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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:hecl-:airaue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount i, Selves making efc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Southall Girl Becomes Baroness as Neena Gill

CBE Is Introduced to the House of Lords

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Sikhs for Labour warmly welcomes
the announcement that Neena Gill
CBE has been bestowed with a life
peerage. Baroness Gill CBE was for-
mally introduced into the House of
Lords today (Tuesday 20 January
2026). Neena will now be known as,
The Baroness Gill CBE, of Jewellery
Quarter in the City of Birmingham
and of Southall in the London
Borough of Ealing.

As Chair of Sikhs for Labour since its
formation, The Baroness Gill CBE has
played a central role in strengthening
engagement between the Labour Party
and the Sikh and Punjabi communities
across the United Kingdom.

Her elevation to the House of Lords
marks a historic moment as she was
the first Sikh Panjabi woman to be
elected to any Parliament in Europe.
She is now the first female Labour
Sikh Peer in the history of the Party.
Reflecting on the significance of her
title, The Baroness Gill CBE said:
“My first home was in Southall. My
first school and my first job were all in
the London Borough of Ealing. I owe
a great deal to the diverse communi-

ties that make up this beautiful and
thriving borough. I wanted to honour
that by taking Southall in my title.”
The Baroness Gill CBE’s connection
to the borough spans her lifetime. She
attended Alec Reed Academy in
Northolt, held her first Saturday job at
Northolt Library, and began her pro-
fessional career working in Housing
Action Areas at the London Borough
of Ealing. She later bought her first
home in Hanwell and continues to
reside in the borough today.

Gurinder Singh Josan CBE MP, Vice
Chair of Sikhs for Labour, said: “It is
important to see a Sikh woman who so
clearly embodies the success story of
migrant communities in Southall,
communities that have long con-
tributed to the area’s social fabric and
thriving economy, receive recognition
at the highest levels of British society.
Neena’s appointment is richly
deserved and deeply inspiring.”

Sikhs for Labour congratulates The
Baroness Gill CBE on this historic
achievement and looks forward to
supporting her continued contribution
to public life from the House of Lords.
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Why Caste Discrimination Complaints Are Rising in Indian Universities

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Over the past five years,
complaints of caste-
based discrimination in
Indian universities and
colleges have jumped by
118%. This shocking
number tells us that Dalit
students—those from
historically oppressed
castes—are facing seri-
ous problems in places
that should be safe

spaces for leaming.
Why Are Complaints
Going Up?

There are two main rea-
sons why we’re seeing
more complaints:

1. More Awareness, Not
Less Discrimination
Some analysts are saying
that the rise in com-
plaints doesn’t necessari-
ly mean discrimination is
getting worse. It might
mean that Dalit students
are finally speaking up.
Analysts argue that for
generations, these stu-
dents suffered in silence
because they were afraid,
ashamed, or didn’t know
where to complain.
Today, more students
understand their rights
and are brave enough to
report what happens to
them.

Social media and student
activism have helped.
When students see oth-
ers speaking out, they
feel less alone. They real-
ize that what happened

to them wasn’t their fault
and deserves to be
reported.

2. Actual Increase in

Discrimination
Analysts may have a
point but 1 believe dis-
crimination may actually
be getting worse. As
more Dalit students enter
higher education through
reservation  policies,
some upper-caste stu-
dents and teachers resist
this change. They hold
onto old prejudices and
treat Dalit students
unfairly—marking them
lower, excluding them
from study groups, mak-
ing hurtful comments, or
even outright harass-
ment.

The tragic death of
Rohith Vemula, a Dalit
PhD student who died
by suicide in 2016 after
facing discrimination,
showed the world how
bad things can get. His
case 1s not isolated.
Why Authorities Are
Failing to Protect Dalits
Despite laws and poli-
cies against caste dis-
crimination, authorities

are failing Dalit students
in several ways:

(1) No Real
Independence

Most universities have
commiittees that are sup-
posed to handle discrim-
ination complaints. But
here’s the problem: these
committees are usually
run by people appointed
by the same university
administration. How can
you expect fair justice
when the people investi-
gating are loyal to the
people being accused?
It’s like asking someone

Special

to judge their own boss.
Committees members
who listen and judge
complaints are from
privileged background.
) Complaints
Disappear Into Black
Hole

When Dalit students file
complaints, many report
that nothing happens.
Their complaints get lost
n paperwork.
Investigations drag on
for months or years.
Witnesses get pressured
to stay quiet. Eventually,
the student either gives
up or graduates, and the
complaint dies.

The government claims
that large percentage of
complaints get resolved,
but many students and
experts say this number
is misleading. Often,
complaints
“resolved” by pressuring

arc
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the victim to withdraw or
by calling the matter
“settled” without any
real action.

(3). Fear of Speaking Up
Many students don’t file
complaints ~ because
they’re afraid of what
will happen next. They
fear:

(D) Being failed in exams

by the same teachers
they complained about
(IT) Losing their scholar-
ships or hostel accom-
modation

(Il Being labeled as
troublemakers

(IV) Facing more harass-
ment as revenge

This fear is real and often
justified based on what
has happened to other
students who spoke up.
4) No Real
Consequences

Even when discrimina-
tion is proven, the people
responsible rarely face
serious punishment. A
professor might get a
warning letter. An
administrator might be
“spoken to” privately.
But they keep their jobs,
their power, and their
ability to harm more stu-
dents.

When there are no real
consequences, discrimi-
nation continues. Why
would someone stop dis-
criminating if they know
they’ll get away with it?
(5) The System Protects
Itself

Universities care about
their reputation.
Admitting that caste dis-
crimination happens on
their campus makes
them look bad. So
instead of fixing the
problem, many institu-
tions try to hide it. They
discourage complaints,
settle matters quietly, or
deny that caste discrimi-
nation exists at all.
Senior administrators
often come from privi-

leged backgrounds
themselves. They may
not understand—or may
not want to under-
stand—what Dalit stu-
dents face. Some gen-
uinely don’t believe
caste discrimination is a
serious problem any-
more.

(6) Lack of Training and
Awareness

Many teachers and
administrators ~ have
never received proper
training about caste dis-
crimination. They don’t
recognize it when they
see it. They might think
they’re being fair when
they’re actually being
biased. Some hold deep-
seated prejudices they’ve
never examined.
Without education and
training,
meaning officials can’t
protect students effec-
tively.

What This Means

The rising number of
complaints is a crisis that
demands urgent atten-
tion. It tells us that India’s
universities, which
should be places of
equality and learing, are
instead becoming battle-
grounds where students
fight just to be treated
with basic dignity.

Until authorities start tak-
ing caste discrimination
seriously—with  inde-
pendent  committees,
swift action, real punish-
ments, and genuine insti-
tutional change—Dalit
students will continue to

even well-
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suffer. The problem isn’t
alack of policies or rules.
India has plenty of those.
The problem is a lack of
will to actually enforce
them and hold people
accountable.

Real change requires
courage: the courage to
admit the problem exists,
to investigate fairly even
when it’s uncomfortable,
and to punish powerful
people when they dis-
criminate. Until that hap-
pens, the complaints will
keep rising, and more
students will continue to
face injustice n places
meant to educate and
empower them.
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The Hindutva—Corporate Nexus and
the Restructuring of Indian Politics

(Asian independent) This
paper examines the emer-
gence and consolidation of
the Hindutva—corporate
nexus in contemporary
India and its implications
for democratic politics,
governance, and political
economy. It argues that the
alliance between majori-
tarian cultural nationalism
and concentrated corporate
capital (Global Finance
Capital) has produced a
new political configuration
marked by policy capture,
erosion of democratic
mstitutions, and the dis-
placement of class-based
politics by identity-based
mobilization. Drawing on
political economy and
democratic theory, the
paper situates this nexus
within global trends of
authoritarian neoliberalism
while highlighting its dis-
tinct caste—religious civi-
lizational framing in the
Indian context.
Introduction

Over the past decade,
Indian politics has under-
gone a significant transfor-
mation characterized by
the  convergence  of
Hindutva ideology and
large corporate capital.
While the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and its affiliat-
ed organizations have
mobilized society through
cultural nationalism and
religious majoritarianism,
major corporate actors
have benefited from a
political environment
marked by deregulation,
privatization, and preferen-
tial state support. This
paper conceptualizes this
convergence as a
Hindutva—corporate nexus
and examines its impact on
India’s democratic institu-
tions, governance struc-
tures, and socio-economic
relations.

The central argument
advanced here is that
Hindutva functions as an
ideological instrument to
manage the social contra-
dictions produced by
neoliberal capitalism,
while corporate capital
provides the material and
financial base for the con-
solidation of majoritarian
political power.
Conceptualizing the
Hindutva—Corporate
Nexus

The Hindutva—corporate
nexus should be under-
stood as a structural
alliance rather than a con-
tingent political arrange-
ment. Its foundations lie in
India’s post-1991 neoliber-
al transition, which weak-
ened redistributive politics
and increased economic
inequality. As scholars of
authoritarian neoliberalism
have noted, market-orient-
ed reforms often require
non-economic forms of
consent generation, includ-
ing nationalism, cultural
identity, and internal ene-
mies.

In the Indian case,
Hindutva provides: A civi-
lizational narrative that
legitimizes hierarchy and
obedience and a mecha-
nism to depoliticize eco-
nomic distress through cul-
tural polarization.
Corporate capital, in turn,
gains: Policy stability and
predictability, access to
state resources and regula-
tory forbearance and polit-
ical insulation from popu-
lar accountability.
Electoral Politics
Political Finance

A crucial dimension of this
nexus is the transformation
of  electoral  politics
through corporate financ-
ing. The introduction of
opaque political funding

and
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mechanisms has dramati-
cally altered the balance of
electoral competition.
Corporate donations
increasingly flow to the
ruling party, enabling
unprecedented campaign
expenditure, media domi-
nance, and organizational
expansion.

This has two major conse-
quences: Asymmetry in
political competition, mar-
ginalizing opposition par-
ties and weakening of
democratic accountability
as policy decisions become
insulated from public
scrutiny.

Elections remain formally
competitive but are sub-
stantively shaped by capi-
tal-intensive mobilization
and media saturation.
Media, Discourse, and
Manufacturing Consent
Corporate ownership and
influence over mainstream
media have played a cen-
tral role in normalizing the
Hindutva—corporate
alliance. News coverage
increasingly  prioritizes:
National security and cul-
tural identity, spectacular-
ized leadership and dele-
gitimization of dissent.
Investigative journalism
on corporate practices,
inequality, and policy cap-
ture has sharply declined.
This transformation
reflects a shift from media
as a democratic institution
to media as a consent-man-
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ufacturing apparatus,
aligning economic power
with ideological hegemo-
ny.

Governance, Policy
Capture, and the Corporate
State

The impact of the
Hindutva—corporate nexus
is most visible in gover-
nance and policy-making.
Key trends include: Large-
scale privatization of pub-
lic infrastructure and natu-
ral resources, dilution of
labour protections and
environmental regulations
and tax concessions, loan
restructuring, and selective

SR Darapuri,
National President,
All India Peoples
Front

regulatory enforcement for
large corporations.

Simultaneously, the state’s
welfare role is redefined.
Social provisioning
increasingly takes the form
of targeted transfers
framed as benevolence
rather than enforceable
rights. This produces a

model that combines mini-
mal welfare with maximal
market freedom, sustained
politically through cultural
nationalism.

Displacement of Class

Politics
Majoritarianism
One of the most significant
political consequences of
this nexus is the displace-
ment of class-based politi-
cal discourse. Structural
issues such as unemploy-
ment, agrarian distress, and
informalization of labour
are reframed through com-
munal and cultural narra-
tives. Social conflict is
redirected away from capi-
tal-labour relations toward
religious and cultural
antagonisms.

This process undermines
the possibility of broad-
based redistributive coali-
tions and fragments subal-
tern solidarities along reli-
gious and caste lines, even
as economic inequality

through

deepens.
Democratic Institutions
and Authoritarian Drift

The Hindutva—corporate
nexus has contributed to a
gradual erosion of demo-
cratic institutions.
Parliament,  regulatory
bodies, universities, and
civil society organizations
face increasing centraliza-
tion and executive control.
Dissenting voices—partic-
ularly those challenging
corporate  projects or
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majoritarian policies—are
frequently criminalized or
delegitimized.

Rather than a breakdown
of democracy, this repre-
sents a managed democra-
cy in which formal institu-
tions persist but their
autonomy and deliberative
capacity are significantly
reduced.

Comparative and Global
Context

Globally, India’s trajectory
aligns with broader pat-
terns of authoritarian
neoliberalism observed in
countries such as Turkey,
Brazil, and Hungary.
However, India’s experi-
ence is distinctive due to
the centrality of caste and
religion in structuring
political identity. Hindutva
embeds neoliberal gover-
nance within a civilization-
al framework that natural-
izes hierarchy and exclu-
sion, giving the nexus
deeper social roots.

Conclusion

The Hindutva—corporate
nexus marks a fundamen-
tal reconfiguration of
Indian politics. By com-
bining majoritarian ideolo-
gy with concentrated eco-
nomic power (Global
Finance  Capital), it
reshapes democratic insti-
tutions, weakens redistrib-
utive politics, and narrows
the scope of citizenship.
The long-term conse-
quence is a political order
in  which  economic
inequality and social
exclusion coexist with
electoral legitimacy and
nationalist consent.
Understanding this nexus
is essential for any serious
engagement with the
future of democracy, social
justice, and constitutional-
ism in India.
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Caste Based Discrimination a
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(Asian independ-
ent) 7 I think the
problem 1is that
many people in
America think that
racism 1s an atti-
tude. And this is
encouragd by cap-
italist system. So,
they think that
what people think
is what makes
them a racist.
Actually, racism is
not an attitude. If a
white man wants
to lynch me, that is
his problem. But if
he has the power
to lynch me, that is
problem.
Racism 1s not a
question of atti-
tude; it 1s a ques-

my

tion of power.
Racism gets
power from capi-

talism. Thus, i1f

1ts

you are anti-racist,
whether you know
it or not, you must
be anti-capitalist.
The power for
racism, the power
for sexism, comes
from capitalism,
not an attitude.
You cannot be
racist without
power. You cannot
be sexiest without
power. Even men
who beat their
wives get this
power from socie-
ty which allows it
or condones it,
encourages it. One
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cannot be against
racism, one cannot
be against sexism,

unless one 1S
against  capital-
ism.”

— Stokely
Carmaichael

The role of power
in racism is equal-
ly relevant in the
case of caste dis-

crimination and
persecution of
Untouchables

(Dalits) in India. It
1s a fact that Dalits
are a deprived lot.
The Savaranas
(higher  castes)
have all types of
power social, eco-
nomic, administra-
tive, and political

|

concentrated in
their hands. The
total dependence
of Dalits on higher
castes makes them
vulnerable. Hence

SR Darapuri,
National President,
All India Peoples
Front

caste discrimina-
tion and suppres-
sion of Dalits can
be checked only
by change in the

power  equation

Dalits
and higher castes.
The simplest solu-
tion of change of
attitude cannot put
an end to caste dis-
crimination. Dalits

between

themselves must
strive hard to get
empowered to end
caste discrimina-
tion. Dr.
Ambedkar also
had realized that
the problems of
Dalits are less of
social but more of
political. That is
why he exhorted
the Dalits to win
political power. It
is high time that
we make all out
efforts to empower
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nd Power Equation

Dalits
economically, and
politically. It 1is
only the change in
material  condi-
tions of Dalits
which can lead to
their escape from
caste discrimina-
tion and oppres-
sion. Dalits them-
selves must strug-
gle hard to get
their due share in
all types of power
and resources. We
must keep in mind
that caste discrimi-
nation is not a
matter of attitude.
Rather it is a ques-
tion of change of

socially,

power equation in
society.
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Guardians of Dignity: Dr. Ambedkar,
Human Rights, and the Madras High Court

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK

—Gauthama Prabhu Nagappan
“Fraternity — Assuring the digni-
ty of the individual, and the unity
and integrity of the nation;...”
Human Rights Day
Commemorative Speech, 10th
December 2025
Venue: Bar Council Auditorium,
Madras High Court, Chennai
In presence of Justice N. Anand
Venkatesh, Madras High Court;
Mr. P. S. Amalraj, Chairman Bar

Council of Tamil Nadu &
Pondicherry;
Mr. R. Krishna Kumar,

Secretary Madras High Court
Advocates Association;

Dr. Jagan Goud, World Human
Rights Protection Commission;
Mr. M. Dhamodharan, President
Universal Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Advocates Association

Human Rights Day, observed annu-
ally on 10 December, commemo-
rates the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by
the United Nations General
Assembly in 1948. The Declaration
affirms that all human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and
rights. In India, however, human
rights did not enter our legal imag-
ination merely through internation-
al

covenants. They emerged through
long, arduous struggles against
caste hierarchy, social exclusion,
and institutionalized humiliation.
Nowhere is this truth more visible
than in the constitutional vision of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and in the
jurisprudence of the Madras High
Court, which has historically func-
tioned not merely as a court of law,
but as a court of social conscience.
For Dr. Ambedkar, human rights
were not abstract moral claims;
they were enforceable legal entitle-
ments grounded in dignity, equali-
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ty, and self-respect. His constitu-
tional thought resonates deeply
with the Madras High Court’s long
engagement with questions of
caste, gender, temple
devadasi abolition, self-respect,
and social reform. Human Rights
Day therefore invites us not only to
remember international declara-
tions, but also to reflect upon how
constitutional courts have translat-
ed dignity into lived reality.
Satyagraha or Duragraha?
Ambedkar, Gandhi, and the
Jurisprudence of Protest

The debate between Mahatma
Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on
satyagraha is not merely a histori-
cal disagreement; it raises founda-
tional questions of constitutional

entry,

protest, civil disobedience, and
rights-assertion, questions that
continue to confront courts even
today. Gandhi’s criticism of
Ambedkar’s struggles, particularly
the Mahad Tank Satyagraha of
1927, as ‘duragraha’ reflected a
moral framework rooted in persua-
sion and the reform of the oppres-
sor’s Duragraha
involves dogmatic adherence to

conscience.

one’s own view, viewing the oppo-
nent as inherently wrong, often
leading to coercion, fanaticism,
and a focus on

defeating the adversary rather than
convincing them, even if appearing
non-violent. Gandhi believed
social change must flow from inner
moral transformation rather than

legal compulsion.

Dr. Ambedkar decisively rejected
this position. For him, denial of
access to water, roads, temples, and
public spaces was not a moral issue
but a denial of human rights. To
insist on dignity was not obstinacy;
it was justice. This distinction is
crucial for constitutional jurispru-
dence. Courts do not adjudicate
moral patience; they adjudicate
rights. As Ambedkar famously
observed, ‘“Political tyranny is
nothing compared to social tyran-
ny.”

The Madras High Court has repeat-
edly echoed this logic. From tem-
ple entry cases to abolition of
degrading customs and judgments
affirming self-respect marriages,
the Court has recognized that wait-
ing for social conscience to evolve
is often a euphemism for perpetuat-
ing injustice. this
Ambedkar’s so-called duragraha
anticipates modern constitutional
doctrine: rights are not postponed
until society becomes kind; they
are asserted precisely because soci-
ety is unjust.

Poona Pact, Representation, and
the Birth of Rights-Based Politics
The Gandhi—-Ambedkar conflict
culminating in the Poona Pact of
1932 represents a decisive moment
in the emergence of modern Indian
human rights activism. The crisis
arose when the British colonial
government, following the recom-

In sense,

mendations of the Communal
Award, proposed separate elec-
torates for the so-called

“Depressed Classes,” a provision
that Ambedkar vigorously support-
ed. He argued that the historical
marginalization of these communi-
ties had left them politically voice-
less and socially invisible, and that
without institutional mechanisms
to guarantee representation, they
continew page 27
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would remain trapped in cycles of exclusion
and oppression. Ambedkar’s insistence on
separate electorates was not merely a political
strategy; it was a profound assertion that rep-
resentation is integral to human dignity. In
other words, the right to participate in gover-
nance was inseparable from the broader proj-
ect of social emancipation. Without such
political power, civil liberties and social
reforms would remain largely symbolic, as
the dominant social groups could easily co-
opt or dilute any legal guarantees.

Gandhi’s opposition, rooted in his fear that
separate electorates would fracture Hindu
society, led to his fast unto death in Yerwada
Jail, a move that created immense moral and
political pressure. The resulting Poona Pact,
which replaced separate electorates with
reserved seats for Scheduled Castes within the
general Hindu electorate, was a compromise
that simultaneously limited Ambedkar’s orig-
inal demand and introduced a constitutional
recognition of affirmative representation. This
agreement, while often interpreted as a politi-
cal settlement, also laid the foundation for a
rights-based understanding of social justice in
India. It marked a shift from viewing margin-
alized communities as objects of moral con-
cern or benevolent reform to recognizing
them as bearers of enforceable political and
social rights.

The broader significance of this moment
extends far beyond the immediate political
context of the 1930s. It inaugurated a para-
digm where citizenship, equality, and access
to political institutions became interconnect-
ed. Dr. Ambedkar’s insight that meaningful
rights cannot exist without corresponding
political representation now forms a corner-
stone of Indian constitutionalism. This princi-
ple has been repeatedly reinforced through
judicial interpretation, particularly in the
decisions of the Madras High Court, which
over decades has emphasized the centrality of
voice and representation in ensuring substan-
tive equality. Whether in matters of educa-
tional access, employment reservations,

or the participation of marginalized communi-
ties in public life, the Court has consistently
reflected an Ambedkarite understanding: that
majoritarian democracy, untampered by pro-
tections for minorities and marginalized
groups, risks degenerating into domination
rather than delivering justice.

The Poona Pact debate represents a crucial
juncture in India’s transition from moral
nationalism to constitutional human rights
consciousness. It highlighted that political
power is not merely an instrument of gover-
nance but a necessary condition for the real-
ization of social, economic, and civil rights. It
reframed the discourse on minority and mar-
ginalized group empowerment from charita-
ble welfare to institutional entitlements, lay-
ing the intellectual and practical groundwork
for India’s system of reservations, affirmative
action, and broader constitutional guarantees.
By articulating the link between representa-
tion and

rights, the Pact and its underlying debates her-
alded a new era in which the Indian state
could be envisioned not only as a political
authority but as a guarantor of justice for its
most vulnerable citizens.
Constituent Assembly Debates
Judicial Duty to Protect Dignity
The Constituent Assembly debates were, in
essence, sustained deliberations on human
rights. Dr. Ambedkar insisted that fundamen-
tal rights must be justiciable, binding not only
the legislature but every authority, including
the State itself. The abolition of untouchabili-
ty under Article 17 represents one of the most
radical constitutional interventions anywhere
in the world. It transformed dignity from a
moral aspiration into a constitutional com-
mand.

and the

Special

Guardians of Dignity...

The Madras High Court has given concrete
meaning to this command. In cases addressing
caste discrimination, bonded labour, manual
scavenging, and honour-based violence, the
Court has consistently treated dignity as non-
negotiable. In Venkatesan v. The District
Collector & Ors., the Court held that denying
entry to a temple on the ground of caste vio-
lates constitutional dignity and is antithetical
to the rule of law. The Court observed that
“caste and community are creations of human
beings, and god is always considered to be
neutral,” noting that preventing Scheduled
Caste persons from entering a temple consti-
tuted an affront to dignity. This judgment
applied principles of Articles 14 and 25, as
well as the Tamil Nadu Temple Entry
Authorisation Act, 1947, which guarantees
temple entry irrespective of caste.

In caste-related honour killings, such as the
Kannagi—-Murugesan case, involving the mur-
der of a Dalit man and his inter-caste spouse,
the Madras High Court upheld life imprison-
ment for several accused and maintained
robust accountability for caste violence.
Cases like these illustrate that the judiciary
recognizes caste-based violence as an affront
to dignity and liberty, which are core constitu-
tional values that the High Court rigorously
protects. The Court’s treatment of self-respect
marriages, a reformist practice rooted in
Tamil social justice movements starting from
the late 19th century, reflects the tension
between traditional norms and individual
autonomy. While earlier rulings adopted a
narrow approach regarding procedural for-
malities, the Supreme Court later affirmed
that such marriages are valid under Section
7A of the Hindu Marriage Act. This jurispru-
dential dialogue underscores that individual
liberty and autonomy in personal matters are
essential to human dignity, a principle deeply
aligned with constitutional morality and
Ambedkar’s vision.

As Dr. Ambedkar warned the Constituent
Assembly: “In politics we will have equality,
but in social and economic life we will have
inequality.” Human rights jurisprudence
exists precisely to confront this contradiction.
Fraternity, Self-Respect, and the South Indian
Constitutional Ethos

One cannot speak of Madras High Court
jurisprudence without acknowledging the
Tamil Buddhist movement of the late 19th
century which later on was inherited partially
by the Dravidian and Self-Respect traditions
that shaped South Indian social reform. In the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, India wit-
nessed a resurgence of social reform move-
ments aimed at challenging caste hierarchies
and promoting equality. Among the pioneers
of this movement in Tamil Nadu was Iyothee
Thass (1845-1914), a visionary leader, social
reformer, and intellectual who tirelessly
worked for the upliftment of Dalits and other
marginalized communities. His contributions
to fraternity and social justice were ground
breaking, laying the foundation for future
Dalit movements in South India. The Court
has historically recognized that fraternity is
not sentiment but a constitutional necessity.
Ambedkar’s insight that liberty and equality
cannot survive without fraternity finds
expression in judicial recognition of self-
respect marriages, women’s autonomy, and
inter-caste unions. These judgments reflect a
constitutional morality that prioritizes dignity
over custom. The Madras High Court’s
approach demonstrates that constitutional
morality is not culturally alien to India; it is
deeply rooted in indigenous struggles against
hierarchy and humiliation.

Personal Law Reform, Hindu Code Bill, and
Constitutional Morality

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Hindu Code Bill repre-
sented a ground breaking effort to reform per-
sonal law in India, seeking to bring age-old
customs and traditions into alignment with the
principles enshrined in the Constitution. At its
core, the Bill aimed to codify and modernize
Hindu personal laws relating to marriage,
inheritance, adoption, and succession, ensur-
ing that they reflected the constitutional com-
mitment to equality, justice, and human digni-

ty.

Dr. Ambedkar recognized that personal laws,
which governed the private spheres of indi-
viduals’ lives, were often deeply discrimina-
tory, particularly against women, and perpetu-
ated social hierarchies that ran contrary to the
egalitarian vision of the Indian Constitution.
The Hindu Code Bill sought to address these
inequalities by granting women equal rights
to property, marriage, and divorce, thereby
dismantling systemic disadvantages
entrenched over centuries.

Dr. Ambedkar’s unwavering commitment to
the principles of justice and human rights is
evident in his reaction to the political com-
promises that diluted the Bill. Faced with sig-
nificant opposition from conservative quar-
ters, both within and outside the legislature,
he chose to resign from his ministerial posi-
tion rather than allow the dilution of a meas-
ure he considered essential to the protection
of human dignity and equality. His resignation
stands as a profound reminder that constitu-
tional principles and human rights must not be
sacrificed for political expediency. It under-
scores the tension that often exists between
transformative legal reform and entrenched
social norms, a tension that continues to shape
debates over personal law and social justice in
India.

Over the decades, judicial developments have
reflected a gradual realization of Ambedkar’s
vision. Courts across India have interpreted
personal laws in a manner that increasingly
prioritizes constitutional values over rigid
adherence to traditional practices. In particu-
lar, the Madras High Court has been at the
forefront of this interpretative movement,
consistently applying Articles 14, 15, and 21
of the Constitution to ensure equality, non-
discrimination, and the protection of life and
personal liberty. Through judgments on inher-
itance rights, marital disputes, and gender
equality, the Court has reinforced the princi-
ple that personal law cannot operate in isola-
tion from constitutional mandates.

The Supreme Court of India has further artic-
ulated the doctrine of constitutional morality,
emphasizing that the values of the
Constitution must guide law and governance,
even where they conflict with prevailing
social morality. This principle finds practical
resonance in judicial interventions concerning
women’s rights, dignity, and autonomy, where
courts have struck down practices that violate
fundamental rights despite being socially or
traditionally accepted. Constitutional morali-
ty, in this sense, serves as a safeguard against
majoritarian or patriarchal norms that under-
mine equality, reinforcing Ambedkar’s vision
of a just and egalitarian society.

Human Rights as Constitutional
Responsibility

Human Rights Day is not merely a ceremoni-
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al or commemorative occasion; it is funda-
mentally adjudicatory in character. While the
day serves to remind society of the lofty
ideals enshrined in international human rights
declarations and national constitutions, its
deeper significance lies in the recognition that
rights do not sustain themselves by mere
proclamation. Rights endure and acquire prac-
tical force only when they are actively pro-
tected, interpreted, and enforced by courts and
other institutions of justice. This perspective
shifts the emphasis from symbolic recognition
to concrete judicial action, underscoring that
the protection of human rights is a continual
process requiring vigilance, interpretation,
and enforcement. Courts are not passive
bystanders; they are the engines through
which the promises of rights are converted
into lived realities. Without adjudication, dec-
larations of rights remain aspirational words
on paper, devoid of practical effect in the lives
of marginalized and vulnerable populations.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the chief architect of
modern Indian constitutionalism, consistently
reminded us that democracy is incomplete and
unsafe unless equality permeates social life.
Legal equality alone is insufficient; unless
structural inequalities in society are
addressed, constitutional guarantees risk
becoming hollow abstractions. Dr. Ambedkar
insisted that the protection of human dignity
is the cornerstone of any meaningful democ-
racy. This vision is particularly pertinent in
societies marked by entrenched social hierar-
chies, caste discrimination, gender inequities,
and economic disparities. In this context, con-
stitutional

courts acquire a pivotal role as guardians of
dignity, fairness, and justice. The jurispru-
dence of the Madras High Court provides a
vivid illustration of how courts can actively
intervene to protect the marginalized, to rein-
force the principle that dignity is non-nego-
tiable, and to ensure that the promises of
equality are more than mere rhetoric.

For the judiciary, legal practitioners, and
all those committed to constitutional val-
ues, Dr. Ambedkar’s lessons remain pro-
foundly instructive. First, human dignity is
not a matter of moral goodwill or abstract
sentiment; it is a legal obligation that must
be upheld and defended by institutions
empowered to enforce it. Second, equality
is not a subject for negotiation, compro-
mise, or expedient concessions; it is a fun-
damental principle that defines the legiti-
macy of democratic governance. Third,
delays in the realization of rights often
amount to the denial of rights themselves;
justice postponed can become justice
denied, particularly for those who live at
the margins of society. These lessons are
not theoretical abstractions but they are
practical imperatives that must guide judi-
cial reasoning, legislative action, and civil
society advocacy.

On this Human Rights Day, the call is not
merely to remember Dr. Ambedkar as a his-
torical figure, but to embody his vision in
practice. Human rights must be defended
through judicial courage, the consistent
application of constitutional morality, and
an unwavering commitment to the inherent
dignity of every human being. Practicing
Ambedkarite constitutionalism means chal-
lenging discrimination wherever it exists,
refusing to accept formal equality as suffi-
cient, and ensuring that the law actively
protects those most vulnerable. In doing so,
we transform Human Rights Day from a
symbolic commemoration into a living,
ongoing commitment to justice, equality,
and dignity; a commitment that gives
meaning to both rights and democracy.
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Seven-Day NSS Camp inaugurated
at Rayat College of Law.

Nawanshahr 24 January
(Jatinderpal Singh kaler )

A seven dy NSS camp inau-
gurated at Rayat College of
Law

Railmajra, with the central
theme “Viksit Bharat and
Drug-Free Society.” The
inaugural day witnessed
enthusiastic  participation
from NSS volunteers, faculty
members, and dignitaries,
marking a strong beginning
to the week-long programme
dedicated to nation-building
and social awareness.

The programme com-
menced with the traditional
lamp lighting, symbolizing
the illumination of knowl-
edge, service, and social
responsibility. The digni-
taries were warmly wel-
comed, setting a solemn and
inspiring tone for the camp.
Principal Dr. Monika Sharma
delivered the welcome
address, emphasizing the
pivotal role of youth in realiz-
ing the vision of a Viksit
Bharat through discipline,
service, and ethical conduct.
The inaugural session was
further enriched by the
address of the Chief Guest,
Prof. Satpal Singh, who
elaborated on the signifi-
cance of NSS in shaping
socially conscious citizens.
He underlined that a devel-
oped India cannot be
achieved without eradicating

social evils like drug
addiction and called upon
students to spread aware-
ness and lead by example
in their communities.

Dr Sohnu Saini coordina-
tor presented an overview
of the previous year’s
NSS activities , showcas-
ing the unit’s contributions
in areas such as commu-
nity service, environmen-
tal protection, and social
outreach.A poster making
competition on ‘ Say no to
drugs ‘was also conduct-
ed.

Dr. Sohnu, who expressed
gratitude to the digni-
taries, faculty members,
volunteers, and organiz-
ers. a Tree Plantation
Drive was organized with-
in the campus premises to

make campus environ-
ment green , NSS volun-
teers actively participated
in an anti-drug awareness
rally, carrying placards
and raising slogans pro-
moting the message “Say
No to Drugs.” The rally
aimed to sensitize the
public about the harmful
effects of drug abuse and
the importance of leading
a healthy, addiction-free
life.

Additionally, a donation
drive under “Project Sakhi
2.0” was organized,

encouraging students and
staff to contribute essen-
tial items for social wel-
fare. The initiative reflect-
ed the spirit of empathy
and collective responsibil-
ity promoted by the NSS.
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