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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)

................................................................................

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he-l:l-:atraﬂa
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

o =

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Dear Rameshwar Singh,

Your complaint ID: 98673754 registered
with Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd. on
2026-02-18 has been successfully resolved and

closed.

Government of Punjab is committed to eliminating
corruption. If anyone has asked or asks you for a
bribe, please report it by clicking the link below.
Your complaint will remain confidential and will only
be visible to the higher authorities.

Thank you.
PSPCL
https://grms.pspcl.in
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Dear Rameshwar Singh,

Rﬂ"f"!i’?%g“:’;;/(ﬂ?a)

Your complaint ID: 98755163 registered
with Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd. on
2026-02-23 has been successfully resolved and

closed.

Government of Punjab is committed to eliminating
corruption. If anyone has asked or asks you for a
bribe, please report it by clicking the link below.
Your complaint will remain confidential and will only
be visible to the higher authorities.

Thank you.
PSPCL
https:/grms.pspcl.in
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> TABLET ORDERING
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> KITCHEN DISPLAY &
KITCHEN PRINTERS
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> INTEGRATED CARD
MACHINES

> JOO Al - ADVANCED
BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE
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ORDER BOOKING
SYSTEM FROM

+44-7846-588928 info@justorderonline.co.uk ©
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IWA Warns Over Use of UK Base for Military Strikes

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
IWA Warns Over Use of UK Base for
Military Strikes — “The World Needs
Peace, Not More War”

Community organisation urges diploma-
cy as reports emerge of U.S. bombers
operating from British airbase during
Iran conflict

Leicester — The Indian Workers
Association  (Great  Britain)  has
expressed concern over reports that
United States military aircraft have
recently been operating from a British
airbase amid the escalating conflict
involving Iran.

According to media reports, American
strategic bombers have been deployed to
RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire, a base
regularly used by the U.S. Air Force for
operations in Europe and the Middle
East. The reports have prompted debate
over Britain’s role in the current crisis
and the use of UK territory for overseas
military operations.

Responding to the developments, Sital
Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
Indian Workers Association (GB), said
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Sital Slngh Gill, General Secretary of IWA (GB),

the organisation believes the internation-
al community must prioritise diplomacy
and peaceful engagement rather than fur-
ther military escalation.

“Our concern is not directed against any

All Types of

Printing

Services

nation or people,” Gill said. “Our mes-
sage is simple — the world needs peace,
dialogue and respect for human life, not
further escalation of war.”

Gill said the organisation was speaking
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“The World Needs Peace, Not More War”

from a humanitarian perspective, noting
that wars often bring devastating conse-
quences for civilians and communities
caught in conflict.

“History has repeatedly shown that it is
ordinary people who suffer the most dur-
ing wars,” he added. “The wellbeing of
humanity must come before the politics
of conflict.”

The Indian Workers Association, which
has historically supported international
peace campaigns and workers’ solidarity
movements, said it believes the United
Kingdom should play a constructive role
in encouraging dialogue and diplomatic
efforts aimed at reducing tensions.

The comments come as growing instabil-
ity in the Middle East has raised global
concerns about the risk of wider escala-
tion and its potential humanitarian conse-
quences.

Peace groups and community organisa-
tions in Britain have also called for
restraint and renewed diplomatic engage-
ment, warning that further military esca-
lation could deepen instability across the
region.
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Why India’s Biggest Company Is Betting on American Oil

THE ASIAN INDE-

PENDENT UK
In early 2026,
President Trump
announced that

Reliance Industries —
India’s largest private
company was
involved in a $300 bil-
lion energy project at
the Port of
Brownsville, Texas,
operated under the
banner of America
First Refining. The
headline figure imme-
diately caught global
attention. However, the
reality behind the num-
ber is more nuanced.
The $300 billion does
not represent a con-
struction budget — it
is the estimated total
value of a 20-year off-
take agreement. Under
this deal, Reliance
would purchase
approximately 1.2 bil-
lion barrels of
American light shale
oil over two decades,
worth around $125 bil-
lion, with the refined

output — gasoline,
diesel, and jet fuel —
valued at a further
$175 billion. The actu-
al upfront capital
investment from

Reliance is expected to
be in the hundreds of
millions of dollars,
with the remainder
financed by project
partners and lenders.
Why Texas?

The purpose of this
refinery is not to serve
the Indian market — it
is to tap directly into
the world’s most abun-
dant source of oil and
sell refined products
globally.

The United States is
now the world’s largest
oil producer, pumping
over 13 million barrels
per day — more than
Saudi Arabia or
Russia. Much of that
production comes from
the Permian Basin in
West Texas, which is

connected to
Brownsville via exten-
sive pipeline infra-

structure. By building
a refinery right at the
source, Reliance elimi-
nates one of the
biggest costs in the
energy business: ship-

ping raw crude
halfway around the
world before process-
ing it.

The Port of
Brownsville adds

another layer of strate-
gic brilliance. Sitting
on the Gulf of Mexico,
it provides  direct
access to global ship-
ping lanes stretching to
Europe, Asia, and
Latin America.
Reliance could buy
cheap American shale
crude, refine it into
high-value products
like gasoline, diesel,
jet fuel, and petro-
chemicals, then ship
those products around
the world at premium
prices. The geography
makes the economics
work.

Refineries

Reliance is not a new-
comer to large-scale
refining. Its Jamnagar
facility on the western
coast of India is

Special
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already the world’s
largest oil refinery,

handling over 1.2 mil-
lion barrels per day.
The company knows
how to build, operate,
and profit from mas-
sive refining opera-
tions. A Texas facility
would essentially be a
second chapter of the
same playbook
applied to a different
geography with even
better feedstock
access.

Importantly, Reliance
already has India cov-
ered. Building another
giant refinery on home
soil  would simply
compete with its own
existing capacity.
Expanding into the
United States opens up
a whole new market
and supply chain.

The Bigger Strategic
Picture

Beyond the pure eco-
nomics, there is a
geopolitical dimension
to this investment.
Tensions in the Middle
East have repeatedly
disrupted shipping
through the Strait of
Hormuz — the narrow
waterway through
which roughly 20% of
the world’s oil passes.
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A refinery anchored in
the stable, politically
secure United States,
drawing from onshore
domestic crude, side-
steps that risk entirely.
There is also the matter
of access. A major
investment in
American energy infra-
structure buys
Reliance goodwill with
Washington, preferen-
tial access to U.S.
energy markets, and a
seat at the table in the
world’s most powerful

economy.
What Is Still
Unconfirmed

Reliance Industries has
not publicly confirmed
its involvement by
name. America First
Refining’s own press
release described
receiving a nine-figure
investment from a
‘global supermajor’ at
a ten-figure valuation,
along with a binding
20-year offtake agree-
ment — but stopped
short of  naming
Reliance directly. The
company’s public
silence is likely delib-
erate, possibly for reg-
ulatory or diplomatic
reasons ahead of a for-
mal announcement.

' Reliance

Industries Limited

-

Conclusion

The $300 billion figure
is not a cash invest-
ment — it is the cumu-
lative value of a long-
term commercial
agreement, which is a
very different thing.
Texas offers world-
class port infrastruc-
ture, direct pipeline
access to the Permian
Basin, political stabili-
ty, and a favourable
investment  climate.
For a company with
Reliance’s refining
expertise, it is a logical
next move — and a
sign of just how central
American shale has
become to the global
energy economy.
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Rethinking the Crisis of 1947 Beyond Communal Nationalism

(Asian independent) The
Partition of the Indian subcon-
tinent in 1947 remains one of
the most traumatic and conse-
quential events in modern
South Asian history. The divi-
sion of British India into the
independent states of India and
Pakistan triggered one of the
largest forced migrations
in human history and
resulted in widespread
communal violence.
Conventional historiography
has largely interpreted
Partition through the prism of
Hindu—Muslim political con-
flict, focusing on the rivalry
between leaders such as
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and the
policies of the British colonial
state.

However, such interpretations
often neglect a crucial dimen-
sion of Indian society: the
entrenched caste hierarchy and
the political struggles of Dalits
and other marginalized com-
munities. An Ambedkarite his-
toriographical perspective—
grounded in the ideas of B. R.
Ambedkar—offers an alterna-
tive framework for understand-
ing Partition. Rather than
viewing the event solely as a
clash between religious nation-
alisms, Ambedkarite analysis
situates Partition within the
broader crisis of social democ-
racy, minority representation,
and caste domination in colo-
nial India.

Ambedkar himself was among
the few thinkers of the time
who examined the demand for
Pakistan with intellectual
rigor. His book Pakistan or the
Partition of India remains one
of the most systematic analy-
ses of the issue written before
independence. By situating
Partition within the wider
structure of Indian society,
Ambedkar highlighted the lim-
itations of nationalist narra-
tives that assumed the exis-
tence of a wunified Indian
nation. His perspective reveals
that the crisis of 1947 was not
merely the product of commu-
nal hostility but also the conse-
quence of unresolved ques-
tions about social hierarchy,
minority rights, and democrat-
ic representation.

This essay examines the
Partition of India through an
Ambedkarite historiographical
lens. It argues that the domi-
nant narratives of Partition—
both nationalist and colonial—
have marginalized the role of
caste and Dalit political
thought. By revisiting
Ambedkar’s insights, we can
reinterpret Partition as a deep-
er crisis of social democracy
and representation in a hierar-
chical society.

The Limits of Conventional
Partition Historiography

Most historical accounts of
Partition emphasize the politi-
cal rivalry between the Indian
National Congress and the All-
India Muslim League. These
narratives focus on high poli-
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tics: negotiations between
leaders, constitutional propos-
als, and the final decision of
the British government to
transfer power in 1947.
In such accounts, Partition
appears primarily as the result
of three factors:t he rise
of Muslim separatism
under the leadership
of Jinnah, the refusal
of Congress leaders
to accept a decentral-
ized political structure
and the hurried withdraw-
al of British colonial rule.
While these explanations high-
light important political devel-
opments, they often remain
elite-centered narratives. They
treat the subcontinent as a bat-
tlefield of competing nation-
alisms while overlooking the
internal inequalities that struc-
tured Indian society.
Ambedkar challenged the
assumption that India consti-
tuted a wunified nation. In
Annihilation of Caste he
famously argued that Indian
society was fundamentally
divided by caste hierarchies.
According to him, the caste
system created a “graded
inequality” in which each
group considered itself superi-
or to those below it. Such a
society lacked the moral foun-
dation necessary for genuine
national unity.
From an Ambedkarite perspec-
tive, therefore, the convention-
al historiography of Partition
suffers from a major limita-
tion: it assumes the existence
of cohesive religious commu-
nities—Hindus and Muslims—
while ignoring the deep inter-
nal divisions within these com-
munities, particularly caste.
Ambedkar’s Analysis of the
Pakistan Demand
Ambedkar approached the
question of Pakistan with a
rare combination of sociologi-
cal insight and political real-
ism. In Pakistan or the
Partition of India he examined
the  historical roots  of
Hindu—Muslim conflict and
analyzed the arguments for and
against the creation of a sepa-
rate Muslim state.
Unlike many Congress leaders
who dismissed the Pakistan
demand as irrational or tempo-
rary, Ambedkar treated it as a
serious political problem. He
argued that the conflict
between Hindus and Muslims
had been intensified by com-
peting nationalisms and by
fears of political domination.
Ambedkar acknowledged that
Muslims feared becoming a
permanent minority in a demo-
cratic India dominated by a
Hindu majority. While he did
not necessarily endorse
Partition as the ideal solution,
he recognized that the demand
reflected genuine concerns
about political representation.
This analysis differed sharply
from the Congress narrative,
which portrayed the demand
for Pakistan as the product of
British manipulation or com-

munal propaganda. Ambedkar
insisted that the issue must be
examined in structural terms
rather than dismissed as an
emotional aberration.

More importantly, Ambedkar’s
analysis implicitly raised a
question that nationalist lead-
ers often avoided: if minorities
feared domination by the
majority, what mechanisms
could guarantee their political
security?

The Question of Minority
Representation

One of the central themes in
Ambedkar’s political thought

SR Darapuri
I.P.S.(Retd)

was the protection of minority

rights. For him, democracy
could not function merely as
majority rule. Instead, it
required institutional safe-
guards to prevent the domina-
tion of minorities.
Ambedkar’s own political
struggles illustrate this con-
cern. As the leader of the
Depressed Classes, he
demanded separate electorates
for Dalits in order to ensure
independent political represen-
tation. This demand led to the
historic conflict with Mahatma
Gandhi during the negotiations
that produced the Poona Pact
of 1932.

The debate over separate elec-
torates revealed a fundamental
tension within Indian national-
ism. While Congress leaders
emphasized national unity,
Ambedkar argued that unity
could not be achieved by sup-
pressing the political autono-
my of marginalized groups.

The same tension was visible
in the negotiations with the
Muslim League. Muslims
demanded constitutional safe-
guards that would protect them
from majority domination.
When these demands were not
satisfactorily resolved, the
demand for Pakistan gained
increasing support.

From an Ambedkarite perspec-
tive, Partition can thus be
interpreted as a failure of con-
stitutional negotiations over
minority representation.

Caste and the Myth of Hindu
Unity

Nationalist narratives often
describe the struggle for inde-
pendence as a conflict between
Hindus and Muslims.
However, Ambedkar repeated-
ly emphasized that Hindu soci-
ety itself was deeply divided
by caste hierarchies.
Upper-caste leaders frequently
claimed to represent the entire
Hindu community. Yet Dalits
and other marginalized groups
were often excluded from
political leadership and social
power. For Ambedkar, the idea
of a unified Hindu political
identity was therefore deeply
problematic.

He argued that caste prevented
the emergence of genuine fra-
ternity within Hindu society.
Without fraternity, democracy
would remain fragile and
incomplete.

This critique has important
implications for the historiog-
raphy of Partition. If Hindu
society itself was fragmented
by caste divisions, then the
narrative of a united Hindu
nationalism confronting
Muslim separatism becomes
overly simplistic.

Instead, Partition must be
understood within a broader
context in which multiple mar-
ginalized groups struggled for
recognition and  political
rights.

Dalits and the Experience of
Partition

Another limitation of main-
stream Partition historiography
is its neglect of Dalit experi-
ences during the violence and
migration of 1947.

Most historical narratives

focus on the suffering of
Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs as
religious communities.
However, Dalits often occu-
pied a complex and precarious
position within this landscape
of violence.

In several regions, Dalits were
marginalized within  both
Hindu and Muslim communi-
ties. Their social position
sometimes left them excluded
from the protection networks
that other groups relied upon
during communal conflict.
Moreover, the rehabilitation
policies of the post-independ-
ence state often reproduced
caste hierarchies. Access to
land, employment, and politi-
cal influence remained
unevenly distributed.

An Ambedkarite historiogra-
phy therefore calls for a deep-
er exploration of how caste
shaped the experiences of
refugees, migrants, and sur-
vivors during Partition.
Partition as a Crisis of Social
Democracy

Ambedkar believed that polit-
ical democracy could survive
only if it was supported by
social democracy. By social
democracy he meant a society
based on liberty, equality, and
fraternity.

In one of his most famous
warnings delivered to the
Constituent Assembly in
1949, he argued that India
was entering a life of contra-
dictions: political equality
would coexist with deep
social and economic inequali-
ty.

From this perspective,
Partition can be interpreted as
part of a broader crisis of
social democracy in South
Asia. The subcontinent was
attempting to establish demo-
cratic institutions in societies
marked by entrenched hierar-
chies and mutual distrust.
Communal conflict, caste dis-
crimination, and economic
inequality all undermined the
possibility of building a
shared national identity.

Ambedkar’s insights suggest
that the tragedy of Partition
cannot be explained solely by

the ambitions of political
leaders or the mistakes of
colonial administrators. It
must also be understood as
the consequence of deeper
social structures that limited
the development of democrat-
ic solidarity.

Reinterpreting Partition
Through an Ambedkarite Lens

An Ambedkarite historio-
graphical framework leads to
several important reinterpre-
tations of Partition.

First, it challenges the
assumption that the crisis of
1947 was purely a religious
conflict. Instead, it highlights
the intersection of religion,
caste, and political represen-
tation.

Second, it emphasizes the
importance of minority rights
in democratic systems. The
failure to create effective
safeguards for minorities con-
tributed to the polarization

that eventually produced
Partition.
Third, it foregrounds the

experiences and perspectives
of marginalized communities
whose voices have often been
absent from mainstream his-
torical narratives.

Finally, it situates Partition
within the broader struggle to
transform a hierarchical soci-
ety into a democratic one.
Conclusion

The Partition of India remains
a defining event in the history
of South Asia. While conven-
tional historiography has
interpreted it primarily as the
outcome of communal nation-
alism and colonial misman-
agement, an Ambedkarite per-
spective reveals a deeper and
more complex story.

Through his writings and
political struggles, B. R.
Ambedkar offered a powerful
critique of the social struc-
tures that shaped Indian poli-
tics. His analysis of the
Pakistan demand and his
broader reflections on caste
and democracy provide essen-
tial tools for rethinking the
origins and consequences of
Partition.

By incorporating caste and
Dalit political thought into
the historiography of
Partition, scholars can move
beyond elite-centered narra-
tives and develop a more
inclusive understanding of
this transformative event.
Ultimately, the Ambedkarite
lens reminds us that the
tragedy of Partition was not
only the division of territory
but also the failure to build a
democratic society grounded
in social equality and frater-
nity. The challenge that
Ambedkar identified—recon-
ciling political democracy
with social justice—remains
one of the central tasks of
South Asian societies today.
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(Asian independent)
Digitalization in educa-
tion refers to the use of
modern digital technolo-
gies such as computers,
the internet, smart boards,
educational software and
online learning platforms
to improve teaching and
learning processes. In the
21st century, education is
no longer limited to text-
books and classrooms.
Digital technology has
transformed the way
knowledge is shared,
accessed and understood.
Today, digital education
plays a vital role in mak-
ing learning more accessi-
ble, interactive and effec-
tive for students and
teachers alike.

IMPORTANCE OF DIGI-

TALIZATION IN EDU-
CATION
ACCESS TO UNLIMIT-

ED KNOWLEDGE
Digital education pro-
vides students with access
to vast educational
resources including e-
books, videos, research
papers and online courses.
The students can learn
better and beyond their
textbooks by the process
of digitalization. This
encourages curiosity and
independent learning.
FLEXIBLE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
Digital platforms allow
students to learn anytime
and anywhere. Recorded
lectures, online tutorials
and digital study materials
help students revise les-
sons at their own pace.
INTERACTIVE LEARN-
ING

Digital tools such as ani-
mations, simulations and
virtual laboratories make
learning more engaging
and easier to understand.
Complex scientific or
mathematical concepts
can be explained visually,
improving comprehen-
sion.
DEVELOPMENT
DIGITAL SKILLS
In the modern world, dig-
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ital literacy is an essential
skill. Digital education
helps students become
familiar with computers,
software and online tools
that are necessary for
future careers.

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES
Digitalization can reach
remote and rural areas
where quality teachers or
educational institutions
may be limited,
thereby
expanding
access to quali-
ty education.
PROS OF DIGITALIZA-
TION IN EDUCATION
PERSONALIZED
LEARNING

Digital platforms can
adapt learning materials
according to the abilities
and pace of each student.
This helps slow learners
as well as advanced learn-
ers progress effectively.
IMPROVED STUDENT
ENGAGEMENT
Multimedia content such
as videos, quizzes, inter-
active exercises and edu-
cational games makes
learning interesting and
reduces boredom.
GLOBAL LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
Students can attend online
classes, webinars and
international lectures,
which exposes them to
global knowledge and
perspectives.

EASY COMMUNICA-
TION

Digital platforms enable
smooth communication
between teachers and stu-
dents through emails,
online discussions and
virtual classrooms.
EFFICIENT TEACHING
METHODS

Teachers can use presen-
tations, smart boards, dig-
ital notes and educational
software to explain topics
more clearly.

CONS OF DIGITALIZA-
TION IN EDUCATION
Despite many benefits,
digital education also has

some drawbacks.
DIGITAL DIVIDE

All students are not finan-
cially abled to have access
to smartphones, comput-
ers, or stable internet con-

creates
learning

nections. This
inequality in
opportunities.
DISTRACTION FROM
DIGITAL DEVICES
Students may get distract-

ed by social media,
games, or entertainment
while using digital
devices, which reduces
concentration during
learning.

REDUCED FACE-TO-
FACE INTERACTION
Online learning may

reduce personal interac-
tion between teachers and
students, which is impor-
tant for social develop-
ment and communication
skills.

HEALTH ISSUES
Excessive screen time can
cause eye strain,
headaches, sleep distur-
bances and reduced physi-
cal activity among stu-
dents.

OVER DEPENDENCE
ON TECHNOLOGY
Students may rely too
much on digital tools for
answers instead of devel-
oping critical thinking and
analytical abilities.

COST OF DIGITAL
EDUCATION

Digital education requires
investment in several area
infrastructure, computers
or tablets, smart boards
and projectors, internet
connectivity, software and
Platforms, learning man-

agement systems, educa-
tional applications, online
teaching tools.
TRAINING
TEACHERS
Teachers must be trained
to effectively use digital
tools in classrooms.
Although the initial cost
may be high, digital edu-
cation can reduce long-
term costs such as print-
ing textbooks and travel-
ling for educational pur-
poses.

IMPACT ON STUDENTS
LEARNING ABILITIES
Digitalization has signifi-
cantly influenced stu-
dents’ learning patterns.
POSITIVE IMPACTS
Improves visual under-
standing of complex top-
ics.

Encourages self-learning
and research.

Enhances creativity and
problem-solving skills.
Increases motivation
through interactive learn-
ing.

NEGATIVE IMPACTS
Shorter attention span due
to digital distractions.
Reduced deep reading
habits.

Risk of misinformation
from wunreliable online
sources.

Therefore, a balanced use
of digital tools is essential
for effective learning.
HOW DIGITALIZATION
E NHANTZCE S
TEACHER-STUDENT
BOND?

Contrary to common
belief, digital education
can strengthen the rela-
tionship between teachers

FOR

and students.

BETTER COMMUNICA-
TION

Students can ask ques-
tions through online plat-
forms even after class-
room hours.
CONTINUOUS
BACK
Teachers can easily track
student progress through
digital assessments and
provide quick feedback.
COLLABORATIVE
LEARNING

Group discussions, virtual
classrooms and project-
based learning increase
interaction between teach-
ers and students.
PERSONALIZED GUID-
ANCE

Teachers can identify
weak areas of students
using digital analytics and
provide targeted support.
FUTURE OF DIGITAL
EDUCATION

The future of education is
closely connected with
digital technologies.
Emerging innovations are
expected to transform
classrooms even further.
ARTIFICIAL INTELLI-
GENCE IN EDUCATION
Al-based learning systems
will provide personalized
study plans and instant
feedback.

VIRTUAL AND AUG-
MENTED REALITY
These technologies will
create immersive learning
experiences such as virtu-
al science laboratories or
historical simulations.
GLOBAL VIRTUAL
CLASSROOMS

Students from different

FEED-

countries  will learn
together through online
platforms.

SMART LEARNING
ENVIRONMENTS
Schools will increasingly
adopt digital classrooms,
cloud learning and auto-

mated assessment sys-
tems.
Education experts

describe the next stage as
Education 5.0, where
technologies such as arti-
ficial intelligence, virtual
reality, and data analytics
create a more learner-cen-
tered educational system.
Digitalization has revolu-
tionized modern educa-
tion by making learning
more accessible, interac-
tive and flexible. It
enables students to
explore knowledge
beyond traditional class-
rooms and prepares them
for a technology-driven

world. However, chal-
lenges such as digital
inequality, distractions

and overdependence on
technology must be care-
fully managed.

The best approach is to
combine traditional teach-
ing methods with digital
technology. When used
wisely, digital education
can enhance learning out-
strengthen
teacher-student relation-
ships and create a more
innovative and inclusive
educational system for the
future.

comes,

Dr. SURINDERPAL
SINGH
FACULTY IN SCI-
ENCE DEPART-
MENT
SRI AMRITSAR
SAHIB PUNJAB.
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The World Cup Belongs to Every Indian — Not to One Religion

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
India’s victory in the
2025 T20 World Cup
was a moment of
extraordinary national
pride. Every Indian —
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh,
Buddhist, Christian —
celebrated as one. It
was not a victory for
one community. It was
a victory for 140 crore
people of every faith,
every caste, every cor-
ner of this diverse

nation.

So why did three pow-
erful men decide other-
wise?

Captain  Suryakumar
Yadav, head coach
Gautam Gambhir, and
ICC chairman Jay Shah
took the World Cup tro-
phy — a national sym-
bol — to a Hanuman
Temple in Ahmedabad.
In doing so, they did
not just make a person-
al religious choice.
They made a statement.
And that statement was
wrong.

Kirti Azad called it out.
He was absolutely right
to do so.

Look Who Actually
Won This World Cup
Let us be very clear
about who delivered
this victory.

Jasprit Bumrah, Sikh,
was the leading wicket-
taker of the entire tour-
nament. He was the
most feared bowler.
Without him, there i1s
no trophy. Arshdeep
Singh, also a Sikh, sup-
ported him. Sanju
Samson, a Christian
from Kerala, played a
breathtaking  match-
winning innings — and
when he finished, he

dropped to his knees,
removed his helmet,
and made the sign of
the cross. His God is
not the God of the
Hanuman Temple.
Mohammed Siraj, a
Muslim from
Hyderabad, was also
part of this squad.
These men bled for
India. They did not
bleed for any one reli-
gion.

So when the trophy
was carried into a
Hindu temple, what
message did that send
to  Arshdeep? To
Bumrah? To Samson?
To Siraj? That their
contribution was cele-
brated in a place of
worship that is not
theirs?

That is not just insensi-
tive. It 1s a betrayal of
what this team stands
for.

1983 Showed Us How
It Should Be Done
Cast your mind back to
1983 — perhaps the
greatest moment in
Indian cricket history.
That team was every
bit as diverse as
today’s. Balwinder
Singh Sandhu, a tur-
baned Sikh, bowled the
legendary delivery that
sent Gordon Greenidge
back to the pavilion in
the final. He was hit on
the helmet by the fear-
some Malcolm
Marshall — and rather
than flinch, he hit a
boundary off the very
next ball. Roger Binny,
a Christian, was the
tournament’s highest
wicket-taker. Syed
Kirmani, a Muslim,
was the heartbeat
behind the stumps.

Special

Kapil Dev lifted that
trophy for all of them.
For all of India.
Nobody marched that
trophy into a temple.
Nobody took it to a
mosque or a church
either. It was placed
where it belonged — in
the hands of the nation.
That was the right thing
to do. It remains the
right thing to do.

This Is a Constitutional
Issue, Not Just a
Sentiment

India is not just cultur-
ally diverse — it is
constitutionally secu-
lar. The men who took
that trophy to a temple
are not ordinary citi-
zens making a private
religious choice. Jay

Shah is the ICC
Chairman. Gautam
Gambhir is the national
head coach.

Suryakumar Yadav is
the national captain.
They are custodians of

Indian cricket — an
institution that belongs
to every Indian.

When men in these
positions of power take
a national symbol to
one religion’s place of
worship, they are not
expressing  personal
faith. They are making
an official statement.
And that statement has
no place in a secular
republic.
Silence 1s
Acceptable
What is most troubling
is how few people have
spoken up. Kirti Azad
raised his voice and
was immediately
ridiculed and attacked.
Harbhajan Singh
accused him of politi-
cising a simple act.
But there was nothing
simple about it. Taking
the national trophy —
won by Sikhs,
Christians, Muslims,
and Hindus together

Not

— into a Hindu temple

is a political act,
whether intended or
not. Azad may have
been a modest crick-
eter in his playing
days. But on this issue,
he has shown more

s

Bal Ram Sampla

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

courage than most. He
deserves credit, not
ridicule.

A Final Word

Sport is one of the last
truly unifying forces
in India. When
Arshdeep takes a
wicket, all of India
cheers. When Samson
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hits a six, all of India
rises. When Bumrah
bowls, all of India
holds its breath. That
unity is precious. It is
fragile. And it must be
protected.

The World Cup trophy
belongs to the streets
of Kerala and the
fields of Punjab. To
the mosques of
Hyderabad and the
churches of Goa. To
every village, town,
and city across this
vast country.

It did not belong in
that temple. And we

should all be willing to
say so.
“A  sportsperson or

sport does not belong
to any religion or caste
— but only to the
sport.”

— Kirti Azad
Reference
1.https://x.com/i/sta-
tus/203097914670127
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