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SHAM LAL CHANDER ID no. 921760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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UK Community Group Urges Action After UN Raises Alarm Over Gaza Civilian Shelters

Indian Workers Association (GB) writes to the UN and UK Government following report highlighting humanitarian concerns

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK

A UK-based commu-
nity organisation has
written to interna-
tional authorities urg-
ing urgent humanitar-
ian action after a
United Nations report
raised concerns about
attacks affecting
civilian shelters in
Gaza and the dis-
placement of civil-
1ans in the West
Bank.
A report published on
14 April 2026 by
United Nations News
highlighted growing
concerns among UN
experts about the
humanitarian situa-
tion facing
Palestinian civilians
in Gaza and the West
Bank.
According to the
report, thousands of
civilians who have
already lost their

homes are living in
temporary shelters,
schools and tents
while facing serious
shortages of food,

clean water and med-

ical supplies.
Humanitarian agen-

cies have warned that

hospitals and emer-
gency services are
struggling to cope
with the number of
injured people and
displaced families.

The report also raised

concerns about the
risks faced by civil-
ians seeking refuge
in shelters and the
wider humanitarian
impact of displace-
ment on families,

particularly children,

elderly people and
other vulnerable
groups.

Following the report,

the Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain) (IWA-GB)

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of the Indian

Workers Association (Great Britain)

has issued a humani-
tarian appeal to inter-
national authorities.
In a letter sent to
Antonio Guterres,
Secretary-General of
the United Nations,
Yvette Cooper,
Foreign Secretary of
the United Kingdom
Government through
the Foreign,
Commonwealth &

Development Office,
and Mirjana Spoljaric
Egger, President of
the International
Committee of the
Red Cross, the organ-
isation expressed
deep concern about
the suffering of civil-
ians affected by the
Crisis.

Copies of the letter
were also sent to

Members of United
Kingdom Parliament
to draw attention to
the humanitarian
concerns highlighted
in the UN report.
The organisation
called on internation-
al institutions and
humanitarian agen-
cies to take urgent
and coordinated
action to protect
civilian lives and
ensure humanitarian
assistance reaches
those affected by the
crisis.

Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of
the Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), said the sit-
uation required
urgent international
attention.

He said:

“The suffering of
innocent civilians
anywhere in the
world is a matter of

concern for all
humanity. The inter-
national community
must act with
urgency and compas-
sion to ensure
humanitarian assis-
tance reaches those
who need it most and
that civilian lives are
protected.”

The Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), a long-
standing organisation
committed to social
justice and humani-
tarian values, said it
hoped its appeal
would encourage
governments and
international organi-
sations to work
together to address
the humanitarian sit-
uation and support
efforts aimed at pro-
tecting vulnerable
civilians.
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THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
We live in a world that
loves to honour its rev-
olutionaries once
they are safely dead.
We put their faces on
stamps, name roads
after them, and hold
annual ceremonies.
And then we go back to
doing exactly what they
fought against.
Ambedkar  deserves
better than that. And so
do we.
Dr. Bhimrao Ramji
Ambedkar was not just
a great Indian. He was
one of the greatest
minds the modern
world has ever pro-
duced — a man who
earned doctorates from
Columbia and the
London School of
Economics, mastered
economics, law, and
political philosophy,
and used every ounce
of that knowledge for
one single purpose: to
dismantle the most
sophisticated system of
human oppression ever
constructed.
Caste.
A system so deeply
embedded in society
that i1t did not need
walls or weapons to
enforce itself. It lived
in the mind. It lived in
the water pot that a
Dalit child was not
allowed to touch. It
lived in the classroom
where young Bhimrao
sat outside, separated
from his fellow stu-
dents — not because he
was less intelligent, but
because he had been
born into the wrong
family.
He was told his place.
He refused it.
And that refusal — that
single, burning refusal
— became a movement

and a conscience for an
entire nation.

But here is the question
we must ask today,
honestly and without
comfort: Have we hon-
oured that refusal — or
have we buried it?
Because caste discrimi-
nation has not ended. It
has simply changed its
uniform. It wears the
suit of corporate bias,
the silence of a village
that still knows whose
hand drew the water
and whose hand was
never allowed to.
Manual scavenging —
the most degrading
form of labour imagi-
nable — still exists in
the 21st century. Dalits
still face violence for
riding a horse at their
own wedding, for dar-
ing to have an educa-
tion, for simply exist-
ing with dignity.
Ambedkar saw this
coming. He warned us.
He said:

“If you ask me, my
ideal would be a socie-
ty based on liberty,
equality, and fraterni-
ty.”

Not as slogans. As liv-
ing, breathing, daily
realities. We have print-
ed those words in our
Constitution. We have
not yet printed them in
our behaviour.

Now turn your eyes to
the world beyond
India’s borders.

Look at Myanmar,
where an entire ethnic
people were driven
from their homes in one
of the worst episodes of
ethnic cleansing of our
time. Look at the
Middle East — at Gaza,
at Yemen — where
civilians, children,
entire families are
caught between the
ambitions of states and

the indifference of a
global order that
applies its outrage
selectively. Look at the
United States, where
the descendants of
enslaved people still
fight for the right to

simply survive an
encounter with the
police.

Ambedkar would have
looked at all of this and
said — I have seen this
before. The names
change. The geography
changes. The justifica-
tions change — reli-
gion, race, nationality,
tribe. But the structure
is always the same. A
group decides that
another group is lesser.
And then they build an
entire civilisation on
top of that lie.

He would have asked
the powerful nations of
the world the same
question he asked the
Indian National

Congress: whose free-
dom are you actually
fighting for? Because
freedom that does not

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

reach the most margin-
alised is not freedom —
it is privilege wearing
freedom’s clothing.
And he would have had
no patience for those
who counsel patience.
He had heard it all his
life. Wait. Be gradual.
Don’t rock the boat. He
did not want to rock it
— he wanted to rebuild
it entirely.

!_

:

During World War I,
Ambedkar encouraged
Dalits to join the
British Indian Army —
not out of imperial loy-
alty, but out of strategic
conviction. He believed
that a people who bore
arms, who sacrificed,
who served — could
not be denied their
humanity or their
rights. Dignity, he
understood, sometimes
requires not just argu-
ment, but courage. Not
just petition, but pres-
ence.

That lesson is urgent
today. Around the
world, oppressed com-
munities are being told
to make their case
politely, to wait for the
right moment, to trust
the institutions.
Ambedkar’s life tells us
— build the institu-
tions, yes. Fight within
them, yes. But never

mistake the map for the
territory. A Constitution
is only as powerful as
the people willing to
demand it be honoured.
He gave wus the
Constitution. He gave
us the framework. He
gave us the language of
rights. What he cannot
give us — what no sin-
gle person can give any
generation — 1is the
will to use it.

That is on us.
Ambedkar converted to
Buddhism in 1956, just
weeks before his death,
along with half a mil-
lion followers. It was
his final, definitive
statement that
human dignity cannot
wait for society to
evolve. Sometimes you
must walk away from a
system that dehumanis-
es you and build some-
thing new. Something
rooted not in hierarchy,
but in compassion. Not
in birth, but in charac-
ter.

He died on December
6, 1956. But his ques-
tions did not die with
him.

Who is being excluded
from your table today?
Whose suffering is
being explained away?
Whose rights are being
called a threat to order?
Whose humanity is
being debated as
though it were a matter
of opinion?

Those are Ambedkar’s
questions. And until we
can answer them hon-
estly — until every
child, regardless of
caste, religion, race, or
nationality, can drink
from the same well and
sit in the same class-
room and dream the
same dreams — his
work is not done.

And neither is ours.
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Article 39 and the Political Economy of Contemporary India:

Constitutional Socialism and the Reality of Inequality

(Asian independent)
Article 39 of the
Constitution of India
articulates a founda-
tional vision of socio-
economic justice, man-
dating the equitable
distribution of material
resources, prevention
of wealth concentra-
tion, and protection of
livelihoods. This article
examines the extent to
which this constitution-
al vision has been real-
ized in contemporary
India. Drawing on
empirical data from
inequality studies,
labour surveys, and
policy analyses, it
argues that India has
witnessed a significant
divergence from the
redistributive  ethos
embedded in Article
39. While economic
growth has accelerated
since liberalization, it
has been accompanied
by rising wealth con-
centration, persistent
labour informality, and
unequal access to
resources. The article
situates these develop-
ments within a broader
shift from a state-led
developmental model
to a market-oriented
political economy. It
concludes that Article
39 today functions
more as a normative
ideal than an opera-
tional principle, raising
fundamental questions
about the future of
social justice within

India’s constitutional
framework.
Introduction
The Constitution of

India embodies a trans-
formative vision that
seeks not merely to

establish political
democracy but to
restructure society

along egalitarian lines.
Among its most signifi-
cant provisions in this
regard are the Directive
Principles of State
Policy (DPSPs), partic-
ularly Article 39. This
provision directs the
state to ensure that
material resources are
distributed to subserve
the common good and
that the economic sys-
tem does not result in
the concentration of
wealth and means of
production.

These principles reflect
what scholars have
often termed ‘“constitu-
tional socialism,” a
framework that com-
bines democratic gov-
ernance with commit-

ments to economic
redistribution and
social justice. The

intellectual imprint of
B. R. Ambedkar is evi-
dent here, particularly
his insistence that polit-
ical democracy must be
grounded in social and
economic equality.

However, more than
seven decades after
independence, a critical
question arises: to what
extent has India’s polit-
ical economy aligned
with the normative
vision of Article 39?
This article addresses
this question by exam-
ining  contemporary
patterns of inequality,
labour relations, and
resource distribution.

The Constitutional
Vision: Article 39 in
Context

Article 39 is part of a
broader constitutional
design aimed at achiev-
ing social transforma-

tion through state
action. It mandates
that:

Citizens have adequate
means of livelihood
Material resources be
distributed for the com-
mon good

Wealth concentration
be prevented

Equal pay for equal
work be ensured
Workers and children
be protected from
exploitation

These principles reflect
a clear departure from
laissez-faire liberalism.
Instead, they align
more closely with wel-
fare state models and
socialist thought,
though without endors-
ing revolutionary trans-
formation.

Ambedkar’s economic
ideas, particularly as
articulated in States and
Minorities (1947),
reveal a preference for
state ownership of key
industries and agricul-
ture, alongside consti-
tutional safeguards for
liberty. ' This indicates
that Article 39 was not

Tl IHITT

TTI |

B ™ A _]._

T

CONS

P

TITUTION

O

INDIA

merely rhetorical but
intended as a blueprint
for restructuring eco-
nomic relations.

I11. Intellectual
Foundations:
Socialism, Fabianism,

and Ambedkar

The ideological under-
pinnings of Article 39
are complex and eclec-
tic. While it resonates
with Marxian concerns

SR Darapuri
L.P.S. (Retd)

about class inequality
and capital concentra-
tion, it iS more accu-
rately situated within
the tradition of Fabian
socialism, which influ-
enced leaders like
Jawaharlal Nehru.
Fabianism emphasized
gradual reform, demo-
cratic governance, and
state intervention to

achieve social justice.

Ambedkar’s approach
differed in important
respects. He rejected
both laissez-faire capi-
talism and orthodox
Marxism, arguing
instead for constitu-
tional methods of eco-
nomic transformation. 2
His critique of capital-
ism was rooted not only
in class inequality but
also in its intersection
with caste hierarchy.

Thus, Article 39 repre-
sents a synthesis of:

Socialist concern for
redistribution

Liberal commitment to
rights and democracy
Ambedkarite emphasis
on social justice
Liberalization and
Structural
Transformation of the
Indian Economy

The economic reforms
initiated in 1991
marked a turning point
in India’s political
economy. Policies
associated with liberal-
ization, privatization,
and globalization
(LPG) led to:

Deregulation of indus-
tries

Reduction of state con-
trol

Increased integration
with global markets
While these reforms
accelerated economic
growth, they also
reconfigured the role of
the state—from a direct
provider and redistribu-
tor to a facilitator of
market processes.

Scholars have debated
whether this shift repre-
sents a departure from
constitutional commit-
ments or an adaptation
to global economic
realities. > However, the
distributive conse-
quences of  these
reforms have been pro-
found.

Wealth Concentration
in Contemporary India
Recent empirical stud-
ies indicate that India
has experienced one of
the sharpest increases
in inequality globally.

According to the World
Inequality Lab:

The top 1% holds
approximately 40% of
total wealth

The top 10% controls
nearly 77% of wealth *
Oxfam reports similar-
ly highlight that:

The bottom 50% owns
only about 3% of
wealth

Billionaire wealth has
grown  significantly,
especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic °
These figures suggest a
pattern of extreme con-
centration, directly
contradicting Article
39(c).

(continew page 26)
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Some scholars have
described this phe-
nomenon as a
“Billionaire Raj,”
drawing parallels with
colonial-era
inequalities.® The
concentration of
wealth is not merely
an economic issue but
has implications for
political power and
democratic function-

ing.

Labour Informality
and the Crisis of
Livelihoods

Article 39(a) empha-
sizes the right to ade-
quate livelihood,
while clauses (e) and
(f) call for protection
of workers. However,
labour conditions in
India reveal a stark
gap between constitu-
tional ideals and reali-
ty.

Data from labour sur-
veys indicate that:
Over 80-85% of the
workforce is engaged
in informal employ-
ment’

A majority lack access
to: Social security,
Job  security and
Formal contracts

The rise of the gig
economy has further
intensified precarity,
with workers classi-
fied as “independent

contractors”  rather
than employees. This
undermines labour

protections and shifts
risk onto workers.
Moreover, real wage
growth has stagnated
in several sectors,
particularly in rural
areas. ® This raises
serious questions
about the realization
of “adequate liveli-
hood.”

VII. Unequal Access
to Material Resources
Article 39(b) envi-

sions the equitable
distribution of materi-
al resources.
However, contempo-
rary  patterns  of
resource allocation
reveal significant dis-
parities.

Land Inequality

Land ownership
remains highly
skewed, with a large
proportion of rural
households either
landless or owning
marginal holdings. °
Natural  Resources
and Displacement
Resource extraction—
particularly mining
and infrastructure
development—has led
to large-scale dis-
placement, dispropor-
tionately  affecting
Adivasi communities.
10

Corporate Control
Increasing corporate
participation in sec-
tors such as mining,
telecommunications,
and retail has concen-
trated control over
key resources.

These trends suggest
that the principle of
the “common good”
has been subordinated
to  growth-oriented
and profit-driven con-

siderations.

VIII. Poverty
Reduction and
Unequal Growth
India has achieved

significant reductions
in absolute poverty,
particularly since the
1990s. However, this
has been accompanied
by rising inequality.

This paradox—
growth with inequali-
ty—is a defining fea-
ture of contemporary
India. While GDP has
expanded, the benefits
of growth have been
unevenly distributed.

Oxfam notes that dur-
ing the COVID-19
pandemic:
Billionaire wealth
increased dramatical-
ly

Millions were pushed
into poverty and food
insecurity®

This divergence high-
lights the limitations
of growth-centric
models in achieving
distributive justice.
The Changing Role of
the State

The Indian state has
not retreated entirely
but has undergone a
transformation.

From Redistribution
to Targeting

Earlier policies
emphasized universal
redistribution (e.g.,
public sector employ-
ment, land reforms).
Today, welfare 1is
increasingly:
Targeted, Conditional
and Digitally admin-
istered (e.g., Direct
Benefit Transfers)
Market Facilitation
The state now priori-
tizes: Ease of doing
business, Investment
promotion and
Infrastructure devel-
opment

While these policies
aim to  stimulate
growth, they often do
not address structural

inequality.
Constitutional
Morality and
Democratic
Contradictions
Ambedkar warned

that political democ-
racy cannot survive
without social and
economic democracy.
' His concept of con-
stitutional morality
emphasized adher-
ence to the spirit of
the Constitution, not
merely its formal pro-

visions.

The persistence of
inequality raises con-
cerns about:
Democratic legitima-
cy, Political capture
by economic elites
and Erosion of sub-
stantive equality

In this context, Article
39 serves as a
reminder of  the
Constitution’s trans-
formative aspirations.
Judiciary and the
Directive Principles
Although Directive
Principles are non-
justiciable, the judici-
ary has increasingly
used them to interpret
fundamental rights.

In cases such as
Kesavananda Bharati
v. State of Kerala
(1973), the Supreme
Court emphasized the
importance of balanc-
ing Fundamental
Rights and Directive
Principles. '2
Subsequent jurispru-
dence has expanded
socio-economic rights
under Article 21 (right
to life), incorporating
elements of liveli-
hood, health, and edu-
cation.

However, judicial
interventions  have
been uneven and often
constrained by broad-
er policy frameworks.

XII. Caste, Inequality,
and Structural
Exclusion

Any analysis  of
inequality in India
must account for
caste.

Dalits and Adivasis
remain disproportion-

ately represented
among: The poor,
Landless labourers

and Informal workers

Caste intersects with

class to produce struc-
tural inequality, rein-
forcing Ambedkar’s
critique of both capi-
talism and traditional
social order.

Thus, the failure to
realize Article 39 is
not merely economic
but also social and
structural.

XIII. A Hybrid
Political Economy

India today represents
a hybrid political

economy character-
ized by:
Constitutional com-

mitment to social jus-
tice, Market-driven
economic policies and
Persistent structural
inequalities

This hybridity creates
tensions between nor-
mative ideals and
empirical realities.
XIV. Conclusion

The analysis present-
ed in this article sug-
gests that Article 39
remains largely aspi-
rational in contempo-

rary India.
While the
Constitution envi-

sions a social order
based on equitable
distribution and pre-
vention of wealth con-
centration, actual
developments point
toward increasing
inequality and con-
centration of econom-
1C power.

India’s political econ-
omy today can thus be
described as:

Constitutionally
socialist in aspiration,
but economically
unequal in practice.

The challenge for the
future lies in reconcil-
ing these contradic-
tions—reviving the
transformative poten-
tial of the
Constitution  while
addressing the reali-
ties of a globalized
economy.
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‘It’s power grab, not reform’: Uttarakhand hills

fear

THE ASIAN
INDEPENDENT
UK
The proposed
delimitation  bill,
coupled with the
women’s reservation
bill, is a calculated
attempt to divert
attention during state
elections while lay-
ing the groundwork
for long-term power
consolidation
through a north
Indian  hegemony.
India’s constitution-
making process was
arduous, but it was
guided by leaders
deeply committed to
unity and integrity.
They ensured no
community felt
betrayed, and the
foundation of mod-
ern India was laid on
inclusivity. Any
attempt to alter this
balance must be
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approached  with
caution and respect
for that legacy.

India’s population
has always been both
its strength and its

weakness. States
such as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, and
Madhya  Pradesh,

with higher popula-
tion growth, stand to
gain disproportion-
ately from this exer-
cise.  Meanwhile,
states like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, and
Karnataka, which
successfully imple-
mented family plan-
ning policies, risk
being  penalized.
Rewarding demo-
graphic expansion
while punishing
responsible gover-
nance undermines

Special

the principle of fair-
ness.

The government’s
reliance on propa-
ganda over substance
is evident. With
social media influ-
encers and pliant
newsrooms, it seeks
to shift blame onto
the opposition while
presenting itself as
working for the peo-
ple. In reality, this is
a deliberate attempt
to deepen the north-
south divide, know-
ing that electoral
dominance in the
south remains elu-
sive.

India is not a chess-
board for permanent
rulers. The constitu-
tional journey was
difficult, but it suc-
ceeded in creating an
inclusive nation. Any
delimitation exercise
must involve wide

1 G
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consultation, debate
in state assemblies,
and public participa-
tion. Instead, the
government has pur-
sued secrecy, bypass-
ing opposition and
undermining demo-
cratic norms.
Parliament exists for
debate, yet the bill
was introduced hasti-
ly during assembly
elections in Tamil
Nadu, Kerala,
Assam, and West
Bengal. Linking it to
the already-passed
women’s reservation
bill only raises fur-
ther suspicion.

Delimitation cannot
be reduced to census
figures alone. It must
account for diversity,
regional identities,
and indigenous terri-
tories. The northeast
has already wit-
nessed resentment

marginalization under new delimitation

over demographic
changes, and similar
fears loom else-
where. Uttarakhand
is particularly wul-
nerable. The state
was carved out of
Uttar Pradesh to pro-
tect hill identity, yet
delimitation based
solely on population
would reduce hill
communities to a
minority in their own
state. Representation
would shift to the
plains—Haridwar,
Dehradun, Udham
Singh Nagar—while
the Himalayan dis-
tricts lose voice. This
defeats the very idea
of a hill state meant
to safeguard its peo-
ple and culture.

Leaders must
reflect carefully.
Representation  i1s
vital, but states
should not be pun-
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ished for reducing
population growth,
nor should those that
failed in family plan-
ning be rewarded.

Diversity, regional
variation, and mar-
ginalized voices
must be central to
any exercise. A hur-
ried, census-driven
delimitation  risks
altering the identity
of entire states, as
Uttarakhand’s hill
communities rightly
fear. What is needed
1S restraint, consulta-
tion, and debate
across assemblies
and public forums.
Rushing such a bill
serves no public pur-
pose and threatens
the inclusive spirit of
India’s constitutional
foundation.

By Vidya
Bhushan Rawat*
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Cashing In on Desperation: How Rogue Legal
Advisers Are Selling Fake Gay Asylum Claims

This article is based on findings from the BBC's undercover investigation published April 2025, and Home Office data.
v

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Every year, thousands of migrants from
Pakistan and Bangladesh arrive in the
UK on student, work, or tourist visas.
Most come legally, intend to follow the
rules, and do exactly that. But for those
whose visas are nearing expiry and who
fear having to return home, a shadow
industry has emerged — one that prom-
ises a way to stay, for a price.

The scheme is cynical in its simplicity.
Rogue immigration advisers and unreg-
ulated law firms approach vulnerable
migrants and offer them a lifeline:
claim asylum on the grounds that you
are gay. In Pakistan and Bangladesh,
homosexuality is a criminal offence.
Under UK law, a person who would
face genuine persecution for their sexu-
ality has a legal right to protection.
These advisers have turned that human-
itarian protection into a product.

The Money

The fees are substantial. One firm was
caught charging up to £7,000 to file a
fabricated asylum claim, reassuring
clients that the chance of rejection was
“very low.” Others offered the service
for £1,500, with a  further
£2,000—£3,000 on top to manufacture
fake evidence — staged photographs at
gay clubs, forged letters of support,
misleading medical reports, and even
false witnesses willing to claim they
had been in a sexual relationship with
the applicant.

One adviser boasted she had spent over
17 years running bogus claims. The
operation is organised, experienced,
and profitable. For these firms, desper-
ate migrants are simply a revenue
stream.

Why Pakistan and Bangladesh?

The targeting of Pakistani and
Bangladeshi nationals is not accidental.
Both countries criminalise homosexual-
ity, which makes them ideal candidates
under UK asylum law — any gay per-
son returning there faces a credible risk
of persecution. Advisers exploit this
legal reality by coaching migrants to
adopt a false identity, building a fake
backstory, and walking them through
the asylum interview process step by
step.

The statistics reflect how widespread
the fraud has become. Pakistani nation-
als made up 42% of all sexuality-based
asylum claims in the UK in 2023,
despite accounting for just 6% of total

Special

asylum seekers. That disproportion is
not explained by demographics. It is
explained by a coordinated racket.

A System That Makes It Easy

The advisers know something impor-
tant: sexuality is almost impossible to
disprove. There is no test,
no document, no definitive
proof either way. As one
adviser told an undercover
BBC reporter: “There is no
check-up to find out if the
person is a gay. The main
thing is what you say.” The
asylum interview relies
heavily on oral testimony,
and applicants are coached
exhaustively on what to
say and how to say it con-
vincingly.

The system also has few
consequences for failure. If
a claim is rejected, it can be appealed.
Advisers know the Home Office’s own
quality checks are poor — only 52% of
decisions were passing internal reviews
— meaning even rejected claims have a
good chance of being overturned in the
courts. The risk of a fraudulent claim
being prosecuted as a criminal offence
is, in practice, very low.

Who Gets Hurt

It is worth being clear about who the
real victims are. The migrants paying
£7,000 for a fraudulent claim are taking

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics
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a serious legal risk — making a decep-
tive asylum application is a criminal
offence carrying the threat of removal
from the UK. Many are being exploited
by advisers who pocket the money
regardless of the outcome.

But the deeper damage is
done to genuine
claimants. There are real
gay men and women from
+ Pakistan and Bangladesh
— and from Nigeria,
Afghanistan, and many
other countries — who
fled because their lives
were genuinely in danger.
Their claims now exist in
an atmosphere of suspi-
cion and mass fraud.
Every fake claim makes it
harder to believe a real
one. The humanitarian
protection that exists for a serious pur-
pose is being hollowed out by people
who see it only as a business opportuni-

ty.

What Needs to Change

The government has introduced new
powers to fine and immediately sus-
pend rogue advisers, and a dedicated
team now works to disrupt professional
enablers of immigration fraud. These
are welcome steps, but they are late and
incomplete. Advisers who are banned
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from practice have been able to contin-
ue operating under “supervision” — a
loophole that is only now being closed.
The core problem remains: a legal pro-
tection that cannot be easily verified,
combined with a backlogged and error-
prone decision-making system, and a
network of unscrupulous firms that
know exactly how to exploit both. Until
the system can reliably distinguish a
genuine claim from a coached perform-
ance, the market for fake asylum identi-
ties will remain open for business.
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A new tool to increase Hate
Politics: ‘Pigs as Pets’

(Asian independent) “In Delhi’s
Tri Nagar, some Hindu families
appear to have embraced a new
form of devotion and a way to
deter Muslim neighbours — pigs.
The animals are kept in cages at
homes, while the walls display
posters of a powerful, pig-faced
deity adorned in jewellery, much
like other gods. “ This is happen-
ing in the locality near the Muslim
locality. The Pigs in the cage are
named Abdul or Rahman or some
such name and when any Muslim
passes by these words are shouted
loudly. Parallel to this is the well
decorated, adorned with arma-
ments picture of Lord Varaha, sup-
posed to be the third reincarnation
of Lord Vishnu. While some claim
that this trend has started from a
year ago, others hold that this is
just a few months old phenome-
non. The dislike of Muslims for
pigs is well known and this is a
method to provoke Muslims in
some way. Such techniques are
usually applied as a prelude to cre-
ating the walls of hatred amongst
the communities.

One does not know whose fertile
and hateful imagination has started
this trend, one does not know
whether this is restricted to only
one locality in Delhi, but surely
the danger of that this, one more
divisive tool will be picked up in
more places adding to the arma-
mentarium of those who benefit
from spreading hate and thereby
violence. Interestingly,
Islamophobia has become a domi-
nant global phenomenon after
9/11, propagated by the US media
by coining the phrase Islamic ter-
rorism. So, it was eye opening and
interesting to find that a similar
thing took place in New York, in
front of the House of its mayor
Zohran Mamdani. “Last month,

MAGA supporters in New York
organised a pig roast in front of
Muslim mayor Zohran Mamdani’s
office. But the funniest part about
such incidents remains that they’re
is based on a misunderstanding
rooted in ignorance. Hindus and
Christians can eat all the pork they
want and keep pigs as pets—that
does not bother Muslims.*

In the last few years pig was not
much of a pretext, it was cow
which dominated the scene. The
pig was used as an instrument for

Ram Punyani

communal politics during the free-
dom struggle by the communal
forces. That time pig and cow both
were in the forefront as the pretext
of instigating violence. One recalls
the outstanding mini serial
‘Tamas’ by Govind Nihalani, based
on the award-winning book by
Bhishm Shaani. In this story
Nathu, an outcaste is given some
money by the Muslim politician to
kill a pig and put it in the mosque.
The communal politician is very
clear that this will lead to the vio-
lence, increasing his social -politi-
cal stature.

In recent times there have been
scattered incidents in which beef
was kept in the temples to instigate
the violence. In most of the cases it
was Bajrang Dal activists who had
kept the beef. “Four people includ-

ing Moradabad district president of
Bajrang Dal Monu Bishnoi have
been arrested by the Uttar Pradesh
Police for slaughtering a cow and
trying to implicate a Muslim man
in a false case. They have also
been accused of conspiring against
the police.” Lot of cases of vigi-
lante groups have been arrested for
attacking those carrying cattle.
There is a big chain of such vigi-
lante groups making merry in the
name of opposing cow slaughter.

As such the cow related violence
has led to the emergence of a phe-
nomenon of lynching. There are
horrific cases and over 100 lynch-
ing has taken place during last 10
years. Starting from Pehlu Khan in
Dadri the intensity of lynching has
been reaching very horrific propor-
tions. All these cases are heart
wrenching. One of Junaid is partic-
ularly very disturbing. “l16-year-
old boy Junaid Khan along with his
brother was riding on a train. He
was asked to provide a seat by an
elderly man which he immediately
did. But subsequently a crowd of
25 men surrounded him and began

chanting “beefeaters” and
“Pakistani”.9 Junaid was stabbed
and died.”

What one is disturbed about is how
the communal forces devise new
mechanisms to create hatred after
which violone follows. A lot has
been written on Hate speech by
those indulging in communal poli-
tics. While right from P.M. down-
wards new hate slogans are floated
and passed downward, the foot sol-
diers of these tendencies take it
further down and make the life of
Hindus and Muslim communities
more miserable as after this they
cannot live in the neighbourhood.
They are more troubled after such
incidents. The famous one from
PM like ‘Hum do, Hamare do’ (we

two ours two), to they can be
recognised by their clothes. From
Adityanath’s batenge to Katenge
(If we (Hindus) are divided) we
will be killed) are supplemented by
equally dangerous one’s from the
likes of Akbaruddin Owaisi, who
had said that if police is withdrawn
for even 15 minutes the Muslims
will show their real might. “In a
highly controversial speech deliv-
ered in Adilabad in December
2012, AIMIM leader Akbaruddin
Owaisi remarked that if the police
were removed for 15 minutes, his
community (referring to “25 crore
Muslims”) would demonstrate
their strength against “100 crore”
Hindus.”

The most disturbing aspect of pres-
ent introduction of Pig (Varaha) in
the political battle ground of com-
munalism is the capacity of the
divisive forces to introduce newer
mechanisms into their politics. The
intercommunity closeness which
was hallmark of our culture of
Ganga jamuni tehzeeb (Syncretic
culture) is going down for a toss.
This pig element will ensure that
Hindus and Muslims can’t even
live in the neighbourhood. Already
Muslims are being forced into liv-
ing in ghettos; with the pig ele-
ments coming in; being introduced
by tis new social engineering now
he partitions between the commu-
nities (Hindus-Muslims)  will
become wider unless we nip it in
the bud, unless we ensure that the
artificially introduced adoption of
pigs by Hindus is not discouraged.
People are free to choose their pets
and Gods so far, they don’t cross
the limits to humiliate the other
community. Just a reminder Lord
Varaha had come as a saviour, the
adoption of pigs in the present
manner will have negative impli-
cations.
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A comparative study of the thoughts of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh

Research Paper :- Comparative study of the thoughts of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK that the welfare of
Article Summary : Dr. Scheduled Castes was guar-

rule while the rest struggled
for their basic needs. “This

Bhimrao Ambedkar (14
April 1891 — 6 December
1956)

Dr. Ambedkar’s identity as
the architect of India’s
Constitution and the messi-
ah of Dalits is well known.
Limiting Dr. Ambedkar to
this would be an injustice to

his great personality.
Bhagat Singh (28
September 1907 — 23
March 1931)

Bhagat Singh was recog-
nized as a revolutionary,
patriot, and freedom fighter.
He was also a great thinker.
In his writings and prison
diary, Bhagat  Singh
expressed his thoughts with
great responsibility and
maturity.

In his research paper, the
researcher has attempted to
make a comparative study
of the thinking of Dr.
Ambedkar and Bhagat
Singh.

Key words :- craftsman,
architect, caste system,
caste abolition, hypocrisy,
superstition, revolutionary,
guide

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
was born on April 14, 1891,
into a military family of the
Mahar caste in the village of
Mhow, Madhya Pradesh.
His father’s name was
Ramyji Rao Maloji
Ambedkar and his mother’s
name was Bhimabai. Dr.
Ambedkar’s entire life was
filled with struggle and
humiliation. Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar , the architect of
India’s Constitution, is held
in high esteem among the
world’s greatest scholars
and social reformers. The
British ruled India for only
250 years, but the exploita-
tion of Dalits , the
oppressed, and women had
been prevalent for cen-
turies. Everyone was con-
cerned about freedom from

the British , but neither then
nor today was anyone con-
cerned about the upliftment
of the Dalits, the exploited ,
and the vulnerable, back-
ward classes of society .

According to the caste sys-
tem prevalent in Indian
society, Dr. Ambedkar was
born into the fourth caste.
Dr. Ambedkar understood
the importance of education
and set an example for the
world in the field of educa-
tion. Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar wrote extensive-
ly on 64 topics during his
lifetime. Dr. Ambedkar
believed that the evils
prevalent in society could
only be eradicated through
education. Dr. Ambedkar
believed that ““ Education is
the milk of a lioness; who-
ever drinks it will roar .”
Ambedkar  was  the
Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Indian
Constituent Assembly , the
architect of the Indian
Constitution , a renowned
lawyer , economist , social
reformer , independent and
fearless journalist , a book-
worm , a politician , the first
Law Minister of independ-
ent India , a social revolu-
tionary , a pioneer , and a
source of inspiration for
every struggler.

\
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Bhagat  Singh  (born
September 28, 1907) was
16 years younger than Dr.
Ambedkar . He was born
into a respectable farming
family. He did not suffer the
brunt of the caste system
that Dr. Ambedkar faced,
but he endured torture in
prison for his active partici-
pation in the revolutionary
movement. Three genera-
tions of Bhagat Singh’s
family were active in the
freedom struggle.
Therefore, Bhagat Singh’s
family situation was quite
chaotic. Bhagat Singh’s
father, Sardar Kishan Singh,
was frequently in and out of
jail. Bhagat Singh’s uncle,
Sardar Ajit Singh, spent 38
years toiling abroad for the
country’s independence.
Bhagat Singh’s younger
uncle, Sardar Swaran
Singh, endured the tortures
of prison and was martyred
at the age of 23. Distressed
by his family circumstances
and Gandhiji’s non-violent
policies, Bhagat Singh
became a member of the
active revolutionary group.
To limit Bhagat Singh to
just a freedom fighter and
revolutionary would be an
injustice to his multifaceted
personality.

Bhagat Singh was also very
fond of reading and writing,

Bhagat Singh writes in his
article “Why am I an atheist
?” “Till this time ( end of
1926 ) I was only a ‘ roman-
tic idealistic revolutionary °
. Till now we had followed
others. Now the time had
come to take responsibility
on my own shoulders. The
call of ‘study’ was echoing
in the corridors of my mind
— study to be able to face the
arguments put forward by
the opponents.” Even when
the jail authorities came to
take Bhagat Singh for hang-
ing, Bhagat Singh was read-
ing the biography of Lenin.
Ideological similarity
between Dr. Ambedkar and
Bhagat Singh.

Thoughts on freedom: —

Dr Ambedkar believed that
social reform was essential
alongside independence
and cooperated with the
British in pursuing social
reforms. On July 28, 1928,
Dr Ambedkar enacted a law
providing for maternity
leave. Ambedkar was a
strong advocate of provid-
ing strong legal protection
to the Scheduled Castes. He
was the sole representative
of Dalits at all three Round
Table Conferences in
London, where he demand-
ed separate electorates for
Dalits. It is no surprise that
Ambedkar later ensured

anteed in the 1949 Indian
Constitution,  including
reservations in legislative,
employment, and educa-
tional sectors. According to
Dr. Ambedkar , freedom
goes beyond just political
independence , but also
includes social , economic,
and cultural freedom |,
ensuring equal rights and
opportunities for all . Dr.
Ambedkar was the first to
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participate in all three
Round Table Conferences
and demanded separate rep-
resentation for Dalits. He
also demanded fixed work-
ing hours for labourers ,and
workers.

Bhagat Singh writes in his
essay ~ Message to the
Nation, ” “Attaining inde-
pendence is our first objec-
tive, but the ultimate goal is
freedom from all forms of
exploitation.” Bhagat Singh
wondered if the rights
Indians would receive after
independence would be the
same for ordinary citizens
as for the country’s power-
ful class. “Will this be
India’s independence ? ” he
asked. “Will this simply be
a transfer of power?”
Bhagat Singh believed that
independence was mean-
ingless, implying that a
handful of people would

would be a political transfer,
not true independence.”

Economic Considerations:

Dr Ambedkar was a world-
renowned economist. He
advocated for both econom-
ic and social equality, along
with political equality.
Based on his ideas present-
ed with evidence before
Hilton Young in his books ”’
The Problem of the Rupee —
Its Origin and Impact” and
” History of Indian
Currency and Banking, ” in
1935, the Reserve Bank of
India was established on
April 1, 1935. A provincial
finance commission was
established in British India.
In 1945, he paved the way
for water policy and eco-
nomic policies for the coun-
try’s industrialisation, river
linking, such as the Hirakud
Dam , the Damodar Valley
Project , the Son River
Valley Project , the National
Waterways , and the Central
Water and Power Authority.
He proposed implementing
large dam technologies in
India.

Bhagat Singh was influ-
enced by Marxism. Karl
Marx and Lenin had such a
profound influence on him
that he began to consider
capitalism the greatest
enemy of humanity. Bhagat
Singh called capitalists
demons .” Bhagat Singh
was a staunch opponent of
capitalism and a supporter
of the working class and
peasantry. The bomb that
Bhagat Singh threw in the
Assembly was also thrown
in the interests of the work-
ing class because he did not
want the anti-labour bill to
be passed. In his prison
diary, Bhagat Singh dis
(continew page 31)
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cusses child labour, beggary, the
helpless, and the oppression of
taxes. In his article, Bhagat Singh
praises William Digby, who made
important suggestions regarding
economic reform in India.

Social Thought: —

Dr Ambedkar was strongly against
the caste system prevalent in socie-
ty. He always faced scorn due to his
birth in a lower caste. He felt that
even after attaining higher educa-
tion, he did not receive respect
because the caste system was
deeply rooted in our society. He
wanted to eradicate it. Mahatma
Gandhi, opposing untouchability,
referred to Dalits as ” Harijans .”
After independence, the National
Scheduled Caste Commission
declared the term “Dalit” unconsti-
tutional. Dr. Ambedkar was a social
reformer and a pioneer of women’s
empowerment . Dr. Ambedkar’s
world-famous book on casteism
and the caste system is
“Annihilation of Caste ” (1937).
His other books on casteism and
the caste system include ”” Castes in
India and Their Mechanization
(1916)”, ” Mr. Gandhi and the
Emancipation of the Untouchables
” (1942), and ” What Did the
Congress and Gandhi Do for the
Untouchables 7’ (1945) and © Who
and How are Untouchables ?’
(1948) are the main ones .
According to Dr. Ambedkar, °
untouchability is worse than slav-
ery .” He considered untouchability,
caused by casteism and the varna
system, to be narrow, inhuman,
unscientific , immoral , and divi-
sive. Dr. Ambedkar attempted to
abolish the caste system through
constitutional means by enshrining
the right to equality in the
Constitution.

Bhagat Singh also opposed the
caste system in his article ” The
Question of the Untouchables . ”” In

1923 , at the Congress session in

Kakinada , Mohammad Ali Jinnah
suggested in his presidential
address that the Scheduled Castes,
now called untouchables, be divid-
ed between Hindu and Muslim
missionary institutions . Six crore
out of 30 crore Hindus and
Muslims were willing to contribute
money to solidify class distinctions.
They are untouchables, if they take
out water from the well, the well
will become impure, these ques-
tions are being asked in the twenti-
eth century, which make one feel
ashamed to hear them, Bhagat
Singh further writes a Dog Nisha :
One can roam in the kitchen but
even the shadow of a Dalit makes
one impure. Bhagat Singh believed
that God created all humans equal,
what right do we have to discrimi-
nate among them? We believe in
God, but we don’t follow the rules
He has set. Bhagat Singh couldn’t
bear to see the country’s independ-
ence, and through his writings and
actions, he attempted to eradicate
the caste system. Bhagat Singh left
behind a message to end the caste
system.

Thoughts on religion : People have
given different names to religion
based on their sect . Based on these
names, there are 8 religions found
m India: Hindu , Muslim , Sikh ,
Christian , Jain , Buddhist , Parsi
etc. According to the 2011 census,
the figures of different religions in
India are as follows: Hindu —
79.80% (96.62 crore ), Muslim —
14.23% (17.22 crore ), Christian —
2.30% (2.78 crore ), Sikh — 1.72%
(2.08 crore ), Buddhist — 0.70%
(84.43 lakh ), Jain — 0.37% (44.52
lakh ), Other religions — 0.66%
(79.38 lakh ). The common senti-
ment in all religions is human wel-
fare. There is an almighty God
whom people know by different
names , and according to the per-
son, he has created the universe .

The reahty 1s that this God did not

create religions . He did not dis-
criminate in any way in the creation
of the universe.

Dr. Ambedkar opposed the
hypocrisy and superstition prac-
ticed in the name of religion. He
believed that religion makes a per-
son devoid of action. Dr. Ambedkar
did not reject religion; if he were
against religion, he would not have
adopted Buddhism. He was
opposed to the negative aspects of
religion. On October 13, 1935,
Ambedkar made a declaration stat-
ing his decision to leave Hinduism
. Dr. Ambedkar said , “I prefer a
religion that teaches liberty, equali-
ty, and fraternity, because three
things are essential for a person’s
development: compassion , equali-
ty, and liberty . Religion is for man,
not man for religion. ” According to
him, Hinduism lacked all three due
to the caste system .

In his article “Why I Am an
Atheist,” Bhagat Singh expresses
his views on the hypocrisy and
superstition of religion. He began a
series of articles on ”” Anarchism, ”’
in which he stated that all religions
are acceptable in a positive sense. A
religion that spreads hatred and
divides people should be rejected
outright. The fundamental tenets of
all religions are truthfulness, non-
stealing, and service to others. In
this sense, all religions are accept-
able. According to Bhagat Singh’s
thinking, religion and God are like
ghosts . He further wrote , “The
mere mention of a ghost frightens
people; therefore, religion and God
exist to frighten people. Because of
the rebellion against these ghosts in
Europe, they are now considered
the ruling class of Europe.” Bhagat
Singh writes that our conservative
views are destroying us, and we are
trapped in the lamentations of the
soul and the divine in our quest for
God.

Relation with Gandhl_]l —

There was a difference in the views
of Dr. Ambedkar and Gandhiji.
While Gandhiji supported the caste
system, Ambedkar was against it .
Gandhiji did not support women
learning the English language, E
whereas Ambedkar was in favor of E
giving all kinds of rights to women.
Gandhiji was of a purely religious
nature. Ambedkar completely
rejected the negative aspect of reli-
gion. The Poona Pact was signed
between Mahatma Gandhi and Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar on 24
September 1932, because Gandhiji
had fasted unto death against the
British government’s decision of E
separate electorates ( Communal
Award ) for Dalits , and Ambedkar
signed this agreement to ensure
better representation for Dalits .
Bhagat Singh actively participated
in the revolutionary movement,
contrary to Gandhiji’s non-violent
policies. He participated in violent
activities. Bhagat Singh frequently
criticized Gandhiji in his writings.
Bhagat Singh wrote that Gandhiji
promoted religious fanaticism by
supporting the Khilafat Movement.
conclusion

Although the views of Dr
Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh may
not have aligned with Gandhiji, this
was a difference of opinion , not a
difference of heart. Both respected
Gandhiji and acknowledged the
importance of his role in the nation-
al movement. Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar and Shaheed — e —
Azam Bhagat Singh are precious
gems of this country whose loss
can never be compensated.
Whenever voices are raised against
injustice in this country, Dr.
Ambedkar and Bhagat Singh will
continue to inspire everyone . We
salute such great personalities .
Finally, I would like to express my
gratitude to my guide Dr. Ramji Lal
under whose guidance this article

was completed
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AMBEDKAR INTERNATIGNAL MISSION, LONDON

.~ Pays Homage to
THE GREAT DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
On the occasion of his 135" Birth Anniversary

() Sunday, 10th May, 2026 (D From 2 pm (sharp) until 6 pm
¢ At EiImhurst School, Llptnn Park Road, London, E7 8JY

Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State (Department for Work and F‘ensmns}
will be in attendance from 3 pm

The Indian Hign Commission, the Mayor of Newham, and Im::al dlgnltaﬁes
are invited

HONORARY GUEST

Gaurav J. Pathania is Assistant Professor of Sociology &
Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University, Virginia.
He is an Ambedkar'ite scholar, activist, poet and

a community organiser in the USA.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE

Special tributes will be paid to Mr. Prem Chand Mann, Mr. Hari Ram Leal and
Mr. Gurdial Chand Banger, who all passed away recently. A great loss to the Mission.

All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives
¢

Cultural Entertainment
Bhai Tejinder Singh Lallianwale and Giani Onkar Singh
Speeches a_m:l Poetry

¢
Lunch (Langar) will be strictly served between 12 noon - 1:30 pm only

Mr. Prem Chand Mann's family will provide Langar in honour, respect
and in memory of Mr. Prem Chand Mann. :
@ Transport and Parking : PN

a'Tal
» Nearest Underground: Upton Park, District,  YasY,
Hammersmith and City lines.

» The venue is 10 minutes’ walk from Upton Park © Contact:
Underground Station

?» Free parking at Eimhurst Primary School Tel. 07751-668926




