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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
accessories

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot
TV on walls, elc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Plastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
F.oof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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(Asian  independent)
Dr. Bhimrao Ramji
Ambedkar (1891-1956),
the principal architect of
the Indian Constitution
and India’s first Law
Minister, rose from the
most oppressed social
strata of Indian society
the so-called
“untouchables.” Despite
his towering intellect,
education, and political
status, he continued to
experience subtle and
overt forms of caste dis-
crimination even after
assuming ministerial
office. This paper docu-
ments key instances of

2

such discrimination,
drawing from
Ambedkar’s  writings,

speeches, and biographi-
cal accounts.

Introduction

Dr. Ambedkar’s ascent to
power symbolized a radi-
cal break from India’s
caste hierarchy. Yet, the
persistence of social prej-
udice against him illus-
trates the deep-rooted
nature of caste in India’s
political and bureaucratic
structures. The following
sections analyze verified
incidents of caste-based
discrimination that
Ambedkar faced during
his tenure as Minister of

Law and Labour
(1947-1951).

Social Ostracism by
Colleagues

Even after joining Prime
Minister Nehru’s
Cabinet, Ambedkar was
socially marginalized by
his upper-caste col-
leagues.

Dhananjay Keer (1954)
notes:

—“Even as a Minister, Dr.
Ambedkar was treated
with an air of condescen-
sion by some of his col-
leagues who could not
forget his caste origin.”

He was rarely invited to j
informal gatherings and [

often felt socially isolat-
ed within the Cabinet.
Eleanor Zelliot (1992)
similarly observes:

— “Ambedkar, despite his
official position, found
himself a stranger in the
very government he
helped to build. The
social walls of caste did
not crumble with consti-
tutional change.”

Bureaucratic Non-
Cooperation

Ambedkar faced persist-
ent resistance from

upper-caste bureaucrats
within his ministries.

W. N. Kuber (1973)
records that:

— “His proposals often
met with passive resist-
ance from senior officers
of traditional Hindu
background. Their bias
against an ‘untouchable’
minister was thinly
veiled.”

In a letter to V. K.

Krishna Menon (1949),

Ambedkar
wrote:
— “The machinery of the

reportedly

S-R-Darapuri

Ministry is slow, not by
nature but by design. I
sometimes wonder
whether they obey me
because of my office or
disobey me because of
my birth.”

The Hindu Code Bill

Controversy
Ambedkar’s introduction
of the Hindu Code Bill
— aimed at granting
women equal property
and marital rights — pro-
voked fierce backlash.
According to Partha
Chatterjee (1993):

“The opposition to the
Hindu Code Bill took an
explicitly casteist tone;
Ambedkar was
denounced as an
‘untouchable reformer’
who had no right to rein-
terpret the shastras.”
Ambedkar’s resignation
in 1951 was a response to
both political betrayal
and the social prejudice
embedded in the opposi-

tion.

Incidents During Official
Visits

Even during official
tours, caste discrimina-
tion surfaced.

Dhananjay Keer (1954)
recounts that during one
visit to central India,
local officials served
Ambedkar in separate

utensils, following the
custom  applied to
untouchables. Ambedkar

refused the food and
sharply rebuked them,
saying:

— “I did not come here to
be reminded of the vil-
lage well.”
Post-Resignation
Isolation

After Ambedkar’s resig-
nation from Nehru’s
Cabinet in 1951, no
Congress leader publicly
acknowledged his contri-
butions.

Eleanor Zelliot (1977)
writes:

— “After his resignation,
there was a conspicuous
silence from his Cabinet
colleagues. His social
isolation mirrored the
continuing caste barriers
in political life.”

In a private letter to
Nehru (1952), Ambedkar
lamented:

— “I have been used and
discarded. The cause of
the Depressed Classes
remains as neglected as
ever.”

Untouchability in Post-independence India

(Cited in Vasant Moon,
*Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar: Writings and
Speeches*, Vol. 12.)

Ambedkar’s Own
Reflections

In  the Constituent
Assembly  (November

1949), Ambedkar cap-
tured this contradiction:
— “We are entering into a
life of contradictions. In
politics we have equality,
and in social and eco-
nomic life we have
inequality. How long
shall we continue to live
this life of contradic-
tions?”

This was not mere rheto-
ric — it reflected his own
experience as a minister
still marked by caste bias.
Conclusion

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s life
as a minister demon-
strates that untouchability
and caste discrimination
transcended individual
success. His experiences
reveal that constitutional
equality alone could not
dismantle social preju-
dice deeply rooted in
Hindu society and the
state apparatus.
Ambedkar’s struggle —
even at the highest level
of governance — remains
a powerful reminder that
social democracy must
accompany political
democracy for genuine
equality to prevail in
India.
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MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING (MRI)
( A Revolution in Modern Medical Diagnostics)

(Asian independent) Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI) is one
of the most remarkable achieve-
ments of modern medical sci-
ence.It has combined the principles
of nuclear magnetic resonance
with cutting-edge computer tech-
nology, MRI has enabled the clini-
cians to visualize the detailed
internal structures of the human
body without any invasive proce-
dures.

The evolution of diagnostic imag-
ing has transformed the way dis-
eases are being detected and treat-
ed. Among the various imaging
techniques such as X-rays, CT
scans and ultrasound, Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI) stands
apart due to its exceptional ability
to provide detailed soft tissue con-
trast and multi-planar imaging.
Since its introduction in the late
20th century, MRI has become
indispensable in neurology, ortho-
pedics, cardiology, and oncology.
SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLE
BEHIND MRI

MRI works on the principle of
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
(NMR). The human body is prima-
rily composed of water molecules
and each water molecule contains
hydrogen nuclei (protons). When
placed in a strong magnetic field
these protons align with the field. A
radiofrequency (RF) pulse is then
applied, which temporarily dis-
turbs this alignment. When the
pulse is turned off, the protons
return to their original alignment,
releasing energy in the process.
This released energy is detected by
the MRI sensors and converted
into detailed images by sophisti-
cated computer algorithms.

The key components of an MRI
system include:

Magnet:

It produces a powerful
magnetic field (typically
1.5 to 3 Tesla).

Gradient Coils:

This helps in spatial localization
of the signal.

RF Coils:

It transmit and receive radio sig-
nals.

Computer System:

It processes the data to construct
high-resolution images.

ROLE OF MRI IN MEDICAL
SCIENCE

MRI has become an essential diag-
nostic tool in nearly every medical

specialty:

Neurology:

It is used in neurology to detect the

brain tumors, strokes, multiple

sclerosis and spinal cord lesions.

Orthopedics:

The main role of MRI is to visual-

izes ligament tears, bone marrow

disorders and joint abnormalities.

Cardiology:

It is used to evaluates cardiac

structure, myocardial infarction

and vascular anomalies.

Oncology:

MRI helps in tumor detection,

staging and treatment monitoring.

Abdominal Imaging:

It provides non-invasive assess-
ment of liver, kidneys and pan-

creas.

A Sahl Unlike X-rays or CT scans,

MRI does not use ionizing

radiation making it safer
for repeated imaging.

WHY MRI IS COSTLY

The high cost of MRI procedures
can be attributed to several factors:
1. Expensive Equipment:
MRI machines cost are high and it
depends on the strength and tech-
nology.
2. Maintenance:
Regular calibration, helium cool-
ing for superconducting magnets
and software upgrades are costly.
3. Operational Costs:

o ——
i
I

i

Skilled radiologists, technologists
and power consumption add to the
running expenses.

4. Time Consumption:

MRI scans often take longer
(30-90 minutes) than CT or X-ray
procedures limiting daily through-
put.

These factors collectively make
MRI one of the most expensive
diagnostic tools available.
RELATED TECHNOLOGIES
BASED ON SIMILAR PRINCI-
PLES

Several imaging and diagnostic
modalities share principles with
MRI or are complementary in
nature:

Functional MRI (fMRI):

Measures brain activity by detect-
ing changes in blood flow, useful
in neuroscience and psychology.
Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy
(MRS): Analyzes chemical com-
position of tissues, aiding in tumor
characterization.

Diffusion Tensor Imaging (DTI):
Maps neural pathways in the brain,
useful for neurosurgical planning.
Positron Emission
Tomography—MRI (PET-MRI):
Combines metabolic and anatomi-
cal imaging for advanced cancer
diagnostics.

These advanced modalities further
enhance the clinical value of MRI

o
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in both research and patient care.
ADVANTAGES (PROS) OF MRI
Non-invasive and radiation-free
imaging technique.

High contrast resolution for soft
tissues.

Multi-planar capability (axial,
sagittal, coronal, and 3D views).
Superior detection of neurological
and musculoskeletal disorders.
Useful for long-term monitoring
without radiation hazards.
LIMITATIONS (CONS) OF MRI
High cost of scanning and mainte-
nance.

Time-consuming compared to
other imaging methods.
Incompatibility =~ with  metal
implants (pacemakers, prosthetics,
etc.).

Claustrophobia and noise discom-
fort during scanning.

Limited availability in developing
regions due to infrastructure
requirements.

FUTURE PROSPECTS AND
INNOVATIONS

Ongoing research in artificial intel-
ligence (Al)-assisted image recon-
struction, faster sequences and
low-field portable MRI systems
aims to reduce cost, improve
accessibility and enhance diagnos-
tic precision. Moreover, the inte-
gration of Al with MRI analytics
holds potential for predictive diag-

nostics and personalized medicine.

Magnetic Resonance Imaging
remains one of the most powerful
tools in the diagnostic arsenal of
modern medicine. Its ability to
visualize soft tissue structures with
unmatched precision makes it
indispensable for early disease
detection and treatment planning.
While cost and accessibility
remain challenges, technological
innovation and governmental sup-
port can make MRI more afford-
able and widespread. In essence,
MRI continues to be not only a
window into the human body but
also a symbol of how physics and
medicine unite to save lives.

SURINDERPAL SINGH
FACULTY IN SCIENCE DEPART-
MENT

SRI AMRITSAR SAHIB PUNJAB.
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Right to Education: Practical Aspects —An Analysis

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Universal compulsory educa-
tion for boys and girls began in
Scotland in the 1560s, fol-
lowed by Pfalz-Zweibriicken
in Germany in 1592 and
Denmark in 1739. Although
primary education was made
compulsory, it was not state-
funded, which limited its effec-
tiveness. Prussia became the
first German state to introduce
mandatory tax-funded educa-
tion in the 18th century, achiev-

ing notable success.

In India, Gopal Krishna
Gokhale proposed a resolution
for “free and compulsory pri-
mary education” in the
Legislative Council on March
18, 1910, but it was rejected.
The 86th Amendment Act of
2002 later added Article 21(A)
to the Constitution, mandating
free and compulsory education
for children aged 6 to 14 years.
The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education Act
was enacted in 2009 and came
into effect on April 1, 2010.
However, it took India 100
years to implement universal
education.

Global Educational Rankings
2024

As of 2024, India ranks 149th
in world literacy, with a rate of
66%, according to the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). Despite an
improvement of 48 points over
17 years, India remains behind
many advanced countries. In
the 2024 Global Educational
Rankings, published in 2025,
India stands at 101st globally,
behind South Korea, Denmark,
the Netherlands, Belgium,
Slovenia, Japan, Germany,
Finland, Norway, and Ireland.
By 2022, India’s overall litera-
cy rate was 76%, with male lit-
eracy at 82.4% and female lit-
eracy at 68.4%. Countries like
Ukraine and the United States
boast literacy rates of 99% or
higher.
Decline  of
Schools
Between the academic years
2014-2015 and 2023-2024, the
number of government schools
decreased in 10 states, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Jammu and
Kashmir. In contrast, Bihar saw
a significant increase in both
government and  private
schools. Union State Education
Minister Jayant Chaudhary
reported that the number of
government schools fell by
89,441, from 1,107,101 in
2014-2015 to 1,017,660 in

Government

2023-2024. During the same
period, private  schools
increased by 42,944, reaching a
total of 331,108.

Madhya Pradesh experienced
the largest decline, with gov-
ernment schools dropping from
121,849 to 92,439, represent-
ing a 24.1% reduction. Uttar
Pradesh accounted for 60.9%
of the national decline in gov-
ernment schools and con-
tributed 44.9% to the increase
in private schools. Other states
that also saw declines in gov-
ernment  schools  include
Jammu and Kashmir (21.4%),
Odisha (17.1%), Jharkhand
(13.4%), Nagaland (14.4%),
Goa (12.9%), and Uttarakhand
(8.7%). In contrast, Bihar’s
government schools increased
from 74,291 to 78,120, reflect-
ing a 5% growth.

Unprecedented Growth of
Private Schools: Ten States

During the same time period,
there was a significant decrease
in government schools, which
coincided with unprecedented
growth in private schools. The
number of private schools
increased by 42,944, bringing
the total to 331,108. Ten states
experienced private school
growth rates that exceeded the
national average of 14.9%. For
example, in Bihar, the number
of private schools grew from
3,284 to 9,167, representing a
remarkable  increase  of
179.14%. In Odisha, the num-
ber rose from 3,350 to 6,042,
an increase of §0.36%. In Uttar
Pradesh, private schools
increased from 77,330 to
96,635, marking a growth of
24.96%.

Decline of Private Schools:
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, and
Meghalaya

Conversely, there was a decline
in the number of private
schools in Meghalaya, Delhi,
and Himachal Pradesh. In
Meghalaya, the number of pri-
vate schools fell from 2,274 to
2,152, resulting in a decrease
of 5.36%. In Delhi, the count
dropped from 2,641 to 2,565, a
decline of 2.88%. Similarly,
Himachal Pradesh saw a slight
decrease from 2,614 to 2,607,
amounting to a reduction of
0.27%.

Decline in School Enrolment

Statistics show a concerning
seven-year decline in school
enrolment in India. The
UDISE+ 2024-25 report, cov-
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ering 14.71 lakh schools,
reveals that enrolment peaked
at 255.74 million in the 2021-
2022 academic year but has
been steadily decreasing since
then. Primary enrolment (class-
es 1-5) dropped to 104.38 mil-
lion, a decrease of 3.46 million
from the 2023-24 numbers and
17.46 million (14.33%) from
the peak in 2021-22. While
upper primary (classes 6-8) and
secondary (classes 9-12) levels
experienced minimal growth,
attendance at the foundational
level, which is a focus of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 for early child-
hood education, continues to
decline.

Regional  Differences in
Student Enrolment

Enrolment patterns vary across
different regions of India.
While enrolment has increased
in states like Uttar Pradesh and
Assam, it has declined in sever-
al South Indian and West
Indian states. For example, in
Bihar, enrolment dropped from
2.13 crore to 2.11 crore; in
West Bengal, it decreased from

Dr. Ramjilal
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,JKarnal,LHaryana — India
Email drramjilal1947@
gmail.com
Background

2.48 crore to 1.71 crore; and in
Mabharashtra, it fell from 2.14
crore to 2.13 crore. The most
significant declines occurred in
southern states: in Andhra
Pradesh, enrolment decreased
from 87.42 lakh to 84.55 lakh
(a drop of 2.89 lakh); in Kerala,
it went from 62.82 lakh to
61.64 lakh (a decrease of 1.18
lakh); in Tamil Nadu, it
declined from 1.30 crore to
1.25 crore (a drop of 0.48
lakh); and in Karnataka, it fell
from 1.19 crore to 1.18 crore (a
reduction of 0.14 lakh).

The central and southern state
governments attribute these
declines to reduced fertility

rates, which have fallen to
between 1.1 and 1.9, indicating
a proportional decrease in
enrolment.

Teacher Shortage

Currently, approximately 1.06
million teaching positions
remain vacant across the coun-
try due to a lack of recruitment
since 2019, according to
India’s  State  Education
Minister. For a well-organized
school system, the ideal
teacher-student ratio should be
1:30. However, in Bihar, this
ratio can be as high as 1:50. A
2024 report reveals that there
are around 104,125 primary
schools in India where each
school has only one teacher.

On one hand, there is a signifi-
cant shortage of teachers; on
the other, existing teachers are
often burdened with non-aca-
demic tasks. This imbalance
negatively impacts children’s
education. In schools with only
one teacher, if that teacher is
assigned excessive non-aca-
demic work or takes a leave of
absence, the entire school may
be forced to close. India faces a
substantial teacher shortage,
particularly in primary and
rural schools, where the need
for qualified educators is
urgent.

Despite improvements in liter-
acy rates across the country, the
shortage persists due to a com-
bination of factors, including
slow and complicated hiring
processes, inadequate salaries,
unsatisfactory working condi-
tions, and a lack of qualified
teachers. As a result, many
schools have alarmingly high
pupil-teacher ratios that often
exceed recommended limits,
severely undermining the qual-
ity of education provided to
students.

Immediate and decisive action
is required to address this
pressing crisis. It is essential to
enhance salaries and job secu-
rity for teachers, making the
profession more attractive and
sustainable. Additionally,
streamlining the hiring process
will help ensure that qualified
teachers can enter classrooms
more swiftly. Improving the
physical infrastructure of rural
schools is also crucial for
delivering equitable and effec-
tive education to all children.

The consequences of this
teacher shortage are severe and
far-reaching.  Overcrowded
classrooms hinder teachers’

abilities to provide individu-
alised support to students,
increasing the risk of function-
al illiteracy, where students
may have basic reading skills
but lack a deeper understand-
ing of the material. This ongo-
ing crisis poses a significant
threat to the quality of educa-
tion and the prospects of
India’s next generation. Action
must be taken now to reverse
this trend.

Burden of Non-Teaching Tasks
on Teachers

Teachers are primarily respon-
sible for educating students;
however, they are increasingly
burdened by non-teaching
tasks due to the government’s
implementation of 36 apps and
portals. These platforms
require teachers to manage
over 100 educational and
administrative duties, often
turning them into office clerks
instead of educators. Daily
directives from the State
Education Centre and com-
plaints from the Chief
Minister’s Office demand
immediate attention, further
detracting from teaching time.

When teachers cannot com-
plete these tasks during school
hours, they are forced to work
after school or on holidays,
leaving little time for their stu-
dents. This overload compro-
mises their ability to focus on
teaching and has led to declin-
ing student performance,
increased indiscipline, and
higher dropout rates. The
excessive workload also nega-
tively impacts teachers’ health,
family life, and overall well-
being. In summary, the burden
of non-teaching duties disrupts
the educational process, con-
tributes to teacher burnout, and
diminishes the quality of edu-
cation. Urgent action is needed
to alleviate this pressure and
allow teachers to refocus on
their primary mission: educat-
ing students.

Ratio in
Schools in

Teacher-Student
Single-Teacher
India

According to the 2024 report,
there are  approximately
104,125 primary schools in
India, where each school has
only one teacher. This number
has risen from 92,275 in the
2016-17 school year. The
UDISF report for 2024-2025
indicates that around 3.386
million students are managed
by a single teacher across these
schools. In Uttar Pradesh, there
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are 9,508  single-teacher
schools; in Delhi, there are
771; and in Haryana, there are
43,400.

This situation violates the right
to education for approximately
620,000 students in Uttar
Pradesh, 771 in Delhi, and
43,400 in Haryana. The
teacher-student ratio in these
single-teacher schools can vary
significantly, ranging from one
teacher for one student to as
high as 96 students for a single
teacher. For instance, Bihar
records the highest teacher-stu-
dent ratio at 96:1, followed by
Uttar Pradesh with a ratio of
70:1. In contrast, states like
Kerala and Himachal Pradesh
maintain much lower ratios,
typically ranging from 10 to 15
students per teacher.

In official circles in Bihar,
these single-teacher schools are
referred to as “Mini Schools.”
A notable case highlighted is a
one-student, one-teacher
school in Telangana. As report-
ed on January 8, 2025, a gov-
ernment upper primary school
in Wayra Mandal, Khammam
district, serves only one fourth-
grade student with one teacher.
The school continues to oper-
ate to ensure that the students’
education is not disrupted,
demonstrating the Telangana
government’s commitment to
preserving the right to educa-
tion, even in cases of low
enrolment.

This decision exemplifies the
importance of upholding the
right to education on a global
scale. Rather than closing
schools, it is recommended that
all girls’ schools be upgraded.
The rise in private schools rais-
es concerns about the govern-
ment’s commitment to public
education. This shift towards
privatisation suggests that the
government may not prioritise
access and equity in education.
By continually promoting pri-
vatisation and liberalisation,
the Indian government conveys
a clear message regarding its
approach to public welfare in
education. These policies seem
to favour privatisation at the
expense of public interests.

It is also important to note that
the primary objective of the
Bharatiya Janata Party is to
establish India as a world
leader. Given the current situa-
tion, we must ask: Can India
truly become a global leader
(Vishva Guru)? This is a press-
ing question.




IPS Y Puran Kumar — Apparent Abetment to Suicide
— A Slap on the Face of Caste Ridden Society

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Haryana IPS senior offi-
cer, Y. Puran Kumar com-
mitted suicide the other day
at  their
Chandigarh when his wife,

residence in

Amneet P. Kumar, herself a
senior IAS bureaucrat was
away in Japan accompany-
ing CM Nayab Saini on an
official tour. Puran Kumar
has left a well drafted and
duly typed ‘Final Note’ on
the painful circumstances
of taking his extreme step
to end the retched life he
was driven to by his own
senior and junior col-
leagues belonging to the so
called high castes in the
caste-ridden social system;
Manuwad. Kumars
belonged to SC category on
the social ladder. The Final
Note of Y. Puran Kumar

may be accessed at: ‘Final

. S

(Prevention of Atrocities

Note’ of Haryana IGP
reveals years of profession-
al anguish as reported by
the Tribune. Accordingly,
on her return from Japan,
Amneet P Kumar, wife of
deceased, has submitted a
the
Chandigarh Police seeking

complaint to

I

A

the registration of an FIR
DGP Shatrujeet
and Rohtak SP
Narendra Bijarniya under
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes

against
Kapur

Act) for allegedly driving
her husband to suicide.
Obviously, the Final Note
of Y. Puran Kumar, prima
facie, is a clear proof of the
sordid conduct and behav-
ior of the people named in
her

it. In complaint,

Special

Amneet said, “My hus-
band, an officer of unim-
peachable integrity and
extraordinary public spirit,
was found dead by a gun-

shot at our home.

While official narratives
suggest suicide, my soul
cries for justice as a wife
witnessing years of system-
atic humiliation, harass-
ment and persecution
inflicted upon my husband

by senior officials, includ-

ing Shatrujeet Kapur, DGP,
Haryana,” She further said
her husband had repeatedly
invoked the SC and ST Act
after being “subjected to
caste-based slurs, exclu-
sion from places of wor-
ship on police premises,
mental harassment, public
humiliation and atrocities
by senior officers”. As [ am
writing this, as of now, no
FIR has been accepted and
registered by the police
authorities. The wife of late
IPS officer Y Puran Kumar,

F

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career

Diplomat.

Amneet P Kumar, has sub-
detailed
complaint to

mitted a and
urgent
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Saini, pressing for
immediate action following
the suicide of her husband.

During a meeting with the

Chief the
bereaved family made it

Minister,

clear that they are unwill-
ing to proceed with the
post-mortem or last rites of
Y Puran Kumar until an
FIR is filed against those
named in his suicide note
and the related complaint.

Where the Thekedars of the
caste ridden social order
are who intend to eat the
cake and have it too?
Where is the SC & ST
Atrocities Act? Where are
the
Reservation and propo-

opponents of
nents of the so called
‘creamy layer’? Somebody
has to give answer to these
questions. The caste system
of Manuwad is the biggest
enemy of India. Allama
Igbal said long before
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Naman to Babu Kanshi
Ram —

Today, October 9, is the
death anniversary of the
mass leader of Dalits and
the
large, Babu Kanshi Ram (
March, 1934 — October,
2007) famously addressed
as Manywar or Sahib by

Bahujan Samaj at

millions and millions of
his followers not only in
India but also beyond and
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take this
opportunity to pay my
humble tributes to Babu
Kanshi Ram, a leader and

rightly so. I

savior of the rights of the
underprivileged and
depressed people of India
Teethi.

Kanshi Ram was the flag-

on his Punia
bearer of the mission and
legacy of Babasaheb
Ambedkar. Babasaheb
Ambedkar did his best and
succeeded in providing for
the rights of the socially
marginalized sections of
the society in the legal and
statutory edifice of the
country as an intellectual
face of the suffering mass-
es against all odds. But it
Babu Kanshi
who translated his vision

was Ram
and dreams into reality
through his relentless
pragmatism and political
acumen on the platform of
BSP, a political outfit he
floated on April 14, 1984
in association with the
like Behn

who later

activists

Mayawati,
became his political heir,
and others. BSP became a
political force to reckon
with in his life time and
Behn Mayawati proved her
mettle as CM of UP for the
record four tenures under
his mentorship. Though, it
seems, the mass movement
which Babu Kanshi Ram
started with utmost toil
and involvement has fiz-
zled out as his heirs could
not stick to his philosophy
and self-less involvement
yet Babu Kanshi Ram is
relevant in the emerging
political scenario in the
country with his slogan in
democratic set up based on
One Vote — One Value and
the slogan he gave — Jis Ki
Jitni Sankhya Bhari; Utni
Uski With
Naman to the great leader,

Hissedari.

Kanshi Ram —

Badi Mushkik Se Hota Hai
Chaman Mein Dadawar
Paida —
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The Indian Workers Association (Great
Britain) has strongly condemned a pro-
posal by Mel Stride,
Shadow Chancellor, suggesting that
only British citizens should be allowed

Conservative

to claim welfare benefits.

The Association described the proposal
as divisive, unjust and politically moti-
vated, accusing the Conservatives of
trying to blame migrants for problems
caused by government policy.
According to the IWA, thousands of
non-citizen residents have worked for
years in key sectors such as the NHS,
care, construction, and transport, pay-
ing taxes and contributing to the UK
economy. Denying them support in
times of need is discriminatory and
deeply unfair, the group said.

Political Motivation Behind Proposal
The IWA believes the policy is being
promoted for political reasons, not pub-

lic benefit.

1. Distraction from failure:

Britain faces a cost of living crisis,
NHS waiting lists, and housing short-
age. Instead of tackling these issues,
Conservative leaders are blaming
migrants to hide years of economic

failure.

2. Appeal to far-right voters:

Under pressure from the Reform Party
and other right-wing groups, the
Conservatives are trying to win back
support through anti-immigrant rheto-
ric.

3. Dividing working people:
British-born and migrant workers face
the same struggles — low pay, rising
bills, and insecure jobs. The proposal
seeks to turn workers against each
other rather than holding leaders to
account.

4. Ignoring contribution:
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Migrant workers have paid billions in
taxes and supported essential services
for decades. Many have lived in Britain
for most of their lives. Excluding them
from benefits is inhumane and discrim-
inatory.

Call for Unity

“This proposal is not about fairness —
it is about fear. The Tories are playing
politics with people’s lives,
neighbour against neighbour,”
Sital Singh Gill, General Secretary of
the Indian Workers Association (Great
Britain).

The IWA (GB) has urged all political
parties to reject discrimination, defend

turning
said

equal rights for all residents, and focus
on real issues such as jobs, housing,
healthcare, and education.

The Association called on the British
public to stand together, reject hate,
and oppose policies designed to divide
working people.
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A Legacy of Revival and Revolution

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Dhamma Deeksha Day Celebrations,
Ambedkar Centre, Southall, Middlesex
Federation of Ambedkarite and Buddhist
Organisations

A Legacy of Revival and Revolution
Speech delivered on 5 October 2025
Distinguished honoured guests, and dear
friends,

I am deeply honoured to have been asked

to say a few words today.

The world, as you are aware, is embroiled
in religious and racial hatred. Politicians,
to hold onto power, are prepared to say
anything to divide and polarise communi-
ties by appealing to the baser instincts of
humanity.

Climate change, the world over, has
brought environmental disaster impacting
millions due to unfettered capitalism and

corporate greed.

Humanity has yet to find an effective
method to control its wilder instincts,
despite warnings from great thinkers,
philosophers, and religious founders
throughout the centuries.

Dhananjay Keer, in Dr Ambedkar: Life and
Mission, quotes Rabindranath Tagore.
Bring to this country once again

The blessed name

Which made the land of thy birth sacred
to all distant lands

Let thy great awakening under the Bodhi
tree

Be filled ...

Let open the doors that are barred

And the resounding conch shell

Proclaim thy arrival at Bharat’s gate

Let, through innumerable voice,

The gospel of an unmeasurable love
Announce thy call

Keer also quotes Sir William Hunter from
his book on Ancient India, who, as early as
1881, said that the revival of Buddhism is,
I repeat, one of the possibilities in India.
Consider India today: a significant global
player, the second-largest economy in
Asia, and home to almost 1.4 billion peo-
ple. this Buddhist
Revivalism in India has profound conse-

Due to stature,
quences for the spread of world peace and
prosperity.

We need only look back to the great
Ashokan Empire in the 3rd century BC to
remember a time when global diplomacy,
peace, and harmony were the very corner-
stones of India.

Swapan Biswas, Buddhism the Religion of
Mohenjo-Daro, on page 340, writes
History shows that, following the Mauryan
rule and continuing for centuries until the
beginning of the Sen Dynasty in Bengal in
the 12th Century AD, the nation was main-
ly under the influence of Buddhist con-
sciousness. During this period, India flour-
ished in industry, science, commerce, arts,
and wisdom. This golden age later
declined due to various factors, and a pro-
longed period of darkness descended upon
Buddhism in India.

DC Ahir, in Pioneers of Buddhist Revival,
writes that

After a long period of darkness, the dawn
of a new era began with the work of
British Civil Servants and scholars, who
started to unearth hidden treasures from
beneath the dust and debris.

Starting in the 18th century, figures such
as Padre Tieffenthaler, Captain Polier, and
the pivotal James Prinsep, who deciphered
the ancient Prakrit inscriptions, began to
unveil our lost heritage.

I will take a few minutes as a reminder to
recall some of the great discoveries made
by Western scholars.

In 1750, Padre Tiefenthaler rediscovered
the Delhi-Meerut pillar.

By 1836, several Rock and Pillar inscrip-
tions had been discovered in various parts
of India.

No Indian scholar was competent enough
to decipher the most ancient inscriptions
of India, which were found not only on
rocks and pillars but also on coins. In
1837, James Prinsep, a high official of the
Indian Mint and Secretary of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, deciphered inscriptions
written in Brahmi (Prakrit).

The advent of Alexander Cunningham
accelerated the discovery and restoration
of archaeological sites in India.

In 1837, he excavated Sarnath at his own
expense.

In 1851, while employed as an engineer in
Gwalior State, Cunningham opened the
mighty stupas of Sanchi and discovered
the sacred relics of the two chief disciples
of Lord Buddha,
Sariputta and Venerable Moggallana.

namely, Venerable
In 1871, Cunningham became the first
Director General of the Archaeological
Survey of India. He followed in the foot-
steps of the travel accounts of the famous
Chinese Pilgrim Hiuen Tsang and visited
all the sites described by him, successfully
identifying most of the Buddhist Shrines.

In 1870, he excavated in the vicinity of the
Maha Bodhi
Vajrasana, the most sacred place where the

Temple and discovered
Buddha sat and attained supreme enlight-
enment.

In 1877, Cunningham published all the
known inscriptions in one volume.

He also published 24 volumes as ‘Reports
of the Archaeological Survey of India’. Of
these, half the reports were written by
Cunningham himself and the rest by his
assistants, J.D. Belgar and A C L Carlyle.

Cunningham was succeeded by James
Burgess, who had been working since
1874 as Archaeological Surveyor of
Western and Southern India, made a com-
prehensive survey of Buddhist Caves and
published his findings in 1883 in his book
‘Buddhist their

Inscriptions’.

Cave Temples and
Dr Bhagwanlal Indraji was the first Indian
Archaeologist who discovered in 1882
fragments of Ashokan Rock Edict as well
as a Stupa at Sopara near Mumbai.

The literary activities of Western Scholars
gave a further boost to the Renaissance of
Buddhism. The pioneering Indian scholar
was Rajendra Lal Mitra (1824-1891). His

Special

works, particularly ‘Buddha Gaya’, The
Hermitage of the Sakya Age (1877),
Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal
(1882) and Lalitvistara(1887), aroused
considerable interest in Buddhist Studies.

You will be aware that soon after the
Mahaprinibanna of Lord Buddha, 18 sepa-
rate Buddhist sects existed in India (Ref.
Encyclopaedia Britannica)

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar was a scholar of
immense depth. He understood that over
2,500 years, the Buddha’s original teach-
ings had accumulated what he called ‘dead
wood,’ splintering into numerous tradi-
tions. He studied the ancient sects—the
the the
Mahasangika, the Vatsiputriya, and the

Theravada, Sarvastivada,
vast branches of Mahayana and Tantrism
that spread to Tibet, China, Japan, and
Southeast Asia. He

Buddhism adapted to local cults and ani-

across saw how
mist beliefs wherever it went.

Dr Babasaheb’s genius was to synthesise
this vast ocean of knowledge. He cut
through the “dead wood” and captured the

essential, rational, and socially liberating

By Sat Pal Muman

core of the Buddha’s Dhamma. This life-
long study culminated in his magnum
opus, “The Buddha and His Dhamma,”
published towards the end of his life,
with the explicit hope of setting human-
ity on a modern, scientific, and human-
istic footing. He was not alone in this
intellectual struggle. We must bow to
the great Indian scholars who lit the
torch of revival before him. DC Ahir
reminds us of the many pioneers.

The foundational work of Dharmananda
Kosambi.

The
Sankrityayan.

The scholarly efforts of Bhadant Anand
Kausalyayan and Ven. Jagdish Kashyap.

intrepid explorations of Rahul

And the dedication of pioneers like C.

Krishnan, Prof. N.K. Bhagwat, and
Ayothya Dass.

This collective effort, both intellectual
and spiritual, built the momentum for
the climactic event we remember today.
The research of all these explorers,
archaeologists, and scholars helped cre-
ate a new awakening among the people;
however, nobody had yet seriously con-
sidered the Buddhist revival in India as
a mass movement. This happened only

in 1891 with the arrival of Anagarika

Dhammapala, a young Sinhalese
Buddhist.
It was in 1891 that Dr Babasaheb

Ambedkar was born, who was later to
change the course of the history of
Buddhism in India.

On 14th October 1956, the year of the
2500th Buddha Jayanti celebrations, the
revival of Buddhism reached its climax
when Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar and half
a million of his followers embraced
Buddhism at a Historic ceremony at
Nagpur, India. It was the most signifi-
cant event of peaceful religious conver-
sion on a single day in human history,
achieved without a single drop of blood.
On 15th October, another 300,000 peo-
ple who had been late arriving for the
14th October at
Nagpur also embraced Buddhism. On

ceremony held on

16th October, a third ceremony took
place at Chandrapur. On 15th and 16th
October, Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar again
administered his 22 vows at each of
these events.

The impact of Buddhist Revivalism in

India, started by Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar, was dramatic.
Sangharakshita, Ambedkar and

Buddhism (Page 164), writes that,
When Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar passed
away on 6 December 1956, a hundred
thousand people again embraced
Buddhism at the cremation ground. In
Delhi, when ashes were taken to the city,
30,000 people embraced Buddhism. In
Agra, when a portion of ashes was hand-
ed over, a further 20,000 people initiat-
ed into Buddhism.

Between 7 December 1956 and 10
February 1957, the number of Buddhists
had risen to 750,000 — the number con-
verted by Dr Babsaheb Ambedkar him-
self in Nagpur and Chandrapur — to well

over 4,000,000.

According to the 1961 census, there

were 3,250,227 people, of whom
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2,789,501 were found in Maharashtra,
compared to 2,489, ten years earlier. The
increase in the number of Buddhists in
Maharashtra was out of proportion to the
rise in the rest of the Country. By 1971,
however, the figures had risen only
slightly, and there was a total of
3,812,325 registered Buddhists in India.

Furthermore, according to one source,
by March 1959, nearly 15 to 20 million
had embraced Buddhism.

However, according to the 2011 Indian
census, there are 8,442,972 registered
Buddhists, with Lakshadweep having
only 10.

Many in India claim to be Buddhists in
life but
Buddhists due to social welfare incen-

social do not register as
tives extended to Scheduled Castes,
Tribes and Other Backwards Classes.
Today, there are thousands of Buddha
viharas across India. Estimates suggest
that there are indeed over 20 million
Buddhists in India, a number that is
increasing every year, a testament to the
enduring power of Dr Babasaheb’s
Buddha Dhamma Revolution.

Buddha and his Dhamma, referred to as
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
opus, magnifies the core teachings of

magnum

Buddhism in the hope of setting human-
ity on a modern scientific and humanis-
tic footing.

Before I conclude, I wish to remind the
conference that,

This remarkable mass transition towards
Buddhism, which expanded from the
archaeological, intellectual, and literary
interests of the 18th, 19th, and early
20th centuries, now has mass appeal,
instigated by Buddhist Revivalism, ush-
ered in by Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.
Before I conclude, I wish to share a
point of personal reflection and inquiry.
in Dr

Ambedkar’s writings linking Dhamma

I have found no reference
Decksha Day to Ashoka Vijayadashami.
His press statement on 23rd September
1956 explicitly announced his conver-
sion would take place on Dussehra day,
14th October 1956. He himself called it
Dhamma Deeksha Day. I have also won-
dered why it is sometimes described as
Chakra which
refers to the Buddha’s first sermon. I do

Dhamma Parivartan,
not believe Dhamma Chakra Parivartan
should be confused with Dhamma
Deeksha. this
learned gathering can shed light on these

Perhaps someone in
historical nuances.

Finally, my friends, it is incumbent on
the heirs to this great and peaceful revo-
started by Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar, to carry the legacy forward
with

lution

the wisdom, compassion, and
unwavering commitment to equality that
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar embodied.
Paraphrasing Tagore,

Bring to this world once again, the
blessed name!

Thank you.

Namo Buddhaye, Jai Bheem
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A Heartfelt Visit to the Seattle Buddhist Centre and
Ambedkarite Community in Bellevue, Seattle, USA

On September 1st, 2025, I had the
immense joy and honor of visiting the
Seattle Buddhist Centre in Seattle,
Washington. This visit was not only
spiritually enriching but also a mean-
ingful opportunity to connect with fel-
low practitioners, both old and new.
The Seattle Buddhist Centre is a
remarkable resource for anyone
exploring the path of Buddhism, espe-
cially those new to the practice.
Located in the heart of Seattle, the
Centre offers ongoing introductory
classes in meditation and Buddhism in
a warm, casual, and inclusive environ-
ment. These classes are ideal for
beginners, whether you consider your-
self a Buddhist or are simply curious
about meditation and mindfulness.One
of the highlights of my visit was par-
ticipating in Sangha Night, a weekly
Sunday evening gathering open to all.
Held both online and in person,
Sangha Night brings people together
to meditate, reflect on the Dharma,
and share in the joys and challenges of
everyday life. Being part of this gath-
ering was a profound experience that
reminded me of the strength and beau-
ty of spiritual community.Sharing the
Dhamma in Bellevue, Seattle,
USALater that day, I had the privilege
of delivering a Dhamma talk at
Crossroads Park in Bellevue, organ-
ized for the Ambedkarite Buddhist
community. My talk focused on the
topic “What is Sangha?”, with special
reference to the practice of taking
refuge in the Sangha, a core element
of Buddhist life.This gathering not
only allowed us to reflect on the
importance of community in spiritual
practice but also served as a bridge,
connecting the Ambedkarite communi-
ty with the Seattle Buddhist Centre. It
is my hope that this connection will
help foster a stronger, more vibrant
Sangha in the region, rooted in shared
values and mutual support.I extend my
heartfelt thanks to our Dhamma broth-
er Steve for his efforts in organizing
everything at the Seattle Buddhist
Centre. I am also deeply grateful to
Prof. Lalit Khandare for arranging the
Dhamma talk in Bellevue and for his
continued commitment to the growth
of the Ambedkarite Buddhist commu-
nity.This visit has been a memorable
step on the path, and I look forward to
continued collaboration and shared
practice in the future. With
metta,Gauthama Prabhu N

seattle
buddhist center
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