Sunday Samaj Weekly

e

Sho1o- 9 vors - ovs e spedyaon (§) sarmajwookly

Punjabi,

5 J

3@Fr3%|3'e°rﬂw1%—a’°r

Hindi & English Newspaper— Uk&Eu Edition

 *
£ T

g eIRsT ¥ fe3 g5 &g fanme BE
3 fors qu g fenr I AR

a6 fegs € »rgr & IE
TH ©F ans feAstH
Jf&CHEdt a9z F9uA
(orEmraHA) § By fest
fegs & T
nizdages fHaets gfee
& & FIaeH Ifos T gao

7 99 U6 fa o fan 39 o7
& ST ST 3T feas
feat fimfest &t 93 a9

A

BT &% It TS| 72 I w3 2,300 T T Jat
fegs feg ffcgde Aol 3

fe st gt I fARE

96 YTIHST T HIBIE

J aawaaé’rmzrfwrrr x5 T Has fesr I

I niHdtar-nmufas fo€7 fegs T wicddl A6d®
SHHT »igHT o3 yearst HIHe Hedier nae 3
fe'g Has =fontt & fasst fas=dt fest I fa fegu

farn & fonast § '99 =
THHE" Hfenm  A=ar|
fegs ¥ AJadt IHieds
famr I fx Sarardnt &
HEE Js et & & A3

¥ €4 ¥ HJIHS &I
Y|




2  11/01/2026

GiE afemmuhﬂmmmﬁ%aﬁ =l CHANGE OF NAME

HEEt| EOEtHTEI N, @ Hdt UfdesT grdefi| 15 Aa<dl § JI&
nATdls Gt & faor I fx fomg Wmﬁ'ﬁmwgm
ufaﬁnmsrfsafeﬁm

f‘t’?)' g 7 forTg umhe TTH
I SESCAGE: Eﬁr ygTs H5d| HEaT"H
'FE'H' e dA<'d |ee UE’ gTHYT HHﬁ
HHHYHWWHW%@@H‘T
z?ra fAnsgrasT fanrs € II TS
ES @?)'T 83 wu mY un II5
o 8H szfwrw fzfzr Ffde Uzr 1%(
Tos feg wigst fogrg = fegg
9 Idnit g5, 88 & EfET 3T
fa wrfen »igst fem § st
grdenft fa@fa It <t wrtr“r?sa'f’r
a4 grger Al Baf fEU %’“r o
wfsw fa I3 1%? A wmswsa

& yus H3dt gaat faBfx ¥ Hadge9 § fex
0 T Beus UfsAss = 7534 fegs 3
@mﬁﬁ@ﬁm%’w | Heus Iafent G<H
& 9999 = wgqr fder I 3 faor fa ufarz™
8at &t feust €3 mITS 1 ¥ Afeus © B¢
SIS 73T Ut () B 393 © Afeus A9
34t Yy fest, f?m?s— :, QTE?ETFGW%%&*%
faor fx nuE ‘qg- gItgd T T9AT fea
fiHegs  fos It J1 Bt fagr fa 3
Jegg® € HAT HEd miOr 89 fom fos & vz
A9 UF &9 39 6 faBfx e fifer &7 Jfos,

uem fggr & w3 fdg ga37
Har =T

www.samajweekly.com

|, SURAJ S/O Mr Lakhvir Singh whose
permanent address in India is 165 Shiv
Nagar near Sodal Road, Jalandhar, Punjab,
India and is now living at 12 Cook Street,
Wednesbury, WS10 9RR UK | declare that |
change my name to SURAJ WARAICH
subject to the approval of The High
Commission of India, London.
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

L, T . enEmAwS. A

Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Miount el Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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SARBANSDANI GURU GOBIND SINGH GURURB CELEBRATIONS

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Leicester- Turban tying
competition for girls and
boys aged 7-18 years is
being organised at guru
Nanak Gurdwara, 9 Holy
Bones. Leicester, LE1 4LJ
on Sunday 11 January
2026 from 11.00 am to
12.30 pm and a Colouring

Competition for those

under 7 years of age. From

1-3 pm a Kavi Darbar is
being organised in the
main prayer of the
Gurdwara. Prominent
members of the local Sikh
and Punjabi community
will speak about the life
and teachings of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji. Letters
India

University

from a
Vice
Chancellor and an Editor

from
Pro

of Punjabi/English news-
paper will be read to the
congregation.

The turban known as the
Dastar, is an essential and
respected part of Sikh
identity. for Sikhs, the tur-
ban is not simply a piece of

clothing — it is a symbol of

g
."-:"-_
)

honour, equality, responsi-
bility, and commitment to
justice. The tradition of
wearing the turban was
firmly established by Guru
Gobind Singh in 1699
when the Khalsa was cre-
ated. at a time when tur-

bans were only worn by
royalty and the elite, Sikhs
were instructed to wear the
turban to show that all

humans are equal and
deserving of dignity and
respect.

Entries are welcome 7-10
years, 11-14 years, 15-18
years for which proof of
age must be provided.
Colouring Competition is
children
under seven years old.

organised for

Winner, Runners-Up, 3rd
Prize trophy will be given
for each age group for boys
and girls. Each participant
will be given a medallion
or a trophy. Special tro-
phies will be given to those
who wear Dumala style
turban.

The turban reminds Sikhs
to live with dignity and
moral discipline. It rejects

Special

caste, class, and status — all
Sikhs stand equal. wearing
the turban means standing
up for the truth, protecting
the volunrable, and acting
with integrity. The turban
protects and honours the
uncut hair {Kesh} one of
the five articles of faith
given to Sikhs. It is a visi-
ble decleration of faith,
encouraging Sikhs to live
honestly and truthfully.

Stage secretary and media
representative of Punjabi

Listeners Club Jaspal

singh Kang pointed out
that we are delighted that
prominent members of the
local Sikh and Punjabi
community and Poets and
Authors from East and
West Midlands are taking
part in the Kavi Darbar
which will start with
Shabad Kirtan by Singhni
Mansukhpreet
Khalsa.

Turban tying is a skill
passed from generation to

Kaur

generation, teaching

patience, discipline and

I"'.I‘t |

AN | .
pride in Sikh heritage. by
learning to tie a turban,

children connect with their
faith, history and values,
and develop confidence in
who they are. The turban
Tying competition cele-
brates identity, culture, and
values, encouraging young
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Sikhs to wear their turban
with pride, responsibility
and humility.

One of the organisers of
the celebrations, Tarlochan
Singh Virk Co-Ordinator
of Punjabi Listeners Club
said that we are grateful to
Guru Nanak Gurdwara
Management Committee
for all their assistance and
are looking forward to
Turban Tying Competition

and those taking part in the
Kavi Darbar in honour of
Sarbansdani- which means
one who sacrificed his
mother, father and four
sons for the Sikh religion,
Guru Gobind Singh Ji
Gurpurb.
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Why Trump Keeps Taking Shots at Modi: A Simple Explanation

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
How It All Started: From

Friendship to Fallout

When Donald Trump
returned to the White House
in January 2025, things
looked good between him
and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. They had
built a strong personal rela-
tionship during Trump’s first
term. Modi even cam-
paigned for Trump in
Houston in 2019, and Trump
praised Modi as someone
“the whole world loves.”
Modi was one of the first for-
eign leaders to visit Trump
after his second inauguration
in February 2025. He came
bearing gifts—promising to
buy more  American
weapons, lower some Indian
tariffs, and crack down on
illegal immigration. The two
leaders smiled for the cam-
eras and talked about their
friendship.

But within months, every-
thing fell apart. By August
2025, Trump had slapped a
crushing 50% tariff on Indian
goods. By late 2025 and into
2026, Trump was making
mocking remarks about
Modi, like the recent “May |
see you please, sir” story
about Apache helicopters—a
story that appears to be exag-
gerated or false.

What Went Wrong

The relationship collapsed
because of three major inci-
dents where Modi refused to
go along with what Trump
wanted:

1. Modi Said No to Trump’s
Trade Demands

Trump wanted India to open
up its farming and dairy sec-
tors to cheap American
imports. This was a red line
for Modi. Indian farmers are
a powerful political force,
and Modi’s party had just lost
significant seats in the 2024
elections. He couldn’t afford
to anger them further.

Modi offered some conces-
sions—lowering tariffs on

motorcycles, chemicals, and
industrial goods—but he
refused to compromise on
agriculture. Trump saw this
as Modi not being willing to
make a “real deal.”

2. Modi Kept Buying
Russian Oil

This was the biggest issue.
After Russia  invaded
Ukraine, India started buying
huge amounts of discounted
Russian oil. Trump saw this
as India helping Putin fund
his war machine. He
imposed tariffs specifically to
punish India for these pur-
chases.

Modi refused to stop. From
India’s perspective, they
were getting cheap energy
for their economy and main-
taining their independence in
foreign policy. But Trump
took it personally—he felt
Modi was choosing Russia
over America.

3. The Pakistan Mediation
Fiasco

This was the breaking point.
In May 2025, India and
Pakistan had a four-day mili-
tary conflict. When it ended,
Trump immediately took
credit, claiming he had medi-
ated a ceasefire and prevent-
ed a nuclear war.

Modi was furious. India has a
long-standing policy of
refusing outside mediation
on Pakistan, especially
regarding Kashmir. When
Trump called Modi in June
2025 to discuss it, Modi flat-
ly contradicted him, saying
there was no American
mediation—the ceasefire
came from direct talks
between the two countries’
militaries.

Making matters worse,
Trump  then  invited
Pakistan’s army chief to the
White House for lunch the
very next day. Trump also
invited Modi to stop by for
dinner, but Modi suspected
Trump wanted to orchestrate
a meeting between him and
the Pakistani general. Modi
refused the dinner invitation.

Special

After that phone call, every-
thing changed. Trump started
publicly attacking India, the
tariffs went up, and the warm
words disappeared.

Why Trump Is Frustrated
Trump is used to getting his
way through personal rela-
tionships and deal-making.
He thought his friendship
with Modi would translate
into Modi doing what
America wanted. But Modi
has consistently refused to
“toe the US line” on three
critical issues:

(1) On trade:

odi won’t sacrifice Indian
farmers and industries to
please Trump

(2) On Russia:

Modi won'’t give up cheap oil
and India’s strategic autono-
my

(3) On Pakistan:

Modi won’t let Trump play
mediator and won’t accept
being “re-hyphenated” with
Pakistan as equals

The Real Issue: Modi Won’t
Play Trump’s Game

Trump likes to portray him-
self as the great dealmaker
who gets other leaders to sub-
mit. His stories often feature
foreign leaders calling him
“sir” and asking for his help,
positioning himself as the
dominant figure.

Modi is doing the opposite.
He’s:

(I)Publicly  contradicting
Trump’s version of events
(2)Refusing dinner invita-
tions at the White House

(3) Standing firm on India’s
co re interests

(4) Not responding to
Trump’s provocations with
anger or apologies

(5) Quietly diversifying
India’s partnerships with
Russia, China, and Europe
This silence and defiance are
probably what frustrates
Trump most. He’s used to
people either praising him or
fighting back loudly. Modi is
doing neither—he’s simply
saying ‘“no” and moving on.
When Trump tells his exag-
gerated stories or makes
mocking remarks, Modi
doesn’t engage. He just con-
tinues pursuing India’s inter-
ests.

For Trump, this is deeply

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

frustrating. He can’t bully
Modi into submission with
tariffs, can’t charm him with
personal flattery, and can’t
embarrass him into respond-
ing. Modi has basically
shown that India doesn’t
need American approval to

pursue its goals.

The Bigger Picture

What’s really happening here
is a clash between two differ-
ent visions of how the world
should work:

Trump believes in transac-
tional relationships where
America’s economic and
military power gives it the
right to make demands. He
expects other countries to
adjust their policies to benefit
America, especially when
there’s a personal relation-
ship involved.

Modi believes in “strategic
autonomy”—the idea that
India should make decisions
based on its own interests,
not because a more powerful
country tells it to. India has
spent decades trying to be
seen as an independent major
power, not as someone’s jun-
ior partner.

The slight remarks Trump
keeps making

like the “May I see you
please” story—are Trump’s
way of trying to cut Modi
down to size. By portraying
Modi as subservient and des-
perate for Trump’s attention,
Trump is trying to save face
after failing to get what he
wanted.

But these stories probably
ring hollow to people who
know what actually hap-
pened. Modi didn’t grovel
for Apache helicopters (India
had already ordered and
received them years ago).
Modi didn’t beg Trump to
mediate with Pakistan (he
explicitly rejected it). And
Modi isn’t unhappy because
of tariffs alone—he’s unhap-
py because Trump is trying
to dictate India’s foreign pol-
icy.

Conclusion

Trump continues to make
slight remarks about Modi
because Modi has consistent-
ly refused to do what Trump
wants. Unlike many other
world leaders who either
praise Trump effusively or
fight with him publicly, Modi
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has chosen a third path: polite
but firm refusal, followed by
silence.

For someone like Trump
who craves attention and val-
1dation, this silent defiance is
perhaps the most frustrating
response of all. So Trump
tries to reshape the narrative
with stories that portray
Modi as weak or desperate.
But the facts tell a different
story—one of an Indian
leader who has decided that
his country’s interests matter
more than pleasing the
American president, regard-
less of the personal or eco-
NOMmIc Costs.

The relationship between
Trump and Modi has gone
from “bromance” to break-
down, and it doesn’t look like
either man is willing to back
down.

President Trump has ‘green-
lit’ the ‘Sanctioning Russia
Act of 2025, threatening at
least 500% tariffs on coun-
tries like India and China that
import Russian oil. Will it
impose 500%

Tariffs on a democratic coun-
try?
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Condemn the USA’s Illegal & Imperial Attack on Venezuela’s Sovereignty!
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From Palestine to Venezuela: Resist the Global Imperial Assault on Sovereignty, Justice and People’s Resources!

(Asian independent)  8th
Jan, 2026: National Alliance
of People’s Movements
(NAPM) unequivocally con-
demns the imperial aggression
of the USA on the Venezuelan
nation and its peoples. We
stand in unflinching solidarity
with the Venezuelan people in
this dark hour and join pro-
gressive forces across the
globe in calling for a decisive
challenge to the diabolical
ambitions of the Trump-led
US Govt. We demand that
kidnapped Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro and
his wife Cilia Flores be imme-
diately returned to their coun-
try. We emphasize that all
decisions regarding the gover-
nance, resources, future of
Venezuela must lie entirely
with the people of that nation,
and no other country or corpo-
ration can usurp this authority
under international law. We
also call for a stronger and
united global movement to
hold the US accountable
under law, for its crimes
against sovereign nations, its
peoples and resources.

As the world witnessed, on
the night of 2nd January, the
United States stooped to a
new low. It unilaterally
attacked the sovereign people
of Venezuela, killing 80 peo-
ple and kidnapping the sitting
President Nicolas Maduro
with his wife, and sitting
the National
Assembly, Cilia Flores. Such

deputy in

bullying behaviour is not new
for the United States, which
has engaged in regime change
in over 100 countries since
World War 2. Most of these
cases were sought to be justi-
fied as ‘actions against tyran-
ny’ and ‘for ‘democracy and
human rights’. In the case of
Venezuela, there is no coher-
ent justification provided and
there is no pretense of ‘higher

cause’. After the US forces
kidnapped the Venezuelan
President, in naked imperialist
tenor, Donald Trump declared
that the US would be running
the country and US corpora-
tions would be taking over the
oil sector of the South
American country. Venezuela
has the largest known reserves
of oil in the world — 17% of
global reserves.

American violence on people
who own oil is a story as old
as the American empire. For
centuries, Venezuela used to
be a country run by elites
favourable to the United
States. The West celebrated
“democratic stability” that
ensured rule of a White and
mestizo minority, to the
exclusion of the wvast
majority of former slaves
and indigenous people,
the pardos. This cen-
turies-old dominance of
the majority ended in
1998 with the electoral vic-
tory of Hugo Chavez,
Venezuela’s charismatic
President who invested the
state’s oil revenues into social
welfare programmes.
Chavismo, the movement
named after the first pardos
President, not only brought
social justice but also reduced
poverty drastically in the
country. Anti-imperialism is a
key tenet of Chavismo, which
was inherited by his successor
Maduro.

NAPM emphasizes that the
US attacks on Venezuelan
sovereignty and abduction of
the sitting head of state are a
brazen breach of international
law, in particular the hugely
significant Article 2(4) of the
UN Charter. The current US
government proudly exhibits
its utter disregard for interna-
tional law, unafraid to publicly
affirm its role as a bully.

Trump, Secretary of State

Rubio and others have been
threatening multiple countries
with a military attack or inva-
sion. These include Mexico,
Colombia, Cuba, Denmark
(Greenland) and Panama. The
pronouncement makes it clear
that the US actions are much
more in line with their imperi-
alist ambitions and political
power, along with capture of
the critical minerals, oil and
other resources. The world
can no longer ignore the threat
of a broader US assault on
countries in the Western hemi-
sphere and elsewhere.

A Red

Herring:

One of the pretexts used for
the attack on Venezuelan sov-
ereignty was that it was
engaging in narco-terrorism
against the USA and the other
that they are getting their
‘stolen oil’ back. Both are
unfounded claims with little to
no credible evidence having
been provided for the same.
The available evidence and
globally recognized literature
on drug trade in the region
shows that Venezuela does not
feature in the prominent drug
routes. The USA’s own Drug
Enforcement Administration’s
2025 Threat Assessment also
this.  The

Venezuelan oil and mineral

corroborates

reserves are theirs and it is for

the people of the country to

decide, one may critique
petro-states, but US can’t
claim the nationalization of
the oil companies by Chavez
as ‘theft’ and justify its illegal
actions.
It must be understood that ille-
gal drug trade is a real prob-
lem in its own right, which
only worsens with such bla-
tantly unlawful actions.
Fighting transnational drug
cartels requires co-operation
among law abiding states. The
capacity for that now stands
completely eroded in the
Americas. The US adminis-
tration has shown that it is
willing to compromise its
citizens’ interests for the
sake of its leader’s
vanity and of
course profits for
its oil compa-
nies.
Tolerating a

Bully:

The attack on
Venezuelan sover-
eignty did not hap-

pen in a vacuum. Since
September 2025, the US
has unlawfully bombed 33
boats in the Caribbean, killing
at least 115 people. The alle-
gation made for these killings
was that these boats were car-
rying illegal drugs to the USA.
However, no evidence has
been provided to sustain these
allegations. The UN Human
Rights chief, Volker Turk,
questioned their legality and
called on the US to stop these
attacks on 31st October, 2025.
These 115 deaths are cases of
extra judicial killings by the
current US Administration.
Venezuela has also been a vic-
tim of targeted sanctions by
the US and its allies since
2014, causing massive hard-
ships to the people, and its
national economy, over the
years.
Despite protests by Latin

American heads of states, the
world tolerated US aggres-
sion. This emboldened the
current US Administration
further, as it made wild, racist
accusations on people who
did not agree with its whims.
The submission of Western
countries is on display even
today as they shirk in their
criticism of the USA, calling
for ‘restraint’, as the bully
blows international law to
smithereens. It must be
remembered that this is a
country that, alongside Israel,
has been responsible for the
genocide in Palestine and has
illegally bombed Iran not six
months ago. The lesson here is
clear. The world needs to
come together and stand up to
the bullying of the imperialist
USA. Hold it accountable.
End its impunity.

Indian Govt’ Feeble
Response:

Even as other non-Western,
especially BRICS countries,
have strongly criticized the
US action, Indian Govt has
remained cautious and feeble
in its response. Within India,
beleaguered opposition par-
ties have found enough
resolve to condemn illegal US
action. One wonders why the
Modi government is so afraid
of the Trump regime that it
shies away from any criticism
of its patently illegal actions,
not only now but when the
Indian citizens’ interests are
harmed regularly and massive
tariffs have been imposed.
India has a long history of sol-
idarity with formerly colo-
nized countries of the global
south. We were leaders of the
Non-Aligned  Movement
which brought together 120
countries (including
Venezuela) with a focus on
respect for sovereignty, non-
aggression and peaceful con-
flict resolution in the face of

global powers. India needs to
urgently rediscover this lega-
cy and stand by Venezuela as
it is illegally attacked by the
USA.

We urge all peace-loving
Indians, people’s movements
and progressive formations to
extend their solidarity to the
Venezuelan people facing
unjust imperial aggression. It
is the people of Venezuela
alone who must determine
their future, despite the sever-
al challenges they have
endured in the last decade —
including economic hard-
ships, democratic decline,
flailing Chavismo — in their
quest for freedom and democ-
racy. No other imperialist
intervention can dictate their
fate, and it must be their sov-
ereign right alone.

We also urge political parties,
including the ruling party to
unequivocally condemn the
illegal acts of aggression com-
mitted by the United States
against the Venezuelan state
and people. Nicolas Maduro
and Cilia Flores must be
immediately returned to their
country and charges pressed
against the incumbent in the
USA for breaking both US
Federal
Law. Solidarity among peo-

and International

ples of the global south is pre-
cisely what will be the undo-
ing of those with imperialist
ambitions. NAPM steadfastly
stands in solidarity with the
Venezuelan people in this dark
hour of imperial aggression
and calls for an end to the
extractive and exploitative
model of devastation led by
the US across the global
south.

Issued by: National Alliance

of People’s Movements

(NAPM)
Contact for details: napmin-
dia@gmail.com
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How Mayawatr's Opportunisti Aliances Helped Re-strengthen BIP-Hindutva and Confsed Dalt

(Asian independent)
Mayawati’s political career rep-
resents a paradox in contempo-
rary Dalit politics. On the one
hand, she symbolized unprece-
dented Dalit political power; on
the other, her opportunistic
alliances—especially with the
BJP—produced long-term ideo-
logical and political conse-
quences that strengthened
Hindutva and disoriented Dalit
political consciousness.

While these alliances were often
justified as tactical necessities
for governance, they normalized
collaboration between Dalit
leadership and a political ideol-
ogy fundamentally hostile to
Ambedkarite values. This brief
argues that Mayawati’s coalition
politics unintentionally helped
legitimize BJP—Hindutva, frag-
mented Dalit resistance,
created deep confusion about
the political and moral direction
of Dalit emancipation.
Normalization of BJP as a
“Legitimate Partner” for Dalit
Politics

and

1.1  Breaking the Anti-
Brahmanical Political
Consensus

Historically, Ambedkarite poli-
tics viewed Brahmanism and
majoritarian Hindu nationalism
as structural enemies of Dalit
liberation. Mayawati’s repeated
alliances with the BJP in Uttar
Pradesh (1995, 1997, 2002)
broke this moral boundary.

By treating the BJP as a nego-
tiable partner rather than an ide-
ological adversary: Hindutva
was normalized within Dalit
political imagination, Anti-caste
resistance was reduced to bar-
gaining and as such the BJP
gained legitimacy among sec-
tions of Dalits as “non-hostile.”
This legitimization was a major
ideological gain for Hindutva.

1.2 Moral Laundering of
Hindutva Through Dalit
Leadership

When a Dalit-led party governed
in alliance with the BIJP, it
allowed Hindutva forces to
claim: Inclusivity, Social justice
credentials and Distance from
caste oppression.

This “moral laundering” diluted
critiques of Hindutva as an
upper-caste project and helped

the BJP project itself as compat-
ible with Dalit aspirations,
despite its ideological roots in
Manusmriti-friendly traditions.
Weakening of Ideological
Resistance to Hindutva

2.1 From Ideological Opposition
to Tactical Silence

During alliance periods, the BSP
muted Hindu
majoritarianism, RSS ideology,
Attacks on minorities and
Cultural homogenization.

This silence had two effects: It
weakened Dalit—minority soli-
darity
Hindutva discourse in the public
sphere.

Hindutva thrives not only on
support but also on the absence
of principled opposition.

2.2 Dilution of Ambedkar’s
Anti-Hindu Orthodoxy
Ambedkar’s critique of
Hinduism was radical
uncompromising. Mayawati’s
alliances required softening this
critique to avoid antagonizing
BJP partners and Hindu voters.
Consequently: Ambedkar was
projected mainly as a constitu-
tionalist, not a religious dis-
senter. His Buddhist turn was
sidelined. His critique of
Brahmanism was depoliticized.
This ideological dilution indi-
rectly strengthened Hindutva’s
cultural hegemony.
Fragmentation and Confusion
Within the Dalit Community

3.1 Contradictory Political
Messaging

Dalits were told simultaneously
that: the BJP was historically
oppressive, the BJP was a neces-

criticism of:

and it normalized

and

sary ally and the BJP could be
trusted for governance.

This contradiction confused
political consciousness, espe-
cially among younger Dalits.
Politics appeared not as a moral
struggle but as opportunistic
deal-making.
3.2 Decline
Education
Under Mayawati, Dalit political
mobilization relied more on:
Electoral appeals, welfare distri-
bution, symbolic assertion and
less on: Ambedkarite education,
political literacy, and ideologi-
cal training.

Without ideological grounding,
many Dalits: Drifted toward
BJP narratives, adopted
Hindutva  symbolism  and
became vulnerable to cultural
co-optation.

3.3 Electoral Demoralization
When Mayawati alternated
between opposing and support-
ing the BJP, Dalit voters experi-
enced:
Cynicism, and political fatigue.
This demoralization reduced
long-term loyalty to
Ambedkarite politics and made
Dalits more open to BJP’s direct
outreach through welfare pop-
ulism and identity engineering.
Strategic Benefits for
BJP-Hindutva

4.1 Time and Space to Expand
Among Dalits

Mayawati’s alliances gave the
BJP: administrative legitimacy,
political breathing space, and
time to build Dalit outreach pro-
grams.

During and after these alliances,
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the BJP expanded: Dalit wings,
appropriation of Ambedkar sym-
bols and welfare-based Dalit
engagement.

Once the BJP no longer needed
BSP support, it absorbed sec-
tions of the Dalit vote independ-

ently.

4.2 Undermining
Dalit—Minority Unity

BSP’s alignment with BJP

weakened Dalit—Muslim politi-
cal solidarity, historically cru-
cial in UP.

This fragmentation: helped BJP
consolidate Hindu votes across
caste lines, reduced the effec-

tiveness of anti-majoritarian
coalitions and enabled
Hindutva’s “pan-Hindu” narra-
tive.

4.3 Reinforcing the BIJP’s
Pragmatic Image

By cooperating with a Dalit-led
party, BJP projected itself as:
flexible, development-oriented
and post-caste.
This image was
expanding its base beyond tradi-
tional upper-caste supporters
and consolidating power nation-
ally.

Long-Term Consequences for
Dalit Politics

5.1 Ideological Disarmament
Repeated opportunism weak-
ened the moral clarity of Dalit
politics. Ambedkarism was
reduced to: electoral symbolism,
personality-centric loyalty, and
welfare-based bargaining.
Without ideological sharpness,
resistance to Hindutva became
shallow and inconsistent.

5.2 Collapse of BSP as an

crucial 1in

Ideological Alternative

When BSP declined electorally,
it left behind: no strong ideolog-
ical institutions, no mass social
movement and no cohesive
counter-narrative to Hindutva.
This vacuum was filled rapidly
by the BJP.

5.3 Shift of Dalit Youth Away
from BSP

Disillusioned  Dalit  youth
increasingly turned to: student
movements, rights-based

activism, new Ambedkarite for-
mations and often explicitly
critical of BSP’s alliance poli-
tics.

Conclusion

Mayawati’s opportunistic
alliances—particularly with the
BJP—were not merely tactical
missteps; they had structural
ideological consequences. By
normalizing Hindutva as a polit-
ical partner, diluting
Ambedkarite critique, and con-
fusing Dalit political conscious-
ness, these alliances indirectly
helped re-strengthen
BJP-Hindutva.

While Mayawati achieved short-
term political power, the long-
term cost was high: Dalit ideo-
logical resistance weakened,
Hindutva gained legitimacy and
space and Dalit politics lost
moral and strategic clarity.
Ambedkar warned that political
power without moral and ideo-
logical independence leads to
subordination. Mayawati’s
alliances tragically wvalidated
this warning. For Dalit emanci-
pation to regain strength, poli-
tics must once again be rooted in
principle, ideology, and ethical
opposition to caste-Hindu domi-
nance, rather than opportunistic
arithmetic.

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
Peoples Front
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India’s Selective Outrage: Why Bangladesh Matters More Than Dalits

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

When Hindus face violence in
Bangladesh, India’s leaders speak
loudly. They condemn the attacks.
They issue statements. They
demand action from the
Bangladesh government. But when
Dalits are raped and killed inside
India itself, the same leaders stay
quiet. This double standard reveals
an uncomfortable truth about how
human rights are used as political
tools rather than universal princi-
ples.

The Numbers Tell a Story

Every day in India, terrible things
happen to Dalits. A Dalit woman is
raped every two hours. A Dalit is
murdered every week. Violence
against Dalits happens every 18
minutes. These are not just num-
bers. They are people—sons,
daughters, mothers, fathers. Yet
these crimes barely make head-
lines. Politicians rarely speak about
them. The international community
pays little attention.

Meanwhile, when violence happens
to Hindus in Bangladesh, it
becomes front-page news.
Government ministers give speech-
es. Diplomatic protests are filed.
Social media explodes with anger.
The contrast is striking and reveal-
ing.

Why the Double Standard?

The reason for this selective con-
cern is simple: politics. When
India’s government talks about
Hindus in Bangladesh, it serves
several political purposes. It posi-
tions India as the protector of
Hindus worldwide. It puts pressure
on a neighboring country. It
appeals to nationalist sentiment at
home. It distracts from problems
within India’s own borders.
Talking about Dalit suffering
serves none of these purposes. In
fact, it does the opposite. It high-
lights India’s own failures. It
exposes the caste system that still
divides Indian society. It embar-
rasses the nation on the world
stage.

The Caste System’s Stubborn Grip
Even though India’s constitution
outlaws caste discrimination, the
reality on the ground tells a differ-
ent story. Dalits are beaten for
entering temples. They are killed
for riding horses at their own wed-
dings. Women are gang-raped as
punishment for their community’s

supposed offenses. Children are
made to sit separately in schools or
denied education entirely.

This violence is not random. It is
systematic. It is designed to keep
Dalits in their place, to remind
them that despite what the law
says, they are still considered infe-
rior by many in Indian society.

The Silence is Deafening

When a Dalit woman is raped, the
police often refuse to register the
case. When a Dalit man is mur-
dered, investigations go nowhere.
When entire Dalit communities are
attacked, justice rarely comes. The
conviction rate for crimes against
Dalits is less than 30 percent. This
means seven out of ten perpetrators
face no consequences.

Politicians who claim to care about
human rights abroad remain silent
about these injustices at home. The
same voices that thunder about
religious persecution in other coun-
tries whisper, if they speak at all,
about caste-based persecution in
their own backyard.

Human Rights Cannot Be Selective
The fundamental problem with
India’s approach is that human
rights cannot be selective. You can-
not claim to care about violence
against one group while ignoring
violence against another. Either all
human lives matter equally, or the
concern is not really about human
rights at all—it is about politics.
The violence in Bangladesh against
Hindus is real and deserves con-
demnation. But so does the vio-
lence in India against Dalits. Both
are symptoms of societies where
minority or oppressed groups face
systematic  persecution. Both
require urgent action. Both deserve

international attention.

The Cost of Hypocrisy

This double standard carries real
costs. It undermines India’s moral
authority on the world stage. How
can India lecture other countries
about protecting minorities when it
fails to protect its own? It also
sends a message to Dalits that their
lives matter less, that their suffer-
ing is acceptable, that no one will
speak for them.

Moreover, it allows the violence to
continue. When powerful people
stay silent about injustice, they
give permission for that injustice to
persist. Every time a politician
chooses to ignore Dalit suffering
while highlighting Hindu suffering
abroad, they are saying that some
lives are more valuable than others.
What Needs to Change

Real change requires India to look
honestly at itself. It means enforc-
ing existing laws against caste dis-
crimination. It means ensuring
police actually protect Dalit com-
munities rather than ignoring their
complaints. It means politicians
speaking as loudly about violence
at home as they do about violence
abroad.

It also requires ordinary citizens to
reject this double standard. When
someone expresses outrage about
religious violence in Bangladesh
but stays silent about caste vio-
lence in India, they should be chal-
lenged. Consistency  matters.
Justice cannot be selective.
Conclusion

India sheds crocodile tears for
Hindus in Bangladesh because it is
politically convenient, not because
it genuinely cares about human
rights. If it truly cared, it would

show the same concern for Dalits
who face violence every single day
within India’s own borders.

Until India treats the cries of Dalits
with the same urgency it shows for
Hindus abroad, its claims about
protecting human rights will
remain hollow. The test of a
nation’s commitment to human
rights is not how it treats the pow-
erful or the majority, but how it
treats the most vulnerable and
oppressed among its own people.
Dalits are raped and killed daily in
India, and their voices deserve to
be heard just as loudly as any other.
Until that happens, India’s tears for
others will remain what they are:
crocodile tears shed for political
gain rather than genuine human
compassion.
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THE HARMFUL IMPACT OF I AND MINE IN THE CONTEMPORARY ERA

(Asian independent) If
the present materialistic
age were to be summed
up in a single word, that
word would be self-cen-

teredness. Today the
ideas, actions and rela-
tionships of  human

beings are overwhelming-
ly dominated by I and
mine. This tendency is no
longer limited to individ-
ual life alone; rather it
has spread its roots
deeply into social, politi-
cal, religious and eco-
nomic spheres as well.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
ROOTS OF I AND MINE
Within the human mind,
elements of ego are natu-
rally present and often
become the cause of vari-
ous negative  traits.
However, when this ego
crosses its healthy limits,
a person begins to consid-

er himself the center or
axis of the entire world.
The materialism of the
modern age, intense com-
petition and the psycho-
logical influence of digi-
tal media have further
strengthened this I and
mine—oriented mindset.
SOCIAL IMPACT
DISTANCE IN RELA-
TIONSHIPS —
Selflessness in family and
friendships has been
replaced by calculations
and expectations. Every
relationship is now evalu-
ated through the lens of
What will I gain from
this?

LACK OF COOPERA-
TION —

Collective and communi-
ty-oriented efforts have
declined, as individuals
increasingly focus only
on personal benefit.
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SOCIAL DIVISION —
This narrow, self-cen-
tered thinking and class-
based outlook have inten-
sified conflicts and divi-
sions within society.
ECONOMIC IMPACT
Market-driven con-
sumerism has elevated
the sense of mine to an
extreme level. People are
willing to consume far
beyond their fair share,
even if it means falling
into debt. Businesses, in
turn exploit this psychol-
ogy, encouraging individ-
uals to become even more
self-centered and con-
sumption-oriented.
POLITICAL AND RELI-
GIOUS IMPACT

In politics, the mindset of
I alone am the leader and
only my ideology is right
has weakened the spirit of
democracy and the ethic

of public service. In the
religious sphere as well,
the emphasis has increas-
ingly shifted from self-
less service to self-pro-
motion and image-build-

ing.

POSSIBLE CONSE-
QUENCES

Breakdown of human
relationships.

Erosion of trust.
Psychological stress and
depression.

Increase in violence and
intolerance.

HOW CAN WE PRO-
TECT OURSELVES
FROM THIS TREND?
SELF-REFLECTION —
Daily introspection and
honest evaluation of
one’s  thoughts and
actions can help correct
ego-driven behavior.
SPIRIT OF SERVICE —
Serving others without
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expecting any personal
gain helps diminish the
dominance of the ego.

SHARED WELL-BEING

Linking personal happi-
ness with the welfare of
family, society and the
nation.

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

Through Gurbani, reli-
gious scriptures and med-
itation, one can strive to
overcome ego and culti-
vate humility.

In the contemporary era,
the dominance of I and
mine is pushing human
life toward isolation, dis-
satisfaction and stress.
For the healthy develop-
ment of society, it is

essential that we reduce
our selfish tendencies and
move toward selflessness,
cooperation, and shared
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well-being. Only when I
is replaced by we can the
true welfare of humanity
be achieved.

Dr. SURINDERPAL
SINGH
FACULTY IN
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB
PUNJAB.
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