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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHEC KATHAIJE)
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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

07488841161
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(Asian independent)
This article critically
examines the contempo-
rary “Walk for Peace”
initiatives in  India
through an Ambedkarite
socio-political  frame-
work.  While peace
marches are often framed
in moral, humanitarian,
or Gandhian terms as
symbolic affirmations of
harmony and nonvio-
lence, this paper argues
that, from an
Ambedkarite standpoint,
peace cannot be reduced
to emotional reconcilia-
tion or symbolic ges-
tures. Instead, peace
must be understood as
inseparable from social
justice, annihilation of
caste, constitutional
morality, and material
redistribution. The article
situates recent peace
walks within the broader
context of caste violence,
communal polarization,
democratic backsliding,
and neoliberal restructur-
ing, and assesses their
transformative potential.
It contends that unless
peace initiatives address
structural inequality and
graded hierarchy, they
risk becoming performa-
tive rather than emanci-
patory. The paper con-
cludes by proposing cri-
teria for an Ambedkarite
politics of peace rooted
in equality, fraternity,
and institutional account-
ability.

Introduction: Peace
Beyond Symbolism
Recent “Walk for Peace”
events in India have
emerged in response to
rising communal ten-
sions, caste-based vio-
lence, hate speech, and
democratic  anxieties.
Civil society groups, stu-
dent organizations, reli-

gious leaders, and
human-rights  activists
have organized these

marches to affirm nonvi-
olence and social harmo-

ny.
However, from an
Ambedkarite perspec-
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tive, a crucial question
arises: What kind of
peace is being invoked?
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar con-
sistently argued that
social democracy—Iliber-
ty, equality, and fraterni-
ty—must underpin politi-
cal democracy. For him,
peace without justice was
merely the silence of
oppression. Therefore,
any evaluation of peace
initiatives must examine
whether they challenge
or merely mask structural
hierarchies.

This paper interrogates
the ideological, political,
and structural signifi-
cance of recent peace
walks through this lens.
The Ambedkarite
Conception of Peace

2.1 Peace as Social
Justice

Ambedkar did not con-
ceptualize peace as pas-
sive harmony. He under-
stood Indian society as
structured by “graded
inequality,” in which
caste hierarchy produced
systemic  humiliation,
exclusion, and violence.
In such a society, calls
for harmony that ignore
caste oppression risk
legitimizing status quo
hierarchies.

Peace, therefore, must
mean: Dismantling caste
hierarchy, ensuring con-
stitutional rights, guaran-
teeing representation and
redistribution, and
Protecting  minorities
from majoritarian domi-
nation.

Without these elements,
peace becomes rhetorical
rather than transforma-
tive.

2.2 Constitutional
Morality and Fraternity
Ambedkar emphasized
constitutional morality as
the ethical foundation of
democracy. Fraternity, in
his understanding, was
not sentimental unity but
recognition of shared
human dignity.

A genuine peace initia-
tive, from this stand-
point, must reinforce:

Special

Rule of law,
Independence of institu-
tions, Protection of dis-
sent and Equality before
law.

Contemporary Context:
Why Peace Walks Matter
Recent peace marches in
India must be located
within broader socio-
political dynamics:
Rising incidents of hate
crimes and mob vio-
lence, Deepening com-
munal polarization,
Marginalization of
Dalits, Adivasis, and
minorities.  Shrinking
democratic space and
Economic  inequality
under neoliberal restruc-
turing.

In this environment,
peace walks serve sever-
al important functions:
Symbolic resistance to
majoritarian narratives,
public assertion of con-
stitutional values,
Creation of inter-com-
munity solidarities and
Moral challenge to hate

politics.
However, symbolic
protest alone cannot

transform structural real-
ities.
Strengths
Peace Walks
From an Ambedkarite
perspective, recent initia-
tives demonstrate certain

of Recent

positive features:

4.1 Assertion of
Constitutional Identity
Many peace marches
explicitly invoke the
Constitution, the
Preamble, and the values
of equality and secular-
ism. This aligns with
Ambedkar’s insistence
on constitutional morali-
ty.

4.2 Cross-Community
Participation

Peace walks often bring
together Dalits, Muslims,
Christians, progressive
Hindus, women’s
groups, student

and

SR Darapuri
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organizations. Such soli-
darities challenge narra-
tives of social fragmenta-
tion.

4.3 Reclaiming Public
Space

In contexts where public
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space is increasingly
dominated by majoritari-
an mobilization, peace
marches represent count-
er-occupation of demo-
cratic space.
Limitations: The
Ambedkarite Critique
Despite these strengths,

significant  limitations
remain.

5.1 Avoidance of Caste
Question

Many peace walks
emphasize communal
harmony but avoid
explicitly  addressing
caste hierarchy. For

Ambedkar, caste is the
foundational structure of
Indian inequality. Peace
without annihilation of

caste remains incom-
plete.
5.2 Moralism over

Structural Reform

Peace rhetoric sometimes
focuses on emotional
unity (“love,” “brother-
hood”) without demand-
ing institutional reforms
such as: Effective imple-
mentation of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, Police accountabili-
ty, Electoral reforms,
educational equity, and
Land redistribution.
Without material
demands, peace risks
becoming depoliticized.
5.3 Co-option by Status
Quo Forces

There is also the danger
that state actors may
appropriate peace lan-
guage while continuing
policies that reproduce

inequality.
Likely Impact: Between
Symbolism and

Structural Change

The likely impact of
recent peace walks
depends on whether they
evolve into sustained
movements.

6.1 Short-Term Impact
De-escalation of local
tensions, Visibility for
alternative narratives and
Media and public atten-
tion.
6.2
Impact
If institutionalized into

Medium-Term

broader campaigns, they
may:

Strengthen civil-society
networks, Influence pub-
lic discourse and
Pressure authorities for
accountability

6.3 Long-Term Impact
Only if linked with struc-
tural reforms can they
contribute to:
Democratization of insti-
tutions, Redistribution of
resources and deepening
of social democracy.
Otherwise, they remain
episodic gestures.
Towards an Ambedkarite
Politics of Peace

An Ambedkarite frame-
work suggests that a
transformative peace ini-
tiative must:

Center the annihilation of
caste, integrate economic
justice with communal
harmony, defend consti-
tutional institutions,
Ensure representation of
marginalized communi-
ties and Link symbolic
protest with  policy
demands.

Peace must be grounded
in justice, not merely
coexistence.

Conclusion

The recent “Walk for
Peace” initiatives in
India are significant
interventions in a climate
of polarization and dem-
ocratic  strain. They
reclaim moral and consti-
tutional language against
exclusionary  politics.
However, from an
Ambedkarite perspec-
tive, their transformative
potential depends on
whether they confront
structural inequality.
Peace without justice sta-
bilizes hierarchy. Peace
with justice deepens
democracy.

The challenge before
contemporary civil socie-
ty is to move from sym-
bolic reconciliation to
structural  transforma-
tion—thus realizing
Ambedkar’s vision of a
society based on liberty,
equality, and fraternity.
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(Asian independent)
This paper examines the
contemporary condition of
democratic governance,
constitutional rights, secu-
larism, and judicial inde-
pendence in India through
an Ambedkarite—constitu-
tionalist lens. It argues that
while India formally
retains the institutional
architecture of a constitu-
tional democracy, its sub-
stantive democratic con-
tent has been progressive-
ly eroded by the rise of
majoritarian nationalism,
executive centralization,
and the weakening of con-

stitutional morality.
Drawing on B.R.
Ambedkar’s conception of

democracy as a social and
moral system rather than
merely an electoral mech-
anism, the paper situates
India’s current trajectory
within broader debates on
democratic  backsliding
and authoritarian pop-
ulism. It contends that
India is witnessing not the
collapse but the hollowing
out of constitutional
democracy, with grave
implications for marginal-
ized communities and the
future of the republic.
Introduction

India’s Constitution envis-
aged a transformative
democratic project aimed
at dismantling entrenched
hierarchies of caste, reli-
gion, and gender, while
guaranteeing political lib-
erty, social justice, and
equality. Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, the principal
architect of the
Constitution, consistently
warned that constitutional
democracy in India would
remain fragile unless sup-
ported by constitutional

morality and  social
democracy. In recent
years, concerns have

intensified regarding the
erosion of democratic
norms, the dilution of con-
stitutional  rights, the
decline of secularism, and
the growing constraints on
judicial independence.

This paper seeks to ana-
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lyze these developments
from an Ambedkarite con-
stitutionalist perspective.
Rather than treating
democracy as synony-
mous with elections or
majoritarian rule, it fore-
grounds Ambedkar’s
insistence on substantive
equality, minority rights,
and institutional accounta-
bility as the core of demo-
cratic life. The central
argument advanced here is
that India today represents
a case of democratic back-
sliding characterized by
the persistence of electoral
procedures alongside the
systematic weakening of
constitutional restraints on

power.

Ambedkar’s Conception
of Constitutional
Democracy

Ambedkar rejected the
minimalist  view  of

democracy as periodic
elections. For him, democ-
racy was a form of “asso-
ciated living” grounded in
liberty, equality, and fra-
ternity. He emphasized
that political democracy
without social democracy
would be inherently unsta-
ble. Central to this vision
was the idea of constitu-
tional morality, defined as
respect for constitutional
values, limitations on
power, and the ethical
commitment of institu-
tions and citizens to
uphold the spirit of the
Constitution.

Ambedkar also viewed the
Indian social order—
structured by caste and
graded inequality—as fun-
damentally anti-democrat-
ic. Consequently, he
regarded constitutional
safeguards, fundamental
rights, and independent
institutions as essential
correctives against majori-
tarian domination. His
apprehension that Hindu
majoritarianism  could
subvert democracy
through the misuse of
numerical strength has
acquired renewed rele-
vance in contemporary
India.

Special
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Democratic Governance
and Executive
Centralization

India continues to conduct
regular elections with high
voter participation, sus-
taining the formal appear-
ance of democracy.
However, democratic gov-
ernance has increasingly
come to be marked by
executive dominance and
institutional marginaliza-
tion. Parliament’s deliber-
ative role has been weak-
ened through reduced sit-
tings, limited debate on
major legislation, and the
growing reliance on ordi-
nances and money bills.
From an Ambedkarite per-
spective, this concentra-
tion of power undermines
the constitutional balance
envisioned by the framers.
Ambedkar consistently
argued that unchecked
executive authority posed
a grave threat to liberty,
particularly in societies
marked by deep social
inequalities. The deploy-
ment of investigative and
regulatory agencies
against political opponents
further erodes the condi-
tions for fair political com-
petition, pushing India
toward what comparative
political theory describes
as competitive authoritari-
anism.

Constitutional Rights and
the Crisis of Substantive

Equality
While the text of funda-
mental rights remains

intact, their practical real-
ization has been increas-
ingly constrained. The fre-

quent use of sedition laws,
anti-terror legislation, and
preventive detention has
curtailed freedoms of
speech, association, and

personal liberty.
Prolonged incarceration
without trial has become a
defining feature of the
contemporary legal land-

scape.
Ambedkar viewed funda-
mental rights not as

abstract guarantees but as
instruments of social
emancipation, particularly
for historically oppressed
communities. The selec-
tive enforcement of laws
and the differential treat-
ment of minorities, Dalits,
Adivasis, and dissenters
represent a retreat from the
constitutional promise of
equality before law. This
shift reflects a transition
from rights-based consti-

SR Darapuri
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tutionalism to a gover-
nance paradigm centered
on order, security, and
majoritarian sentiment.
Secularism and the Rise of
Majoritarian Nationalism
Secularism constitutes a
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basic feature of the Indian
Constitution, rooted in the
principle of equal respect
for all religions.
Contemporary political
practice, however, has
increasingly departed
from this constitutional
commitment. State neu-
trality toward religion has
been replaced by overt or
implicit endorsement of
majoritarian cultural
nationalism.

Ambedkar regarded the
fusion of religion and pol-
itics as antithetical to
democracy, particularly in
a society where religious
identity overlapped with
social hierarchy. The nor-
malization of communal
polarization,  selective
responses to hate speech,
and the differential appli-
cation of law during
episodes of communal
violence signify the ero-
sion of secular constitu-
tionalism. In this context,
minorities are progressive-
ly transformed from equal
citizens into conditional
subjects of state power.
Judicial Independence and
Constitutional
Adjudication

The judiciary occupies a
central  position  in
Ambedkar’s constitutional
design as the guardian of
fundamental rights and the
arbiter of constitutional
limits. Although the Indian
judiciary formally retains
its independence, its con-
temporary  functioning
reveals significant con-
straints. Delays in adjudi-
cating politically sensitive

cases, selective prioritiza-
tion of matters, and
increasing deference to the
executive on questions of
national security and
majoritarian policy have
weakened judicial over-
sight.

Rather than overt judicial
capture, the present condi-
tion may be better
described as judicial
restraint bordering on
abdication. This has pro-
found implications for
constitutional democracy,
as the absence of timely
judicial intervention
enables the gradual nor-
malization of unconstitu-
tional practices.
Conclusion:
Constitutional Democracy
at a Crossroads

This paper has argued
that India is experiencing
a process of democratic
hollowing rather than
outright  authoritarian
rupture. Electoral compe-
tition persists, but the
substantive content of
constitutional democra-
cy—rights, secularism,
institutional accountabili-
ty, and judicial independ-
ence—has been progres-
sively undermined. From
an Ambedkarite perspec-
tive, this trajectory
reflects the resurgence of
social and political forces
that the Constitution
sought to restrain.
Ambedkar’s warning that
democracy in India
would be endangered in
the absence of constitu-
tional morality resonates
with renewed urgency
today. The future of the
Indian republic depends
not merely on the sur-
vival of electoral mecha-
nisms, but on the revital-
ization of constitutional
ethics, social democracy,
and the struggle against
graded inequality.
Without this, constitu-
tional democracy risks
being reduced to a formal
shell, increasingly
detached from the eman-
cipatory aspirations that
informed its founding.
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FAMOUS PUNJABI SONGWRITER ‘CHANN JANDIALVI’

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
World famous Punjabi
Songwriter Tarlochan
Singh Chann Jandialvi
was recognised with
Lifetime Achievement
Award by the 1995
formed voluntary organi-
sation Punjabi Listeners
Club on Friday 6th
February 2026 in

Wolverhampton.

‘Chann Jandialvi’ hails
from the well-known vil-
lage of Jandiala, district
Jallandar in the Doaba
area of Punjab. Who came
to the United Kingdom in
1968 He has written 23
books in his beloved
Punjabi language. He is a
regular participant of
Kavi Darbar in the East
and West Midlands, the
surrounding areas and

Sikh television channels

such as Akaal TV, Sangat
TV and Sikh Channel.

Whenever he  visits
Punjab ‘Chann Jandialvi’
Ji is always invited to
Literacy events and is
proud to have taken part
at POIANTA SAHIB
Gurdwara where Sikh
religion’s
Sarbansdani,

tenth Guru,
Giver of

Amrit and huge respecter
of Poets Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Maharaj used to
hold Kavi Darbars in var-
ious languages.
Tarlochan Singh ‘Chann
Jandialavi’ is the writer of
very famous song ‘MAD-
HANIANN’ sang by
Surinder Kaur {Punjab Di
Koel}. This song was so
popular that it was heard
through large speakers in
nearly every village of
Punjab at weddings and
other party occasions.
Punjabi and English on
line newspaper Samaj
Weekly Editor Devinder
Chander said” Chann Ji is
a very kind hearted per-
son, lover of Punjabi
Language, and well liked
where ever he goes. I am
very happy that he has
been recognised with
Lifetime Achievement
Award which he ricde-
serves.”

Punjabi Listeners Club
has been promoting Maa
Boli Punjabi, Culture and
Sikh religion since it was

T

the
anniversary  of
Radio Leicester’s Punjabi

3rd
BBC

formed on

Programme on  9th
September 1995 and has
raised  thousands  of
pounds for UK registered
charities.

Punjabi Listeners Club’s
Co-Ordinator Tarlochan

Singh Virk pointed out
“In the 30 years we have
we have awarded
Lifetime Achievement to
Channi Singh OBE Alaap
Group for services to
Punjabi songs and music ;
Giani Balwinder Singh
Rangila for Serviss to
Sikh religion. We had
planned to give this
award to  respected
Tarlochan Singh ‘Chann
Jandialvi’ at the club’s
30th anniversary Punjabi
Language Seminar in
September 2025 but due
to other commitments
‘Chann Jandialvi’ Ji could
not attend. I am pleased
that his deserved trophy
has been presented to him
few days after his happy

RECOGNISED WITH LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Writer chan Jandailvi jagdeep

Rainu and his wife Harjit Kaur at
Kanshi t.v

birthday. We wish him
good health and happi-
ness.”

Tarlochan Singh ‘Chann
Jandialvi’ said” 1 would

like to thank Punjabi
Listeners Club and espe-
cially Virk Sahib who

truly loves Maa Boli

Punjabi. May Waheguru
Ji grant him even more
strength and courage so
he can continue serving

the Punjabi and Sikh

community.”
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Sant Kabir and the Ambedkarite Political-Theoretical Framework: A Critical Reappraisal

(Asian independent)
Sant Kabir (c. fifteenth
century) occupies a cru-
cial yet understudied
position in the genealo-
gy of anti-caste thought
in South Asia. While
Kabir is conventionally
interpreted within the
Bhakti devotional tradi-
tion, such readings often
depoliticise his intellec-
tual intervention by
reducing it to mystical
universalism.  When
examined through an
Ambedkarite political-
theoretical framework,
Kabir emerges not
merely as a spiritual dis-
senter but as an early
critic of caste, religious
authority, and epistemic
hierarchy.

This framework does
not seek to anachronisti-
cally transform Kabir
into a modern constitu-
tional thinker. Rather, it
situates him as part of a
long historical trajectory
of Bahujan resistance
that culminates in the
modern anti-caste
movement articulated
most systematically by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
Social Location and the
Politics of Knowledge
Ambedkar consistently
emphasised that sys-
tems of knowledge are
shaped by social loca-
tion. Kabir’s emergence
from the Julaha (artisan-
weaver) community is
therefore politically sig-
nificant. Unlike
Brahminical intellectual
traditions rooted in
scriptural scholasticism,
Kabir’s knowledge pro-
duction arises from
labouring experience.
From an Ambedkarite
standpoint, caste oper-
ates not only as a social
hierarchy but as an epis-
temic order, wherein
Brahminical traditions
monopolise the authori-
ty to define truth.
Kabir’s rejection of
Sanskritic scholasticism
and his deliberate use of
vernacular languages

represent an early chal-
lenge to this epistemic
monopoly. By articulat-
ing philosophical cri-
tique in popular idioms,
Kabir ~ democratises
access to spiritual and
moral knowledge.

In this sense, Kabir
anticipates Ambedkar’s
argument that social
emancipation requires
dismantling knowledge
systems that legitimise

hierarchy.

Kabir’s Anti-Caste
Critique and
Ambedkar’s Theory of
Graded Inequality
Kabir’s denunciation of
caste parallels

Ambedkar’s analysis of
caste as a system of
graded inequality. Kabir
rejects  Brahminical
claims to ritual purity
and spiritual superiority,
repeatedly asserting that
birth cannot determine
moral or spiritual worth.
Ambedkar, in
Annihilation of Caste,
extends this critique by
demonstrating that caste
persists through reli-

gious sanction,
endogamy, and social
segregation.  Kabir’s

poetic interrogation of
caste may be under-
stood as a moral-philo-
sophical precursor to
Ambedkar’s structural
analysis.

However, important dis-
tinctions remain.
Kabir’s critique primari-
ly targets the ethical ille-
gitimacy of caste,
whereas ~ Ambedkar
advances a program-
matic demand for its
institutional annihila-
tion through law, politi-
cal mobilisation, and
constitutional reform.
Thus, Kabir represents a
pre-modern moral
Insurgency, while
Ambedkar develops a
modern political strate-
gy for social transfor-
mation.

Nirguna Theology as
Anti-Hierarchical
Politics

Special

- .l“‘

(|~

Kabir’s doctrine of nir-
guna bhakti—devotion
to a formless divine—
acquires new signifi-
cance  within  an
Ambedkarite  frame-
work. Nirguna theology
undermines the theolog-
ical foundations of caste
by rejecting divine
forms that can be
monopolised by priestly
authority.

Ambedkar  similarly
argued that religious
systems that sacralise
inequality must be fun-
damentally restructured
or abandoned. His even-
tual  embrace  of
Navayana Buddhism
reflects this conviction.
Kabir’s nirguna concep-
tion of the divine may
therefore be interpreted
as an early attempt to
construct a non-hierar-
chical spiritual ontol-
ogy, though without the
institutional framework
Ambedkar later pro-
vides.

Critique of Scriptural
Authority and Ethical
Rationalism

Kabir’s refusal to grant
unquestioned authority
to the Vedas, Puranas,
Quran, or Hadith res-
onates strongly with
Ambedkar’s critique of
scriptural  supremacy.
Both thinkers challenge
the notion that religious
antiquity confers moral
legitimacy.

—

Kabir privileges direct
experience (anubhava)
as the basis of truth.
Ambedkar, while oper-
ating within modern
constitutional and ratio-
nalist traditions, similar-
ly insists that ethical and
social equality must
supersede  scriptural
authority. This shared
emphasis situates both
thinkers within a tradi-
tion of ethical rational-
ism, where human dig-

SR Darapuri
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nity becomes the pri-
mary criterion of truth.

Religion, Social
Democracy, and Moral
Community

Ambedkar argued that
democracy is not mere-
ly a political system but
a form of associated liv-
ing grounded in liberty,
equality, and fraternity.
Kabir’s rejection of reli-
gious sectarianism and
his insistence on the
unity of humanity pre-

figure this conception of
moral community.
Kabir’s refusal to privi-
lege either Hindu or
Muslim identity reveals
his recognition that
social oppression can be
reproduced across reli-
gious boundaries. This
insight aligns with
Ambedkar’s warning
that conversion alone
cannot ensure liberation
unless accompanied by
social and ethical trans-
formation.

Labour, Ethical Praxis,
and the Rejection of
Ascetic Hierarchy
Kabir’s insistence that
spiritual realisation is
attainable within
labouring life chal-
lenges the hierarchical
distinction  between
renunciatory asceticism
and productive work.
Ambedkar  similarly
emphasised the dignity
of labour and criticised
caste as a system that
devalues  productive
occupations.

Kabir’s affirmation of
householder spirituality
may thus be read as an
early articulation of a
labour-centred moral
philosophy, which
Ambedkar later devel-
ops into a critique of
caste-based occupation-
al stratification.

Limits of Kabir from an
Ambedkarite
Perspective

While Kabir anticipates
several elements of anti-
caste  critique, an
Ambedkarite  frame-
work also highlights his
limitations.

Kabir: does not formu-
late a political program,
does not propose insti-
tutional mechanisms for
dismantling caste, and
remains largely within
an ethical-spiritual reg-
ister.

Ambedkar, by contrast,
transforms  anti-caste
thought into a modern
emancipatory project,
grounded in constitu-
tionalism, democratic
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mobilisation, and state
intervention.

Thus, Kabir’s signifi-
cance lies not in provid-
ing a complete political
theory but in represent-
ing a historical stage in
the evolution of anti-
caste consciousness.
Kabir  within  the
Genealogy of Bahujan
Intellectual Tradition
From an Ambedkarite
perspective, Kabir may
be situated within a
broader lineage of
Bahujan resistance that
includes figures such as
Ravidas, Tukaram,
Jyotirao Phule, Periyar,
and Ambedkar himself.
This genealogy reflects
a continuous struggle
against  Brahminical
social order through
diverse intellectual and
political strategies.
Kabir’s contribution to
this tradition lies in his
articulation of a subal-
tern moral critique that
destabilises the cultural
legitimacy of caste and
religious authority.

Conclusion
Interpreting Sant Kabir
through an

Ambedkarite political-
theoretical framework
reveals him as a foun-
dational figure in the
historical evolution of
anti-caste thought.
Kabir’s poetic critique
of religious hierarchy,
caste inequality, and
epistemic  monopoly
anticipates key ele-
ments of Ambedkar’s
later political philoso-

phy. ,
At the same time, the
comparison  under-

scores a critical transi-
tion from ethical rebel-
lion to institutional
transformation. Kabir’s
legacy endures not as a
complete emancipatory
program but as an early
articulation of the
moral imagination that
would later find sys-

tematic political
expression n
Ambedkarite thought.
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Joint Public Statement Implementing Article 13(5) of the Constitution of
India: Safeguarding Equity in India’s Higher Education Reform

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
We, the undersigned
civil society organiza-
tions, alumni associa-
tions of premier Indian
institutions, academic
networks, and members
of the Indian diaspora
across the United States
and other countries,
issue this joint state-
ment to express our
considered concern
regarding the unfin-
ished implementation
of Article 15(5) of the
Constitution of India
and the future of equity
safeguards in higher
education governance.
India’s Constitution
envisions substantive
equality. It does not
merely prohibit dis-
crimination; it empow-
ers the State to actively
correct structural disad-
vantage. Article 15(5),
inserted through the
93rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2005,
explicitly authorizes the
State to make special

provisions  for the
advancement of
Scheduled Castes,

Scheduled Tribes, and
socially and education-
ally backward classes in
educational institutions,
including private unaid-
ed institutions, except
minority  institutions
protected under Article
30.

This constitutional
amendment was enact-
ed at a time when
India’s higher education
landscape was rapidly
expanding through pri-
vatization. Parliament
clearly recognized that
if private education
grew without social
obligations, the archi-
tecture of constitutional
justice would shrink.
Article 15(5) was meant
to prevent that outcome.
Nearly two decades
later, comprehensive
enabling legislation
implementing Article

15(5) in private higher
educational institutions
has not been enacted.
During this same peri-
od, the structure of
Indian higher education
has transformed dra-
matically. More than
sixty-five percent of
colleges and hundreds
of universities are pri-
vately managed. Many
elite private institutions
now play a decisive role
in shaping corporate
leadership, public poli-
cy networks, global
academic partnerships,
and intellectual influ-
ence. Yet reservation
policies remain largely
confined to public insti-
tutions.

This structural diver-
gence risks creating a
two-tier system: public
institutions bearing the
primary responsibility
of social inclusion,
while private institu-
tions increasingly shape
elite pathways without
equivalent constitution-
al obligations.

The 370th Report of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on
Education (August
2025), chaired by Shri
Digvijaya Singh, docu-
mented under-represen-
tation of SC/ST/OBC
students in several lead-
ing private universities
and highlighted the
absence of binding
statutory implementa-
tion of Article 15(5).
The Committee recom-
mended legislative
action.

We believe this recom-
mendation deserves
serious and immediate

consideration.

We also note that in
January 2026, the
University Grants

Commission issued the
UGC (Promotion of

Equity in  Higher
Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2026,

strengthening anti-dis-
crimination safeguards
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grievance redressal
mechanisms, and insti-
tutional accountability
requirements. These are
important reforms
aimed at ensuring dig-
nity and safety within

campuses.
However, these
Regulations  operate

within existing admis-
sion frameworks and
derive authority from
the UGC Act, 1956.
With the introduction of
the  Viksit  Bharat
Shiksha  Adhishthan
(VBSA) Bill proposing
repeal of the UGC Act,
there is a risk that these
safeguards may lapse
unless explicitly incor-
porated into the new
statutory framework.
At a time when India is
seeking to position
itself as a global knowl-
edge leader, equity can-
not be treated as a
peripheral administra-
tive issue. The legitima-
cy of institutions—both
nationally and interna-
tionally—depends on
their social inclusive-
ness.

We emphasize the fol-
lowing principles:

First, privatization can-
not become a shield
against constitutional
responsibility. Second,
representation and insti-
tutional accountability
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must advance together.
Third, equity safe-
guards must have statu-
tory durability, not
remain vulnerable to
regulatory transitions.
We therefore respect-
fully call upon the
Government of India
and Parliament to:

1. Enact comprehensive
enabling legislation
under Article 15(5) to
operationalize reserva-
tion in private higher
educational institutions,
consistent with consti-
tutional provisions and
excluding minority
institutions as required
by Article 30.

2. Incorporate the sub-
stantive provisions of
the UuGC Equity
Regulations, 2026
directly into the pro-
posed VBSA legisla-
tion, or otherwise
ensure statutory conti-
nuity of anti-discrimi-
nation safeguards dur-
ing and after the regula-
tory transition.

India’s global standing
as a democracy com-
mitted to  justice
depends not only on
economic growth but on
equitable access to
opportunity. Higher
education is a primary
site where future lead-
ership is formed. Its
social composition mat-
ters.

The Constitution has
already provided the
framework. What
remains is implementa-
tion.

We offer this statement
in a spirit of construc-
tive engagement and
with the hope that con-
stitutional commit-
ments will be translated
into durable policy
action.
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Signatories:

IIT Bombay SC/ST
Alumni Association
Indian Maitri Sangha
(International)

A mb e d k ar
Association of North
America-AANA

A mb e d k ar
International Mission-
AIM Houston, USA

A mb e d k ar
International Mission-
AIM Brunei

A mb e d k ar
International Mission-
AIM Bahrain

Boston Study Group-
Boston, USA

A mb e d k ar
International mission
AIM India

Ambedkar King Study
Circle, USA
Ambedkariets dham-
ma Association- ADA
Charlotte North
Carolina, USA
Ambedkarite
International Mission

Society (AIMS),
Canada
People education

Welfare society
Begumpura Cultural
Society of New York
International Bahujan
Organization (IBO)

Shri Guru Ravidas
Sabha of New York,
USA

Dr Ambedkar

Buddhist Organisation
Birmingham UK

Global BAMCEF
Diaspora
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Professor Dr Gali
Vinod Kumar,
Republican party of
India(Bheem Rao
Ambedkar),
Telangana
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REHABILITATION
CENTER [SBRC]
NERUL NAVI MUM-
BAT 400 705
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