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SHAM LAL CHANDER ID no. 921760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Ghander building mamtenance handyman Llnder uheckatrade
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years. !

“ J

SPECIALITY:
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PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastering, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Tilda marked
Chinese New Year
with a high-impact
Central London acti-
vation, led by a six-
day domination of
Outernet at
Tottenham Court

Road.

The premium digital
takeover is on track
to deliver approxi-
mately 1.15 million
impressions,  con-
tributing to a project-
ed total of around 9.1
million impressions
across out-of-home

and social media.
To celebrate the
occasion, Tilda

staged a traditional
lion dance and drum
performance across
Piccadilly Circus and
Leicester  Square,
drawing spectators
and members of the
public into a vibrant
Chinese New Year
celebration.
Delivered in partner-
ship with USA Rice,
the campaign pro-
motes Tilda’s
Premium USA Long
Grain 20kg, a key
staple for wholesale
& restaurant cus-
tomers during the
festive period.

As the No.1 brand in
Total Rice by value
in the UK?*, Tilda

Special

continues to invest at
scale 1in culturally
significant occasions
that drive visibility
and engagement
across retail and
wholesale.

Anna Beheshti, Head
of Marketing at
Tilda, said: “Cultural
moments are central
to how we build and
grow the Tilda brand.
Chinese New Year is
both an important
celebration and a key
trading period, and
this year we invested
boldly to ensure
strong visibility at
scale. We  wish
everyone celebrating
a very happy and
prosperous New
Year.”

www.samajweekly.com

Tilda Celebrates Lunar New Year with
Landmark Outernet Activation

3

*Source: Circana
Total Rice, Pulses,
Grains & Lentils
Database, Value
Sales, 52 weeks to

27.12.25, All
Outlets.
Manish Tiwari,

F o under
Here&Now365, on
the occasion said:
“At Here & Now
365, we are passion-
ate about our work
with Tilda to bring
culture and commu-
nity together through
authentic brand part-
nerships.  Chinese

New Year is a cele-
bration with over
3,000 years of his-
tory, carried for-
ward in the UK for
more than 200
years by the British
Chinese communi-
ty. Tilda Long
Grain USA Rice by
its presence today
proves that the best
marketing 1s
steeped in consis-
tency and culture
with showing up
where it has rele-
vance.”
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The Dog That Bit India’s AI Ambitions

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
India invited the world
to watch it take its
place at the top table
of artificial intelli-
gence. Heads of state

flew in.
Tech billionaires gave
speeches. Sam
Altman, Sundar
Pichai, Dario Amodei
— the biggest names
in global Al sat in New
Delhi and nodded
along as India declared
itself the next frontier
of technological inno-
vation. It was sup-
posed to be a moment
of arrival.
Instead, a university
brought a Chinese
robot dog and called it
their own. And the
whole world laughed.
A Lie That Lasted
Few Hours
A professor from
Galgotias University
stood in front of a
camera on India’s
national broadcaster,
DD News, and proudly
introduced a robot dog
named “Orion.” She
called it a product of
their Centre of
Excellence. She let it
do tricks. She beamed
with pride. India’s
own IT Minister,
Ashwini  Vaishnaw,
thought it was so
impressive that he
shared the clip on his
official social media

account.

Within  hours, the
internet  had  the
answer. “Orion” was

the Unitree Go2 — a
Chinese-made robot
dog that anyone on the
planet can buy online
for under $3,000. It
was not built in a lab
in Noida. It was built
in China, packaged in
China, and shipped to
whoever wants one.

Hundreds of universi-
ties and hobbyists
around the world
already own the exact
same dog. China’s

media picked up the
story. The mockery
was instant.
India had flown in the
global Al elite, setup a
grand summit to
announce itself to the
world — and one of its
universities showed up
with a shopping cart
purchase and claimed
it as a national
achievement.

This Wasn’t an

Accident

It would be comforting
to dismiss this as one
rogue university, one
careless professor, one
bad moment in an oth-
erwise excellent event.
But that would be dis-
honest.
This incident is a
symptom of a disease
that runs much deeper
in India’s technology
culture: the addiction
to performance over
substance.
India does not have a
shortage of genuine
talent. Its engineers,
researchers, and devel-
opers are among the
best in the world. But
somewhere between
the talent and the
stage, something goes
wrong. The pressure to
appear innovative
becomes greater than
the pressure to be
innovative. And so,
rather than doing the

hard,  unglamorous
work of building real
things,  institutions

reach for shortcuts —
rebrand a foreign
product, give it an
Indian name, dress it
up, and hope no one
looks too closely.

At a local science fair,
that would be embar-
rassing. At a global Al
summit broadcast to
the world, with foreign
leaders in attendance,
it is a catastrophe.

The Minister Who
Shared It
India’s IT Minister

shared the clip on
social media before

Special
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anyone fact-checked
it.

This is the man
responsible for over-
seeing India’s technol-
ogy future. Either he
did not know enough
to recognize a com-
mercially  available
Chinese product, or he
did not care to check.
Neither option is
acceptable. In any
country serious about
technology leadership,
a minister promoting a
fake innovation story
would face real conse-
quences. In India, the
university was quietly
ejected from the expo
hall and the story
moved on.

No accountability. No
resignation. No seri-
ous reckoning.

The China Problem
India Won’t Admit
India wants to position
itself as the alternative
to China in the global
technology race. That
is the explicit ambition
— to be the Al super-
power that the demo-
cratic world can trust,
as opposed to the
authoritarian one they
cannot.

And yet, India show-
cased a Chinese robot
as its own innovation.

This is not just embar-
rassing. It is a window
into a structural reality
that India’s govern-
ment finds deeply
uncomfortable: India
is still dependent on
Chinese hardware. The
chips, the components,
the robotics platforms
— so much of the
physical infrastructure
of modern technology
still flows through
Chinese supply chains.
You cannot declare
yourself China’s tech-
nological rival while
your universities are
buying Chinese robots

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

to put on display.

Ambition is not a strat-
egy. Speeches are not
products. A summit is
not a substitute for the
years of patient, fund-
ed, serious investment
in research and devel-
opment that actually

produces innovation.
What India Should
Have Done

India did not need to
fake anything. It has
genuine Al work hap-
pening — in health-
care diagnostics, agri-
cultural technology,
language models for
its hundreds of region-
al languages. These
are real, meaningful,
and uniquely Indian
contributions to the
world of Al

A student-built drone.
A homegrown lan-
guage model trained
on Tamil or Bengali. A
real-world Al applica-
tion helping farmers
predict crop yields.
Any of these would
have been  more
impressive — and infi-
nitely less humiliating
than a Chinese
robot with an Indian
name.

The tragedy is not that
India lacks the ability.
The tragedy is that
someone, somewhere,
decided a borrowed
product dressed up
with a patriotic name
was good enough for
the world’s stage.

It wasn’t.

Conclusion: The Dog
Bit Back

India wanted to show
the world it had
arrived. Instead, it
showed the world
something far more
concerning that
when the pressure is
on, some of its institu-
tions will cut corners,
tell convenient
untruths, and hope that
nobody notices.
People noticed.

Rahul Gandhi called
India a “laughing
stock.” That may be
opposition  politics
talking. But when
China’s state media is
mocking you, when
the international tech
press is writing about
your fake robot dog,
when the video is cir-
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cling the globe — it is
very hard to argue that
the description is
entirely wrong.

India has real potential
in Al. But potential
means nothing if the
culture surrounding it
rewards performance
over  truth. The
Galgotias dog was not
just an embarrassment.
It was a warning.

If India wants to lead
the world in artificial
intelligence, it must
first be honest with
itself.

That is harder than
buying a robot dog.
But it is the only way
forward.
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Amritsar Airport Passenger Footfall Declines Sharply
in December; CY 2025 Ends 8.2% Below 2024 Peak

Conflict Impact, Infrastructure and Transportation Gaps Impacts Amritsar’s Growth Momentum

(Asian independent)
Passenger footfall at Sri
Guru Ram Dass Jee
International
Airport,Amritsar wit-
nessed a sharp decline
in December 2025,
according to the latest-
monthly data released
by the Airports
Authority of India
(AAI). The figures form
part of an analysis com-
piled and released by
Sameep Singh Gumtala,
Global Convener of the
FlyAmritsar Initiative.

According to the analy-
sis by Gumtala based on
AALI data, total passen-
ger traffic for December
2025 stood at 267,525,
compared to 340,408 in
December 2024,
reflecting a steep 21.4%
year-on-year decline.
International passenger
numbers dropped from
110,670 to 95,774

(-13.5%), while domes-
tic traffic fell more
sharply from 229,738 to
171,751 (-25.2%), indi-

Special
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cating that the slow-
down was more pro-
nounced on the
domestic front.

For the full calendar
year 2025, total pas-
senger traffic stood at
31.45 lakh, down
8.2% from the record
34.26 lakh in 2024.
While International
traffic remained rela-
tively resilient with a
marginal 1.9%, dip
from 11.14 lakh in
2024 to 10.92 lakh in
2025, domestic traffic

2025
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Sri Guru Ram Das Jee International Airport Amritsar:
December Traffic (2024 vs. 2025)
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saw a significant
11.2% decrease from
23.12 lakh to 20.53
lakh.

Aircraft movement
data  mirrors  this
trend. Total aircraft
movements declined
by 12.4% in 2025,
falling from 22,614 in
2024 to 19,817 in
2025, with December
alone registering a
20.8% decline com-
pared to the same
month last year.

Gumtala noted that

Sri Guru Ram Das Jee International Airport Amritsar:

Calendar Year Traffic (2024 vs. 2025)
-
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while the airport saw a
record-breaking
start—with March
2025 recording an all-
time high of 343,384
passengers—momen-
tum was severed in
May due to the
India—Pakistan con-
flict, which led to
temporary  closures
and reduced flight fre-
quencies.

The year-end decline
was further exacerbat-
ed by extreme weather
and capacity cuts.
Despite the airport’s
advanced CAT-3B
Instrument Landing
System, dense fog in
December frequently
reduced visibility to
near-zero, forcing
several late-evening
and early-morning
cancellations. The
suspension of interna-
tional services by
Neos Air (Italy) and
Air India Express
(Bangkok), alongside
temporary IndiGo fre-
quency cuts in
December, signifi-
cantly reduced avail-
able seats.

The FlyAmritsar
Initiative expressed
disappointment over

INTERMATIONAL:
@ 2026, 596w 43 3%

X 1,588
-zu.E .—
20ED

2025 17 CFLLLHI

the state government’s
“step-motherly treat-
ment” of the airport.
Gumtala pointed out
that while the Punjab
Government actively
promotes bus connec-
tivity to Delhi Airport,
it has failed to provide
dedicated public
transport for
Amritsar’s own inter-
national gateway.

“Instead of strength-
ening local connectiv-
ity, state  policy
appears to favor Delhi
and Chandigarh,”
Gumtala stated.
“Boosting  Punjab’s
economy requires sup-
porting Amritsar
Airport through
improved ground
infrastructure.”

Despite the setback,
Amritsar remains con-
nected internationally

to Dubai, Sharjah,
Doha, Birmingham,
London Gatwick,
Singapore, Kuala

Lumpur and Bangkok,
while domestic desti-
nations include Delhi,
Mumbai, Srinagar,
Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad, Pune and
Kullu.
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Scholars, Activists, and Community Leaders to Convene in Vancouver
for Landmark Symposium on Caste Emancipation - VANCOUVER, BC

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
VANCOUVER- On
March 15 and 16,
2026, the Chetna
Association of
Canada, in partner-
ship with the
University of British
Columbia (UBC) and
Simon Fraser
University  (SFU),
will host the Dr.
A mbedkar

Symposium on
Emancipation (ASE
2026). Titled

“Overcoming Caste
Barriers for Social
and Economic
Equality,” this two-
day event brings
together international
scholars, activists,
and policymakers to
enhance awareness
of caste-based dis-
crimination n
Canada and beyond.

While often consid-
ered a private matter,
caste is increasingly
surfacing in
Canadian public life.
A landmark 2023 BC
Human Rights
Tribunal  decision
regarding the harass-
ment of a local work-
er, highlights the
urgent need for insti-
tutional safeguards to
address caste dis-
crimination in
Canada.

This meeting builds
on the success of an
earlier symposium,
convened at UBC in
2023, which led the
establishment of a
post-doctoral fellow-
ship in Dalit Studies
at UBC — supported
by the Social
Sciences and
Humanities Research
Council (SSHRC) of
Canada — and a ded-
icated course on anti-

caste activism in the
Department of
History (UBC), the
first of its kind in the
region.

The symposium will
also serve as a hub
for an  ongoing
research project at
UBC, supported by
SSHRC. Attendees
will have the oppor-
tunity to participate
in an online survey
and sign up for in-
person interviews to
help document the
experience of caste in
Canada.

This symposium cre-
ates a vital space for
marginalized voices,
particularly those of
Dalit background, to
share lived experi-
ences and develop
concrete  strategies
for dismantling caste
hierarchies,” says Jai

Birdi, Executive
Director of Chetna
Association of
Canada.

“We are moving
beyond conversation
into actionable

research and policy
advocacy,” continued
Birdi

“l am particularly
encouraged by the
symposium’s empha-
sis on addressing
caste-based discrimi-
nation within the
South Asian diaspo-
ra, enhancing safe-
guards and networks,

and advancing evi-
dence-based research
and capacity build-
ing.

The planned discus-
sions, along with the
screening and dia-
logue around Origin,
promise to generate
meaningful insights

into the intersections
of caste, race, and

other structural
inequities.” — Dr.
Moussa  Magassa,
Associate Vice-
President, Mount
Royal University

The event plans to
feature = prominent
figures, including
Thenmozhi
Soundararajan
(Author of The
Trauma of Caste),
former BC Premier
Ujjal Dosanjh and
Senator Baltej Singh
Dhillon. Dr. Ashwini
KP (UN Special

Rapporteur on con-
temporary forms of
racism) has tentative-
ly accepted the invi-
tation.

A highlight of the
program is  the
screening and discus-
sion of Ava
DuVernay’s
acclaimed film
Origin (2023),
exploring the inter-
sections of racism
and caste, at The
Cinematheque on
Monday  evening,
March 16.

The symposium will
be held at SFU
Harbour Centre on
March 15 and UBC
Robson Square on
March 16.
Registration is open
to students, academ-
ics, and the general
public, subject to
availability of space.

“The theme is both
significant and time-
ly, and the effort to
create space for dia-
logue, research, and
community engage-
ment around caste
equity is commend-
able. Initiatives like
this play a vital role
in advancing aware-
ness and meaningful
change. The focus on

caste-based discrimi-
nation, social justice,
and economic equali-
ty—particularly
within the diaspora
context—makes the
symposium both

meaningful and nec-
essary. Bringing
together  scholars,
activists, and com-
munity leaders in one
forum will undoubt-
edly contribute to
deeper understand-
ing, constructive dia-
logue, and concrete

action”, noted the
Hon. Manayv,
Additional District

and Sessions Judge,
Punjab, India.

The symposium is
supported by the
Government of
Canada, the Province
of British Columbia,
the History
Department and
Centre for India and
South Asia Research
at the University of
British  Columbia,
Simon Fraser
University, Kwantlen

Polytechnic
University, the Hari
Sharma Foundation,
A mbedkar
International Mission
of Calgary, Homekey

Mortgages Inc., and

other = community
organizations.
Contact:

Jai Birdi, Executive
Director

Chetna Association
of Canada
jpbirdi@gmail.com
www.chetna.ca
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Seth Pal Mal, 71, of Bootan
Mandi Jalandhar passed away on
February 15 after hospitalization
for a week or so for age related
ills. He was not keeping well for
some time but his sheer spirit of
living every bit of life and
involvement in the community
matters kept him going. It was
clearly visible from his participa-
tion in the Guru Ravidass
Gurpurab just a fortnight ago; he
led the Shoba Yatra, as usual, on
January 31 in an open jeep with
his family, paid obeisance at the
Bhog ceremony with full dedica-
tion in the forenoon and presided
over the Musical Programme in
the evening which lasted till the
bee hours on February 1 to cele-
brate of the great Guru at our
native place, Bootan Mandi — a
nerve center of dalit chetna to
which, in the process, he con-
tributed considerably as Seth Sat
Pal Mal in his formative years.

I wrote about Seth Sat Pal Mal
several times in my blogs on My
Fellow BootanMandians with a
good sense of belonging; we both
were born in one of the narrow
streets in poor and ordinary fam-
ilies. By the time, I left for Delhi
in pursuits of my livelihood in
early 1970; Sat Pal was still
studying in the final years of his
schooling. Sat Pal’s grand-father,
Milkhi Ram who was called
Milkhi Sheikh was a shrewd
leather businessman. He initiated
Sat Pal into leather business in
the early years of 1970s. Sat Pal
showed promise and business
acumen and in short span of time
did well. He was an established
man by the mid-1970s, a self-
made and successful business-
man. Meanwhile he got married
to Kamlesh a said to be lady luck
for Sat Pal who brought all suc-
cess and prosperity in her dowry
as it is said that every successful
man has women at his back. Sat
Pal’s family, father, Seth Bishan
Dass and brothers, shifted to
Ambala City and did well in
leather business. His brother,
Ramesh Mal even rose to become
Mayor of the city in mid-2010.

In the pursuit of my diplomatic
career, I lost in-depth touch with
the community back home and as
such did not know much about
Sat Pal expect the fact that he did
well and became a known and
renowned personality of
Jalandhar and beyond with con-

siderable clout and say in the
community and the society at
large. I may call it, in the jargon
of John Milton as ‘Paradise
Gained’. Some of my interlocu-
tors told me that Sat Pal, in spite
of all success, did not shed his
inherited touch with the local
community, poor and rich. He
was easily accessible for support
in all socio-cultural activities in
around Jalandhar. With a view to
cater to the needs of his Muslim
business counterparts from Tamil
Nadu, J&K and UP, he even
donated land and built a mosque
in Bootan Mandi. He was a son
of the soil with characteristic
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humility. One anecdote which is
vivid in my mind comes handy to
share here. It was mid-1990s, if
memory does not fail me; I was
in Bootan Mandi with my family
on home leave from Sweden. On

Special

the day of my return, I went to
see Sat Pal at his home in our
neighborhood. Sat Pal’s elder
daughter was getting married on
the same day. In the course of our
conversation, [ enquired about
the boy and his family of their
new relations (Ashok Kultham).
He told me in all humility that it
was a well-established business
family of Kultham — Phagwara)
and added “Apne ton changge
aa” (They were better than us).
He also insisted that he would be
happy if I could stay and join
them at the marriage. I expressed
my inability because I was to fly
the next day. Sat Pal was so good
and considerate that he said
immediately after the marriage
his own car would drop me at the
IGI Airport in Delhi. I was
touched by the gesture. I also
came to know that Sat Pal highly
respected my father, Sodhi Ram
who was an expert and profes-

sional Munim (Accounts Keeper)
in Bootan Mandi. Sat Pal utilized
his services in his business as a
trouble-shooter in handling his
accounts and tax returns etc. My
father told me once. Off hand,
that Sat Pal knew how to earn
and spent money but did not
know how to save and retain.
Ultimately, it proved to be slide
down of Seth Sat Pal. On the
other hand, he could not diversi-
fy and transform his business
with the changing times. It may
be termed as ‘Paradise Lost’. In
the recent years, he tried his best
to arrest the decline in his for-
tunes; efforts to ‘Regain the Lost
Paradise’ by joining politics but
it was an attempt in vain. He
became a party hopper in frustra-
tion from SAD to Congress Party
and then BJP. It goes to his cred-
it that in spite all this, he
remained steadfast as regards his
involvement in the community
matters with the spirit of ‘never
say die’ till the last. Seth Sat

Pal’s funeral on February 16 and
the flow of condolence messages
in the social media fully justified
his status in the community.

As regards my personal relations
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and interaction with Seth Sat Pal,
as I mentioned earlier, it was of
mutual respect and regard. Not
that we did not have differences
of opinion and approach particu-
larly with regard to his handling
of the issues of the Management
of Guru Ravidass Bhawan and
Guru Ravidass Educational and
Charitable Trust, which I over-
saw informally as a humble
member of the community after
my return to my roots in Bootan
Mandi by sitting on the fence,
but I always found Sat Pal rever-
ential and respectful towards me;
I must add in haste to ward off
any misgivings in this regard. Sat
Pal lived a King’s life and that
too at his own terms. In his
demise, he has left a wide void in
the community. I always tended
to advise him —

Tum Hi Tum Ho To Kya Tum Ho;
Hum Hi Hum Hai To Kya Hum
Hain

Seth Sat Pal Mal, it seems, sub-

scribed to poetic dictum:-

Marna To Lazim Hai Ik Din
Lekin Maut Se Pehle Mar Jana
Mere Bas Ki Baat Nahin
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Settlement Should Not Depend on Income, Says

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK

The Indian Workers Association (GB)
has expressed serious concern about the
Government’s proposed “earned settle-
ment” immigration plans and confirmed
its support for more than 120 migrant,
community and civil society organisa-
tions that have raised objections to
these proposals.

Although these proposals are not law
and remain under discussion, current
policy debates suggest some migrant
families could face significantly longer
waiting times before securing perma-
nent settlement in the UK. In certain sit-
uations, the route to settlement could
increase from around 10 years to as
much as 20 years, particularly where
lawful in-work benefits have been
accessed.

Research analysis indicates that approx-

imately 1.35 million people currently
on settlement pathways — including
more than 300,000 children — could
potentially be affected if such changes
are introduced. It is also estimated that
over 200,000 migrants currently on a
10-year settlement route could face sub-
stantially longer qualifying periods.
The Association is concerned that link-
ing settlement more closely to income
or financial resources risks creating a
two-tier immigration system — one
pathway that may be easier for higher
earners or those with greater financial
stability, and another longer, more
uncertain route for skilled but lower-
paid workers.

This could particularly affect people
working in essential sectors such as
social care, transport, hospitality, logis-
tics, cleaning services and NHS support

Indian Workers Association

“Settlement should reflect contribu-
tion, hard work and commitment to
community life — not simply income
level. Many migrants in essential roles
may not earn high salaries, yet their
contribution to this country is signifi-
cant.”

He added: “We are calling for proper
consultation so any future system
remains fair, balanced and supportive
of hardworking migrant families.”
Our Call to Government

The Indian Workers Association (GB)
calls on the Government to ensure any
future settlement reforms are fair,
transparent and based on contribution
rather than income alone. We urge
meaningful consultation with migrant
communities before changes are intro-
duced so hardworking families are not
placed at a disadvantage.

roles, whose contribution to British
society is widely recognised.

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of
the Indian Workers Association (GB),
said:
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