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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal {lharder building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:hecl-:airaue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

S — — —

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making efc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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The Samaj Weekly and people associated with it are not responsible for any claims made by the advisers and don’t endorse any product or service advertising Samaj Weekly. Please consult your lawyer
before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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Caste is not
just a division
of labour; itis
a division of
labourers

&% Freedom of
mind is the
real freedom. ¥

Baba Sahib Dr B. R. Ambedkar --"!II
14 April 1391 - 06 December 1956

T al

(11

I measure the
progress of a
community by
the degree of
progress
which women
have

achieved. 77

-

& Educate,
Agitate,
Organise *?

Dr ambedkar Buddhist Organisation Birmingham UK is celebrating the

135" Birth Anniversary of Boddhisatav Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives. = '

k

SUNDAY
03 May 2026

S 0FCANiseD by
Dr Ambedkar Buddhist Organisation
Birmingham UK

C,

TIME
02.00pm

PLACE
Oakland New Church

Mohb;
D +447878 456484

@ 21 Factary Road, Hockley,
Birmingham, &18 5)U

D +447307 352819
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AM BEDKAR INTERNATIONAL MISSION LON DON
- Pays Homage to
THE GREAT DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
On the occasion of his 135" Birth Anniversary

(9 Sunday, 10th May, 2026 () From 2 pm (sharp) until 6 pm
9 At Elmhurst School, Upton Park Road, London, E7 8JY

Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State (Department for Work and Penslnns}
will be in attendance from 3 pm

The Indian Hign Commission, the Mayor of Newham, and local dlgnltaﬂes

are invited

HONORARY GUEST

Gaurav J. Pathania is Assistant Professor of Sociology &
Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University, Virginia.
He is an Ambedkar’ite scholar, activist, poet and

a community organiser in the USA.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE

Special tributes will be paid to Mr. Prem Chand Mann, Mr. Hari Ram Leal and
Mr. Gurdial Chand Banger, who all passed away recently. A great loss to the Mission.

All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives
¢
Cultural Entertainment
Bhai Tejinder Singh Lallianwale and Giani Onkar Singh
Speeches and Poetry

Lunch (Langar) will be strictly served between 12 noon - 1:30 pm only

Mr. Prem Chand Mann's family will provide Langar in honour, respect
and in memory of Mr. Prem Chand Mann.
LI"I.-H_.

@. Transport and Parking ' Fatva

» Nearest Underground: Upton Park, District, ' YarY,
Hammersmith and City lines. C , L
» The venue is 10 minutes’ walk from Upton Park © Contact:

Underground Station -
» Free parking at Elmhurst Primary School gO1: NI TOE-00D920
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CELEBRATING

AMBEDKAR'S
135™ BIRTHDAY AS

ZW iy Ao 2

“| measure the progress of a community by

degree of progress which women have
achieved. ”
Dr B.R. Ambedkar

APRIL 26TH, 2026

F
@ 1:30 PM - 5:30 PM

O The Centenary Hall, Kempston
104 Bedford Rd, MK42 BBG . o
m i hy™ -

&

| ““Justice, cqll'lllh
Organised By:

- and frater nity
AMBEDKAR MISSION SOQCIETY,

BEDFORD (+44 07721935138) % are the pr IHEIPIES
. that should guide
‘ L.

SRI GURU RAVIDASS SABHA, - SVOTV SOcCietv 29
BEDFORD , €very society.

NIRANKARI SATSANG BHAWAN,
BEDFORD

BHAGWAN VALMIK SABHA,
BEDFORD
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How the BJP Uses Ambedkar to Fool
the Very People He Fought For

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was
one of the most remarkable
human beings India has
ever produced. Born into
the Dalit community —he
faced humiliation and dis-
crimination from child-
hood. Yet he went on to
become one of India’s
greatest scholars, the chief
architect of India’s
Constitution, and the most
powerful voice for the
rights of those society had
crushed underfoot.
His message was clear and
uncompromising: the caste
system is evil, Hinduism as
practised perpetuates it,
and Dalits must educate,
agitate and organise to free
themselves.
He was so disillusioned
with Hinduism that in
1956, shortly before his
death, he publicly convert-
ed to Buddhism along with
hundreds of thousands of
his followers. He famously
declared: “I was born a
Hindu, but I will not die a
Hindu.”
This is the man the BJP
now claims as one of their
own.
The Party That Opposed
Everything He Stood For
To understand how breath-
taking this appropriation
is, you need to know what

the BJP and its parent
organisation, the RSS,
actually stood for — and
what they stood against.

The RSS opposed
Ambedkar’s greatest
achievement: the Indian

Constitution. Their ideo-
logical leader Golwalkar
believed India’s constitu-
tion should be replaced.

The RSS opposed the
Hindu Code Bill —
Ambedkar’s landmark

effort to give women equal
rights in marriage and
inheritance. They called it
an attack on Hindu culture.
When Ambedkar converted
to Buddhism, Hindutva
leaders called it a “useless
act.” Savarkar, the found-
ing father of Hindutva ide-
ology, was openly critical.
Ambedkar  wrote  that
Hindu nationalist groups
like the Hindu Mahasabha
“had no interest in address-
ing the social question of
caste and untouchability.”

In short: Ambedkar spent
his life fighting exactly the
kind of upper-caste Hindu
nationalism that the RSS
and BJP represent.

So Why Are They Now
Building Statues of Him?

Simple. Votes.

Dalits and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) make up
roughly 60-65% of India’s
population. You cannot win
elections in India without
them. And since coming to
power in 2014, the BJP has
pursued a calculated, well-
resourced strategy to win
their support — not by
changing its policies, but
by changing its image.

The strategy works like
this:

Step 1: Wrap yourself in
Ambedkar’s name.

Modi’s government built
grand Ambedkar memorials

— the BR Ambedkar
International Centre in
Delhi, the  Ambedkar

National Memorial, even
an Ambedkar memorial in
London. Ambedkar Jayanti,
his birthday, was rebranded
as Samrasta Divas
“Harmony Day.” His pho-
tograph appears every-
where. His name is invoked
in every speech about
social justice.

Step 2: Use selective
quotes to make him look
like one of yours.
Ambedkar was also critical
of Islam and of Congress
politicians. He was no
friend of the Muslim
League. The BJP and RSS
seize on these quotes, strip
them completely of con-
text, and present Ambedkar

as an “anti-Muslim Dalit
icon” someone who
would have supported

Hindutva nationalism.

This is deeply dishonest.
Ambedkar criticised Islam
and Hinduism equally as
systems that oppressed
people. He  criticised
Congress because it failed
Dalits — not because he
supported Hindu national-
ism. Being critical of
Congress does not make
you a BJP supporter.

Step 3: Redirect
away from caste
towards Muslims.
This is the most sophisti-
cated part of the strategy.
Many lower-caste Hindus
have every reason to be
angry centuries of
oppression, poverty, dis-
crimination, denial of
opportunity. That anger is
legitimate. The BJP chan-
nels it away from the
upper-caste structures that
created those conditions
and points it firmly at
Muslims, at Pakistan, at
“anti-national” forces.

The question “Why do
Brahmins and Banias still

anger
and

dominate India’s judiciary,

media, bureaucracy and
business?” is never asked.

Instead the question
becomes: “Why are
Muslims getting special

treatment?” The misdirec-
tion is masterful.
Who Is
Benefiting?
Upper-caste Hindus — pri-
marily Brahmins, Banias
(merchant castes) and
allied groups — make up
roughly 15-20% of India’s
population depending on
the state. Yet they domi-
nate:

The senior ranks of the BJP
itself

Corporate media ownership
The judiciary and senior
bureaucracy

Academic institutions
Major business houses

Actually

Under Modi, this domi-
nance has largely contin-
ued or deepened — while

lower castes have been
given symbolic representa-
tion through carefully
selected figureheads.
Droupadi Murmu, a tribal
woman, was made
President of India — a
largely ceremonial role.
This is brilliant optics. It
costs nothing in real power
while generating enormous
goodwill among tribal and
Dalit communities.

Meanwhile, demands for a
caste census which
would expose exactly how
concentrated power and
resources remain among
upper castes — have been
resisted for years. You
don’t need a conspiracy

theory to understand why.
The Ambedkar
Contradiction Nobody
Wants to Talk About

Here is the central irony
that the BJP hopes nobody
notices.

Ambedkar’s core message
was that Dalits must think
for themselves, organise
independently, challenge
power and never trust those
who have historically
oppressed them. He warned
specifically that Dalits who
aligned with Hindu nation-
alist organisations would
be used as foot soldiers and
then discarded.

A Dalit former RSS mem-
ber, Bhanwar Meghwanshi,
documented exactly this in
his book I Could Not Be
Hindu. He described how
Dalits inside the RSS were
treated as lesser members
— welcome to do the work
of Hindu mobilisation, but
never truly equal. When he
sought to rise within the

organisation, he  was
blocked because of his
caste.

The BJP’s use of
Ambedkar’s name and

image to win Dalit votes is
precisely the kind of
manipulation Ambedkar
himself warned against.
They have taken the icon
of Dalit liberation and
turned him into a tool of
upper-caste political con-
solidation. The statue is
built. The votes are har-
vested. The caste hierarchy
remains.

How the Media Machine

Makes It Work

None of this would be pos-
sible without a ‘media
ecosystem that amplifies
the message and suppresses
the contradiction’.

The majority of India’s
major television channels
are now effectively aligned
with the BIJP. Critical
investigative journalism —
into caste atrocities, into
the concentration of power
among upper castes, into
the gap between
Ambedkarite rhetoric and
ground reality — is mar-
ginalised, defunded or
actively harassed.
Journalists who ask diffi-
cult questions are labelled
“anti-national.” Academics
who publish inconvenient
research are targeted. The
Hindutva ecosystem online
— millions of social media
accounts floods the
information space with the
approved narrative.

The result is that hundreds
of millions of people
receive a version of
Ambedkar that has been
carefully edited to remove

everything he actually
stood for.
What Would Ambedkar

Actually Think?

We do not have to guess.
He left a vast body of writ-
ing. His own newspapers
documented his views on
the RSS. His speeches, his
books, his constitutional
debates — all are publicly
available.

He believed the caste sys-
tem must be annihilated,
not reformed or softened.
He believed religion had
been used as a weapon
against the poor and mar-

ginalised. He believed
independent political
organisation — not align-

ment with upper-caste par-
ties — was the only path to
Dalit liberation. He
believed in a genuinely
secular state where no reli-
gion dominated politics.
On every one of these
points, the BJP and RSS
stand in direct opposition
to what Ambedkar actually
believed and fought for.
Building statues of a man
while betraying everything
he stood for is not honour.
It is theft.

The Bigger Lesson

India under BJP/Modi is
one of the world’s most
powerful examples of
selective advocacy on a
massive scale. Real facts
are used — Ambedkar’s
criticism of Congress, his
rejection of conversion to

Christianity and Islam, his
insistence on constitutional
order — but assembled into
a portrait that is the oppo-
site of the truth.

It works because most peo-
ple do not read the full
record. They see the statue,
hear the name, watch the
ceremony, and conclude
that the party must be on
their side.

The antidote Ambedkar
himself prescribed remains
the best one: Educate.
Agitate. Organise.

Read the full record. Ask
who benefits. Notice what
is left out.
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Leicester Mother and British Child Cleared to Return Home
After International Efforts Over Punjab Police Case

Leicester Mother and British Child Cleared to Return Home After International Efforts Over Punjab Police Case
British MPs, the Indian Workers Association (Great Britain) and community leaders intervene after Leicester
family caught up in police case during Easter visit to Punjab

Leicester / London
/ Hoshiarpur- A
Leicester mother and
her minor British
child who became
caught up in a police

case during a family
visit to Punjab,
India, have now
been cleared to

return to the United
Kingdom following

representations by
community leaders,
Members of

Parliament and
British officials.

Ms Alka Rani, a res-
ident of Leicester,
had travelled to
Hoshiarpur in
Punjab with her
young son during the
Easter holidays to
visit relatives. The

family had planned

to return to the
United Kingdom on
25 April.

The situation began
on 17 April 2026,
when Ms Rani’s
brother-in-law, Mr
Yogesh Arora, a
journalist with PTC
News, was called to
Model Town Police
Station in
Hoshiarpur. Later
that evening police
officers went to the
house where Ms
Rani was staying
and took both Ms
Rani and her minor
child to the police
station, where they

were reportedly kept
for several hours.

At the time, the child

was said to be suf- |

fering from a high
fever of around
103°F, causing con-
siderable concern for
the family.

Following the inci-

dent, FIR No. 47
was registered at
Model Town Police §

Station under allega-
tions relating to the
sale of alcohol, and
Ms Rani’s name was
included in the case.
Family members and
community repre-
sentatives strongly
disputed the allega-
tion, stating that she
had no involvement
in the alleged
offence and had
travelled to India
simply to visit rela-
tives.

During the police
action, several per-

sonal  belongings
were taken into
police possession,

including £5,500 in
cash, INR 350,000
and gold jewellery.

Additional family
funds of approxi-
mately INR

4,000,000 together
with gold ornaments
were also present in
the house as the fam-
ily had been negoti-

Special

ating the purchase of
a small property for
their mother in
Hoshiarpur.

The incident caused
concern among resi-
dents in Leicester,
Bristol and across
the wider UK com-
munity, particularly
because a minor
British child was
directly affected.

The Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain) raised the
matter with authori-
ties in both coun-
tries, contacting the
Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office
(FCDO), the British

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of IWA (GB),

High Commission in
New Delhi, and sen-

ior officials in
Punjab.

Members of
Parliament were also
approached for
assistance, including
Shivani Raja MP

(Leicester East) and
Damien Egan MP
(Bristol North East).
Following these
efforts, Punjab
Police returned Ms
Rani’s passport and
jewellery, and the
Look Out Circular
(LOC) that initially
prevented her from
leaving India has
now been with-
drawn, allowing her
to travel back to the

United  Kingdom
with her child.

Police have also
returned INR
265,000 1in cash,
although £5,500 in
British currency
remains outstanding,
which community

representatives say
they will continue to
pursue with the rele-
vant authorities.
Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of
the Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), said the
organisation had
worked intensively
with authorities and
community leaders
in both countries to
resolve the situation.
He said the case had
caused serious con-
cern among commu-
nities across the UK
because a visiting
mother and her sick
British child had
been taken to a
police station and
named in a criminal
case despite having
no apparent connec-
tion to the alleged
offence.

Mr Gill expressed
appreciation to
Shivani Raja MP,
Damien Egan MP,

officials at  the
FCDO, and the
British High

Commission in New
Delhi for their assis-
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tance. He also
acknowledged dis-
cussions with Harpal
Singh Cheema,
Finance Minister of
Punjab, who had
assured that the mat-
ter would be
reviewed.

The Indian Workers
Association had pre-
viously planned
peaceful demonstra-
tions next week in
London and
Birmingham,  but
confirmed that the
protests have now
been cancelled fol-
lowing confirmation
that Ms Rani and her
child are able to
return to the UK.
The family is now
hopeful of securing a
flight later today so
that they can return
home and reunite
with relatives in the
United  Kingdom
after the distressing
events of the past
days.

The Indian Workers
Association said it
will continue to seek
clarity from the
Punjab Government
regarding the cir-
cumstances of the
case, accountability
for the actions taken,
and consideration of
compensation for the
distress caused to
the family.
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PRO-US POLICIES THREATEN INDIA'S SOVEREIGNTY

* Modi government deeply isolated; need for a major democratic movement — Akhilendra

* National mobilization on the issue of employment is essential —

New Delhi, (Asian independent)
At the national conference held
today at Rajendra Bhavan on
India’s foreign and trade policy
and the energy—agriculture—food
crisis, a resolution was adopted
strongly condemning the illegal
and unprovoked attack by the
US-Israel alliance on the sover-
eign nation of Iran, stating that it
has increased global instability and
human suffering. The conference
demanded that the Government of
India take a clear, independent, and
principled stand against this attack
to safeguard national sovereignty.
The conference underlined that
even after the war ends, the energy
and fertilizer crisis will continue,
adversely affecting agriculture,
deepening the food crisis, and
increasing inflation, price rise, and
Therefore, the
conference unanimously resolved

unemployment.

to launch a nationwide campaign
to inform the public about how the
central government’s current poli-
cies—especially foreign and trade
policies—are worsening this crisis
and weakening the country’s eco-
nomic sovereignty.

The Employment—Social Rights
Campaign will make this issue an
integral part of its broader move-
ment linking war, economic crisis,
and the rights of workers, farmers,
and marginalized communities.

Delivering the welcome address,
Akhilendra Pratap Singh, founding
member of the All India People’s
Front, said that the Modi govern-
ment has become deeply alienated
from the people and has failed on
every front. Farmers, workers,
women, SCs, STs, extremely back-
ward classes, Pasmanda Muslims,

and even small and medium

* US-Iran war will devastate the Indian economy — Prof. Arun Kumar
* Resolution to defend the nation adopted at the National Conference held at Rajendra Bhavan by the Employment-Social Rights Campaign
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traders are facing devastation and

crisis due to the government’s poli-
cies. He emphasized that the sig-
nificance of today’s conference
lies in the presence of both emi-
nent economists and intellectuals
alongside grassroots activists
fighting on social and class issues.
This conference is building a
national praxis and aims to bring
all democratic forces of the coun-
try onto one platform to create a
people’s political force against the
government.

Supreme Court advocate Prashant
Bhushan described the conference
as important and said that employ-
ment, foreign and trade policy, and
SIR are three issues on which a

major movement must be built by
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civil society. He said that Modi has
bowed before US President Trump
and has even failed to respond
appropriately to statements that
insult India, thereby damaging the
country’s prestige.

Renowned economist Professor
Arun Kumar said the world is
passing through a deep crisis. The
involvement of major powers in
wars related to Ukraine and Iran
has intensified global instability.
These conflicts are not isolated
events but the result of deepening
neo-colonial tendencies, where
powerful nations seek to control
resources and strategic regions. In
this context, Iran’s resilience under
pressure holds great significance
for nations of the Global South,

Prashant Bhushan

especially India.

Economist Jaya Mehta said the
war has created an energy and fer-
tilizer crisis in India, affecting
agriculture and leading to a food
crisis, along with shortages of
essential commodities. Inflation,
unemployment, and livelihood
crises are rapidly deepening, with
the greatest impact on workers,
farmers, and marginalized commu-
nities. She added that the central
government’s current policies are
weakening the country’s economic
sovereignty.

The conference was dedicated to
Bhagwan Das Ji, associate of Dr.
Ambedkar and former Supreme
Court advocate. It was also
addressed by scientist Dinesh
Abrol; Baburam Pal, National
President of Rashtr Uday Party;
P.C. Tiwari of Uttarakhand
Parivartan Party; Akshay Bhai,
Coordinator of Navnirman Krishak
Sangathan (Odisha); Dr. Rahul
Das, National General Secretary of
AIPF; K.V.GR. Naragoni of State
Adhikar Party; Har Mohan Singh
Mongia, Delhi President of Indian
Advocate Ashok
Kumar, Vice President of Bahujan
Dravid Party; Vijay Singh, Convener
of Jharkhand Navnirman Dal; Rajesh
Sachan of Rozgar Adhikar Abhiyan;
Advocate Nitin Mishra, former
President of Congress Legal Cell Uttar
Pradesh; and Kripashankar Panika of
Adivasi Vanvasi Mahasabha.

The conference was conducted by
Shekhar Dixit, President of the
National Farmers’ Forum, and

Naseem Khan, Vice President of AIPF.
Rahul Das

National General Secretary
All India People’s Front

Praja Congress;
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Judiciary should immediately release Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam — Tarksheel Society

Jailing people for years without conviction reflects Modi government’s political vendetta and authoritarian rule

Barnala (Asian independent) The
Tarksheel Society Punjab has strongly
opposed the Supreme Court’s decision
to dismiss the review petition seeking
bail for former student leaders Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam. The organi-
zation accused the higher judiciary of
adopting double standards and grossly
neglecting democratic and constitution-
al rights. In a joint press statement, state
committee leaders Master Rajinder
Bhadaur, Bathinda,Sumeect

Amritsar, Sukhwinder Bagpur, Kuljit

Rajpal

Danger Kheda and Zonal head Parmved
Sangrur said that Umar Khalid, Sharjeel
Imam, and other social activists were
falsely implicated on charges of inciting
violence during the democratic move-
ment against the discriminatory and
communal Citizenship Amendment Act
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(CAA). They said that their continued
imprisonment under the UAPA and

l%%

e il
=

other harsh legal provisions is nothing
but a politically motivated attempt to
silence voices questioning those in
power. The rationalist leaders alleged
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that Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam and
other activists have remained in jail
since 2020 without bail and without
trial. In contrast, they said, the real

accused in the Delhi violence—Ileaders
of the BJP and other saffron groups who

openly spread communal hatred and
violence—continue to enjoy political
and state protection under the Hindutva
regime. They said that the judiciary
must protect constitutional, democratic,
and civil rights in order to preserve the
credibility of the justice system, and
should not deliver biased judgments
under any kind of pressure. They
demanded the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Umar Khalid, Sharjeel
Imam, all democratic activists, and
political prisoners, and called for all
false cases filed to suppress dissenting
voices to be withdrawn immediately.

Sumeet Amritsar
State Media Head
Tarksheel Society Punjab

Conditions of Women Sanltatlon Workers in City

(Asian independent)

Public Hearing on

Labour Without Security, Lives Without Dignity:
Confronting Structural Exploitation and
Reclaiming Entitlements

Date: Sunday, 3 May 2026

Time: 10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Venue: 2nd floor Deputy Chairman Hall,
Constitution Club of India, New Delhi

Dear friends,

Jai Bhim!

Dalit Adivasi Shakti Adhikar Manch (DASAM)
warmly invites you to a public hearing on the
conditions of Dalit women sanitation workers, to
be held on 3rd May 2026 (Sunday), from 10:30
AM to 4:30 PM, at the Deputy Chairman Hall,
Constitution Club of India, New Delhi.

This public hearing is rooted in the ongoing initia-
tive, “Sunday Campaign with Women Workers”,
through which DASAM and its women’s wing,
Mahila Kaamkaji Manch (MKM), have been con-
tinuously engaging with Dalit women sanitation
workers across multiple slum clusters in Delhi.
Over months of sustained conversations, these
women have shared their lived realities, shaped
by insecure and hazardous work conditions, low
and irregular wages, lack of social and health
protection, and persistent experiences of caste-
and gender-based discrimination and systemic

exploitation, reflecting a pattern of invisibilized
labour and institutional neglect.
In response, this public hearing aims to create a

space where these workers can present their tes-

timonies before a distinguished jury comprising
legal experts, academics, researchers, journal-
ists, policymakers, members of the administra-
tion, and representatives from civil society. The
aim is to transform lived experiences into docu-
mented evidence, deepen public understanding,
and push for structural reforms, stronger labour

protections, and the effective implementation of
existing laws.

The hearing would have an eminent jury mem-
bers, including:

- Vrinda Grover — Advocate, Supreme Court of
India

- Colin Gonsalves — Senior Advocate, Supreme
Court of India

- Manjula Pradeep — National Convenor, National
Council of Women Leaders (NCWL)

- Indu Prakash — Human Rights Defender

- Purnima Gupta — Gender Rights Activist &
Feminist Educator

- Sridevi Pannikkar — Advocate

- Dr Sophy K. J. — Associate Prof. of Law,
National Law University, Delhi; Director, Centre
for Labour Law Research & Advocacy (CLLRA)

This is not just an event; it is an effort to centre
the voices of those who are too often unheard
and to collectively imagine pathways toward dig-
nity, accountability, justice, equity, equality and
better and secure working conditions.

We invite you to join us in listening, engaging,
and standing in solidarity with Dalit women sani-
tation workers. Your presence will add strength to
this collective call for accountability and change.
For further information, please contact
8491052270 or 9971883831.
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Bhim Jayanti Celebrated with Unity and
Cultural Pride in Leicester by BAMS UK

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK

Leicester, United
Kingdom | 18 April 2026
- The Buddhist
Ambedkarite Maitri

Sangh, United Kingdom
(BAMS UK) celebrated
Jayanti 2026 with great
enthusiasm and cultural
vibrancy in Leicester,
marking the birth anniver-
saries of Bharat Ratna Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar and
Krantisurya Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule. The event,
titled ‘Jayanti Utsav
2026', was held at the De
Montfort University
Students’ Union Hall and
brought together the
Ambedkarite and
Buddhist community
from across the UK.

This annual celebration
forms part of BAMS UK’s
continuing initiative to
host the Jayanti in a dif-
ferent UK city each year,
enabling community
members from distant
regions to come together
in unity. Around 250 fam-
ilies and individuals trav-
elled from across
England, Scotland, and
Wales to attend the
Leicester programme.
The celebration coincided
with the 135th birth
anniversary of Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar and
the 199th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Phule,
also marking the com-
mencement of Phule’s
200th birth anniversary
year. The programme
began in a serene and
devotional atmosphere,
with children reciting the
Trisharan, Panchasheel,
Buddhavandana, and
Dhammapalan Gathas in
both Pali and English, fol-
lowed by elders offering
Buddha—Dhamma—Sangh
a Vandana and the Bhim
Sankalp.

A highlight of the event

Garjana, featuring Dhol
Tasha, Lezim, and group
dance performances by
women and men, symbol-
ising youth energy, social
pride, and reverence to
great social reformers.
The hall resounded with
spirited chants of ‘Jai
Bhim.’

The cultural

segment

included high-impact
dances, melodious Bhim
Jalsa performances com-
prising solo, group, and
women’s medley songs,
as well as thematic skits
and dance dramas based
on the lives of Dr.
Babasaheb  Ambedkar,

Special

Mahatma

Mata Ramai,
Jyotiba Phule, Savitribai

Phule, and Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. These
performances conveyed
messages of social jus-
tice, harmony, compas-
sion (metta bhavana), and
intergenerational respon-
sibility.

The 2026 celebration
received strong support

from community entre-
preneurs. Nirvana Events,
Tripzen, Pasco Foods,
AAI Financials,
Inspired served as main
sponsors, while Empathy
Solutions, The Heaven
Cake, and MM Tutors
joined as associate spon-

and

sors, reflecting growing
community participation
and ownership.

BAMS UK continues to
focus on
Ambedkarite values and
Buddhist Dhamma tradi-
tions among younger gen-
erations while building a

nurturing

strong social and cultural
platform for the diaspora
in the United Kingdom.
The Jayanti celebration

provided an inclusive

stage for participants of

a | 1
ages,
with notable
enthusiasm and leader-
ship shown by children
and youth.

Despite being based in the
UK, families associated
with BAMS UK actively
pass on the ideological
legacy of Buddha
Dhamma, Dr. Ambedkar,

Mahatma Phule, Rajarshi

Shahu Mabharaj,
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mabharaj, Sant Kabir, and
other reformers to their
children. The organisation
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func-
tions as
a family-ori-
ented, non-political
community group, dedi-
cated to cultural preserva-
tion, education, and social
harmony.
Reflecting on Ambedkar’s
transformative legacy, the
event highlighted how
communities long denied
opportunity have been
empowered through edu-
cation, constitutional
rights, and social reform
— enabling many profes-
sionals, including doc-
tors, engineers,
researchers, and students,
to establish themselves
globally while continuing

= to uphold the values of

equality, dignity, and
responsibility  towards
society, and contributing
to the noble cause of giv-
ing back to the communi-

ty.
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