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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)

Sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

FLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCR&S0r BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L:.finn:_;- Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie Selves making etc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Film star Dharmendra lived a full and complete
life. He was unapologetically himself—a man
with a golden heart who loved fellow human
beings and always spread the message of love.
As an actor, some of his most iconic films came
during the black-and-white era. He idolised
Dilip Kumar and ultimately became like family
to him. Anytime, anywhere, Dharmendra would
speak passionately about his love and admira-
tion for Dilip Kumar.

His journey began with Dil Bhi Tera Hum Bhi
Tere, and he acted in some of the most fascinat-
ing films of his time. Shola Aur Shabnam,
Anpadh, Ayi Milan Ki Bela, Hageeqat,
Purnima, Kajal, Mamta, Devar, Baharen Phir
Ayengi, Aaye Din Bahar Ke, and Mere
Humdum Mere Dost gave us unforgettable
songs and stories. Later, he showcased his
extraordinary range in films like Satyakam,
Anupama, Chupke Chupke, Phool Aur Patthar,
Guddi and many others. Frankly, he was a peo-

HEgt
Dharmendra Remembered: How Bollywood’s Most
Human Superstar Became India’s Favourite Hero

ple’s hero—immensely popular among rural
audiences.
Dharmendra was never considered a “great
actor” in the traditional critical sense, though
his cinematic appeal as a star was far greater.
Along with Hema Malini, they formed one of
cinema’s most loved couples. Yet Dharmendra
rarely leaned on this laurel—he was his own
man who lived his life on his own terms.
Dharmendra: The People’s Hero With a
Golden Heart
He was not a political person but joined the BJP
and became its MP from Bikaner. He rarely
attended Parliament and became one of the
least-performing MPs—still better than his son
Sunny Deol. But unlike some of his children,
Dharmendra never turned fanatic. He was, at
heart, a romantic who loved Urdu poetry, ghaz-
als, and shayari. He never pretended to be
someone he wasn’t and remained unfiltered all
his life. He enjoyed his whisky and openly
admitted it; he always spoke straight from the
heart.

Dharmendra enjoyed his life and leaves behind

a big, successful legacy. He gave us some of the
most beautiful films. We remember him as a
great star who loved life and loved people.

A Star Who Stayed Rooted Even After Politics
[ have said it many times and will say it again;
Don’t depend on film stars for your political
thinking. If you love someone for their art, then

www.samajweekly.com

love them for that. We admire their acting or
singing. We have not yet reached a stage where
our film stars can consistently speak meaning-
fully on public issues—they depend far too
much on state patronage. If a government
changes at the Centre, some stars suddenly
become liberal and secular. It is always better
for film stars to focus on their work rather than
preach to us.

Dharmendra, though he briefly joined politics,
realised the mistake and returned to his roots.
In an industry filled with artificial people—
who pretend to know things or pretend not to
know them—Dharmendra was different. He
remained close to his Punjabi roots and felt
immensely proud of them. There is another
man who left politics but remains a bigger
politician than anyone else; I don’t need to
take his name.

Dharmendra entertained us and gave us some
of the most outstanding films to watch. A big
salute to his cinematic legacy.
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Why was Dr. Ambedkar Frustrated with
the Implementation of the Constitution?

(Asian independent) Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, the prin-
cipal architect of the
Indian Constitution, draft-
ed a document that
enshrined principles of
social justice, equality,
and safeguards for mar-
ginalized communities.
However, by the early
1950s, he grew increas-
ingly frustrated with its
implementation under the
Nehru-led government,
viewing it as a betrayal of
its egalitarian spirit. This
frustration culminated in
his resignation from the
Union Cabinet on
September 1951
(announced publicly on
October 10, 1951) and
later public statements,
including a dramatic 1955
Rajya Sabha remark
where he expressed will-
ingness to “burn” the
Constitution if it contin-
ued to serve the interests
of the powerful rather
than the  oppressed.
Below, I outline the pri-
mary reasons for his disil-
lusionment, drawn from
his speeches and writings.
Failure to Enforce
Safeguards for Scheduled
Castes (SCs) and
Backward Classes

Ambedkar was deeply
disappointed by the gov-
ernment’s 1naction on
constitutional provisions
meant to uplift depressed
classes, such as reserva-
tions in public services
and protections against
discrimination (Articles
15, 16, 17, and 46).
Despite these guarantees,
SCs  faced ongoing

oppression, tyranny, and
social exclusion, with
police often failing to act
on complaints of atroci-
ties. Recruitment of SCs
in  government  jobs
remained negligible, as
per departmental reports,
and no commission was
ever appointed to identify
and aid Backward
Classes—a constitutional
mandate left to executive
whim but never fulfilled.
In his resignation speech,
Ambedkar lamented:
“The provisions made in
the Constitution for the
Backward Classes have
not been implemented...
The Scheduled Castes
have not benefited from
them.” He contrasted this
neglect with robust pro-
tections afforded to
Muslims under the same
framework, questioning
why SCs, Scheduled
Tribes, and Indian
Christians—who  faced
greater vulnerability—
received far less attention.
Stalling of Key Social
Reforms, Notably the
Hindu Code Bill

A cornerstone of
Ambedkar’s vision was
reforming Hindu personal
laws to eradicate caste-
based inequalities, includ-
ing inheritance, marriage,
and women’s rights—
aligning with the
Constitution’s Directive
Principles (Articles
38-39). As Law Minister,
he piloted the Hindu Code
Bill, but it was repeatedly
delayed, under-discussed
in Parliament, and ulti-
mately shelved due to

opposition from conserva-
tive factions within the
Congress party. Despite
Cabinet assurances from
Prime Minister Nehru to
prioritize 1it, procedural
hurdles and lack of party
support led to its aban-
donment. Ambedkar saw
this as a direct sabotage of
the Constitution’s social
justice ethos, stating in
his resignation speech
that the government’s
“indifference” rendered
such reforms “a dead let-

SR Darapuri,
National President,
All India Peoples
Front
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allowing caste hier-
to persist

ter,
archies
unchecked.
Elite Capture and Upper-
Caste Dominance in
Governance

Ambedkar warned that the
Constitution risked
becoming a tool for the
elite (whom he metaphor-
ically called “Asuras” or
demons) rather than a
shield for the marginal-
ized (“Devas” or gods).
Upper-caste dominance in
decision-making bodies
ensured that policies
favoured the powerful,
sidelining  Dalit and
minority voices. He felt
personally marginalized
in the Cabinet—denied
key economic portfolios
despite his expertise,
excluded from commit-
tees, and treated as a
token representative
rather than a policy driver.
In a 1955 Rajya Sabha
debate, he explained his
“burn the Constitution”
remark: “We built a tem-
ple for a god to come in
and reside, but before the
god could be installed if
the devil had taken pos-
session of it, what else
could we do except
destroy the temple?... 1
am quite prepared to say
that [ shall be the first per-
son to burn it out. I do not
want it. It does not suit
anybody.” This stemmed
from fears of “elite cap-
ture,” particularly by the
Congress, which priori-
tized political consolida-
tion over radical social

change.

Misplaced Economic
Priorities Over Social
and Developmental
Needs Ambedkar priori-
tized industrialization,
land reforms, and

resource redistribution to

combat poverty among
the masses, but the gov-
ernment’s focus on for-
eign policy and defence
drained funds—e.g., Rs.
180 crores annually on
the military out of a Rs.
350 crore budget—Ileav-
ing little for food aid or
economic upliftment. He

criticized this as 1isola-
tionist and wasteful,
arguing 1t exacerbated
hunger and inequality,
contradicting the
Constitution’s commit-
ments to welfare

(Preamble and Directive
Principles). In his view,
such failures proved that
“if things go wrong under
the new Constitution, the
reason will not be that we
had a bad Constitution.
What we will have to say
is that Man was vile.”
Ambedkar’s overarching
critique was that a flaw-
less document means lit-
tle without ethical imple-
menters committed to its
spirit. He reiterated in
multiple forums that
“however good a consti-
tution may be, it is sure
to turn out bad because
those who are called to
work it happen to be a
bad lot.” His frustrations
highlighted a gap
between constitutional
ideals and ground reali-
ties, influencing his later
conversion to Buddhism
as a rejection  of
entrenched hierarchies.
Despite this, he remained
a defender of the docu-
ment’s framework, urg-
ing vigilance to prevent
its perversion.
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a GREAT NATION by the GREAT CONSTITUTION

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
.. a messenger arrives at Adi civilization ..
..calve of b%ue elephant clears Indus river ...
..a messiah of the’ sakyans’..
. Born Mhow, central province (middle path)..

..14th day April, a BIN( Babasaheb Identification Number)..

..on the letter of our freedom ...

..a powerful womb of bhimaji..

.. Erupts commander of native army!

.. who is a father constitution of continent ...

. a builder of nation ‘Rastra Nirmata’ ...
....kashmir to kanyakumari ....Jaibhim, a password,
..India gate opens... to Ambedkar highways ...

..a mahar soldier raises lions at home...

..maloji sakpal ..a principal of a world principle (bhimrao)..

..Untouchable (lion power) to House of Lords!
14th lion ... 14thapril ... 14tharticle ...(Equality)..
..one fourth of the universe wow him...

..hail the chairman ..Babasaheb Ambedkar !!!

..Turned cloths of ..at our broken souls ..

.. Stitched with your needle of dignity..

..dried throat of us filled with nile of equality ..

..Our shelters painted with freedom..

..you penned our life with power .. you mighty mind!!

...you sailed Arabic ocean to Atlantic..

...pacific Ocean to Bay of Bengal ...

..Indian Ocean to....European sea ...

..gather prey to cerebellum..

..to freeg us from clutches of ‘slavery’...

..a Indus missile thrash invader’s syndrome... Hail you !

..we...wounded birds..search song of liberty ..
...you, master..teach ..Tune of Columbia ..

..Scale of London school..note of constitution ...
...we walk..we run..we fly ...we sing...we dance ....
..... You build brains not body () !!

.. you are ...male mother ....feed us brain milk ..

..which the latitude of our life ...

..you ..Men of love.... fills our hearts ...

.. you talk at America ..thunder at Munirka ...

..you ..walk in London ...Bombay speak with press note ..

..bodhisattva ..you second to ..one ..

..who preached dhamma... a baby of mahamaya ..
..flowers of pali ..at the roof of the world ..til})’et ..
..Shadow on the poles of earth.. ..see kachamis ..

..you are social medicine.. Operated caste..communal virus .

...at Ambedkar laboratory..

You are a sharp pen ..

..which toast history of aliens ...

... you are brain jacket ...we wear to make life ...
..you are a gunpowder ..we use it for peace ...salam!!

Our ..battle tankers are fueled by your thoughts.
....... schools..college..university ..movement ..
...we carry your compass in the vortex of ideas..
.. we find destination .. at shadow of your index finger !!

..we were massacred at our motherland ..

.. outcaste gladiators at communal Colosseum ...

.. made to smell fellow blood with religious knives !
..... bone sound..skin smokes ..claps ...wow ..slaves ...

..you incinerated il- human ideas ...

..you weave net to kill heartless faiths ..

...we eat their ‘god’....in our debate..

...we play drums on the streets of .... adi..tal !

...your birth day is ...

..Inaugural day of our history..

...end of mindless caste misery ...

..you born with education spoon ’

..a river of wisdom has no ..end..

..your face central nerves system of our valley ...
....your voice is anthem of our nation ...

..your birth is address to our zone ..

T Ll

.. direction to our ship ..
... Meaning to our lives.. ‘
..we sail now ...fear not ...see light over ....

THE
CONSTITUTION
OF INDIA

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

...thanks to Bhimaji ...

.for bearing volcano ten months ..

..which erupts with waves of freedom!!

may I call your’s is ..a womb of volcanoes ...
..Whose baby bears our sin for infinitive years!!

...We forgot what it means ‘goat...’
...see our blood full of lions ....

..we roar on the street of constitution ..

..let all species have freedom and peace ...
..infinite thought hit our consciousness ..
..we conceive minds and deliver at society !!

..hail the chairman.. Hail the rastra nirmata
...hail the bharat ratna ! Hail ambedkar !
....you universal heart beat ... you Babasaheb ..

For your love and life for
a GREAT NATION by the GREAT CONSTITUTION

Dr Veeramani. S
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Why Dalits Remain Attached to

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Bal Ram Sampla
Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics
The Indian
Constitution made
grand promises to
Dalits. It abolished
untouchability. It guar-
anteed equality. It pro-
vided reservations in
education and jobs. It
said no one could dis-
criminate
caste. On paper, it gave
Dalits everything they
had been denied for
thousands of years.
But the reality on the
ground tells a different
story. Dalits still face
horrific violence. They
are raped, murdered,
and publicly humiliat-
ed for asserting their
dignity. They are
denied entry to tem-
ples. They cannot
drink from the same
wells as upper castes.
They are forced into
the worst jobs — clean-
ing sewers and remov-
ing dead animals.
When they file police
cases, officers often
refuse to register them.
When cases do go to

based on

court, justice takes
years and conviction
rates are shamefully
low.

The Constitution
promised liberation.
What Dalits got

instead was continued
oppression with a legal
document in hand.
Why the Emotional
Attachment?
Given this failure, why
do Dalits and
Ambedkarites remain
so devoted to the
Constitution? Why do
they  celebrate it,
defend it, and become
emotional about it?

1. It Was Made By

One of Their Own

a Falllng Constitution

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a
Dalit who faced caste
humiliation throughout
his life, drafted the
Indian  Constitution.
For a community that
was treated as
untouchable, having
one of their own create
the nation’s founding
document was revolu-
tionary. It
belong to this nation.
We are not outsiders.
builders of

said: we

We are
India.

2. It Gave Them

Legal Standing
Before the
Constitution, Dalits
had no legal rights.
The caste system was
the law. The
Constitution changed
this. Even if poorly
enforced, it gave
Dalits something to
point to. They could
say: “This is illegal.
The Constitution says
so.” Without it, they
would have no basis to
demand anything at
all.

3. A Symbol Against
the Caste Order
For millennia, Hindu
religious texts and tra-
ditions justified caste
oppression. The
Constitution directly
challenges this. It says
caste discrimination is
wrong. It says Dalits
are equal
Even if this equality
doesn’t exist in prac-
tice, having it written
down matters. It dele-
gitimizes the old order.
4. A Tool for Political

Struggle

Ambedkarites don’t
see the Constitution as
a perfect reality. They
see it as a weapon for
ongoing battle. When
they protest, they carry
copies of the
When
rights,

citizens.

Constitution.
they demand

Special

constitu-

they quote
tional articles. It gives
them a language and a

legal foundation for
their resistance.

5. The Alternative
Was Worse
Ambedkar himself
debated whether to
work within the system
or reject it entirely. He
chose the constitution-
al path over armed rev-
olution. Many Dalits
continue this choice.
They believe that with-
out constitutional pro-
tections —
weak — they would be
completely defence-
less. At least now they
have legal provisions

to fight with.

6. Hope for What
Could Be

The Constitution rep-
resents an ideal — a
vision of India where
caste doesn’t deter-
mine your fate. Dalits
remain attached to it

however

not because it has
delivered justice, but
because it promises

justice. It is a reminder
that things should be
different, even when
they are not.
7. The
Contradiction

Painful

There is deep pain in
this attachment. Dalits
know the Constitution
has failed them. They
see their constitutional
rights violated every

single day. But they
also know that giving
up on it means giving
up on legal equality
altogether.

The problem, as many
Dalits see it, is not the
Constitution itself. The
problem is that it is
implemented by a

casteist system — by
upper-caste police
officers, judges,

bureaucrats, and politi-
cians who never truly
accepted Dalit equali-
ty. The law is fine; the
law enforcers are the
problem.

8. What This Means
When Dalits display
emotion about the
Constitution, they are
not naive. They are not
ignoring reality. They

i
Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

are holding onto a
promise that has not
been kept, demanding
that it be fulfilled.
Their attachment is not
about the
Constitution has deliv-
ered, but about what it
represents — dignity,
equality, and citizen-

what

ship.
It is the attachment of
people who have been
given a promissory
note for justice, and
even though the pay-
ment has not come,
they refuse to let any-
one tear up the note.
Because without it,
they have nothing.
What the
Constitution
Promises
(D) Abolition of
untouchability (Article

17)
(IT) Prohibition of dis-
crimination (Article
15)

(IIT) Equality before
law (Article 14)

(IV) Reservations in
education and employ-
ment (Articles 15, 16,
46)

(V) Special protections
through laws like the
SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act

The Ground Reality
Violence and atrocities
— Dalits continue to
face horrific violence.
Cases of rape, murder,
public humiliation, and
lynching occur regu-
According to
crime statistics,
viction rates in atrocity
cases remain dismally
low — often under 30%.
Economic exclusion —
Most Dalits remain in
the poorest economic
strata. Land ownership
is minimal, and they’re
disproportionately in
manual labour and san-
itation work.

Social discrimination —
Untouchability persists
in practice — separate
seating in villages,
denied entry to tem-
ples, excluded from
community wells, dis-
crimination in housing
and businesses.
Educational barriers —
Despite reservations,

larly.
con-
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Dalits face discrimina-
tion in educational
institutions. Dropout
rates are high, and
cases like Rohith
Vemula’s suicide high-
light ongoing institu-
tional casteism.
Judicial delays — When
cases are filed, the jus-
tice system is notori-
ously slow. Cases drag
on for years, witnesses
are intimidated, and
powerful accused often
receive bail easily.
Police apathy or com-
plicity — Police often
refuse to register
cases, dilute charges,
or are themselves com-
plicit in caste violence.
Why Justice Remains
Elusive

The constitution is
implemented by a
casteist state machin-
ery — police, judges,
bureaucrats who often
share upper-caste bias-
es. The law enforcers
themselves may be
perpetrators or sympa-
thizers.

(I) Power imbalances
mean Dalits often lack
resources for pro-
longed legal battles,
while upper-caste
accused have money,
connections, and social
capital.

(IT) Reservations have
created a small but sig-
nificant Dalit middle
class

(IIT) Legal provisions
do provide
recourse where none
existed before

(IV) Urban areas and
certain states show
better (though still
inadequate) implemen-
tation

The Constitution is
failing Dalits. But for
many, it remains the
best weapon they have
in a battle that is far
from over.

some
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Critiq

(Asian independent) Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, a prominent Indian
social reformer, jurist, and the
principal architect of the Indian
Constitution, was deeply critical
of Hinduism’s philosophical
foundations. In works like
*Philosophy of Hinduism* (part
of his unfinished *Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar:  Writings  and
Speeches* series), *Riddles in
Hinduism*, and * Annihilation of
Caste*, he systematically “put
Hinduism on trial” as a way of
life, evaluating it through the
lenses of social utility (communi-
ty benefit) and individual justice
(personal rights), alongside the
French Revolution’s ideals of lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity. He
argued that Hinduism, far from
promoting moral progress or
social harmony, entrenched
inequality and served the inter-
ests of the Brahmin caste, render-
ing it incompatible with reason,
science, and human dignity. This
critique culminated in his con-
version to Buddhism in 1956,
which he saw as a rational alter-
native emphasizing equality and
compassion.

Core Philosophical Critiques
Ambedkar’s views centered on
Hinduism’s failure to evolve
through “revolutions” (like those
of Copernicus or Darwin) that rid
religion of irrationality and
advance society from ‘“‘savage”
to “civilized” states. He defined
philosophy of religion as both
descriptive (its teachings) and
normative (critical assessment of
those teachings for moral gover-
nance). Key arguments include:

Sanctification of Inequality via
Chaturvarnya (Caste System):
Hinduism’s core doctrine of the
fourfold varna system
(Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas,
Shudras) philosophically justifies
hierarchy as divinely ordained,
denying equality and liberty.
Scriptures like the *Manusmriti*
enshrine Brahmin supremacy in
knowledge, wealth, and rights,
while condemning Shudras to
servitude, denying them Vedic
access, and imposing unequal
punishments (e.g., lighter fines
for Brahmins abusing others).
Untouchables (outside the var-
nas) face total ostracism as
“Unseeables” or
“Unapproachables,” perpetuat-
ing marginalization. Ambedkar
likened this to a “fascist ideolo-
gy” akin to Nazism, breeding

supermen (Brahmins) at the
expense of the weak, with no
room for fraternity—only jeal-
ousy and division that weakened
Hindu society against invasions.

Absurdities and  Moral
Bankruptcy of  Scriptures:
Ambedkar dismissed the Vedas
as “worthless” and non-infalli-
ble, filled with immorality like
incest, violence, animal sacri-
fices, black magic, and soma-
induced intoxication—hardly
divine revelations but tools for
priestly control. The Upanishads
contradict the Vedas, originally
rejecting them before being co-
opted. The “Bhagavad Gita”
(“Manu in a nutshell’) was, in his
view, composed to counter
Buddha’s anti-caste revolution,
promoting duty-bound inequality
over ethical reform.
Foundational myths, such as
those of Rama and Krishna, were
not ideals but exposés of patriar-

Special

chal violence and moral flaws,
used to uphold Brahminic domi-

SR Darapuri
LP.S.(Retd.)

nance.
Brahmaism and the Illusion of
Unity: The philosophical concept
of Brahmaism—that all exis-
tence is the essence of Brahma—
implies universal equality and
fraternity, superior even to mere
brotherhood. Yet, Ambedkar

ue of Philosophy of Hinduism

argued, Brahmins hypocritically
subverted it to justify caste and
gender hierarchies, preventing
true social democracy. Gods like
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva
embody this instability: locked in
feuds, rising and falling in promi-
nence (e.g., Indra demoted, Shiva
elevated from a “thief-king”),
with avatars and Trimurti con-
cepts revealing sectarian propa-
ganda rather than eternal truth.
Rejection of Reason and
Moral Autonomy: Hinduism
demands blind faith in arbi-
trary commands, stripping
moral life of freedom and rea-
son (prajna). It sanctifies
poverty, superstition, and
supernaturalism while enforc-
ing unjust laws favouring one
class. Concepts like “ahimsa”
(non-violence) were inconsis-
tently applied—shifting from
Vedic meat-eating to vegetari-
anism, then back via Tantric

30/11/2025 29

rituals—serving Brahmin con-
trol, not ethics. The Kali Yuga
was endlessly prolonged to
excuse immorality and manip-
ulate rulers.

Why He Renounced
Hinduism
Ambedkar saw no scope for
reform within Hinduism, as its
philosophy was inherently
anti-egalitarian and anti-ration-
al, choking the “missionary
spirit” of equality. Buddhism,
by contrast, aligned with liber-
ty (no god-imposed fate),
equality (“samata”, rejecting
caste), and fraternity (“karuna”
compassion), grounded in rea-
son and science without soul,
afterlife, or inequality. His goal
was not mere critique but
enlightenment: to provoke
Hindus toward rational self-
examination and dismantle
Brahmanic “deception” for a

just society.
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The Selt-Respect Movement and

THE ASTIAN INDEPENDENT UK
This year 2025 is witnessing the cente-
nary of the Self Respect Movement of
Periyar E.V. Ramasami. The term ‘self-
respect’ encapsulates the main ideals of
the movement, viz abolition of the dis-
tinctions between Pariya and Brahmin,
the rich and poor and the man and
woman, the distinctions undergirded by
the hierarchical caste order with
Brahminism as its ideological prop.
Though the movement was centred in
the Tamil speaking areas of the Madras
Presidency and Pondicherry , it reached
out to the downtrodden masses in
Dharavi and Pune, Travancore Princely
state and the migrant Tamil communi-
ties in Malaya, Singapore, Ceylon and
Burma.
Privileging ‘Self-Respect’ as the
birthright of human beings as against
the claim of B.G. Tilak’s

Periyar argued, that caste does not make

Swaraj,

for a healthy sense of the self, and to
develop such a sense, one would have to
practise self-respect, learn to value
one‘s self. In fact this had to precede all
other values and objectives, including
freedom and self-rule, in short even
swaraj. Periyar defined self-respect in
diverse ways, and depending on the
context of his utterance and the histori-
cal moment in which that utterance was
required, self-respect was aligned to
socialism, Islam, to the Buddhist notion
of samadharam. Periyar‘s use of the
word ‘samadharma’, as a counter to
Manudharma, and as an adjunct of
socialism, which he argued had to do
with the logic of just distribution,
whereas ‘samadharma’ required a just
and equal ethics which implicates all of
us, the form of that ethical consensus
that we forge with each other, that we
shall hold and exercise rights and com-
passion in common.

Periyar’s criticism of Hinduism pro-
ceeded from his understanding of caste
as a system and ideology : the
Brahminical ideology determined what
the women and men of the Hindu faith
ate, how they dressed, whom they mar-
ried, their choice of a profession, their
relationships with each other, their
behaviour in public places, their politi-
cal choices, their modes of worship, in
short, a religious sensibility was mani-
fest in the Hindu’s each and every
actions. Hinduism was fundamental to
the very organization of caste society
and had to be viewed not merely in
terms of beliefs, faith and the succour it
offered to the believer, but in terms of
its material everyday existence.
Periyar’s idea on brahminical patriarchy
drew its sustenance from his rejection
of the conventional ideal of chastity.
Periyar argued that ‘child rearing’ could
be taken up by the men as well. By mak-
ing parenthood rather than motherhood
the decisive factor in the nurture and
care of human life, Periyar liberated the

female body and thus granted the female

person a will and subjectivity. He also
attacked the fetishisation of female
body and urged the women not to inter-
nalize the notions of beauty and become
mere ‘pegs’ on which one hangs jew-
ellery.

The politics of the SR movement was
defined as a critique of Congress
nationalism and political Non-brahmin-
ism. Self-respecters understood politi-
cal Non-brahminism as a creed that
rejected what it termed, the hierarchical
privileges of the caste order, opposed
brahminical pride and social power,
endorsed the rights of untouchables to
an equal, self-respecting and free exis-
tence, and which upheld women’s repro-
duction rights as well as their right to
education and independence. Further,
even when Periyar supported govern-
ments that appeared to him to be recep-
tive to social justice ideals, he never
allowed such support to interfere with
his critical work in the civil and public
realms. He was insistently critical of
the electoral politics and legislative
exercises , which to him, were inex-
orably given to instrumental reasoning
and limited goals. He felt that being
active in this sphere could prove cor-
rupting — and so decided to keep away
from it, and instead function as a per-
manent dissident and critical movement
in society.

The SR movement drew inspiration
from the Russian Revolution, though it
abhorred violence manifesting in any
form. The only English weekly the SR
Movement has ever had was ‘revolt’
launched from Erode on 7the November
1928,which, in the words of the leader
written for its first anniversary number
was “that memorable day in the history
of the nations, the day of the... immor-
tal Revolution in Russia..” One can see
from the journals of the SR movement
hundreds of articles on the achieve-
ments of Soviet Russia, some of which
looked for the
women’s progress civil society as well
(It had great
Amanullah Khan of Afghanistan and
Mustafa Kemal Pasha of Turkie for
overturning the centuries old dress code
for the had the

Preamble and the first section of the

social markers of

admiration for King

women.) Periyar

‘Communist Manifesto’ translated into
Tamil and published it in ‘Kudi Arasu’
before leaving for a ‘global tour’, which
was only a ploy to enter into the Soviet
territories. After returning to Erode by
the end of 1932, he and S. Ramanathan,
a veteran of the SR Movement translat-
ed into Tamil seven articles of Lenin on
‘Kudi

Arasu’. A few months later’ Kudi Arasu’

Religion to be published in

featured the first Tamil translation of
‘The
Communism’ by another Self Respecter
and during 1937-38, a full length biog-
raphy of Karl Marx were published.

Engels’s Principles of

The SR movement forged close contact

and comradely relationship with

Special

Babasaheb Dr B.R. Ambedkar. It was
the SR that
Babasaheb to Tamil Nadu through its

journals introduced

reports on Mahad Satyagraha and
Kalaram Temple entry movement and it
mobilized all its strength to support of
the

Similarly from 1935 onwards it support-

Separate electorate demand.
ed Ambedkar’s decision to leave the
Hindu fold not to die as a Hindu.
Periyar however, was unhappy about
Babasaheb’s join the
Constituent Assembly as he felt that the
latter’s legilslative labour would only
be harvested by the ‘North Indian

Aryans’. In the post Independent India,

decision to

Rajadurai

disagreed with Babasaheb’s

Periyar
solution to Kashmir problem and also
his advocacy of aligning with the USA.
But these political differences were
overcome with Periyar’s support to
Babbasaheb in all other issues.

Periyar maintained that social inequali-
ties derived from one’s birth would
remain active under any economic sys-
tem as a deterrent to any radical change
in society and would even reproduce the
economic disparities that were abol-
ished. Pointing out that it was under the
caste system that several people became
wealthy and acquired a superior status,

he insisted that even implementation of

Communist doctrines in full force could
not bring about any reform in a hierar-
chically organized caste society and
that therefore the first and fundamental
task of a Socialist in this country was to
abolish the caste system. Periyar’s posi-
tion was not agreeable to the ‘socialists’
(future Communists) in the SR move-
ment like M. Singaravelu who insisted
on ‘class struggle’ and broke away from
Periyar to join the Congress Socialist
Party in 1936. It was precisely during
this period, Periyar was able to get a
copy of’ ‘Annihilation of Caste’, and
translated into Tamil and serialized in
‘Kudi Arasu’.

Love and Hate relationship between the
Self Respect the
Communists continued after 1947 (
between 1946-1947 there was a sharp

Movement and

ideological struggle between the Self
Respecters and the Communists on the
question of understanding the real
nature of the ‘Independence’ of India
granted by the British .But the Dravidar
Kazhagam (the reshaped Self Respect
Movement) was the only party in the
Tamil speaking areas of the erstwhile
Madras Presidency that condemned the
ban on the Communist Party of India
imposed by the Nehru Government in
1949. It expressed it solidarity with the
Communist Prisoners and organized
state-wide meetings to condemn the
killing of 22 Communist Prisoners in
Salem Central Prison. The prisoners
were protesting against the ill-treatment
and frequent torture, inferior quality of
food supplied to them, denial of the
right to receive the visitors of their
choice. reading material and other
rights given in the Jail Manual. During
the first general election held in 1952
with adult franchise, Periyar supported
the Communist candidates in specific
constituencies while the Communists
were expected to support a few candi-
Though

Periyar never believed in electoral poli-

dates of Periyar’s choice.
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Periyar E.V. Ramasami

tics , he decided to field one of his close
comrades of that time, a Dalit for the
reserved seat in a double member par-
liament constituency. But the gentle-
men’s agreement was flouted by the
Communists who fielded their own can-
didate in that constituency. Infuriated,
Periyar spared no efforts to ensure the
victory of his candidate. Subsequently,
the Communists and the Self Respecters
( members of the DK) have been view-
ing each other with disdain till two
decades ago, but of late the former have
realized the value of Periyar, especially
in the context of the brutal march of the
Hindutva Hegemons. It is a historical
challenge for both the movements , in
theory and practice, to club the anti-
caste struggle with the class struggle.

The range of concerns and the commit-
ments of the Self Respecters could be
seen in the pages of the Self-Respect
journals which published a wide variety
of articles ranging from scholarly cri-
tiques Mahabharatha,
Bhagwad Gita and the Puranas to the

translations of anti-clerical articles from

of Ramayana,

the West, essays of Voltaire, Rousseu,
Thoams Paine and Ingersol on the one
hand and the
R.P.Paranjape, J. Krishnamurthi and M.

writings of Dr

Singaravel on the other. These journals
also featured atheist writings of Bertrand
Russell and Bhagat Singh. Some of the
stories of Boccacio were also translated
and published along with one or two arti-
cles by Rahul Sankrityayan and Meghnath
Saha. All these were intended to cultivate
rationalist outlook and critical thinking
amongst the Self Respecters and also the
general public.

Periyar’s genius, for example his pro-
found knowledge of Indian Philosophical
systems could be seen in his article
‘Materialism or Pragrridivad’, written
from what he called ‘the perspective of
Nirvana’ remains to be explored by those
interested in understanding Periyar and
his anti-caste movement.

Despite Periyar’s radicalism with which
he selflessly spent nearly 75 years of his
long life, it is yet to gain a solid anti-
caste space in the civil society while the
‘real-politik’ of the political parties that
claim his legacy has led them to get
immersed in the logic of Westminster
system resulting in the emergence of
powerful intermediate castes whose
‘caste pride’ entails in the increasing
number of atrocities on Dalits. While
Tamil Nadu has done better than the rest
of the country as many indicators would
show, in interpersonal caste relationships
however , it is becoming intolerant and
violent whenever the norms of castes are
challenged. This has led the new genera-
tion of Dalit Intellectuals to reject the
entire trajectory of the Self-Respect
movement. We also witness the blatant
slanders and distortion of Periyar’s
thoughts and mission resorted to by some
of them, even at the risk of losing a pow-
erful ally in their struggle for equality,
fraternity and dignity.
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Thanks and Congratulations to GOI - Recognizing
he importance of the Constitution Day

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

I again write today with regard to
the Constitution Day though I
wrote day before yesterday on the
subject which may be excessed at:
https://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.c
om/2025/11/constitution-day-
november-26.html

I write this with a sense of grati-
tude to give thanks and congratu-
late the GOI under the stewardship
of PM Narendra Modi for celebrat-
ing and observing the Constitution
Day with all solemnity and dedica-
tion it deserved as our other
National Days. My immediate
motivation arose from the Social
Media reports on all of our diplo-
matic missions and posts through-
out the world observing the

Constitution Day in a befitting
manner. It was also a matter of

gratification that a statue of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, Father of the
Indian Constitution, was also
unveiled at the UNESCO

Headquarter in Paris (France). I
will be failing in my duty, if I don’t
thank the MEA and EAM Dr. S.
Jaishankar for taking right initia-
tives in this regard which would
help in promoting India’s Cultural
and Soft Diplomacy in the world at
large. Though India’s main stream
media has duly covered the official
functions to observe the Day in
which our top leadership including
Mahamahim President of India,
Vice President, PM, Speaker of the
Lok Sabha, CJI, LOPs in the

Parliament among others partici-
pated in the solemn functions at the
Savidhan Bhawan (Parliament
House) and Supreme Court of India
yet I regret to add the main stream
media tended to ignore the events
in small and big towns in the coun-
try and abroad, if my cursory
observations are correct. On the
other hand, it is again a matter of
satisfaction, ever since GOI for-
mally started to observe the
Constitution Day in 2015; the
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Constitution Day has attracted the
attention of the masses, if I simply
go by the Social Media reports on
the functions and events through-
out India and beyond. It is a good
sign as constitutional awareness
and knowledge is bound to add to
our efforts to strengthen our demo-
cratic and secular credentials
which are the very edifice of India
that is Bharat — Constitutional
Governance with Constitutional
Morality to make India a Vikshit
Bharat in the years to come. I am
confident these developments to
keep the Constitution of India at a
high pedestal would send a right
message to the vested and negative
forces within the country that tend

to undermine and negate the
Constitutional framework of India
so laboriously given to us by our
forefathers led by Babasaheb
Ambedkar. I participated in an
event to observe the Constitution
Day at a befitting function at
Jalandhar Ambedkar Bhawan to
join my fellow countrymen.

With this I come to another issue
which requires immediate attention
of PM Narendra Modi and EAM S.
Jaishankar; April 14, birthday of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, as the
International Day of Equality under
the aegis of UN. It is high time to
open the cup-boards of MEA and
PMO and consider this proposal
which is resting with the GOI since

LT
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June, 2015. I have been writing and
reminding on the subject regularly
but so far GOI is blissfully silent.
Many cities and provinces in the
USA, Canada, the UK among oth-
ers have, taking cue from the pro-

posal on International Day of
Equality with the help of outfits of

Indian diaspora, have proclaimed
April 14, birthday of the greatest
son of India, Babasaheb Ambedkar,
as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Day of
Equality locally. I take this oppor-
tunity again to humbly remind the
GOI to wake up and not only hon-
our the Indian icon but also add yet
another feather to the Cultural and
Soft Diplomacy of India in line
with the International Day of Non-
violence — October 2, birthday of
Mahatma Gandhi and International
Day of Yoga; Indian Mantra of
physical and mental well-being.
My last letter in this regard may be
perused at: https://diplomatictit-
bits.blogspot.com/2025/08/interna-
tional-day-of-equality-
honouring.html

I recall a poetic assertion of Alama
Igbal to recognize the rising profile
of Babasaheb Ambedkar in view of
is increasing space globally —
Uthaye Kuch Waraq Lale Ne, Kuch
Nargis Ne, Kuch Gul Ne

Chaman Mein Har Taraf Bikhri
Huwi Hai Dastan Meri

(Some leaves were picked up by
the tulip, some by the narcissus,
some by the rose

My story is scattered around every-
where in the garden)

Urha Li Qumriyon Ne, Tootiyon

Ne, Andleebon Ne
Chaman Walon Ne Mil Kar Loot Li
Tarz-e-Faghan Meri

(The turtle-doves, parrots, and
nightingales pilfered away
The garden’s denizens jointly

robbed away my plaintive way)
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Muslims & Rajputs, is both Communal and Casteist

(Asian independent) The concept
of India becoming a de-facto Hindu
Rashtra—a nation where Hindu
identity and values are prioritized in
governance, laws, and society—
remains a hypothetical scenario
debated in political and social dis-
course. It’s often associated with
Hindu nationalist ideologies pro-
moted by groups like the RSS and
BJP, emphasizing cultural and reli-
gious unity under Hinduism. Dalits
(Scheduled Castes), who have his-
torically faced severe discrimina-
tion under the caste system embed-
ded in traditional Hinduism, could
experience multifaceted impacts.
Based on analyses from scholars,
activists, and public discussions, the
effects would likely be predomi-
nantly negative, potentially exacer-
bating caste hierarchies while offer-
ing limited or superficial inclusion
for some. Below, I'll outline key
potential impacts in a balanced
manner, drawing from available
perspectives.

Reinforcement of Caste Hierarchies
and Discrimination

A Hindu Rashtra could entrench the
varna system (caste divisions) more
deeply into state policies, viewing
Dalits through a lens of traditional
Hindu texts that historically treated
them as “outcastes” or untouch-
ables. Upper-caste dominance might
intensify, leading to:

— Increased social exclusion: Dalits
could face renewed stigma, with
practices like untouchability resur-
facing in subtle or overt forms, con-
fining them to menial jobs and lim-
iting access to education or
resources. For instance, some argue
that Brahmin-led ideologies would
force Dalits back into subservient
roles, treating them as “slaves”
without the protections of a secular
constitution.

— Heightened violence: Caste-based
atrocities, already rampant, might
rise without strong secular safe-
guards. Dalit women, in particular,
could face amplified sexual vio-
lence and lack of justice, as Hindu
nationalist narratives sometimes
downplay or justify caste divisions.

— Economic  marginalization:
Access to land, jobs, and property
could be curtailed, with policies
favouring upper castes. Dalits might
be pressured to “reconvert” or align
with Hindutva to avoid further
exclusion, but this could come at the
cost of their autonomy.
Historically, Hindu nationalists
have worked to incorporate Dalits
into a broader Hindu identity for
demographic and electoral gains,
despite traditional texts excluding
them from core Hindu rites. This
“inclusion” is often superficial and
doesn’t dismantle caste barriers.
Impact on Affirmative Action and
Reservations

India’s Constitution, framed by B.R.
Ambedkar (a Dalit leader who
rejected Hinduism), provides reser-
vations for Scheduled Castes to
counter historical injustices. In a
Hindu Rashtra:

— Potential erosion of benefits:
Reservations might be reframed or
diluted under a Hindu-centric

~.l

A
framework, especially if Dalits con-
vert out of Hinduism (e.g., to
Buddhism, Islam, or Christianity),
leading to loss of SC status and eli-
gibility for jobs, education, or
reserved constituencies. Some fear
this could extend to reclassifying
castes rigidly, treating even upward-
ly mobile Dalits as perpetual
“Shudras.”
Social and Cultural Shifts
— Conversions as resistance: Many
Dalits have historically converted to
other religions (e.g., Buddhism) as a
protest against caste oppression. A
Hindu Rashtra might intensify anti-
conversion laws, restricting this
escape route and forcing assimila-
tion, which could spark more
unrest.
— Fragmentation of Hindu unity:
While proponents claim it would
unify Hindus, it could rigidify inter-
nal divisions, with Dalits mobiliz-
ing against upper-caste antagonism.
Educated Dalits are already coun-
tering this through awareness of

rights. However, this might lead to
broader societal instability, akin to
religious polarization affecting
minorities.

— Limited positive aspects: Some
Dalits align with Hindutva for per-
ceived protection or empowerment
against other groups (e.g.,
Muslims), and government schemes
might continue. But critics argue
this is tokenistic, not addressing
root caste issues.

Political Marginalization: Dalits

might be mobilized as foot soldiers
of Hindutva against Muslims and
Christians (“the external enemy”),
but their own fight against caste
could be silenced. Independent
Dalit movements and parties may
face state repression or be co-opted
into the larger Hindutva fold.
Upper-caste dominance in leader-
ship would likely persist despite
claims of Hindu unity.
In summary, while a few Dalits
might benefit from nominal inclu-
sion in a ‘“unified” Hindu fold, the
overarching concern is that a de-
facto Hindu Rashtra would under-
mine secular protections, revive
caste-based subjugation, and limit
social mobility for Dalits. This
could lead to greater inequality and
conflict, as seen in ongoing debates.
Actual outcomes would depend on
implementation, but historical pat-
terns and current trends suggest dis-
proportionate harm to marginalized
groups like Dalits. For a non-hypo-
thetical view, India’s current trajec-
tory under Hindu nationalist gover-
nance already shows mixed results,
with persistent caste violence amid
affirmative policies.
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 police issue new update on racially-motivated rape of |
Sikh woman in Oldbury

The Indian Workers
Association (Great Britain)
has urged West Midlands
Police to accelerate their
investigation and improve
transparency following a new
police update on the racially-
motivated rape of a young
Sikh woman in Oldbury — an
attack that occurred only two
months ago and continues to
cause deep anxiety within the
community.The assault took
place on 9 September 2025 in
a grassland area off Tame
Road, where the victim, a
British Sikh woman in her
20s, was dragged into an
open

space, subjected to

racist abuse, and suffered
facial injuries. She was treat-
ed in hospital as a precaution.
Police confirmed the incident
is being treated as a racially
aggravated
Midlands

they have now reviewed hun-
dreds of hours of CCTV

footage, collected dozens of

rape. West

Police revealed

pieces of evidence, and car-
ried out extensive door-to-
i door enquiries. Three people
! two men aged 31 and 49,
and a woman aged 65 — have
been arrested and remain on
bail while forensic results
and further enquiries are
ongoing.Despite the inves-
tigative work, community
concerns remain high. At a

recent meeting organised by

the Indian Workers
Association (IWA), residents
highlighted the lack of

detailed updates and the emo-
tional impact the incident has
had on Sikh and minority
families in the area.Sital
Singh Gill, General Secretary
of the Workers

Association, said:“This bru-

Indian

tal and racially motivated
attack has shaken our com-
munity to its core. The slow
pace of the investigation and
left

limited updates have

many people anxious and

fearful. We urge West
Midlands Police to act with
urgency, transparency, and
cultural sensitivity to restore
confidence and ensure justice
is delivered without
delay.”The case comes as
national hate-crime figures
continue to rise, with 137,550
incidents recorded in England
and Wales in the year ending
March 2025 — a 6% increase
in racially motivated offences

and a 19% rise in offences

Sikh
figures

targeting Muslims.

groups say these :
reflect a growing sense of
vulnerability among minority
communities.The IWA has
announced plans for a second
public meeting to raise
awareness, support the vic-
tim, improve reporting chan-
nels, and strengthen commu-
nity safety. West Midlands
Police continue to appeal for
witnesses, CCTV footage and

any information that may

assist the investigation.
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HY™®ST g9 13t 3T gy ggr Arfoy
3T MIsAT At & 7 BaTHT 7
83¢ UECIS] Bt 12 Y% 1948 &
erLrE ¥ foust gu ‘g fe'g U39

mMg3xd At & 1946 feg f&'s U39
got’ feu o o3t A, 87 AH" mimy
#t & 813 19 m'® & A 3AY
g &8 & /T J.AL. A8y AT &
8w mn* grgr mrfog A7t & fdaT wE
3 Afsarg gufmmr g2ar| 7t ASY
dt “sar Bae feg fdd A®3 I
gutdtet, =fsz I3 uz fed
Jzd, 7 B3¢ AT € wfex fee-
5 AS | gvgT Arfog 7 & yA3F =7
83¢ fe'g nigT® II5 HEr fdar
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fegfewr| B fAAer g9 of, fen
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