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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
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Sham Lal Chander building maintenance hangyman Under nhe-cka*raﬁa
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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ID no. 921760

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
ACCREEON RS

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets elo

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Mlow
TV on walls, etc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Foof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing, Flat Packs
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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(Asian independent)
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led governments in
India, particularly at the
state level (e.g., Uttar
Pradesh under Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath),
have allocated significant
public funds to organize
and promote major Hindu
festivals. These include
events like the Kumbh
Mela and Ayodhya’s
Deepotsav. Such expendi-
tures are often justified by
the government as efforts
to boost cultural heritage,
tourism, and economic
activity rather than purely
religious promotion.
However, critics, including
opposition leaders and
constitutional ~ experts,
argue that this practice
contravenes India’s secular
framework by using tax-
payer money to favor one
religion, potentially violat-
ing principles of state neu-
trality.

Key Examples of Public
Spending

— Kumbh Mela (2025,
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh):
The  Uttar  Pradesh
government invested a
record Z70 billion (approx-
imately £640 million) in
infrastructure, sanitation,
security, and publicity for
the event, which drew an
estimated 400 million
devotees. This included a
nationwide campaign fea-
turing images of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. The festival
was framed as a blend of
religious significance and
modern development, with
Modi personally partici-
pating in rituals. While
attendance shattered
records, a crowd crush in
January 2025 resulted in at
least 30 deaths, highlight-
ing logistical challenges

funded by public
resources.
— Ayodhya Deepotsav

(October 19, 2025, Uttar
Pradesh): The state gov-
ernment organized a grand
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Diwali celebration, includ-
ing the lighting of 150,000
oil lamps (diyas) along the
Saryu River, a world-
record aarti with 2,100
performers,  light-and-
sound shows, and fire-
works. Chief Minister
Adityanath led the event,
which was promoted as a
symbol of Lord Ram’s
return and a tourism draw.
Exact expenditure figures
were not publicly detailed,
but opposition figures
questioned the use of pub-
lic funds for purchasing
lamps and organizing ritu-
als, estimating costs in
crores of rupees based on
similar past events.

These are not isolated; ear-
lier instances include the
2019 Kumbh Mela, where
the central government
under Modi spent
unprecedented sums (over
34,000 crore) on the event
ahead of elections, blend-
ing religious grandeur with
political messaging.
Constitutional Perspective
on Secularism and Public
Funding

India’s Constitution
enshrines secularism as a
core principle, explicitly
added to the Preamble in

yggr

1976 and affirmed as a

“basic structure” by the
Supreme Court in the 1994
S.R. Bommai case, mean-
ing it cannot be altered by
amendments.  Relevant
provisions under Articles
25-28 guarantee freedom
of religion while mandat-
ing state neutrality:

Article 25: Freedom to
profess, practice, and

SR Darapuril.P.S.
(Retd)

propagate religion, subject
to public order, morality,
and health. Allows per-
sonal religious expression
but permits state regula-
tion to prevent favoritism.
Festivals can be practiced
privately, but state spon-
sorship risks unequal treat-
ment.

Article 26: Right of reli-
gious denominations to

manage their affairs.
Empowers communities to
self-govern, reducing justi-
fication for state interven-
tion or funding.

Article 27: No taxes shall
be levied for the promo-
tion or maintenance of any
particular religion.
Directly prohibits using
public (taxpayer) funds to
promote one faith, as it
compels citizens to subsi-
dize beliefs they may not
share. Critics cite this as
violated by festival spend-
ing, viewing it as indirect
“promotion.”

Article 28: No religious
instruction in state-funded
institutions (with excep-
tions for endowed ones).
Reinforces separation by
barring state resources
from religious education
or worship, extending
analogously to events.
Article 27 is pivotal: It
bars the appropriation of
tax proceeds for religious
promotion, ensuring the
state does not act as a
patron. Legal scholars
argue that funding Hindu-
specific  festivals like
Deepotsav  or Kumbh
Mela breaches this by pri-
oritizing one religion,
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Secularism and BJP governments spending
public money on celebration of Hindu Festival

potentially eroding equali-
ty under Article 14 (right
to equality). The Supreme
Court has not directly
ruled on festival funding
but has upheld secularism
in related contexts, such as
dismissing challenges to
interfaith participation in
state events (September
2025 judgment) and pro-
tecting minority rights in
school funding cases.
Criticisms and Defenses

— Criticisms  (Against
Secularism): Opposition
leaders like Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav have called such
spending a “waste” and
insensitive to fiscal priori-
ties, urging a shift to year-
round illuminations like
Christmas abroad—spark-
ing backlash for allegedly
mocking Hindu traditions.
Congress’s Rashid Alvi
echoed this, stating public
funds for “religious mat-
ters like lamps™ violate the
Constitution.

Broader concerns include
politicization: Events like
Kumbh Mela are seen as
tools for BJP’s Hindutva
agenda, fostering a “Hindu
Rashtra” narrative that
sidelines minorities and

undermines secularism. In
2023, Uttar Pradesh’s allo-
cation of funds for festi-
vals like Ram Navami was
labelled an “attempt to

enmesh religion with
administration.”

— Defenses (Cultural, Not
Religious):

BJP leaders counter that
these are cultural celebra-
tions promoting unity and

tourism, not religious
endorsements. For
instance, Uttar Pradesh
Deputy CM  Keshav

Prasad Maurya accused
critics of “insulting Hindu
faith” for vote-bank poli-
tics, emphasizing diyas as
symbols of harmony. The
government argues such
events generate economic
benefits (e.g., jobs, pilgrim
economy) and align with
India’s pluralistic heritage,
where national holidays
include festivals from mul-
tiple faiths (Diwali, Eid,
Christmas). No major
court has struck down
these expenditures, sug-
gesting a gray area where
“cultural” framing pro-
vides leeway.

Conclusion: A Contested
Practice

Yes, BJP governments are
spending public money on
Hindu festivals, with docu-
mented examples totaling
billions of rupees in recent
years. Whether this is
“against the concept of
secularism” depends on
interpretation: Legally, it
treads close to Article 27’s
prohibition, raising valid
concerns about state
favouritism in a multi-reli-
gious society. Politically, it
fuels debates on
Hindutva’s role in gover-
nance. For a definitive res-
olution, affected citizens
could petition courts, but
current practice persists
amid ongoing contention.
India’s secularism remains
aspirational—balancing
faith with equality—rather
than absolute.

Courtesy: Grok
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Indian Workers Association Warns Migrant
Workers Are “Trapped in Legal Exploitation”

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
The Indian Workers Association
(Great Britain) has warned that
thousands of migrant workers in
the UK are being “trapped in
legalised exploitation” under visa
rules that tie them to a single
employer.

The organisation, which has repre-
sented South Asian workers for
more than eight decades, says gov-
ernment policies and weak
enforcement have left many
migrants in care, hospitality and
cleaning jobs vulnerable to abuse.

“No worker should ever have to
choose between abuse and depor-

(Asian independent)
THE SILENT EPIDEMIC OF
THE MODERN WORLD
The Food addiction has emerged as
one of the most common yet
underrecognized public health
challenges of the 21st century.lt is
scientifically defined as a compul-
sive and uncontrollable urge to
consume the food despite negative
physical and psychological conse-
quences.The food addiction mim-
ics the neurobiological pathways
of substance dependence.
In an age of abundance and con-
venience,the food has transcended
its biological purpose of nourish-
ment to become a source of com-
fort, reward, enjoyment and even
escape. While occasional indul-
gence is normal, the chronic com-
pulsion to eat—especially high-
calorie, high-fat and sugary foods
can evolve into food addiction, a
behavioral disorder with complex
physiological and psychological
underpinnings. The phenomenon is
now being recognized by nutrition-
ists, psychiatrists and neuroscien-
tists as a genuine addiction parallel
to drug or alcohol dependence.
SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF FOOD
ADDICTION
The Food addiction primarily
involves the brain’s reward circuit-
ry, particularly the mesolimbic
dopamine pathway, which also
plays a central role in substance
addiction. When palatable foods
are consumed, they stimulate the
release of dopamine, the pleasure

tation,” said Sital Singh Gill,
General Secretary of the WA
(GB). “The current sponsorship
system gives too much power to
employers and too little protection
to workers.”

Under current Skilled Worker visa
rules, migrants must earn at least
£41,700 a year or the “going rate”
for their job, whichever is higher.
They must also pay a £769 visa
fee, an annual £1,035 NHS sur-
charge, and meet an English
requirement at B1 level, which will
rise to B2 from January 2026.

Because their immigration status
depends on one sponsoring

Sital Singh Gill, General
Secretary of the Indian Workers
Association (Great Britain)-

(Photo-Devon Winters )

employer, many workers fear los-
ing their visa if they report mis-
treatment or try to change jobs.

Recent reports by the Public
Accounts Committee, Work Rights
Centre, and Gangmasters and
Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA)
have  identified  widespread
exploitation in sectors relying on
migrant labour. The UN human
rights office (OHCHR) has also
urged the UK to strengthen protec-
tions against “deception and
abuse.”

The IWA has launched a campaign
calling for a five-point reform
plan: ending tied sponsorship,
increasing labour inspections,

THE FOOD ADDICTION

chemical. Repeated exposure to
these foods conditions the brain to
crave them more intensely. Over
time, the brain’s reward threshold
increases, requiring larger quanti-
ties or more frequent intake to
achieve the same pleasure—a phe-
nomenon identical to drug toler-
ance.

Additionally, opioid receptors in
the brain are activated by fats and
sugars further reinforcing compul-
sive eating behavior. This neuro-
chemical interplay explains why
individuals with food addiction
often experience withdrawal-like
symptoms such as irritability, anx-
iety and fatigue when attempting
to reduce intake.

POSSIBLE REASONS FOR
FOOD ADDICTION

1. Neurochemical Imbalance:
Dysregulation of dopamine and
serotonin levels can increase vul-
nerability to addictive eating
behaviors.

2. Emotional and Psychological
Triggers:

Emotional distress, anxiety, loneli-
ness and depression often push
individuals toward comfort eating
as a coping mechanism.

3. Genetic Predisposition:

Genetic studies indicate that cer-
tain individuals may have inherited
traits that make their reward sys-
tem more sensitive to food stimuli.
4. Environmental and Social
Factors:

The omnipresence of fast food out-
lets, persuasive marketing and

social normalization of overeating
accelerate the development of food
addiction.

5. Childhood Conditioning:

Early exposure to sugary or
processed foods and using food as
areward during childhood can pro-
gram lifelong patterns of food
dependency.

FACTORS THAT ACCELERATE
FOOD ADDICTION
Ultra-Processed Foods:

These contain combinations of
sugar, salt and fat scientifically
engineered to trigger addictive
pleasure responses.

Stress and Sleep Deprivation:

The chronic stress elevates cortisol
levels leading to cravings for high-
calorie comfort foods.

Digital Influence:

Constant exposure to food imagery
through advertisements and social
media increases subconscious
cravings.

Sedentary Lifestyle:

Lack of physical activity reduces
natural dopamine release making
the brain seek stimulation through
eating.

RISK FACTORS AND HEALTH
IMPLICATIONS

Food addiction is associated with
numerous medical and psychologi-
cal risks, including:

Obesity and Metabolic Syndrome
is caused due to consistent over-
consumption of calorie-dense
foods.

Type 2
Cardiovascular

and
are

Diabetes
Diseases

caused from insulin resistance and
dyslipidemia.

Gastrointestinal Disorders includ-
ing acid reflux, fatty liver and gut
microbiome imbalance.

Cases of mental Mental Health
Decline are rising with higher rates
of anxiety, depression, guilt and
low self-esteem are observed in
food-addicted individuals.
Reduced Quality of Life — as the
addiction interferes with produc-
tivity, relationships, and overall
well-being.

OVERCOMING FOOD ADDIC-
TION

1. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy
(CBT):

This therapy helps patients to rec-
ognize and modify distorted
thoughts and emotional triggers
related to food.

2. Nutritional Rehabilitation:
Adopting balanced diets rich in
whole grains, proteins, fruits and
vegetables stabilizes blood sugar
and reduces cravings.

3. Mindful Eating Practices:

This habit encourages awareness
of hunger cues, portion control and
savoring food slowly to rebuild a
healthy relationship with eating.

4. Medical Interventions:

In severe cases, anti-craving med-
ications or antidepressants may be
prescribed under clinical supervi-
sion.

5. Physical Activity:

Regular  exercise  enhances
dopamine sensitivity naturally,
providing a healthy alternative to

abolishing “No Recourse to Public
Funds,” regulating overseas
recruitment, and reducing visa and
NHS fees.

Founded in 1938, the Indian
Workers Association has long
campaigned for workers’ rights
and equality in Britain. The group
plans to host public meetings and
workshops across the Midlands to
support affected workers and raise
awareness.

“Britain depends on migrant
labour — in care homes, hospitals
and factories,” said Mr Gill. “We
must protect those who care for
our communities.”

food-induced pleasure.

6. Social and Family Support:
Peer groups, counseling and fami-
ly involvement play a crucial role
in long-term recovery and relapse
prevention.

Food addiction stands at the cross-
roads of neuroscience, psychology
and public health, reflecting both
the vulnerabilities of the human
brain and the excesses of modern
society. Recognizing it as a legiti-
mate disorder is the first step
toward effective intervention.
Addressing food addiction requires
a multi-dimensional strategy
encompassing medical treatment,
psychological support, policy
reform and societal awareness.

In a world where food is
omnipresent yet self-control is
fleeting, understanding and com-
bating food addiction may be one
of humanity’s most significant
health  challenges—and  tri-
umphs—of the modern era.

SURINDERPAL SINGH
FACULTY IN SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT
SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB PUN-
JAB.
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Crimes against Dalits in Uttar Pradesh
are Higher than the National Rate

(Asian independent)
The National Crime
Records Bureau recent-
ly released its Crime in
India — 2023 report,
which is much delayed.
It shows statistics on
crimes against Dalits.
Regarding these statis-
tics, it 1s important to
understand that these
statistics do not present
the full picture, as many
crimes traditionally go
unreported. This has
been clearly stated in
numerous commissions
and the 2007 report of
the National Human
Rights Commission.
The general perception
is that filing a report at
the police station is the
most difficult task after
a crime has been com-
mitted. Nevertheless, an
analysis of the data
recorded by  the
National Crime
Records Bureau in the
said report reveals that
crimes against Dalits in
Uttar Pradesh are sig-
nificantly higher than
the national rate. This
situation is despite the
Chief Minister’s daily
claims  that  Uttar
Pradesh is crime and
criminal-free.

According to the 2011
census, the Dalit
(Scheduled Castes)
population in Uttar
Pradesh was 41.3 mil-
lion, representing
21.6% of  Uttar
Pradesh’s total popula-
tion. Uttar Pradesh has
consistently been a
leader in crimes against
Dalits. The data in the
report also indicates
that crimes against

Dalits in Uttar Pradesh
are higher than the
national rate, as demon-
strated by the following
analysis:

Total Crimes Against
Dalits: During the said
period (2023), a total of
15,130 crimes were
committed, against
Dalits with a crime rate
(crimes per lakh popu-
lation) of 36.6, com-
pared to the national
rate of 29.2. This clear-
ly indicates that the
crime rate against Dalits
in Uttar Pradesh is sig-
nificantly higher than
the national rate.
Crimes under the
SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989:
During the said period,
12,359 crimes under the
SC/ST Act, including
the IPC, were commit-
ted against Dalits in
Uttar Pradesh, with a
crime rate of 29.9, com-
pared to the national
rate of 27.1. Therefore,
these statistics also indi-
cate that atrocities
against Dalits are higher
than the national rate.

Attempt to Murder: In
2023, 72 cases of
attempted murder
against Dalits occurred
in Uttar Pradesh, with a
crime rate of 0.4, com-
pared to the national
rate of 0.2. Thus, the
rate of attempted mur-
der cases against Dalits
in Uttar Pradesh was
twice the national rate.

Sexual  Harassment:
During the said period,
203 crimes of sexual
harassment against

Special

Dalit women were com-
mitted in Uttar Pradesh,
with a crime rate of 0.5,
compared to the nation-
al rate of 0.3. This clear-
ly indicates that cases of
sexual harassment
against Dalit women in
Uttar Pradesh were
higher than the national
rate during the said
period.

Crimes of Disrobing
Dalit Women: During
the said period, 95
crimes of disrobing
Dalit women occurred
in Uttar Pradesh, with a
crime rate of 0.2, which
was twice the national
rate of 0.1.

Abduction of Dalit
Women: In 2023, there
were 379 cases of

abduction of Dalit
women in Uttar
Pradesh, with a crime

rate of 0.9, more than
double the national rate
of 0.4. This exposes the
ground reality of how
safe women, especially
Dalit women, are in
Uttar Pradesh.

Abduction of Dalit
Women to Force

Marriage: During this
period, there were 207
cases of abduction of
Dalit women in Uttar
Pradesh to force mar-
riage, with a crime rate
of 0.5, more than dou-
ble the national rate of
0.2. This further
demonstrates the inse-
curity of Dalit women.

Rape: During this peri-
od, 645 rapes of Dalit
women occurred, with a
crime rate of 1.6, lower
than the national rate of

SR Darapuril.P.S.
(Retd)

2.1. It should also be
noted that these statis-
tics are not very reli-
able, as in many cases,
the victims themselves
do not go to the police
station to file a report.
Furthermore, those who
do go to the police sta-
tion often find it diffi-

cult to register a report.
In many cases, the
police deliberately do
not provide immediate
medical attention to the
victim, destroying cru-
cial evidence. In many
cases, police pressure
the victims to compro-
mise with influential
rapists.

Other Abductions: In
2023, there were 155
cases of other abduc-
tions of Dalits in Uttar
Pradesh, with a crime
rate of 0.4, four times
higher than the national
rate of 0.1.

Criminal Intimidation:
During the same period,
there were 1,505 cases
of criminal intimidation
against Dalits, with a
crime rate of 3.6, which
was 1.5 times higher
than the national rate of
2.3.

Other IPC Crimes: In
2023, there were 5,814
other IPC  crimes
against Dalits in Uttar
Pradesh, with a crime
rate of 14.1, much high-
er than the national rate
of 8.6.

Crimes under the
SC/ST (Prevention of
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Atrocities) Act: During
the period, 2,771 crimes
against Dalits were
committed in Uttar
Pradesh under the said
Act, with a crime rate of
6.7, three times higher
than the national rate of
2.1.

Intentional
Humiliation: During the
period under review,
792 cases of intentional
humiliation of Dalits
occurred, with a rate of
1.9, more than double
the national rate of 0.8.
This reflects the extent
to which Dalits are
humiliated in Uttar
Pradesh.

Other Crimes: 1,806
crimes were committed
under this category,
with a crime rate of 2.4,
almost four times high-

er than the national rate
of 1.2.

It 1s clear from the
above discussion that
the rates of serious
crimes against Dalits in
Uttar Pradesh, such as
harassment under the
SC/ST Act, attempted
murder, kidnapping,
intentional intimidation,
and IPC crimes, are sig-
nificantly higher than
the  national rate.
Similarly, the rate of
crimes against Dalit
women like sexual
harassment, stripping,
kidnapping, abduction
for forcing marriage
etc. 1s much higher than
the national rate. This
fact refutes the Uttar
Pradesh government’s
claim that Dalits and
women are safe.
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The Role of the Azad Hind Fauj in the Indian

Freedom Movement: A Historical Analysis
INA AND FREEDOM STRUGGLE- Through the Window of History

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

The World War II erupted
on September 1, 1939, pre-
senting a critical moment
that revolutionaries like
Subhas Chandra
seized upon. They recog-
nised that
enemy is a friend.” On One

Bose

“the enemy’s

side of this monumental
conflict stood the “Allied
Powers,” dominated by
England, while the “Axis
Powers,” were led by Nazi
Germany and Fascist Italy
gathered strength. Notably,
Soviet Russia remained
uninvolved at the start of
the war. Bose perceived
this upheaval as an unpar-
alleled opportunity to dis-
mantle British imperialism
in India Dby forging
alliances with nations that
held opposing ideologies:
Nazi Germany and Fascist
Italy, and the USSR (now
Russia).

To advance this mission,
Netaji—Bose’s  widely-
recognised title—success-
fully
Peshawar to Moscow via
Kabul in January 1941. He

took decisive action by fly-

navigated from

ing from Moscow to
Germany. on April 2, 1941,
where he met Hitler. In
Germany, he established
the Free India Legion and
Azad Hind Radio, pivotal
components of his strategy.
1943, Japan
extended an invitation to

In January

Bose, tasking him with the
organisation of the Indian
diasporas in East Asia to
the Indian
national movement. After a

invigorate

submarine journey, he tri-
umphantly arrived in Japan
on June 13, 1943.

On February 12, 1942, with
crucial support from Japan,
Manmohan Singh founded
the Indian National Army
(INA). Subsequently, on
July 4, 1943, Rash Behari
Bose transferred the com-

mand of the Azad Hind
Fauj to Netaji, marking a
significant turning point.
The stirring marching
“Kadam Kadam
Badhaye Ja,” emerged, ral-

song,

lying the troops and inspir-
ing a generation. On July 5,
1943,
Bose addressed the Indian

from Singapore,

National Army with the
powerful slogan, “Delhi
Chalo!” Together, the INA
and The Japanese Army
claimed victory at Kohima
and Imphal, demonstrating
their resolve.

Bose established an interim
government for India on
October 21, 1943, which
garnered recognition from
nine countries: Germany,
Italy, Japan, the
Philippines, Korea, China,
Manchukuo, and Ireland.
Japan ceded the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands to this
interim government, culmi-
nating in the proud hoisting
of the flag of independent
India on December 30,
1943.

The Azad Hind Fauj estab-
lished its headquarters in
Singapore and Rangoon,
solidifying its presence in
the region. On July 6,
1944, Bose made a defiant
radio broadcast to
Mahatma Gandhi,
ing, “If we want freedom,

assert-

we must be prepared to
cross rivers of blood.” By
addressing Gandhiji as
“Father of the Nation,”
Netaji exemplified the
principle of mutual respect

amid ideological differ-
ences, a testament to his
leadership.

Tragically, on August 18,
1945, while en route to
Tokyo, he was killed in a
plane fire, marking a pro-
found loss for the move-
ment.

Following  his  death,
17,000 soldiers of the Azad
Hind Fauj were imprisoned
across various locations.

Special

The trials for these cap-

tured soldiers began in
November 1945, with the
“Red Fort Trial” emerging
as the most notable. Those
accused included Colonel
Prem Sahgal (Hindu),
Colonel Gurbaksh Singh
Dhillon (Sikh), and Major
General Shahnawaz Khan
(Muslim), symbolising the
diverse fabric of the strug-
gle for India’s freedom. A
series of court martial were
held at the Red Fort in
Delhi from November 1945
to May 1946. The Congress
Defence Committee repre-
senting the Azad Hind Fauj
at the Red Fort trial includ-

ed lawyers Bhulabhai

Desai, Sir Dilip Singh,
Asaf  Alij, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Bakshi Sir
Tekchand, Kailashnath
Katju, Jugalkishore

Khanna, Sultan Yar Khan,
Rai Bahadur Badridas, P.S.
Sen, and Raghunandan
Saran.

Public anger throughout
India was at its peak
demanding the release of
Azad Hind Fauj soldiers
from prisons. Two slogans
resonated throughout India:
“Destroy the Red Fort,
release Azad Hind!” and
“Voices from the Red Fort,
Sahgal, Dhillon,
Shahnawaz!” May all three
of them live long!”

Mass

public anger were taking

demonstrations of
place against the trials
being conducted against
17,000 soldiers of the Azad
Hind Fauj. Police brutality
during these demonstra-

tions claimed the lives of
over 326 people in Delhi,
Mumbai, Madurai, and
Lahore. On December 31,
1945, the The court con-
victed Sehgal, Dhillon, and
Shahnawaz of waging war
against the British Raj and
sentenced them to life
imprisonment. Ultimately,
1946, the

Commander-in-Chief of

on January 3,

the British Government,
Sir Claude Auchinleck,
released these three heroes
from prison. This was a
remarkable victory for
Indian public opinion and a
defeat for the

British imperialist govern-

historic

ment. The British govern-
ment’s influence was com-
pletely negligible due to
the mass demonstrations

Dr. Ramjilal, Social
Scientist and Former
Principal,

Dayal Singh College,
Karnal (Haryana, India)
Email:
drramjilal947@gmail.com

We also get a description of
the effects of these demon-
strations from the files of
the Home Ministry kept in
the National Archives of

India, New Delhi. The
Chief Commissioner of
Delhi
Secretary of India on 14

wrote to  the

November 1945, ‘I am con-
cerned about the effect of
the loyal elements in the
services on the people,
especially on the police and
the army.” The Intelligence
Bureau of the Home
Department of the
Government of India wrote
in December 1945, “The
sentiments of the people of
India are with the people of
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the Azad Hind Fauj in the
1946 elections due to the
influence of the Quit India
Movement (1942), the con-
trol of the imperialist gov-
ernment over the people of
India had almost been erad-
icated, and the government
was sitting on the brink of
a volcano, which could
break any moment. The
that

either to’ quit India’ or one

officials believed

should be ready to be
‘killed’.
Due to the influence of

the Azad Hind Fauj from
cities to villages, and the

government propaganda
has no effect. Due to the
influence of the Azad Hind
Fauj, even the Indian sol-
diers and Indian officers in
the Indian Army who were
still with the British have
started considering them-
selves as ‘traitors and trai-
tors of the nation’.

R. F. Mudie, the Home
Member of the Viceroy’s
Executive Council, opined,
“Bengal’s influence over
the INA was substantial...
It affected all races, castes,

and communities. Men
admired him (Bose) for
organising India’s First

‘National Army’ and for so
conducting himself... the
Japanese were forced to
treat Indians as allies. In
the eyes of many, he stood
on a level with Gandhi.”

Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Sardar Patel praised the
sacrifices of the soldiers of

Azad Hind Fauj, there were
revolts and mutinies in
Civil
Indian Army, Indian Navy,

Indian Service,

Air Force, land forces
(Eastern Command
Kolkata) and Police. As a
result, when Such a report
was sent to the Cabinet of
England by the Governor
of India, they had only one
option, and they had to quit
India. India got freedom
from the British imperial-
ism, control and exploita-
tion of Indian Kings and
Nawabs on 15 August 1947
as a divided nation.

The present politicians who
throw mud at each Others
must learn that despite the
opposition, there should be
the relationship that was
between Mahatma Gandhi
and  Netaji. Subhash
Chandra Bose addressed
Mahatma  Gandhi as
‘Father of the Nation’. We
salute Netaji with the most
popular slogan, ’Jai Hind.




Misuse of verising Funds y Governments

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

I often see that central
and state governments
publish large, full-page
advertisements in news-
papers to promote their
achievements. Many
state governments even
publish advertisements
in other states. Freebies,
heartless hearts!

Government funds can
only be spent on public
welfare, not otherwise.
Expenditure other than
for public welfare is a
by
imprisonment up to ten

crime punishable
years and a fine under
Section 316(5) of the
Indian Penal Code,
2023.

Government funds must
be spent only for public

purposes, as Article 282

vides:
Article

yge feasut = fesAs
ger ot 23t Sifsnit
JEBE §, T &It It H
st feamy fus e, feg
yaE 3 ofozr g3 ifeg
WA, 99 &g &% e,
fre IfJe 3, TrAdt Aqr 3
AT § A we JIe|
&g ¥9 99 I® TT,
aetft Bt 3 d@hol ®ar
AT, TUA A'E 3 AdT
gous fils 3 g9 dfenr,
il & o9 o= &%
fimrg Ifenm) yfenst

of the Constitution pro-

282:

'
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Expenditure by the
Union or a State from its
revenues: — The Union
or a State may make
grants for any public
purpose, notwithstand-
ing that the purpose is
which
Parliament or, as the
may be, the
Legislature of the State
can make laws.

not one for

casc

Enhancement of the
image of the Prime
Minister, Chief Minister,
Minister, any other
authority, or the govern-
ment is not in the public
interest. It may be in the
interest of the party, but
it does not serve the
public interest. There is
only one criterion for
judging public interest:

“Is this information nec-
essary for the public to
benefit from government
schemes to

or gain

essential knowledge of

ofSt, TE AIS THI, wF ggg fimr afe
Srer 10 f it Ao 3 et ufgs v &R,
WBE 7T UTT| TITH  fog w9 fonft =HIS, T

AT T T BGHE HH fypyyr,

It Ifger|

gfsnm  gfenr

& B gifger) Bt s at,

Special

any law?”

If it is not, then it is not
a public purpose. The
Prime Minister inaugu-
rating a scheme, this
information is not in the
public interest. Yes, this
information is in the
interest of the Prime
Minister’s party.

And importantly, includ-
ing photos of leaders
even in important infor-
mation is not in the pub-
lic interest; it is in the
interest of their party.
Therefore, their party
should bear the cost of
this.

Another wrong practice
has begun here. On one
hand, the government is
eliminating jobs, and on
the other hand, it misus-
es billions of rupees of
public money to distrib-
ute appointment letters
to those who qualify for
the few jobs. Just a few

%12 crore. According to
the established proce-
dure, appointment letters
were sent by post. Postal
mail is the most effec-
tive and inexpensive
method. Modifying it for
government publicity is
a misuse of funds.

It is the responsibility of
the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG)
to ensure that govern-
ments and public institu-
tions do not misuse pub-
lic funds. Unfortunately,
the CAG has also failed
in its duty. The Auditor
General also has the

duty to ensure that any

days ago, the Uttar public welfare work is
Pradesh government completed with the
called 60,000 police ytmost economy and

officers to Lucknow and
distributed appointment
letters at government
expense. Assuming
22,000 per candidate,

the total cost comes to

WFEr TR, UlH T9, o5t e, mews T w9

FJeT| IJ I L gt 3,

minimum expenditure.
The Auditor General’s
rules call this a “perfor-
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protection equivalent to
that of a Supreme Court
judge. So, what prevents

him from performing his
duties impartially and
fearlessly? I wrote this

so that it would be a doc-
ument and useful when

the time comes! Then

don’t say you didn’t
know!!
Courtesy of the
Facebook wall of
Sulkhan  Singh IPS
(Retd.)

mance audit.” But every-
one is indifferent.

The

Auditor General enjoys

Sulkhan Singh

IPS (Retd.)
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