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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

Sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

FLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl- Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com

Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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78 & naeEr agfent I3 T ufas

A3yt & weeydt €8 99 aEs
Bt 7-7 AB-fexara »i3 AT yuniT,
83" '3 AU U3HT it & AT Walls &It
At ug Af3gIt & TIeH ABHIT B3¢
3= feaariT »3 gH dtes fRwt St
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ab

V(toZ )

*g Ug digerst fAy fefsom re I
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éDear SirlMadam

The Management, Staff and Students of

BODHISATVA DR. BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
PUBLIC SCHOOL, CHIMUR, Dt. Chandrapur (M.S.)

Cordially invite you for the
ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATION

on

Thursday, 1st January, 2026 f

at 11.30 am
PRESIDENT
Ayu. Prakash Wankhede,

President Bodhisatva Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Public School Chimur

CHIEF GUEST
Dr. Santosh Thite

Add. Collector, Chimur
Mr. Shridhar Rajmane Sir
Tahsildar, Tahsil office Chimur
Mrs. Archana Wanjari,
CEOQO, Nagar Parishad, Chimur
Mr. Dinesh Labade
Police Inspector, Police SEAtOTM@Ehimur
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Mr. VishalBeslilaie

Principal
Mr. Siddharth Jilte
BBAPS, Chimur
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Indian Workers Association urges UK ministers to consider
Australia-style social media ban for under-16s

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
By Staff Reporter
The Indian Workers
Association  (Great
Britain) has written to
senior UK ministers
and the Prime Minister
calling for a legal ban
on social media use for
children under the age
of 16, warning that
existing online safety
measures are failing to
protect young people
from serious and grow-

ing harm.
Letters have been sent
to Peter Kyle MP,
Secretary of State for
Science, Innovation
and Technology, and
Kanishka Narayan MP,
Minister for Al and
Online Safety, with a
copy sent to the Prime
Minister. The
Association has urged
the Government to con-
sider adopting an
Australia-style  ban,
which was introduced
following evidence of
widespread online
harm to children.
UK evidence behind
the call
The Indian Workers
Association said its
intervention was based
on a growing body of
UK evidence linking
social media exposure
to criminal exploitation,
substance misuse and
mental health harm.
UK research shows that
one in nine teenagers

has been approached by
criminal networks to
move drugs, weapons
or money, often
through contact initiat-
ed online or via social
media platforms.

The organisation also
highlighted  official
government  figures
showing a sharp rise in
drug and alcohol harm
among children and
young people.
According to data pub-
lished by the
Department of Health
and Social Care, 14,352
children and young
people under the age of
18 were in contact with
drug and alcohol treat-
ment  services  in
England between April
2023 and March 2024,
representing a 16%
increase on the previ-
ous year.

The same figures show
that four in five young
people in treatment first
began using substances
before the age of 15,
while more than half
reported using multiple
substances. Nearly half
said they also required
mental health support,
underlining the close
connection  between
addiction, psychologi-
cal distress and wider
social influences.

The Association said
these statistics demon-
strate that harm is start-
ing at an increasingly
young age and that cur-
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Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
Indian Workers Association (G.B.).

rent approaches focus
too heavily on crisis
response rather than
prevention.

Online abuse and
exploitation concerns
In addition to health
and crime data, the
Association pointed to
the UK Government’s
own policy updates on
tackling child sexual
abuse and exploitation,
which recognise the
growing risks children
face online.

Recent  government
statements highlight the
role of digital platforms
in facilitating groom-
ing, abuse and exploita-
tion, and confirm that
online safety has
become a central part of
national child protec-
tion policy. While new
duties have been placed
on technology compa-
nies under the Online
Safety Act, the Indian

Workers Association
argues that these meas-
ures do not go far
enough in preventing
exposure in the first
place.

Australia cited as inter-
national precedent

The organisation has
urged ministers to look
closely at Australia’s
decision to ban children
under 16 from using
major social media
platforms, including
TikTok,  Instagram,
Facebook, Snapchat, X
and YouTube.
Australia acted after a
government-commis-
sioned study found that
96% of children aged
10 to 15 were using
social media, with
seven in ten exposed to
harmful content such as
violence, misogyny,
eating-disorder promo-
tion and suicide-related
material. One in seven

reported  grooming-
type behaviour, while
more than half experi-
enced cyberbullying.
Under Australia’s
approach, responsibili-
ty lies with technology
companies rather than
parents or children,
with fines of up to
A$49.5 million for seri-
ous or repeated breach-
es.

“A child protection
issue”

Sital Singh  Gill,
General Secretary of
the Indian Workers
Association (GB), said
the issue should be
treated as one of child
safety rather than free
speech.

“This is not about cen-
sorship or taking away
young people’s voic-
es,” he said.

“It is about protecting
children from online
harm, criminal
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exploitation and seri-
ous damage to their
mental health.”
Referring to the UK
treatment figures, he
added:

“When government
data shows more than
14,000 children need-
ing drug or alcohol
treatment in a single
year, many starting
before the age of 15, it
1s clear that prevention
must start much earli-
er.”

A wider debate

While the UK has
introduced new online
safety rules and
expanded efforts to
tackle online abuse
and exploitation, it has
not imposed an out-
right ban on social
media use by under-
16s. Ministers have
said they are monitor-
ing international
developments.

Other countries,
including Denmark,
Norway and France,
are also exploring age-
based restrictions.

The Indian Workers
Association said the
UK should act deci-
sively, warning that
further delay risks
exposing more chil-
dren to harm.

“Our children are not
test subjects for tech-
nology companies,”
Mr Gill said. “They
are the future of our
society.”
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The Dhurandhar Paradox; Pakistan’s Public Ban and Private Pleasure

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
In today’s world, a strange story is
unfolding in  Pakistan. The
Bollywood film ‘Dhurandhar’, star-
ring Ranveer Singh, has been offi-
cially banned in the country. The
government says the movie shows
Pakistan in a bad light and spreads
“anti-Pakistan” messages. But here’s
the twist: millions of Pakistanis are
watching it anyway, dancing to its
music at weddings and parties, and
even politicians who support the ban
are being caught enjoying the film’s
songs. This situation shows us how
government bans often fail in the
digital age, and how public actions
don’t always match private behavior.
The Official Ban

Pakistan banned ‘Dhurandhar’ along
with several Gulf countries like
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The gov-
ernment objected to how the film
portrays sensitive events from
Pakistan’s history, including the
1999 Kandahar plane hijacking and
the 2008 Mumbai attacks. Officials
called it “negative propaganda”
against Pakistan.

The ban wasn’t just about stopping
the film from playing in cinemas.
Bilawal Bhutto’s own political party,
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
even filed a court case in Karachi.
They complained that the film used
images of the late Benazir Bhutto
without permission and demanded
legal action against the cast and crew.
From the outside, it looked like
Pakistan was united in rejecting this
film. Politicians spoke against it.
Courts heard complaints about it.
The message was clear:
‘Dhurandhar’ was not welcome in
Pakistan.

The Reality on the Ground
But reality tells a very different story.
Despite all the official anger and
legal action, Dhurandhar has become
one of the most popular films in
Pakistan. Within just two weeks of its
release, at least 2 million people in
Pakistan had downloaded it illegally.
This makes it the most pirated Indian
film in Pakistan’s recent history,
beating even huge hits like Shah
Rukh  Khan’s  ‘Raees’ and
Rajinikanth’s ‘2.0’

People are finding creative ways to
watch the film. They use torrent sites,

Telegram channels, underground
streaming services, and VPNs. The
downloads are coming through
servers in Sri Lanka, Nepal, and
Malaysia. Even though Pakistan’s
intelligence agency, the ISI, is moni-
toring the internet for the movie, they
have completely failed to stop it. The
ban has actually made people more
curious about the film, not less inter-
ested.
The Wedding Dance Floor
Phenomenon

Perhaps the most interesting part of
this story is what’s happening at
Pakistani weddings and parties. The
song “FA9LA” from Dhurandhar has
become a massive hit. DJs are play-
ing it at celebrations across the coun-
try. Young people are dancing to it.
Social media is full of videos show-
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ing Pakistanis creating reels and
memes about the film and its music.
The song has become so popular that
it’s now a party favorite. People who
may have never seen the full film still
know the tune and dance to it. The
catchy beat has crossed all borders
and barriers that the government
tried to put up.
Bilawal Bhutto’s Contradiction

The biggest irony of all involves

Bilawal Bhutto himself. This is the
same politician whose party filed
legal complaints against the film. His
party called for action against the
filmmakers. They objected to how
the movie used his mother’s images.
Yet a viral video shows Bilawal
Bhutto at a party where the song
“FA9LA” from Dhurandhar is play-
ing in the background. There he sits
on stage with other guests, while the
music from the banned film fills the
air. The video spread quickly on
social media, and people immediate-
ly noticed the contradiction.

In public, Bilawal Bhutto’s party
condemns the film. They support the
ban. They take it to court. But in pri-
vate, at parties and celebrations, the
same music plays and nobody seems
to mind. This perfectly captures the
gap between public statements and
private enjoyment that defines
Pakistan’s relationship with this film.
This whole situation teaches us sev-
eral important lessons. First, govern-
ment bans don’t work the way they
used to. In the age of the internet,
VPNs, and file sharing, stopping
people from accessing content is
nearly impossible. The harder
authorities try to block something,
the more people want to see it.
Second, cultural connections are
stronger than political divisions.
Despite all the tension between India
and Pakistan, people on both sides
still enjoy each other’s music, films,
and entertainment. Bollywood has
fans in Pakistan no matter what the
government says.

Third, there’s often a big difference
between what leaders say in public
and what they do in private.
Politicians may support bans and
restrictions for political reasons, but

they’re still human beings who enjoy
popular culture like everyone else.
Conclusion

The story of Dhurandhar in Pakistan
1s really a story about modern life. It
shows how technology has changed
the power balance between govern-
ments and citizens. It reveals the con-
tradictions in how we present our-
selves publicly versus how we
behave privately. And it demon-
strates that cultural connections
between people can survive even
when political relationships are diffi-
cult.

Bilawal Bhutto, sitting at a party with
a banned film’s music playing, is the
perfect symbol of this contradiction.
He represents a generation of leaders
who must navigate between political
necessity and personal reality,
between public positions and private
preferences.

In the end, millions of Pakistanis are
watching Dhurandhar, dancing to its
music, and sharing it with friends.
The ban has failed. The downloads
continue. The wedding DJs keep
playing “FA9LA.” And somewhere,
politicians who condemned the film
might just be tapping their feet to the
beat when nobody’s looking.

This 1s the paradox of our connected
world: you can ban something offi-
cially, but you cannot ban it from
people’s hearts, phones, and dance
floors.
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The Forgotten Hero: Princess Indira Devi Kaur of Kapurthala

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
History often remembers wars
through the lens of generals,
statesmen, and ground-breaking
battles. Yet countless individuals
whose courage and determina-
tion shaped the course of events
fade into obscurity, their contri-
butions buried beneath the
weight of more celebrated narra-
tives. Among these overlooked
figures stands Princess Indira
Devi Kaur of Kapurthala, a
woman whose defiance of con-
vention and service during
World War II made her both an
inspiration and a role model for
women of her generation and
beyond.

Born in 1912 as the eldest
grandchild of Maharaja Jagatjit
Singh of Kapurthala, Princess
Indira grew up in a world of
privilege and strict expectations.
Indian royalty, particularly
women, were expected to live
within carefully prescribed
boundaries—arranged mar-
riages, ceremonial duties, and
lives sheltered from the wider
world. But at twenty-three,
Princess Indira made a choice
that scandalized her family and
Indian society: she secretly fled
to London to pursue her dream
of becoming an actress,
enrolling at the prestigious
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.

This act of rebellion was
extraordinary for its time. In
1935, for an Indian princess to
abandon her family’s wishes and
venture alone to pursue a career
in the arts required remarkable
courage. She was rejecting not
just her family’s authority but
the entire social structure that
confined women to predeter-
mined roles. Her decision
declared that a woman’s dreams
and ambitions mattered, that she
had the right to choose her own
path regardless of birth or
expectation.

When War Demanded Action

When World War II erupted,
Princess Indira could have
remained safely distant from the
conflict, pursuing her
Hollywood ambitions or retreat-
ing to the comfort of her privi-
leged background. Instead, she
made another defining choice:
she would serve.

Her first role was as an ambu-
lance driver during the Blitz.
Night after night, as German
bombs rained down on London,
she navigated darkened streets
to rescue the wounded and
dying. After passing the St John

Ambulance examination, she
drove motor ambulances
through some of the most dan-
gerous conditions imaginable.
This was no ceremonial position
or safe administrative role—it
was dangerous, exhausting work
that required physical courage
and mental fortitude. The
princess who had grown up in
palaces now pulled victims from
rubble and transported them
through streets lit by flames.

She then took on the role of
postal censor, a position requir-
ing intelligence, judgment, and
an understanding of the delicate
balance between security and
morale. Censors had to identify
information that could aid the
enemy while being sensitive to
the psychological needs of sol-
diers and civilians whose letters
were their only connection to
loved ones. It was meticulous,
psychologically demanding
work that most people would
never know about or appreciate.

The Voice
Millions

That Reached

Perhaps Princess Indira’s most
significant wartime contribution
came when she joined the BBC
in 1942. As political correspon-
dent for the India team, she
worked alongside  George
Orwell with a specific mission:
to enlist Indian support for the
war effort. This was no simple
task. India was under British
colonial rule, and many Indians
questioned why they should
fight for an empire that denied
them freedom. Independence
movements were  gaining
strength, and the relationship
between Britain and India was
fraught with tension.

Into this complex political land-
scape stepped Princess Indira,
broadcasting in Hindustani to
Indian forces serving in the
Middle East and Mediterranean.
Her voice reached soldiers who
were far from home, fighting in
unfamiliar lands for uncertain
reasons. As a fellow Indian, she
could speak to them with cultur-
al understanding and authentici-
ty that British broadcasters
could not. She became a link
between these men and their
homeland, a reminder of what
they were protecting, and a
source of information and
morale.

The significance of her work
becomes clear when we consider
the scale: approximately 2.5
million Indians served in World
War II, forming the largest vol-

Princes Indira Dei Kaur
of Kapurthala

unteer army in history. These
men fought on multiple fronts,
from North Africa to Burma,
suffering casualties and endur-
ing hardships that history has
often marginalized. Princess
Indira’s broadcasts acknowl-
edged their service, honored
their sacrifice, and helped main-
tain the connection between
these soldiers and the land they
defended.

o
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A Model of Female Courage and
Agency

What makes Princess Indira
Devi Kaur such an important
role model is not just what she
did, but what her choices repre-
sented. In an era when women’s
roles were severely con-
strained—particularly for
women of color and those from
traditional societies—she
demonstrated that women could
be brave, capable, and essential
to national survival.

She showed that women could
drive  ambulances through
bombing raids with the same
courage as any man. She proved
that women had the intellectual
capacity and judgment for sensi-
tive government work. She
demonstrated that women’s
voices mattered in the public

sphere, that they could inform,
inspire, and influence on a mass
scale. Each of these acts chal-
lenged prevailing assumptions
about women’s capabilities and
proper roles.

Moreover, she did all this while
navigating multiple layers of
identity and expectation. As an
Indian woman in Britain during
wartime, she faced both racial
prejudice and gender discrimi-
nation. As a princess, she was
expected to remain decorative
and distant. As a broadcaster
working with men like Orwell,
she had to prove herself in an
overwhelmingly male profes-
sional environment. Yet she per-
severed, carving out a career
that would last over three
decades at the BBC, often being
the only woman in the House of
Commons Press Gallery as she
covered political programs until
1968.

Why History Forgot Her

The forgetting of Princess Indira
Devi Kaur is not accidental. It
reflects broader patterns in how
history is recorded and remem-
bered. Women’s contributions to
war efforts have historically
been minimized or relegated to
support roles, even when they
performed dangerous and essen-
tial work. The contributions of
colonial and non-white popula-
tions to Allied victory have been
systematically underrepresented
in mainstream narratives that
focus on  European and
American heroes.

Additionally, Princess Indira’s
story complicates simple narra-
tives. She was both privileged
and marginalized, both insider
and outsider. She served the
British war effort while being
from a colonized nation. She
worked alongside the establish-
ment while defying traditional
expectations for women of her
status. These complexities don’t
fit neatly into conventional his-
torical frameworks, making her
easier to overlook than to
explain.

The nature of her work also con-
tributed to her obscurity.
Broadcasting and censorship,
while crucial, don’t provide the
dramatic visual imagery that
captures popular imagination.
There are no photographs of her
charging up a beach or flying a
plane—just the steady, unglam-
orous work of showing up night
after night to speak into a micro-
phone or review letters, work
whose impact was real but dif-
fuse.

Reclaiming Her Legacy

Princess Indira Devi Kaur
deserves to be remembered not
as a footnote but as a central fig-
ure in understanding World War
II’s human complexity. Her life
offers insights into the contribu-
tions of Indian forces, the role of
women in wartime, the power of
media and communication in
modern warfare, and the courage
it takes to defy social expecta-
tions in pursuit of meaningful
work.

For contemporary women, her
story remains powerfully rele-
vant. She reminds us that
courage takes many forms—the
courage to leave comfort behind,
the courage to serve even when
that service goes unrecognized,
the courage to speak when oth-
ers expect silence, and the
courage to persist in spaces that
were never designed to include
you.

She also reminds us that histo-
ry’s silence about certain people
and their contributions is not
natural or inevitable but the
result of choices about whose
stories we tell and preserve. By
reclaiming Princess Indira’s
story, we take a small step
toward a more complete and
honest historical record—one
that recognizes the full diversity
of people who shaped our world.
In the end, Princess Indira Devi
Kaur’s life stands as testament
to a simple but profound truth:
that ordinary heroism, sustained
over time and in the face of
indifference, can be as important
as any celebrated act of valor.
Her voice, broadcast across
thousands of miles to soldiers
who needed connection and pur-
pose, may have faded from col-
lective memory, but the impact
of her choices—to break free, to
serve, to speak—ripples forward
still, waiting for us to listen and
remember.

History may have forgotten the
Radio Princess, but her example
endures: that women can be
brave, capable, and essential,
and that the courage to choose
one’s own path can be the most
revolutionary act of all.
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The Hina Mir Case: When a Labour Councilor Broke Employment Laws

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
In January 2024, Labour
councillor Hina Mir was
convicted of a serious crime
that shocked many people.
She was found guilty of
employing an illegal worker
and was fined £40,000. This
case raises important ques-
tions about how people in
positions of power should
behave.
Hina Mir is a councillor for
Hounslow, West London.
She 1is also a qualified
solicitor, which means she
is a legal professional who
should know the law very
In 2020,
served as the deputy mayor
of Hounslow. This makes
her actions even more trou-
bling because she held a
position of public trust.
What Did She Do?
Mir hired a woman named
Himanshi Gongley from
India to work as a nanny for
her two children. The prob-
lem was that Gongley’s stu-
dent visa had expired in
March 2023, which meant
she no longer had the legal
right to work in the UK.
Despite this, Mir employed
her and paid her £1,200 per
month in cash.
Paying someone “cash in
hand” means the money was
given  directly
going through proper chan-
nels. This allows employers
to avoid paying taxes and
national insurance, and it
means have no
paper trail to prove their
employment. This leaves
workers extremely vulnera-
ble.

well. she even

without

workers

How Was This

Discovered?
The situation came to light
in August 2024 when

Gongley flagged down a
police car. She told officers
that she had been physically
abused being
forced to work on call 24
hours a day, six days a
week. This means she was
expected to be available
almost all the time with
very little rest.

and was

When the case went to
court, Mir tried to defend
herself by claiming that
Gongley not an
employee at all. She said
the young woman was just a
“social visitor” who came
to her house to “play video
games, to watch TV and to
chill.” However, Judge
Stephen Hellman did not
believe this explanation. He
found many problems with
Mir’s story and ruled that
the nanny was telling the
truth.

There are several reasons
why Mir’s actions were
deeply wrong:
1.Breaking Immigration

Laws

Employing someone with-
out the legal right to work
is a criminal offense. It
undermines the immigration
system and can help people
stay in the country illegally.
2. Exploiting a Vulnerable
Person Because Gongley
had no legal status, she had
very few rights. She could
not complain to authorities
without risking deportation.
This put her in an extremely
weak position, and Mir took
advantage of this.

3. Cash Payments

By paying cash, Mir avoid-
ed her legal responsibilities
as an employer. She did not
pay proper taxes or provide
employment protections.
This left Gongley with no
sick pay, no pension contri-
butions, and no proof of her
work.

4. Abuse of Power

As a councillor and a solic-
itor, Mir was in a position
of authority and trust. She
was supposed to uphold the
law, not break it. Her
actions showed a complete
disregard for the responsi-
bilities of her position.

5. Poor Working Conditions
The allegations that
Gongley worked 24 hours
on call for six days a week
suggest she was overworked
and had little freedom or
rest time.

In December 2024, Mir lost
an appeal against her con-

was

viction. The court upheld

the £40,000 fine and
ordered her to pay an addi-
tional £3,620 in court costs.

What happened after the
conviction has caused even
more controversy. Despite
being convicted of a crimi-
nal offense, Mir was not
immediately suspended by
the Labour Party. In fact, in
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May 2025, she was actually
appointed as Chair of the
Housing and Environment
Scrutiny Panel — a senior
position on the council.

This appointment sparked
outrage. Many people could
not understand how some-
one with a criminal convic-
tion for exploiting a vulner-
able worker could be given
such an important role.

Opposition councillors and
members of the public
called for her to step down.
Finally, in December 2025 —
nearly two years after her
initial conviction - the
Labour Party suspended Mir
from the party. This means
she can no longer officially
represent Labour. However,
she continues to serve as a
councillor, as party suspen-
sion does not automatically
remove someone from their
elected position.
Conservative councillors
continue to call for her full
resignation from the coun-
cil.

The Bigger Picture
This case is not just about
one councillor breaking the
law. It highlights a broader
problem of how some
employers exploit vulnera-
ble workers, especially
those without legal status.
People  without proper
immigration papers are
afraid to report abuse
because they fear being
deported. This fear makes
them easy targets for
exploitation.

When someone in a position
of power and trust behaves
this way, it is particularly
damaging. Councillors and
other public officials are
supposed to set an example
and protect vulnerable peo-

ple, not take advantage of
them.
Conclusion

The case of Hina Mir shows
what happens when some-
one abuses their position
and takes advantage of a
person. By
employing an illegal work-
paying cash, and
allegedly subjecting her to
poor working conditions
and abuse, Mir broke both
the law and the trust placed
in her as a public official.
Perhaps equally troubling is
happened after her
conviction. The fact that
she was given a senior
council position in May
2025 — months after being
convicted of a criminal
offense — raises serious
questions about accounta-
bility in local government.
It took nearly two years
from her conviction for the
Labour Party to finally sus-
pend her, and even then, she
remains in her elected posi-
tion.

vulnerable

er,

what

This case serves as an
important reminder that
everyone deserves fair

treatment at work, regard-
less of their immigration
status. It also shows that
people in positions of
power must be  held
accountable when they
break the law — and that this
accountability should be
swift and meaningful, not
delayed for years.
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Is Colonial democracy a tool kit
towards private monopoly

Vladimir Putin’s annual Q and A Press Conference is simply outstanding

#Russian President #VladimirPutin‘s #annualevent
of Question Answer with people of #russia and Press
conference along with it fascinating and a must
watch. T don’t think that any other world leader has
the capacity to take on such diverse range of ques-
tions and answer them with great courage of convic-
tion. This event actually takes place every year
before the #Christmas and President Putin answers
question from the common Russian and international
media gathered in Moscow. An average time for this
event is four and a half hour. According to reports,
nearly 5 million questions came to President Putin’s
office and they selected around 80 for his response
apart from live questions from international media
present there. Putin does not need advisers or assis-
tants to respond to these questions. He deal with
them directly.

Putin has always been comfortable with the media
and can give them his narrative and perhaps carry the
great legacy of the former communist leaders such as
Fidel
Mondela. All these leaders were considered as dicta-
tors and despot. Even a leader like Muammar
Gaddafi of Libya and Saddam Hussain of Iraq were
great orators. It is surprising that the leaders of so
called democratic countries rarely speak to their peo-
ple in such a detail as those in the autocracies. Hugo

Castro, Che Guevara and even Nelson

Chavez used to speak with great courage of convic-
tion but highly despised in the Western world.
Definitely, sense of freedom and individual liberty is
far better felt in the Western World. They have devel-
oped institutions for themselves and I would say that
we are better than them. Definitely, in colonial coun-
tries including India, though political democracy has
some how taken deep root yet socially, we remain
entrenched in hierarchical varna system. So a society
which is undemocratic in nature cant be politically
democratic too. The contradiction is everywhere in
every colonial society. My point is not suggest that
western societies have no democracy and I have
always admired Europe, its secular liberal values and
way of life. What is happening today is the wrong
policies of the political leadership which is pushing
the war agenda. It has become subservient to
American power which is a sad reflection of ‘real
independence’ of European nation, which ruled the
world including America once upon a time. Today,
they look plainly as vassal states of United State and
suffering from Russophobia. Most of the mainstream
media narrative in India actually emerge from the
Western media outlets which supply them the half
cooked stories about Russia, China or even Latin
America. Today, they don’t have time to publish or
hear Noam Chomsky, Edward Said or Jaffrey Sach.
Rather, they would blame them being communist
sympathisers. While I can understand the Western
media doing narrative as per its corporate interest,
what is shocking and surprising is the so-called sec-
ular liberal media in India jumping into the same nar-
rative. A few days back, a clip of #KaranThapar‘s
interview with #TavleenSingh on #TheWire on
President Putin’s visit to India and she used the term
‘despot’ and ‘monster’ for the man who is the leader
of the country which stood with #India through its
thick and think. Tavleen Singh’s agenda like that of
Shekhar Gupta are well known. They have increas-
ingly become irrelevant yet remain relevant for the
#Manustream #Baniamedia to promote their narrative
making the #Western world as the champion of #free-
dom and #liberty. They would make us believe in
#Democracy. Facts are otherwise. Things are not that

simple as being made to us. Yes, you are at liberty in
the west if you critique your country, your society
and your people. They then come out as people who

taught us ‘civilisation’. Sorry, I don’t have any such
idea. The fact of the matter whether it is Russia,
China, Vietnam, Cuba or Venezuela, there gover-
nance system is different than us. Let us accept that.
Don’t carry this baggage of democracy when your
children cant marry a girl or boy of their own choice.
Where is the democracy when you cant eat the food
of your choice and cant even say in public loudly
what you eat. Where is the democracy when people
are lynched in public. Right wing nationalism, super-
stition, growth of religious fanatic, fake news, grow-
ing corporate control, withdrawal of welfare state,
digital censorship are the ‘democratic’ system now
which are unsustainable and absolutely narrative
based. People have been forgotten in the entire dem-
ocratic debates. Even the ‘public intellectuals’ fear to
speak about people and their rights. Speaking about
legitimate constitutional rights of people will push
you to jail and you can not expect any relief from the
courts. In the ‘democratic system’ executive, parlia-
ment, judiciary and media are ‘complimentary’ which
make ‘communities’ seeking their legitimate rights
over resources, as real villain. At least Russia does
not have this system as the state still protect people,
provide them basic needs including medical, housing
and education.

We are told including that from people like
#Amartyasen about the ‘greatness’ of democracy.
What is there in India which China or Russia does
not have. Dont they have literature ? I think some of
the finest literature, stories emerged from Soviet
Russia and the Western scholars had no match to it.
Don’t they have good life style for people ? Do peo-
ple in Russia and China or Venezuela don’t live with
dignity ? are they suffering from hunger and malnu-
trition ? Are there moblynching ? Are they lacking
anything that the western world has and they dont
have ? Both Russia and China are a power house
today. Russia’s technological advances in space and
nueclear technology is far better and superior than its
western counterparts. Its military hardware is second

to none. China is growing economically. In India, the
#lalamedia made it look like as if Putin is virtually
begging to Narendra Modi or Russia need India more
than India need it. This is the western cunningness
through which they continue to berate Russia and its
leadership. A tiny country like Estonia can abuse
Russian leadership and call for dismembering it. This
is how EU function. Create pigmies to abuse the big
brother. How would it look like if Bhutan and
Maldive challenge India or Puretorico or other tiny
island nations challenge America or work against its
economic interests. Will any of these countries allow
such things to happen ? How can you suggest that
Russia will not act if any of its neighbouring coun-
tries become the puppet or vassal state of NATO ?
#PutinVladimir‘s popularity ratings is extremely
high in #Russia, much higher than his contempo-
raries elsewhere.

I am not suggesting that democracy is bad. What I am
saying is that we should stop judging people based
on the governance model of their countries. Russia
and China have a model that suit their country and
protect them from the Western influence. Western
nations can deal with democrats and dictators. Tell
us, who promoted General Zia and other military dic-
tators in various parts of the world ?

So, journalists on Amereican fellowships or
American bounties will never be able to speak up for
Russia. That is the one thing in the West. You can be
liberal. Speak on Dalits, tribals, minorities, human
rights or anything but when you speak of Russia even
the most liberals there become worst than dictator. A
praise for Russia is the last they can hear. It is time
for the Western world to listen to President Putin
carefully. Is he a war monger ?

The world does not need war. It need peace but how
? Will there be peace if the West keep on working on
its dream project of dismantling Russia. As long as
that is idea of deep state, there wont be peace.
Frankly, powerful big nations are not acceptable to
old colonial powers. They remain tiny nations and
are uncomfortable and hence keep instigating things
in other parts of the world in the name of human
rights, freedom and so on. What is happening in our

neighbour is not without active western support,
whether #Nepal or #Bangladesh or #Pakistan.

How many of the #Democratic leaders address the
people of their country or meet them like this. The
leader of the ‘biggest’ democracy cant take two ques-
tions from independent journalists and enjoy the
mock interviews.

Listening to those answers, you get many new ideas.
Russian government is actually promoting family
values and they need it. Frankly, it is the question of
their existence as their population is on decline to
President Putin has been encouraging for the same.
Every country has a right to frame policies that pro-
tect its future. Putin has promoted orthodox Christian
values in Russia yet he speak for rationality and sci-
entific knowledge. He does not hurt the religious
feelings of the people yet has the courage to speak up
categorically against irrationality. He said,
‘Satanism, occult services, sorcerers... this is non-
sense’. ‘We need to fight against it, but without vio-
lating human rights’.

President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela distributes
intellectual literature of #CheGuevara to people.
There is growing trend of intellectual debates in
these countries. I was amazed to see Che and other
left thinkers on the streets of #Bogota in #Colombia.
#FidelCastro was termed as a despote but he was
well read, and could respond to any western journal-
ist with his own counter questions. Che was a power-
ful thinker.

The problem with the capitalist liberal is that they
are here to create a narrative to ‘finish’ the state and
give everything to their ‘private’ friends. Today,
President Trump want to declare war on Venezuela
not because it has annexed American land which is a
blatant lie but to protect the American oil companies
and their business interests which Hugo Chavez had
nationalised long back. So, to protect the business
interest of big corporations, Trump want to enter
#Venezuela.

It would be good for people like The Wire and Karan
Thapar not ‘critiquing’
#NarendraModi as Champion of #civilliberty or

to jump on any one

#FreedomOfExpression. I can write a log about
#Arunshourie and his freedom but today he has
become Thapar’s most sought after person. Similarly
providing space to #Tavleen Singh was nothing but
allowing pure propagandist to speak up against the
Indian interests. Karan Thapar can ask people lot of
questions but don’t have guts to challenge the narra-
tive of these old fans of Narendra Modi who are now
speaking a different language because Modi has no
time for them. Do we need such people as voice of
secularism and liberalism in India.

AN

Vidya Bhushan Rawat
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Urgent Appeal to NCW: Initiate Legal Action Against Mr. Nitish Kumar,
Chief Minister of Bihar for publicly violating a Muslim woman’s dignity

To,

The Chairperson,
National Commission for
Women (NCW),

21, Jasola Institutional
Area,

New Delhi — 110025
Madam,

We the undersigned are
writing to you on behalf
of the All-India Feminist
Alliance (ALIFA) of the
National Alliance of
People’s Movements
(NAPM), seeking imme-
diate and firm legal
action in the light of a
recent outrageous inci-
dent, wherein Mr. Nitish
Kumar, Chief Minister of
Bihar publicly violated
the dignity of a woman
from a minority commu-
nity.

As has been widely
reported in print, elec-
tronic and social media;
on 15th December, 2025,
during a public event in
Patna where appointment
letters were distributed to
newly recruited AYUSH
doctors, the Chief
Minister forcibly pulled
down the naqab (face
veil) of Dr. Nusrat
Parveen, a Muslim
woman professional, after
exclaiming “What is
this?” and gesturing for
her to remove it herself.
This non-consensual act,
captured on video and
widely circulated, was
performed in front of
officials and dignitaries,
with none of them inter-

fering, leaving  the
woman visibly startled.
ALIFA condemns this

atrocious and anti-woman
behaviour in the strongest
terms. It is learnt from
reliable media reports
that as a result of this
shocking incident, Ms.
Parveen has decided not
to join government serv-
ice, for which she
received the appointment
letter.

Nitish Kumar’s behaviour
clearly exemplifies his
patriarchal entitlement
and is a profound viola-
tion of a women’s bodily
autonomy, personal dig-
nity, privacy and freedom
of religion. By physically
removing her veil, he
treated her body as ‘pub-
lic property’, rather than
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respecting her as an
autonomous adult and
qualified professional.
Whether a woman choos-
es to wear a veil, uncover
her face, or express her-
self in any other way, that
decision belongs to her
alone. Nobody, least of
all a Chief Minister, has
the right to invade a
woman’s personal space
or violate her dignity. It is
infact, the responsibility
of the state and its author-
ities to ensure the safety,
dignity, and freedom of
women in all spaces and
not publicly humiliate or
violate them.

The actions of Mr. Nitish
Kumar clearly constitute
offences under Section 74
(Assault or use of crimi-
nal force to woman with
intent to outrage her mod-
esty), Section 76 (Assault
or use of criminal force to
woman with intent to dis-
robe) and Section 79
(Word, gesture or act
intended to insult mod-
esty of a woman) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanbhita,
2023. His behaviour is
also a gross violation of
the woman’s fundamental
rights guaranteed by the
Constitution; including
Articles 14 (equality
before law), Article 15
(non-discrimination),
Article 19 (freedom of
expression), Article 21
(right to life with dignity)
and Article 25 (freedom
of religion).

This is a clear case of
gender oppression and
systemic misogyny inter-
secting with religious
bias and discrimination at
the highest levels. Nitish
Kumar’s behaviour
undermines the constitu-
tional guarantees of
equality, freedom of reli-
gion, and personal liberty,
while eroding trust in
public institutions meant
to protect, not violate,
women’s rights. Women

in India continue to fight
for safety, respect, and
freedom from unwanted
touch or control; whether
at homes, streets, work-
places, or public spaces.
When the highest elected
official in a state engages
in such conduct, it raises
grave (questions about
women’s safety and dig-
nity under his gover-
nance. This is not an iso-
lated lapse but part of a
pattern that diminishes
women’s autonomy.
Neither can this incident
be seen in isolation from
the growing pattern of
demonization of hijab,
burqa, skull caps, beard
etc.

We equally condemn the
faulty framing of this hor-
rific incident by some
sections as “fatherly
affection” or an attempt

to “highlight minority
women’s progress”.
These are patronizing

positions and reinforce
the very patriarchy they
claim to transcend. They
reduce a grown-up
woman to a non-adult,
needing guidance and
ignore the power imbal-
ance: a high-ranking male
politician publicly humil-
iating a female profes-
sional from a minority
community. We also
unequivocally condemn
the outrageous and dis-
gusting remarks of UP
Minister Mr. Sanjay
Nishad who said, “what
would have happened if

Nitish Kumar had
touched somewhere
else”!

In a country where

Muslim women already
face scrutiny and stereo-
types regarding their
clothing, such an act by a
key state leader normal-
izes the policing of
women’s bodies based on
their faith. It sends a dan-
gerous message that
women’s religious and

cultural expressions are
negotiable,  especially
when they inconvenience
those in power.

We are deeply disturbed
by this misogynistic and
discriminatory act in our
secular country, violating
a a woman’s dignity. Such
disgusting actions from
no less than a Chief
Minister send out very
problematic signals and
deepens the atmosphere
of fear amongst women
from minority communi-
ties, especially Muslim
women. We are also quite
dismayed that the NCW
hasn’t taken suo moto
cognizance of this serious
issue.

In the light of the above,
we call upon the National
Commission for Women
to immediately take suo
motu cognizance of this
serious incident and
ensure that:

Mr. Nitish Kumar, Chief
Minister of Bihar issues
an immediate and uncon-
ditional public apology to
the young woman and to
all women for his outra-
geous and unconstitution-
al act.

Legal action is initiated
against Mr. Nitish Kumar
under appropriate provi-
sions of law, (including
Sections 74, 76, 79 of the
BNS), for his behaviour
that has violated a
woman’s bodily autono-
my, dignity and constitu-
tional rights in full public
view.

Legal action is initiated
against  Mr. Sanjay
Nishad (Uttar Pradesh
Minister), and other pub-
lic personalities for their
objectionable comments
justifying Nitish Kumar’s
actions.

Adequate safety and pro-
tection, support with con-
sent, and exemplary com-
pensation be provided to
the aggrieved woman, for
the humiliation and men-

tal trauma suffered by
her.

Permanent Government
employment be provided
to Dr. Nusrat Parveen,
with full assurance of
dignity and safety.

The Govt of Bihar and
Govt of India takes
proactive measures to
safeguard the rights, dig-
nity and religious free-
dom of all women in the
state and the country,

especially those from
muslim and other minori-
ty faiths.

We call for accountabili-
ty, including introspec-
tion on how power
dynamics enable such
behaviour, and stronger
commitments to gender
sensitivity by those hold-
ing high public office. We
convey our full solidarity
to all women asserting
their autonomy and digni-
ty.

We hope you will look
into all the aforemen-
tioned concerns and
demands with the due
seriousness it deserves
and take firm action, to
uphold fairness and jus-
tice in this entire matter.
Thanking you,

Members of All India
Feminist Alliance
(ALIFA — NAPM)

1. Aatreyee, Activist,
Himachal Pradesh

2. Adv Albertina
Almeida, Goa

3. Adv Dr Shalu Nigam,
Delhi NCR

4. Adv Vertika Mani Org.
Secretary, PUCL

5. Akanksha Mehta,
Feminist Researcher

6. Anannya, PhD scholar,
Delhi

7. Anita
Bangalore
8. Ankuram Sumitra,
Social Activist, Hyd

9. Anuradha Banerji,
Sahehi & ALIFA, Delhi
and Jabalpur
10. Arundhati
NAPM UP

Cheria,

Dhuru,
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11. Arundhati
Bangalore
12. Bhanumathi Kalluri,
Activist, Hyderabad

Ghosh,

13. Chayanika Shah,
Mumbai
14. Deepthi, ALIFA
Telangana

15. Dr Sanju Sadaneera,
Rajasthan, ALIFA

16. Gabriele Dietrich,
Penn Urimay Iyakkam,
Madurai, Tamil Nadu

17. Geeta Charusivam,

Chennai

18. Gouthami, Trainer,
North Goa

19. Harpuneet Kaur,

Student, Punjab

20. J Devika, feminist
scholar, Kerala

21. K. Sajaya,
Independent journalist &
activist, Hyderabad

22. Kiran Shaheen,
Mental Health Campaigner
23. Mamata Dash, Activist,
New Delhi

24. Meera Sanghamitra,
ALIFA and NAPM
Telangana

25. Nandini Rao Akkaraju,
New Delhi

26. Nikita, Regenerative
Activist, Hyderabad

27. Plaksha Srivastava,
PhD Student, Delhi

28. Pranjali  Tripathi,
Researcher, Delhi

29. Preeti Oza,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat

30. Priyanka, Lawyer,
Lucknow, UP

31. Radhika Desali,

Porvorim, Goa

32. Radhika Ganesh, Ek
Potlee Ret Ki and Young
People for Politics, Tamil
Nadu

33. Sagari R Ramdas, Food

Sovereignty Alliance,
Telangana

34. Seema Azad, PUCL UP
35. Shahira Naim,
Lucknow

36. Shilpa Parthan,
Researcher

37. Shiva, Researcher,
Delhi

38. Shivani Taneja, Bhopal
39. Shyamala, Chennai
40. Suneetha A,
Independent Researcher,
Hyderabad, ALIFA

41. Vanaja, Coastal Action
Network, TN

42. Varsha, Research
Scholar, Telangana

43. Y. Krishna IJyothi,
Freelance Journalist-
Writer, Hyderabad

Issued by: All

Feminist Alliance
(ALIFA-NAPM)

India




www.samajweekly.com

Special

Muslim Population and Representation in the Lok Sabha
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and the State Legislative Assemblies: A Wide Gap

(Asian independent) The Indian
Constituent Assembly was established under
the Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946, initially
comprising 389 members. However, following
the declaration of Pakistan’s creation and the
partition of India, this number was reduced to
299, as many members who supported
Pakistan and belonged to the Muslim League
boycotted the Assembly. Consequently, the
number of Muslim members was limited to
just 27. The Muslim population in India who
chose not to migrate to Pakistan remained,
demonstrating their loyalty to the nation.
During a session of the Constituent Assembly,
Tazamul Hussain expressed this sentiment
passionately: “We want to merge in the
nation... We are Indians first, and we are all
Indians and will remain Indians. We shall
fight for the honor and glory of India, and we
shall die for it. (Applause). We shall stand
united. There will be no divisions among
Indians. United we stand; divided we fall.”
Some prominent Muslim members of the
Constituent Assembly were Maulana Abbul
Kalam Azad, Sir Syed Muhammad Sadullah
(the only Muslim member of the Drafting
Committee of the Constitution), Tazamul
Hussain, Hasrat Mohani, and B.H. Zaidi.
Among the 17 ‘founding mothers’ of the
Constitution, the sole Muslim woman was
Begum Quidsia Aizaz Rasul.

Despite being a microscopic minority in the
Constituent Assembly, facing an atmosphere
of suspicion and communal riots, they signif-
icantly influenced the formation of key provi-
sions in the Constitution. These included fun-
damental rights, such as equality, liberty, sec-
ularism, educational and cultural rights for
minorities, as well as federalism ,and provin-
cial autonomy. Furthermore, they opposed
religion-based reservations in legislatures for
Muslims.

According to the 1951 census, the Hindu pop-
ulation in India was 306 million, accounting
for 84.1%, while the Muslim population was
35.4 million, or 9.49%. As of now, India’s
estimated population is approximately 1.40
billion, with the Muslim population around
183 million, making up 14.2%. This data indi-
cates that while the Muslim population is
increasing, their representation in Parliament
and state legislatures is declining, raising a
critical concern.

Details:

The under-representation of Muslims in both
Parliament and State legislatures is a pressing
issue in Indian politics, with implications for
the future.

Under-representation of Muslims in
Parliament: A Declining Trend — from 5.1% to
4.42%:
https://www.theindiaforum.in/sites/default/fil
es/field/image/2024/beg%20t.png

The wunder-representation of Muslims in
Parliament is evident from the following data
(Source: Statistical Reports of the Election
Commission of India):

In 1952, there were 25 Muslim Members of
Parliament (MPs). By the 1980 elections, this
number had increased to 49, marking the
highest representation since 1952. However,
by the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, this number
had decreased to just 24. This decline occurs

in a country that is constitutionally secular;
however, due to the influence of radical
Hindutva and growing hostility towards
Muslims, their representation has consistently
diminished.

Minority-Free NDA: A Paradox:

As of December 11, 2025, there are 4,131
Members of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs)
across the 28 states and 8 union territories,
along with 543 Members of Parliament (MPs)
in the Lok Sabha and 245 in the Rajya Sabha,
bringing the total to 788. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) has been in power since 2014 under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Currently, the
NDA holds 293 seats in the Lok Sabha, with
no minority representation. The BJP and its
allies consistently advocate for a ‘Congress-
free India,” while the NDA coalition has effec-
tively become ‘minority-free’ in the Lok
Sabha. This situation represents a historical
paradox in independent India and contradicts
the essence of the Indian Constitution, which
upholds secularism.

India’s estimated population stands at 1.40
billion, with Muslims accounting for approxi-
mately 183 million (14.2%). The country’s
minority demographics include Muslims at
14.5%, Christians at 2.31%, and Sikhs at
1.72%, collectively representing about 28% of
the population. Yet, with the exception of one
Christian MP, Kiren Rijiju, these minority
groups are not represented in the NDA. In
contrast, the INDIA alliance, comprising 235
MPs in the Lok Sabha, includes 7.9% Muslim
MPs, 5% Sikh MPs, and 3.5% Christian MPs.
Notably, there is only one Muslim woman MP,
Ms.Iqra Choudhary, while the estimated pop-
ulation of Muslim women is approximately 9
to 10 crore. Prominent political figures in the
Lok Sabha include Asaduddin Owaisi, Yusuf
Pathan, Sheikh Abdul Rashid, and Ms. Iqra
Choudhary.

The Congress Party: Is It the Muslim League?
A significant question arises: Is the Congress
Party akin to the Muslim League in Indian
politics? The BJP frequently claims that the
Congress is ‘anti-Hindu’ and ‘pro-Muslim,’
accusing it of ‘appeasement’ toward Muslims.
However, regarding representation, out of the
99 MPs from the Indian National Congress in
the Lok Sabha, only 7 are Muslim, represent-
ing a mere 7% of the total MPs. Thus, charac-
terising Congress as the ‘Muslim League’ and
alleging that it pursues a policy of Muslim
appeasement misrepresents the facts.

Muslim Population and Representation in
State Assemblies: A Wide Gap

The State Assembly elections conducted in
2021 across four states—Assam, West Bengal,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu—as well as the Union
Territory of Puducherry, illustrate the dispro-
portionate representation of Muslims in leg-
islative bodies. In these elections, 824 MLAs
were elected, with only 112 being Muslims.
Based on population proportions, there should
have been around 192-200 Muslim MLAs.
Alarmingly, in some cases, no Muslim MLAs
were elected at all..

This imbalance in representation and popula-
tion is also evident in other states’ Assembly
elections. For instance, Muslims constitute
30% of Bengal’s population but only hold 44

seats in the legislative assembly. Likewise, in
Kerala, while Muslims make up 32% of the
population, there are only 32 Muslim MLAs
in the 140-member assembly. In Tamil Nadu,
with a Muslim population of 10%, only 7
Muslim MLAs were elected. In the Union
Territory of Puducherry, just one Muslim was
elected. In the Delhi Assembly elections of
February 2025, only four Muslim MLAs
(from the Aam Aadmi Party) were elected out
of 70 members. In the Bihar Assembly elec-
tions held in November 2025, despite
Muslims constituting 16.3% of the popula-
tion, only 11 Muslim MLAs were elected out
of 243 members. Notably, the BJP does not
have a single Muslim MLA in either the Delhi
or Bihar Assemblies. This trend underscores
the urgent need for a more inclusive represen-
tation of minorities in Indian politics.

Factors Contributing to the Decline in Muslim
Legislative Representation in India

Several key factors contribute to the decline
in Muslim representation in legislative bodies
in India. These include social and political
polarization, along with Hindu communalism,
often referred to as “Hindu nationalism” or
“Hindu Raj.” The first-past-the-post (FPTP)
electoral system tends to favor majority
groups, which creates significant challenges
for minorities.

Main Factors Contributing to the Decline in
Muslim Legislative Representation in India:
Several factors contribute to the decline of
Muslim legislative representation in India.
Social and political polarization, driven by
Hindu communalism, plays a significant role.
The first-past-the-post (FPTP) electoral sys-
tem favors the majority, making it difficult for
minorities to be represented.Challenges
include the absence of reserved seats for
Muslims, the diminished influence of Muslim
voters due to constituency delimitation, and
political parties’ reluctance to nominate
Muslim candidates. Additionally, the geo-
graphical dispersion of the Muslim communi-
ty hampers the creation of effective communi-
ty-based parties. Historical legacies like the
Partition have also left some Muslims feeling
alienated, further complicating their political
representation and identity.
Suggestions to Increase
Representation:

To enhance Muslim representation in Indian
legislatures, the following strategies are pro-
posed:

1. Political Organization:

Muslims can either form their own national
political party grounded in secularism to
strengthen their leadership—or they can join
secular parties at local, state, and national lev-
els to assert their political influence and shape
policies.

2. Increasing Political Participation:

There should be a concerted effort to raise
social, educational, and political awareness
within the Muslim community. Intellectuals,
secular leaders, and media should expose
communal ideologies and the radical leaders
advocating for a “Hindu Nation” or “Hindu
Raj.”

3. Constitutional Awareness:

Both Hindus and Muslims should be aware of
the goals and secularism enshrined in the

Muslim

Constitution of India, recognizing that contin-
uous vigilance is required to maintain liberty.
4. Active Political Participation:

Muslims should actively engage in all levels
of political activities, from local to national.
Their participation should extend beyond
being mere spectators; they should work to
influence policies, programs, and laws.

5. Mainstream Inclusion:

Continuous efforts should be made to inte-
grate Muslims into the political mainstream
and free them from any fears that hinder their
participation.

6. Empowering Muslim Women:

There should be encouragement for Muslim
women to step out of their homes and active-
ly engage in political activities.

7. Caution Against Extremism:

The community must remain vigilant against
fundamentalists and hardline clerics within
their ranks who may stifle diverse opinions.
8. Addressing Hate Crimes:

Law enforcement and administrative bodies
should take strict action against individuals
involved in hate speech, mob lynching, com-
munal violence, and any actions that under-
mine the secular character of Indian society.
9. Electoral Reforms:

To effectively address representation issues,
reforms in the electoral system are needed.
Adopting a proportional representation sys-
tem would help ensure that the number of leg-
islators corresponds to the Muslim popula-
tion. In essence, the adage should be, “The
greater the number, the greater the share.”
Bharat Ratna Karpoori Thakur inspired the
common people to struggle for their rights
through a poem that emphasizes the need for
action and resilience:

“If you want your rights, learn to fight.

Learn to stand firm at every step.

If you want to live, learn to die.”

In conclusion, Indian democracy can only be
strengthened through the inclusion of all reli-
gious communities, including Muslims, rather
than their political exclusion.

Dr. Ramjilal,
Social Scientist and
Former Principal,
Dyal Singh College
,Karnal (Haryana -India)
Email id : drramji-
1al1947@gmail.com
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Minority Rights in India and their Present Status under BJP Rule

(Asian independent) India, as a sec-
ular, democratic republic, recognizes
and protects the rights of minorities
to foster diversity and ensure equali-
ty. The term “minority” in the Indian
context primarily refers to religious
minorities—such as Muslims (about
14% of the population), Christians
(2.3%), Sikhs (1.7%),
(0.7%), Jains (0.4%), and Parsis (a
smaller Zoroastrian community)—as
notified  under the  National
Commission for Minorities Act,
1992. Linguistic, cultural, and ethnic
minorities (including Scheduled
Castes/Dalits at 16.6% and Scheduled
Tribes/Adivasis at 8.6%) also receive
protections, though religious minori-
ties have been the focus of much
recent discourse. These rights aim to
prevent discrimination, preserve cul-
tural identities, and promote social
harmony, rooted in the principle that
“no democracy can long survive
which does not accept as fundamental
to its very existence the recognition
of the rights of minorities.”

Key Constitutional Provisions

The Indian Constitution, adopted in
1950, embeds minority rights within
its fundamental rights framework
(Part III). These provisions fall into
two broad categories: general equali-
ty rights applicable to all citizens and
specific protections for minorities’
cultural, educational, and religious
interests. Below is a summary table
of the core Articles:

Article 14: Equality before the Law:
Ensures no denial of equal protection
of laws within India; prohibits dis-
crimination on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex, or place of birth.

Article 15: Prohibition of
Discrimination: State cannot discrim-
inate against citizens; extends to
access to public places and opportu-
nities.

Article 25- 28 Freedom of Religion:
Right to profess, practice, and propa-
gate religion (Art. 25); manage reli-
gious affairs (Art. 26); no religious
instruction in state-funded schools
(Art. 28); freedom from taxes for pro-
moting religion (Art. 27).

Article 29: Protection of interests of
Minorities: Any section with a dis-
tinct language, script, or culture has
the right to conserve it; no denial of
admission to state-aided educational
institutions on grounds of religion,
race, caste, or language.

Buddhists |

Special

Article 30: Right of Minorities to
establish and administer Educational
institutions: Religious and linguistic
minorities can set up and manage
institutions of their choice; state can-
not discriminate in granting aid.

Additional safeguards include Article
46 (promotion of educational and
economic interests of weaker sec-
tions, including minorities), Article
350 (facilities for instruction in moth-
er-tongue), and the establishment of
the National Commission for
Minorities to monitor implementa-
tion. These rights emphasize the
preservation of diversity, allowing
minorities to maintain their identity
without assimilation. However, the
Constitution does not provide sepa-
rate political reservations (e.g., seats
in legislatures) for religious minori-
ties, limiting them to Scheduled
Castes and Tribes.

Present Status Under BJP Rule
(2014-2025)

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
has governed India since 2014, secur-
ing a third term in June 2024 despite
losing its parliamentary majority
(forming a coalition with the National
Democratic Alliance). The govern-
ment’s approach to minority rights
has been polarizing. While it empha-
sizes inclusive welfare schemes bene-
fiting all citizens—such as food sub-
sidies, electrification drives, and eco-
nomic programs that reach minority
communities—the BJP maintains
these are not minority-specific but
universal, denying any discriminatory
intent. It has also highlighted meas-
ures like banning instant triple talaq

(Muslim divorce) as empowering
Muslim women.

However, international human rights
organizations, independent reports,
and opposition voices have docu-
mented a deterioration in minority
protections, particularly for Muslims,
under BJP rule. Key concerns as of
late 2025 include:

— Discrimination and Violence:
Authorities have been accused of fail-
ing to curb attacks by BJP supporters
on minorities, instead targeting vic-
tims (e.g., through property demoli-
tions labeled “bulldozer justice”). In
2024, 11 Muslim homes in Madhya
Pradesh were razed over alleged beef
possession, and similar actions
occurred in other BJP-ruled states
without due process. The Supreme
Court ruled such demolitions uncon-
stitutional in November 2024, man-
dating guidelines, but reports indicate
ongoing violations. Communal vio-
lence persisted post-2024 elections,
with at least 28 attacks on Muslims
and Christians, resulting in 13 deaths.

— Hate Speech and Rhetoric:
Instances of anti-minority hate
speech surged 74% in 2024 (1,165
documented cases), peaking during
elections, with BJP leaders like Modi
and Amit Shah frequently implicated.
About 80% occurred in BJP-ruled
states. The BJP rejects these as
biased, attributing them to opposition
narratives.

—  Legislative  Measures: The
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
implemented in March 2024, fast-
tracks citizenship for non-Muslim
refugees from neighboring countries,
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excluding Muslims—a move criti-
cized as “fundamentally discrimina-
tory” by the UN and others. Paired
with potential National Register of
Citizens, it raises fears of disenfran-
chising millions of Muslims lacking
documentation. Anti-conversion laws
in BJP states have been used to target
interfaith marriages and minority
proselytization. The 2019 abrogation
of Article 370 (Kashmir’s special sta-
tus) and the Ram Temple construction
in Ayodhya fulfilled Hindu nationalist
pledges but alienated Muslim com-
munities.

— Political Marginalization: No
Muslim ministers serve in the 2024
cabinet, a historic first. Muslim par-
liamentary representation fell to 24
seats (4%) in 2024. The 2025 elec-
toral roll revision (Special Intensive
Revision) has been alleged by opposi-
tion as a tool to disenfranchise
minorities as “illegal immigrants.”
Home Minister Shah defended it as
protecting democracy via “detect,
delete, and deport.”

— Broader Impacts: Christians and
other minorities face similar issues,
including violence in Manipur
(2023—-ongoing) and restrictions on
religious freedoms. India’s National
Human Rights Commission lost
accreditation in 2024 for lacking
independence. The BJP counters crit-
icisms by pointing to economic inclu-
sion and rejecting “Islamophobia”
labels as politically motivated.

In summary, while constitutional
safeguards remain intact, their imple-
mentation under BJP governance has
drawn widespread scrutiny for
favouring a Hindu-majoritarian agen-
da, exacerbating tensions for minori-
ties—especially Muslims. The gov-
ernment’s coalition dependencies
post-2024 may moderate some
excesses, but reports suggest persist-
ent challenges as of December 2025.

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
Peoples Front
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otatement of the All India Pgoples Front on the Situation in Bangladesh

The National Working
Committee of the All
India Peoples Front
expresses deep concern
over the attacks on
newspaper offices, the
media and cultural insti-
tutions, and minorities in
Bangladesh following
the murder of Sharif
Usman Hadi. Hadi was
not only opposed to the
Awami League and

India, but was also
opposed to the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party. He had even dis-
tanced himself from
Jamaat-e-Islami.
Reports suggest that he
intended to contest elec-
tions independently from
his Ingalabi Manch. In
such a situation, it is
extremely necessary to
conduct a judicial inquiry

into Hadi’s murder. His
Killing shows that the
administrative capacity
of the interim govern-
ment’s Chief Adviser,
Yusuf, is extremely
weak and that the politi-
cal influence of funda-
mentalist extremist
forces has increased in
Bangladesh. To restore
normalcy in Bangladesh,
All India Peoples Front

expects that the interim
government of
Bangladesh will conduct
the elections scheduled
for 2026 in a free and
fair manner, so that a
responsible government
can be formed there.
The AIPF strongly con-
demns the attempts by
Hindutva forces within
the country to create a
communal atmosphere

and to polarize society
against the West Bengal
government. The AIPF
appeals to the citizens
of India not to fall into
this political trap.

On behalf of the
National Working
Committee,

S. R. Darapuri
National President

All India Peoples Front
Date: 20-12-2025
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