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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

FLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl- Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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US intervention in Venezuela is unethical
and against the international laws

US impending intervention in Venezuela is nothing but to subjugate it economically

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK
The #UN General Assembly has
for 33rd consecutive time con-
demn US #EconomicEmbargo
on #Cuba. Imagine who is isolat-
ed here. 165 countries supported
Cuban
against and 12 abstained. 7 coun-

resolution, 7 voted
tries who voted along with USA
are Argentina, Hungary, Israel,
Ukraine, Paraguay and North
Macefo. Even the EUROPEAN
Union did not come out in sup-
port. 12 countries that abstained
are.mostly vassal States of the
US.

Since 1968 Cuba has faced eco-
nomic embargo because it did
not allow the #US corporate to
exploit the Cuban resources and
its economy. Legendry
#FidelCastro made Cuba a self
respecting Nation dedicated to
the
Ironically, #Socialism became a

cause of  Socialism.
dirty word American corporate
funded deep state media.

Today, #CIA is making efforts
for a regime change in
#Venezuela as well as in #colom-
bia . So much democracy that we
can’t tolerate anyone in disagree-
ment with us. A new wave is
blowing in the Southern America
and people are getting United.
Cuba, Venezuela and Colombia
are much smaller countries com-
pare to the United States. They
don’t stand a chance to win
against US Military interven-
tion. But it is also true that
bombing from the above and

working inside the country are

i

-Vidya Bhushan Rawat

two different things. It will not
be possible for US to win peo-
ple’s heart in these countries if
it goes for a Military interven-
tion. US liberal media and
their commentators are work-
ing hard to make a ground for
Military
Venezuela which will actually

Intervention in

be against
International norms but then

=

T Wy T [
i
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US has always been a bully
state. We all know that Donald
Trump is not attacking
Venezuela for so called Drug
Cartels but for their huge oil
reserves. After the failure of
their Russian and Iranian proj-
ects, they are now keen to con-
trol their backyard which has
more Socialism and left lean-
ing than anywhere else in the
world. Hence, it is going to be
extremely difficult for such an
intervention to succeed. It will
only fuel uncertainty and insta-
bility in the region but then US
deep state rarely bothered
about it.

The

Venezuelan President Nicolas

question is whether
Maduro would be able to unite
his country against impending
US attack or surrender. In the

past few days #Russia has

actively  supported

Venezuela. Iran and China too
Will #Donald

Trump abandon his plans or

are active.
will he continue.

If the people of Venezuela
resist US Military intervention
and stand with President
Maduro then it could be repli-
cating #Vietnam moment for
the Amercans and that would
effectively end the American
their

neighbours in the backyard.

dream of conquring
For the sake of multipolar
world such corporate spon-
sored regime change operation
must get defeated. It is time for
#BRICS to rise up and stand
together and defeat such inter-
ventions in the name of democ-
racy and human rights.
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Science and Mathematics Fair Organized at Government High School Chakerian

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

MANSA- In accordance with the guidelines

of the Education Department, a Science and
Mathematics Fair was organized today at

Govemment High School, Chakerian. All |

the students of the school participated enthu-
siastically and showcased various scientific
and mathematical activities in a creative
manner.

The event witnessed the presence of stu-
dents’ parents, the village Sarpanch, and
other distinguished guests. The Sarpanch
highly appreciated the discipline and dedica-
tion displayed by the students during their
performances.

Head Teacher Mrs. Amandeep Kaur warm-
ly congratulated Science Teacher Mrs.
Manpreet Kaur and Mathematics Teacher
Mrs. Manpreet Kaur for organizing the fair
in such an effective and well-coordinated
manner. She also expressed heartfelt grati-
tude to the parents and the Sarpanch for their
participation and support.

The main objective of the fair was to encour-
age scientific thinking, mathematical under-
standing, and creativity among students —
an aim that was successfully achieved.
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Guru Vandana and Chhatra Abhinandan Programme Organized at BBPUCC Balachaur

Balachaur, (Asian independent)
(Jatinderpal Singh kaler ) Bharat
Vikas Parishad, Balachaur Branch
in collaboration with the NSS
Unit of Baba Balraj Panjab
University Constituent College,
Balachaur successfully organized
a “Guru Vandana and Student
Felicitation Programme’ in rever-
ence to the supreme sacrifice of
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. The
event also included a speech com-
petition and a quiz competition
under the theme “Know India”,
aiming to instill patriotism, cultur-
al awareness, and moral values
among students.

The programme was graced by
Mrs. Santosh Kataria, Hon’ble
MILA, Balachaur, and Mr. Sunil
Kaushal, Municipal Councillor,
Balachaur, as the Guests of
Honour. Both dignitaries lauded
the efforts of the organizers for
conducting such value-based pro-
grammes that inspire the younger
generation to uphold national
ideals and the legacy of great spir-
itual leaders like Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji.

Mr. Chandresh Shourie,
President, Bharat Vikas Parishad,
Balachaur, along with the mem-
bers of the Baba Balraj Mandir

Committee — Adv. Sh. Pushap
Rana, Sh. Randeep Kaushal, and
Rana Subhash — played a signifi-
cant role in organizing the event.
They were honoured by the faculty
of the college for their guidance and

valuable support in making the
event a success.

The event was conducted under the
guidance of NSS Programme
Officers, Dr. Anjali Pathak and Dr.
Hari Nath, who coordinated the
entire programme with commend-
able teamwork and enthusiasm.
The stage proceedings were effi-
ciently conducted by Sh. Sunil

Sharma, while the competitions
were judged by Mrs. Aruna Pathak,
Mrs. Pushpa Vyas, Mrs. Rachna
Anand, and Dr. Hari Nath. The col-
laborative efforts of faculty mem-
bers Asst. Prof. Ruby, Ms. Sukhyit
Nahar, Mr. Ramandeep Singh
Nahar (Incharge, Co-Curricular

Activities), Ms. Nandini Moadgil
(Co-ordinator, Youth Club), Ms.
Dakshi Jain, Mr. Satnam Singh
(Members, Red Ribbon and Youth
Club), Dr. Hamam Singh, Dr.
Kamalpreet Kaur, Mr. Raghav Jain,
and Mr. Bijay contributed signifi-
cantly to the success of the event.
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Leicester/London-  The
Indian Workers Association
(Great  Britain)  has
expressed deep anger and
shock following the racial-
ly motivated rape attack on
a young Sikh woman in
Oldbury, Birmingham, and
a separate racial assault on
a Sikh taxi driver in the

Midlands.

The association described
the incidents as part of a
deeply disturbing rise in
hate crimes against minori-
ty and immigrant commu-
nities in the UK.

In a strongly worded state-
ment, Sital Singh Gill,

General Secretary of the
Indian Workers Association
(GB), said:

“The racially aggravated
rape attack on a young Sikh
woman is a barbaric crime
that has shocked every
decent person. It is not only
an assault on one woman
but on the dignity and safe-
ty of all women and minor-
ity communities.

We are deeply disappointed
with the attitude of some
political parties, who are
using immigrants as scape-
goats and trying to divide
the British public for their
own political gain. These
divisive  tactics  only
encourage racism and

Special

Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of the
Indian Workers Association (Great Britain)-
(Photo-Devon Winters )

www.samajweekly.com

Indian Workers Association condemns racially
motivated rape attack and rise in hate crimes,
accuses political parties of fuelling division

| hatred. We call on all fair-

minded people to reject
such politics of division
and to stand together in
unity and solidarity.”

Mr Gill added that the TWA
(GB) and the wider com-
munity “will continue their
struggle against all forms of
racism and hatred,” and
called for trade unions,
faith organisations, and
community groups to come
together in a united cam-
paign. “An attack on one
community is an attack on
all communities. Racism,
misogyny, and hate have no
place in a civilised and
democratic society,” he
said. The Indian Workers

Association has urged the
UK Government, police
authorities, and the Crown
Prosecution Service to take
urgent and decisive action
to ensure justice for the vic-
tim, bring the perpetrators
to trial, and improve the
protection of women and
minority communities.

The organisation, which
has a long history of anti-
racist and workers’ rights
campaigning in the UK,
said it is sending a motion
of protest and solidarity to
all major trade unions and
is planning further actions
and meetings to ensure jus-
tice 1s done and seen to be
done.
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Ambedkar Association of North America (AANA)
Honoured with the 2025 CSWE Partners in Advancing
International Education (PIE) Organization Award

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Denver, CO — October 25, 2025 — The
Council on Social Work Education
(CSWE) has named the Ambedkar
Association of North America (AANA)
the recipient of the 2025 Partners in
Advancing International Education (PIE)
Organization Award, recognizing its out-
standing contributions to global social
work education and social justice. The
award was presented at the 71st Annual
CSWE Conference in Denver, Colorado,
themed ““Championing Disability Justice
and Dignity in Social Work.” Now in its
twentieth year, the PIE Awards honour
individuals, students, and organizations
that demonstrate leadership and innova-
tion in advancing international social
work.

Founded in 2008, AANA is a volunteer-
driven non-profit organization dedicated
to uplifting marginalized communities
through education, empowerment, and
advocacy. Rooted in Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
guiding philosophy—Educate, Agitate,

Organize—AANA works through local
chapters across the United States and
global partnerships to drive systemic
change. Its mission is to foster equity by
advancing community development and
transformative education.

AANA’s initiatives address key areas of
social impact, including scholarships and

school infrastructure support for under-
served communities in India; digital liter-
acy and girls’ education programs improv-
ing retention rates; and health equity proj-
ects such as sickle cell screening and nutri-
tion support. The organization also led
emergency relief efforts during the
COVID-19 pandemic, advocated for anti-
caste legislation in the United States, and

funded caste equity education through
documentaries and awareness campaigns.
Additional programs include women’s
empowerment workshops that strengthen
civic participation and youth leadership
retreats that foster solidarity within the
South Asian diaspora. With over 99% of
donations directly funding community

programs, AANA is widely recognized
for transparency, accountability, and
impact.

Through these grassroots efforts,
AANA connects struggles for equality
in South Asia with movements for jus-
tice in the United States. Its programs
embody global solidarity and the belief
that education is a tool for liberation and
lasting social change.

Recognition from CSWE

In presenting the award, the CSWE
Commission on Global Social Work
Education commended AANA for its
“transformative role in linking educa-
tion, empowerment, and advocacy to
advance global social justice.”
Accepting the honor, AANA President
Mrs. Smitha expressed gratitude on

behalf of the organization’s volunteers
and partners:

“We are deeply honoured to receive this
recognition from CSWE. This award
celebrates not just AANA’s work, but
the enduring vision of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar—a world where education is
the pathway to equality, and justice
knows no borders.”

The 2025 PIE Awards also recognized
Dr. Ann Petrila, Professor of the
Practice at the University of Denver, for
her work in genocide education and sur-
vivor narratives in Bosnia, and Finau
Rabuka-Conklin, MSW and PhD stu-
dent at the University of Utah, for her
research on historical trauma and men-
tal health disparities among Pacific
Islanders.

About the Council on Social Work
Education (CSWE)

Founded in 1952, CSWE is the national
association representing social work
education in the United States, with
more than 900 accredited programs. As
the sole accrediting body, CSWE
advances excellence and innovation
through leadership, scholarship, and
advocacy grounded in anti-racism,
diversity, equity, inclusion, and belong-
ing (ADEIB). Headquartered in
Alexandria, Virginia, CSWE is commit-
ted to addressing the legacies of colo-
nization and promoting social justice
through education and research.
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Dalit vs. Bahujan and the Need for Multi -Class Unity

(Asian independent) For
quite some time now, the
term “Bahujan” has been
used in politics instead of
“Dalit.” According to the
proponents of the Bahujan
concept, Bahujan includes

Dalits and backward
classes. According to
Kanshi Ram, 1t also

includes Muslims, and
their number constitutes
85%. According to his
theory, the Bahujans
should unite and seize
power from the 15%
upper castes. While this
formula sounds very good
and seems to hold great
potential, the question is,
what is the formula for
uniting the Bahujans? Is it
the commonality of being
Untouchable and Shudra,
or something else? The
Untouchables and
Shudras are divided into
countless castes, and they
suffer from varying
degrees of caste pride.
They are just as afflicted
by Brahmanism (superior-
ity complex) as they
accuse the upper castes of
being. There are many
intense internal contradic-
tions within them. The
Backward Castes consider
themselves superior to the
Dalits and behave accord-
ingly. Currently, most
atrocities against Dalits
are committed not by the
upper castes but by the
prosperous (kulak)
Backward Castes. Most
Dalits are labourers, and
the economic interests of
these newly wealthy
castes clash with those of
the labourers. This is why
these castes perpetrate
atrocities against Dalits

regarding wages and
forced labour. In such a
situation, on what basis
can unity be established
between  Dalits and
Backward Castes? On one
hand, there is social dis-
tance, and on the other
hand, a conflict of eco-
nomic interests.
Therefore, merely being
Dalit and backward, or
Untouchable and Shudra,
cannot be the basis for
unity. Even if some unity
1s formed based on politi-
cal self-interest, it cannot
be permanent, as has been
observed in practice.

Now, if we analyse the
class structure of Dalits
and Backward Castes, it 1s
found that even within the
Dalit community, a class
division between the pros-
perous and the poor has
emerged. The distinction
between the forward,
backward, and extremely
backward classes within
the Backward Castes is
very clear. For some time
now, only the affluent sec-

tions of the Dalit and

manifesting itself as the
Pasmanda (most back-
ward) Muslims move-
ment.

Now the question arises:
what can be the real basis
for unity within these
groups? The above analy-
sis makes it clear that
within Dalits, backward
classes, and Muslims,
there are two distinct
classes — the forward and
the backward — whose
economic and political
interests are different, and
there are sharp contradic-
tions and  conflicts
between them. Until now,
the dominant section of
these groups has been
leading the entire
caste/class and communi-
ty in the name of caste and
religion, and it 1s this sec-
tion that has reaped all the
economic and political
benefits of development.
This has intensified
caste/class divisions and
conflicts within these
groups. Various political
parties have been exploit-

Backward classes have & &

benefited from economic
development and gained a
share in political power.
In contrast, most Dalits
and Backward Classes
remain severely marginal-
ized. This division has
given rise to the concept
of the “most backward”
among Dalits and other
backward classes. This
also makes it clear that the
concept of “Bahujan” (the
majority) is merely an
abstract idea. Similarly,
among Muslims, there 1s a
division between Ashraf,
Ajlaf, and Arzal, which is

S.R. Darapuri, National
President, All India
Peoples Front

ing this caste/class divi-
sion, but no party has
identified their real issues
or done anything for their
upliftment.

Recently, the BJP has

l  wardness

united them in the name
of Hinduism and garnered
their votes. If we look
closely, this class 1is
socially, economically,
and politically backward.
The real upliftment of
these classes can only be
achieved by addressing
the issues related to their
backwardness and formu-
lating policies to resolve
them. Therefore, their true
unity can only be built
around these issues, not
based on caste and reli-
gion. From the perspec-
tive of economic and
political interests, these
groups are natural allies
because their problems
are similar, and their
struggle for liberation is
also the same.

Under the umbrella of
“Bahujan,” the issues and
interests of the most back-
ward sections get sup-
pressed. Therefore, to
establish strong unity
among these extremely
backward sections,
instead of the artificial
concept of Bahujan based
on caste/religion, issues
related to their social, eco-
nomic, and political back-
should be
raised. Politics based on
caste and religion only
strengthens  Hindutva.
With this objective, the
All India People’s Front
(AIPF) has included the
following 1issues under
social justice in its agen-
da: (1) separating the
quota for  backward
Muslims from the Other
Backward Classes
(OBCs), amending Article
341 to include Dalit
Muslims and Christians in

the Scheduled Castes, and
implementing the recom-
mendations of the Sachar
Committee and
Ranganath Mishra
Committee; (2) providing
separate reservation quo-
tas for extremely back-
ward Hindu and Muslim
castes from within the
27% OBC quota; (3)
restoring the reservation
system in promotions as
soon as possible; (4) fill-
ing vacant government
posts under the SC/ST
quota through a special
campaign; (5) providing

reservations to Dalits,
Adivasis, OBCs, and
Extremely Backward

Classes in the private sec-
tor as well; (6) granting
tribal status to tribal com-
munities like the Kol
community of Uttar
Pradesh; (7) strictly
implementing the Forest
Rights Act and making
employment a fundamen-
tal right, etc.

With the aim of giving
representation to these
sections, the party has
reserved 75% of the
positions in its constitu-
tion for Dalits,
Backward Classes,
Minorities, and Women.
The AIPF is striving to
promote 1ssue-based
multi-class political
unity instead of caste-
based Bahujan politics,
as Dr. Ambedkar also did
by establishing the
Republican Party of
India. With this objec-
tive, the AIPF is current-
ly running an
Employment and Social
Rights Campaign which
1s getting good response.
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It is said that revolution
devours its own children.
This statement about the
French Revolution has
been echoed and applied to
the American Revolution,
the Russian Revolution,
and the Chinese
Revolution, among other
revolutions, both large and
small, around the world.
Scholars have extensively
pondered upon this prob-
lematic aspect of a revolu-
tion. However, the crucial
issue of what counter-revo-
lution does has not
received the necessary
attention of scholars. A
close look at the reality of
the world today indicates
that counter-revolution acts
as a shield to protect its
own children, and selec-
tively devours the very
icons who dreamed of and
carried out the revolution.

Apart  from  Kishan
Patnaik, no other leader or
thinker has explicitly stated
that the process of global-
ization is, in fact, a process
of global counter-revolu-
tion. After three and a half
decades of neoliberalism, it
can be said that India has
become a component part
of that counter-revolution;
and also a vocal eulogiser.
If we examine India’s
counter-revolution at this
juncture, we find that it has
been nourished by devour-
ing its icons in an acrobatic
manner. Those icons have
been the dynamic source of
freedom, sovereignty,
equality, self-reliance, cul-
ture, and harmony, that is,
these symbols and icons
are the ones that have
shaped our national life.
The storm of counter-revo-
lution raging in India is so
powerful that its hunger is
not limited only to devour-
ing historical symbols and
icons; it is also devouring
spiritual and religious sym-

bols that reside in the infi-
nite dimension of time.

India’s freedom struggle
against imperialist domina-
tion and its vision was
hailed as a glorious revolu-
tion across the world. The
message of that revolution
not only reached the colo-
nized countries of Asia,
Africa, and the Americas,
but the imperialist coun-
tries of Europe too could
not remain untouched.
Independent India had to
carry that revolution to
maximum fruition on a
national and global scale.
Imperialist powers, in col-
lusion with local commu-
nal elements, dealt a major
blow to India’s revolution
at the very beginning by
dividing the country.
Meanwhile, with India’s
independence, the next
phase of imperialism came
into the hands of the
United States. The
American version of impe-
rialism was even more ret-
rogressive and inhumane
than the first. It was not
merely a relic of past impe-
rialism, destined to end
with the rise of newly inde-
pendent nations. The
United States started the
creation and expansion of
new economic, strategic,
commercial, educational,
and intelligence institu-
tions as the part of a far-
reaching strategy and
diplomacy to bring the
newly independent coun-
tries of Asia, Africa, and
South America under the
neo-imperialist yoke.
European countries that
had previously held vari-
ous colonies made its
stooges in strengthening
and expanding this new
version of imperialism.

The American incarnation
of imperialism, founded on
the foundations of market,
weapons, deceit and
debauchery has essentially
become the dream of the
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entire world. It is a term
coined as the ‘American
Dream’. What is the
American Dream and how
its magic works makes an
interesting topic to ponder
upon. But it would be a
lengthy subject to discuss
here. It is simply necessary
to emphasize that if the
leadership of independent
India has not followed
Gandhi’s path in totality, it
has not become a slave to
the American Dream
either.

For about ten years after
Gandhi’s  assassination,
some aura of the Indian
revolution persisted among
the ruling class and the
people. But even at this
time, some prominent
opposition leaders and
thinkers continued to inter-
pret and expand Gandhi-
era revolutionary spirit in
the new circumstances.
The country’s
socialist/communist move-
ment, divided into several
streams, remained active in
transforming the Indian
revolution into a socialist
revolution. Their work
exerted some pressure on
the policymakers and even
the communal and right-
wing elements.

Several leaders who resis-
ted injustice globally drew
inspiration from the meth-
ods and values of the
Indian revolution and
waged their own struggles.
However, the corrupt and
dishonest class that had
reaped full benefits of
achievements in independ-
ent India became desperate
to open the door to the
American Dream. Within
four decades of independ-
ence, the American Dream
had left no stone unturned
to destroy the Indian revo-
lution in India itself.

Rajiv Gandhi was the first
to wonder and regret why
the world’s two largest
democracies  remained

alienated in relation to each
other. Then, through the
New Economic Policies
and the Dunkel proposals,
the team of Narasimha Rao
and Dr. Manmohan Singh
presented India as the open
pasture of the American
Dream. HD Deve Gowda,
who had Chidambaram as
Finance Minister, abdicat-
ed his throne to receive Bill
Gates when he visited
India. Then came Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and the
long series of Jaswant
Singh-Strobe Talbott talks
ensued. This firmly tied up
India’s destiny to the
American Dream.

The BJP-led NDA govern-
ment could manage only
one term. The reason was
that a large number of
Indians continued to strug-
gle against neo-imperialist
subjugation outside the
government. As a result,
the government changed,
and Dr. Manmohan Singh
became Prime Minister of
the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government. All

Dr. Prem Singh

governments formed after
Rajiv Gandhi, before the
2014 Modi government,
were coalition govern-
ments. All the players in
mainstream politics,
including communists and
socialists, were involved in
these governments in one
capacity or another. Most
intellectuals had either
become outright advocates
of neoliberalism or were
acting as
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hidden/covert/latent
neoliberals. Meanwhile, a
network of NGOs, funded
by foreign money, primari-
ly by the United States,
sprung up across the coun-
try, was engaged in various
kinds of research and solv-
ing problems. The inherent
condition attached to this
foreign funding was that no
genuine  voice should
remain in the realm of pol-
itics and thought against
the American Dream. The
multifaceted business of
feeding the opium of the
American Dream to the
entire Indian population,
began to spread rapidly.

It was a natural move on
the part of the counter-rev-
olutionary side to bathe
Gandhi, the greatest icon
of India’s revolution, in the
hamam of the American
Dream! Narasimha Rao,
while addressing the US
Congress, declared proud-
ly that he was building the
India of Gandhi’s dreams.
Following him, Vajpayee,
at the inauguration of the
Gandhi Memorial Museum
in Washington, DC, and
then in his speech before
the US Congress, attempt-
ed to reconcile his
“Gandhian  Socialism”
with American imperial-
ism. Manmohan Singh,
while addressing the US
Congress, once again
apprised the world that the
work of building an India
of Gandhi’s dreams was
progressing rapidly.
Gandhi, who had stipulated
that he could visit the US
only if the country
dethroned the dollar, was
drowned in the American
Dream by India’s ruling
classes.

The purpose of the discus-
sion here is simply to clari-
fy that the greatest symbol
of India’s revolution was
made the first victim of
India’s counter-revolution;
and the political and intel-

lectual elite from all walks
of life have been complicit
in this act. No one has
argued that Gandhi’s
dream is an alternative to
the American Dream; no
one has argued that if the
consensus favours the
American Dream then
Gandhi’s dream should not
be unnecessarily invoked.
If the decision rests with
the political and intellectu-
al elite, they are responsi-
ble for it, not Gandhi.
2
This trend could not
remain  confined to
Gandhi’s name. Almost all
the symbols and icons of
independence were drawn
into the ocean of counter-
revolution. In 2007, on the
occasion of the 150th
anniversary of the 1857
Revolt, the Congress
organized a revolution
march (kranti yatra) from
Meerut to Delhi.
Numerous civil society
activists, writers and
thinkers participated in it.
In 1991, Manmohan Singh,
who formally mortgaged
the country’s independence
at the feet of neo-imperial-
1sm, welcomed the
marchers at the Red Fort. A
flood of seminars on vari-
ous aspects of the 1857
Revolt, organized with
government funding,
erupted. It seemed possible
that India’s intelligentsia
would recognize the anti-
imperialist spirit of 1857
and sharpen its anti-neo-
imperialist struggle. But
the entire event ultimately
fed counter-revolution by
making  known  and
unknown Indians, who
sacrificed their lives, its
fodder.
Numerous mini-counter-
revolutions have occurred
in different countries in
conjunction with the neo-
imperialist counter-revolu-
tion. This happened in
continue page no 22
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India as well. Within four or five years of the
150th anniversary of the 1857 Revolt, on a plat-
form set up by NGO leaders and the RSS, official
communists, socialists who considered them-
selves above caste-based socialism, civil society
activists, professionals from various fields, writ-
ers, scholars, religious, meditation, yoga gurus,
corporate houses, and the entire media got united
to support a counter-revolution disguised as an
anti-corruption movement. The youth, which had
become largely apolitical during two decades of
neoliberalism, frantically plunged into the move-
ment. The entire world witnessed a colourful
competition to see whose boat would sail faster in
the currents of counter-revolution. Naturally, the
rest of society, including the vast population
excluded by the New Economic Policies, was
stunned by the sudden appearance of ‘revolution’
at their doorstep! The entire country eagerly
watched the ‘elder Gandhi’ and ‘young Gandhi’
preaching sermons day and night on news chan-
nels.

At first, it was said that India needs to be made
corruption-free; the corrupt need to be exposed
publicly. But soon the call changed and it was
announced that the country was going through
another wave of the second and third revolution.
Comparisons were made with the JP movement,
even the freedom movement. Fatwas were issued
declaring that anyone who did not support this
revolution was not with the country. NRIs living
in Europe and America too enthusiastically joined
the patriotic cause. In the presence of the image
of RSS’s Bharat Mata, the elder Gandhi declared
to the countrymen that Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi was running an ideal government.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar was placed
second. Modi, who had a sharp eye on the occa-
sion, expressed his gratitude to the elder Gandhi
by writing a letter.

To avoid giving the entire credit to RSS’s Bharat
Mata and Gandhi, the picture of Ambedkar’s was
also added onto the stage. When the moment
arrived to give the nascent revolution its scriptur-
al name, the pundits of revolution-science
declared that, as per the codex, it would be called
“Kejriwal Kranti”! Gandhi had been around far
too long, so it was decided to assign Ambedkar
and Bhagat Singh the role of icons for the nascent
party. A prominent Marxist leader had already
called the hero of the revolution the Lenin of
India.

Everything was so natural and coherent that noth-
ing could be felt missing except wonder. When
the revolutionary hero performed the revolution-
ary action of cutting an electric wire in full view
of the media, two renowned civil society activists
arrived to encourage him.

As promised, the governments of the elder Modi
at the center and the young Modi in Delhi were
established. A scholar of Bhagat Singh had long
ago appealed to Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh to establish the Bhagat Singh Archives and
Research Center in Delhi. Young Modi fulfilled
that demand, thus stamping his patent on Bhagat
Singh. The public has already been acquainted
with the ‘fakirs of today’; it has also enthusiasti-
cally embraced the ‘modern-day freedom fight-
ers’. When these modern-day freedom fighters
get released from jail on corruption charges, they
are showered with flower petals. We understand
what this means, it’s a blatant act of making the
children of the counter-revolution the ‘rightful’
heirs of the millions of Indians who actually sac-
rificed their lives in the struggle for independ-
ence!

Whatever Gandhi’s other ‘usefulness’ may have
been to the ruling class of India, he had been a
counterfeit coin for vote-mongering. However,
his name does have some appeal for Muslim
votes. Sensing this, the nascent party born from
the womb of ‘revolution’ fielded one of Gandhi’s
grandsons from the East Delhi Lok Sabha con-
stituency. I happened to be a contestant from that
constituency as a Socialist Party (India) candi-
date. During the election campaign, some auto-
rickshaws were seen roaming in Muslim-domi-
nated neighbourhoods with banners reading
“Mahatma Gandhi’s grandson.” Auto drivers
were strictly prohibited from going to other
colonies in the area with that banner. Gandhi’s
grandson might have garnered a significant

Muslim vote in Gandhi’s name, but it was an
unsuccessful attempt. Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Vishwanath Pratap Singh had also unsuccessfully
attempted to field the same Gandhi’s grandson in
the election.

India is a large country. It is natural that many
mini-revolutions have occurred within the frame-
work of counter-revolutions, and will continue to
occur in the future. One such counter-revolution
in India was against secularism. Kishan Patnaik
has written, “To give a recent example, we can
say that secularism has been the central principle
of modern Indian politics; in the 1980s, a chapter
of counter-revolution, disguised as Hindutva,
began aiming to transform the country’s political
culture. It is consistent with the current wave of
counter-revolution sweeping the world; but its
significance is small in comparison; rather, it is
encouraged by the atmosphere of counter-revolu-
tion.” (‘Vikalpheen Nahin Hai Duniya’ (The
World Is Not Without Alternative), p. 172-173)
The above mentioned statement of Kishan
Patnaik dates back to 1994. Had he been present
to see the situation now, two decades later, he
might not have said that its (Hindutva’s) signifi-
cance is minimal and that it serves only to trans-
form political culture. Sitting comfortably in the
lap of the capitalist counter-revolution, it has not
only shattered the Indian nation and society but
has also destroyed the sanctity of divine symbols,
the very foundation of faith and devotion. This is
a more profound injury than the commercial
exploitation of religion and spirituality.

The aim of this article is not to provide a com-
plete list of the several mini-counter-revolutions
that have occurred in India in conjunction with
the imperialist counter-revolution. However, a
number of mini-counter-revolutions have taken
place in constitutional democratic institutions,
educational and research institutions, diplomatic
institutions, and academies related to literature,
art, and culture. We are confronted daily with the
counter-revolution taking place in the ecology
from the sea to the Himalayas. Parallel to the
above, one can examine the counter-revolution
taking place within social and religious institu-
tions/festivals. One can delve deeper into the
causes resulting in counter-revolution in Indian
values and human values.

By citing the examples of two counter-revolu-
tions, an attempt has been made to illustrate that
the political class and the intellectual class have
jointly dragged the symbols and icons that stood
for socialism, democracy, and secularism during
the freedom movement and independent India
into the pit of counter-revolution. India’s nation-
al flag, the tricolour, which has been the supreme
symbol of nationalism during the freedom move-
ment and independent India, is the same that is
used by the wave of counter-revolution. Some
counter-revolutionaries campaign for ‘tricolour
in every home’, while others strive to place ‘tri-
colour in every hand’.

The Constitution of India is a significant symbol
of the principles, the nature, and the construction
of independent India, reflected in the light of the
values behind the freedom movement. It goes
without saying that the very act of counter-revo-
lution in 1991 happened to be the reversal of the
Basic Structure Doctrine of the Constitution.
Minds, crippled by the American Dream, are sim-
ply incapable of comprehending the fact that
India cannot be a secular and democratic republic
without being a socialist republic. That waving
copies of the Constitution and spreading fears
that “they will change the Constitution” will not
restore constitutional India; that constitutional
institutions are being eroded not merely because
the RSS attacks them but because they are being
used to create a distorted form of capitalist India.
Every distortion breeds another distortion.

The RSS mistreats and manipulates national sym-
bols and icons because having been left out of the
flow of history, it is doomed to do so. The mind-
set the RSS represents is unable to cultivate a
relationship of easy acceptance with national
symbols and icons, let alone a critical one. To
develop a comfortable and/or critical relationship
with national symbols and icons, it must over-
come its stagnant mind-set. But can the secu-
lar/progressive camp, which claims to uphold the

idea of India shaped by the values of the freedom
movement and the Constitution, even consider its
treatment of national symbols and icons to be
correct? By making their ancestors victims of
counter-revolution, aren’t these children of
counter-revolution playing a more profound role
against the Indian revolution?

Much before confronting the truth of counter-rev-
olution, the secular/progressive camp has to first
acknowledge that India is in its grip. It seems
only one aspect of the crisis: that India is in the
grip of the RSS. It is unwilling to seriously con-
sider why India is in the grip of the RSS; how to
free it from its grip; and what political culture of
thought and conduct should be evolved so that it
does not fall further into the RSS grip. Instead, it
attempts to co-opt the ideas and efforts of alter-
native politics in favour of neo-imperialist count-
er-revolution. The obvious reason is that in case
it accepts this reality, it will have to confront the
truth of counter-revolution, to which it continues
to remain hypocritical and serves as a misleading
force for the new generations. The secular/pro-
gressive camp flaunts its rage against the RSS’s
distortion of history, but seeks to conceal the his-
tory that it is creating by itself.

It is to be noted that as the grip of imperialist
counter-revolution tightens, the trend of printing
individual and group images of iconic ancestors
on banners, posters, pamphlets, placards, etc., has
also increased during protests, demonstrations,
rallies, and even academic seminars. The politics
of icons has spread rapidly in the ‘New India’.
Everyone has their own icons, and there is intense
competition among them. In this era of politics of
corporate-communal nexus, accusations and
counter-accusations of hijacking and stealing
each other’s icons’, their names have become
common. Even the highest honour, the Bharat
Ratna, has become entangled in the politics of
icons. Recently, Karpoori Thakur and Chaudhary
Charan Singh have been drawn into the fray of
counter-revolution by being awarded the Bharat
Ratna. Meanwhile, Mayawati has publicly
praised the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh for
diligently maintaining the memorials of her
icons, something the previous Samajwadi Party
government had failed to do.

Thus, it can be seen that there is no single pattern
in making symbols and icons the fodder of count-
er-revolution. A group within the secular/progres-
sive camp, infuriated by the Modi-Shah-
Bhagwat-style communal fascist counter-revolu-
tion, has adopted a new pattern. They have
launched a campaign claiming that the RSS/BJP,
which were once untouchables in Indian society
and politics, were legitimized by Jayaprakash
Narayan and Rammanohar Lohia, therefore both
are responsible for the current situation. They are
even held responsible for certain other national
and international problems, including Israel’s
atrocities against Palestinians. Congressmen and
Communists derive great pleasure from this
blame-shifting campaign. Some Gandhians and
Praja Socialists also feel good about this.

Any person with a basic knowledge of politics
and history will know that the acceptance of com-
munal fanaticism in India was not due to the non-
Congressism of 1967 and the Janata Party exper-
iment of 1977. Nor were communal forces and
their organizations ever viewed as untouchable in
society and politics. Gandhi, distressed by the
impending partition of the country, never consid-
ered it unsuitable to meet or interact with com-
munal organizations/leaders. The Congress’s
right wing was occupied by the communal right-
ists, represented by the RSS, and the left wing by
the official communists.

In the first general election of 1952, the com-
bined vote share of the All India Jan Sangh, the
All India Hindu Mahasabha, and the All India
Ram Rajya Parishad was not much less to that of
the socialists and communists. Among the inde-
pendent candidates who got the second highest
vote share and seats after the Congress, were
many candidates with communal right-wing
thinking. When combined with these and other
reactionary/status quoist parties, the vote share of
the communal rightist parties was higher than
that of the socialists and communists.

However, regarding the period between 1967 and
1977, considerable discussion and analysis has
already been done on this contentious subject,
both selectively and comprehensively. All docu-
ments and statements/writings of JP and Lohia
from that period are available. It is beyond the
scope of this article to delve into all those details.
However, one keenly interested is requested to
read Kishan Patnaik’s article, JP Andolan Aur Aaj
Ka Sandarbh (JP Movement and Today’s Context)
(‘Samyik Varta’ (Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan
Special Issue, August-September 2002, Year 25,
Issues 11-12).

No icon is beyond criticism, nor should it be a
subject beyond question. But defaming someone
with the intention of mere dismissal prompted by
self-righteousness, is hardly justifiable. A stag-
nant society, unaware of the path ahead, or having
chosen to take a dubious path, might decide to
throw dirt on its predecessors. Such an exercise
achieves nothing. It only deepens the crisis. It
wasn’t long ago that self-proclaimed honest peo-
ple launched a defamatory attack against the “dis-
honest” Manmohan Singh and his “corrupt” gov-
ernment. The new generation must consider
whether the crisis has increased or decreased
since then.

In this context, it’s also important to mention that
some socialists, who strongly opposed the
defamation of JP and Lohia, are now, under the
aegis of a merchant of education and his private
university, organise the Lohia Memorial Lecture
with speakers like Rajnath Singh, Ramnath
Kovind, Manoj Sinha and Arif Mohammad Khan.
The finale of this ritual would be to extend an
invitation to Narendra Modi to deliver that
memorial lecture. It takes immense courage to
achieve this feat in a time of unprecedented crisis
facing the Indian nation and society.
Interestingly, the senior journalist who led the
campaign of maligning JP and Lohia happened to
be a part of the same team until recently. This
pattern of making icons the victims of counter-
revolution, demonstrates the extent of stalemate
and disorientation in India’s left and democratic
movement.

If counter-revolution engulfs the entire canvas of
a civilization, society, and nation, it should be
clear that the period of decadence for that civi-
lization, society, and nation is not too far behind.
The responsibility for this decadence cannot be
brushed aside by simply blaming those who
licked the plates of this decline. Instead, a deep
and serious investigation of the factors that led to
this decadence should be demanded. Only then
can a deep and serious effort be made possible, to
challenge the predicament.

Future generations, imbued with a spirit of free-
dom, will observe with astonishment that we our-
selves handed over India to neo-imperialists.
They will see that the only difference was that
earlier they were the royalties who signed treaties
and agreements to hand India over to British
imperialism, whereas in the new India the pro-
gram of handing over the country to American
neo-imperialism has been accomplished by the
bureaucrats, intellectuals and leaders of the elect-
ed governments. They will further see that this
time, the greed of us Indians is deeper. The roots
of neo-imperialism have, consequently, gone
deeper. However, they will also recognise the
leaders, bureaucrats, thinkers, political activists,
farmer-labour-student organizations, and journal-
ists vociferously who opposed this assault of new
slavery. From there, hopefully, the path to alter-
native and struggle will emerge.

Postscript: The names of the secular-progressive
figures involved in some of the episodes
described in this article have not been mentioned
though the reader might easily identify them.
However, this is not a personal criticism of them.
I respect them. The arena of counter-revolution
abounds with other such episodes and their asso-
ciated participants. Some have been mentioned in
the article to illustrate the reality of the various
tendencies and shades of counter-revolution.
(The writer associated with the socialist move-
ment is a former teacher of Delhi University and
a fellow of Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla)
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His Excellency President Dr. K.R. Narayanan’s Journey from a
Dome-Shaped Hut to the Dome-Shaped Rashtrapati Bhavan: An
Inspiration for Present and Future Generations — An Analysis

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK

Kocheril Raman Narayanan
(Dr. K.R. Narayanan — October
27, 1920 — November 9, 2005)
was the first President of the
Democratic Republic of India
belonging to the Dalit commu-
nity (Paravar caste). He was a
brilliant student, a student
leader at the London School of
Economics, an educationist as
Vice Chancellor, India’s best-
known diplomat, administrator,
journalist, politician, Member
of Parliament (1984, 1989, and
1991), Vice President
(1992-1997), and President
(July 25, 1997-July 25, 2002).
He was a rational, scientific
thinker, and a proponent of sec-
ular and humanist ideology.
Birth and Education
K.R. Narayanan was born on
October 27, 1920, in a domed
hut in Perumthanam, Uzhavoor
village, in the princely state of
Travancore (present-day
Kottayam district, Kerala), into
a Dalit family. He was the
fourth of seven children of his
father, Kocheril Raman Vaidya
(physician) and  mother,
Punnathurveetil Pappiyamma.
Due to his large family, liveli-
hoods were difficult, and
poverty hindered his education.
However, Narayanan received
his primary education in vil-
lage schools. After passing
matriculation, Narayanan
received a scholarship from the
royal family of Travancore
Cochin ,and then passed inter-
mediate. Narayanan received a
BA (Hons.) and MA in English
Literature from Travancore
University (1940-1943) (now
the University of Kerala ) .He
secured first place in the uni-
versity, becoming the first Dalit
student from Kerala to receive
a first-class degree.
As a Journalist
Despite financial difficulties,
he remained courageous and
moved to Delhi to pursue jour-
nalism. He worked as a jour-
nalist for The Hindu and The
Times of India in 1944 and
1945, and on April 10, 1945, he
successfully interviewed
Mahatma Gandhi in Mumbai.
This was truly a milestone in

his journalistic career.

In 1944, Narayanan, recognis-
ing his talent, was awarded a
scholarship of 16,000 rupees
by the then-renowned industri-
alist JRD Tata, which enabled
him to gain admission to the
world-renowned London
School of Economics.
Narayanan continued his edu-
cation in England from 1945 to
1948, and while there, due to
his talent, he was elected
President of the London School
of Economics’ Student Union.
He was the second Dalit and
Indian student to hold the posi-
tion. Prior to this, Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, the architect of
India’s Constitution, had
become the first non-European
Indian Dalit Student Union
President in 1912. At that time,
the President of the London
School of Economics, Harold
Laski, a world-renowned
scholar, was very fond of
Narayanan.

Narayanan’s Return to India:
Laski’s Letter to Jawaharlal
Nehru

In 1948, when Narayanan was
returning to India, Harold
Laski, President of the London
School of Economics, wrote a
letter to India’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru. He
met Jawaharlal Nehru to pres-
ent the letter. He himself
described this experience, writ-
ing, “When I finished my stud-
ies, Laski gave me a letter of
introduction  to  Panditji
(Jawaharlal Nehru). Upon
arriving in Delhi, I asked for an
appointment with the Prime
Minister. I think, because I was
an Indian student returning
home from London, I was
given an appointment. He met
me right here in Sansad
Bhavan [the old Parliament
House]. We talked for a few
minutes about London and
such things, and soon I realised
it was time for me to leave. So,
I said goodbye and, as I left the
room, handed Laski’s letter to
him and went out into the large
circular corridor. When I was
halfway there, I heard someone
clapping in the direction I had
just come from. I turned and

saw Panditji [Jawaharlal

Special

Nehru] gesturing for me to
come back. When I left his
room, he opened the letter and
read it. [Jawaharlal Nehru
asked:] “Why didn’t you give it
to me earlier?” [Narayanan
replied:] “Well, Sir, I’'m sorry. I
thought it would be enough if I
handed it over on my way
out... After a few more ques-
tions, he asked me to meet him
again, and very soon, I found
myself joining the Indian
Foreign Service.” This meeting
turning point in
Narayan’s life.

Best Diplomat

At the request of Jawaharlal
Nehru, Narayanan passed the
Indian Foreign Service exami-
nation. Passing the Indian
Foreign Service Examination
was another important step in
his life. Jawaharlal Nehru was

was a

[* Al

diplomat”

As a diplomat,

He successfully served in
Japan, England, Australia,
North  Vietnam, Thailand,
China (1976), Turkey, and the
United States (1980-1983),
safeguarding Indian interests.
His diplomatic talent and abili-
ty improved India’s relations
with China and the United
States.

As a Distinguished Politician
K.R. Narayanan, a distin-
guished politician, made his
mark in Indian politics as a
Congress candidate, winning
three consecutive general elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha in 1984,
1989, and 1991. He represent-
ed the Ottapalam constituency
in the picturesque Palakkad
district of Kerala, where his
commitment and dedication

4 = “ Dr. Ramijilal, Social

India’s Prime Minister, as well
as its Foreign Minister at the
time. Narayanan joined the
Indian Foreign Service at
Jawaharlal Nehru’s request and
was appointed Attaché to the
Ministry of External Affairs on
April 10, 1949. In addition to
the Ministry of External
Affairs, Jawaharlal Nehru also
appointed him to
embassies. In recognition of
his work and success,
Jawaharlal Nehru referred to
him as the country’s “best

several
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earned him the trust of the elec-
torate. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
he was entrusted with various
important portfolios, including
his role as Minister of State in
the Ministry of External
Affairs, where he demonstrated
remarkable diligence, integrity,
and a steadfast sense of duty.
Tenth President of India

On August 21, 1992, K.R.
Narayanan ascended to the
prestigious role of Vice
President of India, a position

that further enhanced his polit-
ical stature. Five years later, on
July 14, 1997, he achieved a
remarkable feat by securing
95% of the votes in the
Presidential Electoral College,
decisively defeating his oppo-
nent, T.N. Seshan. He was
sworn in as the tenth President
of India on July 25, 1997, in a
ceremony presided over by J.S.
Sharma, the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, marking
the beginning of a significant
chapter in Indian governance.
Narayanan’s presidency was
marked by its significant chal-
lenges, particularly during a
period charac-
terised by a series of minority
governments. His role became
pivotal as he faced the daunting
responsibility of dissolving the
Lok Sabha on two occasions,
utilising his discretionary pow-
ers with prudence and fore-
sight. The first dissolution
occurred on December 4, 1997,
following the advice of Prime
Minister LK. Gujral, and the
second on April 26, 1999, at
the request of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, highlighting the
complexities of Indian coali-
tion politics.

In the wake of the Lok Sabha
elections during his tenure, the
National Democratic Alliance
emerged victorious, leading to
the appointment of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee as Prime Minister on
October 11, 1999. Narayanan’s
approach to the appointment of
the Prime Minister was ground
breaking; he established a prac-
tice that required any Prime
Ministerial candidate from a
hung Parliament to convinc-
ingly demonstrate their majori-
ty to him, providing tangible
evidence of their support. This
was a significant shift from the
traditional practice followed by
previous Presidents—Neelam
Sanjiva Reddy, R.
Venkataraman, and Shankar
Dyal Sharma—who typically
invited the leader of the largest
party or pre-election coalition
to form the government with-
out demanding such verifica-
tion.

Judicious use of discretionary
powers: Article 356

tumultuous
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Narayanan was also noted for
his judicious use of discre-
tionary powers as outlined in
Article 356 of the Constitution.
He made the unprecedented
decision to refuse the dismissal
of the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment at the behest of Prime
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral
,and similarly declined to dis-
solve the Bihar government led
by Rabri Devi when urged by
Vajpayee’s  administration.
However, he ultimately
approved the dissolution of the
Bihar government in 1999,
exemplifying the nuanced
nature of his decision-making.
As a proponent of scientific
temper and secularism

A proponent of scientific tem-
per and secularism,
Narayanan’s values were evi-
dent throughout his presidency.
He eschewed visits to places of
worship, avoided interactions
with religious leaders, and
shunned celebrations like Holi,
reflecting his commitment to
secular governance. As a
Member of Parliament, he
boldly voiced his disapproval
of the demolition of the Babri
Masjid, labelling, it as the sec-
ond most dangerous incident in
India’s history, following the
assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi. He also condemned
the Gujarat riots, describing
them as the “tragedy of
Gujarat” in 2005, highlighting
his sensitivity to communal
tensions.

K.R. Narayanan passed away
on November 9, 2005, at the
age of 85, due to pneumonia
and kidney disease, leaving
behind a legacy that resonat-
ed with many.

The nation honours this
remarkable personality, who
embodied the ideals of secu-
larism and scientific inquiry.
His journey from a humble
upbringing to the exalted
halls of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan serves as an inspir-
ing narrative for both current
and future generations,
reminding us of the enduring
importance of integrity, dedi-
cation, and the pursuit of
knowledge in public life.
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No Separate Capital and High Court in
Haryana The Urgent Need for Resolution

On November 1,
1966, the reorganisa-
tion of Punjab estab-
lished the states of
Punjab, Haryana, and
Himachal Pradesh.
For nearly SiX
decades, the people
of Haryana have been
vocal in their demand
for a separate capital
and a distinct High
Court. It is time to
put an end to this
prolonged neglect.

A Separate Capital
for Haryana
Chandigarh was
declared the capital
of Punjab in 1950.
Following the bifur-
cation of Punjab in
1966, Shimla became

the capital of
Himachal Pradesh,
while Chandigarh

remains a shared cap-
ital for Haryana and
Punjab. This outdated
arrangement must be
re-evaluated.
Numerous states,
including
Chhattisgarh,

Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, and oth-
ers, enjoy their own
capitals; Haryana

deserves no less.

The Mentality of
Haryana and Punjab
Leaders

Leaders from
Haryana and Punjab
continually assert

their dominance over
Chandigarh, prioritis-
ing regional interests
and ‘Vote bank poli-
tics’ over the welfare
of the people they
represent. This divi-
sive mindset illus-
trates a  glaring
inconsistency among
leaders from the same
political parties at the
Centre and within the
states, effectively
stalling any progress
toward a solution. We

cannot accept this
status quo any longer.
A Centralised
Capital: The Path
Forward

Establishing a sepa-
rate capital for
Haryana along the
GT Road is not just
desirable; it is essen-
tial for effective gov-
ernance. A central
capital would lead to
greater administra-
tive efficiency, equi-
table resource distri-
bution for economic
development, the cre-
ation of a distinct
cultural identity, and
substantial savings in
time and money for
the public. It is unac-
ceptable for citizens
to travel 325 kilome-
tres from Rewari to
Chandigarh only to
find their representa-
tives absent, leaving
their critical concerns
unresolved. Our
bureaucratic systems
must prioritise the
people they serve,
not perpetuate indif-
ference.

Separate High Court

for  Haryana: A
Constitutional
Obligation

Article 214 of the
Constitution of India
mandates that each
state should possess
its own High Court.
Smaller states like
Chhattisgarh,
Himachal Pradesh,
and others already
have separate High

Courts; Haryana
should be no differ-
ent. The shared

Punjab and Haryana
High Court, a tempo-
rary arrangement
since 1966, has out-
lived its relevance.
The time for Haryana
and Punjab to have
separate High Courts

Special
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The proposals for a
separate High Court:

Ignored

The Haryana
Assembly passed
unanimous resolu-

tions on March 14,
2002, December 15,
2005 and May 4,
2017, for the estab-
lishment of a separate
High Court in
Chandigarh. But
whether the NDA or
the UPA government
was in power at the
Centre, the Haryana
Assembly’s proposals
were not accepted.
Former Chief
Minister of Haryana
Manohar Lal Khattar
publicly raised the

main civil cases and
158,138 main crimi-
nal cases pending,
totalling a staggering
4,14,754 unresolved
cases. With over 1.4
million cases pending
in Haryana courts—
70% of which have
been stagnant for
over a year—it is
clear that our judicial
system is in crisis.
These delays affect
the lives of 4.5 mil-
lion Haryana resi-
dents ensnared in liti-
gation, and this 1is
simply intolerable.

Main Reasons for the
Increase in the
Number of Cases:

The increase in the
number of cases can
be clearly attributed

¥ Dr. Ramijilal, Social

demand for a separate
High Court for
Haryana on April 5,
2015. After this, he
reiterated this
demand on April 17,

2015, and May 26,
2022.

The  Punjab and
Haryana High Court:
An Overburdened
System

Manohar Lal exposed
the pressing need for
a separate High
Court, noting that
140,359 of the
279,699 pending
cases in the Punjab
and Haryana High
Court were from
Haryana—more than
Punjab’s 124,575.
Today, as of
September 30, 2025,
there are 25,666,616
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to several
factors:

1. The unavailability
of defendants and
plaintiffs has resulted
in a staggering num-
ber of pending cases
(40,655).

2. The continuous fil-
ing of new cases only
adds to the over-
whelming backlog.

3. The current num-
ber of judges is inad-
equate relative to the
population, crippling
our judicial system.
4. Judges have adopt-
ed a concerning cul-
ture of adjournment,
frequently pushing
cases to further dates
and often being on
leave, which has
resulted in an alarm-
ing number of pend-

pressing

ing cases (84,386).

5. Expedited hearings
are only granted for
cases of utmost pub-
lic interest, neglect-
ing many others.

6. Lawyers repeated-
ly request further
dates, exacerbating
the issue with a stag-

gering number of
pending cases
(272,558).

7. Witnesses fail to
appear in court on
time, further compli-
cating the situation.
8. Collusion between
plaintiff and defen-
dant lawyers under-
mines the integrity of
the justice system.

Suggestions to
Resolve the Problem:
1. It is imperative
that separate High
Courts be established
for Haryana and
Punjab. This action
will significantly
reduce the number of
cases and ensure that
the public receives
swift and affordable
justice. Once a sepa-
rate High Court for
Haryana is created, a
dedicated bench must
be set up in
Gurugram to effec-
tively serve the dis-
tricts of Gurugram,
Faridabad, Rewari,
Mahendragarh, Sirsa,
Fatehabad, and oth-
ers.

2. Given the increas-
ing population, we
must urgently
increase the number
of judges in district-
level and subordinate
courts to facilitate
timely decision-mak-
ing.

3. Strict time limits
must be enforced for

courts, tribunals,
commissions, and
revenue department
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officials to resolve
cases without undue
delay.

4. If decisions are not
rendered within the
stipulated timeframe,
higher officials must
issue show-cause
notices to the subor-
dinate officials
responsible. Failure
to provide a satisfac-
tory response should
result in disciplinary
action. In a demo-
cratic system, public
servants must remem-
ber that they serve
the people; their pri-
mary duty is to deliv-

er justice, not to
obstruct it.
5. To restore and

enhance the reputa-
tion of our judicial
system, we must pri-
oritise transparency
and uphold corrup-
tion-free governance.
We will not tolerate
corruption; strict
actions must be taken
against corrupt indi-
viduals, including the
confiscation of their
assets. This requires
unequivocal commit-
ment and determina-
tion from the govern-
ment, which has been
sorely lacking.

In summary, we must
take decisive action
by forming a state-
level organisation to
launch an assertive
movement for the
establishment of a
separate capital and a
separate High Court
for Haryana.
Furthermore, we need
to galvanise public
awareness through
print and electronic
media to exert pres-
sure on political par-
ties and the central,
Haryana, and Punjab
state governments to
take action.
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DIASPORAS OF DALITALITY - Fighting the World

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
DIASPORAS OF DALITALITY -
Fighting the World
Wednesday, 29 October 2025
LSE, Houghton Street, London WC2A
2AE
A Book Review,

By Sat Pal Muman, Caste Watch UK
Caste: A Global Story powerfully argues
that caste is not some ancient, localised
Indian problem. It is a virus of hierarchy
that has travelled with the Indian diaspora

to every corner of the world.

The book connects the Dalit struggle to
the Black struggle, drawing a line from the
Dalit Panthers to the Black Panthers.

The book recalls the Dalit Panthers’ broad
definition of Dalit: a Dalit is a scheduled
caste, a scheduled tribe, a Buddhist, a
hard-working person, a worker, a landless
peasant, the poor, a cultivator, a nomadic
tribe, or an indigenous person.

The meaning of Dalit —”an Oppressed,
Broken or Crushed” —applies to histori-
cally oppressed communities. However,
the term is widely used to refer to the
Scheduled Castes, considered
Untouchables.

Dalit emerged from the radical anti-caste
movement in the early 20th century as a
powerful act of reclamation. It was a con-
scious rejection of labels such as

‘Depressed Classes’ and the derogatory
‘Untouchable.’

It named the reality of systemic violence,
economic exploitation, and social ostraci-
sation imposed by the caste order. By
embracing this name, the community
transformed a symbol of their oppression
into a weapon of resistance, asserting that
their brokenness was not a natural state
but a deliberate outcome of Brahminical
hierarchy. The word became a call to
recognise a shared political struggle for
the annihilation of caste, the establishment
of human dignity, and the defence of con-
stitutional rights, rather than a plea for
humanitarian uplift.

Affirmative action and access to education
and government jobs created a small,
upwardly mobile —using Marx’s lan-
guage—a Dalit ‘bourgeoisie’, masking
vastly different lived realities of Dalits.

Dalit is theorised upon by scholars and
abused by the political classes because of
the unique, inescapable prison of caste.
Seeds of Limitation.

However, the very potency of ‘Dalit’ con-
tained the seeds of its limitations in build-
ing a pan-Indian solidarity. Its failure
stemmed from the immense diversity it
attempted to unify under a single banner.
The term Dalit attempts to homogenise a
vast population fractured by sub-castes,
each with its own nuanced position in the
local caste hierarchy and distinct historical
occupations.

Dr Ritu Kochar (left), Mr Sat Pal Muman (right), Dr Nilanjan Sarkar (sec-
ond from Left), Deputy Director of the LSE South Asia Centre, Dr Suraj
Milind Yengde (second from right), Author of Caste: A Global Story.

Sympathy

The book seeks to provoke sympathy—a
feeling of pity for someone’s misfor-
tune—as a first step toward building soli-
darity. The book draws powerful parallels
between Black slavery and Dalit oppres-
sion in the hope that shared stories of suf-
fering can build bridges. Whilst Black
communities may offer sympathy to
Dalits, do Dalits reciprocate this sympa-
thy, or is the discussion merely confined to
the world of academia?

Beyond sympathy lies empathy—the act
of truly feeling the suffering of another by
putting yourself in their shoes. The book
argues that the oppressor castes cannot
empathise with the Dalit condition
because they reject their victimhood—
they do not see Dalits as capable of feeling
the pain of oppression.

This is a crucial insight of the book.

Class Privilege

While class privilege can be changed,
caste is a trap from which society offers no
escape, as the Trinidadian diaspora study
shows—the status of the Brahman contin-
ues to hold, even across oceans.

On Page 76, the book argues that class
privilege can be ascribed or acquired. Still,
caste cannot, when the system and society
are committed to recognising castes
through rites, rituals, and normative
affairs, and the status of the Brahman con-
tinues to hold.

Re-imagination and Brahmanical ideolo-
gy

The book suggests a re-imagination of the
future through literature, arguing that
those who were denied humanity, once
they found words, made those words their
rebellion. But this raises another vital
question: Who is reading these words?
And can words alone translate into a
strong, meaningful rebellion? In former
times, Dalits were denied access to

Education by the rules of the Manusmriti
— a notorious Hindu text. But now, some
educated Dalits do have the power of the
pen, challenging social orthodoxy, eco-
nomic exploitation and political power.

The book identifies Brahmanical ideology
as the central obstacle. Page 98 states that
casteism, colourism, and religious hatred
in India are Brahmanical instruments for
holding down Dalits, Adivasis, Muslims,
Christians and many others. The refusal of
the dominant castes to acknowledge this is
what keeps movements like Black Lives
Matter from having a real impact in India.
It prevents any national introspection on
how society debases the lives of its
oppressed ethnicities, castes, and religious
minorities.

On page 99, it states that if the elite castes
ever care to confront religious hatred and
casteism, they must find the political
morality to attack the foundations of caste
itself.

The foundation stone, as the great
Ambedkar pointed out, is the Brahmanical
Hindu religion. The annihilation of caste
would depend on dismantling the teach-
ings of the Shastras (religious texts) upon
which Hinduism stands.

Dogma of Caste

Whilst this is all very poetic, from my
reading of the great Ambedkar, who con-
cluded that caste cannot be annihilated. It
is a notional thing.

Ambedkar found that Hindu religious
dogma is responsible for the degradation
and ills of Indian society. To free himself
from the dogma of caste, he embraced
Buddhism—a path that was scientific and
upheld human dignity and equality, values
intrinsic to the Buddhist ethos. And it is
the very dogma of caste that we now find
thriving among diasporic communities
worldwide.

As an anti-caste activist, I believe in the
power of protest to effect change through
the democratic process and the enactment
and implementation of Just laws.

Literature provokes thought—the purpose
of education is to assist the mind to ask
questions, which the book does powerful-
ly.

The book acts as a brilliant cartographer
of the prison of caste, but the blueprint for
escape remains unclear.

The book echoes the foundational voice of
liberation of the great Ambedkar. Let me
share with you Ambedkar’s timeless
words from Annihilation of Caste:

‘the effect of Caste on the ethics of the
Hindus is simply deplorable. Caste has
killed public spirit. Caste has destroyed
the sense of public charity. Caste has made
public opinion impossible. A Hindu’s pub-
lic is his Caste. His responsibility is only
to his Caste...

There is no sympathy for the deserving.
There is no appreciation of the meritori-
ous. There is no Charity for the needy.
Suffering as such calls for no response...
The capacity to appreciate merits in a man
apart from his Caste does not exist in a
Hindu.’

This is the reality the book maps for us on
a global scale.

And yet... here is my critical question:
Where is the path forward?

It’s fine to write beautiful words, but the
literature of rebellion must translate into
action.

Global Anti-Caste Activism

Being a Global story, the book, regretful-
ly, skims over global anti-caste activism;
in particular, it is disturbingly silent about
anti-caste activism in the UK, which
inspired the Global anti-caste movement.
The writer makes a mild reference to the
Hindu right-wing (page 194). On page
265, it mentions counter lobbying by the
Brahmanical right against Caste activism,
combining Hindu, Sikh, Muslim, Jain and
Christian conservative lobbies. But being
aware of the strength of the Hindutva
Lobby both in the UK and elsewhere, the
writer, for whatever reason, is not drawn
into the UK anti caste conversation, in a
country responsible for the British
Empire.

A Canadian Literary Critic and theorist,
Northrop Frye (1912 — 1991), writes in
Educated Imagination (1963) that litera-
ture expands human imagination and
helps people see the world in new ways.
Frye emphasised literature’s role in shap-
ing identity, empathy and creativity.
Caste: A Global Story is the beginning of
a journey. It is a crucial starting point—the
alarm bell that wakes up the world.
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