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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
accessories

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot
TV on walls, elc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Plastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
F.oof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

Sagzr & e & rg
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For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Dr K Veeramani Award for Social justice

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Periyar International has decided to
confer me with Dr K Veeramani Social
Justice Award 2025. It was officially
announced by the Award Committee
members Mr S Illangovan and Mr
Lakshman S Tamil in the United States
today. I am humbled to receive this
communication to me. It is personally a
great honor for me being recognized
and acknowledged by the followers of
Periyar Internationally. In 2016
Ambedkar Association of North
America honored me with Dr
Ambedkar International Award. That
top for me was a great satisfaction com-
ing from Ambedkarite world over.
Periyar International writes,

‘The Award is established by Non
Resident Indian followers of Periyar E
V Ramasami, the great Social
Reformer of India, residing across the
world, to honor Dr K Veeramani,
President of Dravidar Kazhgam. The
Award recognizes, Dr Veeramani’s life-
long contribution to advancing Social
Equality, protecting Human Rights, and
leading courageous battles against sys-
tems of oppression that deny Justice
and equahty to Marginalised people
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The International Award honors an
individual or institution that has made a
remarkable contribution to the cause of
Social justice.
Former recipients of the Award include,
Shri V P Singh, Sivaramakrishnan
Kesri, Ms Mayawati, Dr M
Karunanidhi, Mr Hanumantha Rao and
Mr M K Stalin.

“You have been chosen as the recipient
of the K Veeramani Social Justice

sung Quad Camera
Shot with my Galaxy M5

Award for 2025, in recognition of your
lifelong committment to illuminating
the struggles of marginalized commu-
nities and championing Social Justice,
guided by the transformative ideals of
Periyar, Ambedkar and Phule ‘. Your
work has advanced human dignity,
strengthened democratic values, and
Contributed to building a more equi-
table India, an India Prepared to take
it’s rightful place among leading
nations of the world.’

The Award will be presented during a

T T T

ceremony in Chennai on November 14th,
2025.” This is my third International
Award. The first one by Humanist
International in Norway in 2011 and the
second by Ambedkar

Association of North America in 2017. 1
feel immensely satisfied by this acknowl-
edgement from Ambedkarite, Periyarists
and Humanists world over. For me, all this
1s huge acknowledgement of my silent work
for the cause of Social justice and human

s |

rights. I am thankful to Periyar Intemational
for chosing me for this year’s Dr K
Veeramani Social Justice Award 2025. I am
honored. Having read, seen and interacted
with Dr Veeramani for over two decade, I feel
deeply honored with the Award.

Vidya Bhushan Rawat

November 7, 2025

Follow me on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/vbrawat
twitter at freetohumanity

Skype at vbrawat
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LSE Hosts Book Launch of ‘Caste: A Global Story’ by Dr Suraj Yengde

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
London, October 29, 2025 — The
London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE) South Asia
Centre hosted the much-anticipated
launch of Caste: A Global Story by Dr
Suraj Yengde, Assistant Professor in
History and Africana Studies at the
University of Pennsylvania. The event
drew a packed house of scholars, stu-
dents, and community leaders who gath-
ered to explore how caste operates
beyond South Asia, shaping global hier-
archies and solidarities.

The discussion was chaired by Dr
Nilanjan Sarkar, Deputy Director of the
South Asia Centre, who opened the
evening by situating the conversation
within LSE’s own historical link to Dr
B.R. Ambedkar. He reminded attendees
of LSE’s ongoing digital archive, Traces
of South Asia, and its permanent online
exhibition on Ambedkar’s time at the
institution. This exhibit remains LSE’s
most visited in its 130-year history.

“Dr Ambedkar’s student file, with over
60 pages of correspondence, is freely
available online,” Dr Sarkar noted. “We
bring it out for display three times a year
as part of our effort to make South Asian
intellectual history accessible to every-
one.”

The  Author’s  Perspective:
Cosmopolitan Dalit Vision
Taking the podium, Dr Yengde spoke
passionately about the intellectual and
personal journey behind Caste: A Global
Story, a work that tracks the migrations
of caste across continents and centuries.
Drawing on fieldwork, archives, and
lived experience, he described the proj-
ect as an attempt to view caste through a
distinctly Dalit lens while connecting it
to global systems of race and labour.
The book, he explained, spans many
countries—from the plantations of
Trinidad to the labour camps of the
Middle East—revealing how caste-
based discrimination and resistance have
travelled with diasporic communities.

“I wanted to write this as a cosmopolitan
Dalit project,” Dr Yengde said. “To study
caste not as a relic of India but as a living
structure that adapts and survives across
borders.”

He recounted tracing indentured labour
histories and meeting Dalit workers
organising undercover Ambedkarite net-
works in Gulf nations. “Even in condi-
tions of surveillance,” he said, “you find
people gathering to read Ambedkar, dis-

A

tribute books, and speak of dignity. That
is the Dalit republic I am trying to map.”
Dr Yengde described the book as an
interdisciplinary endeavour that com-
bines archival work, ethnography, and
literary analysis to trace caste from its
ancient roots to its contemporary mani-
festations. From the Dalit and Black
Panther solidarity movements to the per-
sistence of caste among descendants of
indentured labour in Trinidad and the
undercover organisation of Ambedkarite
groups among migrant workers in the
Middle East, Dr Yengde argued that
caste is not a South Asian anomaly but a
“global story.”

“My focus here was, when I was
analysing caste, [ wanted to analyse from
a Dalit perspective,” Dr Yengde stated. “I
was casting a lens of an untouchable vic-
tim of caste as to how he or she will read
that text.” He concluded by positioning
the book as an announcement of a “Dalit
worldview” that is “universalist in per-
spective” and “radical in its sense.”
Academic Appraisal and a Call for
Gender Inclusion

The first respondent, Ritu Kochar, a doc-
toral candidate in Social Policy at LSE,
praised the book as an “ambitious theo-
retical intervention” and a “refreshing
take on anti-caste history devoid of
Savarna influence.” She commended its
“discursive and stylistic gymnastics” and
its methodological innovation, highlight-
ing the author’s link to “Charvaka ration-
alism,” privileging lived experience.

Dr Kochar was particularly moved by
the ethnographic accounts of Dalit
organisations in the Middle East, noting
that, despite heavy surveillance, workers
formed support networks and distributed
books. “It speaks volumes about how
education is still crucial to our Dalit iden-
tity and its formation across borders,”
she said.

However, she delivered a pointed cri-
tique regarding the book’s gender repre-
sentation. “Where are the women in this
global history, Dr Yengde?” she asked,
describing the text as a “masculine glob-
al history of caste”” where women appear
as an “afterthought.” She argued that this
constituted an “‘epistemic erasure” of
Dalit women’s distinct contributions and
leadership, urging future scholarship to
ensure all experiences are centred in the
narrative.

The Activist Response: Literature and
Liberation

Following her remarks, Mr Sat Pal

CASTE

Muman, Secretary of the Ambedkar
International Mission in London and
Chair of Caste Watch UK, approached
the book from an activist’s perspective.
His address, both impassioned and
reflective, contrasted the world of theory
with the realities of activism.

He praised Caste: A Global Story for
revealing caste as “a virus of hierarchy
that has travelled with the Indian diaspo-
ra,” while challenging the author to push
the work toward praxis.

“The book maps the prison of caste bril-
liantly,” Mr Muman said, quoting Dr
Ambedkar, “but the blueprint for the
escape remains unclear. Literature pro-
vokes thought, yes—but rebellion must
translate into action.”

He commended the book’s parallels
between Dalit and Black liberation
movements. Still, he noted its limited
engagement with anti-caste activism in
the United Kingdom, which, he remind-
ed the audience, “was foundational to the
global anti-caste movement.”

Mr Muman posed critical questions
about the path from analysis to action.
“The book acts as a brilliant cartograph-
er of the prison of caste,” he observed,
“but the blueprint for the escape remains
unclear.” He questioned whether the “lit-
erature of rebellion” could translate into
meaningful change and expressed disap-
pointment that the book was “disturbing-
ly silent” about the vibrant anti-caste
activism in the UK, which he described
as a pioneer in the global movement.
Echoing Ambedkar’s conclusion, Mr
Muman emphasised that the annihilation
of caste requires confronting
Brahminical Hindu dogma—an ideolo-
gy that Dr Yengde rightly admits in the
book. He ended with a powerful quote
from Ambedkar on the destructive ethics
of caste, underscoring the urgency of the

problem Dr Yengde’s book so thorough-
ly maps.
Engaged Exchange
Dialogue
Responding to both critiques, Dr Yengde
acknowledged the challenges raised.
“These are not disagreements; they’re
necessary provocations,” he said,
emphasising that his book was “part
” of a broader project that will

and Critical

one
explore gender and activism in greater
depth.

“Gender erasure is real,” he conceded.
“But archives themselves are male-dom-
inated. When women’s experiences are
absent from records, we must innovate
as researchers, not invent.”

He also noted that Caste: A Global Story
aimed to open doors rather than close
arguments. “This is an invitation for oth-
ers to extend the work,” he said. “We
must build new epistemes—ones not
dependent on the frameworks of others
but rooted in our own Dalit and
Ambedkarite experiences.”

Questions from the Floor

The audience engaged vigorously during
the Q&A, raising questions about com-
parative frameworks between caste and
race, the politics of solidarity, and the
potential of digital archives to democra-
tise anti-caste knowledge. One partici-
pant asked whether parallels between
slavery and caste risked oversimplifying
either history.

Dr Yengde replied that the comparison
was not meant to flatten distinctions but
to create “a grammar of shared pain and
shared rebellion.”

Closing Reflections

In his closing remarks, Dr Sarkar praised
the panel for its candour and depth,
describing the evening as “a dialogue
that mirrored the book’s global scope.”
He reflected on the enduring relevance
of Ambedkar’s vision at LSE and
beyond.

As the session ended, guests gathered by
the bust of Dr B R Ambedkar in LSE’s
atrium, garlanded yet famously without
spectacles. In a light-hearted note, Dr
Sarkar mentioned that “There are no
spectacles, because we’ve had seven
spectacles made, but someone or the
other just comes and takes them, so we
don’t have spectacles for Doctor
Ambedkar”.

(Unofficial third-person summary of
event — not a transcript- by Mr Sat Pal
Muman)
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DHAMMACAKKA ANU PAVATANA DINA AND ASHOKA VIJAYADASAMI

DHAMMACAKKA ANU PAVATANA DINA AND ASHOKA VIJAYADASAMI
(With Three-Day Residential Meditation Retreat)
Community Centre, Siruseri, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
September 30 — October 2, 2025
Retreat Leader: Dhammamitra Gauthama Prabhu N, Triratna Boudha Mahasangha
Retreat Volunteers: Mr. Maneesh, Mr. Ajayan Babu, and Ms. Anushaya
Total Participants: 38 (Including 15 children)

enlightenment, and the
system of practice
emphasising five types
of meditative practices
as taught by Ven.
Urgyen Sangharakshita
which corresponds to the
five stages of the spiritu-

THE ASIAN INDE- memorates Bodhisatva Such commemoration
PENDENT UK Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s inspires followers to live
Program Summary: historic mass conversion by the Buddha’s teach-
The program began with to Buddhism at Nagpur ings, spread peace, reject

a three-days intensive
meditation retreat fol-
lowed with the celebra-
tion of Ashoka
Vijayadasami and
Dhammacakka Anu
Pavatana Dina. Ashoka
Vijayadashami marks
Emperor Ashoka’s con-
version to Buddhism
after the Kalinga War

in 1956. Celebrating this
day reminds us of the
triumph of Dhamma
over violence and injus-
tice, and the power of
compassion to transform
individuals and soci-
eties. It is a renewal of
commitment to liberty,
equality, and fraternity,
values rooted in both

oppression, and continue
the movement toward
social and spiritual
awakening. The medita-
tion retreat covered top-
ics such as the difference
between meditation of
other religious schools
and Buddhist medita-
tion, an overview on dif-
ferent levels of con-

al life. The three-day res-
idential retreat provided
a rigorous and well-

for 38 participants to
engage with both practi-

niques, and  gave
momentum to socially
engage in order to realise

Bharat Vision.
With metta! [[1[]

structured environment

cal meditation tech-

Bodhisatva Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s Prabuddha

and Dhammacakka Ashoka’s rule and Dr. sciousness, an introduc-
Pavatana Dina com- Ambedkar’s

vision. tion to the stages of

' BUDDHA DHAMMA
‘" ASSOCIATION

Cordially invites you, your family, and friends
to a Special Gathering to warmly welcome

Mr. Mohinder Sallan & Mrs. Sujata Sallan
(Younger daughter of the Late Shri L. R. Balley Ii}

'P Venue: Ambedkar Hall, 12 Featherstone Road,
Southall, UB2 SAA (Rear Entrance)

[ Date: Sunday, 16th November 2025

(© Time: 6:30 PM Sharp

Let us come together to extend our heartfelt welcome
and to honour the inspiring legacy of

Late Shri L. R. Balley Ji

a devoted follower of Babasaheb Dr. B, R. Ambedkar’s Misssion
and the Buddha Dhamma

L. C. Gautam - 07956 2180533  Dr. Jagdish Gaware - +44 7904 909181

South Indian Buddhist
Council

Reject Manusmriti,
Save the Constitution

Join us to...
March against Caste Discrimination

&
Attack on Constitutional Rights in India

"We are not born to suffer indignity-
We are born to live with equality and dignity"
- Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Date
Sunday, November 9, 2025
Time
11 am (sharp)
Assembly Point
Sherborne Subway, Toronto

Demand justice for
Chief Justice of India & Y Puran Kumar IPS

Jointly Organized by
SADAN | CCIM | CID | JAMHOOR | CFHRDI

Ambedkar International Mission Toronto| Ambedkar Mission Scarborough
2 Guru Ravidass Sabha, Ontario|Bhagwan Valmiki Maharaj Sabha, Ontario

Forum for Anti- Caste Activism at the University of Toronto (FACT)
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Bhadant Gyaneshwar and His Contribution to the Buddhist World

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

Vidya Bhushan Rawat

The death of Bhadant
Gyaneshwar, President of
the Kushinagar Bhikshu
Sangh and a disciple of
Bhante Chandramani—who
gave Baba Saheb his deek-
sha at the historic
Deekshabhumi in Nagpur
on October 14, 1956, on
Dhammachakrapravartan
Day—represents a great loss
for the Buddhist fraternity
worldwide. Bhadant
Gyaneshwar was 90 years
old, and his contributions to
strengthening Buddhism in
India and across the world
will always be remembered.
Thousands of devotees and
Buddhist bhikkhus will trav-
el to Kushinagar to pay their
last respects to the venerated
bhikkhu. His body will
remain available for public

EN.ULCHANDRAMANT MAHATHES
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to pay their homage until
November 10, 2025, at the
Burmese Mahavihara in
Kushinagar. The cremation
will  take place on
November 11th, 2025 at the
campus of Burmese Temple,
Kushinagar.

As 1s well known,
Kushinagar is one of the
most important holy places

i
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for Buddhists worldwide, as
the Buddha delivered his
last sermon here and
attained Mahaparinirvana
here. Bhadant Gyaneshwar
was the most senior
Buddhist monk n
Kushinagar and had served
as President of the
Kushinagar Monks’
Association since 2005. He
assumed this role after the
passing of  Bhadant

-~ Aniruddha Mahathera of

Lumbini. The Kushinagar
Monks’ Association was
established on December
18, 1952, with Bhadant
Chandramani Mahathera as
its first President, serving
until May 8, 1972. Bhadant
Uttikhendariya Mahathera
and Achyutananda
Mahathera  subsequently
became Presidents. Bhadant
Gyaneshwar Mahathera was
thus the sixth President of
the Kushinagar Bhikshu
Association.

Bhadant Gyaneshwar was
born on November 10,
1936, in the village of
Jibenji, in the Akyab district
of Arakan province, Burma.
Arakan is now part of
Rakhine State. His child-
hood name was Aung Ja
Wae, and his father was a
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farmer. Today, Burma is
known as  Myanmar.
Rakhine State remains the
most indigenous and largest
Buddhist region, though in
recent years the treatment of
Rohingya Muslims and their
plight have drawn consider-
able international attention.
Bhadant Gyaneshwar noted

that this issue was not so
polarised during his time.
He recalled that Bengali
Muslims had migrated to his
region and exploited local
people. He vividly remem-
bered events from World
War II. In conversations
with me, he discussed
Myanmar’s diverse ethnici-
ties but emphasised that
there was no caste system or
untouchability, unlike what
he encountered extensively
in India. His village, a
coastal area with a signifi-
cant Buddhist population,
shaped his early life.
Bhadant Gyaneshwar’s
mother died during his
childhood, causing him
great suffering. At a young
age, he was drawn to the
teachings of Dhamma. On
April 12, 1949, he entered a
university in Rangoon (now
Yangon) to study Pali. On
June 3, 1956, after six years
of studying Buddhism, he
became a shramana and
received the name that
became known in Hindi as
Dnyaneshwar or
Gyaneshwar.

Burma was a flourishing
centre of Buddhism, and
India maintained strong
relations with it. In 1954,

Burma hosted the Sixth
Buddhist Council, attended
by Bhante Dharmarakshita.
Babasaheb Ambedkar and
E.VR. Periyar also partici-
pated in this historic confer-
ence in Rangoon. Though
only 18 years old, Bhadant
Gyaneshwar attended and
met Babasaheb Ambedkar.
He remembered little of the
encounter, being too young
to grasp Dr. Ambedkar’s
socio-political significance;
like other locals, he was
there to listen to distin-
guished guests and serve.
The large-scale event held
special meaning for him
nonetheless.

Buddhist monks from Sri
Lanka, Thailand, and

Myanmar have long visited

India’s historical and reli-
gious sites, often saddened
by their neglect and dedicat-
ing their lives to restoration.
Anagarika Dharmapala of
Sri Lanka played a pivotal
role in reviving Buddhism
in India. For context, he
fought to restore Buddhist
control over the Mahabodhi
Temple in Bodh Gaya; his
efforts  helped revive
Buddhism and its heritage
across South Asia. He is
continue page 21
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renowned globally for advancing
Buddhist ideas and practices.

Bhadant Gyaneshwar’s parents
knew Bhadant Chandramani, as his
father followed Buddhism. In 1962,
when Bhikkhu Dharmarakshita and
Bhikkhu Kittima Mahasthavir
learned about Bhadant
Chandramani’s declining health—
one of India’s most respected
monks—their concern deepened.
They recognised his efforts to pre-
Buddhist
Kushinagar and sought someone to

serve Dhamma in
care for him while ensuring deep
Dhamma knowledge and devotion
for the future. By 1962, Bhadant
Chandramani’s health had become
a worry for the Buddhist communi-
ty. Accordingly, the two bhikkhus
invited 27-year-old Gyaneshwar
from Burma to India, directing him
to Kushinagar to live with Bhadant
Bhadant

Gyaneshwar arrived on August 5,

Chandramani.

1963, to serve his guru and
strengthen Buddhist heritage. From
then on, he immersed himself in
Indian Buddhist traditions, master-
ing the local language. He worked
for the upliftment of marginalised
people and counselled Dhamma
practitioners from India and abroad,
contributing  significantly  to
Kushinagar’s development.

Bhadant Gyaneshwar possessed a
sharp memory and an extraordinary
ability to share his vast experiences.
He regularly met disciples and peo-
ple from all walks of life, dis-
cussing socio-religious issues.
Language was initially a barrier, but
he soon became fluent in Hindi and
Bhojpuri, travelling worldwide. He
continued charitable and social
activities initiated by Bhadant
Chandramani Mahasthavir. Though
unable to return to Myanmar, he
the Bhadant

maintained ties;

yggr

Bhadant Gyaneshwar and His Contribution to the Buddhist World

Chandramani VIP Guest House 1n
built with
Myanmar Buddhists’ support.

Kushinagar was
His life exemplified struggle. In
conversations with me, he shared
key experiences, including efforts
to remove unauthorised occupation
land the
Mahaparinirvana in

from around
site
Kushinagar. These battles—recon-
structing sites and reclaiming
land—form a long and inspiring
story. To adapt to India, he enrolled
in local schools, completing high
school in 1968, intermediate in
1970, BA in 1973, and MA in 1975
from Buddha Degree College,
Kushinagar. He later earned Pali
Sahitya Ratna and an LLB degree,
reflecting his passion for knowl-
edge.
The Myanmar government hon-
oured him with its highest religious
award. Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, he could not travel, so the
Myanmar Ambassador conferred
the title * Abhidhaja
Mabharatthaguru* in Kushinagar in
June 2021. Earlier honours includ-
ed * Abhidhaja Aggamaha
Thaddamma  Jotika*  (2016),
*Aggamaha Pandita* (1993), and
*Aggamaha Thaddamma Jotika
Daza* (2005) for his service to
Buddhism. Bhadant Gyaneshwar
became a legal Indian citizen in
1978 and remained President of the
Kushinagar Main Temple Bhikshu
Sangha until his death.
He was associated with numerous
Buddhist religious and charitable
organisations and served on the
Mahavihara
Administrative Body (appointed by

Bodhgaya

the Bihar government) from 1990
to 2018. When I asked if Bodh
Gaya should remain a Buddhist pil-
grimage site, he replied, “Shouldn’t
it be handed over to Buddhists as it

1S the most sacred site for
Buddhists.” He advocated transfer-
ring all Buddhist sites to Buddhist
While
Archaeological Survey of India

control. accepting
oversight for preservation, he noted
that global visitors seek not just
archaeology but Buddhist teach-
ings. India, as the Buddha’s land,
should facilitate this.

Many disciples have become
prominent monks strengthening
India’s Buddhist movement. Dr.
Nanda Ratan Bhante Thero, head of
the Sri Lanka Buddha Vihara, met
him in 1995 while in Shravasti. He
pursued higher education under
“Guruji”  (as disciples called
Bhadant Gyaneshwar). In 1998,
Guruji sent him to Myanmar’s
International Theravada Buddhist
he
Kushinagar in 1999.

University; returned  to
Dr. Nanda Ratan Bhante says
Guruji cared deeply for the poorest
and most marginalised, prioritising
education—especially for girls—
and fought caste discrimination and
untouchability. Thousands of fol-
lowers in India and abroad attended
his lectures and invitations. At
Guruji’s request, Japan’s Maitri
Association supported education
for hundreds of children within a
10-kilometre radius of Kushinagar.
He remained active in Kushinagar’s
development.

Bhante Nand Ratan ji cared for
Guryji devotedly. Days ago, at a
Buddhist prayer meeting at our
Prerna Kendra, he asked everyone to
wish Guruji health and long life.
Today, meeting him where Bhadant
Gyaneshwar’s body lay for devotees’
darshan, Guruji was pensive: “We
tried our best but could not save him.
We wanted him for many more years.
This will be my greatest regret.” I

www.samajweekly.com

have seen Bhante Nand Ratan ji
Bhadant
Gyaneshwar. He did everything pos-

always caring for
sible, but some things are beyond
Bhadant

Gyaneshwar’s presence will be

human control.
missed, yet his network of followers
will carry his legacy forward.
Bhadant Gyaneshwar dedicated his
life to Dhamma and gave Kushinagar
a renewed identity. Children study in
his schools; his temple attracts
domestic and foreign visitors.
Experiencing caste in India, he told
me he had never known it in
Myanmar, where ethnic differences
existed without hierarchy.
Interviewing him nearly five years
ago was a privilege and honour. As
the Guru of Gurus, I was hesitant,
unsure how to proceed. He called for
a chair so I could sit beside him and
converse comfortably. He answered
with profound depth. Today, paying
respects at the same venue, memories
of that interview flooded back. At its
end, he recited a Buddhist hymn for
our well-being. Throughout his long
public life, he followed the Buddha’s
path—the Babasaheb
Ambedkar saw for the Bahujan

hope

Samaj, our true freedom for over
85% of the population. Bhadant
Gyaneshwar’s efforts to spread
Buddha’s wisdom in India and
beyond will inspire generations. He
loved Kushinagar, building its
Buddhist identity. The Burmese
Buddha Vihara and its later stupa
were major contributions. Frankly,
the stupa at the Burmese Buddha
Vihara has become Kushinagar’s
landmark.

Our tribute to Bhadant Gyaneshwar.
**Bhavatu Sabba Mangalam!**
Follow me on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/vbrawat
twitter at freetohumanity

Skype at vbrawat
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Government Should Grant Reservation Benefits to Dalits
Who Converted to Buddhism in Punjab Darapuri

Lucknow: (Asian
independent) “The
government should

grant reservation bene-
fits to Dalits who have
converted to Buddhism
in Punjab,” stated Mr.
S.R. Darapuri, National
President, All India
People’s Front, in a let-
ter sent to the Chief
Minister of Punjab. The
letter states that accord-
ing to the 2011 Census
of India, the Buddhist
population in Punjab is
33,237. All  these
Buddhists have con-
verted from Scheduled
Castes. Currently, these
converted Buddhists are
not entitled to reserva-
tion in state services,
while those who con-

verted to  Sikhism
receive this benefit. It
further states that the
Constitution
(Scheduled Castes)
Order (Amendment)
Act, 1990, No. 15 of
1990, added Buddhists
to the list of castes enti-
tled to reservations.
Thus, those who con-

Special

||. ¢
verted to Buddhism in
Punjab are also entitled
to reservations.
The letter sent to the
Chief Minister refers to
a letter from the
Ministry of Welfare,
Government of India,
addressed to the
Secretaries of the Social
Welfare Departments of

all states, which
instructed them to
remove the restriction
on considering those
who converted to
Buddhism from
Scheduled Castes as
members of Scheduled
Castes and to issue
them Scheduled Caste
certificates under the

same procedure appli-
cable to members of
Scheduled Castes.

The letter further states
that in many states,
Dalits who converted to
Buddhism from
Scheduled Castes have
been given the benefit
of reservation, but
Dalits who converted to
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Buddhism in Punjab are
still deprived of this
benefit. This benefit has
been provided in the
services of the
Government of India
since 1990.

Therefore, the All India
People’s Front urges the
Punjab government to
consider this matter
sympathetically  and
grant the benefit of
reservation in State
services to Scheduled
Castes who have con-
verted to Buddhism.

S.R. Darapuri,
National President,
All India People’s
Front.

Mob: 9415164845
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Indian Workers Association Backs RMT and
Calls for Falr, Humane Immigration Policy

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
London / Leicester-
The Indian Workers
Association (Great
Britain) has declared
full solidarity with
the RMT and skilled
migrant workers who
today marched to 10
Downing Street to
protest against gov-
ernment changes to
the Skilled Worker
visa that could see
thousands deported

from the UK.
Founded in 1938 and
based in Leicester,
the IWA (GB) is one
of Britain’s oldest
national organisa-
tions  representing
South Asian and
working-class com-
munities. The
Association said the
reforms were “pun-
ishing the innocent
and protecting
exploiters”, warning
that the govern-
ment’s immigration
system is driving
fear and division
across the country.

RMT General
Secretary Mick
Lynch  condemned
the deportation

threats, saying:

“It’s disgraceful that
loyal, hard-working
people who have
helped keep our
transport  network
moving are being
told to leave this
country. The govern-
ment must end this
injustice now.”

Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary,
Indian Workers
Association (G.B.)
Echoing that call,
Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of
the Indian Workers
Association (GB),
said the RMT’s
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M RMT members protest in Downing Street, London,

November 7, 2025 [Pic:

action  “highlights
the human cost of a
system that punishes
those who have done
everything right.”

“These are honest,
hard-working people
who keep our trans-
port, care, and serv-
ice sectors moving,”

Mr Gill said. “They
pay their taxes, fol-
low the rules, and

contribute to Britain
every day — yet they
are now facing
deportation because
of unfair visa
reforms. The fight
for migrant rights is
the fight for all
workers.”

The IWA (GB) has
warned that immi-
gration changes
introduced this year
are harming interna-
tional students, care
workers, and small
businesses — includ-

ing thousands of
South Asian restau-
rants that rely on
overseas chefs.

Five Key Areas for
Reform

The organisation
outlined five urgent
areas that it says
require immediate
government review:

. Protect the
Graduate Route for
international stu-
dents who contribute
over £41.9 billion to
the UK economy
each year.

» Stop exploitation of
migrant workers,
after a Freedom of
Information report
revealed that only
3.4 per cent of
abused migrant care
workers referred by
the Home Office for
job rematching were
successfully found
new work.

* Recognise family

RMT]

unity as a human
right, after  the
£29,000 minimum
income rule left

nearly half of UK

workers wunable to
reunite with loved
ones.

» Safeguard the care
and hospitality sec-
tors, warning that
bans on overseas
chefs and care work-
ers will deepen
labour shortages.

* End the hostile
environment, noting
that immigration
enforcement has
risen by more than
40 per cent in the

past year, creating
fear instead of inte-
gration.

Mr Gill said the IWA
(GB) would continue
working with trade
unions, community
groups, and students
to demand an immi-
gration policy based

on “fairness, dignity,
and respect — not
fear and prejudice.”

“Migrants have built
this country’s indus-
tries, cared for its
people, and enriched
its culture,” he said.
“Britain must choose

fairness over fear.
Tread carefully on
immigration — you

risk destroying the
very foundations of
this country’s suc-
cess: diversity, open-
ness, and inclusion.”

From its Leicester
base, the Indian
Workers Association
(GB) has pledged to
strengthen coopera-
tion with the RMT
and other unions in
defence of all work-
ers, regardless of
background or
nationality.

Source: Work Rights

Centre (May 2025),
“Less than 4% of
exploited care work-
ers found new work,
FOI data reveals.”

c

https://www.workrig
htscentre.org/publi-
cations/2025/less-
than-4-of-exploited-
care-workers-found-
new-work-foi-data-
revealsios;

Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary,
Indian Workers
Association (G.B.)
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The India-Israel Defense Deal: A Shift in Global Power

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Few days ago, India and Israel
signed a major defense agree-
ment that goes far beyond just
buying and selling weapons. This
deal tells us a lot about how the
world is changing and how coun-
tries are picking their friends in
an increasingly complicated
global landscape.

The agreement between India
and Israel is worth about $3.75
billion and focuses on advanced
military technology. India will
buy missile defense systems, and
both countries will work together
to develop new weapons and
technology. What makes this
special is that Israel will share its
technology with India, allowing
Indian factories to build these
systems themselves. This fits
with India’s goal of making its
own defense equipment rather
than depending on other coun-
tries.

The partnership covers more
than just hardware. The two
nations are cooperating on artifi-
cial intelligence, cybersecurity,
and other cutting-edge technolo-
gies that will shape warfare in the
future. India already buys 40 per-
cent of all weapons that Israel
exports, making it Israel’s most
important customer.

Why This Matters for the
Region

This deal is shaking up relation-
ships across South Asia and the
Middle East. Pakistan, is report-
edly worried about this partner-
ship. While Pakistan recently
signed its own defense deal with
Saudi Arabia, experts point out
that India’s agreement with Israel
is different. Israel brings
advanced technology that gives
India a real edge, while
Pakistan’s deal is mostly about
money and support.

The agreement also puts India in
a tricky spot with other Middle
Eastern countries. India has tradi-
tionally been friendly with Arab
nations and Iran, and it has
always supported Palestinian
rights in international forums.
Now, by getting closer to Israel,
India must carefully balance
these relationships. The timing is
particularly sensitive because
tensions between Iran and Israel
have grown sharper in recent
years.

However, India is trying to main-
tain its balancing act. It continues
to work with Iran on important

projects like the Chabahar Port
and keeps good relations with
Gulf countries. India’s message
seems to be that it can be friends
with Israel without becoming
enemies with anyone else.

The Global Power Game
Looking at the bigger picture,
this defense deal is part of a
worldwide  reshuffling  of
alliances. Both India and Israel
are worried about growing
Chinese and Russian influence in
their regions. By working togeth-
er and strengthening ties with the
United States, they are building a
counterweight to these powers.
For decades, India bought most
of its weapons from Russia. This
new partnership with Israel
shows India is spreading its
options and reducing its depend-
ence on Moscow. This shift is
significant because it changes the
old Cold War pattern where India
leaned toward the Soviet Union
while Pakistan aligned with the
United States and China.

The deal also connects to ambi-
tious projects that could reshape
trade and connectivity. Israeli
officials have mentioned initia-
tives like 12U2, which brings
together India, Israel, the United
Arab Emirates, and the United

States. There is also the India-
Middle East-Europe Corridor,
which aims to create new trade
routes connecting these regions.
These projects show how eco-
nomic and security interests are
becoming intertwined.
Technology and the Future

One of the most important
aspects of this deal is the focus
on future technologies. Artificial

Bal Ram Sampla
Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics

intelligence, cyber warfare, and
unmanned systems are becoming
central to modern defense. By
pooling their expertise, India and
Israel are positioning themselves
as leaders in these fields. India
brings a huge market, manufac-
turing capacity, and skilled work-

ers, while Israel offers some of
the world’s most advanced mili-
tary technology and innovation.
This technology sharing also
helps India achieve greater self-
reliance. Instead of being just a
buyer, India becomes a partner
and eventually a producer of
advanced defense systems. This
strengthens India’s industrial
base and creates jobs while
reducing vulnerability to supply
disruptions or political pressure
from weapons suppliers.

This deal raises important ques-
tions about the future of interna-
tional relations. The world is
moving away from the simple
Cold War division of American
and Soviet camps. Instead, we
are seeing more flexible partner-
ships where countries work
together on specific issues with-
out forming permanent blocs.
India’s approach shows this new
reality clearly. It maintains strate-
gic partnerships with Russia,
deepens defense ties with Israel,
works closely with the United
States, and keeps friendly rela-
tions with Arab nations and Iran.
This balancing act requires skill
and pragmatism, but it also gives
India more options and inde-
pendence.

For Israel, the partnership with
India is equally valuable. It pro-
vides a massive market for Israeli
defense exports and creates a
strategic partnership with a major
power in Asia. As Israel faces
challenges in its immediate
neighbourhood, having strong
friends in other regions becomes
increasingly important.
Conclusion
The India-Israel defense deal is
more than a business transaction.
It represents a significant shift in
how countries are aligning them-
selves in the modern world.
Regional rivalries are intersect-
ing with global power competi-
tions, and technology is becom-
ing as important as traditional
military hardware.
For the wider world, this deal
shows that old alliances are being
reconsidered and new partner-
ships are forming based on
shared interests rather than ideol-
ogy. Countries are seeking strate-
gic autonomy while recognizing
they cannot go it alone. The
focus on technology cooperation
suggests that future power will
depend not just on military
strength but on innovation and
industrial capacity.
As these relationships develop,
they will shape everything from
regional security to global trade
routes to the balance of power
between major nations. The
India-Israel partnership is one
piece of a larger puzzle, but it is
an important piece that helps us
understand how the world is
being remade in the 21st century.
Whether this leads to greater sta-
bility or new tensions remains to
be seen, but it is clear that the
international order is entering a
new phase where flexibility,
technology, and multiple partner-
ships define success.
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