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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and

-
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experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

07488841161
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The Samaj Weekly and people associated with it are not responsible for any claims made by the advisers and don’t endorse any product or service advertising Samaj Weekly. Please consult your lawyer
before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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Constitutional Morality in India: An Ambedkarite Essay
on Its Concept and Violations Since Independence

(Asian independent)

The
morality occupies a central
place in the democratic vision
of B. R. Ambedkar, who regard-
ed it as indispensable for the
successful functioning of a con-
stitutional democracy in India.
For Ambedkar, the Constitution
was not merely a legal docu-
ment but a moral and political
framework that required a cor-
responding ethical
among both rulers and citizens.
Constitutional morality, there-
fore, goes beyond formal adher-
ence to laws; it demands a deep
respect for democratic values,
institutional integrity, and the
protection of the rights of the
most vulnerable. However, the
trajectory of post-independence
India reveals a persistent gap
between constitutional ideals
and political practice, raising
important questions about the
viability of constitutional
morality in a deeply hierarchi-
cal society.

Ambedkar borrowed the term
“constitutional morality” from
George Grote, who used it to
describe adherence to constitu-
tional forms and procedures in
ancient Greek democracies
(Grote 1862). Yet Ambedkar
significantly expanded the con-
cept to suit the Indian context.
For him, constitutional morality
was not limited to procedural
fidelity but encompassed a
broader commitment to justice,
equality, liberty, and fraternity.
It required those in power to
exercise restraint, respect insti-
tutional boundaries, and act in
accordance with the spirit rather
than merely the letter of the
Constitution. Ambedkar
emphasized that such morality
is not innate but must be culti-
vated through education and
practice, warning that without
it, even the best-designed
Constitution could fail
(Ambedkar 1948).

At the core of Ambedkar’s con-
ception lies the principle of the
supremacy of the Constitution.
In a society historically gov-
erned by religious texts and
caste norms, this principle was
revolutionary. It implied that all
social practices, however
deeply entrenched, must yield
to constitutional values. This
was closely linked to his insis-
tence on institutional integrity.

idea of constitutional

culture

Ambedkar envisioned a system
of checks and balances in which
the legislature, executive, and
judiciary would function within
clearly defined limits. Any
encroachment by one organ
upon another would undermine
the constitutional order and lead
to arbitrariness (Austin 1966).
Equally  significant  was
Ambedkar’s concern with
minority rights and the dangers
of majoritarianism. In a caste-
based society, numerical major-
ity could easily translate into
social domination.
Constitutional morality, there-
fore, required robust safeguards
to protect minorities from the
tyranny of the majority. This
concern was rooted in his
broader commitment to the rule
of law, which demands equality
before law and the absence of
arbitrary power (Dicey 1959).
However, Ambedkar went
beyond liberal constitutional-
ism by emphasizing fraternity
as a necessary moral founda-
tion. Without a sense of social
solidarity, he argued, liberty
and equality would remain frag-
ile and superficial. The persist-
ence of caste hierarchy, which
denies basic human dignity to
large sections of society, posed
a fundamental challenge to the
realization of constitutional
morality (Omvedt 1994).
Ambedkar’s warning to the
Constituent Assembly on the
eve of the Constitution’s adop-
tion remains one of the most
prescient critiques of Indian
democracy. He cautioned that
political democracy could not
endure without social democra-
cy and described Indian society
as “essentially undemocratic.”
He also warned against hero-
worship in politics, which he
believed could lead to dictator-
ship (Ambedkar 1949). These
concerns have proved remark-
ably relevant in the decades
since independence, as India
has witnessed repeated viola-
tions of constitutional morality.
One of the most striking exam-
ples the period of
Emergency declared by Indira
Gandhi in India. During this
time, fundamental rights were
suspended, political opposition
was suppressed, and press free-
dom was severely curtailed.
Although these actions were
carried out within a formal legal

was
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framework, they represented a
profound violation of constitu-
tional morality, demonstrating
how constitutional provisions
can be manipulated to under-
mine democratic principles
(Austin 1999). The Emergency
highlighted the fragility of dem-
ocratic institutions and the dan-
gers of concentrating power in
the executive. Even the present
Modi rule is said to be an unde-
clared emergency.

Another significant area of con-
cern has been the misuse of

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
Peoples Front

Article 356, which allows for
the dismissal of state govern-
ments. While constitutionally
sanctioned, its frequent use for
political purposes undermined
federalism and violated the
spirit of the Constitution (Arora
1995). Similarly, the rise of
majoritarian politics has posed
a serious challenge to constitu-
tional morality. The increasing
influence of religious national-
ism in public life has affected
minority rights and weakened

the principle of secularism.
From an Ambedkarite perspec-
tive, such developments repre-
sent a fundamental departure
from the egalitarian vision of
the Constitution and reinforce

existing social hierarchies
(Jaffrelot 2003).
The persistence of caste

inequality further underscores
the limitations of constitutional
morality in practice. Despite
constitutional guarantees, caste-
based discrimination and vio-
lence continue to affect Dalits
and other marginalized commu-
nities. This reflects a deep con-
tradiction between political
democracy and social reality.
As scholars have argued, the
Constitution operates within a
society that often resists its
transformative goals (Guru
2009). Ambedkar himself rec-
ognized this tension and insist-
ed that social reform was essen-
tial for the success of political
democracy.

Institutional erosion has also
contributed to the weakening of
constitutional morality.
Concerns about judicial inde-
pendence, the declining quality
of legislative deliberation, and
the politicization of executive
agencies have raised questions
about the functioning of demo-
cratic institutions. These devel-
opments undermine the system
of checks and balances that is
central to constitutional gover-
nance (Mehta 2003). Electoral
distortions, including the influ-
ence of money and the crimi-

nalization of politics, further
weaken democratic accounta-
bility (Chhibber and Nooruddin
2004).

The curtailment of civil liber-
ties represents another area
where constitutional morality
has  been  compromised.
Restrictions on dissent, includ-
ing the use of sedition and anti-
terror laws, have raised con-
cerns about the protection of
fundamental rights. Ambedkar
viewed dissent as an essential
component of democracy, and
its suppression contradicts the
spirit of constitutional morality
(Baxi 1982).

Despite these challenges, there
have been instances where con-
stitutional morality has been
upheld, particularly through
judicial intervention. The
Supreme Court of India has
invoked the concept in several
landmark judgments, emphasiz-
ing the primacy of constitution-
al values over social norms.
These decisions reflect an
ongoing struggle to realize
Ambedkar’s vision in a com-
plex and evolving society.
From an Ambedkarite perspec-
tive, the persistent violations of
constitutional morality are not
merely the result of individual
failures but are rooted in struc-
tural conditions. The continued
dominance of caste hierarchy,
the absence of social and eco-
nomic democracy, and the con-
centration of power in elite
groups all contribute to the ero-
sion of constitutional values.
Moreover, the lack of wide-
spread constitutional awareness
among citizens limits the capac-
ity for democratic accountabili-
ty.The restoration of constitu-
tional morality, therefore,
requires more than institutional
reform. It demands a funda-
mental transformation of socie-
ty. Ambedkar’s call for the
annihilation of caste remains
central to this project. Without
addressing  the  structural
inequalities that shape social
relations, constitutional values
cannot be fully realized. At the
same time, efforts to promote
constitutional education and
civic awareness are essential for
cultivating a democratic cul-
ture. Strengthening institutions,
protecting dissent, and promot-
ing ethical political leadership
are equally important.
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In conclusion, constitutional
morality remains one of
Ambedkar’s most profound
contributions to democratic
thought. It highlights the ethical
foundations of constitutional
governance and underscores the
importance of social transfor-
mation for the success of
democracy. The experience of
independent India reveals a per-
sistent gap between constitu-
tional ideals and social realities,
reflecting the challenges of
implementing a transformative
Constitution in a deeply hierar-
chical society. Ambedkar’s
warning about the fragility of
democracy continues to res-
onate, reminding us that the
survival of constitutional gover-
nance depends not only on legal
structures but on the moral
commitment of society.
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The National Conference on “Reason,
Rationality and Republic: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,”

Karnataka and other states,

sciences,

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-

ENT UK along with faculty members
Dear all, in the social
I am happy to share high- research scholars, and post-
lights from the recent graduate students.
National Conference on [ had the honour of repre-
“Reason, Rationality and senting the South Indian
Republic: Dr. B. R. Buddhist Council, where I
Ambedkar,” held on 27-28 presented a paper titled
February 2026 at Rani “Dhamma, Human Dignity
Channamma  University, and Social Transformation:
Belagavi, Karnataka. The A Canonical, Ambedkarite,

conference was organized in
collaboration with the Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Training,
Research and Extension
Centre under the Social
Welfare Department,
Government of Karnataka. [t
brought together Directors

and Constitutional Inquiry.”
I shared this work before
distinguished scholars and

thinkers including Prof.
Rajiv  Bhargava, Prof.
Lakshmanan, Prof.

Somsekhar, and others.
My paper explores the inter-

and social transformation
through a critical engage-
ment with the Pali Canon,
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s rein-
terpretation of Buddhism,
and the idea of constitution-
al morality. It argues that
Buddhism is not only a path
of personal liberation but
also a framework for social
ethics, situating dukkha as
both an existential and struc-
tural condition. Drawing on

close readings of the
Sigalovada Sutta, Aggafiia
Sutta, and Cakkavatti

Sthanada Sutta, the paper
shows that the Buddha artic-
ulated an early vision of
social responsibility, eco-

Further, the paper conceptu-
alizes caste as institutional-
ized dukkha—a system that
systematically undermines
human dignity. By placing
constitutional morality in

Buddhism provides a ration-
al and coherent ethical foun-
dation for social democracy.
The paper concludes by
reflecting on contemporary
Dalit-Buddhist movements

I extend my sincere grati-
tude to Prof. Somsekar, Prof.
Lakshmanan, and Prof.
Ashok D’Souza for this
valuable opportunity given
to me.

of Ambedkar Study Chairs connections

from universities across

Dhamma, human dignity,

between nomic justice, and ethical

governance.
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Air Canada CEO Michael Rousseau’s English-Only

Condolence Video After Runway Collision Draws Criticism

(Asian independent) In the
wake of a devastating runway
collision that claimed the lives
of two pilots and injured sever-
al passengers, Air Canada CEO
Michael Rousseau has issued
an apology after facing signifi-
cant backlash for delivering his
condolence message solely in
English. The incident, which
involved an Air Canada aircraft
operated by Jazz Aviation and a
fire truck at LaGuardia Airport,
has reignited discussions about
language representation and
sensitivity in a bilingual nation.
On the day of the tragedy,
which killed pilots Antoine
Forest and Mackenzie Gunther,
Rousseau released a video
message expressing condo-
lences and sorrow for the vic-
tims’ families but failed to pro-
vide a French version, sparking
outrage among political leaders
and language advocates. Critics
emphasized that as the head of
one of Canada’s key airlines,
Rousseau’s English-only mes-
sage was not just a gaffe, but a
breach of the bilingual obliga-
tions set forth in Canada’s
Official Languages Act.

In a written statement issued in

both English and French,
Rousseau expressed deep
remorse that his limited profi-
ciency in French detracted
from the focus on the grieving
families and the airline staff
affected by this tragedy. “I am
profoundly saddened that my
inability to communicate effec-
tively in French has shifted
attention away from the vic-
tims and their loved ones,”
Rousseau stated. “Despite my
commitment and efforts to
improve my language skills
over the years, I recognize that
[ still struggle to express
myself adequately.”

The collision occurred shortly
after the Air Canada flight,
which had departed from
Montreal, landed at LaGuardia.
Investigations have revealed
that both the aircraft and the
fire truck had been cleared to
cross the runway moments
before the incident. The colli-
sion resulted in the tragic loss
of two lives and left several
passengers injured, with four
individuals still hospitalized
days after the event.

Prime Minister Mark Carney,
who has been vocal about the

Special

incident, criticized Rousseau’s
English-only message as lack-
ing compassion. “In times of
tragedy, we must come togeth-
er as a nation and communicate
with empathy. An absence of a
bilingual message in such a sig-
nificant moment is a failure to
recognize the diversity that
defines our country,” Carney
remarked at a recent press con-
ference.

Quebec Premier Frangois
Legault went a step further,
suggesting that Rousseau
should consider stepping down
if he is unable to meet the bilin-
gual expectations of his posi-
tion. “As the CEO of a major
Canadian airline, it is impera-
tive that he represents both offi-
cial languages. If he cannot do
so, perhaps it is time for new
leadership,” Legault stated.
The incident has also drawn the
concern of Canada’s parlia-
mentary Committee on Official
Languages, which has called
upon Rousseau to appear
before Members of Parliament
to explain why his initial video
message was not delivered in
both official languages. “This
situation raises serious ques-

tions about the commitment to
bilingualism within our nation-
al institutions,” said committee
chair, MP Julie Dabrusin.
Despite being privatized in
1988, Air Canada is still subject
to the country’s bilingual obli-
gations, routinely providing
onboard announcements in
English and French.
While Rousseau has faced crit-
icism for his French language
skills since taking over as CEO
in 2021, the recent events have
escalated the scrutiny
surrounding his lead-
ership and communication
abilities.
As investigations into the colli-
sion continue, with
early details from cockpit
recordings suggesting a mis-
communication in runway
clearance, Rousseau’s
apology has brought neither
comfort nor resolution to the
families affected by this
tragedy. Airport oper-
ations were temporarily halted
following the incident, and
authorities are working dili-
gently to ensure the affected
runway is reopened safely.
In conclusion, the collision at
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LaGuardia Airport and the sub-
sequent fallout from
Rousseau’s English-only con-
dolence message have sparked
a broader conversation about
bilingualism in Canada. As the
nation grapples with the impli-
cations of language in leader-
ship, the focus remains on the
victims and their families,
whose grief has been overshad-
owed by the controversy.
Rousseau’s commitment to
improve his French skills may
be a step forward, but for many
Canadians, the incident raises
critical  questions  about
accountability and sensitivity
in a diverse society.

SURJIT SINGH
FLORA
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Where Did You Go?

The National Embarrassment of Borrowing a German Warship Once, We Ruled the Waves

There was a time when the
phrase “Rule, Britannia”
was not just a song — it
was a statement of fact.
Britannia did rule the
waves. The Royal Navy
was the mightiest fighting
force on the world’s
oceans. It  defeated
Napoleon at Trafalgar. It
policed the high seas for
over two centuries. It pro-
tected British trade, British
people, and British values
from one corner of the
globe to the other.

The famous anthem, writ-
ten in 1740, declared with
pride:

“Rule, Britannia!
Britannia, rule the waves!
Britons never, never, never
shall be slaves.”

These were not empty
words. They were backed
up by steel, cannon, and
the most powerful fleet the
world had ever seen.

A Warship From Germany
In 2026, something quite
extraordinary — and quite
embarrassing — happened.
The Royal Navy, one of the
most storied fighting forces
in human history, found
itself unable to provide a
warship for a NATO com-
mitment. So a German
frigate, the Sachsen,
stepped in to fill the gap.

Let that sink in for a
moment.

Britain — the nation that
once commanded the
largest naval empire the
world had ever known —
had to borrow a vessel
from Germany to carry its
own flag at a NATO mis-
sion.

Conservative MP Ben
Obese-Jecty did not mince
his words. “The Royal
Navy,” he said, “has offi-
cially run out of ships.” He
called it a national embar-
rassment — and it is hard
to argue with him.

How Did It Come to This?
The answer is both simple
and deeply troubling: the
Royal Navy has had
decades of underfunding
and poor planning.

At the time of this incident,
no fewer than five of the
Navy’s six Type 45
destroyers — the most
powerful surface warships
in the fleet — were either
undergoing repairs or out
of action. HMS Daring,
Diamond, and Defender
were being upgraded to fix
long-standing engine prob-
lems. HMS Dauntless and
Duncan were in mainte-
nance. That left HMS

Dragon, which was already
deployed

to the
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Mediterranean.

With every available ship
committed or broken
down, there was simply
nothing left to send.

This is not bad luck. This is
the result of years of cut-
ting the defence budget,
delaying maintenance, and
assuming that nothing seri-
ous would ever go wrong.
The chickens, as they say,
have come home to roost.
The Bigger Picture

Britain is not alone in fac-
ing defence challenges, but
it has allowed things to
slide further than most.
While Poland is spending
4% of its national income
on defence, and countries
across Europe are urgently
rearming in the face of
Russian aggression, Britain
is still debating whether it
can afford to reach 2.5%.
The current government
has pledged to raise
defence spending. But crit-
ics — including many sen-
ior military figures — say
it is too little, too slow. The
world in 2026 is arguably
more dangerous than at any
point since the Cold War.
Russia wages war in
Ukraine. Tensions simmer
in the Middle East and the
Far East. NATO allies are
being asked to shoulder
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more of the burden.

And yet Britain struggles
to keep its warships at sea.
What Does “Rule
Britannia” Mean Today?
The song is still sung —
most famously at the Last
Night of the Proms. Every
year, crowds wave Union
Jacks and belt out those
proud words. But for many,
the song has become more
of a lament than a celebra-
tion. A fond memory of
what Britain once was,
rather than a reflection of
what it is today.

The gap between the
Britain of Trafalgar and the
Britain of today is not just
about ships and money. It
is about political will. It is
about a governing class
that has, for decades, treat-
ed defence as an after-
thought — something to
be cut when budgets are
tight, and quietly restored
only when the headlines
become too uncomfort-
able.

The warship borrowed
from Germany is a sym-
bol. It tells a story about a
nation that has slowly, qui-
etly, allowed its defences
to decay while attention
and money flowed else-
where.

Time to Wake Up

'-'-.rl'

The men and women of
the Royal Navy still serve
with extraordinary skill
and dedication. That has
never been in doubt. The
problem is not the sailors
— it is the politicians and
policymakers who have
consistently failed to give
them the tools they need.
Britain still has the talent,
the tradition, and the tech-
nical knowledge to main-
tain a world-class Navy.
What it lacks is the politi-
cal commitment to fund it
properly.

The borrowing of a
German warship should be
a wake-up call. Not a
cause for political point-
scoring, but a moment for
honest national reflection.
Are we serious about our
defence?

Are we serious about our
place in the world?

Or are we content to slow-
ly fade, while singing
proudly about ruling the
waves?

Rule Britannia once meant
something real.

It can again — but only if
Britain chooses to make it
SO.

“Britons never, never,
never shall be slaves.”
The question today is
whether Britons are will-
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ing to invest in the free-
dom that famous line
promises.
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UK Visa Fee Increase Will Make Britain
More Expensive for Students and Workers
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Indian Workers Association Criticises Government Decision, Calls for Review
b | |

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Leicester (England),
(Sukhjinder Singh
Dhadde) — The Indian
Workers  Association
(Great Britain) has
strongly criticised the
UK Government’s deci-
sion to increase immi-
gration and visa fees
from 8 April, saying the
move will place an
additional financial bur-
den on migrants, inter-
national students, work-

ers and families.

In a press statement, the
Association said the
United Kingdom
already operates one of
the most expensive
immigration systems in
the world and the latest
increase in visa charges
will make it even more
difficult for ordinary
people to visit, study,
work or settle in Britain.
According  to the
revised Home Office fee
structure coming into
effect on 8 April, sever-
al visa and immigration
charges have increased.
The fee for a six-month
visit visa has risen from

£127 to £135. The two-
year visit visa fee has
increased from £475 to
£506, the five-year visit
visa from £848 to £903
and the ten-year visit
visa from £1,059 to
£1,128.

The student visa fee has
also increased from
£524 to £558. The
Association said inter-
national students
already face high tuition
fees and living costs in
the UK, and the increase
in visa fees further adds
to their financial bur-
den.

The Skilled Worker visa
fee has increased from
£769 to £819 for visas
granted for up to three
years and from £1,519
to £1,618 for wvisas
issued for more than
three years. Similarly,
the Health and Care visa
fee has increased from
£304 to £324 for visas
up to three years and
from £590 to £628 for
visas longer than three
years. Fees for
Temporary Work visas,
the Youth Mobility
Scheme and the India

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of IWA (GB),
Leave to Remain (ILR)

Young  Professionals
Scheme have also
increased from £319 to
£340.

The Association also
pointed out that several
immigration applica-
tions made inside the
UK have become more
expensive. Visitor
extension fees have
increased from £1,100
to £1,172, while the cost
of applying for leave to
remain has increased
from £1,321 to £1,407.
The fee for Indefinite

has increased from
£3,029 to £3,226.

In addition, the
Electronic Travel

Authorisation (ETA) fee
has increased from £16
to £20. Nationality-
related fees have also
increased, with the cost
of British citizenship

naturalisation  rising
from £1,605 to £1,709.
Employer sponsor

licence fees have also
increased, rising from
£1,579 to £1,682 for

large sponsors and from
£574 to £611 for small
sponsors.

The Indian Workers
Association said
migrants already face
significant  expenses,
including visa fees, the
Immigration Health
Surcharge and other
administrative charges.
Repeated increases in
these fees risk making
the immigration system
inaccessible for many
ordinary families and
workers.

The Association also
stated that rising visa
charges show immigra-
tion fees increasingly
serve as a revenue-rais-
ing tool rather than sim-
ply covering adminis-
trative costs.

It also warned that high-
er visa fees discourage
international students
from choosing the UK
as a study destination
and create difficulties
for employers who
rely on overseas work-
ers in sectors such as
healthcare, social care,
engineering and tech-
nology.

The organisation also
highlighted the contin-
uing high costs faced
by families applying
for visas, settlement
and citizenship, stating
that immigration must
not become a privilege
available only to those
who can afford exces-
sive government fees.

Sital  Singh  Gill,
General Secretary of

the Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain), said

migrants, students and
workers make an enor-
mous contribution to
the UK economy and
society. He said
increasing visa fees
again places additional
pressure on families
and discourages talent-
ed people from coming
to the United
Kingdom.

He called on the gov-
ernment to reconsider
the latest visa fee
increases and ensure
that the immigration
system remains fair,
accessible and afford-
able.
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(Asian independent) A
landmark gathering of
scholars, activists, and
community leaders at the
University of British
Columbia and Simon
Fraser University has con-
cluded with a powerful
call to action: the total
annihilation of caste-relat-
ed barriers in North
America. The Ambedkar
Symposium on
Emancipation (ASE2026),
hosted by the Chetna
Association of Canada
with support and guidance
of the various departments
of scholars, activists, and
community leaders high-
lighted the urgent need for
legislative safeguards and
social reform.

The Human Cost of

Silence
While some suggest that

caste discrimination is rare
in Canada, the symposium
brought to light staggering
and tragic counter-evi-
dence. During audience
engagement sessions, it
was revealed that at least
three killings categorized
as “honor killings” among
South Asian Canadians
were directly linked to

29/03/2026

ASE2026

women marrying outside
of their caste ancestry.
These accounts prompted
a sobering question from
the floor: “How many
more deaths will it take
before Canadian lawmak-
ers realize the depth of the
issue and enhance safe-

guards?” Dr. Moussa
Magassa  of  Royal
Mountain University

Special

| |
.

added a global perspec-
tive, sharing his own har-
rowing experience of
being denied a job oppor-
tunity in Senegal because
of his caste. This high-
lights the international sig-
nificance of caste, a phe-
nomenon highlighted also
in the public screening of
the film “Origin” with
UBC at Cinematheque.

Key
Institutional Shifts

Honoring a Trailblazer:
Senator Baltej Dhillon
was recognized for his
historic courage in chal-
lenging RCMP policies, a
move that dismantled bar-
riers for himself and
countless others. Cultural
Resistance:  Attendees
were treated to a dance
performance (by Naach
India) of the Jai Bheem
anthem and a discussion
on Ava DuVernay’s film
Origin, which explores
the intersectionality of

www.samajweekly.com

Historic Ambedkar Symposium Concludes in BC with
Bold Vision for a Caste-Free Canada- Community
News Report by Chetna Association of Canada

and the

race,
Holocaust.

Lived Experiences: The
“Caste in Canada” Project
A major focal point was
the “Caste in Canada”
project, led by Dr. Anne

caste,

Murphy, with UBC
Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr.
Seema Mahi, hired with
the support of the Social
Sciences and Humanities
Research Council. The
project utilizes oral histo-
ries to capture the lived
experiences of those
affected by caste. The
voices of youth partici-

pants were particularly
impactful, illustrating that
caste-based beliefs are not
just a relic of the past but
a persisting challenge for
the next generation.

A Roadmap for the Future
The symposium’s most
tangible outcome was the
unanimous support for the
Emancipation Center, a
research and community
hub dedicated to the lega-
cy of Dr. Ambedkar.

A full report of the sym-
posium will be prepared
and posted at www.chet-
na.ca
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