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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he*ckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

. i - .

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el
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For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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THOUSANDS CELEBRATE LEICESTER NAGAR KIRTAN 2026

Sikh Community is a Symbol of Peace who made many sacrifices in World Wars - High Sheriff of Leicestershire Mel Thomas QPM

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK
Leicester- Thousands of members of the Sikh
community from Leicester, Leicestershire and the
surrounding cities converged to the multi-cultural
city of Leicester’s annual religious procession,
Nagar Kirtan, which is now in its 40th year on
Sunday 26th April. On a beautiful sunny spring

day the procession began from Guru Nanak |,

Gurdwara, 9 Holy Bones, Leicester at 11.30 am
after the Sikh Ardas and prayers for world peace..
Leicester was one of the first cities in the UK
when the Sikh religious processions began in
1986. In the early religious processions in
Leicester, it began from Guru Nanak Gurdwara
and finished at the De Montfort Hall and included
Fun Fair in Victoria Park.

The lorry in which the Sikh scripture Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji was being carried was decorated
with fresh flowers. The Nagar Kirtan was led by
the Panj Pyare, the five beloved. Gatka, Sikh mar-
tial art was displayed through the Nagar Kirtan.
Leicestershire Police provided security and
Leicester City Council assisted with road closures
as needed.

The route for the Nagar Kirtan was Great Central
Street, Vaughan Way, St. Nicholas Circle, High
Street, Humberstone Gate, Charles Street,
Sparkenhoe Street, St. Peters Road, East Park
Road, Blankyn Avenue, Nottingham Street,
Leicester Street and Roseberry Street which
reached Guru Tegh Bahadur Gurdwara at about
2.45 pm.

Baptised ceremony, Amrit Sanchar took place at
Guru Nanak Gurdwara on Saturday 25th April in
the Upstairs Diwan Hall. The Panj Pyare desig-
nated by the Tenth Guru, Guru Gobind Singh Ji at
Shri Anandpur Sahib, Punjab on Khalsa Sajna
Divas / Vaisakhi in 1699 at a gathering of over
80000 were Bhai Daya Singh Ji, Bhai Dharam
Singh Ji, Bhai Himmat Singh Ji, Bhai Mohkam
Singh Ji and Bhai Sahib Singh Ji.

The Tenth Guru Ji established the cities of Shri
Paunta Sahib on the shore of river Yamuna in
1684, Mukatsar Guru Kashi Damdama Sahib in
1706. Guru Ji wrote the Jaap, Akaal Ustuti,
Chaupai , Bachitar Natak, Sawaye, Shabad Hajare
and Zafarnama. Guru Gobind Singh Ji sacrificed
his parents Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji and Mata
Guyjri Ji and his four sons Baba Ajit Singh Ji, Baba
Jujhar Singh Ji, Baba Zorawar Singh Ji, Baba
Fateh Singh Ji for the Sikh religion.

Kirtan Darbar took place at the Guru Tegh
Bahadur Gurdwara’s main diwan hall in which
Kirtan Jatha, Kathawachik, Dhadi Jatha and
Panthik speakers informed the Sadh Sangat about
Khalsa Sajna Divas and Sikh History. The Panj
Pyare, Nishaan Singhs, Five Management
Committee members of Guru Nanak Gurdwara
were all presented with a SAROPA , Garland of
Honour.

President of the Guru Tegh Bahadur Gurdwara
Gurnam Singh praised the efforts of Guru Nanak
Gurdwara and all the sewadars / volunteers who
made the Nagar Kirtan safe and successful. He
also congratulated all the Sadh Sangat on the
Khalsa Sajna Divas / Vaisakhi.

President of Guru Nanak Gurdwara Ajmer Singh
Basra, speaking from the stage of the Gurdwara
congratulated everyone on the Khalsa Sajna
Divas/Vaisakhi and Leicester’s 40th Nagar
Kirtan. He thanked the Management Committee
of Guru Amar Das Gurdwara for their Sewa at

Mann Motors where the Nagar Kirtan briefly
stops for refreshments etc. Basra Ji pointed out
that despite the Sikh Community paying over
£60000 to the Police and Councils they want to
stop the Nagar Kirtan. Police and Council work-
ers will be taking photographs and notes of all the
things that have gone wrong regarding safety and
other issues, and they will be telling all these
things at the next meeting in a month’s time.

Our sangat need to listen to the sewadars/volun-
teers as say out of 10000 Sadh sangat nearly 3000
walks in front of the main lorry. We are taxpayers
and deserve more help from authorities.
Previously when Nagar Kirtans started Leicester
City Council, Leicestershire County Council both
used to give grants for Nagar Kirtans. Grants are
given to the Diwali Lights on Melton Road and
the Xmas lights in the city centre.

Furthermore, Ajmer Singh Ji said that members of
the Sikh Community who have become
Councillors have not done much for their com-
munities certainly not as much as Councillors of
the other communities who have done a lot for
their communities. No literature about the Khalsa
Sajna Divas/ Vaisakhi or Sikh religion was given
to those watching the Nagar Kirtan. This was par-

ticularly needed in the city centre where many dif-
ferent communities watched the Nagar Kirtan.
At this time there were about 200 members of the

Sangat in the main diwan hall and in the Nottingham :

Street car park there were over 2000. It appears Sangat
has lost all interest in what management Committees are
saying from the stage. About 10-15 years ago main
diwan hall, hall number one and two all used to be full,
Guru ka Langar used to be served in the Guru Tegh
Bahadur Gurdwara Sahib. At this time TV screens in the
langar halls showed what was being said from the stage
so that Sadh sangat learnt more about Sikh history and
the Khalsa Sajna Divas/Vaisakhi. One of the special
guests at the Nagar Kirtan High Sherrif of Leicestershire
Meldin Thomas QPM, a retired Leicestershire police
officer who received the Queen’s Police Medal in 2021.
This role has over 1000 years of history. The High
Sheriff of Leicestershire said “I am very happy to be
invited to the Nagar Kirtan. Despite living in Leicester
for 50 years it was my first Nagar Kirtan, it was a fan-
tastic and amazing day. It gave me the chance to go to
the East Park Road Gurdwara, an area where my and
most people who have settled in Leicester came to live
first. The prayers at the beginning were very peaceful
and humbling. It was great to see the Sikh community
come together. Sikh community is a symbol of peace

o

who made many sacrifices in World Wars.” Bhai
Balinder Singh Ji sewadar for decades of Khalsa Aid- an
international NGO with the aim to provide humanitari-
an aid in disaster areas around the world, thanked each
and everyone of Nagar Kirtan’s Guru Di Piari Sadh
Sangat Ji for their kind donations
Food and other stalls were provided in the Nottingham
Street car park near the Guru Tegh Bahadur Gurdwara.
TARLOCHAN SINGH VIRK
CO-ORDINATOR
PUNJABI LISTENERS CLUB
LEICESTER

(conti new photo page 19)
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Bedford- On the com-
memoration of Dr

Ambedkar’s 135 Dbirth
anniversary, an event was
organised on 26 April 2026
by the Ambedkar Mission
Society, Bedford (AMS)
supported by  Guru
Ravidass Dass Sabha

(SGRS), Bhagwan Valmik
Sabha (BVS) and Sant
Nirankari Mission,
Bedford. A number of
community leaders, coun-
cillors and Bedford mem-
ber of parliament were in
attendance.

The event began with pay-
ing tribute to late Dhanpat
Rattu, one of the founder
members of AMS by
observing two minutes
silence. He passed away in
November, 2025. Ram Pal
Rahi, President of AMS,
Arun Kumar, General
Secretary and Santosh
Dass MBE, President of
Anti-Caste Discrimination
UK (ACDA), former
President of the Federation
of  Ambedkarite and
Buddhist Organisations,

Special

CELEBRATING

AMBEDKAR'S
135“* BI TH[IM' AS

LTI |I-.- promreis of o eemmoesd |-|- by

dugres of progesae hh.:h WP hedss
aokimapd, "
E B dowhimakar

APRRIL 26TH, 2026

—
Thee Coviaasy risll Karmzson
I Dpdiaed Fd, M=A2 3EG

- Justice, equality,
* and IJ‘ITLr1I.1['-.

are the

=l ""' [ “-ml.'nl.ﬂ_l A]

vl

UK (FABO UK) paid trib-
ute to two stalwarts of
Ambedkar mission in
Bedford, late Dhanpat
Rattu and Hukam Chand
Mehami recognising their
profound contribution to
the movement in Bedford
and beyond.

In his opening remarks,
Ram pal Rahi, expressed
his happiness and pride
that Bedford is the only
town in the UK where all
communities come togeth-
er and pay respect to
Babasaheb for the last sev-
eral years. It reflects that
people are beginning to
understand and acknowl-
edge his contribution to the
society.

Speaking on the equality
day, Arun Kumar said that

Bedford has become the
second town in the UK to
declare 14 April, the birth
of Dr Ambedkar as equali-
ty day. Dr Ambedkar’s
legacy of equality and jus-
tice is no more limited to
one region or country but
its significance is global.
He felt disappointed as he
was expecting from the
Bedford Borough Council
that the equality day would
be observed again this year
but it didn’t happen. He
hoped that the Councillors
would make a note of it
and do something in the
future.

Highlighting Bedford’s
pivotal role, Santosh Dass
described the local mission
as a vibrant hub of
activism, bringing together

www.samajweekly.com

Ambedkar Birth Celebrated as Equality Day at Bedtord Arun Kumar

Ambedkarite, Ravidassia,
Valmikis communities in a
shared call to outlaw caste
discrimination and raising
awareness of the life and
work of Dr Ambedkar.
Reflecting on the intellec-
tual legacy of Dr
Ambedkar, Santosh spoke
about the richness and
enduring relevance of his
seminal 1936 text
‘Annihilation of Caste’.
She stressed the impor-
tance of engaging deeply
with his writings, as well
as understanding the wide-
ranging social, economic,
and judicial reforms he
championed. She conclud-
ed with a powerful call to
action: ‘“our movement
cannot become a worship
of ashes. It must be the

preservation of the fire lit
by Dr Ambedkar. So don’t
stand silent-roar against
caste discrimination. Roar
against misogyny, Roar
against patriarchy. And let
that roar be loud enough
that no one, anywhere, can
ignore it.”

Talking on the legacy of
continew page 21...
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coAmbedkar,
Mohammad Yesin MP
said that Ambedkar was a
champion for equality,
social justice, and human
rights. His work chal-
lenged inequality in all
forms and continue to
inspire movements for
fairness and inclusion
around the world. His
vision of a fair and inclu-
sive society remains as
relevant today as ever. He
further added that he is
committed to outlawing
caste discrimination and
had supported and spoke
in the parliament many
times to include caste in
the Equality Act 2010. He
assured that he would
continue to support. He
also stated that the gov-
ernment is reviewing the
Equality Act 2010 and

want to bring some
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changes.

In his speech, Councillor
Henry Van said that he
was happy to attend this
very significant day. Last
year, his party, the Liberal
Democrats supported the
motion to declare 14 April
as a day of equality. That
day has gone in his diary
and he would make sure
that Equality Day is
observed every year. As a
teacher of British history,
he is very much interested
in Dr Ambedkar and his
works especially
‘Annihilation of Caste’.
Councillor Fauzia Zamir
who was one of the cham-
pions to move the motion
in regard to equality day,
spoke on the hard work
put up by her team and
declare 14 April as equali-
ty day. It is good that all
communities in Bedford
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campaigned for this
motion together and
Bedford Borough Council

had to listen to it. She
advised community mem-
bers especially the young-
sters to participate in elec-
toral politics.

Councillor Harish Thapar
emphasised on Dalit chil-
dren education. Children
from Dalit communities
are lagging behind as they
are unable to pay fees in
private schools. It would
be quite helpful if these
children are adopted and
their education is funded.
Rohin Kalyan and Anu
Sahota, both university
students, visited

Ambedkar Museum last
year and were impressed
by the life and work of Dr
Ambedkar. Rohin men-
tioned that he was learn-
ing more about him. Anu

fumm AT 8

stated that it is vital that
youngsters are aware of
Dr Ambedkar’s struggle
against caste discrimina-
tion. His message of ‘edu-
cate, organise and agitate’
is the guiding force for the
empowerment of the mar-
ginalised. She would try
to impart this message to
youngsters.

Devinder Chander,
General Secretary of Dr
Ambedkar Buddhist
Association, Birmingham
and Chief Editor of Samaj
Weekly and The Asian
Independent, said that
equality is not possible
without economic and
social equality. Today
India is being ruled by
capitalism and
Brahminism, the enemies
of equality. Without the
annihilation of
Brahminism, social equal-

I C I & AHHT it
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ity cannot be achieved.
Jaswinder Kumar,
President SGRS, raised
his concern about not
observing the Equality
Day by the Bedford
Borough Council. He
advised everyone that dur-
ing the election for Mayor
and councillors, a com-
mitment from the candi-
dates to observe equality
day every year should be
taken. He also wanted that
the Council should issue a
proclamation on equality
day as the Coventry city
Council has done.

The event concluded
with the vote of thanks
from the President, Ram
Pal Rahi. In his powerful
address, he urged for sup-
port to the Bodhgaya
Liberation movement to
free Bodhgaya temple
from the clutches of
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Hindus. The monks are
on agitation for the last
two years. He also
appealed to the audience
for financial help to the
Ambedkar Mission
Society towards the prop-

erty AMS has just
bought.
Giani Balvir Singh,

Harbans Singh, Sucha
Bangar and Santosh
Nahar entertained the
audience with their melo-
dious voice.

Dr N. Sirinivasan, Des
Raj Mehmi, Clir
Mohammad Nawaz,
Tarlok Gharu, President,
BVS, Councillor Ben

Folly, Gurdevinder
Kumar and Charanjit
Chumber also attended
and spoke.

Satpal Paul and family
provided the refresh-
ments.
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