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SHAM LAL CHANDER ID no. 921760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)

................................................................................

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he-l:l-:atraﬂa
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

o =

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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The Samaj Weekly and people associated with it are not responsible for any claims made by the advisers and don’t endorse any product or service advertising Samaj Weekly. Please consult your lawyer
before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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Seventy-Eighth Martyrdom Day of Father of the Nation

(Asian independent)
As we mourn on this
martyrdom day, we
also realize that his val-
ues are being under-
mined blatantly. The
propaganda by commu-
nal forces is intensify-
ing by the day as the
social divisiveness is
on the rise. Hindu-
Muslim Unity was the
central credo of his life.
This mission of the
colossus 1s a major vic-
tim of contemporary
dominant politics. We
recall that the person
who put three bullets
into his chest was
steeped in the ideology
of Hindu Nationalism,
Hindutva. This ideolo-
gy was totally opposed
to the values of the
national movement.
National ~movement
had embraced the val-
ues of Liberty, Equality
and Fraternity. The
communal forces
which were calling for
Muslim Nation did get
deflated after the for-
mation of Pakistan, the
Hindu communal
forces started gradually
strengthening  them-
selves. These forces did
not have a social
respectability till they
joined Jaya Prakash
Narayan = Movement
(JP) and came back to
the political social
space in a stronger way.
Since Gandhiji had an
impeccable global
image, even the RSS-
BJP had to make a
show of respecting
him. But that was a
show. In the mecha-
nisms developed by
them through shakhas
and other platforms
they did begin to put lot
of blame on Gandhi for
making Hindu commu-
nity defenceless, pro-
moting Muslims at the
cost of interests of
Hindus, for not saving
Bhagat Singh’s life, for
ignoring the tall free-
dom fighter Subhash

Chandra Bose and
nominating Nehru as
his successor instead of
more capable Sardar
Patel, as the Prime min-
ister of India.

In most of this word-of-
mouth propaganda ini-
tially and later through
different mechanisms
they have achieved
quite a success in creat-
ing a ‘social common
sense’ against Gandhi,
while at the same time
glorifying his murderer
Nathuram Godse.
There have been recre-
ations of murder scene
of Gandhi, showing
how deep hatred has
been created against
him. Plays and films
glorifying Godse at the
cost of Gandhi do
flourish.

Most of the propaganda
against him is a con-
struct of Hindutva
forces, to give them-
selves legitimacy and
to oppose the values of
our freedom move-
ment, which did get
reflected in the Indian
Constitution. In 1919
the global movement of
Muslims for restoration
of Khilafat in Tirkiye
was a great opportunity
to ensure the incorpora-
tion of Indian Muslims
into the anti colonial
struggle. Gandhi did
seize it with both hands
and ensured the broad-
ening of the struggle in
a very effective way.
The parallel Non-
Cooperation movement
was the first major
mass movement
against the British. We
had already seen the
mass uprising opposing
the partition of Bengal.
The breadth of the
Non-Cooperation
movement was
unimaginable, but
unfortunately due to the
Chauri Chaura incident
it had to be suspended.

The Salt march, Dandi
movement began from
March 1930 and initiat-
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ed the Civil disobedi-
ence movement. While
Salt March ended in
April the same year, the
civil disobedience last-
ed till 1934.Meanwhile
as Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev and Rajguru
were facing the death
sentence. The false-
hood being spread is
that Gandhi could have
prevented their hang-
ing. Interestingly those
who are spreading this
did not raise even their
little finger to support
the  revolutionaries.
Gandhi wrote twice to
Lord Irwin to commute
their death sentence.
He also brought in in
the discussions with
Irwin, who was the
viceroy.

Irwin considered it but
he was overruled by the
British Government as
the British officers in
Punjab threatened to
resign if the death sen-
tence of the revolution-
aries was suspended or
commuted.
Distinguished historian
V. N. Datta also
reached the conclusion
that “from the extracts
of Gandhi — Irwin cor-
respondence and also
contemporary evi-
dence, it i1s clear that
Gandhi was deeply
interested in saving
Bhagat Singh’s life,
and was constant in his
appeals to Irwin not to
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hang him.” According
to Datta, in order to
understand Gandhi’s
role, “we have to relate
his negotiations with
the Viceroy to the polit-
ical climate of the
times, the pressure of
public opinion, the role
of the Viceroy, and the
working of British
bureaucracy, and
Imperial system in

India and England”.
The other major myth
being popularized is

Ram Puniyani

that Gandhi ignored the
efforts of  Netaji,
Subhash Chandra Bose.
As a matter of fact,
Subhash Bose left the
Congress, with full dig-
nity, due to the differ-
ence in approach to anti
British struggle. While
the majority of
Congress party opted
for launching an agita-
tion against the British
Government, Netaji
wanted to ally with
Axis powers, Japan and
Germany, to take on the

¥

British powers. The
Hindutva forces were
helping the British war
efforts and efforts
against Netaji by help-
ing them in recruitment
in the army, which
countered Netaji’s
Azad Hind Fauz
(AHF).

Despite the difference
Netaji and Gandhi
shared highest respect
for each other. While
Netaji called Gandhi as
‘Father of the nation’,
Gandhi called Bose as
‘Prince amongst the
patriots’. And in one
of the meetings
Gandhi told Netaji
that he fully disagrees
with his path but if
that gives India free-
dom, he will be the
first one to congratu-
late him. Netaji also
named the first battal-
ion of AHF as Gandhi
Battalion. It was
Congress which after
the war formed a
committee in defence
of the prisoners of
AHF. Its prominent

leaders Bhulabhai
Deasi, Kailashnath
Katju and Jawarlal
Nehru fought the

legal battles for the
prisoners of AHF.

As far as inheritors of
Gadhi, the future
Prime Minister of
India, Gandhi right in
early 1940s had said
that neither Rajaji,
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nor Patel will be my
successors. It will be
Jawaharlal Nahru. In
a practical sense
Nehru was the major
architect of elections
in 1937 and 1946.
Sardar Patel stated
that Nehru has put in
unimaginable energy
in these elections to
ensure Congress vic-
tory. As the President
of Congress was
being elected in 1946,
after Maulana Azad’s
Presidentship, Gandhi
had asked Patel to
withdraw his nomina-
tion for the race. Patel
as Gandhi loyalist and
long-time associate of
Nehru held no
grudges about it and
worked with Nehru,
as a congressman all
through his life. They
did have differences
but they were sorted
out in personal meet-
ings or Cabinet meet-
ings. Patel went on to
say that Nehru is his
younger brother and
his leader.

Gandhi had a unique
mandate and grasp of
the nation. He did
know that Nehru is
most popular among
the people after him.
And also, that Nehru
is very popular among
the youth.

Gandhi, the tallest
leader of the century,
of India was unique in
understanding  our
country. Today the
communal forces are
playing games with
popular perceptions
in directly blaming
Nehru for every fail-
ure on one hand. On
the  other subtle
efforts to undermine
Gandhi are on.
(Grateful to Kapil
Sibal, Prof
Purushottam Agarwal
and Prof Mridula
Mukherjeem for a dis-
cussion on the topic,
however lapses if any
are mine)
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Life and Mission of Saint Raidas (Ravidas) and
his Transtformative Concept of Begumpura

(Asian independent)
Historical Background
SR
[.P.S.(Retd)
Saint Raidas, popularly

Darapuri

known as Ravidas, was
a prominent 15th—16th
century Bhakti saint,

social reformer, and
poet. He was born
around 1450 CE in
Seer Govardhanpur

near Varanasi in pres-
ent-day Uttar Pradesh.
Ravidas was born into
(leather-
working) community,

a Chamar

which was treated as
“untouchable” within
the rigid Brahmanical
caste hierarchy.

His location
deeply his
worldview and his life-

social
shaped

long struggle against
caste oppression and
religious exclusion.

Spiritual Philosophy

Ravidas belonged to
the Nirguna Bhakti tra-
dition, which believed
in devotion to a form-
God,
rejecting idol worship,
ritualism, and priestly

less, wuniversal

mediation. His teach-
ings emphasized: Inner
purity over external rit-
uals, Equality of all
human beings,
of caste-

based hierarchy and

Rejection

Moral conduct as the
basis of religion.
He strongly opposed

the idea that birth
determines  spiritual
worth. For Ravidas,

devotion (bhakti) was
inseparable from social
justice.

A famous saying attrib-
uted to him summa-

rizes this philosophy:
“Man changa to kathoti
mein Ganga”

(If the mind is pure,
even a small bowl con-
tains the Ganga)

Social Mission
Ravidas’s mission
extended far beyond
spiritual salvation. His
core objectives were:
Annihilation of caste
consciousness,
Restoration of human
dignity to oppressed
communities,
Opposition to
Brahmanical domina-
tion and untouchability
and Affirmation of
labour and productive
work as noble.

By composing verses
in vernacular language,
he spiritual
knowledge accessible

made

to the common people,
especially Dalits and
marginalized groups.

His
influential that several

hymns were so
were later included in
the Guru Granth Sahib,
reflecting his
inter-religious appeal.

wide

Ravidas as a Radical

SR Darapuri
LP.S.(Retd)

Bhakti Saint

Unlike conservative
Bhakti saints who
accommodated caste

Special

belonged to the radical,
anti-caste stream of
Bhakti, alongside
Kabir and Chokhamela.
His poetry
questioned

openly

social
inequality and religious
hypocrisy, making him
an early voice of resist-

ance against
Brahmanism.

The Concept of
Begumpura

Meaning of Begumpura
Begumpura literally
means “the city without
sorrow” (begam = sor-
rowless, pura = city). It

‘n;!’
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is Ravidas’s most pow-
erful  socio-political
vision, articulated in
his celebrated hymn:
“Begumpura shehar ko
nao,

Dukh andoh nahi tihi
thao”

(The city is
Begumpura,
Where there is no suf-

called

fering or fear.)
Characteristics of
Begumpura

Begumpura represents
an ideal society free
from oppression, char-
acterized by: Absence

of caste and social hier-

,...;,i

archy, no poverty,
exploitation, or forced
labour, no discrimina-
tion based on birth or
occupation, freedom of
movement and liveli-
hood and equality and
dignity for all citizens.
Importantly,
Begumpura is not a
heavenly afterlife, but
a vision of a just socie-
ty on earth.

Political and Social
Significance

Though expressed in
devotional language,
Begumpura is essen-
tially a radical social
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and political utopia. It
directly  challenges:
Feudal

Caste-based citizenship

exploitation,

and religious justifica-
tion of inequality.

Ravidas imagined a
society where social
equality precedes spiri-
tual fulfilment, a prin-
ciple later echoed by
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in
his concept of social
democracy based on

liberty, equality, and

fraternity.

Begumpura and Dalit
Consciousness
Begumpura has

become a foundational
symbol in
Dalit-Bahujan thought.
It represents:
Aspiration for a caste-
Moral
against

less society,
resistance
humiliation, Hope for
collective  liberation
rather than individual
salvation

For many, Begumpura
is a blueprint of social
justice, not merely a
spiritual metaphor.
Conclusion

Saint Raidas (Ravidas)
was not only a Bhakti saint
but a pioneering social
revolutionary. His life and
mission challenged the
moral foundations of caste
society, while his vision of
Begumpura articulated
one of the earliest formu-
lations of a casteless, egal-
itarian social order in
India. Ravidas’s legacy
continues to inspire strug-
gles for dignity, equality,
and justice, making him a
timeless figure in India’s
anti-caste and democratic

traditions.
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The Buddhist wedding of Dhammaratna Bharathi, a
Dhammamitra of the Triratna Boudha Mahasangha

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Namo Buddhaya!

I am happy to share
that I had the honour
of presiding over the
Buddhist wedding of
student,
Dhammaratna
Bharathi, a
Dhammamitra of the
Boudha

The
marriage was solem-

my

Triratna
Mahasangha.

nised on 28 January
2026 at Novotel
Hotel, OMR, Chennai.
Dhammaratna  has
been associated with
me since 2008, from
the time he was just 10

years old, and he now

leads Buddha
Constructions n
Chennai. His elder

brother and the entire
family have actively
participated
Buddhist

over the years and

In our
activities

have consistently con-
tributed to the welfare
of the local communi-
ty.

I was deeply moved to
see that the wedding
gifts
copies of the Indian
Constitution, which
were distributed to all
the guests. The cere-
further
enriched when the
bride embraced
Buddhism by taking
the Three Refuges,

mony was

consisted of

formally converting
from Christianity. As
an expression of rev-

erence, the couple first
sought my blessings,
acknowledging my
role as their teacher

Special

for more than 18
years, and only there-
after received bless-
ings from their par-
ents. This gesture was
especially touching
for me.

I was also pleased to
meet Dhammaratna’s
elder brother Parithi
Siddharth and his wife
Sneha
Karnataka, whose
Buddhist wedding 1

from

had presided over last
year. Their inter-
regional ~ Buddhist
marriage and their
happy life together in
Chennai was hearten-
ing to witness once
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again. It was equally
joyful to meet their
uncle Venkatesh and
aunt Akila, who are

also Dhammamitras
of TBM.

To see an entire family
and extended relatives
practising Buddhism
is a rare and inspiring

experience in
Chennai. Such nurtur-
ing of children

towards a progressive
and spiritual Buddhist
life is made possible
through the commit-
ted efforts of Buddhist
parents the
Sangha. 1 rejoice in
the merits of the par-
ents, Mugil
Dhammapriyan and
Prajapati Sharmila, for

and

guiding their children
and relatives in the
Buddhist way of life.
Sadhu, Sadhu, Sadhu!
With metta,
Gauthama Prabhu
Nagappan
Chairperson,
South Indian
Buddhist Council
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THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Thanks to PM
Narendra Modi on his gesture to
visit Dera Sachkhand Ballan on

February 1, Guru Ravidass Jyanti.

and Welcome

It was scheduled to post this blog
on January 31 on the eve of the
Gurpurab of the great Guru. What
the changed scenario with the pro-
nounced visit of PM Narendra
Modi to visit the Dera to pay obei-
sance and join the followers of
Guru Ravidass in the celebrations
of Guru Ravidass cajoled me to
propone and post the blog in
advance as the contents of the blog
contain some of my humble sug-
gestions to celebrate and observe
the 650th Jyanti in the coming year
of 2027. Hon’ble PM and the con-
cerned authorities not in the GOI
alone but also in the ruling elite of
RSS and that of RSS too may con-
sider these humble suggestions in
the run up to the great events with
regard to the 650th Year of the rev-
olutionary Guru whose mission and
philosophy is as relevant today as it
was before to make India ‘Vikshit
Bharat’ by 2047 as visualized by
PM Narendra Modi.

3k sk skok sk

Greetings and congratulations on
the Gurpurab of Guru Ravidass, the
649th Jyanti of the great Guru,
February 1, 2026. a revolutionary
harbinger of democratic socialism.
First, I resort to some facts of Guru
Ravidass’s teachings and thoughts
with regard to the democratic
socialism in the society and the
world at large particularly in the
scenario of increasing tendencies of
negating the lofty ideals of ‘equi-
table socio-economic world order’
as stipulated in the Constitution of
India and the UN Charter. In this
regard, I will mostly dwell on the
‘theme song’ of the Bani of the
great Guru as ordained in his Sabad
— Begumpura Shehar Ka Naon
rightly and thoughtfully enshrined
in Sri Guru Granth Sahib by the
great Sikh Gurus. The essence of
the Sabad may be described as:
shabad

tE)

Guru Ravidas’s
“Begumpura Shehar Ka Naam
describes a  utopian  city,
Begumpura (City without Sorrow),
a spiritual realm of eternal bliss,
equality, freedom from suffering,
taxes, fear, and caste, where every-
one lives in harmony and divine

joy, as a vision for a just society

free from worldly oppression. The
English rendering conveys this
ideal nation as a place of perfect
happiness, with no kings, no bur-
dens, and universal love, a human-
ist dream of a world without pain or
anxiety.

Guru Ravidass was a visionary
humanist. The last couplet of the
Sabad is very revealing. Apart from
talking about equality, justice, lib-
erty, welfare state etc., he under-
scored fraternity — Jo Hum Shehri
So Meet Hamara which is very
essence of harmonious living. Very
rightly and thoughtfully later our
led by Babasaheb
Ambedkar adopted and enshrined

forefathers

this lofty ideal of fraternity in the
Constitution of India. Not only
here, Guru Ravidass was not obliv-
ious of the pangs of hunger and
poverty and the virtue of equitable
social order in the society. He said
Aisa Chahun Raj Mein; Yahan Mile
Saban Ko Ann,

Chot Bade Sab Sam Vashen;
Ravidass Rahe Parsan.

(I wish to have such a mode of gov-
ernance where nobody sleeps hun-
gry. Where all of us; rich and poor
live happily)

All said and done, it is beyond any
doubt that Guru Ravidass was the
beacon light of democratic social-
ism to make not our own country
Bharat a place of joy and happiness
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but the entire humanity in these
days of conflict and strife. Guru
Ravidass is required to be not only
celebrated with all solemnity but to
prepare and educate the coming

Special

generations to learn from the teach-
ings and philosophy of the great
Guru.

In this background, I voluntarily
join the stray and unheard voices of
celebrating and observing next Year
2027; the 650th Gurpurab of Guru
Ravidass with focus and added
emphasis for the larger good of the
society. The State Governments of
the States where the followers of
Guru Ravidass has considerable
presence and the Government of
India should consider, decide and
deliver by making appropriate spe-
cial programmes and events to pay
a betting tribute to the great Guru
Ravidass in year 2027-28, the
650th Jyanti. I have some, off the
cuff, suggestions in this regard as a
humble follower of the great Guru.
I. GOI may appoint a High Power
Committee of Ministers, highly
placed bureaucrats, spiritual lead-
ers of Ravidassia community,
Ravidassia intelligentsia
(Budhijivis) and others from the
society at large.

II. The High Power Committee of
the GOI will formulate and draw up
suitable programme to celebrate
and commemorate the 650th
Parkash Utsav and the Year 2027 as
a befitting tribute to the life, phi-
losophy and Legacy of Guru
Ravidass.

The following suggestions may be

considered and made with regard to

the programme —

- National Function on the Guru

in 2027 at
the birth

place of the great Guru at

Ravidass Jyanti

Seergoverdhanpur,

Varanasi.
- Functions at important places
pertaining to Guru Ravidass and

his legacy like — Dera
Sachkhand Ballan at Jalandhar
and Charan Cho-Ganga at

Khuralgarh
Punjab, Guru Ravidass Temple
at  Tuglakabad Delhi,
Ravidass Chattri at Chittorgarh
in Rajasthan, Sarnath/Budh
Gaya in Bihar, Ahemdabad in
Gujrat, Chennai in Tamil Nadu

in Hoshiarpur in

in

among others
Issuing of Commemorative
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Postal Stamp and Coins.
- Inclusion of Guru’s Vani and
socio-cultural message of Guru
Ravidass in the syllabus and
curricula of Schools and
Colleges.
- All Universities should host
functions to celebrate the 650th
year of Guru’s Parkash Utsav
appropriately.

All
should be advised to celebrate

schools and colleges
the occasion suitably.

- Establish Guru Ravidass Study
Chairs Hindu
University at Varanasi, Guru
Nanak Dev

Amritsar, Panjab University at

at Banaras

University at

Chandigarh among others.
Discussions and Debates on

Guru Ravidass on Doordrshan

- Advise and direct all Indian

the

countries where members of the

Diplomatic Missions in
Ravidassia community are con-
centrated like the UK, the USA,
Zealand,

Canada, Austria, Germany, and

Australia, New

Italy among others.

- Special programmes on Guru
Ravidass by the socio-cultural
outfits like RSS, SGPC, Beas
Satsang, Nirangkari Satsang,
(Aksardham)

among others, Chaitanya Prabhu

Swainarayan
outfits among others.

I conclude this piece with the
hope that the State Governments
and the Central Governments
would listen, consider and
decide on the matter with a view
to maintain and sustain the con-
tinuity of India that is Bharat as
elaborated in the Allma Igbal’s
nazam —

fargdt 3 forg st # Smo-u-ges gamwRn
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When Protection Becomes “Division”: Why
the Supreme Court is Failing Dalit Students

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Imagine going to university and
being told your admission was a
“mistake,” that you don’t belong
there, that you only got in because
of “reservation.” Imagine your
teachers questioning your intelli-
gence in front of the whole class,
your hostel mates refusing to sit
with you in the mess hall, your
grant/ stipend suddenly being
stopped for unclear
Imagine facing this every single
day until you feel so crushed, so
alone, so worthless that you see no
way out except death.

This isn’t imagination. This is what
happened to Rohith Vemula, a PhD
student at the University of
Hyderabad. In 2016, he died by
suicide after being expelled from
his hostel and having his scholar-
ship stopped. His last note said:
“My birth is my fatal accident.”
This is what happened to Payal
Tadvi, a 26-year-old medical stu-
dent in 2019. Three senior doctors,
all from upper castes, tortured and
humiliated her every day until she
too took her own life.

Between 2019 and 2021 alone, 98
students from Dalit,
Bahujan, and Adivasi
died by
suicide in India’s top
universities — IITs,
NITs, 1IMs, and central
universities.

These are not isolated
incidents. They are a
pattern. And they con-
tinue today.

What the Government
Tried to Do

After Rohith and Payal’s deaths,
their mothers went to court. They
said: “The system failed our chil-
dren. Other children are dying.
Please do something.”

The Supreme Court agreed in 2019.
They told the government: “Create

rcasons.

communities

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

o

a strong and robust mechanism to
protect students from caste dis-
crimination.”

So in January 2026, the govern-
ment created new rules called the
UGC (Promotion of Equity in
Higher Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2026. These rules
would have:

1. Made every university create
Equal Opportunity Centres:

places where students could com-
plain about discrimination

2. Created Equity Committees:
with people from SC/ST/OBC
communities to handle complaints
3. Made universities accountable:
they had to report
every year about dis-
crimination cases

4. Clearly defined
- caste discrimination:
as the specific, sys-
tematic  humiliation
that SC/ST/OBC
dents face

These were not radical
ideas. They were basic
protections — the kind
any workplace or institution should
have.

What Upper Castes Objected To
The rules said: “Caste discrimina-
tion means discrimination against
members of Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, and Other
Backward Classes.”

stu-

MGG
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Upper caste students and their
organizations protested. They said:
(1) “What if we face discrimina-
tion? Who will protect us?”

(2) “This definition is one-sided”
(3)’This rule will divide society”
(4)”Upper caste students could be
falsely accused”

After their protests, many distrib-
uted sweets and celebrated when
the Supreme Court stopped these
rules.

What the Supreme Court Did

On January 29, 2026, the Supreme
Court stayed (temporarily stopped)
these new rules. The bench of
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymala Bagchi said the
rules were:

(1) “Vague and capable of misuse”
(2) “Dividing society rather than
uniting it”

(3)”Regressive” and potentially
“dangerous”

Most revealingly, the court asked:
“Are we going backwards from
whatever we gained in terms of
achieving a casteless society?”
They sent the rules back for “revi-
sion” and reactivated the old 2012
rules — the exact same rules that
were in place when Rohith Vemula
and Payal Tadvi died.

Why This is a Massive Failure

1. The Court is Living in Fantasy
The court believes India has
achieved, or nearly achieved, a

“casteless society.” But:
-(I)Caste discrimination
plaints in universities jumped
118% from 2019-20 to 2023-24
(2)Nearly 100 students from mar-
ginalized communities died by sui-
cide in just three years (2019-2021)
(3)Most universities under the
2012 rules claimed they received
ZERO complaints of caste discrim-
ination (which tells you the system
didn’t work, not that discrimination
didn’t exist)

2. They Treat Caste Like Any Other
Problem

The court asked: “Why do we need
a separate definition for caste dis-
crimination when general discrimi-
nation covers everything?”

This is like asking: “Why do we
need special laws against domestic

com-

violence when regular assault laws

exist?” or “Why do we need laws

against child abuse when we have

laws against violence?”

Because caste operates differently.

It 1s:

(1) Historically entrenched

(2) Religiously justified (in sacred

texts)

(3) Socially enforced (in every vil-

lage, every institution)

(4) Invisible to those who don’t

face it (upper castes often don’t

even see it happening)

When a Dalit student’s intelligence

1s questioned or they are socially

boycotted in the mess hall, it’s not

“general discrimination” — it’s a

specific assault on their dignity

based on the belief that they are

inherently inferior because of their

birth.

3. They Worry About “Misuse”

While Students Die

The court worried the rules could

be “misused” against upper caste

students.

But what about the systematic sui-

cide of Dalit students — isn’t that a
(continew page 27)
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“misuse” of institutional
power? What about profes-
sors who harass reserved
category students with no
accountability — isn’t that a
“misuse” of authority?

The rules had mechanisms,
complaint procedures, com-
mittees. But the court was
more worried about hypo-
thetical false accusations
than actual ongoing deaths.

4. They’re Protecting Upper
Caste Comfort Over Student
Lives

By staying these rules, the
court chose:

(1) The feelings of upper
caste students who might
feel “accused”

(2) Over the lives of Dalit
students who are actually
dying

(3) An imaginary “casteless
society”

(4) Over the very caste-
marked reality of Indian uni-
versities

Is This Caste Bias in the
Court?
Here’s an uncomfortable

truth: The Supreme Court
itself lacks diversity.
According to information
tabled in Parliament, of 715
HIgh Court judges appoint-
ed between 2018 and March
2025, only 22 belong to
Scheduled Caste (SC) cate-
gory which is roughly 3%.
(Googled 29th January
2026)

Studies show that through-
out history, Brahmins have
dominated the Supreme
Court. Meanwhile,
SC/ST/OBC communities —
who make up over 70% of

India’s population — have
minimal representation in
the courts deciding their
fate.

A 2013 National
Commission of Scheduled
Castes report suggested that
the higher judiciary compo-
sition is influenced by ” age-
olf social prejudices”

Does this affect their judg-
ment?

But when you’ve never
experienced caste discrimi-
nation, when you come from
communities that have his-
torically held power, it
becomes very easy to:

(1) Believe caste doesn’t
exist anymore

(2) See protections for Dalits
as “special privileges”

(3) Worry about “reverse
discrimination”

(4) Think naming caste is
what creates division, not
caste itself

This is structural blindness.
It is the inability to see what
you have never lived.

What This Means for Dalit
Students Right Now

With the Supreme Court’s
stay:

1.They are back under the
2012 framework:

the same framework that
was in place when nearly
100 students died

2. No mandatory complaint
system: universities can con-
tinue without proper struc-
tures

3. No accountability:
universities don’t have to
report or address discrimina-
tion

4. The violence continues:

being ignored, being humili-
ated, having their merit
questioned, being socially
isolated, all while being told
that complaining about caste
creates division

As one analyst wrote: Dalit
students are now being
asked to choose between
their education and their dig-
nity, between survival and
silence.

The Bitter Truth

The Supreme Court, seven
years ago, ordered the gov-
ernment to create “strong
and robust mechanisms” to
protect  students  after
Vemula and Tadvi’s deaths.
The government finally cre-
ated those mechanisms in
2026.

The Supreme Court then
stayed those mechanisms as
potentially divisive.
Meanwhile, Dalit students
continue to die. And the
courts continue to prioritize
an idea of equality that does-
n’t exist over the protection
of students who desperately
need it.

This is not justice. This is
institutional failure.

When the law refuses to
name oppression, it protects
oppressors. When courts
treat structural violence as
“just another form of dis-
crimination,” they ensure
that violence continues.

And when judges who have
never faced caste discrimi-
nation decide that protec-
tions against it are “divi-
sive,” they make a choice —
whether they realize it or not

— about whose lives matter
and whose deaths can be
ignored.

The question isn’t whether
the Supreme Court has
failed Dalit students. The
answer to that is painfully
clear.

The question is: How many
more students have to die
before that failure 1s
acknowledged?
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