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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

o _— — _

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

England recently won
a thrilling Ashes Test
match against Australia
by just 4 wickets. It
sounds exciting, and it
was — but there’s some-
thing unusual about this
thriller. The entire
match was over in just
two days.
Look at the scores:
Australia made 152 and
132. England replied
with 110 and then
chased down the target,
finishing on 178 for 6
wickets. No team even
reached 180 runs in any
innings. Josh Tongue
was named player of the
match for his excellent
seam bowling.
Now, imagine if this
exact same match had
happened 1n India.
Same scores, same two-
day finish — but with the
ball spinning sharply
instead of seaming.
What would the reac-
tion be?
There would almost cer-
tainly be an internation-
al outcry. The ICC
match referee would
likely give the pitch a
“poor” rating. Headlines
would scream about
“unplayable conditions”
and a “lottery, not a Test
match.” Experts would
question whether India
had deliberately pre-
pared a substandard
pitch to gain unfair
home advantage. There
would be serious discus-
sions about pitch doc-
toring.
But when this happens
in England on a seam-
ing pitch, the story is
different. It’s called

28/12/2025

“classic Test cricket” or
a “bowlers’ paradise.”
Josh Tongue’s perform-
ance is rightly celebrat-
ed as brilliant bowling.
The conditions are
described as “challeng-
ing”  rather  than
“unfair.” There’s praise
for old-fashioned, com-
petitive cricket.

This reveals a clear dou-
ble standard in how
cricket judges playing
conditions. When
matches finish quickly
on turning tracks in
Asia, it’s seen as a pitch
failure. When the same
thing happens on seam-
ing tracks in England,
Australia, or other pace-
friendly countries, it’s
viewed as proper Test
cricket.

The truth is simple: both
situations are the same.
In both cases, the pitch

yggr

is offering extreme help
to bowlers. In both
cases, skilled bowlers
are exploiting those
conditions well. And in
both cases, international
batsmen from both
teams are struggling
badly.

If we’re going to criti-
cize pitches that end
matches in two days,
that criticism should
apply everywhere -—
whether the ball is spin-
ning in Mumbai or
seaming in Manchester.
If we’re going to cele-
brate such matches as
exciting contests, then
that celebration should
also apply everywhere.
A bowler who takes
wickets on a helpful
pitch deserves credit,
whether that bowler is
Josh Tongue with a
seaming  ball  or

Ravichandran Ashwin
with a spinning one.
Neither should have
their achievements dis-
missed as “the pitch did
all the work.”

Cricket is a global game
played in different con-
ditions around the
world. Some places nat-
urally suit pace bowling,
others suit spin. This
variety is part of what
makes cricket interest-
ing. Home advantage
exists everywhere — fast,
bouncy pitches in
Australia help their pac-
ers just as turning pitch-
es in India help their
spinners.

The problem isn’t home
advantage or different
conditions. The problem
is applying different
standards to judge them.
When three out of four
innings don’t reach 155

www.samajweekly.com

The Double Standard in Cricket:
When England Won in Two Days

runs and a Test match
finishes in two days,
that should raise the
same questions regard-
less of location.

Fair governance means
consistent standards. If
the ICC is going to rate
pitches and potentially
penalize venues, those
ratings must be applied
equally. A match finish-
ing in two days with
collective scores under
180 is either acceptable
everywhere or nowhere.
Until cricket’s authori-
ties and commentators
apply the same stan-
dards to all conditions,
the sport will continue
to show bias toward cer-
tain styles of play over
others. This isn’t just
unfair — it disrespects
the rich diversity of con-
ditions and skills that

make cricket a truly
global game.

England won a thriller,
and that’s great. But let’s
be honest about what
the reaction would have
been if the same thriller
had unfolded in Asia
with a spinning ball
instead of a seaming
one.

Australia 152 & 132
England 110 & 178-6
England win by 4 wkts

Bal Ram Sampla
Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics
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Bangladesh’s Failed Attem

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
In August 2024, Bangladesh
went through major political
Sheikh
Hasina was removed from

changes when
power. The new interim
government wanted to
the  country’s
dependency on India. This
was part of growing tensions
between the two neighbor-
ing countries. Bangladesh
decided to try importing rice
and other foods from differ-
ent countries instead of
India.

Bangladesh tried to buy rice
from Pakistan, Turkey,
Egypt, and China. The goal
to diversify their
sources and not rely so heav-
ily on their neighbor. On the
surface, this seemed like a
reasonable plan to reduce

reduce

was

political and economic

dependency.
The Price Problem

However,
quickly discovered a major
problem: Indian rice was

Bangladesh

much cheaper. Rice from
India cost about $355 per
ton, while the same rice
from Pakistan cost $395 per
ton. That’s a difference of
$40 per ton. In local curren-
cy, Indian rice cost 43.51
taka per kilogram compared
to 48.30 taka per kilogram
from Pakistan.

For a country already facing
economic difficulties and
high inflation, these price
differences mattered enor-
mously. Bangladesh’s gov-
ernment simply didn’t have
enough money to pay the
higher prices for rice from
other countries.

The Dubai Repackaging
Scheme

Bangladesh then tried a cre-
ative  solution.  They
approached the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), specifical-
ly Dubai, with a proposal.
The idea was simple: Dubai
would buy Indian rice,
repackage it, and then sell it
to Bangladesh. This way,
Bangladesh could technical-
ly say they weren’t buying
directly from India, which
would help with political
optics at home.

The problem was that Dubai
doesn’t actually grow rice.
Dubai is a desert city that
imports rice itself, mainly
from India and Pakistan. So
this plan meant Bangladesh
would still be getting Indian
rice, just with an extra step in
between.

Why the Scheme Failed

The repackaging scheme
collapsed for several rea-
sons. First, it was obvious to
everyone that the rice was
still Indian. Bangladesh’s
own Food Department

Special

admitted that while the sup-
plier’s office was in Dubai,
the actual rice came from
India. The scheme fooled no
one.

Second, the extra costs
made it even more expen-
sive. Adding a middleman
in Dubai meant higher trans-
portation costs, repackaging
costs, and markup from the
intermediary. This made an
already expensive alterna-

tive even worse for
Bangladesh’s  struggling
economy.

Third, international trade
rules require proper country-
of-origin labeling. Simply
repackaging rice in Dubai
doesn’t change where it
actually came from. The rice
would still have to be
labeled as Indian in origin.

The Reality Check

Bangladesh tried to avoid
buying onions from India as

well, but when onion prices
skyrocketed to 150 taka per

kilogram, they had to
resume imports from India
to control prices and keep
food affordable for ordinary

citizens.

By late 2024, reality had set
in. Bangladesh started
importing rice directly from
India again. The first ship-
ment of 27,000 tonnes
arrived as part of a larger
agreement to buy 200,000
tonnes. Private importers
also received permission to
import 1.6 million tonnes
from India.

The Lesson

Bangladesh’s attempt to
reduce dependency on India
teaches an important lesson
about economics and geog-
raphy. Sometimes political
desires clash with economic
reality. India
Bangladesh are neighbors

and
with deeply connected
economies. India can pro-
vide rice more cheaply
because of proximity, estab-
lished trade routes, and com-

pt to Avoi

petitive pricing,

While political independ-
ence is important, countries
also need to consider practi-
cal economics, especially
when it comes to essential
items like food. Bangladesh
discovered that trying to
avoid Indian rice through
expensive alternatives or
complicated repackaging
schemes simply wasn’t sus-
tainable when the country
was facing food security
concerns and inflation.

In the end, economic prag-
matism won over political
preferences. Bangladesh
needed affordable rice to
feed its population, and
India remained the most
practical source, regardless
of the political relationship

between the two countries.
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Gurdas Maan: From the Soil of Punjab to the Soul of the World

(Asian independent)

By Gurbhinder Guri
Some names are not merely spoken—they
are felt.
Gurdas Maan is one such name.
He is not just a singer, but a philosophy.
Not merely an artist, but an institution.
Not only an entertainer, but a living reflec-
tion of society.
In the global story of music and culture,
there are rare voices that rise from the dust
of small villages and echo across continents
without losing their essence. Gurdas Maan’s
voice did exactly that. Emerging from rural
Punjab, he did not leave Punjab behind—
instead, he carried Punjab with him and
transformed the world into his homeland.
A Cultural Ambassador Beyond Borders
When an artist’s voice crosses borders and
becomes the heartbeat of distant lands, he
ceases to be only a performer. He becomes a
cultural ambassador. The second phase of
Gurdas Maan’s career marked this transfor-
mation—when Punjabi folk sensibility met
global consciousness.
For more than four decades, Gurdas Maan
has represented Punjabi language, folk tradi-
tions, and social truth with unmatched sin-
cerity. In the history of Punjabi culture, very
few names transcend time to become histor-
ical documents themselves. Gurdas Maan is
one of them.
Roots That Shaped a Legend
Born on 4 January 1957 in Giddarbaha, a
small town in Punjab’s Muktsar district,
Gurdas Maan was raised in a farming

household. His father, Sardar Gurdev Singh
Maan, was a farmer, and his mother, Tej
Kaur, a homemaker. These humble roots
deeply influenced his artistic consciousness.
He completed his early education in
Giddarbaha and later studied in Malout and
at the National Institute of Sports, Patiala. A
lesser-known fact is that Maan was also a
gifted athlete and earned a black belt in
Judo—a reflection of the discipline that
would later define his artistic journey.

Music entered his life early. Practicing with

his younger brother Gurpanth Maan and
friend Hakam Sufi, young Gurdas sang
while Gurpanth played the banjo. Those
modest rehearsals would eventually shape
one of the most powerful voices in Indian
music history.

From Government Desk to Musical Destiny
Gurdas Maan began his professional career
with the Punjab State Electricity
Department. But destiny had other plans.
Listening to the call of music, he left the
security of a government job and stepped
into the uncertain world of Punjabi music.
His defining breakthrough came in 1980
with the release of “Dil Da Mamla”. The
song became an instant classic, turning him
into a household name overnight. By 1981,
with the album’s official release, Punjabi
music found a new voice—authentic, fear-
less, and deeply rooted.

What followed was extraordinary:

Nearly 300 iconic songs, around 36 albums,
and more than 350 recorded tracks that
shaped generations. Albums like Boot
Polishan, Jogiya, Punjab, Ibadat, and Ki
Banu Duniya Da are not just musical
works—they are cultural milestones.

A Voice Across Languages and Screens
Though synonymous with Punjabi music,
Gurdas Maan’s artistry transcended lan-
guage barriers. He sang in Hindi, Bengali,
Tamil, Haryanvi, and Rajasthani, proving
that authenticity speaks a universal lan-
guage.

His transition to cinema was not experimen-
tation—it was assertion. In the 1980s, when
Punjabi cinema struggled for credibility,
Gurdas Maan’s entry restored audience
faith. Beginning with Ucha Dar Babe Nanak
Da (1982), he went on to act in nearly 35
films across Punjabi, Hindi, and Tamil cine-
ma.

His portrayal of Waris Shah in Waris Shah:

Ishq Da Waris remains legendary, while his
appearance in Bollywood’s Veer-Zaara
placed Punjabi emotion on a global cine-
matic canvas.

Life, Loss, and Survival

Twice, fate pushed Gurdas Maan to the edge
of death.

In 2001, a tragic road accident near Ropar
claimed the life of his driver and close friend

Tejpal. Deeply shaken, Maan later immor-
talized the pain through a song dedicated to
him.

In 2007, another near-fatal accident near
Karnal left him critically injured. Once
again, he survived—an outcome his admir-
ers attribute to collective prayers.

These experiences deepened the spiritual
undertone of his art.

Honors That Followed Humility

Despite countless accolades, Gurdas Maan
remained grounded. Among his most presti-
gious honors are:

National Film Award for Best Male

Playback Singer

Doctorate in World Music — University of
Wolverhampton (2010)

Doctorate of Literature — Punjabi

University, Patiala (2012)

His MTV Coke Studio track “Ki Banu
Duniya Da” crossed 3 million views in a
week, reaffirming his relevance across gen-'
erations.

Controversy, Clarity, and Character

In later years, misinterpretations of his pas-
sionate defense of Punjabi language led to
controversies. Yet, his willingness to apolo-
gize and clarify revealed a larger truth—
greatness lies not in being flawless, but in
being accountable.

Even during moments of public opposition,
including the farmers’ protest, Gurdas Maan
spoke with humility, reminding audiences of
his lifelong service to Punjabi culture.

A Legacy Still Alive

Despite global fame, Gurdas Maan contin-
ues to sing at village fairs, religious gather-
ings, and cultural events. He serves as
Chairman of Dera Baba Murad Shah Trust,
actively contributing to humanitarian caus-
es.

Married to Manjit Maan, he is also a father
to Gurikk Maan, who is now contributing to

Punjabi cinema, carrying the legacy for-
ward.
The Unanswered Question
As time moves on, one question quietly
echoes across Punjab:
Who will carry the torch after Gurdas
Maan?
Until that answer arrives, we pray for his
health and long life—so that the voice that
turned Punjab into a global emotion contin-
ues to sing.
Ameen
Gurbhinder Guri
+00447951590424
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LOK SABHA: 22 LANGUAGES JOURNEY

The day of 30th March 1967
became a historic day in the first
session of the fourth Lok Sabha
of the Indian Parliament. On the
day when, 17 years after the
Indian Parliament began in
1950, a Member of Parliament
was allowed to speak in his
mother tongue, leaving aside
Hindi and English. Shri J. H.
Patel, Member of Parliament
from Shimoga (Karnataka) Lok
Sabha constituency (who later
became the Chief Minister of
Karnataka), got the right to
speak in the Lok Sabha in
Kannada Language. At that time,
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha
was Shri Neelam Sanjiva Reddy
(who later became the President
of India) and the Deputy
Speaker was Shri Raghunath
Keshav Khadilkar (Later
became  Minister).On  30th
March 1967, a discussion was
going on in the Lok Sabha about
the food situation in the country.
When it was his turn to speak in
the discussion, Shri J. H. Patel
sought permission to speak in
Kannada. This led to a contro-
versy in the Lok Sabha over
speaking in any language other
than Hindi and English. Shri J.
H. Patel asserted his right to
speak in his own language under
Article 120 of the Constitution
and insisted on his demand. (At
that time, the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution included 14 lan-
guages, including Kannada)
Some members in the House
started arguing in favor of
Patel's demand and some against
it. In this controversy, one mem-
ber was sent out of the House,
while some other members
walked out of the House. In the
House, Article 120 of the consti-
tution, before speaking other
than English or Hindi languages
a copy of the speech should be
presented in Hindi or English,
Rule 115, whether he can not
speak Hindi or English, arrange-
ments, translation of the speech,
translators, interpreters, simulta-
neous interpretation, and simul-
taneous interpreters etc. many
issues were debated and dis-
cussed.Shri George Fernandes,
Member of Parliament from
Bombay East Lok Sabha con-
stituency (who later became the
Defence Minister), who was a

English, Hindi, Marathi, Tamil,
Malayalam, Urdu and Latin),
said that he would translate their
speech. In opposition to this, a
member said that it would take
double the time. A member said
that there are 1400 languages,
who will allow whom?The
Speaker said that I understand
this language. If there is any
mistake, I can see it.Let them
speak.Permission was thus
granted and Shri J. H. Patel par-
ticipated in the discussion in
Kannada. Thus, the induction of
regional languages in Parliament
was made.On the same day, Shri
Chitti  Babu, Member of
Parliament from Chingalapta
(Tamil Nadu) Lok Sabha con-
stituency, was also granted per-
mission to speak in
Tamil.Article 120 of the
Constitution:- Language to be
used in Parliament. - (1)
Notwithstanding anything in
Part XVII, but subject to the
provisions of article 348, busi-
ness in Parliament shall be
transacted in Hindi or in
English:Provided that the
Chairman of the Council of
States or Speaker of the house of
the People, or person acting as
such, as the case may be, may
permit any member who cannot
adequately express himself in
Hindi or in English to address
the House in his mother-
tongue.Languages listed in the
Eighth  Schedule of the
Constitution of India [Articles
344(1) and 351]:- 1. Assamese,
2. Bengali, 3. Gujarati, 4. Hindi,
5. Kannada, 6. Kashmiri, 7.
Malayalam, 8. Marathi, 9. Odia,
10. Punjabi, 11. Sanskrit, 12.
Tamil, 13. Telugu, 14. Urdu, 15.
Sindhi [Added by section 2 of
the Constitution (Twenty-first
Amendment) Act, 1967 (w.e.f.
10.04.1967)] 16. Konkani, 17.
Manipuri, 18. Nepali [All three
languages added by section 2 of
the Constitution (Seventy-first
Amendment) Act, 1992 (w.e.f.
31.08.1992)] 19. Bodo, 20.
Dogri, 21. Maithili, 22. Santhali
[All four languages were added
by Section 2 of the Constitution
(Ninety second Amendment)
Act, 2003 (w.e.f.
07.01.2004)].Now there are 22
languages in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution.

being loves his mother, mother
tongue and mother land very
much. The function of language
is to communicate feelings and
thoughts. There is a saying that
language changes at every cor-
ner. Every person can express
himself best in his mother
tongue and can understand in his
mother tongue. Article 120 of
the Constitution of India also
allows addressing in his mother
tongue. There have been
demands from the members of
Parliament to address and listen
in their mother tongue, and
efforts have been made by the
governments from time to time
for this purpose.The Department
of Simultaneous Interpretation
Services in Parliament converts
the addresses made by the mem-
bers of Parliament into other
languages and simultaneously
delivers them in the preferred
language of other members.The

A

Jaswant Singh
Mobile 9996650048
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provision of simultaneous inter-
pretation (translation/interpreta-
tion of the words of a person
into another language in real-
time) was initially limited to
Hindi and English only. In order
to address in any language other
than Hindi and English, the
members of Parliament had to
give prior written notice so that
an interpreter/translator of that
language could be arranged and
that interpreter could change the
language and deliver it to the
other members. This gave the
members of Parliament the facil-
ity of listening in three lan-
guages (the language of the orig-

languages remained the same.
MPs kept demanding the facility
of simultaneous interpretation in
all the 22 languages of the
Eighth Schedule so that every
member could hear and under-
stand the address in Parliament
in his own language and deliver
his address in his mother
tongue.Sincere efforts were
made by the Government to pro-
vide the facility of simultaneous
interpretation  (one  person
speaking in his own language
and others listening in their own
language) in 22 languages in
Parliament almost six years
back. The work was started and
the responsibility for this work
was entrusted to the Department
of Simultaneous Interpretation
Services in Parliament and other
departments.A  simultaneous
interpretation system enables
real-time, simultaneous transla-
tion/interpretation of the words
of a speaker, which allows an
audience to hear the message in
their preferred language without
interrupting the flow of the
speaker. The system typically
includes microphones for the
speaker and interpreter(s), a
soundproof booth for the inter-
preter, headphones for audience
members to hear the
translated/interpreted
audio/(voice), and a transmis-
sion method (such as infrared or
Wi-Fi, etc.) to transmit the audio
from the interpreter to the audi-
ence. These systems are essential
for international conferences,
parliaments, legislative assem-
blies, multilingual meetings, and
other events where seamless,
interlingual communication is
essential.History of the Origins
of Simultaneous Interpretation:-
The widespread use of simulta-
neous interpretation began with
the Nuremberg Trials
(1945-1946), although its foun-
dations were laid in the 1930s,
its definitive practical applica-
tion grew in popularity during
the Nuremberg Trials in
1945-1946, a series of military
tribunals by the Allied forces of
World War II establishing the
model for simultaneous interpre-
tation. Lieutenant Leon
Dorstedt, the chief organizer of
the trials, led teams of simulta-
neous interpretation/interpreters,

ing concept and initial equip-
ment were developed in the
1920s by Edward Filen and Alan
Gordon Finlay. (The first set of
simultaneous interpreting/inter-
preting equipment was invented
by Edward Filen. His patent, reg-
istered in 1926, was later
acquired by IBM).Filen con-
ceived the idea for real-time
interpreting, and with Finlay,
developed the "Filen-Finlay
Simultaneous Interpreter". While
the technology existed earlier,
the Nuremberg Trials demon-
strated the effectiveness of
simultaneous interpreting for
large, multilingual events, lead-
ing to its adoption in 1947 by all
six official languages of the
United Nations (Arabic,
Chinese, English, French,
Russian, Spanish) and establish-
ing it as a standard for interna-
tional communication. Work
began on the introduction of
simultaneous interpretation for
22 languages in the Lok Sabha of
the Indian Parliament. Work was
done by engaged 5-5 consultant
simultaneous interpreters (con-
sultant interpreters) in each lan-
guage and their training was
imparted and completed.
Infrastructure and technology
related work was completed.In
the Winter Session of the Indian
Parliament 2023, the work of
simultaneous interpretation in the
Lok Sabha started in 10 languages
(1. Assamese, 2. Bengali, 3.
Gujarati, 4. Kannada, 5.
Malayalam, 6. Marathi, 7. Odia, 8.
Punjabi, 9. Tamil, 10. Telugu) out
of the 22 languages included in the
Eighth Schedule. On 31.01.2025,
it also started in 6 more languages
(11. Bodo, 12. Dogri, 13. Maithili,
14. Manipuri, 15. Sanskrit, 16.
Urdu). On 21.07.2025, it was also
started in 2 other languages (17.
Nepali, 18. Sindhi).  On
18.08.2025, it was also started in 3
other languages (19. Kashmiri, 20.
Konkani, 21. Santhali). It was
already running in 22. Hindi and
23. English.In this way, by starting
simultaneous interpretation in 23
languages, the Lok Sabha of India
created a history in the world.The
work of bringing the proceedings
of the Parliament to the people of
the world with simultaneous inter-
pretations is being done by Sansad
TV.The start of simultaneous

resident of Mangalore There are demands from the cit- inal address (floor language), who provided communication in interpretation in 23 languages
(Karnataka) and knew ten lan- izens of the country to include Hindi and English) instead of four languages (German, should also find a place in the
guages including Kannada other languages in the Eighth two. But the problem of MPs English, French and Guinness Book of Records.JAI
(Kannada, Konkani, Tulu, Schedule as well.Every living who did not know these three Russian).Although the underly- HIND
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