
rape and assault of a
Sikh woman in the
West Midlands,
describing the court’s
decision as an impor-
tant step in delivering
justice.

Ashby was sentenced
at Birmingham Crown
Court after admitting

INDE-

October 2025. He was
given a life sentence
and must serve a mini-
mum term of around
13'% years before he
can be considered for
parole. During the
assault he used racist
and anti-Muslim abuse,
apparently believing
the victim was Muslim,
although she was in
fact a Sikh woman.
The case attracted
widespread concern
across the country and
received  significant
media coverage.
Responding to the sen-
tence, Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of

the Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), welcomed the

the violent attack on a
Sikh woman at her
home in Walsall in

_ | . . I =
Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
Indian Workers Association (Great Britain)

court’s decision but ed the wider issue of
said the case highlight- hate-motivated vio-

lence.

He noted that commu-
nity organisations had
come together to con-
demn racism and vio-
lence against women,
including a large public
meeting organised in
Leicester with
Kohinoor Radio. The
meeting was addressed
by Preet Kaur Sher Gill
MP and Shockat Adam
MP, alongside repre-
sentatives from faith
groups, trade unions
and the anti-racism
organisation Stand Up
to Racism.

Gill also pointed to
concerns that anti-Sikh

suggest, as many inci-
dents are recorded
under broader racially.
aggravated offences.
He added that the true
number may be signifi-
cantly higher due to
many anti-Sikh inci-
dents going unreport-
ed.

He further said the
community hopes jus-
tice will also be deliv-
ered in the separate
case involving a Sikh
woman in Oldbury.
Gill said:

“Violence against
women can never be
justified. An attack on
any woman — regard-

hate crimes may be
around 20% higher
than official figures

less of religion, race or
background — is an
attack on all.”

NZ and India sign Free Trade Agreement

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
The free trade deal between India and New
Zealand has recently concluded. For India, this
isn’t just about selling more goods; it’s about
creating jobs, lowering costs for factories, and

making

and the national economy.
1. A Boost for “Made in India”
Previously, Indian products like t-

=
shirts, leather shoes, and jewelry ~ .
[~ -

faced taxes (duties) when they

arrived in New Zealand, making

them more expensive than products from other
countries. Now, these taxes have been removed.
This means Indian factories can sell more
goods, which leads to more produc-
tion and, ultimately, more jobs for
workers in textile hubs like Surat or =58
leather centers like Kanpur.

2. Help for Small Businesses and
Artisans

India is famous for unique products
like Darjeeling Tea or specialized
handicrafts. This deal legally pro-
tects these “Geographical
Indications” in New Zealand. This

it easier for talented pum
Indians to work abroad.
The agreement benefits the Indian

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

ensures that only authentic Indian products can
be sold under those names, preventing fakes and
helping Indian artisans get a fair price for their
traditional work.

3. New Doors for Skilled Professionals

One of the biggest wins for
India is the “Human Capital”
aspect. The deal includes spe-
cial visas for 5,000 Indian pro-
fessionals. This isn’t just for
software engineers; it includes:
(1)Traditional Experts: Yoga
teachers and Ayurvedic practi-

aula . .
tioners can now easily share

Indian wellness traditions in New Zealand.

(2)Technicians: Indian chefs and hospitality
workers will find it much easier to get work per-
mits, helping them gain international
e experience and send money back
& . home.

=4 4. Cheaper Materials for Indian
W Factories

To make high-quality products,
Indian industries often need specific
raw materials. New Zealand is a
major producer of high-quality wool,
wood, and metal scraps. By removing
taxes on these items, the cost of raw

materials for Indian furniture makers and cloth-
ing brands goes down. When it costs less to
make something, the final product becomes
cheaper for Indian consumers, too.

5. Billions in New Investment

Beyond just trading goods, New Zealand has
committed to investing $20 billion into India
over the next 15 years. This money will likely
flow into infrastructure, technology, and green
energy. This massive “cash injection” helps
build the roads, ports, and power plants India
needs to continue growing.

Conclusion

In short, this trade deal makes India more com-
petitive on the world stage. It protects tradi-
tions, lowers the cost of doing business, and
creates a “bridge” for Indian talent to reach new
shores. It is a win-win that turns a long-distance
friendship into a powerful economic partner-
ship.

References
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ment?hl=en-GB




www.samajweekly.com

Special

03/05/2026 25

International Day of Equality - Engaging the Indian Diplomacy

SAMAJ WEEKLY
UK

I have been writing
in my blogs on the
subject — April 14,

birthday of
B abasaheb
Ambedkar, to be
declared as

International Day of
Equality under the
aegis of the UN. It is
gratifying to note the
proposal is slowly
attracting  support
and understanding
not only with the
GOI but also with
the international
community. The
birthday of
Babasaheb
Ambedkar this year,
2026, again was cel-
ebrated at the UN in
New York along with
all the Indian diplo-

matic missions
abroad. The
Government of

Canada honoured the
Indian icon and
declared his birthday
as ‘Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar Day of
Equality’ in Canada.
I am confident that
many more would
follow suit in due
course. I thought of
engaging the Indian
diplomatic machin-
ery with the proposal
and wrote a letter to
20 senior Indian
Ambassadors/High
Commissioners in
big countries and
likely stake holders
considering the size
of Indian diaspora in
these countries with
a view to solicit their
understanding and
support in carrying
forward India’s Soft
and Cultural
Diplomacy in line

with India’s initia-
tives with regard to
International Non-
violence Day on
October 2, birthday
of Mahatma Gandhi
and International
Yoga Day on June
21, 2026. My letter
of April 21, 2026 to
20 Ambassadors
under intimation to
EAM Dr. S.
Jaishankar and
Principal Secretary
to PM, Shr1i P.K.
Mishra may be seen
below.

Text of the Letter
dated April 21, 2026
to 20 Heads of
Indian Diplomatic
Missions

April 21, 2026

Your Excellency,

I am one of your
retired colleagues of

-

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career

Diplomat.

1984 (YOA) now
settled in Jalandhar,
my home town. The
birthday celebrations
of Babasaheb B.R.
Ambedkar on April
14 by all the diplo-
matic missions of
India have prompted
me to write this to
some of my col-
leagues in the IFS

hiusband and wife should b

cme of chosest fiends.
»”

B.R. Ambedkar

fraternity.

excuse my
gence. You
know  that such
structured celebra-
tions pertaining to
B abasaheb
Ambedkar, one of

Kindly
indul-
may

the greatest sons of &

India in the contem-
porary times hap-
pened for the second
time. It was first
done in April, 2016,
at the solemn occa-
sion of 125th birth
anniversary of the
icon.

You may or may not
be knowing that in
the run up to the
125th birth anniver-
sary of Babasaheb
Ambedkar, I made a

proposal in June,
2015 to the then
EAM Sushma
Swaraj to declare

April 14, birthday of
Babasaheb
Ambedkar, as
International Day of
Equality under the
aegis of the UN.
Since then the pro-
posal is resting with

the GOl —
MEA/PMO. The
Forum of SC

Parliamentarians, on
my submission, took
the matter to PM

in
November, 2015 in a
Memorandum. I
have been reminding

Narendra Modi

MEA, PMO and
other concerned reg-
ularly since then by
way of blogs, social
media and direct
communications.
My last blog on the
subject would pro-
vide you some
details of the pro-
posal which may be
excessed at:
https://diplomatic-
titbits.blogspot.com
/2026/04/babasaheb-
ambedkar-declare-
his-birthday.html

You must have read
in the media that
after many cities,
provinces in the
USA, Canada, the
UK and many oth-
ers, Canada has
declared April 14 as
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Day of Equality this
year by an procla-
mation in this

LaTesTE]

regard. But GOI is
sitting tight on the
subject which is not
understandable. I
thought of sharing
with Your
Excellency with a
view to solicit your
kind understanding,

consideration and
all due support to
the proposal on

International Day of
Equality. It will not
only honour
B abasaheb
Ambedkar but also
carry forward and

strengthen India’s
Soft and Cultural
Diplomacy.

I am confident, my
respected and dear
friends, you would
kindly consider and
lend your due and
appropriate support
to my submissions. I
count on you.

With regards,

Yours truly,
(Ramesh Chander)
His Excellency P.

Harish,

PR of India to the
UN,

New York (USA)

Sent Separately to —

1. Ambassador of
India to the USA

2. Ambassador of
India to Canada

3. High
Commissioner of
India to the UK

4. Ambassador of
India to Germany

5. Ambassador of
India to Austria

6. High
Commissioner of

India to Australia

7. Ambassador India
to Italy

8. Ambassador
India to Sweden
9. High Commission
of India to New
Zealand

10. Ambassador of
India to Japan

11. Ambassador of
India to Netherland
12. Ambassador of
India to UAE

13. Ambassador of
India to Saudi
Arabia

14. Ambassador of
India to Bahrain

15. Ambassador
India to Qatar

16. Ambassador of
India to France

17. Ambassador of
India to South
Africa

18. Ambassador of
India to Brazil

19. Ambassador of
India to Nigeria

of

Copy to —

1. EAM Dr. S.

Jaishankar
2. Principal
Secretary to PM,
P.K. Mishra
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