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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)

...........................................

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he-l:l-:atraﬂa
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

Afer 3 w3 femd
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MEATTAS dtes
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AT AIET J |

ID no. 921760

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
ACCEsEOFiES

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot
TV on walls, elc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Foof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing, Flat Packs
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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The Samaj Weekly and people associated with it are not responsible for any claims made by the advisers and don’t endorse any product or service advertising Samaj Weekly. Please consult your lawyer
before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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Viadimir Putin’s state visit to India

Understanding the historicity of Russia-India relationship

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Great visuals of #russian President #VIladimirPutin in
India are being seen with great ‘curiosity’ and ‘disap-
pointment’ in the West, Europe in Particular. As
#PutinVladimir landed in India and was accorded a
grand welcome, #ukrainian and their supporters in the
west started abusing India. Actually, this reflect little
understanding of India as a nation and the historicity
of #Russialndia relations.
#Russia and prior to that #ussr are not merely partners
in India’s growth but have been a great influence on
India’s journey after independene. A number of our
freedom fighters actually found #Moscow, the place
where they carried their activities when the British
government was hunting them or wanting to kill
them. Russia for India is an emotion, a nation that
inspired each one here except the right wingers.
The Russia India friendship grew since #Nehru‘s time
who categorically felt that the path to India’s progress
is via #Socialism and #ScientificThinking. A majori-
ty of Indian freedom fighters including
#NetajiSubhashChandraBose, #BhagatSingh were
always inspired by the #Russian revolution. #periyar
too was greatly influenced by the progress made by
USSR. Dr Ambedkar too was impressed with Soviet
model except its form of governance but the real
strengthening of Soviet India Relationship happened
during Mrs #IndiraGandhi‘s tenure. The rise of
#Bangladesh, the #nationalisationofBanks, the focus
on #publicsector and pro poor welfare state show the
greater influence of #sovietunion on broader Indian
psyche
But India’s policy shift started after 1980s though we
saw #LeonidBrezhnev visiting #India and accorded
the highest welcome. I still remember listening the
live commentary on #AllIndiaRadio by #JasdevSingh
on his arrival at the #Palamairport.
After the death of Indira Gandhi, the new India under
#RajivGandhi was instrumental in giving this shift as
he was praised by the #Westernmedia and
#UnitedStates. Rajiv’s speech at the

#USCongress was widely appreciated l:ﬂ-['l-i[ ﬂim

by all and President #Reagan wewl-
the #whitehouse.
Frankly speaking, Rajiv was echoging

comed him at

the sentiments of a large number of Non
Resident Indians who have been living in the Western
world for years. The opposition parties particularly
the #JanSangh and later #BJP was not very comfort-
able with dependency on #Russia. After the demise of
#USSR, a number of Indian experts particularly the
#Lalamedia was enjoying this as a defeat of not mere-
ly USSR but also of #communism. Frankly speaking,
all those who who disintegrated were too small a
country at least in population size of #Delhi, except
#ukraine. Indian leadership and #Baniamedia felt that
it means disappearance of #Russia. They would dis-
cuss as if people were suffering in #Hunger in Russia,
like that in #SubSaharan region or any other poor
country. Russia’s image was created as if it is stand-
ing with a begging bowl to save itself. The Guptas,
Sanghvis, Puris were impressed with the glamor of
#london, #paris, #Rome and #Washington. Growing
middle classes too jumped in and ‘investment’
became a big word.

In the meanwhile, Russia was just silently rebuilding.
It did not had the pressure of taking care of all those
‘republics’ who now ceded from it. It was still world’s
biggest country in size, almost five time bigger than
India. It was not told to us that Russia has the biggest
natural wealth in the world. The #rareearth and #ener-
gyresources needed by every one. It still has the
largest #NuclearArsenal and one of the most effective

and destructive #militaryhardware.
The image of #Russia in India was created by this
media who were being paid heavily by the Western
Media houses like #BBC, #CNN, #WashingtonPost,
#NewYorkTimes. All these ‘experts’ get a tag of
‘global’ expert sitting on these places where they dis-
cuss about ‘us’ but they in their arrogance forgot the
growing global realities.

The Western world was happy to see a weak Russia
and despite categorical assurance of no eastward
movement of #NATO, it continue to encircle Russia
through engaging and involving more and more for-
mer Soviet Republics. Ukraine was the last straw in
this regard which crossed the Russian Red line but the
collective west felt that Russia cant do anything. The
whole agenda was actually to slowly and silently
destablise Russia and break it into pieces. The result
was that President Putin ordered a Special Military
Operation in February 24, 2022. The Russian might
have thought that they would finish the entire thing in
a couple of days and they succeeded in encircling
Kyiv but suddenly withdrew and returned to bring
Ukraine at the negotiating table at Istanbul. It was
clear that an agreement between Russia and
Ukraine was reached there but a sudden trip of
Boris Johnson, the then Prime Minister of UK, to
Kyiv, ensured that Ukraine with-
drew from it unilaterely. The British
prime minister was the real villain in
this peace accord as he realised that
Ukraine would return to its old big
brother, Russia. Geopolitics of the for-
mer imperialists felt that Russia should

not have good relations with its former ‘f
‘cousins’ as they could be used to cre- .h'::".

ate disturbances and unrest inside
Russia. A powerful Russia is the
biggest threat for the military industrial
complex led global imperialists who
intervene everywhere they wish in the
name of ‘democracy’, ‘human rights’ and everything.
The western backers of Ukraine thought that they will
demolish Russia by pumping their money and
weapons in Ukraine but to their dismay Ukraine has
lost a large part so far, its front lines are crumbling as
per reports and if its forces do not surrender then it
might allow the Russian to capture even Kyiv though
Russians have categorically said that they are not
interested in annexing Ukraine but they want to pro-
tect the interest of Russian speaking people, their lan-
guage and culture. The change of government in US
created this atmosphere of a possible pact with Russia
which so far has not succeeded simply because
European leaders are determined not to allow this
peace deal without their involvment. Frankly, it is the
money invested by Americans and Europeans corpo-

Vidya Bhushan
Rawat

= —-c

rations that is causing concern. Americans know it
well that the more it delay the peace deal, the bigger
are the chance of them losing their ‘invested money’.
Europe feel that they had higher stakes as they invest-
ed more and all of them know it well that if Russia
win then they will lose everything. So, this Ukraine
war is not merely between Russia and Ukraine but
between NATO and Russia in which big coprations
are involved since the beginning and any deal
between Russia and America is going to leave
European corporations and govermments high and
dry.
The Ukraine war might have created issues for Russia
but it also made them realise that their country face an
existential threat from the West and that Putin is
bringing their confidence back and making Russia
great again. Attempt to isolate Russia have failed as
because the corporate led imperialist agenda have got
exposed everywhere. Africa, Latin America and Asia
have virtually revolted against this bullying politics
emerging from the West and Russia is seen as a coun-
try standing proudly against these manipulating
forces.
#RussiaUkraine conflict actually exposed the entire
western propaganda in this regard. The language of
arrogance by the #European and #American leaders
AL against Russia was unprecedented.
They
#VladimirPutin is some kind of a

would  use as if
street person. The countries smaller
population size of that of a street of
Delhi, were being given charge to
mock and abuse at Russia. This is

. what European Union is still doing
5 by giving importance to those
bureacrats from #baltik and former
#sovietrepubic and mock at Russia.
Can you imagine when the #EU
official were suggesting that Russia
cant repair its refrigerators leave
alone aircrafts. Everyday, they were imagining col-
lapse of Russia either economically or politically.
That has not happened and Russia grew stronger and
stronger. As Europe face its own economic crisis and
Americans too face the crisis at home, it was
#DolandTrump and his team which realised that they
need to talk to Russia to create a stable world order
but by that the
#MilitaryIndustrialComplex who seems to ready for

time champions  of
war with Russia for thousands of year without real-
ising that in such a situation, none of us would be
there to witness the outcome of it.

The hatred for #Russia comes from its success story
and a rival power centre. The West actually promot-
ed #China to counter #Russia but even when China
has immense economic power, it is still not that

powerful as Russia in terms of global influence and
military, nuclear and space technologies where
Russia has very few rivals.

The world would have been in a deeply difficult sit-
vation if a powerful Russia was not there. The
shamelessness of the Western elite to control the rest
of the world through their neo colonial ways of eco-
nomic and military control got exposed and a rival in
Russia acted as a balance of power. Russia was
demoralised in 1991 but it has risen again under
Vladimir Putin who can be termed as a leader of
century. Today, due to this power balance,
#Multipolarity is rising with countries like #China,
#India, #brazil have risen and other countries too are
joining and enjoying their true soverinity. Already,
#African countries have revolted against dominance
of #France.

The rise of #Russia is a lesson for all. A superpower
like Russia does not disappear just because you want
it to be. It will remain. It has its own method of
working things and its economy is not purely based
on speculative stock exchange though it want good
relations with the West.

The global issues will settle if the Western World
stop thinking about others as their colonies. They
had their empires and we respect that but times have
changed. The new partnership will be based on
equality. Second, the Europeans must come out of
breaking Russia syndrome. This hatred must go and
it will be good for all of us. Russia and Europe must
sit together to resolve all their issues. The US can
play a role in it but as long as the Europe want to
keep the war going in Ukraine, they will only pro-
vide Russia to annex more places.

For Indian media, they must come out of their arro-
gant attitude. Putin’s visit to India was a big news
but dont reduce it to personal gossips of how he eat,
his wife, children, his toilet, his vehicle and such
things. One of India’s leading channel got an oppor-
tunity to speak to Vladimir Putin but it send two
juvenile reporters to speak to him. You need a big
understanding and study to interview a person like
Vladmir Putin but instead they are asking him, ¢ who
is the best prime minister of India’, or which is the
greatest ‘intellegence system’ or ‘what are his views
on Donald Trump’ or what about writing a memoir’
? Frankly speaking, despite all that, one can see the
huge difference between his responses and that of
the Western leader. Vladimir Putin comes out a well
read, seasoned and reasoned political leader who
speak with great clarity and does not provide ‘char-
acter certificate’ to rival leaders of the world. That
was a classic.

Long back, I was reading a fascinating account of
interview done by a French journalist to that of
#FidelCastro, the #Cuban revolutionary leader. The
journalist wrote in his introduction that he knew
#Castro was well read and that is why he researched
on all aspect of his speeches and it took nearly six
month to do all the research that got him prepared to
speak to Castro which finally came out as a lengthy
book. It is not easy to interview leaders particularly
those who are well versed with governance and have
strong ideological understanding.

Vladimir Putin has brought Russia back to interna-
tional stage along with the idea of multipolarity
which will be good for all. All countries are looking
for their own interests and India should also do the
same but it need stronger partners too. A true India
Russia relationship will be a win win situation for
both the countries.
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THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Dr K Veeramani turn 93
today
It has been a great privilege to
have interviewed Dr K
Veeramani several times as
well as listened to his impas-
sioned lectures on social jus-
tice and humanism. As he
turns 93 today on December
2nd, I congratulate him for
persistently following the path
shown by Thanthai Periyar.
Without his deep-rooted
involvement in the movement
started by legendary Periyar,
we would not have heard any-
thing credible. Today, I can
say with firm conviction that
Dr Veeramani is the greatest
living icon of Periyar’s move-
ment. It is therefore extremely
important that when we dis-
cuss about the revolutionary
work of Periyar, we must also
now start documenting and
analysing the extraordinary
work of Dr Veeramani since
the inception DK movement.
For me, Dr Veeramani’s life is
not just highly inspiring but
extremely important as [ never
saw Periyar or heard him but
an interaction with Asiriyar
gave me the idea of conviction
of Periyar. His deep-rooted
convictions stand alone inhe
crowd of those who change
their colour for the sake of
power. He could have become
a Member of Parliament,
member of certain boards but
he decided to completely ded-
icate his life to the self-respect
movement.
Tamilnadu always fascinated
me and one reason for it was
the ideals and action of
Thanthai Periyar but as I ven-
tured to explore more about
many of the Dravidian parties,
I also found a lot of contradic-
tion in their thoughts. Many of
them might have been speak-
ing against ‘brahmanism’ but
their own record towards
emancipation of caste or
respecting the autonomy and
identity of the Adi-dravidars
remain questionable. It is
more complex to understand
as why in the land of Periyar,
we still have large number of
violence against Dalits and
cases of untouchability. Many
years ago, some brahmins
under the garb of Dalit politics
targeted Periyar. That was
atrocious to say the least as |
may agree that many of the
Dravidian parties or those who
swear in the name of Thanthai
Periyar rarely speak about
caste discrimination against
the Dalits but to blame Periyar
whose heroic battle at Vaikum
is well known to all, of ignor-
ing the Dalit interest is
extremely difficult to digest.
When these issues were
becoming the talk of the town
and many of these ‘experts’
because of their connections
in the media were portraying
Periyar as an ‘abandoned’ man
in Tamilnadu, I look to Dr K
Veeramani’s work and writ-
ings which has been published
by Periyar Thidal. I tried to

understand why the
Brahmanical elite in
Tamilnadu was so obsessed
with Periyar and realised that
some of them wanted to use
Ambedkarism to defame
Periyar which was atrocious
as in the Bahujan movement
as well as Ambedkarite move-
ment all over the country
Thanthai Periyar remain one
of the most respected icons
along with Baba Saheb Phule
and Jyoti Ba Phule. Attempt to
create division among them
are bound to fail as Periyar
cannot be held responsible for
wrongs done by various
Dravidian parties particularly
when they ignored the interest
of the Dalits or some of them
even spoke against inter caste
marriages and abrogation of
the SC-ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act. Tamilnadu still
remain an area of concern as
far as violence and discrimina-
tion against Dalits are con-
cern.

Whenever I have interviewed
Asiriyar, he responded to
every question and never tried
to ignore the question. I have
so far interviewed in thrice
and each of these conversa-
tions is opening up of history
and understanding of Periyar
in a new way. One question
always intrigued me was
Periyar’s views on Hindi lan-

guage as I felt that he has a
huge fan following in north
India where humanists like
Lalai Singh Yadav translated
his work ‘Sachchi Ramayana’
in Hindi. An understanding of
Periyar’s ideas in the Hindi
heartland would have brought
huge cultural changes here.
All my confusion evaporated
when I was having a conversa-
tion with Thiru Veeramani
when he said that Periyar was
not against Hindi language but
imposition of Aryan cultural
values on Tamil people.

Dr K Veeramani can proudly
say that he never compro-
mised with his principles. He
and his team of dedicated
cadres of Dravidar Kazhagam
(DK) have fought against irra-
tionality and superstition in
our society. Political parties
use Periyar for their own pur-
poses but it is a fact that if it is
alive today in Tamilnadu, then,
we must salute and respect the

CESE
Dr K Veeramani : A true inheritor of
Thanthai Periyar’s rich self-respect legacy

work of Dr K Veeramani and
Dravidar Kazhagam because
they hold Periyar’s belief that
political parties compromised
the ideology. One can see
Periyar’s Black shirt white
pant/dhoti attire still being
used by the Asiryar and DK
Cadres but Tamilnadu’s politi-
cal parties swearing by
Periyar’s name actually left
that long ago. I don’t find any
other symbol powerful than
this which put issue of social
justice symbolically so power-
fully. In fact, I narrated this to
many of my African friends
who were not aware of this.
Nobody has put the symbol of
black power in its right place
as Periyar did and for propa-

gating it unapologetically, we
need to salute the spirit of Dr
Veeramani and Dravidar
Kazhagam workers.

While political parties take
credit on the issue of reserva-
tion which is 69% in
Tamilnadu and kept in sched-
ule IX of the Constitution but
the efforts by Dr K Veermani
in this regard need to be put on
paper. He not only spoke and
publicised the issue but also
explained it to then chief
Minister J Jayalalitha and
brought all parties in
Taminadu together at an
unprecedented scale resulting
in compelling the PV
Narasimharao government to
place the 69% reservation
beyond any legal challenge in
any court of law.

Dr Veeramani’s contribution
to strengthening and promot-
ing Periyar’s work is an exam-
ple for all of us to follow who
after some years of work feel
that they should join a political

party or become a member of
parliament to ‘complete’ the
task. He would have become a
minister or gained any big
position any time with in the
state of Tamilnadu or outside
Tamilnadu but he refused to
do so. Committed to the ideals
of Periyar, Dr Veeramani con-
tinues with bringing Periyar’s
writings and speeches to the
public life and taking Periyar
to offshore too. It is because of
his ardent devotion in
Periyarism that kept him away
from the greedy world of
power politics which has
resulted in the movement get-
ting stronger and with much
bigger influence on the com-
mon humanity in
Tamilnadu.

It needs strong institu-
tions to build up a
movement and vice versa.
Today, Periyar’s voice is heard
all over the country and inter-
nationally. Dr K Veeramani is
the living legend who has kept
the spirit of Periyar’s dreams.
Tamilnadu has remained the
most powerful state where
Periyar’s vi

sion has built an entire society.
No political party can afford to
ignore Periyar’s ideals even if
they might pay a lip service to
it. It reflects the truth that it is
not merely important to have a

political party and come to
power but without a strong
social cultural movement the
political movement would be
short term and never succeed.
The dedication of the Dravidar
Kazhagham cadres led by its
leader Thriu K Veeramani has
ensured that the vision of
Thanthai Periyar is imple-
mented in Tamilnadu. Unlike
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the politicians, Dr Veeramani
has attempted to bring
Ambedkarites and Periyarists
together for the greater interest
of humanity. He has been

Vidya Bhushan Rawat

awarded and acknowledged
by various organisations inter-
nationally. At this age too, Dr
Veeramani is active and guid-
ing thousands of cadres of his
organisation about Periyar and
his ideals.

A visit to Periyar Thidal fills
our heart with immense joy
and pride. You can see the
power of Periyar but it would
not have been possible without
strong and dedicated follow-
ers. A movement is not merely
an activity at certain point of

time but a life changing
impact on millions of others
who may not have seen it or
never ever been part of it. A
movement impact the lives of
not only one particular state
but outside that state.
Periyar’s self-respect move-
ment today is world known.
The propaganda literature
produced in Periyar Thidal is

now in high demand all over
the country. The Ambedkarite
movement or the Bahujan
movement in rest of the coun-
try has translated many of the
work of Thanthai
Periyar but each
one of us should
not ask the basic
question to ourselves as how
come Periyar who only spoke
in Tamil has now reached
world over. Internationally,
this work of interpretation is
done by ‘professional’ inter-
preters who earn money and
go but in Periyar’s movement
his powerful oratory was inter-
preted to non-Tamil people in
English language by Asiryar
who was not merely doing it
professionally but also living
his life in the idealism of
Periyar. Today, we have this
enormous wealth of Periyar’s
movement and the dedicated
cadres and literature that sus-
tain it and ensured that
Tamilnadu remain safe in the
hands of those dedicated to
Periyar’s legacy.

On his 93rd birthday, I con-
gratulate Thiru Veeramani and
wish him more energy to com-
plete everything he has visu-
alised so that Periyar’s words
reach every nook and corner of
the country and in different
languages. Dr Veeramani him-
self is an institution and it is
right time when younger gen-
eration must be drawn into the
movement and learn for the
vast treasure of work done by
him. I convey my wishes to all
members of the Dravidar
Kazhgam family to celebrate
the occasion and take the
movement further which
makes all of us proud.

I felt honored when Periyar
International conferred me
with  Dr K  Veeramani
International Award for Social
Justice for the year 2025 in
November 2025, at Chennai.
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350 SHAHEEDI DIVAS SRI GURU TEG BAHADUR SAHIB JI

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Leicester- Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji and Sri
Dasam Guru Granth
Sahib Ji Sri Akhand Pathh
Ji by 25 Singhs took place
at Gurdwara Gur Panth
Parkash 19 Ashford Road,
Leicester from Friday
28th November to 20th

November 2025 com-
memorating the 350
Shaheedi Divas of Sri

Guru Teg Bahadur and
Gurgadhi Divas of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji. The
event also commemorated
5th Barsi of Sant Giani
Mohan Singh Ji
Bhinderanwale, in loving
memory of student of
Dam Dami Taksal Giani

Pritam Singh Ji, Sant
Inderjit Singh Ji
Rakbewalay, Sant Ajit

Singh Ji Allachaur and the
Previous (Puratan) Singhs
of Bhinderanwalay.
Continuous reading of
both Granths started on
Friday 28 November at 11
am which were completed
at 10 am on Sunday 30th
November. A baptism cer-
emony which is the tradi-
tion to mark major events,
took place on Saturday at
1.00 pm. After comple-
tion readings of Granths
the Head Priest of the
venue Gurdwara said
Prayers in memory of Sri
Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib
Ji, Bhai Sati Das Ji, Bhai
Dyala Ji, Bhai Mati Das Ji
and prayers for World
peace were also said.
This was followed by
Mahaan Kirtan Darbar

until 1.30 pm. During the
3 days thousands of Sadh
Sangat Ji were blessed for
Sewa, Naam Simran, lis-
tening to Gurbani and

Special

other volunteer work. To [,

raise awareness and make
sangat more knowledge-
able about the rich Sikh
history Stalls were organ-
ised by Basics of Sikhi,
IntrinsikhArts by Rajpal
Singh Ubhi,

which were well attended.
Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib
Ji were born in 1621 AD
at Guru Ke Mahal,
Amritsar, Punjab to par-
ents Guru Hargobind Ji
and Mata Nanki Ji. Guru
Ji was married to Mata
Gujri Ji and were the
youngest of the five
Sahibzadas (sons) of the
sixth Sikh Guru, Guru
HarGobind ji. Guru Ji had
one son (Sahibzada) Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, attained
Guruship at Bakala,
Punjab in 1665. Guru Ji
founded the city of
Anandpur Sahib and Guru
Ka Lahore. Guru Teg
Bahadur Sahib Ji’s 59
Shabads and 57 Saloks

Sikh |
Fostering, Sikh Helpline |

in  Sikh

included
scripture Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Ji 1430 Angs (
Pages ) in 15 Ragas and
their main Bani are the

arc

Salok Mahala Nauva
which are at last few Angs
(Pages) of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji. Guru Ji
special Contribution were
that they undertook spe-
cial journeys for the prop-
agation of Gurmat.

The highest Priests of the
Hindu faith based at
Kashmir went to Guru
Teg Bahadur ji at
Anandpur Sahib and
begged them to save the
Hindu religion by giving
their life or converting to

Islam. Guru Teg Bahadur
Sahib Ji travelled from
Anandpur  Sahib in
Punjab to Delhi, a dis-
tance of Their Unique
Martyrdom for upholding
the right to freedom of
religion in 1675 AD and
was called “Dharam di
Chader” (Anchor-Sheet
of Humanity). Along with
Guru Ji, three Sikhs —
Bhai Sati Das Ji, Bhai
Dyala Ji and Bhai Mati
Das also sacrificed their
lives.

For not converting to
Islam Guru Teg Bahadur
Ji were put in iron bars
cell in which they could
not sit or stand and were

BHAI BALINDER
SINGH SAMRA
SIKH COMMUNITY
SEWADAR
LEICESTER
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beheaded on the orders of
the Muslim Emperor
Aurongzeb who had his
father, brothers, sister and
her husband killed in fear
of them  becoming
Emperor. Bhai Sati Das Ji
was tied to wooden posts
and cut into two parts
with saw, Bhai Dyala Ji
was sat in large tub of
boiling water until he
passed away and Bhai
Mati Das Ji was wrapped
around with cotton wool
and set on fire.
Amritdhari Sikh from
Derby Sukhdev Singh
pointed out “I attend with
my family every year’s
programme and do much
Sewa and Simran as pos-
sible. This year’s celebra-
tions to mark the 350th
Shaheedi divas of the 9th
Sikh Guru were very well
organised. Well done to
all the 25 Singhs and
other volunteers”.

Sukhjit Singh, Gurbir
Singh and Nafjot Singh
were blessed to attend the
celebrations from
Holland and met other
Sikhs from India and
Scotland. Sukhjit Singh
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said “Due to these types
of extraordinary pro-
grammes it iS very easy
for young people to get
attached to Sikh religion.
He also explained that Sri
Guru Teg Bahadur Ji were
not “Hind Di Chader” as
is commonly told by

: preachers and others; they

were “Sari Sristri Di
Chader” ie. Protector of
all religions not just
Hindu religion. This gath-
ering has given the oppor-
tunity to meet with other
knowledgeable Sikhs
from across the world”.

Balinder Singh Samra,
one of the 25 Singhs and
Nishkam Sewadar of
local Sikh Community for
decades commented “The
preparations for this once
in a lifetime event to cele-
brate the unique martyr-
dom of Dhan Dhan Sri
Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib
Ji, Bhai Sati Das Ji, Bhai
Dyala Ji and Bhai Mati
Das Ji started long time
ago. We are sincerely
thankful to Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji Maharaj,
Granthi Singhs who recit-
ed the Sri Akhand Pathhs
Sahibs, Kirtan Jathas,
Nishkam Sevadars, Guru
Ki Pyari Sadh Sangat Ji
and countless other vol-
unteers. May Waheguru Ji
bless them with Naam
Simran, Good Sangat,
Sewa, Tandusti, Chardi
Kla and we look forward
to receiving similar sup-
port from them all in
future religious events”.

REPORT BY-
TARLOCHAN SINGH VIRK
PUNJABI LISTENERS CLUB
LEICESTER UK
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“Hindutva is the soul of India,” RSS”

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
RSS General Secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale
described the concept
of Hindutva as the
“Soul of Bharat” and
said religious conver-
sions can be checked
through public aware-
ness, social harmony
and strict enforcement
of laws, while, speak-
ing in Indore on
November 30. It has
provoked me to write
briefly on the subject;

State’ in the Preamble
of the Constitution
itself. Let us not con-
fuse the people of India
by saying things which
has no relevance, if we
intend to keep India
united and secure.
There is no other way.
What Babasaheb
Ambedkar said even
before our independ-
ence in 1947 is still rel-
evant? He wrote in his
book Thoughts on
Pakistan, “If Hindu Raj
does become a fact, it
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both the 1issues of will, no doubt, be the
Hindu Raj and greatest calamity for

Conversion. First, the
Hindu Raj — I presume
that the RSS leader’s
assertions that
‘Hindutva is the soul of
India’ is fallacious, if
we go by the stipula-
tions of the
Constitution of India
which terms India that
1s Bharat a ‘Secular

this country. Hinduism
1S a menace to liberty,
equality and fraternity.
On that account it is
incompatible with
democracy. Hindu Raj
must be prevented at
any cost.” He was
against majoritarian-
ism, which in the
Indian context meant

Special
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Ramesh Chander with Mohan

Bhagwat

unbridled rule of the
majority community.
We need to take along
the minority communi-
ties including Dalits on
our journey to make
India ‘Vikshit Bharat’
as visualized by PM
Narendra Modi.
Second, Conversion —
Hosabole Sahib pro-
posed ‘public aware-
ness campaigns
(“Dharm  Jagaran”),

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career

Diplomat.

social harmony initia-
tives, and stringent
enforcement of anti-
conversion laws as
measures to stop con-
versions that have
“wrong” intentions.’
Yes, conversion with
wrong intensions is bad
and we need to take
social harmony initia-
tives to integrate the
socially weaker sec-

tions with the main
steam of the society.
There cannot be two
opinions on this. But do
we do enough in this
regard? The answer to
this is a big NO, to my
mind. RSS needs to
come out of the lip
service and take on the
caste system head on.
No one wants to change
ones religion for the
heck of it. One tends to
remain what one gets
by birth. There is a need
to have inner introspec-
tion first and transform
the Hindu society to
meet the challenges of
the years to come. The
conversions would
automatically stop, to
my mind. Let me add
that I told this frankly
to Sarsanghchalak
Mohan Bhagwat Sahib
in my meetings with
him a couple of years
ago at Jalandhar and
Nagpur. I can’t say that
he agreed with me or no
but subsequently he
honored me with an
invitation to be a Guest
of Honour at one f the
annual rituals at the
Headquarters of RSS at
Nagpur which I accept-
ed with pleasure. I
thank Sarsanghchalak

of RSS, Mohan
Bhagwat ji for his mag-
nanimity. [ am a Hindu
by birth and would
remain so in spite of
many counter thoughts
to contend with.

Zara Dekh Uss Ko Jo
Kuch Ho Raha Hai,

Hone Wala Hai
Dhara Kya Hai Bhala
Ehd-e-Kuhan Ki

Dastnon Mein

(Pay attention to what
is happening and what
1s going to happen
What good there is in
repeating the tales of

the old glories?)

Musings — Ambedkar
and India’s National
Life — Just off the calf it
came to mind as how, of
late, Babasaheb
Ambedkar has stolen
the thunder in every
important national occa-
sion throughout every
successive year; be it
PM’s address to the
nation from the ram-
parts of Lal Kila (Red

Fort) in August on
Independence Day,
Diksha Diwas
(Embracing of

Buddhism) in October,
Constitution Day in
November, Babasaheb’s
Mahapartniban Diwas
(Death anniversary in
December),
Mahamahim Presidents
address to the nation on
Republic Day in
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January, Babasaheb’s
Birthday in  April,
Buddhapurnima in May,
inter alia, many more
such events. It only
shows that how much
space Babasaheb
Ambedkar and his lega-
cy is occupying in the
national life of India and
rightly so. India is
bound to become
‘Vikshit Bharat’ in the
years to come if ‘We the
people of India’ adhere
to the sage and vision-
ary thinking of the icon
and also to the constitu-

tional frame work pro-
vided by our forefathers
led by Babasaheb
Ambedkar. A cursory
look at some of my
engagements on
December 6,
Mahaparinirvan Diwas
of Babasaheb
Ambedkar would fur-
ther justify what I have
said — Invitation to
Parliament House for
Floral Tributes,
Participation in the
Panel Discussion on
Jalandhar Doordarshan,
Invitation to  the
Sardhanjali function at

Jalandhar Ambedkar
Bhawan. With these
musings, [ bow in

Naman to one of the
greatest sons of India.
Badi Mushkil Se Hota
Hai Chaman Mein
Didwar Paida
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Why Action Against Paan Use Has Been Delayed:
Understanding the Medical and Environmental Impact

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
For years, councils in areas with large
South Asian communities have faced a
difficult problem: paan spitting in pub-
lic spaces. Despite the serious health
risks and costly environmental dam-
age, enforcement action has been criti-
cized as too little, too late.

The Medical Evidence is Clear
The health dangers of paan are well-
established and severe. Paan contains
betel nut and often tobacco, which
together create serious health risks.
Regular users face increased chances
of oral and throat cancers, with these
risks being similar to those from smok-
ing cigarettes. The substance also caus-
es oral submucous fibrosis, an incur-
able condition that can eventually pre-
vent jaw movement.

Beyond cancer risks, paan affects near-
ly every organ system. It damages car-
diovascular health, increases the risk of
metabolic syndrome and obesity, and
harms the lungs, liver, and digestive
system. For pregnant women, using
paan significantly raises the risk of still-
birth, premature birth, and low birth
weight babies. Despite being highly
addictive with around 600 million
users worldwide, paan receives far less
attention than other harmful substances
like tobacco or alcohol.

The Environmental and Financial

Burden

The environmental impact is substan-
tial and visible. In Wembley and simi-
lar areas, reddish-brown stains cover
pavements, flower beds, telephone
boxes, and street furniture. These stains
are extremely difficult to remove, with
even high-powered pressure washers
unable to fully eliminate them.
Brent Council spends over £30,000
annually just to clean up paan stains.
This money comes from public funds
that could be spent on other communi-
ty services. The unsightly stains create
an 1mpres510n of neglect and poor
hygiene in affected neighborhoods,
potentially impacting local businesses
and community pride.

Why Has Action Been Delayed?
Paan has deep cultural roots in South
Asian communities, dating back over
2,000 years. In India and Bangladesh,
offering paan to guests is a traditional
courtesy and mark of respect. It plays a
role in religious ceremonies, festivals,
and social gatherings. For many immi-
grant communities, paan represents a

connection to their heritage and cultur-
al identity.
Councils may have been reluctant to be
seen as attacking cultural practices,
especially given the UK’s commitment
to multiculturalism and respect for
diverse traditions. There is a genuine
concern about appearing discriminato-
ry or insensitive to minority communi-
ties. However, this cultural sensitivity,
while well-intentioned, may have pre-
vented timely action on a genuine pub-
lic health and environmental problem.

The Electoral Considerations
Research shows that South Asian com-
munities, particularly those of Indian
heritage, have high voter registration
and turnout rates, sometimes exceed-
ing those of the white British popula-
tion. In constituencies with significant
South Asian populations, this voting
bloc can be decisive in local elections.
Opposition politicians have directly
accused the Labour council in Brent of
delaying action for electoral reasons.
Liberal Democrat councillor Paul
Lorber claimed that enforcement
measures were announced suddenly
just before an election, suggesting they
were more about winning votes than
genuine long-term concem. He stated
that people had been dealing with the
paan problem for years while the coun-
cil “looked the other way.”

The Challenge of Community

Mobilization

Political parties and com-
munity leaders play an
important role in mobilizing
South  Asian  voters.
Research indicates that
South Asian communities
living in ethnically concen-
trated areas are more effec-
tively mobilized than those
in diverse neighborhoods.
This creates a situation
where community leaders
have significant influence,

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

and political parties seek their support.
If community leaders or influential
members view enforcement against
paan as culturally insensitive or target-
ing their community, this could affect
voting patterns. Politicians may fear
being seen as hostile to South Asian
cultural practices, potentially losing
crucial electoral support.

Fear of Being Labelled

Discriminatory

In the current political climate, accusa-
tions of racism or discrimination can be
politically devastating. Councils may
have feared that cracking down on
paan spitting would be portrayed as
specifically targeting South Asian
communities, even though the action is
justified by legitimate health and envi-
ronmental concerns.
This fear may have led to paralysis,
where councils knew action was need-
ed but worried about how it would be
recetved politically. The fact that the
crackdown eventually happened sug-
gests the problem became too visible to
ignore, forcing councils to act despite
political risks.

Is Vote Bank Politics at Play?
While there is proof that electoral cal-
culations delayed action, several fac-
tors suggest politics played a role:

1. Timing of enforcement
The sudden announcement of strict
enforcement measures just before elec-
tions raises questions about motivation
2. Years of inaction
Opposition  councillors
claim they had been calling
for action for years with no
response
3. The mmportance of the
South Asian vote.
In constituencies where
South Asian voters are
numerous and well-organ-
ized, their electoral impact
1s significant
4. Pattern of avoidance

The council’s apparent reluctance to
address a clear public health problem
despite mounting evidence suggests
non-public health factors were influ-
encing decisions
Conclusion
The delayed action against paan spit-
ting appears to result from multiple fac-
tors: genuine cultural sensitivity con-
cems, fear of being labelled discrimi-
natory, the challenge of addressing
practices with deep cultural roots, and
likely some degree of electoral calcula-
tion. The medical evidence for harm is
overwhelming, and the environmental
costs are substantial and ongoing.
What is clear is that public health and
environmental concerns should take
priority over political considerations.
While respecting cultural diversity is
important, practices that cause serious
harm to both individuals and commu-
nities cannot be ignored simply
because they are traditional. The key
is to address these issues with educa-
tion, compassion, and clear commu-
nication about health risks, while
enforcing reasonable rules about pub-
lic hygiene.
Going forward, councils must act
proactively on public health issues
regardless of political sensitivities.
Providing support programs to help
people quit paan, alongside enforce-
ment measures, shows a balanced
approach that respects people while
protecting public health and spaces.
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Hatred against Love - Individual bemg kiled to safisty the collective ego of the caste pride s a crime against humanity

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK

The murder of Saksham Tete, a
Dalit, described as ‘jaibhim
wallah’ by the family of his girl
friend Anchal Mamidwar in
Nanded should not surprise any
one as the bitter and brutal fact
is that we are a highly caste con-
scious society and any one ven-
turing beyond his or her caste
line must be prepared for the
repercussion that Saksham
faced. So, there is not one single
caste or region or identity to be
blamed for it. Fact of the matter
is we all are proud of our
‘castes’ and any one cross the
‘redline’ actually become
unwanted and unaccepted.
Baba Saheb Ambedkar had spo-
ken about annihilation of caste
but that would mean annihila-
tion of the primitive brahmani-
cal values where ‘jaatis’ have
become the sole ‘identity’ and
there is no other way to appreci-
ate a person’s achievements
except when he or she belong to
your jaatis. Every jaati i.e.
caste, has an inherent suprema-
cist attitude towards other and
that is why Dr Ambedkar
explained it as ‘graded inequal-
ity’. He does not stop with mere
this term. It is important to
move further and understand
the psychology of the caste
supermacism. Dr Ambedkar
says, it is asecnding order of
reverence and discending order
of contempt.
Saksham Tete was a Buddhist
youth who fell in love with
Anchal Mamidwar. In
Maharashtra, a Buddhist in
Dalit community is predomi-
nantly Mahar while Anchal
belonged to an SBC or simply
special backward Community.
The particular jaati of Anchal, it
seems was from Padmashali
community, whose occupation
actually is weaving. According
to Anchal, her family was
against Saksham because he
was ‘jaibhimwallah’. She also
said that Saksham was ready to
‘convert’ to ‘Hinduism’.
The worst part of this story is
that Saksham and Anchal’s rela-
tions were well known in the
family and they pretended to
have accepted their relationship
but that was a strategy of the
family to get closer to him and
one final day they murdered
Saksham. The things did not

end there, Anchal showed her
defiance and married to the
corpse of Saksham, put a ‘sin-
door’ and demanded that per
parents and brothers be hanged
to death. Anchal’s act are a defi-
ance but definitely in the height
of emotion who has lost her
love. Her life is bigger and she
must ensure that Saksham get
justice but it is also for the eld-
ers to ensure that she is empow-
ered economically and get a
chance to live her life as per her
choice. She has left her parental
family now and staying at
Saksham’s house and that
would be a challenge. Many
young girls have done that but
the socio cultural economic cri-
sis they face is tremendous.

It is a fact that self arranged
marriages or so called inter
caste or inter religious mar-
riages are not accepted by the
Indian society. Whatever the
self proclaimed progressive
suggests but the bitter fact is
inter faith couples face prob-
lems not only with the outside
acceptence but also among
themsleves due to cultural
clashes. In the last two decade,
Indian middle classes have
grown into Dbelieving the
‘power’ of ‘traditional values’
and greatness of their caste
resulting in unuacceptability of
person outside their domain of
jaatis.

The so called inter caste, inter
religious marriages are impossi-
ble now. It will only be posssi-
ble if we become a society of
individuals where none is both-
ered about who you marry, what
you eat and where you dine but
that thing is now difficult. Your
food habits, your sexuality and
jaatis are important aspect today
being flaunted everywhere. The
gap is increasing. Friendship
grows when you learn to appre-
ciate others but we are fast
becoming homesick and caste
supermacist with strong love
and hatred against other. In such
cases, our minds dont work
rationally and totally function
as per the prejudices injected
into our minds since childhood.
Our political process today has
shown that there is no unity
among people in terms of their
identities and each one of us
want to keep a separate identity
to make personal gains. So
whether the community get
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something or not, in the name of
it, some will gain and they will
continue to speak up against
individuals who cross the red
line. That is the reason why
very few speak against such
violence. Political parties have
rarely spoken against it as it
threaten their identity politics.
They will only use it when such
incidents actually help them in
their political games.
Unfortunately, not every inci-
dent become political to be
raised by the political parties.
Also important is that annihila-
tion of caste as envisaged by
Baba Saheb Ambedkar has been
rejected by majority of the Dalit
Bahujan communities part of
the brahmanical system. The
unity among these communities
merely politics of their space
and nothing beyond. This fact
must be kept in minds that com-
munities are not interested to
speak about any reforms. They
want their share in power and
elsewhere. Except that, there is
no interest in reforms or looking
from with in.

The anti caste violence or patri-
archical impositon is not just
work of the brahmins or
Savaranas but OBC community
too come out as biggest gate
keepers of brahmanical patri-
archy. The cases of violence

against Dalits from
Maharashtra, Telangana,
Tamilnadu, Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar etc is concern that politi-
cal unity is possible but jaatis

dont want to cross their ‘identi-
ty’ line which they consider as
‘sacrocant’ and any crossing of
that line is a challenge to caste
patriarchy.

What should individuals do.
Well, young boys and girls
should understand very well
that the administrative or politi-
cal set up can not protect them if
they cross their line. Sadly, it is
a dark reality in our part of the
world. They become isolated.
The individuals too depend on
community and therefore think
well before entering into any
alliance. You must be prepared
to leave your community and
migrate to cities. You dont
know who will turn out to be
your dushman, enemy.

It will increase as long as there
will glorification of everything
in the name of culture and tradi-
tion. Today, our youngs are
being made dumb who just
accept what is being fetched in
their mind and the result is
things happening now. Our con-
stitution give us rights as indi-
vidual but what is happening is
politics of identities are grow-
ing and it is not easy in our
country as each identity live in
an illusion of a ‘glorious’ and
‘golden’ past. Our present may
not be that great but we all suf-
fer from a glorious past and a
golden future which is strength-
ening the community identity
but reducing the space for an
individual who can take action
on his or her own will.

Will this stop.

I dont think you can stop love.
As you boys and girls get more
avenues to meet each others,
social media, common educa-
tion and so many things, they
will definitely engage and get in
love with it. Despite all murders
and failure of the state, you
can’t really stop youngsters lov-
ing each other. Love or being in
love is the supreme power, a
feeling that each one of us want
but yes the elders will worry
about it. Yes, youth who want to
engage in it must understand
that boys and girls dont end
their identity by loving each
other but they will have to learn
to appreciate, understand each
other but the issue is not
whether they love each other or
not. In our society, the parents
and family of both must love
each other. Now, all this is not
possible as long as we have jaati
supermacism with us. Boys and
girls will love each others could
only survive if they have under-
standing parents otherwise they
will have to leave their place
and shift somewhere else. It is
therefore important to first
ensure your economic autono-
my as so long as they are
depended on their families and
their properties, it would always
be life threatening if you hail
from different ‘jaatis and decide
to love each other. Each jaati
has a self glorifying theme
which dislike the other or sim-
ply uncomfortable with other in
terms of marriage relations. The
idea of annihilation of caste is
simply unacceptable to public at
large and the caste supermacist
only annihilate those who speak
against it. Love is the biggest
threat against hierarchical caste
order and traditional marriage
system santify the caste super-
macism and purity. So, sanctity
of marriage on the basis of
varna vyavastha is the root
cause otherwise nobody would
care for this. When we can have
friends from different commu-
nities then why it stops at the
door of marriage ? It is just to
protect the jaatis and their
supremacy. If people are
allowed to marry as individual
the castle of the caste will col-
lapse and so will the very edi-
fice of its structure that glorify
it. Are we ready for it ?
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Critique of the Bhagavad Gita

A Socio-Political and Philosophical Analysis

(Special on Gita Jayanti-2025)

(Asian independent) Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s engagement with
Hindu philosophical texts is

marked by a critical, historically
grounded method that seeks to
uncover the social and political
agendas embedded within religious
literature. While many scholars
read the Bhagavad Gita as a text of
spiritual insight and metaphysical
profundity, Ambedkar approached
it from the standpoint of a social
philosopher concerned with the
intimate relationship between reli-
gion and power. His critique of the
Gita—visible in works such as
Philosophy of Hinduism, Riddles in
Hinduism, Annihilation of Caste,
and Essays on Untouchables and
Untouchability—is one of the most
important reinterpretations in mod-
ern Indian thought. It challenges
traditional commentaries by con-
testing the assumption that the Gita
advocates universal moral princi-
ples. Instead, Ambedkar argued that
the Gita is fundamentally a text
written to defend a hierarchical
social order under strain.

This essay examines Ambedkar’s
critique through four major lenses:
The Gita as a philosophical justifi-
cation of the varna system

The Gita as a counter-revolutionary
response to Buddhist egalitarianism
Ambedkar’s ethical critique of
niskama karma and svadharma

The problem of violence and moral
agency in the Gita

Together, these constitute a com-
prehensive socio-political reread-
ing that situates the Gita not as a
universal spiritual discourse but as
a historically contingent interven-
tion meant to preserve Brahminical
hegemony.

The Varna System and the
Philosophical  Sanitization  of
Hierarchy

At the core of Ambedkar’s critique
lies his assessment that the Gita
provides a philosophical justifica-
tion for the varna system. While
traditional defenders claim that the
Gita departs from the hereditary
caste model by grounding social
duties in qualities (guna) rather
than birth, Ambedkar dismissed
this argument as superficial.
According to him, the Gita cleverly
transforms a rigid social hierarchy
into a metaphysical doctrine, there-
by giving spiritual legitimacy to
inequality.

Ambedkar argued that the doctrine
of svadharma—that one must per-
form the duty appropriate to one’s
station—is central to the Gita’s
teaching. This duty is tied to one’s
nature, and that nature is located
within the social divisions of
human beings. Even if the text does
not explicitly equate guna with
birth, Ambedkar contended that
within the broader Brahminical sys-
tem, guna-karma theory served only
to restate caste ideology in philo-
sophical terms. The social effect,
he insisted, remained unchanged:
individuals were expected to accept
their predetermined roles, and
social hierarchy was cast as an
expression of cosmic order.
Ambedkar’s analysis thus reframes
the Gita’s ethical vision as funda-

mentally conservative. The text
encourages individuals to cultivate
acceptance, obedience, and disci-
pline rather than critical moral
agency. In this sense, Ambedkar
argued, the Gita becomes an ideo-
logical tool: its teaching is not neu-
tral but directed toward maintain-
ing social cohesion within an
unequal system. Whereas Buddhist
and other heterodox traditions had
challenged Brahminical dominance,
the Gita responded by giving caste
a sophisticated spiritual founda-
tion.

The Gita  as a
Revolutionary Text

To understand why the Gita takes
the shape it does, Ambedkar places
it within its historical setting. In
his reconstruction, the Gita
emerges at a time of intense intel-
lectual and social ferment, particu-
larly due to the influence of
Buddhism. Buddhism, with its egal-
itarian ethic and rejection of the
authority of the Vedas, posed a pro-
found threat to the Brahminical
world. It offered the possibility of
spiritual liberation without depend-
ence on priestly mediation and
explicitly rejected caste distinc-
tions.

Ambedkar argued that the Gita was
composed in this climate of ideo-
logical contestation as a deliberate
counter-revolution to Buddhism. Its
aim was not merely spiritual guid-
ance but the restoration of the
Brahminical social order. He
observed that the Gita does not
defend ritualism—indeed, it mini-
mizes the importance of Vedic sac-
rifice—but instead elevates the
authority of the Brahminical class
by promoting a philosophy of duty
and discipline aligned with social
hierarchy. This shift, according to
Ambedkar, reflects a strategic
response to Buddhist critiques.

Counter-

Ambedkar’s method here is deeply
sociological. He insists that philo-
sophical doctrines cannot be under-
stood in isolation from the histori-
cal problems they seek to address.
Thus, the Gita’s metaphysical
emphasis on an eternal soul, its
doctrine of detached action, and its
valorisation of duty all serve a
political function: to ensure the
persistence of a social system that
Buddhism had destabilised.

Contrary to popular readings that
treat the Gita as a universal text
transcending its time, Ambedkar
highlights its situatedness. He
argued that the Gita should be read
as a specific kind of ideological
intervention—a theological argu-
ment for a hierarchical society
cloaked in the language of spiritual
wisdom.

III. Ethical Critiques: Niskama
Karma, Svadharma, and the
Problem of Moral Passivity

Ambedkar’s ethical critique focus-
es on the Gita’s advocacy of
niskama karma, or action without
attachment to outcomes. While
many commentators see this as the
pinnacle of moral maturity,
Ambedkar viewed it as ethically
troubling for two reasons.

Detachment as a Form of Moral
Neutralisation

First, he argued that performing
one’s duty without consideration of
consequences encourages moral
passivity. Moral action, in his view,
requires awareness, reflection, and
evaluation of consequences. To
strip action of its ethical weight—
by suggesting that outcomes are
irrelevant—undermines the founda-
tions of moral responsibility. It
becomes possible for individuals to
commit harmful acts so long as
these acts are framed as “one’s
duty.”

This, Ambedkar argued, is precise-
ly what happens in the case of
Arjuna. By spiritualizing the act of
killing—claiming that the soul can-
not be destroyed—Krishna provides
Arjuna with a metaphysical justifi-
cation for violence. Ambedkar saw
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this as an ethically dangerous
teaching: if duty is to be pursued
without consideration of harm, the
text legitimises violence when
commanded by authority.
Svadharma and the Normalization
of Inequality

Second, Ambedkar critiqued the
doctrine of svadharma itself. The
Gita repeatedly emphasizes that
one must not abandon one’s own
duty, however imperfect, for anoth-

er’s duty, however noble. For
Ambedkar, this becomes a mecha-
nism for normalising social

inequality. It teaches individuals to
accept, without question, the roles
society assigns them. Thus, a
Shudra must remain a Shudra; a

Brahmin must remain a Brahmin;
and the hierarchical order remains
intact.

Ambedkar argued that this moral
framework is fundamentally incom-
patible with the ethics of democra-
cy. A democratic society requires
equality, freedom, and the right to
challenge authority. But the Gita’s
emphasis on obedience and accept-
ance, he claimed, upholds precisely
the opposite virtues.

What Counts as True Morality?
Ambedkar’s deeper philosophical
claim is that the Gita does not pro-
mote morality, but duty divorced
from moral evaluation. True moral-
ity, in his conception, arises from
humanistic principles—justice,
compassion, equality—not from
scriptural injunctions or predeter-
mined roles. Thus, the Gita’s moral
philosophy is insufficient for a
society seeking liberation from
caste.

Violence, Authority, and the Ethics
of War

Ambedkar’s critique of the Gita
also extends to its treatment of vio-
lence. The central narrative of the
text is a conversation on the battle-
field, where Arjuna hesitates to kill
his relatives, teachers, and kin.
Krishna persuades him that killing
is justified because:

the soul is eternal and cannot be
destroyed,

his duty as a warrior requires him
to fight,

refusing to act would betray the
moral order.

Ambedkar argued that this narra-
tive serves to sanction violence
under the authority of duty. By pre-
senting killing as morally neutral,
the Gita elevates obedience to
authority above ethical delibera-
tion. This, he argued, has far-reach-
ing implications: any hierarchical
system can use similar logic to
demand loyalty and suppress dis-
sent.

Ambedkar did not interpret the Gita
as advocating violence for its own
sake. Rather, he criticised the
moral reasoning it uses to justify
violence, reasoning that can easily
be extended to justify the suppres-
sion of the oppressed. In this sense,
the Gita becomes part of the ideo-
logical structure that maintains
social domination.

The Gita’s Spiritual Philosophy and
the Question of Liberation
Ambedkar acknowledged that the
Gita contains profound metaphysi-
cal ideas: the distinction between
the self and the body, the elabora-
tion of different paths to liberation,
and the synthesis of various philo-
sophical traditions. However, he
maintained that these teachings are
subordinated to the overarching
goal of social control. The spiritual
doctrine of the Gita, he argued,
cannot be separated from its politi-
cal function.

For Ambedkar, true liberation must
be both spiritual and social. A spir-
itual philosophy that does not con-
front inequality and injustice is
incomplete. Thus, the Gita’s con-
ception of liberation—focused on

internal serenity without social
transformation—was inadequate for
a society structured by caste.

The Modern Significance of
Ambedkar’s Critique

Ambedkar’s critique remains pro-
foundly relevant for contemporary
scholarship for several reasons:
Challenging Traditional
Hermeneutics

Ambedkar questions long-standing
Brahminical interpretations that
portray the Gita as a universal text.
He suggests that traditional com-
mentaries often obscure the social
implications of the text and ignore
its historical roots in caste politics.
Introducing Social Justice into
Scriptural Interpretation

Ambedkar brings social justice to
the centre of textual interpretation.
He insists that no religious text can
be evaluated solely on metaphysi-
cal grounds; its social effects must
be considered. This approach chal-
lenges theologians, philosophers,
and sociologists to think about how
religious ideas shape social struc-
tures.

Reclaiming Indian Philosophy for
the Marginalised

Ambedkar’s reading is part of a
larger project of reinterpreting
Indian philosophy from the per-
spective of the oppressed. His cri-
tique of the Gita must therefore be
understood as part of his broader
call for a reconstruction of Indian
society based on egalitarian princi-
ples drawn from Buddhism.

VII. Conclusion

Ambedkar’s critique of the
Bhagavad Gita is not a rejection of
philosophy or spirituality; it is a
rejection of philosophies that serve
hierarchical power structures. By
rereading the Gita through the lens
of social justice, Ambedkar chal-
lenges us to reconsider the relation-
ship between religious authority
and social inequality.

He argues that the Gita:

philosophically justifies the varna
system,

responds to Buddhist egalitarianism
by defending hierarchy,

promotes obedience over moral
agency, and

legitimises violence through meta-
physical reasoning.

Seen in this light, the Gita becomes
less a timeless spiritual text and
more a historically situated politi-
cal intervention. Ambedkar’s analy-
sis invites contemporary readers to
question the social impact of meta-
physical doctrines and to recognise
how religious texts can reinforce or
challenge structures of domination.

Ultimately, Ambedkar’s critique
forms part of his larger intellectual
and political project: the annihila-
tion of caste and the construction of
an egalitarian moral order. Through
this lens, his reading of the Gita
remains one of the most powerful
contributions to modern Indian
social and philosophical thought.
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