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ID no. 921760

Sham Lal Chander building mamterance handyman UFdPF GhPl:kEhl'E{Eﬁ
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
ACCEsEOFiES
{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Mlow
TV on walls, etc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Foof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing, Flat Packs
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Neena Gill CBE Elevated to the House of Lords

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Sikhs for Labour are delighted at
today’s announcement that our Chair
and former Member of the European
Parliament, Neena Gill CBE, has been
elevated to the House of Lords.

Neena Gill CBE has had a stellar
career spanning politics, the corporate
sector and housing. A key milestone in
her journey came in 1999 when she
became, as we believe, the first
woman of British Indian heritage and
the first Sikh woman elected to any
Parliament outside of India. With
today’s appointment, she also becomes
the first female Sikh representative on
the Labour benches in the House of
Lords.

Born in Ludhiana, Punjab, Neena
came to the UK at the age of ten and
has since lived in both West London
and the West Midlands. Her first job
was in a library before graduating with
a bachelor’s degree in social studies
from Liverpool John  Moores
University in 1979, where she also
served as Vice President of the
Students’ Union. In 1984 Neena quali-
fied as a member of the Chartered
Institute of Housing, later completing
the Senior Executive Programme at the
London Business School in
1996.

After university, Neena briefly
trained as an accountant
before moving into housing as
a Housing Officer at Ealing
Council. At just 29, she
became Chief Executive of the
ASRA Group, making her the
youngest CEO of a UK hous-
ing association and the first
woman of BAME heritage to
hold such a role. She later
became Chief Executive of
Newlon Housing Group before
being elected to the European
Parliament.

Neena Gill CBE has served as
Chair of Sikhs for Labour
since its formation in 2013.
Sikhs for Labour is a dedicat-
ed campaigning organisation
acting as a bridge between the
Labour Party and the Sikh and
Punjabi community. The
organisation has worked to
champion Sikh issues within
the Party and played a central
role in supporting the election of
eleven Sikh- heritage MPs at the last
general election.

As a Member of the European
Parliament, Neena championed equali-
ty, human rights and democracy, con-

NEENA GILL CBE ON
HER ELEVATION TO

| Ak BOUSE OF LORLY

]
L]

sistently raising concerns about these
issues in the European Parliament. She
has long been a strong voice on mat-
ters relating to India and South Asia,
leading multiple high-level parliamen-
tary delegations to India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan

Neena Gill CBE said:
“I am deeply humbled and hon-
oured to have been appointed
to the House of Lords. I am
grateful for the support my
family, friends and colleagues
have given me throughout my
years of public service. This
appointment reflects the hard
work of all Sikhs for Labour
members across the country
who consistently  support
Labour candidates at every
level.”

She added:

“I look forward to taking my
seat in the House of Lords
where I will proudly support a
Labour Government committed
to delivering meaningful
change for our communities. I
am particularly keen to contin-
ue standing up to the threat of
far-right parties, something I
worked on extensively during
@ my time as an MEP.”

Gurinder Singh Josan CBE, MP and
Vice Chair of Sikhs for Labour, said:
“The elevation of Neena Gill CBE to
the House of Lords is very welcome
and recognises her many accomplish-
ments, including her role as the first
Sikh female parliamentarian in

Europe. I am pleased the Prime
Minister has taken steps to address the
severe lack of Sikh representation on
the Labour benches in the Lords. Sikhs
for Labour will continue to champion
improved diversity and representation
at all levels.”

Background:

* Neena Gill is a British Labour politi-
cian who served as a Member of the
European Parliament for the West
Midlands from 1999 to 2009 and 2014
to 2020.

* In the European Parliament, she
served as chair of the following dele-
gations (committees): South Asia
(SAARC), India, Japan and as vice
chair of the ACP-EU Joint

Parliamentary Assembly.
* She has steered various major pieces
of legislations as a rapporteur in the
European Parliament from financial
regulations to e- content.
» She was awarded a CBE in 2017 by

HM the Queen
 She was awarded the Pravasi
Bhartiya Sammam by the President of
India in 2017.

* In 2018 was made a fellow of
Liverpool John Moores University.

» Since 2013 she has served as the
Chair of Sikhs for Labour, a national
campaigning organisation.

» She has extensive corporate experi-
ence as a CEO in Housing / not for
profit sector, as a senior executive in a
tech multinational and as a non-execu-
tive in the charitable arena.
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Ambedkarites came together to pay homage and respect to
their saviour and master, Babasaheb Dr B R Ambedkar

At The Ambedkar Museum
From left Mr Rakesh Kumar,
Deputy Director The Nehru
Centre, C Gautam, H E Mr Vikram
Doraiswami, The High
Commissioner of India

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
London- Ambedkarites came
together to pay homage and respect
to their saviour and master,
Babasaheb Dr B R Ambedkar on his
69th death anniversary, as we call
as commemoration Parinirvana of
Babasaheb Ambedkar. In this event,
large numbers of followers and
Ambedkarites gathered to pay
respect and tribute travelling from
various parts of the UK.

On 5th of December 2025, 69th
Parinirvana Eve, there were large
numbers of gathering at India
House, London. Where His
Excellency Mr. Vikram Doraiswami
(High Commissioner of India)
presided this event. This event
started with the floral tribute
offered by His Excellency, led by
him and later followed by Mr Ram
Pal Rahi, President of Federation of
Ambedkarites and Buddhist
Organisation (FABO), UK, their
President, and International

Coordinator, Dr. Harbans Virdee,
Joint Secretary, C Gautam, their
FABO Executive member, Bakshi
Virdee, former Member  of
Parliament Mr. Virendra Sharma ji,
Mr. Gurpal Gill of Maharishi
Valmiki Sabha, Southall, Mr
Kulwinder Kumar, Mr Jayesh
Kumar Solanki, and large numbers
of other people who participated.

this news photo page 20
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
The Coventry Equality
Group, under the leadership
of Chair, Cllr Rupinder
Singh, and Secretary &
Founder, Cllr Ram Parkash
Lakha OBE, successfully
hosted its 2025 Winter
Session on Saturday 6
December 2025 at the

Ravidassia =~ Community
Centre, Jesmond Road,
Coventry. The event

marked Parinirvana Divas,
the anniversary of the pass-
ing of Dr Bhim Rao
Ambedkar, India’s foremost
constitutionalist, economist,
jurist, social reformer and
global icon of equality.

The session was attended
by a wide range of council-
lors, Equality Group mem-
bers, leaders from
Gurdwaras and Temples
across Coventry, communi-
ty scholars, and residents.
The atmosphere was deeply

reflective,  intellectually
stimulating, and warmly
unifying.

Councillors in Attendance
Many Coventry City
Councillors attended, show-
ing exceptional support for
the message of equality and
community cohesion:

ClIr Pat Seaman

Cllr Christine Thomas

Cllr Maya Ali

ClIr Seyi Agboola

Cllr Amirjit Kaur

Cllr Ram Lakha OBE
(Founder of Coventry
Equality Group)

Cllr Rupinder Singh (Chair,
Coventry Equality Group)
Their presence was widely
appreciated by community
members, reaffirming
Coventry’s reputation as a
city committed to fairness,
dignity and inclusion. It was
great to see all the council-
lors contributed in the dis-
cussion segment of the con-
ference.

Dr Ambedkar: A Master-
Class Scholar of Equality
Introducing and educating
the community about Dr B.

14/12/2025

aaaaa

R. Ambedkar’s work, ideas,
challenges and achieve-
ments is one of Coventry
Equality Group’s central
aims.

Ambedkar’s analysis of
inequality remains unsur-
passed, and his solutions—
rooted in education, legal
rights, constitutional moral-
ity, social reform and frater-
nity—remain deeply rele-
vant and powerful today.
From overcoming extreme
discrimination to becoming:

Chair of the Drafting
Committee of India’s
Constitution

India’s first Law Minister
A pioneer of civil liberties,
women’s rights and labour
protections

A globally recognised
scholar in law, politics,
anthropology and econom-
ics

Dr Ambedkar’s journey was
marked by relentless strug-
gle and immense moral
courage.

Keynote  speaker Mr
Devinder Kumar Chander
highlighted how

Ambedkar’s peers in early
independent India often
obstructed his progressive
reforms, despite the urgent
need to tackle structural
inequalities.

Speakers: Deep Reflections
on Ambedkar’s Thought
and Historical Milestones
Parmjeet
insightful

delivered an
talk on

yggr

Ambedkar’s resignation as
India’s first Law Minister,
explaining how his land-
mark proposals—especially
the Hindu Code Bill—were
blocked repeatedly.
Parmjeet emphasised that
Ambedkar resigned not out
of disappointment alone,
but as an act of ethical
protest against injustice.
Tejinder highlighted
Ambedkar’s argument that
democracy requires more
than just voting rights.
Drawing from Ambedkar’s
writings, he remarked that
equality requires enforce-
ment, symbolised by
Ambedkar’s notion of “a
constable for democracy” to
safeguard  constitutional
rights. Tejinder showed
how Ambedkar viewed
political democracy as con-
tradictory without social
and economic equality.
Keynote Speaker: Devinder
Kumar Chander

Mr Chander spoke passion-
ately about:

The difficulties Ambedkar
faced in early independent
India

The harsh inequalities pres-
ent at the time

The political and social bar-
riers raised even by col-
leagues

Ambedkar’s unwavering
commitment despite hostili-
ty

His detailed analysis capti-
vated the audience.

A Highly Engaging Open
Discussion Led by Chair
ClIr Rupinder Singh

Chair Cllr Rupinder Singh
facilitated the open-floor
discussion in an energetic
and inclusive manner.

Participants commented
that:

It was “one of the most
meaningful  discussions
ever held in Coventry on
Ambedkar’s legacy”

They would like more dis-
cussion-based sessions of
this kind

The format encouraged
honest, thoughtful partici-
pation

Many attendees expressed
that the session had educa-
tional, emotional,
inspiring value.
Commumnity
Representatives, Faith
Leaders & Members Who
Contributed

The success of the session
was made possible by the
collective efforts of numer-
ous valued contributors.
From Shri Guru Ravidass
Temple, 19 Jesmond Road
Ashwani Kumar

Raj Kumari

Amrik Singh ji, whose sig-
nature tea was enjoyed by
all

Supporting team members
who assisted with serving,
hospitality, hall arrange-
ments and catering

Their warm seva, coordina-
tion and generosity played a

and
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major role.

From Shri Guru Ravidass
Gurdwara, 475 Foleshill
Road

Mrs Anita Puri, who attend-
ed with her team

They contributed richly to
the discussion and network-
ing sessions

Other respected community
members

Gurcharan Rabidas
Jagjeevan Dass

Dr Madan Lal

Mukhtar Singh Mattu
Jagdish Banga

Daulta Bali

Their participation strength-
ened the dialogue and com-
munity spirit.

Coventry Equality Group
Members — Teamwork at Its
Best

A large part of the event’s
success came from the out-
standing teamwork of
Equality Group members:
Jagpal Singh

Raghbir Singh (Raghbir
Chand)

Mrs Jassal

Harshu Saini, who played a
key role in creating an
attractive setup and ensur-
ing smooth coordination
Tajinder Singh

Amirjit Kaur

Ashoni Kumar

Their dedication to organis-
ing, preparing the hall, man-
aging logistics, welcoming
attendees, and supporting
all aspects of the event—
from presentation setup to
catering—was widely
praised.

Special thanks also go to
Jag Pal and Harshu Saini,

who handled hall prepara-
tion, seating arrangement,
and the visual setup with
great care and professional-
ism.

Celebrating Unity,
Education & Community
Cohesion

The Winter Session exem-
plified Coventry’s shared
commitment to:

Equality

Mutual understanding
Learning from history
Celebrating  community
diversity

Standing against discrimi-
nation in all forms

The Coventry Equality
Group reaffirmed its ongo-
ing objectives:

Celebrating Equality Day
every 14 April
Promoting
message  of
Agitate, Organise
Encouraging unity across
faiths and backgrounds
Advocating for the recogni-
tion of International
Equality Day

Strengthening partnerships
with temples, Gurdwaras,
community groups and
civic institutions

Closing Message from the
Chair

“Dr Ambedkar
humanity that equality is a
moral duty, not a slogan.
His teachings guide us as
we build a Coventry rooted
in dignity, justice and frater-
nity. [ thank all councillors,
faith leaders, members, vol-
and community
partners whose contribu-
tions made this Winter
Session a historic and
inspiring event.”

— Cllr Rupinder Singh,
Chair, Coventry Equality
Group
For
Membership

Coventry Equality Group
Chair: ClIr Rupinder Singh
Secretary & Founder: Cllr
Ram Parkash Lakha OBE

Ambedkar’s
Educate,

showed

unteers

Enquiries or

this news photo page 22
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Global Solidarity Call to End State Militarization and
Extrajudicial Killings in Resource-Rich Adivasi Regions in India

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
On 18 November 2025,
the Indian State tri-
umphantly declared the

killing of Madvi
Hidma, Indigenous
Adivasi activist and

Naxalite leader, along
with his comrade and
life partner, Madakam
Raje, and eleven other
people. With this mili-
tary “victory,” the BJP
Government reiterated
it was successfully
moving towards the
Home Minister Amit
Shah’s deadline of 31
March 2026 to end the
Naxalite movement in
India. This declaration
is part of the BJP gov-

ernment’s  repressive
policies targeting
Adivasis, Dalits,
Muslims,  Christians

and other marginalized
communities, to facili-
tate the expropriation of
land and  natural
resources by capitalists
close to the govern-
ment.

We, the undersigned,
unequivocally  stand
with the Adivasi vil-
lagers and human rights
defenders, and India’s
civil society, who have
strongly noted that
Hidma and the others
were captured unarmed
and taken to the
Maredumilli  forests,
Alluri Sitarama Raju
District, Andhra
Pradesh, where they
were tortured and killed
extrajudicially in two
groups over two days.
Shortly before,
Chhattisgarh’s Deputy

Chief Minister and
Home Minister had
“visited” Hidma’s vil-
lage of Puvarti, Sukma
District, Bastar
Division. As a part of
political performance
and theatrics, they had
food with his mother,
Madvi Pojje, who then
entreated Hidma to sur-
render.

Discover more

sugar cubes

Gaza

Patna

Buy vitamins and sup-
plements

Since January 2024, the
Indian State has been
conducting extrajudi-
cial killings of its
Adivasi peoples — both
Naxalite cadres and vil-
lagers — wunder a
rewards-for-killing pol-
icy for its militarized
police. Villagers and
civil society have
repeatedly noted that
these killings are often
preceded by capture
and torture, but are
described by the state
as an ‘exchange of fire’
or ‘encounter’ between
security forces and
insurgents. Of the over
550 people killed until
September 2025, a sig-
nificant proportion
were killed in the eco-
sensitive, biodiverse,
mineral-rich forested
hills of the Bastar
Division in  south
Chhattisgarh, home to
numerous Indigenous
Adivasi communities
such as the Gonds and
Mariyas.

The Bastar Police
Action and Outcome

Special

Report 2024-2025
notes that in 2024
alone, while reported
‘encounters’ doubled
from 68 in 2023 to 121
in 2024, killings
increased tenfold, from
20 to 217. Many of the
bodies of those killed
extrajudicially  have
been left to decay and
become infested with
maggots, making iden-
tification by family
members nearly impos-
sible. Some bodies
were forcibly burned to
erase evidence of cap-
ture and torture and to
prevent large numbers
from attending public
funerals. Madvi Hidma
and Madakam Raje’s
bodies were returned to

Hidma’s village of
Purvati in  Sukma
District, Bastar, for

quick cremation, again
erasing the evidence of
torture and extrajudi-
cial killing. Thousands
of Adivasis still attend-
ed to pay their last
respects.

Discover more
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plements

Patna
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By treating Naxalites
domestically as non-
state armed actors and
not acknowledging the
State’s  counterinsur-
gency operations under
international humani-
tarian law, India evades
its obligations under
Common Article 3 of
the Geneva Convention
and Additional Protocol
II. Instead, a domestic
policy of unconditional
surrender and ‘reinte-
gration’, including the
rearming of surren-
dered Naxalites as the
‘District Reserve
Guard’, is openly pro-
moted.

Although Bastar’s
Naxalite movement is
rooted in Indigenous
socio-political exploita-
tion, the Indian State
continues to evade
political  settlement,
because it would entail
centring social justice,
which is against the
interests of the mining
and industrial corpo-
rates who see Bastar as
a site for resource

extraction. Instead, the
approach of ‘uncondi-
tional surrender’ or ‘be
killed’ targets Adivasi
communities as a
whole, with the aim of
isolating and drying up
support for the insur-
gent movement that has
resisted the entry of
corporations.

Discover more

Buy vitamins and sup-
plements

Patna

Gaza

sugar cubes
Militarization now per-
meates every aspect of
Adivasi lives and liveli-
hoods in Bastar in the
form of surveillance,
restricted movement,
fear and threats of arbi-
trary detentions, extra-
judicial killings and
sexual violence.
Human rights viola-
tions by militarized
security forces are
compounded by the
complicity of the exec-
utive, legislature, and
judiciary, in which
peace remains elusive
even as the State reas-
sures the people of its
coming.
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Over the past two
decades, numerous cor-
porations have entered
into agreements with
the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment. The processes
of  tenders/allotment
consistently  violate
constitutional and legal
safeguards and interna-
tional FPIC standards.
Entire rivers, such as
the Sheonath, have
been sold to private
companies. In
2022-2023,
Chhattisgarh’s mineral
revenue reached
INR12,941 crores
[USD153 million], with
nearly half generated
from Bastar’s
Dantewada district. Yet,
Chhattisgarh’s Adivasis
remain among the most
impoverished Indian
peoples. Human devel-
opment indicators,
including literacy and
health, in Bastar’s
seven districts are
among the lowest in the
country.
Discover more
sugar cubes
Buy vitamins and sup-
plements
Patna
Gaza
It is in this context of
increasing state-corpo-
rate wealth alongside
diminishing Indigenous
existential agency that
Bastar continues to be a
key site of Adivasi
socio-political  strug-
gles against the ‘devel-
opmental  violence’
approach that excludes
any opportunity for jus-
tice-based peace. This
continew page 24
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Global Solidarity Call to End State....

includes the deliberate dismantling
of youth-led mass mobilizations in
Bastar that were demanding imple-
mentation of their constitutional
rights and an end to the human rights
violations in the region, sweeping
arrests of  Adivasi  youth
leaders/activists under charges of
‘terrorism,’ and the wholesale milita-
rization of  Adivasi-dominant
regions.

In these ways, the Indian State is sys-
tematically erasing Adivasi land
rights and human, civil, and political
rights for capitalist interests. Over the
last two decades, every government
has violated the right to life guaran-
teed under Article 21 of the
Constitution as well as India’s obli-
gations under international laws and
charters.

We urge people the world over to call
on the Government of India to imme-

diately:
End all forms of violence, including
extrajudicial  killings, arbitrary

arrests, and torture and end state mil-
1tarization of Bastar;

Institute an independent judicial
inquiry into the circumstances of all
the illegal killings carried out in the
name of Operation Kagar, including
Madvi Hidma and Madakam Raje;
and hold State forces accountable for
their actions;

Initiate dialogue and political
engagement with the Adivasi com-
munities to genuinely address the
demands for constitutionally guaran-
teed autonomy, land rights, and
rights over natural resources.

ignatories

International Solidarity for
Academic Freedom in India (InSAF
India)

Indian Alliance Paris

India Labour Solidarity (UK)
12ummah.com

International Council of Indian
Muslims, Switzerland

Indian Scheduled Caste Welfare
Association UK

Indian Workers Association GB

Al, Germany

Revolutionary Students’ Front, WB,
India

Sangrami Sramik Manch, WB, India
Solifonds, Switzerland

Indian American Muslim Council
(TAMC)
Friends
Canada
Telangana Vidyavanthula Vedika —
North America

Nazariya Magazine, India

Boston South Asian Coalition, USA
Sangrami Krishak Manch, WB,
India

Alliance Against
Australia

South Asia Solidarity Group, UK
Majdoor Adhikar Sangthan, Kundli,
Sonipat

London Collective for Palestine, UK
Coalition Against Fascism in India

Of Indian Revolution,

Islamophobia,

(CAF])

Forum  Against  Repression,
Telangana

Indian Nationalists Movement,
Warangal

The Humanism Project, Australia
Progressive South Asia Collective,
Purdue University, USA

Other Indias

Resist US Led War SFSU, San
Francisco

South Asian Diasporic Action
Collective (SADAC), Canada
Insure Our Survival, UK

cBalance

Transform South Asia, India

Money Rebellion, UK

POSSIBLE FUTURES, Philippines,
Brazil

Center for Environmental Concerns,
Philippines

AMAN MALUKU, Indonesia
Rational Medicine Network, India
Calcutta AHEAD (Action on Health,

End
militarization!

vy Halt extractive
-
projects
without
genuine
consent!

Uphold
Indigenous
rights
everywhere!

Education & Development), Kolkata
Revolutionary Writers Association
(VIRASAM)

Land Forum India, Sehore
International Indigenous Peoples
Movement for Self-Determination
and Liberation (IPMSDL)
Campaign to Defend Nature and
People (CDNP), Pan-India

National Indigenous Women Forum

Stand with
the Adivasi

and peoples |
of Bastar!

Stop
Operation [
Kagaar Now!

(NIWF)

ROT Collective, UK

Justice For All Canada, Toronto, ON
Bhagat Singh Chhatra Ekta Manch,
Delhi, India

The Institute for Research &
Advocacy of Borneo (Link-AR
Borneo), Indonesia

Corner House, UK

International League of Peoples’
Struggle — UK Country Chapter

RJ Working, UK

Oxford South Asian Ambedkar
Forum (OxSAAF), UK

Prisoners Voice Platform (TSP)
United for Climate Justice, Brussels
ATSIIEO (Australia), Australia
Kalikasan People’s Network for the
Environment, Philippines
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Peoples Rising for Climate Justice
The RYSE, Stroud, UK

Maoist Internationalist Study Group,
Sheffield

Indigenous Peoples Rights
International (IPRI), Philippines
Walsall Kobar Friendship
Association, UK

Kings Heath United Against Racism,
Birmingham UK

South Asia Justice Campaign
SALAM (South Asian Left), NYC,
USA

Scientist Rebellion Pert

Scientist Rebellion India

Food Not Cops Birmingham, UK

Hindus for Human Rights UK
AVEG-KON — European
Confederation  of  Oppressed

Migrants, Europe based migrant
organization
People’s  Coalition
Sovereignty, Global

on Food

PCR del Uruguay Montevideo, Uruguay
Young Struggle Europe

Southem Illinois Democratic Socialists of
America (SIDSA)

Global Majority Copwatch

Union Prolétarienne Marxiste-Léniniste —
France

Prolekult, West Midlands, UK

PCML de Republica Dominicana
Birmingham Queers for Palestine

Dr. Ambedkar Buddhist Organisation
Birmingham UK

Anti Imperialist Front — Britain
JCA-NET Japan

Wellbeing Economics Brighton United
Kingdom

United Front Alliance, UK

Shri Guru Ravidass Sabha, Derby

Dr Ambedkar Community Centre, Derby
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“Trophy Chor” car stopped and searched by police

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK

The December 2024 inci-
dent involving Pakistan’s
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi having his vehicle
searched by UK police out-
side the Foreign Office rais-
es uncomfortable questions
about Pakistan’s diplomatic
standing and the conduct of
its officials on the interna-
tional stage. While neither
government has issued offi-
cial statements explaining
the circumstances, the inci-
dent itself—captured on
video and circulated widely
on social media—speaks
volumes about the state of
Pakistan’s international
reputation.

The Diplomatic Immunity
Question
Diplomatic immunity exists
precisely to prevent such
indignities. Foreign minis-
ters and senior government
officials visiting for official
bilateral meetings are typi-
cally afforded courtesies
that include exemption
from searches and security
checks beyond standard
protocol. The fact that
Naqvi’s vehicle was sub-
jected to a search for explo-
sives and narcotics suggests
one of several possibilities,

none of them flattering.

Either Naqvi was not trav-
eling under proper diplo-
matic credentials—a basic
failure of protocol that
would be embarrassing for
any foreign minister—or
UK authorities determined
that standard diplomatic
courtesies did not apply in
this case. The latter possi-
bility is particularly telling.
It would indicate that
British security services felt
compelled to conduct
checks they would ordinari-
ly waive, suggesting con-
cerns about either the indi-
vidual, his delegation, or
the credibility of Pakistani
official visits more broadly.

A Pattern of

Unprofessional Conduct
This incident cannot be
viewed in isolation. Naqvi
has demonstrated a consis-

tent pattern of behavior that
lacks the dignity and pro-
fessionalism expected of
someone holding multiple
high-profile positions. His
ongoing refusal to hand
over the Asia Cup trophy to
India—keeping it in his
hotel room and later mov-
ing it around the Middle
East like some sort of
hostage—showed a stagger-
ing lack of judgment and an
inability to separate person-
al ego from official respon-
sibility.
When someone behaves
like a petulant child over a
cricket trophy, is it any
wonder that foreign securi-
ty services might question
whether to extend the usual
courtesies? Naqvi’s public
persona is that of someone
who prioritizes personal
grandstanding over institu-
tional dignity. The UK
police search may simply
reflect international percep-
tions that Pakistani officials
under his ilk cannot be
taken entirely seriously or
trusted to adhere to profes-
sional norms.

The Trust Deficit
The incident highlights a
broader crisis of credibility
facing Pakistani politicians
on the world stage. Pakistan
has struggled for years with
its international image—
associated with terrorism
financing, harboring mili-
tants, nuclear proliferation
concerns, and endemic cor-
ruption. When a Pakistani
Interior Minister’s car 1is
searched for explosives and
narcotics outside a major
diplomatic venue, it rein-
forces every negative
stereotype about the coun-
try’s governance and the
character of its political
class.
British police don’t search
vehicles belonging to the
German Foreign Minister or
the Japanese Defense
Minister. They don’t do it to
Canadian  officials  or
Australian diplomats. The
differential treatment
speaks to a fundamental
lack of trust. Whether justi-

fied by specific intelligence
or simply by Pakistan’s
broader reputation, the
search demonstrates that
Pakistani officials are not
afforded the benefit of the
doubt that officials from
more credible nations
receive automatically.
Security Theatre or
Genuine Concern?

One might argue this was
simply routine security pro-
cedure for a high-security
area. But routine proce-
dures don’t typically
involve searching the vehi-
cles of visiting foreign min-
isters who are there for
scheduled, official meet-
ings. Such searches would
more commonly apply to
unknown vehicles or those
without proper credentials.
The specificity of the
search—checking for

explosives and narcotics—
is also noteworthy. These

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

aren’t casual concerns.
Explosive materials suggest
terrorism-related fears,
while narcotics checks
imply  concerns about
smuggling or criminal
activity.  That  British
authorities felt it necessary
to check for such items in a
Pakistani minister’s official
vehicle is damning, regard-
less of what was or wasn’t
found.
The Silence Speaks
Volumes

Perhaps most revealing is
what hasn’t happened after
the incident. There has been
no forceful diplomatic
protest from  Pakistan
demanding an explanation

for this breach of protocol.
There has been no official
British statement clarifying
that this was a misunder-
standing or acknowledging
any  impropriety.  The
silence from both govern-
ments suggests an incident
both sides would rather for-
get—Pakistan because it’s
embarrassing, and Britain
because explaining their
reasoning might be diplo-
matically awkward.

If this had happened to an
Indian minister, or indeed
to most other countries’
officials, there would have
been immediate diplomatic
consequences and public
clarifications. The muted
response indicates both
governments understand the
realities at play: Pakistan’s
officials don’t command the
automatic respect and trust
that others do, and everyone
knows it.

Naqvi’s Personal
Contribution
While broader issues of
Pakistan’s international
reputation preceded Naqvi,
his personal conduct has
done nothing to improve
matters. A man who holds a
cricket trophy hostage for
months, who engages in
social media spats with
neighboring countries’
leadership, and who seems
more interested in publicity
than in dignified public
service is hardly an adver-
tisement for Pakistani pro-

fessionalism.

The Interior Minister port-
folio is supposed to be
about serious security mat-
ters, law enforcement, and
domestic stability. Instead,
Naqvi has made himself
known primarily for cricket
controversies and now for
being searched by foreign
police. He embodies much
of what’s wrong with
Pakistan’s political class:
more concerned with optics
and ego than with substance
and national dignity.

Conclusion

The search of Mohsin
Naqvi’s vehicle in London
is a symptom of deeper

problems. It reflects the low
esteem in which Pakistani
officials are held interna-
tionally, the credibility
deficit Pakistan faces as a
nation, and the poor judg-
ment of its political leader-
ship in selecting representa-
tives who command neither
respect nor trust abroad.

For a country already strug-
gling with its international
image, having its Interior
Minister treated like a secu-
rity risk at a routine diplo-
matic meeting is a humilia-
tion that should prompt
serious reflection. Instead,
the incident will likely be
forgotten amid Pakistan’s
many other self-inflicted
wounds to its reputation.

Naqvi may be a clown, as
critics suggest, but he’s a
clown performing on a
stage that Pakistan’s politi-

cal establishment built
through decades of duplici-
ty, incompetence, and
choosing bombast over

credibility. The UK police
search was merely the latest
reminder that the interna-

tional community sees
exactly what Pakistani citi-
zens see: a leadership

unworthy of the positions
they hold and the nation
they claim to represent.
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Blaming Nehru for everything
that happened in the past is
nothing but a dubious attempt
to divide political leadership
of that time which worked
through their collective wis-
dom for India.

Vidya Bhushan Rawat

The #VandeMataram debate
in parliament was not meant
to listen to each other and
appreciate even your oppo-
nent, as every member speak
for his ‘own’ constituency and
their speeches is made viral
by their paid devotees on
social media. At the moment,
the idea seems to be through
the debate in Parliament,
#HindutvaNarrative is built
prior to #Bengal Elections but
many good things came out of
the debate though we know
the Lok Sabha
#expunge the ‘controversial’
remarks of the opposition par-
ties while the blatant lies of
the Manatris and ruling party
loudspeakers will be retained.
#BJP is working on these
things ‘meticuously’ so that
‘distortical facts’ get ‘histori-
‘legitimacy’ in the
Parliamentary records.

would

cal’

The problem is not what they
spoke for and against it. Any
honest reader of Indian histo-
ry knows these facts and dont
feel necesity to speak on these
things. Fact of the matter is
every that BJP or
Narerndra Modi speak today
has already been debated in
details in the
Assembly and in the Congress
session. Those were the times
when #Nehru was not alone to
decide everything but there
was a big team under
#Gandhi. Each leader was big
in c |l v din g
#SardarVallabhbhaiPatel and
#SubhasChandraBose. They
were not merely leaders who
could sign on anything as sug-
gested. Each of these leaders
had huge mass following.
There were many others. So
the most important thing is
that Nehru, Patel, Subhas
might have differences but

issue

Constituent

what is important is about the
outcome of their ‘collective
decisions’. Somewhere,
Congress Party and others
have failed to speak about
these ‘collectivity’.

What #BJP is doing is keep
blaming #JawaharlalNehru
and claim the legacy of
#IndianNationalCongress as
BJP has nothing of its own.
They think that by putting
Nehru in the dock they can
inherit the entire legacy of
India’s freedom movement.
So all their debates and
understanding has to be seen
in that perspective.

The entire issue of Nehru ask-
ing #BabariMasjid to be
rebuilt by government fund is
an outright lie and
#RajnathSingh has  only
shown his spinelessness in
this regard. Nehru had openly
opposed the construction of
#Somnathmandir from gov-
ernment funds and requested
both #SardarPatel and
#RajendraPrasad to partici-
pate in it as private citizens
and both oblised. In every
collective formulations,
debate and arguments are part
of the a democratic process
but what is important is the
outcome of it. We can under-
stand that it is not the proc-
cess today but still being part
of a cabinet and a party is
basically being part of the

collective so if Nehru is
responsible for the crimes
during his tenure then how
can those who are part of the
cabinet be left without seek-
ing their accountability.

I am against glorification of
individuals but political lead-
ership guide the nation. Nehru
inherited a fragmanted India
and scars of #partition was
there and again Sardar Patel
and Dr Ambedkar too were

T

Vidyél Bhushan
Rawat

part of the entire process. So,
kindly, do not say partition
done by Nehru only.
#SyamaPrasadMukherjee too
was part of the first cabinet of
Jawahar Lal Nehru. They had
differences but respect too.

#VandeMataram debate is
well known. There are enough
writing  available  about
#anandmath and how the
focus shifted from #British to
#mughalempire. The novel

was

was made politically suitable.
Many in the #SanghParivar
still dont have that much of
issues with British Raj as
their children enjoy luxury in
the Western world. They feel
that #India or #Hindus were
real #Ghulam under the
Mughals. This has been the
history being taught in the
Sangh Parivar. Put focus on
the #Mughal history and seek
accountability from
#IndianMuslims all the time.

History is a complex issue.
Any one can make it suitable
to our own narrative, very
much likes the big ‘datas’
being used by the ‘econo-
mists’ in favor or against the
current economic policies.
Actually, ‘intellectuals’ ,
media persons, academics,
today are like ‘lawyers’ who
speak as per the ‘agenda’ and
‘consultancy’ being provided
to them. So, a person can take
a ‘U turn’ of what he or she
has spoken a few years back.

The point is why we want to
rake up those issues which
had been resolved long back.
These were controversial
issues but had collectively
been resolved so that the
nation learn from it and move
ahead collectively. Now,
those issues are deliberately
to create divisions to suit the
interest of those who were
never part of our collective

journey for freedom.

We have to see whether we
would like such things to con-
tinue or move ahead. I agree
with #PriyankaGandhi that
government or BJP should
have a three four days discus-
sion on #Nehru in Parliament
and may be outside parlia-
ment also to discuss his
#rights and #wrongs. Let us
finish this chapter once for
all. We want to discuss the
climate crisis, the smog in
Delhi, our failed electoral
system, crowded
traffic, the crisis in the #avia-
tion sector, our #Farmers and
#employment. It would be
good if BJP can relieve itself
from #mandir #masjid, #hindu
#muslim issues to real issues
of the people. So, let us have
a debate on all these issues in
a special session of
Parliament and move ahead.
You cant become a powerful

our over

#ViksitBharat by abusing
your freedom fighters and
builders of the nation.

#VandeMataram debate was
nothing but a Hate Nehru
agenda which people under-
stand well. In Bengal, you
be fighting against
#MamtaBanerjee who will
actually speak of the legacy
of #gurudev
#RabindranathTagore and
#NetajiSubhashChandraBos
e and both of them were part
of collective vision under
#gandhiji of which #Nehru
and #SardarPatel were inte-
gral part. You can not dis-
cuss an regarding
India by dividing these great
individuals who worked as a
collective under
#IndianNationalCongress
for the rights of people of
#India. India Today is the
collective vision of these
great people and we salute
them for their spirit to work
together despite hailing
from diverse cultural back-
ground, keeping alla their
individual differences aside
in the greater interest of the
being of people of

will

isssue

well
India.

#JaiHind #VandeMataram
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AIPF Concludes Two-Day Fourth
National Convention in New Delhi

Call for a Broad National Platform Against the Hindutva—Corporate Nexus; New Leadership Elected

New Delhi (Asian independent)
The AIll India People’s Front
(AIPF) held its two-day Fourth
National Convention at Surjeet
Bhawan, New Delhi, bringing
together representatives from part-
ner organisations, social move-
ments and civil society. The con-
vention opened under the joint
chairmanship of senior leaders
including Prof. Arun Kumar, AIPF
National President S.R. Darapuri,
and representatives from Swaraj
India, Navnirman Krishak Dal,
Rashtra Uday Party, Karnataka Jan
Shakti, Tamizh People’s Front and
others. The sessions were conduct-
ed by Gandhian thinker Kumar
Shubhamoorty.

Speaking at the inaugural session,
AIPF National President S.R.
Darapuri  stressed  that the
Hindutva—corporate alliance has
created a profound crisis for the
Indian Republic, making it urgent
to build a broad national political
platform committed to democracy
and social justice.

Prof. Arun Kumar highlighted the
need for nationwide initiatives

addressing employment, liveli-
hoods, agriculture, MSMEs, and
resource redistribution through

proper taxation of extreme wealth.
He also emphasised empowerment
and representation of youth,
women, SC/ST communities,
extremely backward groups, and
Pasmanda Muslims.

Messages of support from CPI(M)
former General Secretary Prakash
Karat, former Commerce Secretary
S.P. Shukla and noted thinker Prem
Kumar Mani  were  shared.
Advocate Prashant Bhushan called
for a major national campaign on
employment, noting that Al-driven
economic changes are amplifying
global concerns over jobs and
resource distribution.

Speakers from Odisha, Karnataka,
Uttar Pradesh and other regions
highlighted corporate exploitation,
people’s movements, and the need
for nationwide campaigns on

employment and social rights.
Youth representatives underlined
growing despair among young peo-
ple and stressed organising them
around public sector employment
and livelihood issues.

New Leadership and Committees
Formed

On the second day, the convention
completed its organisational review
and elected new leadership.

S.R. Darapuri was re-elected
National President, Dr. Rahul Das
as General Secretary, and Kashu
Shubhamoorty as  Organising
General Secretary. Naseem Khan
and Vijay Singh were elected
National Vice Presidents. Pushpa
Oraon, Savita Gond, Amrita and
Amar Singh were appointed as
Secretaries. Mr. Dinkar Kapoor
was appointed as Treasurer and Mr.
Suresh Chandra Bind will be the
2 .-
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office secretary.

A 43-member National Committee
and a 19-member National Working
Committee were constituted, along
with an Advisory Board comprising
senior scholars, social leaders and
experts.

Key Political Deliberations

AIPF founding member Akhilendra
Pratap Singh warned that global
finance capital is the driving force
behind the rise of Hindutva, threat-
ening the Constitution, democracy
and social justice. He called for a
broad democratic alliance beyond
narrow political frameworks to
counter this danger.

He also stressed the need for a new
national discourse on how capital,
technology and markets should be
structured, how productive forces
can become self-reliant, and how
development can remain people-

centred.
Discussions also covered chal-
lenges in global politics, the limita-
tions of BRICS, and the need for
stronger Global South solidarity.
Scientists Dinesh Abrol and Dr.
Raman emphasised the importance
of science and rationality, warning
that irrationality and superstition
being promoted by power struc-
tures contradict constitutional val-
ues.
Convention Resolution
The two-day deliberations conclud-
ed with the following key points:
Formation of a broad democratic
platform against the Hindutva—cor-
porate alliance is a historic neces-
sity.
A people’s-democratic direction
based on the rights of youth,
women, farmers, workers, Dalits,
OBCs and marginalised communi-
ties is essential for the country’s
future.
AIPF will launch major national
initiatives in the coming year
focused on employment, social
rights, democratic institutions and
economic justice.
The convention concluded with a
vote of thanks by Acharya
Shubhamurti, reaffirming a com-
mitment to collective struggle and
nationwide mobilisation.
Adv. Kashu Shubhamoorty
Organising General Secretary,
All India People’s Front (AIPF)
Mo.: 9773555051
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