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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
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| Sham Lal Ghander building mamtenance hangyman Under c:heckatrade
platform is now available on yourlocal London Area. They have fully trained and |
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For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK
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Apology from Dalits for Historic
Discrimination for Centuries

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK

Nepal's new government under the leadership of
young leader, Balendra Shah which came into
power after the Gen — Z Revolution, has decided
to tender official apology to Dalits of the country
who were made to suffer
~ discrimination and ill-treat-
ment in the caste ridden
social setup for centuries.
The decision of Nepal has
triggered a debate in India
and other countries of
Ramesh South Asia as to why the

governments in these

Chander countries should not follow
The writer is A

. suit to assuage the pent-
Retired Career | teciings of the so called
Diplomat.

'l.\_\“l

Dalits — scheduled castes,
socially marginalized sec-
tions of the society. Nepal’s decision to offer an
official apology to Dalits has prompted similar
calls from India, where the community faces sim-
ilar, if not worse, discrimination. Alisha Rahaman
Sarkar has reported in the Telegraph. My motiva-
tion to write on the subject arose from a sugges-
tion of one of friends and social activist, Advocate
Satpal Virdi. | will try to study and analysis the
issue, not as an expert but as a layman, with

Mepal to issue historic apology

to its formerly “untouchable’

community. Will other South

Astan mations follow?

regard to India that is Bharat, my motherland
which is the biggest country in the region with
about 20% Dalit population who suffered from the
obnoxious caste system of the Hindu hierarchy
for many long centuries together. | have taken
cue from the article of Alisha Rahaman Sarkar
referred to above to make this narrative.

With the decision, the government of Nepal will
“formally acknowledge the injustice, discrimina-
tion and deprivation of opportunities inflicted on
Dalits and historically marginalized communities
by the state, society and policy structures”. The
government said the proposed apology will be
followed by measures on social justice, inclusive
restoration, and historical reconciliation. Rights
activists have welcomed the apology and the his-
toric acknowledgment of generations of caste-
based discrimination and exclusion. The Dalit
community, which sits at the bottom of the rigid
social stratification system, has faced centuries-
long severe discrimination across South Asia
despite constitutional guarantees. The ground sit-
uation is that Dalits live in poverty, with lower lit-
eracy rate and persistently low representation in
key institutions,

Indian Ambedkarite MP, Chandrashekhar Azad
speaking in the Lok Sabha on the subject asked
to take moral responsibility for the historical injus-

FIRANY —

INDHAN MP RAISES DALIT
APOLOGY ISSUE

HE SABHA

ST e S A BT T )
TR L P BEC O S T T

tice, drawing a comparison with Nepal’s commit-
ment in this regard. “When will this parliament
apologies to those discriminated for thousands of
years and even today face discrimination and are
forced to fight for basic necessities, such as food,
clothing and shelter,” he said. The caste system
in India dates back thousands of years and is still
critical in Indian life and politics, with those at the
bottom rung routinely discriminated against. The
Indian constitution banned caste-based discrimi-
nation in 1950, and successive governments
have implemented policies to encourage greater
social mobility for the “lower” castes. But across
India, particularly outside big cities, the system
persists to varying degrees.

With the constitution of India, caste based dis-
crimination has been eradicated and abolished
but the system of the laws of Manu remains as
we say in Hindi — Jatti Hai Ki Jatti Hi Nahin (Caste
does not go). The affirmative actions to empower
Dalits — socially marginalized sections of the soci-
ety in the form of reservations and other actions
have helped in the process to lessen the adverse
and ill effects of the caste system but these pro-
visions have not delivered in full measure as
expected. The main stream of the society who
still professes the old and obnoxious rules of the
society with regard to caste should come forward
and fight the menace head-on from the front, if
we intend to save Bharat. The gesture of apology
is just a way or means to add to the sense of
empowerment of Dalits with a view to integrate
them in the process of bringing about Vikshit
Bharat as visualized by our leadership headed by
PM Narendra Modi. Nepal has taken the lead and
rightly so. There is no harm to be magnanimous
in the run up to safeguard preserve humanity.
Many Chandrasekharas are sitting on the fence
to jump to fight for the human-dignity as
enshrined, thoughtfully, in our constitution given
by our forefathers headed by Babasaheb
Ambedkar. | am reminded of a couplet of Allma
Igbal —

Sun Ae Ghafil Sada Meri, Ye Aesi Cheez Hai Jis
Ko

Wazifa Jaan Kar Perhte Hain Taair Bostanon
Mein

(Listen to my call, O imprudent one! This is some-
thing which

The birds in gardens are reciting like the daily
prayers)
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(Asian  independent)
April 2026 carries a
heavy sound, sirens,
grief, and the fear of what
comes next. Fighting
involving Israel, the
United States, and Iran
remains active, while the
Russia-Ukraine war has
dragged on for more than
four years. In
Afghanistan and
Pakistan, many families
face hunger, displace-
ment, and armed violence
instead of peace and
growth. Against that
darkness stands a star-
tling contrast. Human
beings keep returning to
revenge, yet  Jesus
answered cruelty with
mercy. From the same
broad region now marked
by conflict came these
words from the cross:

“Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what
they are doing.”

Those words still speak
because war keeps prov-
ing how little rage can
heal.

As of April 2026, the con-
flict involving Israel, the
United States, and Iran is
still ongoing. Recent
strikes and retaliation
have killed many people
and pushed large num-
bers from their homes. At
the same time, the war
between Russia and
Ukraine continues with
no clear end, after more
than four years of loss,
blackouts, shelling, and
shattered cities.

The same pattern appears
elsewhere, though with
less global attention. In
Afghanistan, millions
face serious hunger, and
fresh fighting has forced
many to flee again.
Border violence and mili-
tant attacks tied to
Afghanistan and Pakistan
have also brought more
fear to daily life. When
aid slows, prices rise, and
roads close, ordinary peo-
ple pay the price first.
War often gets told
through maps, leaders,

and weapons. Real life
looks different. It looks
like a mother searching
for medicine, a father
unable to buy flour, or a
child waking to the sound
of aircraft.

Civilians carry the deep-
est burden. They bury the
dead, treat the wounded,
and try to comfort chil-
dren who no longer trust
the night. Homes are
damaged, schools are
closed, and food becomes
harder to afford. Trauma
settles in quietly, then
stays for years.

Actually, force can
change borders, remove
leaders, or block attacks.
It can’t cure pride, hatred,
or the memory of humili-
ation. Armies may stop
one assault, yet they
rarely mend the human
heart.

That is why moral teach-
ing still matters. Nations
need truth, restraint, and
justice. People also need
repentance, mercy, and
the courage to see the
enemy as human.
Without that change, pain
keeps returning in a new
uniform.

Jesus was born in
Bethlehem and lived as a
Jew among his own peo-
ple under hard political
rule. He walked through
towns and villages, not
palaces. He met the sick,
the poor, the lonely, and
the ashamed. His teach-
ing stayed close to daily
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pain, because he spoke to
people who knew hunger,
debt, fear, and exclusion.
He taught forgiveness,
holiness, sharing, and
neighbour-love. He lifted
the worth of every per-
son, not only the respect-
ed. He welcomed chil-
dren and placed them
near the centre of God’s
concern. In his life, love
was not soft sentiment. It
was a public stand against
cruelty, hypocrisy, and
contempt.

One clear example
appears in the story of the
woman accused of adul-
tery. A crowd wanted to
stone her. The scene car-
ried both fury and theatre,
because public shame can
make angry people feel
righteous.

Jesus stopped the rush to
punish. He said that the
one without sin should
throw the first stone. One
by one, the accusers left.
He did not call evil good,
yet he refused mob jus-
tice. He protected her dig-
nity, exposed hypocrisy,
and told her to leave her
old life behind. Mercy
and truth stood together.
Public leaders should
face moral scrutiny when
their words or actions
cause harm, especially
when innocent people
suffer in war. Still, seri-
ous claims such as mur-
der or sexual abuse must
rest on verified facts, not
anger or rumour. Good

Friday and Easter call
people to humility, repen-
tance, and mercy, so no
leader, including Donald
Trump, should act as if
he’s above sin or beyond
judgment. In that spirit,
believers can ask Jesus
and the Father in heaven
for forgiveness, for
peace, and for hearts that
reject pride, violence, and
greed.

Jesus also confronted
empty religion. He
opposed the show of holi-
ness without compassion.
He rebuked leaders who
placed heavy burdens on
others while guarding
their own status. His
words cut through class
pride, social contempt,
and the use of faith as
control.

He lived among ordinary
people and moved toward
those pushed aside by the
upper class. Tax collec-
tors, labourers, women
with bad reputations, the
sick, and children all
found room near him. His
teaching pointed toward
equality, brotherhood,
harmony, and shared
responsibility. He refused
the cold idea that only
one group matters.

That is why some power-
ful figures felt threatened.
Some religious leaders
and political rulers saw
his human-centred teach-
ing as a danger. Judas
Iscariot betrayed him for
money, traditionally
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Good Friday in a Time of War, Why Jesus’ Words Still Matter

remembered as 30 silver
coins. Under public pres-
sure, the Roman governor
declared him innocent yet
still allowed the sentence
to go forward.

Before the crucifixion,
Jesus suffered mockery,
beating, and public
humiliation. He carried
the cross through the city,
weakened and bleeding.
The crowd saw a con-
demned man. Christians
see the innocent one bear-
ing human hatred without
returning it.

His prayer from the cross
gives this story its moral
centre.

He did not bless the vio-
lence, but he refused to
become its mirror.

That matters because for-
giveness did not come
from comfort. It came
from pain. Peter’s failure,
Judas’s betrayal, the
rulers’ fear, and the
crowd’s cruelty all meet
at the cross. Yet Jesus
answered with mercy.
Forgiveness does not
mean forgetting the dead
or excusing evil. It does
not ask the weak to
accept abuse. Rather, it
refuses to let hatred
become the final ruler of
the heart. That message
speaks to homes, streets,
communities, and
nations.

Peace still needs truth,
accountability, and pro-
tection for the innocent.
A mother who loses a

child needs more than
slogans. A bombed city
needs more than senti-
ment. Justice has a place.
Yet without forgiveness,
grief passes like an inher-
itance. One wound feeds
the next. One revenge
invites another. In March
2026, Israeli and
Palestinian mothers
walked barefoot in Rome
to protest the killing of
innocents. Their act
showed a different path,
grief that resists the pride
of “I alone am right.”

In Canada, Easter 2026
falls on 5 April, with
Good Friday on 3 April.
Churches mark Holy
Week with prayer, wor-
ship, and reflection.
Families also meet in
other ways, through
meals, school events,
chocolate eggs, and
neighbourhood gather-
ings. The public season
carries both faith and
familiar custom.

The lands now scarred by
war once heard words of
forgiveness from a wood-
en cross. That contrast
should unsettle every
proud heart. People can
build weapons faster than
trust, but peace still
begins the old way, with
truth, repentance, and
mercy.

No war serves ordinary
families. They want
bread, safety, and a future
for their children. If
homes, streets, and
nations are to change, for-
giveness can’t stay a ser-
mon line. It has to
become a lived refusal to
hate.

The world has heard
enough threats. It still
needs the harder work,
“Father, forgive them.”

Surjit Singh Flora
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Dalit Resistance, Judicial Intervention, and State Power
The SC/ST (Prevention of Atromtles) Act Judgment and the 2 Aprll 2018 Protests

(Asian independent)
The relationship between
law, caste, and state power
in India has always been
deeply contested. While
the Indian Constitution
promises equality and jus-
tice, the persistence of
caste-based oppression
continues to challenge

these ideals. The
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes

(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989 (PoA Act) was
enacted as a corrective
legal mechanism to
address systemic caste
violence. However, the
Supreme Court’s 2018
judgment in Subhash
Kashinath Mahajan .
State of Maharashtra trig-
gered widespread contro-
versy and resistance
among Dalit communi-
ties.

The nationwide protests
on 2 April 2018, often
referred to as the Bharat
Bandh, were not merely
reactions to a judicial
decision but expressions
of accumulated griev-
ances against structural
inequality. The violent
state response to these
protests further intensified
debates about constitu-
tional morality, democrat-
ic rights, and the nature of
state power.

This essay examines the
Dalit opposition to the
Supreme Court judgment
and critically analyzes the
events of 2 April 2018 as a
moment of both demo-
cratic assertion and state

repression.
The PoA Act and the
Historical Context of

Caste Violence

Caste-based violence in
India cannot be under-
stood as isolated inci-
dents; rather, it is embed-
ded in a long history of
social exclusion, econom-
ic exploitation, and cultur-

al domination. Scholars
such as Gail Omvedt
(1994) and Gopal Guru
(2011) have emphasized
that caste oppression
operates through every-
day practices of humilia-
tion and  structural
inequality.

The PoA Act, enacted in
1989, was a response to
the inadequacy of general
criminal law in addressing
caste-specific crimes. It
recognized that Dalits and
Adivasis face unique vul-
nerabilities due to
entrenched social hierar-
chies. The Act introduced
stringent provisions,
including immediate
arrest of the accused, spe-
cial courts, and enhanced
punishments.

Data from the National
Crime Records Bureau
consistently show a high
incidence of reported
atrocities against
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (NCRB
2017; 2018). These fig-
ures likely underrepresent
the actual scale of vio-
lence due to underreport-
ing, fear of retaliation, and
institutional barriers.

Anand Teltumbde (2010)
argues that caste violence
must be understood with-
in the broader framework
of power relations, where
dominant castes maintain
control over resources and
social status. In this con-
text, the PoA Act func-
tions not merely as a legal
instrument but as a sym-
bolic assertion of Dalit
rights.

The  Supreme
Judgment of 2018
On 20 March 2018, the
Supreme Court of India
delivered its judgment in
Subhash Kashinath
Mahajan v. State of
Mabharashtra. The Court
introduced  procedural

Court
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safeguards aimed at pre-
venting alleged misuse of
the PoA Act.

These included:

A preliminary inquiry

before the registration of a
First Information Report

SR Darapuri,' National
President, All India
Peplos Front

(FIR)

Prior approval for the
arrest of public servants
The allowance of antici-
patory bail

The Court justified these
measures by citing con-
cerns about false cases
and the need to protect
innocent individuals from
arbitrary arrest.

From a doctrinal perspec-
tive, the judgment reflects
a liberal legal emphasis on
due process and individ-
ual rights. However, crit-
ics argue that such an
approach abstracts legal
reasoning from social
realities. Upendra Baxi
(2018) contends that the
judgment exemplifies a

“context-blind jurispru-
dence” that fails to
account for the structural
nature of caste oppres-
sion.

Dalit  Opposition: A

Structural Critique
The Dalit response to the
judgment was immediate
and widespread. Protests
erupted across the coun-
try, culminating in the
nationwide bandh on 2
April 2018. The opposi-
tion was rooted in a deep
skepticism of the Court’s
reasoning and its implica-
tions.
Structural
Oppression
Drawing on the thought of
B. R. Ambedkar, Dalit
activists argued that caste
is a system of graded
inequality that cannot be
addressed through neutral
legal principles alone
(Ambedkar 1936). The
requirement of a prelimi-
nary inquiry before FIR
registration was seen as a
barrier to justice in a sys-
tem where victims already
face significant obstacles.
The “Misuse” Narrative
One of the central justifi-
cations for the judgment
was the alleged misuse of
the PoA Act. However,
empirical research sug-
gests that false cases are
not a significant issue.
Instead, low conviction

Nature of

rates are often due to poor
investigation and hostile
social environments
(Shah et al. 2006).

The emphasis on misuse
is therefore seen as
reflecting dominant caste
anxieties rather than
empirical reality.
Weakening Deterrence
The provision for imme-
diate arrest under the orig-
inal Act served as a deter-
rent against caste vio-
lence. By introducing pro-
cedural delays, the judg-
ment was perceived as
weakening this deterrence
and emboldening perpe-
trators.

Judicial Overreach
Critics also argued that
the Court had effectively
amended the law,
encroaching upon the leg-
islative domain. This
raised broader concerns
about the balance of
power between the judici-
ary and Parliament.

The 2 April 2018 Protests:
Dalit Assertion

The protests on 2 April
2018 represented one of
the largest mobilizations
of Dalits in recent history.
They were characterized
by decentralized organiza-
tion, with significant par-
ticipation from rural and
urban areas alike.
Christophe Jaffrelot
(2019) interprets these
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protests as part of a broad-
er transformation in Dalit
politics, where new forms
of  mobilization are
emerging outside tradi-
tional party structures.
Social media played a cru-
cial role in coordinating
actions and disseminating
information.

The protests were not
merely reactive but con-
stituted a form of political
assertion. They reflected a
collective demand for dig-
nity, recognition, and pro-
tection under the law.
Violence and  State
Response

The protests were accom-
panied by widespread vio-
lence and a strong state
response. Reports indicat-
ed that more than a dozen
people were killed, and
thousands were arrested.
Civil liberties organiza-
tions such as the People’s
Union for Civil Liberties
documented instances of:
Police firing on protes-
tors, Arbitrary arrests and
detentions and Excessive
use of force

In several regions, Dalit
communities  reported
retaliatory violence by
dominant caste groups

and inadequate police
protection.
State Action as Structural
Oppression

The characterization of
the state’s response as
oppressive is supported
by several factors.

First, the use of dispropor-
tionate force against
largely marginalized pro-
testors raises questions
about the state’s commit-
ment to democratic rights.
While maintaining law
and order is a legitimate
function, the scale and
intensity of repression
suggest a deeper bias.

(continew page 23)
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“The first responsibility of the international community
Is to stop the war,” says Indian Workers Association

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Leicester, 4 April 2026 —
The Indian Workers
Association (Great Britain)
has called for an immediate
end to the ongoing conflict in
the Middle East, warning
that the war is causing
immense human suffering
and must be stopped without
delay.

The organisation said that
the first and most urgent pri-
ority must be to stop the war,
which has already resulted
in the deaths of thousands
of people. Many more have
been injured and countless
families have been forced to
leave their homes. Ordinary
civilians are suffering the
most from the violence and
destruction.

The Association urged the
United Nations Security
Council to come forward and
play a responsible role in
stopping the war and pre-
venting further escalation of
the conflict.

Recent discussions at the
United Nations Security
Council focused on the situ-
ation in the Strait of Hormuz,

one of the most important
international shipping routes
in the world. A draft resolu-
tion supported by some
countries proposed authoris-
ing the use of military force
to reopen the route.
However, during discussions
on 2-3 April 2026, perma-
nent members of the
Security Council — Russia,
China and France — raised
serious concerns that autho-
rising the use of military
force could escalate the con-
flict and potentially lead to a
wider war. Their objections
prevented the resolution
from moving forward in its
original form.

Sital Singh Gill, General
Secretary of the Indian
Workers Association (Great
Britain), said:

“The first responsibility of the
international community
must be to stop the war.
Thousands of innocent peo-
ple have already lost their
lives, many more have been
injured, and countless fami-
lies have been left home-
less. War only brings suffer-
ing to ordinary people.”

Special

“International law must be
respected by all countries.
No nation, no matter how
powerful, should place itself
above international law. The
sovereignty of every country

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of IWA (GB),

must be respected, and no
state should interfere in the
internal affairs or gover-
nance of another nation.”

“We welcome the voices
within the United Nations

:
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Council that

Security
warned against further mili-
tary escalation. The world
does not need another war
— what the world needs
now is peace, responsible
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leadership and serious
diplomacy.”
The Indian Workers

Association also empha-
sised that the Strait of
Hormuz is a vital interna-
tional trade route, through
which a significant share of
the world’s energy supplies
passes. Any disruption in
this region could have seri-
ous consequences for the
global economy and for the
livelihoods of working peo-
ple across the world.

The Association also calls
on the UK Government to
use its diplomatic influence
to support international
efforts aimed at reducing
tensions, promoting dia-
logue, and working through
the United Nations to
achieve a peaceful resolu-
tion to the crisis.

The organisation called on
the United Nations, world
leaders and the internation-
al community to support
diplomatic efforts, protect
civilian lives, reduce ten-
sions and work together for
a peaceful and lasting solu-
tion.

Dalit Resistance, Judicial Intervention, and State Power

Second, the criminaliza-
tion of protest reflects a
broader trend in which
dissenting voices are
framed as threats to public
order. This is particularly
significant in the case of
Dalit movements, which
challenge entrenched
social hierarchies.

Third, the failure to pro-
tect Dalit communities
from retaliatory violence
indicates a structural bias
within state institutions.
As Gopal Guru (2011)
argues, the state often
reproduces existing social
inequalities rather than
challenging them.

From an Ambedkarite
perspective, such actions
represent a violation of
constitutional morality,
which requires the state to
actively protect the rights
of marginalized groups.
Media and Public

Discourse

The representation of the
protests in mainstream
media often emphasized
violence and disruption,
framing the events as a
law-and-order problem.
This narrative tended to
obscure the underlying
grievances and structural
issues.

In contrast, alternative
media and Dalit scholars
highlighted the legitimacy
of the protests and the his-
torical context of caste
oppression. Anand
Teltumbde (2018)
describes this divergence
as a form of epistemic
marginalization, where
dominant narratives
exclude subaltern per-
spectives.

Legislative Response and
Aftermath

The scale of the protests
compelled the govern-

ment to act. Parliament
passed  the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Amendment Act, 2018,
which effectively nullified
the Supreme Court’s
directives and restored the
original provisions of the
law. This legislative
response demonstrates the
power of collective mobi-
lization in shaping public
policy. It also underscores
the continuing importance
of the PoA Act as a tool
for social justice.
Theoretical Implications
The events of 2018 high-
light several broader theo-
retical issues.

Formal vs Substantive
Equality

The tension between for-
mal legal principles and
substantive social justice
is central to this episode.
While the Court empha-
sized due process, Dalit

movements emphasized
the need for context-sen-
sitive protections.

Law as a Site of Struggle
The controversy illus-
trates that law is not a
neutral instrument but a
site of contestation shaped
by competing interests
and power relations.
Democracy
Marginalized Voices
The protests underscore
the importance of collec-
tive action in a democra-
cy. They reveal both the
possibilities and limita-
tions of institutional
mechanisms in addressing
social injustice.
Conclusion

The Supreme Court’s
2018 judgment on the
PoA Act and the subse-
quent protests of 2 April
represent a  critical
moment in India’s socio-
legal history. The Dalit

and

opposition to the judgment
was rooted in a deep
understanding of caste as a
structural phenomenon,
one that cannot be ade-
quately addressed through
formal legalism alone.
The state’s response to the
protests raises serious
questions about the nature
of democratic governance
and the protection of mar-
ginalized communities.
While the legislative
reversal of the judgment
reflects the success of
popular mobilization, the
underlying issues remain
unresolved.

Ultimately, the episode
reaffirms the continuing
relevance of Ambedkar’s
vision of social democra-
cy, in which legal equality
must be accompanied by
substantive justice.
References

Ambedkar, B. R. 1936.

Annihilation of Caste.
Baxi, Upendra. 2018.
“The Supreme Court and
the SC/ST Act Judgment.”
Guru, Gopal. 2011.
Humiliation: Claims and
Context.

Jaffrelot, Christophe.
2019. India’s  Silent
Revolution.

Omvedt, Gail. 1994.

Dalits and the Democratic
Revolution.

Shah, Ghanshyam et al.
2006. Untouchability in
Rural India.

Teltumbde, Anand. 2010.
The Persistence of Caste.
Teltumbde, Anand. 2018.
“The SC/ST Act Judgment
and Its Implications.”
National Crime Records
Bureau. 2017, 2018.
Crime in India Reports.
People’s Union for Civil
Liberties. 2018. Fact-find-
ing reports on April 2
protests.




www.samajweekly.com

Special

05/04/2026 24

Mahad Talab Movement (1927) and the Foundatlons of Dallt Revolt in Modern India

(Asian independent) The
Mahad Talab (Chavdar
Tank) Satyagraha of
1927, led by B. R.
Ambedkar, stands as a
watershed moment in the
history of Dalit emanci-
pation and anti-caste
struggles in India. More
than a localized protest
over access to water, the
movement represented
the first organized, mass-
based assertion of civil
rights by Dalits, trans-
forming centuries of pas-
sive  oppression  into
active resistance.
Scholars such as Gail
Omvedt, Anupama Rao,
and Anand Teltumbde
have interpreted Mahad
as the inaugural moment
of modern Dalit politics,
marking the transition
from petitioning to direct
action.

This essay examines the
historical importance of
the Mahad movement by
situating it within colo-
nial India’s socio-politi-
cal context, analysing its
ideological, political, and
psychological  dimen-
sions, and evaluating its
long-term implications
for Dalit assertion and
constitutional democracy.

Historical Context:
Caste, Untouchability,
and Denial of Civic
Rights

The Mahad Satyagraha
emerged within a deeply
hierarchical caste order
where  “untouchables”
(now Dalits) were sys-
tematically excluded
from public spaces such

as  roads, temples,
schools, and  water
sources. Access to

water—one of the most
basic human needs—was
denied on the basis of rit-
ual purity.

Even when the Bombay
Legislative Council
passed a resolution in

1923 allowing
“Depressed Classes” to
use public utilities,
enforcement remained

weak due to resistance
from upper-caste Hindus

(Wikipedia). In Mahad,
although the municipal
council formally opened
the Chavdar Tank to all,
Dalits were prevented
from exercising this
right.

Thus, the Mahad move-
ment arose at the inter-
section of legal reform
and social resistance,
exposing the limits of
colonial governance in
addressing caste oppres-
sion.

The Event: From Petition
to Direct Action

On 20 March 1927,
Ambedkar led thousands
of Dalits to Mahad,
where they collectively
drank water from the
Chavdar Tank. This act
symbolized a direct chal-
lenge to caste restrictions
and marked a shift from
appeals to authority to
autonomous assertion of
rights.

Ambedkar later described
the event as unprecedent-
ed: Dalits, marching in
disciplined formation,
claimed a right long
denied to them, shocking
caste society (The Indian
Express). The action trig-
gered violent backlash,
including attacks on
Dalits and ritual “purifi-
cation” of the tank by
caste Hindus, demon-
strating the depth of
entrenched social preju-
dice (Wikipedia).

In December (25-27)
1927, Ambedkar organ-
ized a second conference
at Mahad, during which
copies of the Manusmriti
were publicly burned—
an act of profound sym-
bolic rejection of
Brahmanical authority.
III. Mahad as the First
Modern Dalit Revolt
Historians widely regard
Mahad as the first organ-
ized Dalit revolt in mod-
ern India. Anand
Teltumbde calls it the
“first collective articula-
tion of civil rights” by
Dalits (The Indian
Express). Unlike earlier
sporadic protests, Mahad

SR Darapuri
I.P.S.(Retd)
displayed:
Mass participation (thou-
sands of Dalits mobi-

lized)
Centralized leadership
under Ambedkar

Clear ideological direc-
tion (equality, dignity,
rights)

This distinguishes Mahad
from earlier reformist
efforts led by upper-caste
social reformers. It was a
self-representation  of
Dalits as political sub-
jects, not objects of
reform.

Assertion of Civil Rights
and the Idea of Equality
The central demand of
the Mahad movement—
access to water—was
fundamentally about citi-
zenship and equality.
Water, as a public
resource, symbolized
inclusion in civic life.
The movement thus
reframed caste discrimi-
nation as a violation of
civil rights, rather than
merely a social or reli-
gious issue. As official
accounts note, Mahad

i

represented one of the
earliest assertions of civil
rights in modern India
(ClearIAS).

Ambedkar’s  approach
was radical in that it:
Linked social equality
with political rights
Emphasized legal entitle-
ment over customary
practice

Positioned Dalits as
rightful claimants to pub-
lic resources

This framework would
later inform Ambedkar’s
role in drafting the Indian
Constitution, particularly
provisions on equality
and fundamental rights.

Ideological Break:
Rejection of Brahmanism
The burning of the
Manusmriti during the
Mahad movement
marked a decisive ideo-
logical rupture. The text,
historically associated
with codifying caste hier-
archy, became a symbol
of structural oppression.

By publicly burning it,
Ambedkar:

Rejected the religious
legitimacy of caste
Asserted the need for
moral and intellectual lib-
eration

Initiated a critique of
Hindu social order that
would culminate in his
famous work
Annihilation of Caste
(1936)

Thus, Mahad was not
merely a struggle for
rights within Hindu soci-
ety but a challenge to its
foundational ideology.

From Reform to Radical
Transformation

Prior to Mahad, many
anti-caste efforts focused
on reforming Hindu soci-
ety from within. Mahad
marked a shift toward
radical transformation.

Ambedkar himself articu-
lated that the struggle
was not just for water but
for the reconstruction of
society based on liberty,
equality, and fraternity
(The Ambedkarite
Today). This vision drew
inspiration from modern
democratic ideals and
revolutions such as the
French Revolution.
Mahad thus represents
the moment when Dalit
politics moved:

From reformist
accommodation — struc-
tural critique

From social uplift —
political empowerment
VII. Emergence of Dalit
Political Consciousness

One of the most enduring
contributions of the
Mahad movement was
the creation of a collec-
tive Dalit consciousness.
For the first time:

Dalits saw themselves as
a unified political com-
munity

They recognized their
capacity for organized
resistance

They developed a sense
of self-respect (atma-
samman)

Ambedkar’s emphasis on
dignity and self-respect:
challenged the internal-
ized inferiority imposed
by caste. The movement
thus initiated what schol-
ars call the “psychologi-
cal liberation” of Dalits.
VIII. Gender Dimensions
of the Mahad Movement
An often overlooked
aspect of Mahad is its
impact on Dalit women.
Ambedkar encouraged
women to abandon caste
markers and adopt new
modes of dress associated
with dignity.

This intervention:
Challenged gendered
aspects of caste oppres-
sion

Encouraged  women’s
participation in public
protest

Linked social reform
with gender equality
Thus, Mahad was not
only a caste movement
but also an early site of
intersectional resistance.
Legal Consciousness and
Constitutional Vision
Mahad highlighted the
gap between legal rights

and social realities.
Although laws permitted
access to public

resources, social enforce-
ment prevented their real-
ization.

This experience shaped
Ambedkar’s later consti-
tutional vision:

Emphasis on fundamen-
tal rights

Need for state interven-
tion against social dis-
crimination

Importance of legal safe-
guards for marginalized
communities

Ambedkar argued that
political democracy must
be accompanied by social
democracy, a principle
that became central to the
Indian Constitution
(continew page 25)
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(Supreme Court of India).
Influence on Subsequent
Movements

The Mahad Satyagraha
served as a template for
future Dalit movements,
including:

Temple entry movements
(e.g., Kalaram Temple
Satyagraha)
Political ~ mobilization
through  organizations
like  the  Bahishkrit
Hitakarini Sabha

Later movements for
reservation and represen-
tation

It also inspired broader

anti-caste struggles
across India, contributing
to the emergence of Dalit
literature, activism, and
political assertion.

Mahad as a “Watershed
Moment”

Modern scholarship con-
sistently describes Mahad
as a “watershed moment”
in Dalit history. It
marked:

The transition from sub-
ordination to resistance
The emergence of Dalits
as political agents

The beginning of modern
anti-caste movements

As noted in contemporary
analyses, Mahad repre-
sented a shift from peti-
tioning to direct action
and open revolt (The
Indian Express).
Conclusion

The Mahad Talab
Movement of 1927 occu-
pies a central place in the
history of Dalit revolt and
Indian democracy. It was
not merely a struggle for
access to water but a rev-
olutionary assertion of
human dignity, equality,

and rights.

Its historical importance
lies in:

Establishing the first
organized Dalit mass
movement
Transforming caste from
a social issue into a
political question
Initiating an ideological
critique of Brahmanism
Laying the foundation
for constitutional
democracy and social
justice

In essence, Mahad rep-
resents the moment
when  Dalits, under

Ambedkar’s leadership,
declared themselves not
as passive victims but as
active makers of history.
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Britain Goes to India: The Challenges Facing UK
Universities and the Question of Caste Discrimination

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Something significant is
happening in higher educa-
tion. For the first time, British
universities are not waiting
for Indian students to come
to them — they are going to
India instead. Nine UK uni-
versities, including
Southampton, Bristol, York,
and Liverpool, have
received approval to open
campuses on Indian soil. It
is an exciting development,
but also a complicated one.
India is a vast country with
an enormous demand for
high-quality education.
According to some esti-
mates, by 2035, it will need
70 million university places
— but currently has room for
only 40 million students. The
opportunity is obvious. Yet
opportunity and success are
not the same thing. UK uni-
versities face a long list of
challenges as they attempt
to transplant their brand,
their values, and their aca-
demic culture into one of the
world’s most complex soci-

eties.

This article explores those
challenges — including one
that is rarely discussed
openly: caste discrimination,
and whether Dalit students
will face the same barriers at
UK branch campuses as
they do across Indian higher
education.

The Challenges
Universities Face

1. Cost and Who Can Afford

UK

to Attend

UK branch campuses in
India are cheaper than
studying in Britain.
Campuses will serve stu-
dents from relatively
wealthy, urban back-
grounds. The students who
most need access to high-

quality education — those
from rural areas, lower-
income families, or margin-
alised communities — are

unlikely to benefit in any sig-
nificant way. A prestigious
British degree, even at a
reduced price, is still out of
reach for tens of millions of
Indians.

2. Where the Campuses Are
Located

UK universities are being
strategic about where they

set up. Southampton
opened its campus in
Gurugram’s  International

Tech Park. Surrey is heading
to GIFT City, a financial hub
in Gujarat. These are premi-
um zones in wealthy urban
areas — exactly the kind of
place that already has good
infrastructure and a student
base ready to pay.

This makes business sense.
But it also means UK univer-
sities are largely reproduc-
ing existing privilege rather
than challenging it. They are
setting up in places where
success is more likely — not
necessarily where need is
greatest.

3. Infrastructure That Is Not
Ready

India’s university infrastruc-

ture is growing fast — the
number of universities has
jumped from 760 in 2015 to
over 1,300 today — but the
quality is deeply uneven.
Many institutions lack proper
laboratories, libraries, and
digital equipment. Faculty

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

shortages are severe.
Outside the major cities,
higher education is often
underfunded and under-
staffed.

4. Faculty: Who Will Teach?
A UK degree is only as good
as the people delivering it.
Recruiting experienced,
research-active academics
to teach in India is a serious
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challenge. Salaries competi-
tive enough to attract top
faculty represent a signifi-
cant cost. And faculty willing
to relocate permanently —
rather than fly in occasional-
ly — are rare.

If UK campuses rely too
heavily on visiting lecturers
or locally hired staff without
the same training and stan-
dards, the quality of the
degree will suffer. Students
paying for a British educa-
tion expect British academic
rigour. Delivering that con-
sistently, thousands of miles
from the home campus, is
genuinely difficult.
5. Navigating
Regulation
Foreign universities in India
must operate under the
University Grants
Commission — India’s high-
er education regulator. The
rules are complex, shifting,
and sometimes contradicto-
ry. In early 2026, the UGC
introduced new anti-discrim-
ination regulations for uni-
versities — only for India’s
Supreme Court to suspend

Indian

them almost immediately fol-
lowing a political backlash.

UK universities are used to
operating within a single reg-
ulatory framework. In India,
they must balance UGC
rules, state government
rules, and in special eco-
nomic zones like GIFT City,
a separate financial regula-
tor too. Getting this wrong —
a mishandled accreditation,
a regulatory breach — could
threaten the entire venture.
6. Reputation Risk

UK universities are global
brands. Their reputations
have been built over cen-
turies. If something goes
wrong at an Indian campus
— a scandal, a discrimina-
tion case, a quality failure —
the damage is not contained
to India. It reflects on the
parent institution at home.
Caste Discrimination and
What It Means for UK
Campuses

The Reality of Caste in
Indian Higher Education
Caste is not a relic of India’s
past. It is a living, active
force in its universities —
including its most presti-
gious ones. The scale of
caste-based discrimination
in Indian higher education is
deeply troubling.

Reports submitted to India’s
Supreme Court show that
complaints of caste discrimi-
nation in universities rose by
118% over five years, reach-
ing 378 reported incidents in
2023-24. These are only the

reported cases — the actual
number is almost certainly
much higher, since many
students fear the conse-
quences of speaking up.

The human cost has been
devastating. From 2004 to
2024, 115 Dalit student sui-
cides were reported, many

directly linked to caste
harassment.  High-profile
cases — like PhD student

Rohith Vemula and post-
graduate doctor Payal Tadvi
— shocked India and trig-
gered nationwide protests.
Yet systemic change has
been slow and contested.
Discrimination does not only
come from fellow students.
There are documented
cases of professors using
casteist slurs and Dalit stu-
dents being excluded from
classrooms. So-called
‘merit’ in many institutions
carries deeply Brahmanical
assumptions — upper-caste
students are assumed to be
naturally more capable,
while Dalit students are
stereotyped as being pres-
ent only because of reserva-
tion policies.

2. Will Dalits Face the Same
Discrimination at UK
Campuses?

This is the most uncomfort-
able question of this entire
expansion — and it does not
have a reassuring answer
The honest response is: yes,
unless UK universities take
deliberate, specific steps to
prevent it. And so far, there
(continew page 26)




www.samajweekly.com

Britan Goest ndia: The Challenges Facing UK Univrsities and the Quesion of Caste Discrimination

is very little evidence that
they are doing so.

Here is why the risk is real:
(1) Caste does not disap-
pear at the campus gates.
Students bring their social
worlds with them. In a cam-
pus dominated by upper-
caste, wealthy, urban stu-
dents — which is exactly
what these branch campus-
es will initially attract —
Dalit students who do enrol
may face the same social
exclusion, stereotyping,
and hostility they experi-
ence elsewhere. Prestige
does not dissolve prejudice.
(2) UK universities do not
have a clean record on
caste themselves.
Research has found that
there is very little institution-
al understanding of caste
discrimination on British
campuses. When South
Asian students from Dalit
backgrounds raise caste
issues in the UK, they often
find that staff have no
framework for understand-
ing or addressing them.
Upper-caste students and
faculty from South Asian

backgrounds sometimes
actively work to suppress
caste from being discussed
at all.

(3) The UK itself does not
legally recognise caste as a
protected characteristic. In
2018, the government
chose not to add caste to
the Equality Act. This
means UK universities do
not have explicit caste
equality policies, because
they are not legally required
to. They cannot simply
‘export’ a framework they
do not have.

(4) India’'s own regulatory
protections are in chaos.
The UGC'’s new anti-dis-
crimination regulations —

which  included direct
accountability for university
heads — were stayed by

the Supreme Court almost
immediately after being
introduced in January 2026.
The complaint mechanisms
that do exist, the SC/ST
Cells required in Indian uni-
versities, are widely seen
as ineffective and more
interested in protecting
institutional reputation than
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helping students.

3. What Would Actually
Help?

If UK universities are seri-
ous about not replicating
India’s caste hierarchies on
their campuses, they need
to take concrete steps —
not just issue statements
about inclusion.

That means actively recruit-
ing Dalit, OBC, and Adivasi
students through targeted
scholarships, not just wait-
ing to see who applies. It
means hiring faculty from
marginalised caste back-
grounds — not just import-
ing a predominantly upper-
caste teaching staff. It
means creating independ-
ent grievance mechanisms
that Dalit students can trust,
entirely separate from man-
agement. And it means
training staff — British and
Indian — in what caste dis-
crimination actually looks
like and how to address it.

Oxford’s India Centre for
Sustainable Development
recently created what it
describes as the first UK

scholarship specifically tar-
geting SC, ST, and OBC

students. Somerville
College has launched
Savitribai Phule

Scholarship. This is a start.
But it is one scholarship at
one institution.

Conclusion
UK universities arriving in
India carry genuine

strengths: strong academic
traditions, global reputa-
tions, and a sincere belief
in the value of international
education. The demand is
real, the policy window is
open, and the early signs
from Southampton’s cam-
pus in Gurugram are cau-
tiously positive.

But the challenges are not
minor. Affordability, loca-
tion, faculty quality, regula-
tory complexity, and infra-
structure all present seri-
ous obstacles. Any one of
them could undermine an
otherwise promising ven-
ture.

The caste question is the
most serious of all — not
because it is the most like-
ly to cause a financial prob-
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lem, but because it goes to
the heart of what UK uni-
versities claim to stand for.
They present themselves
as institutions built on mer-
itocracy, inclusion, and
equal opportunity. If their
Indian campuses become
spaces where Dalit stu-
dents face the same dis-
crimination, exclusion, and
prejudice they experience
everywhere else in Indian
higher education, that
claim will ring very hollow
indeed.

The expansion is worth
pursuing. But it needs to be
pursued honestly — with
clear eyes about what it will
take to succeed, and with
genuine commitment to the
students who have histori-
cally been left behind.
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Dr. Aammbedkar Foundation

I participated in the March 28
meeting of the General Body
of Dr. Ambedkar Foundation
(DAF) held at the monumen-
tal and prestigious venue —
Dr. Ambedkar International
Center (DAIC) at New Delhi.
The meeting was presided
over by the Ex-officio
Chairman of the DAF, Dr.
Varindra Kumar, Minister of
Social Justice and
Empowerment. It was my
first opportunity to register
my attendance at such a
meeting as a nominated
Member of the DAF. It was a
good and firsthand experi-
ence to know and understand
the work and the functioning
of the prestigious and

esteemed government outfit

marginalized sections. It pro-
vided me an ample opportu-
nity to renew my association
and acquaintances with high-
ly placed personalities;
Chairman of  National
Commission  for  SCs,
Kishore =~ Makwana, Dr.
Naresh Chauhan, Prof.

Chaman Lal Banga of
Himachal Pradesh, Prof
Pramod Mehra of IGNOU,
Advocate Mohit Bhardwaj,
Ms. Heman Sant, Dr. Dinesh
Kumar, Jai Bhagwan Kataria
of Haryana among others and
also made new friends from
various states of the country.
It was a beneficial and educa-
tive exercise. After the
exchange of pleasantries and
introductions, Director of

established in the name of
one of the greatest sons of
India, Babasaheb Ambedkar
and to promote and carry for-
ward his lofty mission and
legacy. Hon’ble Chairman
and Minister was ably assist-
ed by the designated senior

-
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Ramesh Chander
The writer is A Retired
Career Diplomat.

functionaries of the DAF,
Director Manoj Tiwari and
the DAIC, Director Akash
Patil at the meeting in which
Members of the Executive
and General Body of the
DAF participated with enthu-
siasm as the followers of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, an
icon of the society at large
particularly the weaker and

DAF, Manoj Tiwari steered
and carried the agenda of the
meeting successfully and
answered the resultant
queries and observations by
the members. Hon’ble
Minister provided opportuni-
ty to all the participants to
speak briefly and listened
with patience. Joining the
members, I also thanked
Hon’ble Chairman and
appreciated the good work
being done by the DAF under
his stewardship and guid-
ance. | took the opportunity
to mention about the propos-
al on April 14, birthday of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, to be
declared s International Day
of Equality under the aegis of
UN not only to recognize and
honour Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
but also to add further
imputes to India’s cultural
and soft diplomacy. The pro-
posal is resting with the GOI
for the last 10 years. I
requested the DAF to kindly
lend its valuable support to
the proposal as appropriate.
My detailed submissions at
the meeting are appended to
this note for kind perusal.
Most of members who spoke
said that though the DAF was
doing well yet it was felt that
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there was a need to take it to
the grassroots for the benefit
and advantage of the com-
mon man at large. The nomi-
nated members should be
involved in the functioning
of the DAF with a view to
provide much need visibility
to the DAF, a premier agency
pertaining to our icon,
Babasaheb Ambedkar.

Hon’ble Minister concluded
the meeting with his brief
remarks and thanked the
DAF and DAIC functionar-
ies and the participating

members for arranging the
meeting of the esteemed
DAF. The DAF, thoughtfully,
gave a plaque brass with an
inscribed image of the statue
of Babasaheb Ambedkar
adorning the central dome of

DAIC, as a befitting
Memento to the members
and also added a copy of the
original text of the
Constitution of India to the
kit of documents provided.
Yet another memorable event
of the day, after a sumptuous
lunch, was going down and
has a photo at the feet of the
imposing statue of
Babasaheb Ambedkar.

It may be added that Dr.
Ambedkar Foundation is an
autonomous  organization
under the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment,
Government of India, estab-
lished to promote the princi-
ples of social justice, equali-
ty, and empowerment advo-

L
cated by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
a prominent social reformer
and architect of the Indian
Constitution. The following
programmes/plans in this
regard have been mandated
to the DAF:-

- Dr. Ambedkar Medical Aid
Scheme

- Dr. Ambedkar Study Chairs
in Universities

- Dr. Ambedkar Scheme for
celebration of birth/death
anniversaries of Great Saints
- Dr. Ambedkar Foundation
National Essay Competition

Scheme

- Dr. Ambedkar National
Merit Awards for Secondary
and Senior Secondary stu-
dents

- Scheme to Encourage and
support to inter-caste mar-
riages

Appendix —

Some suggestions for the
consideration of D
Ambedkar Foundation —
Meeting of March 28, 2026
1. Resolution for supporting
the proposal on declaring
April 14, birthday of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, as
International Day of Equality
under the aegis of the UN —
The is resting with the GOI
(MEA/PMO) since June,
2015. We have been follow-
ing up the proposal regularly
since then. My last blogs on
the subject which will give
some more information on
the issue may be accessed at:
https://diplomatictitbits.blogs

1%
pot.com/2025/08/interna-
tional-day-of-equality-hon-
ouring.html
2. Set of Volumes of Dr.
Ambedkar’s Selected Works
(Books) to be given to the
Nominated Members of the
DAF for presentations — All
the Nominated Members of
the DAF may be given 5 sets
of Volumes of Dr
Ambedkar’s Works (Books)
published by the GOI. The
Members may present these
books to the Colleges or
Libraries of other prominent
institutions of the area. It
would tend to provide some
much needed acceptance and
recognition of the DAF and
the Member on one hand and
on the other would benefit
the public about the legacy of
Babasaheb Ambedkar.

3. Celebration of the
Constitution Day in all the
State capitals under the aegis
of DAF - Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar was the chief
architect of the Constitution
of India. His contribution in
building the nation of India is
unparalleled. GOI has, very
thoughtfully, decided to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of
the  Constitution  Day
throughout the year and
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rightly so. DAF shall not lag
behind in joining the celebra-
tions n this regard. DAF
should provide for a grant of
Rs.5, 00,000/- to each State
to celebrate and observe the
Day in a befitting manner.
The Nominated Members of
the DAF should be associat-
ed with these celebrations.
With this DAF would get
better image in the public, to
my mind.

4. Resolution to urge and
request the GOI and other
concerned  agencies  to
include the last speech of Dr.
Ambedkar delivered in the
Constituent Assembly on
November 25, 1949 in the
University/College
Curriculum — DAF may pass
a Resolution to include the

last speech of Dr.Ambedkar

made in the Constituent
Assembly in the university cur-
riculum for the benefit of the
younger generations. There
could not be two opinions on
the fact that it is one of the best
speeches ever made in make
India that is Bharat the lad of
our dreams. It is as relevant
today as it was in 1949.

5. Financial support to
Ambedkar Bhawans in all dis-
tricts of India — It has been
observed that Amedkar
Bhawans, generally, are under-
going financial hardships as the
followers of Ambedkar are
mostly poor and weak finan-
cially. These Bhawans are
doing good job in keeping the
legacy of the leader alive and
functional. DAF may consider
supporting them with financial
grants to strengthen and stream-
line their functioning. This ges-
ture would go a long way in
providing much needed visibil-
ity to the functioning of the
DAF and provide a handle to
the Nominated Members of the
DAF in their respective areas.
6. Inter-caste Marriages —
Encouragement and support
including employment to the
SC partner.




www.samajweekly.com ferm 05/04/2026 28

Samaj Weekly

. AH '-rﬂarﬂ

Punjabi, Hindi & English Newspaper - UK & EU Edition =——

73 DIGITAL MEDIA 3% A

Fp% %‘H'S!a' §' B'rfea' aa' facebuok

a v eckly

s I Y u e e i
H1§ W 3- m aa- X gosamajweekly
FI"§' ezﬂﬁ'ru 5% g= M3 er@ Afag TS

5% at w@ AHH Saat GLbiCE
| niyug fe ferfsag @<
+44 7878 4564834

cmail:-Samajweekly@gmail.com




