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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

UfdeTg ()'(‘6 3 IHI3

SIE(l
ID no. 921760

Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

. enEmAwS. A

PLUMBING : -

FepairsiReplacemeant
of Bathrooms
ACCREEON RS

{sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets el

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Replacement
of all types of Sockels,
Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms,
Ml ot
TV on walls, elc.

MASONRY
WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Foof maintenance
Bic.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing. Flat Facks
Asssmbling,
Doors repairing/
replacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making etc.

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK

07488841161
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Atrocities on Dalits, its Cause and Measures to Reduce them

(Asian independent)  Atrocities against
Dalits (often referred to as Scheduled Castes
in official terms) by upper castes in India are
a deeply entrenched social issue with histori-
cal, cultural, economic, and political dimen-
sions. These acts of violence, discrimination,
and humiliation stem from the millennia-old
caste system embedded in Hindu society,
which traditionally assigns Dalits to the low-
est rung, deeming them “untouchable” or
impure by birth. While the Indian
Constitution and laws like the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act aim to curb this, implementa-
tion remains weak, allowing systemic oppres-
sion to persist. The reasons are not singular
but interconnected, and yes, a significant fac-
tor is the perceived threat to the existing
power equation—where upper castes seek to
maintain dominance amid Dalit assertions of
rights—but other elements play roles too.
Below, Scheduled I'll break it down based on
documented patterns, while noting diverse
perspectives that sometimes downplay or
reframe the issue.

Historical and Cultural Roots

The caste system, originating from ancient
Hindu texts like the Manusmiriti, institutional-
izes hierarchy and untouchability, viewing
Dalits as polluted and suited only for menial
labour. This ideology fosters everyday dis-
crimination, such as barring Dalits from tem-
ples, wells, or upper-caste areas, and escalates
to violence when norms are challenged. For
instance, Dalits have faced beatings for wear-
ing sunglasses, riding horses in weddings, or
drawing water from shared sources—acts
seen as defying their “place.” From a Dalit
viewpoint, this is lifelong stigma and margin-
alization, often likened to “hidden apartheid.”
Critics from more conservative angles argue
that such practices are relics limited to rural
areas or exaggerated by media, pointing
instead to intra-Dalit or inter-backward caste
conflicts as more common.

Threat to Power Equation and Social
Dominance

A core driver is indeed the fear of disrupting
societal hierarchies. As Dalits gain education,
jobs, or political voice—often through reser-
vations or awareness of rights—upper castes
perceive this as an erosion of their privileges.
Economic mobility for Dalits, like owning
land or refusing exploitative labor, triggers
backlash to “keep them in line.” Examples
include assaults over wage demands or inter-
caste marriages, where upper castes enforce
endogamy to preserve purity and control.
Human rights reports highlight how this vio-
lence maintains upper-caste hegemony, with
Dalits facing not just physical harm but also
false police cases or denial of justice. Some
analyses tie it to broader feudal mindsets or
Hindutva influences that reinforce caste

norms. However, voices from right-leaning
sources claim the narrative unfairly demo-
nizes upper castes, suggesting violence often
stems from non-caste issues like land disputes
or is perpetrated by  backward
castes/Muslims, not traditional upper castes
like Brahmins.

Economic Exploitation and Resource
Conflicts
Poverty and dependency amplify atrocities.
Dalits, historically landless, face exploitation
as cheap labour; refusing low wages or assert-
ing land rights often leads to violence. Studies
show higher caste-based crimes in areas with
economic gaps between castes, where upper
castes use violence to deter Dalit progress.
This isn’t always tied to power threats—
sometimes it’s sheer opportunism—but it
reinforces inequality. Counterviews argue
that economic factors like corruption or
socialism’s legacy create a low-trust society
where violence cuts across castes, not just
upper-to-lower.
Political and Institutional Factors
Politics exacerbates this: Atrocities spike dur-
ing elections or when Dalits mobilize, as
upper castes align to protect vote banks or
influence. Weak law enforcement—often
biased toward upper castes—emboldens per-
petrators. Some Dalit leaders are accused of
complicity for personal gains, diluting com-
munity resistance. Media bias is debated:
Dalit advocates say upper-caste dominance in
journalism ignores caste dynamics, while oth-
ers claim overemphasis on upper castes hides
violence by other groups. NCRB data shows
most crimes against Dalits occur in states like
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Bihar, not nec-
essarily correlating with economic develop-
ment.
In summary, while threats to the power equa-
tion are central—especially as Dalits chal-
lenge subordination—these atrocities are also
fueled by ingrained cultural biases, economic
control, and institutional  failures.
Perspectives vary: Human rights groups
emphasize systemic casteism, while some
conservative outlets argue it is overstated or
misattributed to upper castes. True progress
requires addressing root causes beyond laws,
like education and cultural reform.
Measures to Reduce Atrocities
Reducing atrocities against Dalits (Scheduled
Castes) in India requires a multifaceted
approach addressing root causes like caste
prejudice, economic inequality, institutional
biases, and weak enforcement of laws. While
progress has been made through constitution-
al protections and affirmative action, imple-
mentation gaps persist, leading to ongoing
violence and discrimination. Strategies draw
from government initiatives, NGO recom-
mendations, international advocacy, and
scholarly analyses, emphasizing prevention,

justice, and societal change. Below, I outline
key strategies grouped by category, based on
credible sources.

Strengthening Legal Enforcement and
Access to Justice
A primary focus is improving the implemen-
tation of existing laws like the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 (PoA Act), which crim-
inalizes caste-based violence, and the
Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955. Low
conviction rates (often below 30%) stem from
police bias, delayed investigations, and wit-
ness intimidation.
— Enhance PoA Act Implementation:
Establish dedicated special courts for faster
trials as already envisaged in SC/ST
Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989, monitor
case progress, and penalize officials for negli-
gence or evidence tampering. Appoint sensi-
tized officers, including from SC/ST commu-
nities, to handle cases.
— Address Impunity: Tackle patterns of non-
registration of FIRs by mandating immediate
action and accountability for police. Use tools
like the National Helpdesk for Prevention of
Atrocities (NHAPOA) for reporting and
tracking grievances, providing instant relief
and FIR assistance.
— Adopt International Guidelines: Incorporate
UN principles for eliminating discrimination
based on work and descent, including caste,
to guide policy and hold perpetrators account-
able.
Education, Awareness, and Cultural Reform
Caste biases are deeply ingrained, so long-
term change involves shifting mindsets
through education and campaigns. On the
contrary in new NCERT textbooks BJP gov-
ernment has removed several passages on
caste and religious discrimination, including
specific references to the abolition of the caste
system and the struggles of Dalit and
oppressed communities.
— Public Awareness Campaigns: Launch
nationwide efforts via media, schools, and
community programs to challenge stereo-
types, promote equality, and educate on Dalit
rights and the PoA Act. Include school curric-
ula on caste history and anti-discrimination.
— Training for Officials: Mandatory sensitiza-
tion programs for police, judges, and bureau-
crats on caste-gender intersections, focusing
on vulnerabilities of Dalit women and girls.
— Media Role: Encourage non-stereotypical
portrayals of Dalits and highlight positive sto-
ries to reduce prejudice.

Economic Empowerment and Social
Inclusion
Economic dependence exacerbates exploita-
tion; empowering Dalits reduces vulnerabili-
ty.
— Reservations and Development Programs:
Fully enforce job, education, and political

quotas; introduce reservation in Private
Sector,allocate budgets for Dalit welfare,
including land distribution and skill training.
— Address Supply Chain Discrimination: In
industries like garments, enforce corporate
due diligence to eliminate caste biases in hir-
ing and labour practices.

— Support for Victims: Provide immediate
relief, rehabilitation, counselling, jobs, and
pensions for survivors, especially in sexual
violence cases.

Institutional and Political Reforms

Political will is crucial to overcome systemic
barriers.

— Strengthen Commissions: Fund and expand
bodies like the National Commission for
Scheduled and Scheduled Tribes, and
National Human Rights Commission to mon-
itor atrocities, take suo moto actions, and
ensure proportional Dalit representation.

— Data Collection and Monitoring:
Disaggregate data on violence by caste and
gender; map atrocity-prone areas for targeted
interventions and periodic reports to
Parliament which are not there at present.

— International Advocacy: Leverage UN and
EU mechanisms for pressure, including treaty
reviews and human rights dialogues, to push
for reforms.

Community and Grassroots Involvement

— Dalit-Led Initiatives: Support Dalit organi-
zations for advocacy, legal aid, and commu-
nity monitoring of atrocities.

— Inter-Caste Dialogue: Promote local forums
to foster understanding and reduce conflicts.
These strategies, if implemented holistically,
could significantly curb atrocities, but success
depends on sustained political commitment
and cross-society collaboration. Recent
reports indicate rising incidents, underscoring
urgency.

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
Peoples Front
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The Poona Pact: A Reappraisal

Caste is considered the corner-
stone of Indian Hindu society.
Within this structure of hierarchi-
cal inequality, the untouchables
are at the lowest level, officially
referred to as “Depressed
Classes” until 1935. Gandhiji
bestowed upon them the name
“Harijan,” a term most untouch-
ables did not accept. Now, they
have chosen the name “Dalit” for
themselves, reflecting their
oppressed status. Currently, they
constitute approximately one-
sixth (16.20%) of India’s total
population and one-fifth
(20.13%) of the total Hindu
population. For centuries,
the untouchables have
been deprived of all
social, religious, eco-
nomic, and educational
rights in Hindu society, and
they largely continue to be so
today.

Dalits continue to suffer from
various forms of deprivation and
disabilities. They have a long his-
tory of struggle for equality in
Hindu society and politics. When
Shri E.S. Montagu, Secretary of
State for India, made the impor-
tant announcement in Parliament
in 1917 that “the ultimate aim of
the British Government is to
grant Dominion status to India,”
the Dalits held two meetings in
Bombay and presented their
demands to the Viceroy and the
Secretary of State for India, who
was visiting India. As a result,
the lower castes in various
provinces had the opportunity to
present their problems to the
touring commission that was car-
rying out the Indian constitution-
al reforms of 1919.

A long and complex series of
commissions, conferences, and
councils followed. The Montagu-
Chelmsford Report of 1918 was
followed by the Maddiman
Committee Report of 1924,
which discussed the very low
representation of the Depressed
Classes in the Councils and sug-
gested measures to increase it.
The Simon Commission (1928)
acknowledged that the Depressed
Classes should be given adequate
representation. Three Round
Table Conferences were held in
London from 1930 to 1932 in
which, along with other minori-
ties, Dalits were recognized for
their right to vote in the drafting
of India’s future Constitution.
This was a historic and decisive
event. Due to the effective repre-
sentation and forceful presenta-
tion of Dalits by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur R.
Srinivasan at these Round Table
Conferences, Dalits were granted
the independent political right of
separate electorates through the
“Prime  Minister’s  Award”
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announced by the British govern-
ment on August 17, 1932. This
award granted Dalits the right to
elect their own representatives
through separate elections for
reserved seats and the right to
cast two votes to elect upper
caste members in general caste
constituencies. Thus, for the first
time in  Indian  history,
Untouchables gained political
freedom, which could pave the
way for their emancipation.

On the basis of the recognition of
Dalits as minorities in the
Government of India Act,
1919 along with other
minorities—Muslims,
Sikhs, Anglo-Indians,
and some others—was
granted the right to vote.
Separate electorates grant-
ed the right to elect their own
representatives to the Provincial
Legislatures and the Central
Assembly, and the number of
seats for each was fixed.
Seventy-eight seats were
reserved for the untouchables as
special constituencies.

Upon the announcement of this
award, Gandhi, while in Yerwada
(Poona) jail on August 18, 1932,
announced a fast unto death from
September 20, 1932, to protest
the right to separate electorates
granted to Dalits. Gandhi
believed that this would alienate
the untouchables from Hindu
society, leading to the disintegra-
tion of Hindu society and
Hinduism. It is noteworthy that
he had not opposed the same
rights granted to Muslims, Sikhs,
and Anglo-Indians. Concerned
about this, Gandhi sent a letter to
the then British Prime Minister,
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, on
August 18, 1932, urging him to
abolish the right to separate elec-
torates for Dalits and implement
joint suffrage, thus preventing
the disintegration of Hindu socie-
ty. In response, the British Prime
Minister stated in his letter dated
September 8, 1932, “Under the
British Government’s plan, the
Dalits will remain part of Hindu
society and will vote equally in
Hindu elections. However, this
arrangement will remain in place
for the first 20 years. While
remaining part of Hindu society,
there will be a limited number of
special constituencies for them to
protect their rights and interests.
In the current situation, this has
become absolutely necessary.
Where there are special con-
stituencies, Dalits will not be
denied the right to vote in gener-
al Hindu constituencies. Thus,
Dalits will have the right to two
votes—one for their own mem-
ber in a special constituency and
the other for a general member of
Hindu society. We have deliber-

ately decided against what you
have called communal elections
for the untouchables. Dalit voters
will be able to vote for upper
caste candidates in general or
Hindu constituencies, and upper
caste Hindu voters will be able to
vote for a Dalit candidate in their
constituency. In this way, the
unity of Hindu society has been
preserved.” After giving some
other arguments, he urged
Gandhiji to give up his fast unto
death.

But Gandhi, in response, consid-
ered fasting unto death a sacred
duty, stating that merely granting
the Dalits the right to double vot-
ing would not prevent them and
Hindu society from fragmenting.
He further stated, “In my opin-
ion, providing separate elec-
torates for the Dalits is an injec-
tion of destruction into
Hinduism. This will not benefit
the Dalits in any way.” Gandhi
made similar arguments at the
Second and Third Round Table
Conferences, in response to
which Dr. Ambedkar, rejecting
Gandhi’s claim to be the sole rep-
resentative and well-wisher of
the Dalits, urged him not to
oppose their political rights. He
also stated that at present, the
Dalits were demanding only
independent political rights, not
the creation of a separate country
from Hindus. However, Gandhi’s
self-interest was to protect the
interests of upper caste Hindus
and keep the untouchables
enslaved within Hindu society.
This was why, defying all facts
and logic, he began a fast-unto-
death on September 20, 1932,
protesting the right of the
untouchables to separate elec-
torates. It was a dire situation. On
one side stood a large, powerful
Hindu community supporting
Gandhiji, and on the other, Dr.
Ambedkar and the Untouchable
community. Ultimately, under
immense pressure, fearing a pos-
sible massacre of  the
Untouchables, and to save
Gandhiji’s life, Dr. Ambedkar
and his associates were forced to
sacrifice the Dalits’ right to sepa-
rate electorates and enter into the
so-called Poona Pact with upper-
caste Hindus on September 24,
1932. Thus, due to Gandhiji’s
stubbornness, the untouchables
lost their right to political free-
dom.

Although the Poona Pact
increased the number of reserved
seats for Dalits in the “Prime
Minister’s Award” from 78 to
151, the joint electorate deprived
them of the right to elect their
own representatives, the adverse
consequences of which the Dalit
community continues to suffer to
this day. The provisions of the
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Poona Pact were incorporated
into the Government of India
Act, 1935, and the first elections
were held in 1937. Despite
Gandhiji’s assurances to Dalit
representatives that the Congress
would not interfere, the Congress
won 78 out of 151 seats.
Dismayed by this deception by
Gandhiji and the Congress,
Dalits were once again dependent
on upper caste votes. Disgusted
by this deception by Gandhiji and
the Congress, Dr. Ambedkar
declared, “The Poona Pact has
been a grave betrayal of the
Dalits.”

The Prime Minister’s Award,
allowing Untouchables to choose
their own representatives through
separate electorates, and the dual
vote, coupled with the depend-
ence of upper caste Hindus on
Dalits, could have secured the
independent political existence
of Dalits. However, the compul-
sion to enter into the Poona Pact
once again enslaved Dalits to
upper caste Hindus. Under this
system, the MPs and MLAs
elected on reserved seats are not
actually elected by Dalits, but by
various political parties and
upper castes, who have to live as
their slaves and bonded slaves.
All political parties maintain a
tight control over these represen-
tatives with a slave mentality and
do not allow them to raise or
speak on any Dalit issue that
deviates from the party line. This
is why the position of Dalit rep-
resentatives in the Lok Sabha and
Legislative Assemblies resem-
bles that of Bhishma Pitamah of
the Mahabharata, who, when
asked, “Why did you not speak
out when Draupadi was being
disrobed in the court of the
Kauravas?” replied, “I have eaten
the salt of the Kauravas.”
(Bhagwan Das)

Indeed, the Prime Minister’s
Award granted Dalits independ-
ent political rights, enabling
them to choose their own repre-
sentatives and become their
voice. Furthermore, due to the
right to double voting, even
upper caste Hindus in general
constituencies remained depend-
ent on them and did not dare to
offend Dalits. This could have
created a new equation in Hindu

society, paving the way for Dalit
liberation. However, Gandhiji,
by falsely claiming the disinte-
gration of Hindu society and
Hindu religion and by resorting
to the unethical tactic of fasting
unto death, violated the political
freedom of Dalits, thereby once
again becoming political slaves
of the upper castes. In fact,
Gandhiji’s move was largely
political, as evidenced by his
later statement to Sardar Patel:

“l am terrified of the conse-
quences of separate voting rights
for the Untouchables. Even with
separate electoral rights for other
classes, I will have the opportu-
nity to negotiate with them, but I
will have no means to negotiate
with the Untouchables. They do
not realize that separate elec-
torates will divide Hindus so
much that the result will be
bloodshed. Untouchable thugs
will join forces with Muslim
thugs and kill Hindus. Does the
British government have no idea
of this? I don’t think so.”
(Mahadev Desai, Diary, page
301, first volume). From this true
statement of Gandhiji, you can
guess the real purpose of
Gandhiji in  forcing  the
Untouchables to do the Poona
Pact.

Due to the Dalits’ dependence on
upper caste Hindus due to the
joint voting rights system, no
Dalit political party, even the
Republican Party founded by Dr.
Ambedkar, has been able to
flourish. This is why Dr.
Ambedkar himself faced two
electoral defeats, as the upper
caste vote is decisive in reserved
seats. This is why upper caste
parties win most of the reserved
seats. It was because of these
adverse effects of the Poona Pact
that Dr. Ambedkar had stated in
the Constitution that political
reservations should only last for
10 years. However, various polit-
ical parties have been continu-
ously extending this period by 10
years each year, not for the bene-
fit of Dalits, but for their own
selfish interests, as this allows
them to elect their favourite and
servile Dalit MPs and MLAs.

Upper caste Hindu political par-
ties purchase Dalit leaders, leav-
ing Dalit parties weakened and
disintegrating. This is why the
Bahujan Samaj Party, the so-
called party of Dalits in North
India, is also following Brahmins
and Baniyas and is forced to
accept slogans like “It’s not an
elephant, it’s Ganesha, Brahma,
Vishnu, and Mahesh.” Now, it
has transformed from Bahujan to
Sarvajan. Due to these circum-
stances, Dalits have suffered
greatly; they have become politi-
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cally enslaved to the upper
castes. Therefore, in this context,
it would be appropriate to review
the validity of the Poona Pact.
Should Dalits consider renewing
their demand for separate elec-
torates?

Although the terms of the Poona
Pact included the elimination of
untouchability, reservation in
government services, and budg-
etary provision for Dalit educa-
tion, even after 78 years of inde-
pendence, their implementation
remains pathetic. Dr. Ambedkar
expressed these concerns at a
large meeting of upper caste
Hindus in Bombay on September
25, 1932, convened to ratify the
Poona Pact, saying, “We have
only one concern: Will future
generations of Hindus abide by
this agreement?” To this, all
upper caste Hindus unanimously
replied, “Yes, we will.” Dr.
Ambedkar also said, “We see that
unfortunately the Hindu commu-
nity is not a cohesive group but a
federation of various sects. I
hope and trust that you will hold
this document sacred and act
with a respectful spirit.”
Shouldn’t upper caste Hindus
today do some introspection
about the honest implementation
of this agreement made by their
ancestors with the Dalits? If they
see it to their detriment in their
honest implementation, shouldn’t
they restore the political right of
separate electorates to the Dalits?

Now, since the restoration of sep-
arate voting rights is unlikely
under current circumstances,
Dalits must shift their politics
away from caste politics and
embrace issue-based politics.
Furthermore, instead of voting
solely on the basis of caste, they
should vote based on the person’s
work for the welfare of the Dalit
community. Dalits must also
break free from the cult of Hero
worship that Babasaheb so vehe-
mently warned against. Instead
of political isolation, Dalits
should join hands with democrat-
ic, secular, and progressive
forces. They must remember that
the liberation of Dalits is the lib-
eration of all.

R. Darapuri, National
President, All India
People’s Front
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The Fake Pakistan Football Team: A Failed Attempt to Enter Japan

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
In June 2025, a shock-
ing story emerged from
Japan’s airports.
Twenty-two men from
Pakistan arrived in
Japan, claiming to be a
football

However, they were

team.

not real football players
at all. This was a fake
team created by crimi-
nals to help people
enter Japan illegally.

The leader of this ille-
gal operation was a
man named Malik
Waqas from Sialkot,
Pakistan. He created a
fake football club
called “Golden
Football Trial.” This
club never existed, but
Wagas used it to trick
people who desperately
wanted to work in
Japan.

Wagas charged each
person between 4 mil-
lion and 4.5 million
Pakistani rupees. This

is a huge amount of

money — roughly
$14,000 to $16,000 US
dollars. For most

Pakistani families, this
represents years of sav-
ngs.

The criminals created
fake

make the 22 men look

documents to

like real football play-

ers. They managed to

get 15-day visas for
Japan by pretending
the group was a legiti-
mate sports team visit-
ing the country.

The plan seemed sim-
ple: enter Japan as
tourists on a sports visa,
then disappear into the
country to work illegal-
ly. Many human traf-
ficking operations use
similar tricks, creating
fake reasons for travel
to hide their real pur-
pose.

Why Japan?

People might wonder
why these men wanted
to go to Japan so badly,
especially when they
couldn’t speak
Japanese and would
face many difficulties
as illegal workers. The
answer lies in Japan’s
economic situation.
Japan has a serious
problem with an aging
population. This means

there are not enough

Special

young workers to fill
all the jobs.
experts say Japan could
face a 20%

shortage, which creates

Some

labour

many opportunities for
foreign workers.

Jobs in Japan pay much
more than similar work
in Pakistan. Even basic
jobs in construction,
manufacturing, or food
services can provide
wages that are many
times higher than what
these men could earn at
home. For families fac-
ing poverty, this wage
difference seems worth
any risk.

Japan also has estab-
lished Pakistani com-
munities that can help
new arrivals find work
and housing, making
the language barrier
seem less frightening.
The Plan Falls Apart
Unfortunately for the
22 men, Japanese
immigration officials

are very careful about

checking documents.
When the fake football
team arrived at the air-
port, authorities quick-
ly discovered that all
their papers were false.
The Japanese immigra-
tion system i1s known
for being thorough and
strict. Officials likely
became  suspicious
when they couldn’t
find records of the foot-
ball club or when the
men couldn’t answer
basic questions about
their supposed team.

All
immediately deported
back to Pakistan. Their

dreams of working in

22 men were

Japan ended before
they even left the air-
port.

The Aftermath

Back in Pakistan, the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) arrested
Malik  Wagas

began investigating the

and

human trafficking

operation. The 22 vic-

tims not only lost their
chance to work abroad
but also lost the enor-
of

money they had paid to

mous amounts
the criminals.
This case shows how
desperate some people
become when they
cannot find good work
in their home countries.
It also demonstrates
how criminals take
advantage of this des-
peration to make
money from people’s
hopes and dreams.
This story teaches us
several important les-
sons. First, it shows
how economic inequal-
ity between countries
can drive people to take
dangerous risks.
Second, it demon-
strates that human traf-
fickers prey on desper-
ate people by making
false promises.

Most 1mportantly, it
reminds us that there

are no easy shortcuts to
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immigration.  Legal
immigration processes
exist for good reasons,
and trying to bypass
them often leads to dis-
appointment, financial
loss, and legal trouble.
The fake football
team’s story ended in
failure, but it highlights
the real problems of
poverty and lack of
opportunities that drive
people to such desper-
Until

these underlying issues

ate measures.

are addressed, similar
schemes will likely
continue to target vul-
nerable people seeking
better lives.

References
1.https://organiser.org/
2025/09/18/316539/w
orld/fake-pakistan-
football-team-deport-
ed-from-japan-after-
immigration-officers-
uncovered-forged-doc-
uments/
2.https://alp.consult-
ing/why-is-there-a-
labor-shortage-in-

Japan/

Bal Ram Sampla

Geopolitics




www.samajweekly.com

Unrest in

THE ASIAN INDEPEND-
ENT UK
Ladakh, a mountainous region
in northern India, is currently
experiencing serious protests
that have turned violent. On
September 24, 2025, at least
four people died and dozens
were injured during demon-

strations in the main city of =

Leh. Protesters set fire to a

police vehicle and the local

BJP (ruling party) office,

showing just how angry peo- |

ple have become.

Why Are People Protesting?
The root of the problem goes
back to 2019 when the Indian
government made Ladakh a
Union Territory. This meant
that instead of having their
own elected local government,
Ladakh is now directly con-
trolled by the central govern-
ment in New Delhi, hundreds
of miles away.

The people of Ladakh want
three main things:

1. Statehood

They want to become a full
state with their own elected
government
2. Special
Protection
They want legal protections
for their tribal areas and cul-
ture

3. Job Quotas

They want reserved jobs for
local people

The region is home to both
Muslim and Buddhist commu-
nities who feel their voices are
not being heard by the distant
central government. Young
people especially are frustrat-
ed because they see few job
opportunities and feel discon-
nected from the political
process.

Sonam Wangchuk

Sonam Wangchuk is a well-
known climate activist and
educator from Ladakh. He
recently went on a 15-day
hunger strike to draw attention
to Ladakh’s demands.
However, when the protests
turned violent, he called for
peace and ended his hunger
strike.

The Indian government blames

Constitutional

Special

Wangchuk for stirring up the
protests with his statements.
They are investigating him for
possibly receiving foreign
money illegally, though this
appears to be related to his
educational work with interna-
tional organizations rather
than any proven connection to
causing unrest.

Are Outside Forces Involved?
There are allegations that for-
eign countries, particularly
Pakistan, might be supporting
the unrest. However,
Wangchuk did visit Pakistan
for an environmental confer-
ence in February 2025.

The investigation into
Wangchuk focuses on whether
he properly followed rules
about receiving foreign dona-
tions for his educational insti-
tute, not on whether he is
working with Pakistan to cre-
ate trouble.

The Bigger Picture

The unrest in Ladakh reflects
deeper issues about how India
governs its diverse regions.
When the government
removed Ladakh’s special sta-
tus in 2019, it promised devel-
opment and progress.
However, many locals feel

they lost their political voice
in the process.

Ladakh sits in a strategically
important location between
Pakistan and China, making it
sensitive for India’s national
security. The government
wants to maintain control, but
the people want a say in their
own governance.

The current violence shows
how frustration can build up
when people feel unheard.
While the government says the
situation is now under control,

the wunderlying 1issues that
caused the protests remain
unresolved.
Conclusion

The unrest in Ladakh is funda-
mentally about local people
wanting more control over
their own affairs. While there
are investigations into foreign
influence, the main cause
appears to be genuine local
grievances about governance,
jobs, and cultural protection.
The challenge now is finding a
peaceful way forward that
addresses people’s concerns
while maintaining India’s
security interests in this
important border region.
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How India is Beating Chinese Satellite Spying on Its Missiles
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1st Rail-Based Launcher Bolsters 2000 km Strategic Deterrence. (PHOTO: X/@rajnathsingh)

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
China has powerful satellites that
can spot military activities from
space. These satellites regularly pass
over India and take detailed pictures
of missile bases, weapon move-
ments, and military preparations. For
years, this gave China a big advan-
tage because they could see exactly
where India kept its missiles and
predict what India might do in a con-
flict.

When missiles stay in one place,
satellites can easily find them, track
them, and help enemy forces target
them. This

weapons

made India’s nuclear
vulnerable to being
destroyed before they could even be
used.
India’s Smart Solution: Missiles on
the Move
India has now solved this problem in
a clever way — by putting missiles on
trains. The recent successful test of
the Agni-Prime missile from a rail-
way launcher shows how this works.
Instead of keeping missiles in fixed
underground bunkers or stationary
launch pads, India can now move
them anywhere across the country’s
huge railway network. Indian trains

can travel over 68,000 kilometers of new location. This happens much

railway tracks, reaching almost
every corner of the nation.

Why Trains Beat Satellites

1. Constant Movement

Satellites follow predictable paths
around Earth. Even though they can
see everything, they can only look at
each spot for a short time before
moving on. By the time a Chinese
satellite comes back to check the
same area, the missile train could be
hundreds of kilometres away.

2. Hiding in Plain Sight

India has thousands of trains moving
every day. A missile train looks just
like any other freight train from
space. Chinese satellites would have
to track every single train in India to
find the ones carrying missiles — an
impossible task.

3.Tunnel Protection

Railway lines go through mountains,
tunnels, and covered areas where
satellites cannot see. Missile trains
can hide in these places and only
come out when ready to launch.

4. Quick Strikes

The train can stop anywhere along
the railway, set up the missile,

launch it, and then quickly move to a

faster than Chinese satellites can
track and respond.
The Bigger Picture
This
changes the entire game between

rail-mobile missile system
India and China. Previously, China
could count India’s missiles, know
where they were, and plan to destroy
them. Now, China has to assume that
missiles could appear anywhere,
anytime.

For India, this means better security
and stronger deterrence. Even if
China tries a surprise attack, they
cannot be sure they will destroy all
of India’s missiles because they do
not know where they all are.

A Growing Trend

India is not the first to use this strat-
egy. Russia has used rail-mobile
missiles for decades, and even North
Korea claims to have this capability.
But India’s version is particularly
effective because of the country’s
extensive and well-maintained rail-
way system.

By putting missiles on trains, India
has turned one of its greatest
strengths — its railway network —
defense tool.

into a powerful

Chinese satellites can still watch
India, but they can no longer give
China the complete picture it needs
to feel confident in a conflict.

This simple but brilliant solution
shows how countries can use cre-
ative thinking to overcome techno-
logical disadvantages and protect
their security in new ways.
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Punjabi Language Seminar held in celebration of Punjabi Listeners Club

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Punjabi Language Seminar held in cel-
ebration of Punjabi Listeners Club’s
30th anniversary held at Freer
Community Centre 242 Leicester
Road, Wigston, Leicestershire on
Sunday 14th September 2025 from
3.30-6.30 pm was well attended and
successful.

Punjabi Listeners Club was formed on
the 3rd anniversary of BBC Radio
Leicester’s Punjabi Programme on 9th
September 1995 and has been promot-
ing Punjabi Language and Sikh reli-
gion by holding Punjabi Writing
Competitions and Dastar Tying
Competitions and other events. Since
2016 the club has been celebrating
International Mother Language Day at
Gurdwara Shri Guru HarKrishan Sahib
Ji.

The programme started with Kirtan by
kaka Manyodh Singh and Bhai
Surinder Singh Ji. Bhai Sulakhan
Singh Dard BEM informed everyone
about the history of Punjabi Language
teaching in Leicester which started

et A I.'

more than 55 years ago.

Oadby Councillor Santokh Singh
Atwal, Kohinoor Radio manager
Shangara Singh Randhava, author of
16 books Jaswant Kaur Bains, Guru
Tegh Bahadur Gurdwara Library

T
Sewadars Kehar Singh and Kulwinder
Kaur, Kuldip Singh Bhamrah QAM,
Gur Kaur and Punjabi Film actor Dev
Diwana Ji and others all spoke from
the stage and read their poem/ geet or
said their views about improving
Punjabi Language.

Messages from Baljit Singh Brar
Editor Punjab Times {India and
Canada}, Tanmanjit Singh Dhesi MP
and Defence Committee, and Channi
Singh OBE Alaap Group were con-

veyed to Punjabi Maa Boli lovers pres-
ent at the seminar.

Chief guest at the seminar Riaz Ravat
Deputy Lieutenant who attended on
behalf of Mr. Mike Kapur OBE Lord
Lieutenant of Leicestershire read a let-

ter addressed to Co-Ordinator of

Punjabi  Listeners Club from
Buckingham Palace in which His
Majesty King Charles congratulated
the club on its 30th anniversary.

Leicestershire has population of more
than one million. The Chairman of
Leicestershire County Council Mr Paul
Harrison was another important guest
who was delighted to be invited to the
event and presented trophies along
with the Chief Guest to Indy Kaur,
Gurpreet Kaur, Jaswant Kaur Bains,

Riaz Ravat DL and Chairman of
Leicestershire County Council Paul
Harrison were presented with Framed
Laminated Photo of Harmandar Sahib.
The seminar was recorded by PTC
NEWS International and other tv chan-
nels and telecast few days later.

Jaspal Singh Bains author of many
Punjabi books and ex- editor of The
Sikh Times newspaper and BBC Radio
Leicester’s Punjabi Programme 1992-
2012 managed the stage brilliantly.
The Punjabi Language Seminar raised

Sl o
£225 for Punjab which was given to
Bhai Harjinder Singh, President of
Gurdwara Shri Guru HarKrishan Sahib
Ji.

Tarlochan Singh Virk, Co-Ordinator
Punjabi Listeners Club thanked Oadby
Gurdwara Sahib, Lieutenancy Office
of Leicestershire County Council, all
those who have supported the
Listeners Club since 1995 and every-
one who contributed towards donation
for Punjab.

r'r-

Councillor
Shangara Singh, Kehar Singh,
Kulwinder Kaur, Sulakhan Singh,
Jaspal Singh Bains, Jaspal Singh Kang
and Sukhjinder Singh Dhadday for
Service to Punjabi Language.

Santokh Singh Atwal,

Report

Tarlochan Singh Virk
Co-Ordinator, Punjabi Listeners
Club
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CHILDREN KIRTAN DARBAR IN LEICESTERSHIRE

CHILDREN KIRTAN DARBAR IN LEICESTERSHIRE RAISED £324 FOR PUNJAB

't

Leicester (ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK)- Children
Kirtan Darbar took place in at
Gurdwara Shri Guru
HarKrishan Sahib Ji, 48
Kenilworth Drive, Oadby,
Leicestershire on Saturday
20th September from 6.30 to
9.00 pm in Loving memory of
350th Shaheedi Diwas of Shri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji
which four Children Kirtan
Jathas participated. The event
raised £324 for Punjab floods.
Miri Piri Kirtani Jatha started
the programme 1in which
Manjodh Singh, Jaskirat Kaur
and Avjaad Singh recited kir-
tan. This was followed by
Sangat Khalsa Jatha consist-
ing of brothers Amitoj Singh
and Gurnoor Singh. Both
these jathas recite Kirtan at
the Gurdwara Sahib from time
to time. Newly formed Khalsa
Soorme Kavishri Jatha were
next on stage. Taaru Singh,
Gursewak Singh and Hukam
Singh were all about 7 years
of age and attend the Falcons
Sikh School on Gipsy Lane,
Leicester.

Mansukhpreet Kaur Khalsa
recited kirtan for about 25
minutes when other children
interested in Kirtan sat on the
stage. Mansukhpreet Kaur
Khalsa used to recite the
Nitnem Banis when Sikh TV
channels started and was only
3 years when she took part in
a Children In Need Kirtan
Darbar which raised more
than £600.

Trophies for each Jatha,
Certificate and Sikhi Bag con-
taining books on Sikhism and
pens for each child and a Sikh
book for parents of the
Children Kirtan Jathas were
presented by Kirtan teacher
Giani Harjinder Singh,
General Secretary of the
Gurdwara Gurjit Singh Samra
and  Gurdwara Sewadars
Kuldip Singh and Jarnail
Singh.

One of the organisers of the
event Tarlochan Singh Virk,
Co-Ordinator Punjabi
Listeners Club thanked the

Special
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Gurdwara Management, all
the Children Kirtan Jathas,
Amanpreet Singh Atwal, Dr
Sandip Singh, Sarabjit Singh,
Sukhdev Singh, Gurshaanjot
Singh and Giani Gobind Singh
Ji for all their assistance.

President of the Gurdwara
Sahib, Bhai Harjinder Singh
Rai managed the stage and
thanked all the Kirtan Jatha’s
parents for all their encour-
agement and support in teach-
ing their children Gurbani
Kirtan. He also said Children
Kirtan Darbars will be held
regularly and the £324 raised
will be given to Khalsa Aid
International representative.
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