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ID no. 921760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

................................................................................

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he-l:l-:atraﬂa
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

. i .

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
Inidan Workers Assoicaiton (GB)
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Indian Workers Association calls for government
action over McDonald’s abuse allegations

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
The Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain) has called for
strong government
intervention and
accountability from
McDonald’s manage-
ment following mount-
ing allegations of sexu-
al harassment and
abuse across the fast-
food giant’s UK restau-

rants.

In a statement issued
this week, the organisa-
tion said the scale of
the allegations showed
the problem was “sys-
temic, not isolated”, and
voiced full support for
workers and trade
unions pushing for col-
lective and strike action
where employers fail to
protect staff.

The intervention follows
reporting by the BBC,
which revealed that
more than 160 current

and former McDonald’s
workers had
approached journalists
with allegations of sex-
ual harassment, bully-
ing, racism and intimi-
dation.

According to the BBC'’s
investigation, over 300
incidents have been
formally reported within
McDonald’s work-
places, while more than
700 current and former
employees are pursu-
ing legal claims against
McDonald’s in the UK.
The Indian Workers
Association said the fig-
ures suggested the true
number of victims was
likely to be far higher,
as many workers —
particularly  nabalag
and young workers,
young women and
migrant workers — may
be reluctant to come
forward for fear of retal-
iation.

Sital Singh Gill, General

Secretary of the Indian

Workers Association
(GB), said:

“What we are seeing at
McDonald’s is not a
one-off failure. It points
to a systemic break-
down in how workers —
especially young and
vulnerable workers —
are protected.”

He added:

“‘When more than 160
workers feel compelled
to approach journalists,
over 300 incidents are

reported, and more
than 700 people take
legal action, it is clear
that this problem has
been allowed to grow
unchecked.”

Gill said many of those
affected were nabalag
and young workers,
often in their first jobs,
including workers from
Asian and Indian back-
grounds.

“These are young peo-
ple who should have
been supported and

safeguarded. Instead,
many were left exposed
to harassment, intimi-
dation and fear of retal-
iation for speaking out.”
While placing
McDonald’s at the cen-
tre of the controversy,
the association said the
case reflected a wider
national problem, not-
ing that up to 40% of
women in the UK report
experiencing unwanted
sexual behaviour at
work.

Describing the situation
as a “national shame”,
Gill said:

“Large corporations like
McDonald’s have a
responsibility to lead by
example. Profits can
never come before peo-
ple’s safety and dignity.”
The association has
called for a full, inde-
pendent investigation
into McDonald’s UK
operations, action
against managers who

failed to act on com-
plaints, stronger gov-
ernment enforcement,
legal protections for
whistle-blowers  and
victims, and full recog-
nition of trade unions,
including the Bakers
Food and Allied
Workers Union.
“Workers deserve digni-
ty, safety and respect,”
Gill said. “Powerful cor-
porations must not be
allowed to avoid
accountability ~ when
serious abuse is report-
ed.”

Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of
the Indian Workers
Association (GB)
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Why Keir Starmer Lacks Leadership: A Fatally Wounded Prime Minister

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

Keir Starmer has become a
Prime Minister without
authority. Less than 18
months after Labour’s elec-
tion victory, he faces historic
low approval ratings, open
discontent within his own
party, and speculation about
his removal. This paper
examines why Starmer lacks
effective leadership both at
home and abroad, and why
he has become a fatally
wounded PM unable to deal
with the serious challenges

facing Britain.

Weakness on the
International Stage

Starmer has repeatedly failed

to show backbone when
dealing with international
issues. Time and again, he
sits on the fence rather than
standing up for British inter-
ests.

When the United States took
action regarding Venezuela’s
President, there was no
meaningful British input or
consultation. When Donald
Trump made demands about
Greenland, Starmer offered
only weak responses. The so-
called “special relationship”
between Britain and America
is exposed as hollow. The US
does not consult with
Starmer or treat him as an
equal partner. Instead, Britain
is treated with contempt, act-
ing as America’s poodle
rather than an independent
nation.

Starmer talks about commit-
ting possible troops to
Ukraine when Britain’s own
defence is already in dire
condition. This is the behav-
iour of a PM ftrying to look
important on the world stage
while ignoring the reality that
Britain lacks the resources
and capability for such com-
mitments. He cannot effec-

tively influence international
events, yet he keeps getting
drawn into them, spreading
Britain’s limited resources
even thinner.

The truth is that other world
leaders recognize Starmer’s
domestic weakness. When a
Prime Minister has record
low approval ratings and
faces potential removal by
his own party, foreign lead-
ers know he has no political
capital to bargain with. Why
would Trump, Xi Jinping, or
take
Starmer seriously when they

any other leader
can see he might not survive
the year?

Failure on Domestic Issues
While Starmer fumbles
international relations,
Britain’s domestic situation
deteriorates. The PM should
be concentrating on the
urgent problems at home:
the NHS crisis, crumbling
infrastructure,
public
defence budget that cannot

struggling
services, and a
meet current commitments,
let alone new ones.

Instead of focusing on what
he can actually control and
deliver, Starmer wastes time
and energy on international
incidents he cannot effec-
tively handle. British voters
care about their healthcare,
their living standards, their
safety, and their jobs. They
do not see improvements in
any of these arecas. When a
government talks
spending money abroad or
committing troops overseas

about

while domestic services col-

lapse, people rightly ques-
tion priorities.

Starmer promised to fix
Britain but has delivered lit-
tle. His performance at
Prime Minister’s Questions
is often embarrassing, failing
to answer direct questions

Special

and appearing weak under
pressure. This is not the lead-
ership Britain needs when
facing serious economic and
social challenges.

A Party in Chaos

The most damning evidence
of Starmer’s failed leader-
ship comes from within his
own party. Labour MPs
openly mock him behind his
back. Some Pubs have
banned Labour MPs. There
are active discussions about
removing him from office,
with MPs debating whether
he will be forced out as early
as this month or after the
May elections.

Recent polling shows that
only 18% of Britons view
Starmer favourably. Even
worse, a majority of people
who voted Labour in 2024
now disapprove of him. He
has the worst satisfaction rat-
ing ever recorded for a
British Prime Minister. Half
the public believes he will be
replaced before the year
ends. Reform UK has over-
taken Labour in the polls and

maintains a lead of around 9-
10 points.

Yet despite this catastrophic
situation, Labour cannot find
a suitable replacement. The
party knows there is a prob-
lem but cannot agree on a
solution. MPs are paralyzed,
unsure whether changing
leader would help and divid-
ed over who should take
over. Potential names like

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

Wes Streeting or Angela
Rayner are mentioned, but
there is no clear successor
waiting.

This internal chaos means
the government is distracted

by infighting rather than
governing. Energy goes
toward survival rather than
delivering for the country. A
Prime Minister facing
removal cannot make bold
decisions or drive through
difficult He
becomes a caretaker, not a
leader.

The Consequences of Weak
Leadership

Britain already chose a

reforms.

degree of isolation when it
left the European Union.
That decision, whether right
or wrong, reduced Britain’s
automatic  influence in
European decision-making
and weakened its collective
bargaining power. Now,
under weak leadership,
Britain gets the worst of both
worlds. It has lost the bene-
fits of EU membership but
still tries to act like a major
global player without the
alliances and resources to
back it up.

A fatally wounded Prime
Minister cannot effectively
deal with national or interna-
tional challenges. Starmer
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has no authority with other
world leaders, no authority
with his own party, and no
authority with the British
public. He cannot stand up to
the United States, cannot
deliver domestic improve-
ments, and cannot unite his
own government.
The reality is brutal: Britain
needs strong leadership to
navigate difficult times, but
instead has a Prime Minister
who lacks backbone, avoids
clear positions, and is too
politically weak to drive
change. Whether dealing
with Trump’s demands,
Britain’s defence needs, or
the NHS crisis, Starmer
appears out of his depth and
lacking the strength to lead.
Conclusion

Keir Starmer has become a
Prime Minister without real
power or authority. His his-
toric low approval ratings,
party rebellion, and inability
to deliver results have left
him fatally wounded. He
cannot effectively manage
international relations
because other leaders see his
weakness. He cannot fix
domestic problems because
he lacks the political capital
and focus to drive reform.
He cannot unite or inspire his
own party because they have
lost confidence in him.
Britain faces serious chal-
lenges that require decisive
leadership. Instead, it has a
paralyzed government led
by a PM fighting for sur-
vival. Until Labour either
finds the courage to replace
Starmer or he finds the
strength to lead effectively,
Britain will continue to drift
without clear direction at
home or abroad. The ques-
tion is no longer whether
Starmer is the right leader,
but how long this unsustain-
able situation can continue.
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