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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: -
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, Flastering, skimming,
ACCEsEOFiES Switches, Lamps, Brick Waork
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Slabs Lying'.
showers, Toilets el Washing machines, Drive Ways,
Cookers, Alarms, Rool maintenance
Mount Bl
TV on walls, etc.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc.

Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
07488841161
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Jai Bheem

11-4-1827
You are requested to attend the
Vishal Chetna March
On Saturday 11th April 2026
Start 11:00 a.m.

from Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Model School
Moh. Guru Ravidasspur, Mehatpur Road, Nakodar

Dr. Ambedkar Ji & Mahatma Jyotirao Phule Ji

Birth Anniversary
& Annual Prize Distribution Function

On Tuesday 14th April 2026
10:00 a.m.
at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Model School, Nakodar

Chief Guest Presided By

Dr. Rajinder Kumar Kaul Mr. Banta Ram Jakhu
M.B.B.S Smt. Satyva Devi Jakhu

Retd. S.M.O Canada
Organised by
Dr. Ambedkar Memorial Committee Regd.
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Model School

Mohalla Guru Ravidasspur, Nakodar
President (M : 75298 06701), Chairman (M : 98555-49507)
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QUALITY DAY
CELEBRE\TION

Honouring Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

On His Birth Anniversanry

B4 DATE: 14 April
) TIME: 5:30PM — 7:30 PM

[ "

'°' VENUE: [Coventry Council | louse, -

. = !

- A
-J I t

= Join Us for an Inspiring Evening of:

Inspiring Speeches J s Live Singing Performances
- e : £ ' - " 4 - .
&k Classical & Cultural Dance r! thlall[}' Award C eremony

€9 Community Reflection

Special Mentions:
‘_f Address by Lord Mayor
= Distinguished Guests & Community Leaders

B Celebrating Equality in Action

— THEME —
“Educate « Agitate - Organize”

Let's come together to reflect, celebrate, and commit

tO :‘111|."||EI\.' iNn action.

=S W Be Part of the Change
EOUALITY . : ; :
T Leave with one action for t:'quallt_‘i.'
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Caste, Civiisation, Contradiction:

(Asian independent)
Savarkarite and Ambedkarite posi-
tions are totally incompatible
despite shared concerns.

% Attempts to absorb Ambedkar
into the Hindutva fold are intellec-
tually dishonest and undermine its
coherence.

% He diagnosed caste as an essen-
tial feature of Hinduism and called
for its destruction. Savarkar,
instead, saw it as a historical aber-
ration. No sleight of hand can
paper over this foundational differ-
ence.

The ongoing discourse about the
reconciliation between
Ambedkarite and Savarkarite posi-
tions within the broader Hindutva
movement was long overdue.
There has been a tendency on the
Right to incorporate Ambedkar and
his philosophies into the ecosys-
tem, primarily for electoral gains.
This Hindutva-isation of Ambedkar,
however, harms Hindutva in a sub-
tle yet devastating way.

| came across an article written by
Mr Aravindan Neelakandan, which
attempted to harmonise
Ambedkarite philosophies into the
broader Hindutva movement, and
was stunned to read that the author
referred to Ambedkar as a ‘civilisa-
tional surgeon’. This particular
framing of Ambedkar is especially
problematic, as it does more harm
to the Hindutva movement than
Hindutva does to Ambedkarism.
There are very clear fundamental
differences between the
Ambedkarite and Savarkarite posi-
tions. These are two distinct world-
views, with two different premises
and thus two different approaches
to society. Whilst one can find com-
monality in the problems pointed
out by both of them, it is very obvi-
ous that their perspectives,
methodologies and diagnoses were
totally distinct. These differences
shape the most fundamental
aspects of their ideologies, render-
ing the two totally incompatible
despite shared concerns.

The Ambedkarite Diagnosis: Caste
as the Essence of Hinduism

Let us start with the contentious
topic of caste.

Ambedkar’s position is that caste is
an essential and fundamental fea-
ture of Hinduism. For Ambedkar,
there is no Hinduism without
casteism, and vice versa.
Ambedkar has repeatedly argued
across most of his works that Hindu
society itself is a myth. For him,
there was no ‘Hindu society’ but
rather a collection of unequal
castes, each interacting with the
other based on the principles of
graded inequality. In Annihilation of
Caste, he states:

Indeed, the ideal Hindu must be
like a rat living in his own hole,
refusing to have any contact with
others. There is an utter lack
among the Hindus of what the soci-
ologists call ‘consciousness of
kind’. There is no Hindu conscious-
ness of any kind. In every Hindu,
the consciousness that exists is the
consciousness of his caste. That is
the reason why the Hindus cannot
be said to form a society or a
nation.

Ambedkar’s socio-political philoso-
phy begins with the fundamental
diagnosis that the rigid birth-based
caste system is the foundational
backbone of Hindu society. It is
neither an accidental corruption
nor a degradation of the
Varnashrama, but an intrinsically
embedded concept granted divine
justification through scriptures, rit-

ual practices and historical institu-
tions, forming a coherent moral and
social order that fully legitimises
inequality.

For the annihilation of caste, there-
fore, the annihilation of Hinduism
becomes necessary. In Annihilation
of Caste, he states:

But whether the doing of the deed
takes time or whether it can be
done quickly, you must not forget
that if you wish to bring about a
breach in the system, then you
have got to apply the dynamite to
the Vedas and the shastras, which
deny any part to reason; to the
Vedas and shastras, which deny
any part to morality. You must
destroy the religion of the shrutis
and the smritis. Nothing else will
avail. This is my considered view of
the matter. What is this Hindu reli-
gion? Is it a set of principles, or is
it a code of rules? Now the Hindu
religion, as contained in the Vedas
and the Smritis, is nothing but a
mass of sacrificial, social, political,
and sanitary rules and regulations,
all mixed up. What is called religion
by the Hindus is nothing but a mul-
titude of commands and prohibi-
tions. | have, therefore, no hesita-
tion in saying that such a religion
must be destroyed, and | say there
is nothing irreligious in working for
the destruction of such a religion.
Indeed, | hold that it is your bound-
en duty to tear off the mask, to
remove the misrepresentation that
is caused by misnaming this law as
religion.

The Ambedkarite view of Hinduism
thus reflects a deep scepticism
about the prospects of internal
reform, combined with a belief that
only a total civilisational rejection
of the Hindu shrutis—the Shruti
corpus comprising the four Vedas
along with their associated
Brahmanas,  Aranyakas and
Upanishads—could create the nec-
essary social rupture to annihilate
caste.

The logical conclusion of such a
conception of Hinduism was not
reform but withdrawal. Since,
according to Ambedkar, caste hier-
archy was embedded into
Hinduism, emancipation meant
rejecting Hinduism at the core. This
philosophical trajectory reached its
logical end on 14 October 1956,
when Ambedkar led a mass con-
version ceremony in Nagpur, offi-
cially embracing Buddhism whilst
simultaneously rejecting Hinduism.
At the time, however, this move
was hardly a surprise. About two
decades earlier, Ambedkar had
famously declared at the Yeola
conference: “lI was born a Hindu,
but | will not die a Hindu.”

In this mass conversion ceremony,
Ambedkar also introduced the '22
Vows’ to be taken by all his follow-
ers, which explicitly called for a
rejection of belief in Brahma,
Vishnu, Shiva, Rama, Krishna,
Ganesha and Gauri. The vows also
call for a total rejection of Hinduism
and Hindu thought. Vow 19 reads:
‘I renounce Hinduism, which is
harmful to humanity and impedes
the advancement and development
of humanity, and adopt Buddhism
as my religion.”

This declaration was not a mere
theological disagreement with
Hinduism. It was a normative
judgement on Hindu civilisation
itself, portraying it as ethically defi-
cient and structurally incapable of
reform and progress.

This conception of Buddhism, pop-
ularly known as Navayana
Buddhism, was not an ancient
revival of the Dhamma of the
Buddha but a new moral and politi-
cal project explicitly defined as a
sincere opposition to Hinduism.

Special
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Navayana Buddhism was not
meant to be a parallel spiritual tra-
dition harmoniously co-existing
with Hinduism but a rival political
project meant to disrupt and
replace it.

Ambedkar expressed this belief in
unmistakable terms when he said
that he believed his followers
would sacrifice everything to
‘establish Buddhism in India’. In
this sense, Ambedkar’s conversion
movement represented a deliber-
ate attempt to construct a post-

Sameer Prashanth Rao

Hindu framework, grounded in the
principles he believed Hindu civili-
sation could never provide.

The Savarkarite Diagnosis: Caste
as a Historical Aberration

Having examined Ambedkar’s diag-
nosis of the caste system as an
essential feature of Hinduism, the
contrast with the Savarkarite posi-
tion becomes impossible to ignore.
For if caste is understood as intrin-
sic to Hinduism, emancipation from
the caste system necessarily
means a total rejection of
Hinduism. But if the rigid birth-
based caste system is understood
as a historical degeneration of an
earlier dharmic and just ideal, the
possibility of reform opens up. It is
precisely on this foundational
question that Savarkar and
Ambedkar diverge.

For Savarkar, caste was not a con-
stitutive feature of Hinduism but
rather a social aberration that had
emerged from the wrongful under-
standing, misinterpretation and
social stagnation of the principles
laid out in the Vedas. Unlike
Ambedkar, Savarkar believed in
the concept of a unified Hindu
nation that was being held back by
caste. In Essentials of Hindutva,
Savarkar writes:

The activities of so intrepid a peo-
ple as the Sindhus or Hindus could
no longer be kept cooped or cab-
ined within the narrow compass of
the Panchanad or the Punjab. The
vast and fertile plains farther off
stood out, inviting the efforts of
some strong and vigorous race.
Tribe after tribe of the Hindus
issued forth from the land of their
nursery, and led by the conscious-
ness of a great mission and their
Sacrificial Fire that was the symbol
thereof, they soon reclaimed the
vast, waste and but very thinly pop-
ulated lands. Forests were felled,
agriculture flourished, cities rose,
kingdoms thrived — the touch of
the human hand changed the
whole face of the wild and unkempt
nature... The day when the Horse
of Victory returned to Ayodhya
unchallenged and unchallenge-
able, the great white Umbrella of
Sovereignty was unfurled over that
Imperial throne of Ramchandra, the
brave, Ramchandra the good, and
a loving allegiance to him was
sworn, not only by the Princes of
Aryan blood but Hanuman,
Sugriva, Bibhishana from the south
— that day was the real birth-day of
our Hindu people. It was truly our

national day: for Aryans and
Anaryans, knitting themselves into
a people, were born as a nation.
This singular excerpt stands in
direct opposition to the
Ambedkarite view of Hindu society
as a collection of unequal castes.
Savarkar envisions the Hindu
nation—divided by tribe and race,
but united by a dharmic spirit—
whilst Ambedkar recognises no
such intrinsic unity.

Savarkar continues:

And no word can give full expres-
sion to this racial unity of our peo-
ple as the epithet, Hindu, does.
Some of us were Aryans and some
Anaryans... We feel we are a jati, a
race bound together by the dearest
ties of blood and therefore it must
be so. After all there is throughout
this world so far as man is con-
cerned but a single race — the
human race kept alive by one com-
mon blood, the human blood. All
other talk is at best provisional, a
makeshift and only relatively true.
Nature is constantly trying to over-
throw the artificial barriers you
raise between race and race. To try
to prevent the commingling of
blood is to build on sand. Sexual
attraction has proved more power-
ful than all the commands of all the
prophets put together. Even as it is,
not even the aborigines of the
Andamans are without some sprin-
kling of the so-called Aryan blood
in their veins and vice versa. Truly
speaking all that any one of us can
claim, all that history entitles one to
claim, is that one has the blood of
all mankind in one’s veins. The fun-
damental unity of man from pole to
pole is true, all else only relatively
SO.

As one can observe, Savarkar
undoubtedly believed in the funda-
mental unity of Hinduism. For him,
the Hindu nation was a unified his-
torical and cultural wunit that
allowed a huge diversity of thought
within it. Despite the many differ-
ences that may exist at the surface
level—in dress, language and
dietary habits—Savarkar main-
tained that from the earliest begin-
nings of our Bharatavarsha, every
single tribe and race in our subcon-
tinent had been deeply integrated
into the larger Hindu ethos, whilst
allowing each tribe to maintain its
own autonomy and customs.

In this view, inter-caste marriages
were noble and honourable within
the Hindu fold. Savarkar doubled
down on this in Essentials of
Hindutva:

The word jati, derived from the root
Jan to produce, means a brother-
hood, a race determined by a com-
mon origin, possessing a common
blood. All Hindus claim to have in
their veins the blood of the mighty
race incorporated with and
descended from the Vedic fathers,
the Sindhus... Nay, is not the very
presence of these present castes a
standing testimony to a common
flow of blood from a Brahman to a
Chandal? Even a cursory glance at
any of our Smritis would conclu-
sively prove that the Anuloma and
Pratiloma marriage institutions
were the order of the day and have

Ambedkar And Savarkar Canno

given birth to the majority of the
castes that obtain amongst us...
This is true not only in the case of
those that are the outcome of the
intermarriages between the chief
four castes, or between the chief
four castes and the cross-born, but
also in the case of those tribes or
races who somewhere in the dim-
ness of the hoary past were leading
a separate and self-centred life.
Witness the customs prevalent in
Malabar or Nepal where a Hindu of
the highest caste is allowed to
marry a woman of those who are
supposed to be the originally alien
tribes but who, even if the sugges-
tion be true, have by their brave
and loving defence of the Hindu
culture been incorporated with and
bound to us by the dearest of ties
— the ties of a common blood.
Notice the words Savarkar uses to
describe the fundamental unity of
Hindus. It is not a literal biological
understanding of race and blood
but rather a feeling of oneness and
unity, one that could only be estab-
lished very deeply through the
process of inter-caste marriages.
For Savarkar, the present-day rigid
caste system—which bars inter-
caste marriage, inter-dining and
other activities required to build
social cohesion and modern politi-
cal consensus for the ultimate
defence of the larger Hindu civilisa-
tion—was an obstacle to be over-
come as soon as possible.

He sought to establish a modern
pan-Hindu unity, which he believed
had been lost due to centuries of
wrongful understanding of our
sacred texts.

It is in this regard that Savarkar
and Ambedkar disagree most heav-
ily, whilst simultaneously agreeing
on the necessity of inter-caste mar-
riages. Savarkar repeatedly argues
that inter-caste marriages can hap-
pen within the Hindu fold, whilst
Ambedkar posits that inter-caste
marriages will never happen until
Hinduism rejects the authority of
the shastras. In Annihilation of
Caste, Ambedkar argues:

No wonder that such efforts have
not produced any results. You also
seem to be erring in the same way
as the reformers working in the
cause of removing untouchability.
To agitate for and to organise inter-
caste dinners and inter-caste mar-
riages is like forced feeding
brought about by artificial means.
Make every man and woman free
from the thraldom of the shastras,
cleanse their minds of the perni-
cious notions founded on the shas-
tras, and he or she will inter-dine
and intermarry, without your telling
him or her to do so.

And this is exactly why
Ambedkarite and Savarkarite
philosophies stand at loggerheads
with each other. One seeks social
justice by exiting the Hindu fold,
whilst the other believes in the
modernisation and rebuilding of a
larger Hindu community within our
grand civilisational framework.

This is why Savarkar believed that
the rigid birth-based caste system
was not essential to Hinduism. He
believed that Hinduism could not
be merely reduced to the caste
system but represented a larger
civilisational framework rather than
a set of legal documents to be fol-
lowed by the various castes. This is
perhaps best expressed in his
essay Jatyuchchedak Nibandha
(Essays on the Abolition of Caste,
Samagra Savarkar Vangmaya, Vol.
3, p- 444), where he writes:

Both chaturvarnya and caste divi-
sions are but practices. They are
not coterminous with Sanatana
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Dharma. The practice of caste divi-
sion arose from a tectonic change
in the practice of chaturvarnya. As
the Sanatana Dharma did not die
due to this tectonic change, so too
it will not die if the present-day dis-
tortion that is caste division is
destroyed. The true Sanatana
Dharma, those true philosophical
ideas expounding the character of
ishwar-jeev-jagat  (God-individ-
ual-creation) and the First
Principle can never die... No one
should ever think that a certain
Hindu caste is high or that another
is low. The notion of high and low
will be determined by the overt
merit of individuals. Every Hindu
child has but one caste at birth —
Hindu. Other than that, consider no
other sub-caste. ‘Janmanaa jaay-
ate Hinduhu’ (‘every one is a Hindu

by birth’)!
This civilisational understanding of
Hindu unity also explains

Savarkar’s persistent willingness to
challenge orthodox thought. His
primary concern was the total polit-
ical, cultural, and social consolida-
tion of Hindus under the re-ignited
banner of a Hindu civilisation that
transcended caste, sectarian, and
ritual divisions. In his view, Hindu
society must not be organised
around a rigid ritual hierarchy, but
around a shared civilisational con-
sciousness that could accommo-
date diverse points of view and
thought, as was the essence of
Hindu civilisation since the Vedic
period. He wanted to build a pan-
Hindu consensus within the Hindu
fold itself.

This is why he opened the famous
Patit Pavan Mandir (Temple of the
Saviour of the Downtrodden) in
Ratnagiri, which allowed Hindus of
all castes to visit and pray together,
at a time when temple entry was
heavily restricted on the basis of
caste. Savarkar believed that the
very first step towards fundamental
Hindu unity was to establish com-
mon places of worship, dining, and
exchange of ideas.

It is interesting to note that
Savarkar invited Ambedkar to the
inauguration of this temple. In a let-
ter dated 18 February 1933,
Ambedkar expressed sincere
regret at his inability to attend
owing to prior commitments. At the
same time, he acknowledged and
appreciated Savarkar’s efforts to
challenge caste-based discrimina-
tion. However, Ambedkar also
articulated his continuing disagree-
ment with Savarkar’s support for
the chaturvarnya framework, which
he regarded as incompatible with
genuine social equality.

Two diagnoses, two destinations
There is a very clear difference
between the Savarkarite position
and the Ambedkarite position on
nearly everything. The attempt to
reconcile these two very different
philosophies into a unified ideolog-
ical framework reflects a certain
intellectual malpractice.

While such efforts may appear
inclusive on the surface, they do a
great disservice to both intellectual
traditions. Ambedkar and Savarkar
began with two different diagnoses
of Hindu society. Though both
acknowledged caste as a problem
and recognised its destructive
social consequences, they
diverged irreconcilably on its ori-
gins, meaning, and remedies.

Efforts to fuse these two philoso-
phies — by extracting the agree-
able elements and ignoring the
structural contradictions — pro-
duce neither theoretical clarity nor
any practical coherence. Conflating
them weakens both, and clarifies
neither.
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Whither Annihilation of Caste?

(Asian independent) As
we will celebrate
Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
birth anniversary on 14th
April (2026), it is also
time to think as to what is
the status of major teach-
ing of Babasaheb about
‘annihilation of caste’.
Caste-Varna system has
been central to the prac-
tices of Hindu society,
even before the term
Hindu started being used.
Our Holy scriptures did
mandate strict Varna-Jati
rules, starting from Vedas
to Manu smriti and many
other scriptures, respected
here. Lord Gautam
Buddha was the first
major voice against this
system. This was called a
‘revolution by Babasaheb.
Following this starting
from Pushyamitra Shung,
Buddhism was opposed
along with the values it
preached. This period
called counter-revolution
led to restoration of caste-
varna in an aggressive
way. Buddhism was
wiped out from India,
while it did flourish in
many South and East
Asian countries.

The next major opposition
to caste was from the

saints of the genre of
Kabir, Raidas, Dadu and
the likes of them. These
saints upheld humanism

in contrast to rituals and
primacy of priestly class
and talked of equality in
the society. Their articula-
tion was very powerful
but they met strong oppo-
sition from the priestly
class in alliance with the
feudal lords, the major
beneficiaries of the caste
system. During the British

colonial period, despite all
the fallacies, the opposi-
tion to this inhuman sys-
tem started coming up
with a modern education
system. The articulation
of equality in modern
times begins with Jotirao
Phule who took on the
prevailing opposition to
education for the low
caste and succeeded in
initiating putting forward
the education and equal
status for Dalit-OBC. This
got a boost from Modern
industrialization and the
struggle for society with
equality got rooted here.
The education for women
initiated by Jotirao and
Savitribai Phule was the
ideal foil to the struggle
against the rigidities of the
system which saw women
as subordinate to men.
Fatima Sheikh stood rock
solid with Savitribai to
promote this process. The
major leap in this march
towards this process of
striving for social justice
came from Babasaheb
Ambedkar. All his efforts;
the movements for public
drinking water (Chavdar
Talav) and temple entry
(Kalaram Mandir).
Opposition to the reli-
gious sanction of caste
was in the form of burning
of Manu smriti. Periyar
Ramasamy Naicker’s
movement for self-respect
was a powerful one to
shake the conscience of
the society. All these
efforts ran parallel to the
freedom movement led by
Mahatma Gandhi, culmi-
nating in the process of
discussions in the
Constituent Assembly for
Indian Constitution.
Ambedkar becoming
Chairman of the Drafting
committee was not just
symbolic, it reflected the
core role of this great
leader for values of equal-
ity.

The seeds of opposition to
this process of social
change towards equality
were present in the socie-
ty. They were reflected
first in Hindu Mahasabha
and then in RSS. Dalit-
OBC movement was the
major step which shook
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the rooted hierarchy of
caste and gender, core of
RSS ideology. RSS came
up in opposition to Dalits
striving for equality in
society, it found an exter-
nal enemy in Muslims , to
consolidate its power in a
gradual manner. Manu
Smriti was its central core
and opposition to Islam
and Muslims was the
cover for its growth. It
kept consolidating itself
through its training mod-
ule being reached to
young boys who became
Pracharak’s (full time
workers and celibate) and
Swayamsevak’s.

While the Constitution
did provide for reserva-
tion for SC/STs the subtle
propaganda against it con-
tinued through word of
mouth. This culminated in
anti-Dalit violence in
1980 and anti OBC vio-
lence in 1985, both
around Ahmedabad. The

implementation of
Mandal supplemented the
journey towards social
justice. The Hindu nation-
alists responded through
strengthening their
Kamandal, Ram Temple,
Holy cow and love jihad
in particular to distract
from the process of
Mandal implementation.
Youth for Equality type
organizations supple-
mented the opposition to
Mandal.

This process of affirma-
tive action was not accept-
ed by the entrenched ele-
ments as the land reform
process remained incom-
plete and clergy and land-
lords kept changing their
form, they did not disap-
pear To dilute the
process of reservations,
caste based, they did bring
in economic criterion for
the same. The reserved
posts in academia went
unfilled by the biased

selection committees
stating, ‘no suitable candi-
date found’. With the rise
of Hindu Nationalists ide-
ology and thinking newer
and newer elements are
cropping in to halt to
march towards social jus-
tice.

There was opposition to
the long pending demand
for caste census. It has
been accepted now and
with its results we will
come to know about the
status of caste and their
plight. Another issue has
been operating at a subtle
level. This is the humilia-
tion of SC/ST in educa-
tional institutions in par-
ticular and in society in
general. This  subtle
insults to deprived sec-
tions of society have man-
ifested in increasing num-
ber of suicides of Dalit/ST
candidates. The institu-
tional murder of Rohit
Vemula had shaken a
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large number of people
with humane values. A
Dalit boy wanting to be a
science writer was sub-
jected to worse type of
treatment in Hyderabad
Central University, lead-
ing to his suicide. Rohith
act was formulated but
remains unimplemented.
The case of Payal Tadvi in
Nair Hospital in Mumbai
shook us as Dr. Payal
Tadvi was subjected to
humiliation by her superi-
ors on a regular basis,
forcing her to take her
life. Darshan Solanki in
Mumbai IIT was mocked
by other students on vari-
ous occasions, again lead-
ing to his committing sui-
cide. These are just a few
examples; there are dime
a dozen such cases.

In this light The
University Grants
Commission (Promotion
of Equity in Higher
Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2026, noti-
fied on January 13, 2026.
It mandated strict anti-dis-
crimination measures in
all Indian Universities.
This was to ensure equali-
ty, targeting caste, gender,
and disability discrimina-
tion. Key mandates
included establishing
Equal Opportunity Centres
(EOC), Equity
Committees, 24/7
helplines, and appointing
Equity Ambassadors.
There was a massive oppo-
sition to this, massive
protests against this and
the matter was taken to the
Court, which struck down
this UGC’s mandate.
Today when we remem-
ber Dr. Ambedkar, we
need to be aware that the
major and subtle opposi-
tion to the process of
march towards social
equality comes from the
well-entrenched RSS,
which is spreading its
retrograde agenda
through multiple mecha-
nisms. While RSS’s anti
Muslim agenda is more
than visible, its anti-
Dalit agenda is much
more subtle and needs to
be countered for the
dream of annihilation of
caste.
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Pandita Ramabai, Social Reform, and Orthodox Nationalist Critique

(Asian independent) The
late nineteenth century in
India was marked by intense
debates over the relationship
between social reform, reli-
gion, and nationalism. Within
this intellectual and political
milieu, Pandita Ramabai (23
April,1858-5  April,1922)
emerged as a pioneering yet

controversial  figure. A
Sanskrit  scholar, social
reformer, and later a

Christian convert, Ramabai
articulated one of the earliest
systematic critiques of gen-
der inequality within Hindu
society. Her work, particular-
ly The High-Caste Hindu
Woman (1887), exposed the
structural oppression of
women, especially child wid-
OWS.

However, her critique pro-
voked sharp opposition from
leading nationalist figures
such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak
and drew critical responses
from Swami Vivekananda.
This  essay  examines
Ramabai’s life, mission, and
ideas, and analyses why her
work was perceived as
threatening by orthodox
Hindu leaders.

Life and
Formation

Intellectual

Pandita Ramabai was born
into a Chitpavan Brahmin
family in 1858. Her father,
Anant Shastri, defied social
conventions by educating her
in Sanskrit, a domain tradi-
tionally reserved for men.
This early exposure to sacred
texts enabled her to later cri-
tique Hindu religious tradi-
tions from within.

Following the death of her
parents during the famine of
the 1870s, Ramabai travelled
widely across India. These
travels exposed her to the
harsh realities of women’s
lives—especially those of
widows, who faced social
exclusion, economic depriva-
tion, and religiously sanc-
tioned suffering. Her scholar-
ship earned her recognition
in Calcutta, where she was
conferred the titles “Pandita”
and “Saraswati.”

Her personal life further
shaped her reformist outlook.
Her inter-caste marriage and

early widowhood brought
her into direct confrontation
with the oppressive struc-
tures she later critiqued.
These experiences trans-
formed her into a committed
advocate of women’s eman-
cipation.
Critique of Brahmanical
Patriarchy

Ramabai’s most influential
work, The High-Caste Hindu
Woman (1887), provides a
detailed analysis of the struc-
tural  subordination  of
women in Hindu society. She
argued that religion permeat-
ed every aspect of social life,
making it impossible to sepa-
rate social practices from
religious sanction. As she
observed, “there is not an act
that is not performed reli-
giously.” !

This insight allowed her to
advance a radical argument:
that the oppression of women
was not merely social but
deeply embedded in religious
doctrine and  practice.
Drawing upon texts such as
the Manusmriti, she demon-
strated how women were
placed under perpetual male
authority—first under the
father, then the husband, and
finally the son.

Ramabai was particularly
critical of child marriage,
which she saw as a root cause
of women’s suffering. Early
marriage deprived girls of
education, exposed them to
premature motherhood, and
often resulted in early wid-
owhood. Widows, especially
child widows, endured
extreme forms of social
exclusion. They were sub-
jected to harsh ascetic prac-
tices, denied property rights,
and stigmatized as inauspi-
cious.

She also highlighted the sys-
tematic denial of education to
women, arguing that igno-
rance was deliberately main-
tained to sustain patriarchal
control. Education, in her
view, was essential for
women’s liberation and self-
respect.

Reformist Mission and
Institutional Work
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Unlike many critics of her
time, Ramabai combined
intellectual critique with
practical reform. She estab-
lished institutions such as
Sharada Sadan in Bombay
(later Pune) and the Mukti
Mission at Kedgaon. These
institutions aimed to provide:
Education, Vocational train-
ing and Shelter for widows
and destitute women

Her approach differed signif-
icantly from earlier reform-
ers. Rather than seeking to
reintegrate women into tradi-
tional family structures, she
emphasized autonomy, digni-
ty, and self-reliance.

Ramabai also engaged in
transnational advocacy. Her
travels to England and the
United States enabled her to
raise funds and mobilize sup-
port for her work. However,
this international engagement
also exposed her to criticism
from nationalist leaders, who
viewed such activities as
reinforcing colonial stereo-
types about Indian society.

Conversion to Christianity
and Its Implications

Ramabai’s conversion to
Christianity in 1883 marked
a turning point in her life and
carecer. While she remained
critical of Western mission-
ary paternalism, she found in
Christianity a framework that
emphasized spiritual equality
and compassion.

However, her conversion
became one of the primary
reasons for opposition from
Hindu orthodox leaders. It
was seen not merely as a per-
sonal religious choice but as
a political act that aligned her

with colonial and missionary
interests. Her institutions,
especially those that provid-
ed refuge to widows, were
accused of facilitating reli-
gious conversion.

Opposition  from  Bal
Gangadhar Tilak
The opposition of Bal

Gangadhar Tilak must be
understood within the broad-
er framework of cultural
nationalism. Tilak believed
that social reform should not
undermine national unity or
weaken resistance to colonial
rule.

Through his editorials in
Kesari, Tilak criticized
reformers who, in his view,
relied on colonial support or
missionary backing. He
opposed legislative interven-
tions such as the Age of
Consent Act (1891), arguing
that they represented colonial

interference in Indian society.
2

Ramabai’s critique of Hindu
social practices—especially
when articulated Dbefore
Western  audiences—was
perceived by Tilak as damag-
ing to the image of Hindu
society. He viewed her work
as contributing to colonial
narratives that justified
British rule.

Tilak also upheld traditional
gender roles, emphasizing
the importance of women’s
domestic responsibilities. In
this context, Ramabai’s
advocacy of women’s educa-
tion, independence, and pub-
lic participation appeared
radical and destabilizing.

Swami

Critique  from

Vivekananda

The response of Swami
Vivekananda was more
nuanced. Vivekananda sup-
ported women’s education
and acknowledged the need
for social reform. He
famously stated that “there is
no chance for the welfare of
the world unless the condi-

tion of women is improved.”
3

However, he differed from
Ramabai in his approach.
Vivekananda emphasized
reform from within
Hinduism rather than exter-
nal critique. He argued that
Hindu philosophy contained
the resources necessary for
social transformation and
rejected the idea that the reli-
gion itself was fundamentally
oppressive.

Vivekananda was also criti-
cal of Christian missionary
activity, which he saw as a
form of cultural imperialism.
Ramabai’s conversion and
her association with mission-
ary networks were therefore
viewed with suspicion. He
believed that presenting
Hindu society negatively to
Western audiences under-
mined national self-confi-
dence and cultural pride.

The
Conflict
The  conflict between
Ramabai and her critics
reflects deeper ideological
tensions in colonial India.

Core  Ideological

First, there was a divergence
between social reform and
political nationalism. While
Ramabai prioritized the
emancipation of women and
the transformation of social
structures, Tilak emphasized
the importance of political
unity and resistance to colo-
nial rule.

Second, there was a funda-
mental disagreement over the
role of religion. Ramabai
viewed religious texts and
traditions as sources of
oppression, while
Vivekananda regarded them
as resources for reform.
Third, there was a contrast
between transnational and
indigenous approaches.
Ramabai’s global advocacy
contrasted with nationalist
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concerns about cultural
autonomy and self-represen-
tation.

Conclusion

Pandita Ramabai remains
one of the most significant
figures in the history of
Indian social reform. Her cri-
tique of Brahmanical patri-
archy, her commitment to

women’s education and
empowerment, and her will-
ingness  to challenge

entrenched social norms set
her apart as a radical thinker
of her time.

The opposition she faced
from Bal Gangadhar Tilak
and Swami Vivekananda was
rooted not merely in personal
disagreement but in funda-
mentally different visions of
society, religion, and nation-
hood. These debates continue
to resonate in contemporary
discussions on gender, reli-
gion, and social justice in
India.

Ramabai’s legacy lies in her
insistence that true freedom
must include social equality
and gender justice, a vision
that remains relevant even
today:.
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I wrote on the subject briefly in my
blog when Vice Chancellor of Delhi
University supported the idea of tak-
ing Allama Igbal out of the University
syllabus. Delhi University Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh supported
removing Allama Igbal from the
political science syllabus, stating that
those who “laid the foundation to
break India should not be in the syl-
labus”. The move to drop the Urdu
poet, often cited as the initiator of
India’s partition, was unanimously
passed by the academic council in
May 2023, urging a focus on national
heroes. The decision drew criticism
from some who viewed it as a politi-
cally motivated attempt to redefine
the syllabus, though the administra-
tion officially maintains it is aimed at
promoting nationalistic fervor.

Yet another such case has come-up.
The University of Jammu intends to
erase Allama Igbal from its curricu-
lum. Hasseb Drabu in an article in the
Tribune has termed it as. “Reducing a
towering mind to a political label is
an act unworthy of a university” and
wrote, “It is indeed tragic that a uni-
versity which once hosted this finest
post-Partition exponent of Igbaliyat

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A Retired
Career Diplomat.

— the specialized field of research on
the poetry and philosophy of Igbal —
should now seek to erase Sir
Muhammad Igbal from its curricu-
lum.”

Allama Igbal, arguably one of the
greatest poets of the subcontinent,
traced his roots to the Kashmir valley,
a fact he celebrated in his writings. He
retained a deep emotional and cultur-
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i
al bondage with Kashmir despite his
ancestors — Kashmiri Pandits of the
Sapru clan — embraced Islam three
centuries ago and later shifted to
Sialkot, a twin city of Jammu before
the partition in 1947. Hasseb Drabu

has written, “Jagan Nath Azad, a
scholar of rare distinction, must be
turning in his grave. It was at the
University of Jammu that he wrote
eleven books on Muhammad Igbal,
including the authoritative five-vol-
ume biography, Roodad-e-Igbal, and
a translation of his magnum opus
Javed Nama. Scholars described
Azad, a professor at the university, as
“Igbal Academy Incarnate”.”

I am not an academic or a scholar of
poetry (Shyari) but a humble ‘Fan’ of
Allama Igbal just by reading his poet-
ry in Devnagri without even under-
standing many of the nuances of
Urdu/Persian poetry. His Shyari
(Poetry) in the first phase till
mid1930s is full of lofty ideals of
nationalism, anti-colonialism, Indian
traditions and culture,

egalitarian society and humanism like
Rabindranath Tagore. In the second
phase, Igbal tilted towards ‘Two
Nation Theory’ and became a propo-
nent of Pakistan which ultimately
became a reality. It shall not be held
against him, to my mind. I have no
intention to visit the political and
communal history here. What
changed him and his thinking is the
subject to be researched and analyzed
by the historians and scholars.

He wrote a beautiful Nazm — Taran-e-
Hind in 1904 explicitly as a patriotic

Unfair Treatment to Allama Muhammad Iqbal
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song for children which become one
of the most popular songs of India
and was designated as a ‘National
song of India’ and rightly so —

saare jahafi se achchha hindostan
hamara

ham bulbulefi hain is ki ye gulsitan
hamara

maz.hab nahin sikhata aapas men bair
rakhna

hindt haifi ham vatan hai hindostan
hamara

His Nazm — Naya Shivala is yet
another gem which as relevant today
as it was before —

aa ghairiyat ke parde ik baar phir
uTha deii

bichhDofi ko phir mila defi nagsh-e-
dut miTa den

suunt paD1 hut hai muddat se dil ki
bast1

aa ik naya shivala is des mef bana defi
His ‘Quomi Geet’ sets the cultural
aspect of Hindostan that is Bharat in
its right perspective —
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How much he loved the soil of his
country that is Hindostan? It may be
felt from his poem — Bache Ki Dua —

e Y ST @ g S o aH Al
fSfeft wTest <t GXa <1 gewn # !
31 R <0 § & W a7 i S

12/04/2026 29

59 e Bt ¥ S @ = i S

Sl 81 it wem &t @ a1t

39 I YT § |1 Bl Higedd -3

21 T o T S e e

A § S § Hged B

iR 31cae | SRE § == g9

T ST T B 39 @ U T G

Igbal was not oblivious of the
challenges and difficulties before
India. I quote from one of his very
famous and sagacious Nazm —
Tasveere Dard —

Watan Ki Fikar Kar Nadan! Musibat
Ane Wali Hai

Teri Barbadiyon Ke Mashware Hain
Asmanon Mein

Na Samjho Ge To Mit Jao Ge Ae
Hindustanon Walo !

Tumhari Dastan Tak Bhi Na Ho Gi
Daston Mein
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As I said that I am no authority on
Allama Igbal but I am fully convinced
that he was a nationalist to the core
and a humanist par-excellence. Some
of us may be of the view that he was
one of the proponents of Pakistan but
he fully recognized the core of the
soul of India in his poem — Ram:
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There is no point in trying to erase
and distort history by blocking Allma
Igbal —

hazarofi saal nargis apnT be-niirf pe rotf hai
baD1 mushkil se hota hai chaman mefi dida-var paida
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[ndian Workers Assoclatlon calls for immediate ceasefire in the Middle East

THE ASTAN INDEPENDENT UK
10 April 2026- The
Indian Workers Association (Great
Britain) has called for an immedi-
ate ceasefire in the Middle East,
expressing deep concern over the
escalating violence and the devas-
tating impact on civilians.

Leicester,

In a statement issued today, the
organisation condemned the con-
tinuing military attacks that have
caused widespread loss of life and
displacement across the region. It
said ordinary people are paying
the highest price for the conflict,
with killed, many
injured and large numbers forced
to flee their homes, creating a
serious humanitarian crisis.

thousands

The association said the policies
pursued by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu have pushed

Sital SinghlGill, General
Secretary of the Indian
Workers Association (Great
Britain)
the region further towards insta-
bility and destruction. It added
that leaders with war-driven
approaches, including Netanyahu
and US President Donald Trump,
have contributed to rising global

tensions.

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary
of the Indian Workers Association
(Great Britain), said the continua-
tion of military strikes would only
deepen human suffering.

“The ongoing war and bombard-
ment represent a grave threat to
humanity. The attacks have devas-
tated the lives of innocent civil-
ians and increased tensions across
the region. The world needs lead-
ership that prioritises peace, dia-
logue and justice, not policies that
fuel further conflict,” he said.

Gill urged world governments and
the United Nations to take urgent
steps to secure a ceasefire and
encourage all parties to pursue
diplomatic negotiations.

He also welcomed efforts by sev-

eral countries and international
partners to promote dialogue and
de-escalation. European Union
countries, including France,
Germany, Spain and Ireland, have
called for restraint, respect for
international law and renewed
diplomatic efforts to end the vio-
lence.

The association further welcomed
remarks by the UK Prime Minister
that Israeli attacks should stop,
saying reflect
growing international concern and
the need for stronger diplomatic
efforts to restore peace.

such statements

“The international
must stand on the side of truth,
justice and humanity. Only dia-
logue and diplomacy can deliver a
lasting solution and restore peace
to the region,” Gill added.
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Bhulath Kabaddi Cup is discussed in countries and abroad!
(Late Avtar Singh Bal Memorial 57th Kabaddi Cup)

Bhulath, (Harjinder Ghumman said that =,

pal Chhabra) Bhulath from the matches '—AL
INCORPORATION

Kabaddi Club and Ball played in all open

teams, the first prize of
17 lakh and the
second prize of Rs. 12

BHULATH

BAL INCORPORATIOM

KABADDI CUP

the memory of promi-
nent Kabaddi Promoter
Late Avtar Singh Bal,
the discussion of 57th
Kabaddi Cup is being
held across the country
and abroad. Efforts are
being made to give the
audience expensive
gifts with lucky coupons
where the players will
be given big
prizes.While giving
information regarding
this, club president and
prominent social worker
Prabhjot Singh

lakh will be given. In
addition, Jafi
awarded the best rider

will be

of the tournament with
a Harley motorcycle
while the best player of
the tournament will be
insured by Rs 1
crore.President
Ghumman said that in
this Kabaddi Cup play-
ers will win big prizes.
There the spectators
will also be given gifts
like
cycles, scooters, LED
through

bullets, motor

etc. lucky
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coupons. Tourism said

that last year also the
same tournament had

attracted attention from
all over the world when
prizes worth lakhs of
rupees were placed on
each raid of players and

will

. will
tractors, Harley motor- Those
cycles were also given Kabaddi

out among the prizes.
In the middle of the
large gathering of visi-

Sirmaur
tors last year, this time .
. mentioned
on a special way, more chief

land is being arranged

MD of Ball

Conducted in
memory  of

Mohanbir Singh Ball
organized a Kabaddi
fair by his father late.

Avtar

there, which is close

to Dana Mandi.
be matches this
time and big arrange-
ments on the basics
also be made.

Club invited
all Kabaddi lovers to
be the cheerful

organizer
Kabaddi Cup and the

Singh Bal who led this
Kabaddi Cup as the
chief organizer.
Mohanbir Singh Bal is
known as the Kabaddi
King because of his
deep love for Kabaddi
and his teammates
that Mohanbir
Singh Ball's dream is
that Punjab's mother
sport Kabaddi
grow worldwide. He

said

is to

has to reach the desti-
nation and he is going
to work hard to fulfill
this dream.
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