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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman UFdPF GhPCkE;I'E{IE'-
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY: |

Afog feas AT HAiet
3 9T I°9 IT AS|

ID no. 921760

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
ACCEsEOFiES

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot

TV on walls, eto.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Foof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing, Flat Packs
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Trump’s Wild West Approach to Latin America

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
President Trump’s recent
actions in Venezuela reveal a
troubling pattern: he treats
international law like an old
Western movie where the
sheriff makes his own rules.
His military attack on
Venezuela and capture of
President Maduro shows he
believes America can simply
ride into another country, grab
its leader, and haul him back
for trial. This isn’t how the
modem world is supposed to

work.

The Contradiction That
Makes No Sense

The most glaring problem is
the complete contradiction in
Trump’s own logic. He says
he’s fighting drug traffickers,
but his actions tell a different
story:

1. Against Venezuela

Trump launched military
strikes and captured President
Nicolds Maduro to face
narco-terrorism charges. The
message was clear: drug traf-

fickers will face American
Justice, no matter who they
are.

2. For Honduras

Trump pardoned Juan
Orlando Heméandez, the for-
mer president of Honduras
who was convicted of con-
spiring to import over 400
tons of cocaine into the United
States. Hemandez was serv-
ing a 45-year prison sentence
for running one of the largest
drug trafficking operations in
the world.

How can both actions be jus-
tified? They cannot. If Trump
truly cares about stopping
drugs from entering America,
why would he free a convict-
ed drug trafficker while
attacking another leader for
the same crimes? The answer
seems to be simple politics:
Maduro is an enemy, while
Hemandez was considered
friendly to American interests.
Playing Cowboy With
International Law

Trump’s  invasion  of
Venezuela breaks fundamen-

Special

tal rules that countries have
agreed to follow. You cannot
simply invade another nation,
overthrow its government,
and kidnap its leader because
you don’t like what they’re
doing. These rules exist for
good reason—without them,
the world descends into chaos
where the powerful do what-
ever they want to the weak.
Trump seems to believe that
because America is strong, it
can act like a Wild West sher-
iff who doesn’t need permis-
sion or legal authority. He
rides in, takes what he wants,
and deals with the conse-
quences later. This might
make for good movie plots,
but it’s dangerous in the real
world.

The Real Message

What Trump’s actions actual-
ly show is that his administra-
tion doesn’t operate on consis-
tent principles. The “war on
drugs” isn’t really about
drugs—it’s about punishing
enemies and rewarding
friends. Maduro gets invaded

because he opposes American
interests. Hemandez gets par-
doned because he cooperated
with the United States, even
though he was convicted of
flooding American streets
with cocaine.

This double standard under-
mines any claim that America

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

stands for justice or the rule of
law. It tells the world that
American foreign policy is
purely transactional: help us,
and we’ll ignore your crimes;
oppose us, and we’ll invade
your country.
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Why This Matters

‘When the world’s most pow-
erful country ignores interna-
tional law, it sets a dangerous
precedent. If America can
invade Venezuela to capture
its president, what stops
Russia from doing the same to
Ukraine? What stops China
from taking Taiwan? The
rules that prevent global chaos
only work if everyone follows
them, especially the powerful
nations.

Trump’s Wild West approach
may appeal to those who
want to see America “be
tough,” but it makes the world
more dangerous for everyone,
including Americans. It
replaces predictable rules with
the arbitrary decisions of who-
ever happens to be in power at
the moment.

The contradiction between
freeing Honduras’s drug-traf-
ficking president while cap-
turing Venezuela’s president
for the same crimes exposes
the hollowness of Trump’s
stated principles. This isn’t
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about drugs, justice, or pro-
tecting Americans. It’s about
power used without consis-

tency, accountability, or
respect for the laws that keep
our world from descending
into endless conflict.
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Savitribai Phule; Pioneer of the Indian Social and Educational Bloodless Revolution

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

Background:
Savitribai Phule (January 3,
1831 —March 10, 1897) was
the first female teacher, head-
mistress, pioneering poetess
of the Marathi language,
women’s social reformer,
scholar, egalitarian thinker,
philanthropist, and a staunch
advocate for women’s
empowerment. She symbol-
izes the struggle of women,
Dalits, and the oppressed
classes. Bom on January 3,
1831, in Naigaon (present-
day Satara district,
Maharashtra), about 50 km
from Pune, Savitribai was the
daughter of Khandoji
Naiveshe  (father) and
Lakshmibai (mother) and
belonged to the Mali caste
(now known as Saini). The
Mali caste is considered one
of the original inhabitants of
Maharashtra. Some scholars
argue that Savitribai Phule
belonged to the Mahar caste,
which has led people in
North India, particularly
from the Chamar caste, to
believe she belonged to their
community. We firmly
uphold that Savitribai Phule
transcends narrow social
identities.
In Detail:
Marriage and Education:
In 1841, at around the age of
10, Savitribai was married to
Jyotirao Phule, who was 11
at the time. Savitribai was ini-
tially uneducated, as society
considered the education of
girls a sin. This societal norm
greatly contributed to the
backwardness of women.
Jyotiba Phule began educat-
ing Savitribai at home, along-
side his sister, Sagunabai.
After receiving primary edu-
cation from Jyotiba and fur-
ther instruction from his
friends—Sukhram

Yashwant Rai Paranjpe and
Keshav Shivram
Bhavalkar—Savitribai Phule
attended the
Missionary ~ School  in
Ahmednagar and the
Normal School in Pune for
With
encouragement,

American

teacher  training.
Jyotiba’s
Savitribai and Sagunabai
began teaching girls in their
home, marking a revolution-
ary step in a deeply conserva-
tive society.

Though the word ‘Phule’ lit-
erally means ‘flower,” the
journey of the Phule couple
was laden with challenges.
They encountered significant
opposition and criticism
from regressive elements in
their own community. The
couple faced ostracism when
Jyotiba’s father, holding con-
servative views, expelled
them from their ancestral
home. They found refuge in
the house of their Muslim
friend, Usman Sheikh. With
the support of Usman Sheikh
and his cousin Begum
Fatima Sheikh, they estab-
lished a school in their home,
exemplifying Hindu-Muslim
harmony. Savitribai, recog-
nised as the first female
teacher of India, worked
alongside Begum Fatima
Sheikh, who is honoured as
the first Muslim female
teacher of India.

Why is She Called the First
Female Teacher?

In the Rigvedic period,
women were revered as
sages, known as Rishikas.
Despite this historical con-
text, Savitribai Phule is
recognised as the first female
teacher due to the prevalent
restrictions on women in her
time. Educating girls was
viewed as a sin, and in such
an atmosphere, the Phule
couple founded a girls’
school at Bhide Wada (Pune)

Special

on January 3, 1848, coincid-
ing with Savitribai’s birthday.
Initially, the school admitted
just nine students. With the
assistance of Jyotiba and
Begum Fatima Sheikh,
Savitribai Phule opened five
schools for girls in Pune.
Unlike traditional schools
run by Brahmins, these insti-
tutions provided a curricu-
lum that included mathemat-
ics, science, and social stud-
ies, employing far superior
teaching methods.

The Phule couple founded
the first school for Dalits and
the first school for farmers.
Savitribai was proficient in
Devanagari, English, and
Marathi scripts, teaching sub-
jects such as mathematics,
Marathi, Sanskrit, geogra-
phy, and history. Her contri-
butions included writing
compositions in Hindi. The
schools  established by
Savitribai educated widows
and girls from various com-

munities, including the
Mang, Mahar, Kurmi,
Maratha, Teli, Tamboli,

Brahmin, Hindu, Muslim,
and Jain communities. This
inclusive approach is why
Savitribai Phule is celebrated

as the first female teacher in
India. Ultimately, the educa-
tion provided in her schools
represented a symbol of
inter-caste and inter-religious
harmony.

Savitribai Phule’s efforts
constituted a bloodless revo-
lution and a remarkable
achievement. Despite facing
constant insults and threats
from narrow-minded indi-
viduals, who hurled abuses,
cow dung, mud, and stones at

-
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her, the Phule couple was
honoured on November 16,

1852, by the British govern-
ment for their extraordinary
contributions to education,
with Savitribai being recog-
nised as the best female
teacher. The oppression and
insults they endured did not
weaken her resolve; she
continued her work with the
support of her husband,
Begum Fatima Sheikh, and
Sagunabai (Jyotiba’s
cousin). Throughout her life,
she established multiple
schools, significantly
advancing the cause of edu-
cation for women and mar-
ginalized groups.

Social Reformer:

Savitribai Phule was a sig-
nificant social reformer in
India, renowned for her
opposition to various social
evils, such as child marriage,
the dowry system, Sati (the
practice of widow immola-
tion), female infanticide, and
untouchability. She was a
strong advocate for widow
remarriage and underscored
the importance of girls’ edu-
cation in fostering social
change.

Alongside her reformative
efforts, Savitribai was an
accomplished poetess,
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recognised as the first
‘Adikavitri’ (pioneer poet-
ess) of the Marathi lan-
guage. Her literary contribu-
tions include her first collec-
tion of poems, ‘“Kavya
Phule” (Flowers of Poetry),
published in 1854, and
another important work,
“Bhavan Kashi Subodh
Ratnakar,” released in 1892.
Among her most impactful
“Go, Get
Education,” which express-
es the belief that without
knowledge, human beings

poems is

are similar to animals. This
poem encourages individu-
als to actively seek educa-
tion as a means to liberate
themselves from oppres-
sion.

Savitribai’s life was marked
by personal sacrifices,
including her untimely
death from the plague on
March 10, 1897, while
attempting to save a 10-
year-old boy affected by the
disease. Despite facing
numerous challenges
throughout her life, includ-
ing ostracism from her fam-
ily and community, she
remained unwavering in her
mission to combat social
injustices.

Her enduring legacy serves as
a guiding light in the history of
women’s rights in India. In
recognition of her contribu-
tions, it is proposed that
Savitribai Phule and her asso-
ciate, Begum Fatima Sheikh,
be awarded the Bharat Ratna,
the nation’s highest civilian
honour. Furthermore, the sug-
gestion is made to commem-
orate Savitribai Phule’s birth-
day as “Girl Child Day” and
Begum Fatima Sheikh’s
birthday as
Empowerment Day” across
the country;, reflecting the con-
tinued relevance of their ideals

in contemporary society.

“Women’s
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
New era dawned in 2014

when the BJP
Government took reign
of India through land
slide victory. Now it has
reached the stage where it
is being refered as Amrit
Yug. Unfortunately, the
situation now in Amrit
Yug is going from bad to
worst and through it, the
reputation of the Indians
living abroad is also
being damaged.

In 2014, the BJP was
assuring the public that if
it gets selected, it will
bring changes those will
benefit all regardless of
caste, culture or creed.
With the precision the
BJP agenda was drafted
and presented, it persuad-
ed the public to vote in its
favour.  Unfortunately,
within ten years of BJP’s
reign, the situation for the
poor in India has wors-
ened. It has benefitted
the rich and the poor have
become poorer.  Vast
majority of the Indians
are now surviving on
allowance of 5 kilos of
wheat per family. This is
how dire, the situation
now in India is.

Soon after BJP’s success,

the public found its true
side because its behav-
lour towards them
became atrocious.
Bulldozing of their prem-
ises started. Rapes and
mob lynching increased.
The rapist roamed free
because the police failed
to record FIR by the vic-
tims. The authourities
were destroying evi-
dences because mainly
the rapists had close
attachment with the
Government. Not only
the police even the per-
sonnel in the Judiciary
were involved and they
have soon after retire-
ment ended in well off
positions n the
Government Services.

In 2019, those who voted
for the BJP in 2014, now
voted for other parties but
still the BJP won. In
2019, the decisions by the
Election Commission
seemed to be in
Government’s
Seeing this, the opposi-
tion parties now got
much wiser and started
their own investigations.
Following a lot of
research by  Rahul
Gandhi Ji, he was able to
penetrate through the sys-
tem and he shared his

favour.
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findings through a tele-
vised conference with the
public. His findings were
very convincing so the
matter received a lot of
publicity through the
social media. Without
Rahul Gandhi Ji’s find-
ings, the BJP would have
won all the elections with
ease.

The public is now quite
aware that the BJP is
going to go to any extent
to remain in power. It has
spread a lot of hatred
towards the Muslims
who are now living in
Unimaginable
occurrences are happen-
ing daily against them.
The Police instead of giv-
ing protection are often
seen standing by as
observants.
cases, the Police has been
seen joining in attacks
against the Muslims. The
hatred is so deeply
ingrained that It is not just
the Muslims but now
other communities are
also being targeted.
Recently, the Christians
have become a target for
celebrating Christmas in
the areas under the BJP
control.

The goons have gone in
the Shopping Malls and

fear.

In some

destroyed Christmas dec-
orations. Church services
were disturbed and the
Pastors were threatened.
The Christmas in good
spirit has been celebrated
worldwide but, in the
manner, some have mis-
behaved and destroyed
Christmas spirit of many
in India has not been
taken lightly in the West.
The National Papers in
the West have covered
this incident and it is
quite likely that it may
start hatred towards the
Indians in the West. The
media in the West has

Jai Bharat.
Mite Teji.
totally criticised Indian
Government for allowing
the Hindu Nationalist

Groups to vandalise
Churches, destroy deco-
rations and terrorise the
Christians on their special
occasion.

Mob lynching are hap-

pening  against the
Muslims who are report-
ed selling or consuming
beef. Consumption of
beef for the Indians in
India is strictly forbidden
because a Cow plays a
very vital part in Hindu
belief. It has religious
value for the Hindu
believers but for other
religions the
world it is a source for
milk and meat. It is a
known fact that India, in
vast quantity is supplying
beef to foreign countries.
The suppliers are mostly
Hindus but no issues are
ever raised against them.
This signifies that penal-
ising of Muslims via beef
is to spread hatred against
them to gain Hindu votes.
So, this shows that for the
ruling Government,
Mother Cow has become
a tool to gain votes.

Some young tourists
from West were standing
on the Ganges bank in
Varanasi. They were
wearing Christmas hats
and this failed to please
some. They ordered
them to leave the bank
and they unhappily did
what they were asked.
On their return they may

around
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not have same respect for
the Indians they had
before they went to India.
In manner the things are
happening under this
Government is going to
be pernicious to India’s
cordiality with other
countries. Through hate-
ful acts in India, the
Indians in the West are
going to suffer.

Under this Government the
rapes in India have vastly
increased so now different
names are being used for
India. MPS with serious
criminal records are present
in this Government and this
not acceptable in the West.
In the way the things are
shaping in India is becom-
ing a big worry for the
Indians in Europe, UK and
Rapes by
newly arrived Indians are
happening and this has
become a big worry for the
law-abiding Indians who
have lived here for many
years. Such a behaviour is
not acceptable in the west.
Not all the new arrivals can
be blamed but there are
some who are spoiling for
others. Through their deeds
many innocents are going
to suffer. I pray for Love,
Unity and Progress for all in
2026.

mn America.
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Ayurveda Day 2025 in the Houses of Parliament UK

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK
Amarjeet-singh Bhamra the
Secretariat of All Party
Parliamentary Group Indian
Traditional Sciences organised
this year’s Ayurveda Day cele-
brations in line with its annual
tradition for the past eleven
years. He said it was delightful
to receive all British Ayurveda

Associations supporting the
work of our Parliamentary
Group.

The Rt Hon John McDonnell, a
long-term  British  Labour
Politician and Member of
Parliament for Hayes &

Harlington who also served as
Opposition Chancellor of the
Exchequer 2015-2020 wel-
comed all the specially invited
guests to celebrate Ayurveda
Day in the British Houses of
Parliament on 15th December
2025.

Idealistic, pragmatic, committed
and outspoken, John was warm-
ly welcomed as our newly
appointed Chairman of the All
Party Parliamentary Group
Indian Traditional Sciences. The
connection with MP McDonnell
goes back over two decades,
during his commitment to stand-
ing firm to our cause with the
saveherbalmedicine.com cam-
paign and recognising tradition-
al rights for all medicine sys-
tems.

Dr. Bhushan
Former Vice
University Grants Commission
of India was our guest at last
year’s Ayurveda Day and sent
his message on this occasion:

“I  thank the  All-Party
Parliamentary Group Indian
Traditional Sciences in the
United Kingdom for this oppor-
tunity, and [ appreciate Shri
Amarjeet Singh Bhamra for his
sustained efforts in advancing a
constructive policy dialogue on
Yoga and Ayurveda. Both sys-
tems offer strengths that align
with NHS priorities to find inno-
vative, affordable, and evi-
dence-informed approaches for
improving population health.
My perspective is grounded in
biomedical research alongside
an understanding that modern
healthcare continues to face per-

Patwardhan
Chairman

sistent gaps in primary preven-
tion, long-term management of
non-communicable diseases,
and mental health. These are
precisely the areas where evi-
dence for Yoga and Ayurveda
has expanded significantly.
Ayurveda emphasises person-
alised prevention through diet,
digestion, circadian biology,
sleep, behaviour, and mental
balance. Contemporary science
increasingly recognises these
domains through research on the
microbiome, immune modula-
tion, metabolic regulation, and
neuroendocrine stability. During
the Covid-19 pandemic, India
conducted over 100 controlled
clinical and preclinical studies
on Ayurvedic formulations and
practices. Many reported faster
symptom resolution,
inflammatory markers, and reas-
suring safety when used as
adjuncts to standard care. These
findings do not replace vaccina-
tion or biomedical treatment,
but they show the potential of
traditional knowledge to con-
tribute to supportive care in pub-
lic health emergencies. The
UK’s collaboration with the
World Health Organization on a
clinical trial evaluating
Ashwagandha further reflects
rising scientific interest in evi-
dence-based applications for
stress  regulation, immune
resilience, and metabolic bal-
ance.

Yoga, widely practiced in the
UK, has an increasingly robust
research foundation. Studies
demonstrate benefits for auto-
nomic function, inflammation,
glycaemic control, muscu-
loskeletal  health, anxiety,
depression, and overall well-
being. These outcomes speak
directly to several NHS chal-
lenges, including multimorbidi-

lower

Guest speakers in attendance:
Dr U. A. Tanvir Alam
M.S.(Orth), MRCGP, DFSEM,
MACadMEd, FRCGP Deputy
Medical Director for North East
Essex ICB elaborated on the co-
existence of Allopathy and
Ayurveda Traditional Medical
systems in the NHS.

Antoni Przechrzta, a healer and
educator, and President of the
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ty, chronic pain, and widespread
mental health concerns. Yoga
also promotes self-care, which
is indispensable for sustainable
health systems.

Integrating rigorously validated
components of Ayurveda and
Yoga does not replace existing
medical practice. It offers com-
plementary, safe, and affordable
strategies that can strengthen
resilience, reduce preventable
disease burden, and enhance
quality of life. With appropriate
scientific oversight, professional
standards, and strong research
partnerships, the UK can shape a
model of integrative care that is
evidence-based, culturally
aligned, and responsive to popu-
lation needs.

I remain available for continued
dialogue on how these
approaches may be responsibly
and effectively incorporated
within the NHS to present an
evidence-based integrative
healthcare model for the world.”
Message from our overseas
guests were also read on this
occasion from: Dr Tony Nader
World Head of Transcendental
Meditation The Netherlands,
Prof Darshan Shankar Vice
Chancellor The University of
Trans-Disciplinary Health
Sciences and Technology India,
Dr. Manoj Nesari, BAMS, MD
PhD Former Advisor Ministry of
AYUSH and Dr Arvind Chopra
AYUSH Distinguished Chair for
Public health and Epidemiology
India.

IS

Polish Association of Spiritual
Healers. Antoni spoke of his
extensive experience in cooper-
ation with legislative and med-
ical institutions and has been
actively engaged in initiatives
aimed at integrating comple-
mentary medicine with main-
stream healthcare systems.

Dr Sunil Kumar MBBS MRCA
FCAI FRSA FBSLM DipIBLM
MAcadMEd

An  Anaesthesiologist and
Foundation = Year  Doctors
Programme Director at
University Hospitals of

Morecambe Bay NHS Trust reit-
erated the importance of
Ayurveda as Lifestyle Medicine
is already established in the US
& UK.
Kuldeep Shekhawat Currently
director of MATV UK and
Swagat TV Network USA and
was appointed President of
Overseas Friends of BJP UK
(OFBJP UK) in 2018. The
organization  continues  to
strengthen ties between India
and its global community while
promoting the values and vision
of the Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP).
Dr Shantha Godagama MBAcC
DAMS
Founder British Ayurvedic
Medical Association, Former
member
Herbal Medicine Advisory
Committee, Independent
Panel, Borderline
Medicines &

Review
Products

Healthcare Regulatory
Authority UK.

Dr (Ayur) Kanchan Sharma
President of Ayurvedic
Professionals (APA).

Founder/Director of Ayurveda
Heaven Academy. Currently
working with NHS Trust and
running a pharmacy business.

Romany Rix, Vice-Chair of the

British Association of
Accredited Ayurvedic
Practitioners (BAAAP). She
also serves on the Executive
Committee of the British
Ayurvedic Medical Council
(BAMC). Her work focuses on
maintaining high standards in
practice and advancing the
recognition of Ayurveda’s role
in prevention and long-term
wellness.

Dr Palitha Serasinghe Registrar
at British Ayurvedic Medical
Council (BAMC). Former
Ayurveda Program Leader,
Middlesex University. Currently
Dean — Director, London
College of Ayurvedic Medicine.
In this year’s APPG Indian
Traditional Sciences recognition
list of outstanding contribution
to Ayurveda, Dr Rupinder Singh
and Dr Anjali Joshi were award-
ed the prestigious Ayurveda
Ratna. Krishna Sedani of
Quality Foods was presented the
Ambassador for Ayurveda hon-
our.Hon. Virendra Sharma, a dis-
tinguished former British Member
of Parliament, widely respected for
his decades of public service and
leadership in promoting equality,
education, and community cohe-
sion. Throughout his parliamentary
career, he has been a steadfast
advocate for women’s empower-
ment, health, traditional medicines
and human rights. Hon Sharma
offered his continued support to the
APPG Indian Traditional Sciences
and offered vote of thanks.
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Why Programs for Dalits Fail: The Gap Between Promise and Reality

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
India has many government pro-
grams meant to help Dalits and
tribal communities overcome cen-
turies of discrimination.

On paper, billions of rupees are
allocated every year for education,
housing, jobs, and other support.
Yet if you visit Dalit villages and
settlements across India, you will
see that little has changed. The pro-
grams exist in government files,
but the money and help rarely
reach the people who need them
most.

This is not an accident. It is the
result of how power works in India.
The Problem of Local Power

Most government programs are
implemented at the village and dis-
trict level. The officials who con-
trol these programs—block devel-
opment officers, village heads,
school principals, bank managers—
typically come from dominant
castes. These are the same groups
who have benefited from keeping
Dalits powerless for generations.
When a Dalit family tries to access
a scholarship, a housing grant, or a
loan, they must go through these
officials. Often, they are turned
away. Sometimes they are told the
program doesn’t exist, or that funds
have run out, or that their paper-
work is incomplete. Other times
they face open humiliation and are
denied service because of their
caste. Even when officials don’t
actively block access, they simply

don’t prioritize helping Dalits
because there is no pressure on
them to do so.

Where the Money Goes
A significant portion of allocated
funds never reaches intended bene-
ficiaries. Money disappears at mul-
tiple levels. State officials take
their cut before sending funds to
districts. District officials take
theirs before releasing money to
blocks. Local contractors inflate
costs and deliver substandard
work, sharing profits with officials.
By the time a scholarship or hous-
ing scheme reaches a Dalit family,
the amount may be a fraction of
what was allocated. A toilet that
was supposed to cost 12,000 rupees
gets built with materials worth
3,000 rupees, with the rest pocket-
ed by contractors and officials. Or
it never gets built at all, though
paperwork shows it was completed.
No One is Held Accountable
The most important reason imple-
mentation fails is that officials face
almost no consequences for not
doing their jobs. If a Dalit family
doesn’t receive their benefits, who
will hold officials responsible? The
family itself has no power—they
are poor, often illiterate, and come
from a group that society has mar-
ginalized for centuries.
They cannot complain to higher
officials, who are often part of the
same system. They cannot go to
politicians, who depend on domi-
nant caste votes more than Dalit
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votes. They cannot afford lawyers
or bribes. The system is designed
in a way that those who suffer most
from its failures have the least abil-
ity to fix it.

The Deeper Truth

Real implementation of programs
for Dalits would mean a major shift
in power and resources. It would
mean Dalit children getting quality
education and competing for jobs
that dominant castes consider
theirs. It would mean Dalits own-
ing land and having economic inde-
pendence. It would mean they
could speak up without fear and
demand to be treated with dignity.
The current system benefits those
in power. Bureaucrats, politicians,
landowners, and dominant caste
groups gain from maintaining
inequality. They are not going to
implement programs that threaten
their advantages unless forced to
do so.

What Needs to Change

Solving this problem requires more
than increasing budgets or creating
new programs. It requires changing
who has power. This means:

1. Ensuring Dalits hold positions at
every level of government where
programs are implemented

2. Creating strong systems where
officials are actually punished for
not delivering services

3. Supporting Dalit organizations
and movements that can pressure
the system from outside

4. Enforcing anti-discrimination

laws strictly, not just keeping them
on paper

5. Land reform that gives Dalits
economic independence

6. Changing social attitudes
through education, though this is a
long process

Conclusion

The poor implementation of wel-
fare programs for Dalits is not a
technical problem of administra-
tion. It is a political problem of
power. Those who control the sys-
tem benefit from keeping Dalits
marginalized. Until this changes—
until Dalits have real power to
demand accountability—programs
will continue to exist on paper
while discrimination continues on
the ground.Money and policies are
necessary, but they are not enough.
What is needed is the political will
to challenge centuries of injustice,
and the courage to redistribute
power to those who have been
denied it for so long.

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics
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Mahars Rise Again: A Song About Courage and Dignity

MAHARS RISE AGAIN | Battle Song | Bhima Koregaon 1818 | Mangesh Dahiwale

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Mangesh Dahiwale
“Mahars Rise Again” is a
reggae song written by
Mangesh Dahiwale, a
human rights activist and

who works with the
Ambedkar School of
Governance. The song

tells the story of a his-
toric battle and what it
means for people fighting
against  discrimination
today. It combines histo-
ry, philosophy, and music
to create something pow-
erful and memorable.

The Battle That Changed
Everything

On January 1, 1818,
something  remarkable
happened near the Bhima

Peshwa what would hap-
pen to them if they didn’t
fight against him. He
laughed at them and said
nothing would change—
they would still be ser-
vants, still be treated as
the lowest of the low. So
they decided to fight. And
they didn’t just fight—
they won. Even though
they were hugely outnum-
bered, they held their
ground. Out of 49 sol-
diers who died on their
side, 22 were Mahars.

This battle might have
been forgotten, but in
1927, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
visited the place where it
happened. He turned it
into a symbol of pride and

L

For ours is a battle

not for wealth or for power.

It is a battle for freedom. A
It is the battle of reclamation’
of human personality. ‘-;. _

— B. R. Awbedliar

River in India. About 800
soldiers, including 500
Mahars, faced an army of
28,000 troops led by
Peshwa Baji Rao II. This
wasn’t just any battle—it
was a turning point for
the Mahar community.

The Mahars were treated

terribly under the
Peshwa’s rule. They
belonged to a group

called “untouchables” in
India’s caste system. The
rules they had to follow
were cruel: they had to tie
brooms to their waists to
sweep away their foot-
prints because even their
footprints were consid-
ered “dirty.” They had to
carry pots around their
necks to spit into because
their spit couldn’t touch
the ground. They were
told, every single day,
that they were less than
human.

Before the battle, some
Mahar soldiers asked the

resistance for Dalits (peo-
ple from  oppressed
castes). Every year since
then, on January Ist,
thousands of people visit
the memorial to remem-
ber the courage of those
who stood up against
oppression.

How the Song Begins:
Ambedkar’s Words

The song starts with
words spoken by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar himself:

“Ours is not for wealth
and power.

It is battle for freedom.

It is battle for reclamation
of human personality.”
This is a smart way to
begin. Dahiwale isn’t
using his own words—
he’s using the words of
the great leader who
fought against caste dis-
crimination. Ambedkar
understood that the fight
wasn’t really about
money or politics. It was
about something deeper:

Special

proving that they were
human  beings who
deserved dignity and
respect.

The phrase “reclamation
=

of human personality”
means taking back what

Bal Ram Sémpla
Geopolitics

was already theirs. The
caste system tried to con-
vince Mahars they
weren’t fully human.
Ambedkar said they were
reclaiming—taking
back—their humanity. It
was always theirs; it had
just been stolen.

By starting with
Ambedkar’s quote, the
song connects the 1818

battle to the larger move-
ment against caste dis-
crimination. It shows that
this fight didn’t end in
1818—it continues today.
Taking Us to the
Battlefield

After Ambedkar’s quote,
the song takes us to the
battle itself:

“Hear the drums by river
Bhima,

In the dust of history,
Dignified voice still rise
In the light of new
dawn...”

These lines are powerful
because they make the
battle feel real and pres-
ent. “Hear the drums”—
suddenly we’re there, at
the Bhima River, listen-
ing to the sounds of bat-
tle.

“In the dust of history”
means two things. First,
there was actual dust on
the battlefield. Second,
history often tries to bury
stories like this one—to
cover them up and forget
them. But the song says
“dignified voice still
rise”—notice it says
“rise,” not “rose.” These
voices aren’t just from
the past. They’re still ris-
ing today, through
activists, teachers, and
songs like this one.

“In the light of new
dawn” is about hope and
new beginnings. It was
literally dawn when the
battle happened. But it
was also the dawn of a
new possibility—the
moment when Mahars
realized they could fight
back. When Ambedkar
visited the site in 1927,
that was another dawn—a
new way of understand-
ing what the battle meant.

And every time someone
learns this story, it’s
another dawn of aware-
ness.

The Heart of the Story
Now the song gets to the

'y |
Mangesh Dahiwale

main point:

“They stood firm and
strong

500 with steady hand”
This is simple but power-
ful. They stood. They did-
n’t run away. They didn’t
give up. Against 28,000
soldiers, they stood their
ground.

“500 with steady hand”
tells us the exact number
of Mahar soldiers. This
matters because it shows
this really happened—
these were real people.
“Steady hand” means
their hands didn’t shake
with fear. They held their
weapons firmly, with dis-
cipline and courage.
Think about what this
meant: these were the
same hands that the
Peshwa said were too
“dirty” to touch upper-
caste people. Now those
hands were holding
weapons. Those hands
were saving lives. Those
hands were making histo-
ry. And they were
steady—not trembling,
not uncertain. These men
had found their strength
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and their worth.

What They Didn’t Have,
and What They Did

This part of the song is
especially moving:

“No crown on their head
but truth with command,

Denied their name,
denied their place

Yet courage showed
every face”

The first line says they
had no crown—no royal
blood, no high position in
society, no power. In the
caste system, they were at
the very bottom. But they

had something more
important: truth. They
knew the truth about
themselves—that  they
were human beings who
deserved respect. And
this truth gave them

strength and direction,
like a commander leading
an army.

“Denied their name,
denied their place”—this
captures what discrimina-
tion does. They were
denied their names,
meaning their individual
identities were erased.
They were just seen as
“untouchables,” not as
people. They were denied
their place in society—
pushed to the edges, told
they didn’t belong any-
where except in the low-
est, most degrading jobs.
But then comes the word
“yet”—one of the most
powerful words in the
song. “Yet courage
showed every face.”
Despite everything taken
from them, despite all the
ways they were put down,
they showed courage. Not
just one or two heroes—
every single one of them.
All 500 faces showed
courage. After being
denied their names, their
faces became the place
where their humanity
shone through.
Connecting to
Freedom Struggles
“Mahars Rise Again”
reminds us of another
famous song: “Something
Inside So Strong” by Labi
Siffre. Siffre wrote his

Other

Continue page 29
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song about the fight against apartheid
in South Africa, especially the
Soweto uprising where students
protested against discrimination.

Both songs share the same message:
no matter how much people try to put
you down, there’s something inside
that can’t be broken. Siffre sang,
“The more you refuse to hear my

voice, the louder I will sing” and
“You can deny me... but there’s
something inside so strong.”

Dahiwale’s song says almost the same
thing: “Denied their name, denied
their place / Yet courage showed
every face.”

Both songs talk about people who
refused to stay quiet. Both talk about
finding strength even when every-
thing is taken away. Both use the
word “yet” or “but’—that moment
when you refuse to give up.

The choice to use reggae music is
important. Reggae has always been
about fighting against oppression.
Bob Marley sang about freedom and
standing up for your rights. Reggae
came from the struggles of enslaved
and colonized people. It became the
music of resistance movements all
over the world. The film, Bob
Marley: One Love, captures this. By
using reggae for this song about
Indian history, Dahiwale is saying:
the fight against caste discrimination
is part of the same worldwide strug-
gle for human dignity. The Mahars at
Bhima Koregaon are connected to the
students at Soweto, to civil rights
movements in America, to anti-colo-
nial struggles everywhere.

When students in Soweto revolted
and Mahars fought, they were saying
“we are human beings and we deserve
better.” Both faced huge opposition.
Both became symbols of resistance.
Both are remembered every year as
days of pride.

Why This Song Matters

“Mahars Rise Again” does important
work. History books often leave out
or downplay stories of people from
oppressed groups fighting back. By
making this song, Dahiwale makes
sure people don’t forget. Young peo-
ple who might never read a history
book about Bhima Koregaon might
hear this song and want to learn more.

The song is part of the Ambedkar
School of Governance’s work to teach
people about their history and their
rights. It’s not just entertainment—
it’s education. It teaches what hap-
pened, why it matters, and how it
connects to struggles for justice
today.

The song is in English, which means
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people around the world can under-
stand it and connect with it. But it
never loses sight of the specific story
it’s telling—500 real people by the
Bhima River on January 1, 1818. It
balances the particular details with
universal themes that everyone can
relate to: the desire for dignity, the
courage to stand up to injustice, the
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refusal to be treated as less than
human.
Conclusion: Still Rising

“Mahars Rise Again” works on many
levels. It tells a true story from histo-
ry. It honors the philosophy of Dr.
Ambedkar. It connects to resistance
movements around the world. And it

ourage and Dignit
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speaks to anyone who has ever been
told they don’t matter.

The title itself—“Mahars Rise
Again”—is powerful because of the
word “again.” They rose in 1818

when they fought at Bhima Koregaon.
They rose again when Ambedkar vis-
ited the site in 1927. They rise every
January 1st when people gather to
remember. They rise through this
song. And the “again” tells us they’ll
keep rising—the work isn’t finished.

This is what good resistance music
does. It keeps memories alive. It con-
nects different struggles across time
and distance. And it insists, through
rhythm and words, that human digni-
ty cannot be destroyed. Five hundred
people stood with steady hands in
1818. This song makes sure their
courage still echoes today, inspiring
everyone who hears it to stand firm
and strong for their own dignity and
the dignity of others.
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