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SHAM LAL CHANDER ID no. 821760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

FLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl- Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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THE ASIAN
INDEPENDENT UK
Much water has flown in
the Sindhu and the
Ganges ever since the
Pahalgam terror attack
and shelving of Indus
Water Treaty in April,
2025. The Operation
Sindoor mounted to
avenge the Pahalgam
barbarism was halted on
May 10 after achieving

the objectives of the Op.
Sindoor as claimed by the

GOI but vehemently
questioned by the
opposition. In  this
background, India-

Pakistan relations have
stooped to the lowest
rung. There is no hope of
any improvement in the
years to come given the
emerging geo-political
situation in South Asia
and the role and
involvement of China
and the USA, the two
major powers with their
stakes in the region. India
1s compelled to deal with
the challenging situation,
a difficult one, obviously.
EAM S. Jaishankar while
responding to the debate
on Operation Sindoor in
the parliament the other
day registered the new
policy to deal with cross
border terrorism
encouraged and initiated
by Pakistan. He termed it
New Normal or Modi
Normal policy to deal

10/08/2025

with the challenge —

e One, Terrorists will not
be treated as proxies.

e Two, Cross-border
terrorism will get an
appropriate response.

e Three, Terror and talks
are not possible together.
There will only be talks
on terror.

e Four, Not yielding to
nuclear blackmail.

® And finally, Terror and

good  neighbourliness
cannot coexist. Blood and
water  cannot  flow
together.

These five point policy,
prima facie, seems a good
deterrence  to  meet
Pakistan’s nefarious
designs to trouble India,
But the question is as to
how would we proceed to
implement it on ground
as proof of pudding lies
in its eating. Let us
examine these points —

LlRamesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career

Diplomat.

Terrorists will not be
treated as proxies — It
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will hold
the
and

means we
responsible
government
authorities including
armed  forces  and
intelligence
paraphernalia of Pakistan
for terror attack
supported and afflicted
from across the border. It
sounds good. But how do
we propose to deal with
home grown terrorists
who are trained,
supported and unleashed
by their mentors and
masters sitting across the
border? It is easier said
than done. It is clear from
the Op. Sandoor when we
decided to hit the proxies
and not their mentors and
masters in Pakistan.
Cross-border terrorism
will get an appropriate
response — Yes, it should
be responded with an
exemplary intent to teach
them a lesson and not as
‘controlled, restricted,
measured, proportionate,
restrained, one as was
done in the Op. Sandoor.
Otherwise, Pakistan will
not be deterred from
inflicting the low-cost
war on us.

Terror and talks are not

possible  together —
Obviously, any
meaningful talks and

dialogue can happen only

INDIA'S NEW
NORMAL
SWIFT ACTION
ONTERROR

in a conducive
atmosphere. But there is
no point in closing the
doors and windows of
diplomacy. Of course, we
reserve the discretion of
picking the subjects and
1ssues of concern and
interest to us like POK,

Terror, Regional
Cooperation, and
Confidence  Building

Measures among others.
Not yielding to nuclear
blackmail — In the
changing international
scenario, these weapons
of mass destruction are
increasingly becoming
symbols of deterrence
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The New Normal or Modi Normal - Policy to Deal with Terrorism

and, I think, rightly so.
Pakistan or anybody else
should be mindful of the
fact that India is also a
nuclear power. PM Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s
assertion in this regard is
relevant — ¢ If Pakistan
dares to resort to nuclear
option, it would not see
the light of the next day’
It should be clearly made
known that we have
‘credible deterrent’ to
safeguard our security
and sovereignty.

Blood and water cannot
flow together — This is
with regard to the Indus

Water  Treaty  with
Pakistan which was
signed in all good faith of
friendship and good
neighbourliness. ~ The

changed ground situation
has diminished the very
rationale of the IWT and
as such our national
interests do not require
these arrangements. Itis a
good decision to hold the
IWT in abeyance and
eventually terminate it.
GOI  should gather
political will to
implement the decision
as there would be
considerable  pressure

from the friends of
Pakistan who tend to
support Pakistan and
hyphenate it with India
on account of their own
strategic interests.

All said and done, the
crux of the matter is that
the time has come,
perhaps, India should
come out of the; Goody-
Goody’ phase and assert
itself for its due space in
the world order starting
with our region — South
Asia. The first requisite
for this is to stand united
internally on the PM
Narendra Modi’s dictum
of ‘Sab Ka Sath, Sab Ka
Vikas, Sab Ka Vishwas’.
If we can translate this
slogan into  ground
reality, India would
become a power to
reckon with. The sooner
the better.

Rulata Hai Tera Nazara
Ae Hinduston! Mujh Ko
Ke Ibrat Khaiz Hai Tera
Fasana Sub Fasanon
Mein

(Your spectacle makes
me shed tears, O India!
Your tales are admonitory
among all the tales)
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Foundation of His Sacred Majesty (FHSM) Health Project: Eye Screening Camp
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THE ASIAN INDE- Foundation for District Tamilnadu. A ducted by FHSM in 14 such camps. passionate volunteers,
PENDENT UK Medical and Research  total of 211 individuals Tamil Nadu as part of We extend our heart- kind  well-wishers,
Foundation of His 6 August 2025 | Tamil were screened, of our ongoing health felt thanks my to our and our committed

Sacred Majesty Nadu whom 57 received initiative for the generous donors for staff team who make
(FHSM) Health On August 6, 2025, reading glasses and 18 financial year their continued trust this work possible.
Project: Eye Screening FHSM conducted an were provided with 2025-2026. Our goal and support. We are With loving-kindness,
Camp eye screening camp at prescription spectacles. is to reach at least also deeply grateful to Foundation of His
Vertical Entity: mudhukulathur This marks the 1st eye 3,000 underserved the dedicated medical Sacred Majesty

Mahakaruna Ramanathapuram screening camp con- individuals through professionals, com-
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THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
The UK residents of his-
toric village Madokke, in
Moga  converged to
Leicestershire last week to
celebrate the visits of Sri
Guru HarGobind Sahib Ji to
their Village In 1631. Sri
Akhand Pathh Sahib Ji
began on Thursday 31st
July at Gurdwara Sri Guru
HarKrishan Sahib Ji, 48
Kenilworth Drive, Oadby,
Leicestershire with Bhog on
Saturday 2 August 2025.
During the three days
countless members of Sadh
Sangat Ji did sewa of listen-
ing to Gurbani, preparing
and serving Guru Ka
Langar, Serving Deg, Chaur
Sahib Ji di sewa. Priest of
the Gurdwara Sahib Giani
Daljit Singh Ji did Sarbat
day Bhalay di Ardas. On
behalf of the Gurdwara
Sahib A Garland of Honour
{ Saropa } was presented to
Gavandeep Kaur, resident
of Madokke village and
prayers were also said for

the Charddi Kla of
Maddoke village and
Gavandeep Kaur Ji.

10/08/2025

HarGobind Sahib Ji arrived
at the site of Gurdwara
Gurusar Sahib, Maddoke,
Moga, Punjab, India. On
Sri. Guru  HarGobind
Sahib’s first visit, Guru Ji
met Mata Bhago Ji and
someother Sikhs. At the

time a thief was stealing
buffaloes from the village
Malvani and keeping them
at village Maddoke under

disguise. Guru HarGobind
Sahib Ji asked for the buf-
faloes to be washed and to
everyone’s surprise their
colour changed from black
to brown. From here Guru
HarGobind Sahib Ji trav-
elled via Meharo, Moga
Ghal Kalan to Daroli Bai
Ki.

Guru HarGobind Sahib Ji’s
2nd visit was after the battle
of Mehraj where the Sikhs

Gurdwara Sahib’s Kirtan
Jatha Gursewak Singh Ji
and Diljit Singh Ji recited
Kirtan and famous Dhadi
Jatha of Bhai Rasaal Singh
Ji Dhadi Jatha sang Ballads
for an hour and informed
the Sadh Sangat ji about
Guru HarGobind Sahib Ji’s
visits to Maddoke village.
Rasaal Singh Ji also made
the congregation aware of
Sikh history which was as
usual very much appreciat-
ed by everyone.

In 1631, Sri  Guru

crushed the Mughal aggres-
sors in a defensive battle.
Guru HarGobind Sahib Ji
travelled via  Kangar
Takhatupura Chatkar,

Lopon and Daudhar to |

Maddoke. Guru Ji had
come to meet Madho Dass,
a religious man, and then
crossing the Satluj river,
went to Kartarpur. There is
a tree in the Gurdwara com-
plex that was dry. Guru
HarGobind Sahib Ji gave
the tree water and made it
green again. There are two

Special
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Gurdwaras here, a Manji
Sahib where Guru Ji would
rest and Darbar Sahib
where Guru Ji would hold
diwans and meet the sangat.

One of the Maddoke
Village Dharmic Jorr Mela
organisers Kamaljit Kaur
Dhaliwal from Leicester
said ““ I am very proud to be
from the village where 6th
Sikh Guru Ji, Sri Guru
HarGobind Sahib Ji , Miri

Piri dey Malak who had vis-
ited our village 2 times {
16th 17th 18thmonth of

Sawan} and 31 July 1st and
2nd August in 1631 and in
memory of their visit all off
our friends and family from
the same and surrounding

villages celebrate these
days. This year it is the 99th
Jorr Mela. And since July
2024 we started to celebrate
it hereat Gurdwara Sri Guru

HarKrishan  Sahib  Ji,
Oadby, Leicestershire.
With the blessings

Mabharaj Ji Kirpa, we will
carry once Guru Ji’s histori-
cal visit to Maddokke
Pind.”

Sukhwinder Kaur Grewal Ji
from London commented”
First of all our heartfelt grat-
itude to Guru HarGobind

Sahib Ji who shown mercy
on all of us Maddoke Sadh
Sangat Ji, that we get an
opportunity to celebrate
these days which are very

of
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close to our hearts. We feel
so blessed to share some
memorable time together. 1
feel very thankful to every-
one

’s presence which has made
this celebration extra spe-
cia. And a very special

thanks to my dear sister
Kamal, who always makes
this possible by her hard

work and efforts. Best
wishes from myself and my

family.

Another attendee from
Madokke Pind  Sukhi
{Sran}  Kooner from

London said “The Akhand
Pathh Sahib was organised
well for not only to take
time out to pray but for con-
necting with our roots and

our village. It was nice to
meet everyone from the
Pind after a very long time.
It took me back to my child-
hood. “

Baljeet Kaur Sandhu from
Birmingham was pleased to
attend the celebrations and

i '“”uum-
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pointed out” I want to say a
big thank you to Kamal
Bhen for organising Pathh,
her friends and Leicester
Sadh Sangat who always
help, support and welcome
us.”

The organisers of the cele-
brations from Maddoke
Pind would lile to thank Sri
Guru Granth Sahib, gurd-
wara Management
Committee, Giani Sahibaan
and Leicester Sadh Sangat
Ji would did Sewa with tan,
man and dhan .

President of the Gurdwara
Sahib congratulated all the
Maddoke and surrounding
Pinds for celebrating the
historical visits of Guru
HarGobind Sahib Ji to
Maddoke Pind and thanked
all the volunteers during the
Sri Akhand Pathh Sahib.
The stage was managed by
Gurjit Singh Samra who
said it was great to see the
whole village getting
together and organising the
celebration together and

staying in contact with their
religion and roots.

Report by:- Tarlochan
Singh Virk

Punjabi

Listeners Club
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(Quit India Movement in Lohia’s perception

(Asian independent) The Quit
India Movement followed Dr. Ram
ManoharLohia even in the years
after independence. After playing an
underground role in the Quit India
Movement for 21 months, Lohia was
arrested in Bombay on 10 May
1944. He was imprisoned first in
Lahore Fort and then in Agra. After
being imprisoned for two years,
Lohia was released in June 1946.
Meanwhile, his father passes away,
but Lohia did not accept coming out
of jail on parole to perform his last-
rites.

Lohia writes on the 25th anniver-
sary of the Quit India Movement,
“Oth of August was and will always
remain a people’s event. But, as yet,
15th August is celebrated with a lot
of fanfare, for on that day the British
Viceroy Lord Mountbatten shook
hands with the Indian Prime
Minister, and gave damaged inde-
pendence to a damaged country. 9th
August expressed the will of the
people — we want to be free and we
shall be free. For the first time after
a long period in our history, crores
of people expressed their desire to
be free. In some places it was done
in great strength.”

Lohia, while quoting Russian revo-
lutionary thinker Leon Trotsky, stat-
ed that in Russia’s revolution one
percent of the population took part,
while in India’s August Revolution,
20 percent of the country’s people
took part. Obviously, Lohia sees the
Quit India Movement directly from
the perspective of the role and will
of the Indian people, i.e. their out-
right opposition to imperialist
chains. In this movement, the people
themselves were their leaders.
Lohia’s active role in the Quit India
Movement and his views about the
same can be read from this perspec-
tive. Including the long letter, which
he wrote to the Viceroy of India,
Lord Linlithgow, from the jail on 2
March 1946.

The letter brings out the brutal and
conspiratorial character of British
imperialism. The Viceroy had
accused the Congress leaders of
planning an armed uprising during
the Quit India Movement. He also
blamed that the people who took
part in the movement were indulged
in violent activities. In the letter,
Lohia, refuting the Viceroy’s allega-
tions, put forward the horrific atroc-
ities of British rule on the unarmed
people. He said that many
JallianwalaBagh happened in the
country while suppressing the move-
ment, but the people of India, show-

ing d1V1ne courage, fought non-vio-
lently for their freedom. Lohia also
rubbished the Viceroy’s statement in
which he said that less than a thou-
sand people were killed in the

Movement. Lohia writes, “If we had
planned an armed insurrection and
our crowds were asked to resort to
violence, believe me Linlithgow,
Gandhiji would today have been
securing a reprieve for you from the
free people and their government.”
Lohia emphatically emphasises,
“The history of the unarmed com-
mon man begins from the Indian
Revolution of 9 August.”

When Soviet Russia joined the
Second World War, the Marxist lead-
ership of India decided to oppose the
Movement and support the British.
Not only did it become the cause of
bitter confrontation between the
Congress Socialists and the
Marxists, due to that decision the
Marxist activists were confused
about the definition and criteria of
patriotism and sedition. In the last
months of his underground life,
Lohia wrote his long essay
‘Economics after Marx’. Lohia’s
biographer IndumatiKelkar writes,
“In spite of instability of under-
ground life, continuous police pur-
suit, worry about the fate of the
movement, lack of relevant litera-
ture, that thesis of Lohia has been

considered a major contribution to
the world on economics and to the
views of Socialist movement. In his
thesis he has interpreted Marxian
economics in an original and novel
way.”

In this essay, Lohia does not get
involved in any kind of polemics.
Neither with the communists, nor
with other organizations and leaders
who opposed the movement and
sided with the British. However, he
decided to take a new look at
Marxism. This process of his
thoughts continued further. His
famous speech of Pachmarhi in 1952
could be a culmination of that
thought process. Lohia writes, “In
1942-43 when the movement against
the British was on, the socialists
were either in jail or were being pur-
sued by the police. That was also the
time when communists, following
their foreign masters, had given the
slogan of ‘People’s War’. I was total-
ly confused by the spectacle of
Marxism in all its contradictions.
Then I decided that I would discover
the essential truth of Marxism and
purge it from falsehood. Economics,
politics, history and philosophy have
been the four main facets of
Marxism and I deemed it necessary
to analyse all these. But as I was in
the midst of analyzing its Economics
I was arrested.”

This essay by Lohia can also be read
from the point of view of the ordi-
nary people of India struggling with
imperialist oppression. In Lohia’s
perception, the Quit India Movement
was to give birth to a government of
the free people of India based on a
sustained anti-imperialist spirit.
Viewed from a distance of twenty-
five years, Lohia, however, pointed
to the weakness of that movement as
well — the lack of consistent persist-
ence. He writes, “But the will was
short-lived, though strong. It didn’t
have a lasting intensity. The day our
nation acquires a tenacious will, we
will be able to face the world.” He
further elaborates the point,
“Anyhow, this is the 25th anniver-
sary of 9th August 1942. It should be
celebrated well. Its 50th anniversary
perhaps will be celebrated in such a
way that 15th August will be forgot-
ten, and even 26th January will be
put into a shade, or will only equal it.
26th January and 9th August are
events of the same class. One
expressed the will to freedom and the
other the will to fight for it.”

Lohia, as a leader and thinker, strug-
gled all his life for a government of
the free people in independent India.
But neither during his lifetime nor
after his death, 9th August got the
status of a national day. Lohia did
not live to see the 50th anniversary
of the Movement. The 50th anniver-
sary fell in 1992. This is the year
when the doors of the country were
opened to the loot of multinational
companies while imposing New
Economic Policies, and a five-hun-
dred-year-old mosque was demol-
ished by conducting ‘Ram
MandirAndolan’. Since then, the
nexus of neo-liberalism and commu-
nal fascism has made India’s ruling-
class a staunch enemy of the people
who paved the way for independence
through the Quit India Movement
while facing brutal imperialist
repression.

(The author associated with the
socialist movement is a former
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The Global Chess Game: Trump’s Economic War on India

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
President Trump has imposed a massive
50% tariff on India. It is an economic mis-
sile.

This appears to be about trade disputes
and India buying oil from Russia. But the
real story is much more complex , it's
about a global chess game where
America is fighting to remain the world’s
€conomic superpower.

Trump’s official reasons for punishing
India seem straightforward.

1. He wants to punish India for buying oil
from Russia during the Ukraine war.

2. He wants India to sign a trade deal that
would give American farmers access to
Indian markets.

3. He is concerned about India’s mem-
bership in BRICS, a group of countries
that might challenge the US dollar’s dom-
inance in global trade. BRICS has 40% of
the world’s GDP.

These reasons only tell part of the story.
The timing of Trump’s actions suggest
something much bigger is happening
behind the scenes.

The Hidden Strategy

The real reason for Trump’s economic
warfare against India lies buried in the
battlefields of Ukraine. Ukraine possess-
es some of the world’s most valuable
mineral deposits — uranium, lithium, and
rare earth metals that are essential for
making advanced weapons, computer
chips, and green energy technology. The
United States has already signed a deal
to extract these minerals, but there’s one
major problem: the war with Russia
makes it impossible to dig them up.

This is where India becomes crucial to
America’s strategy. India is one of
Russia’s biggest customers, buying mil-
lions of barrels of Russian oil every
month. This oil money helps Russia con-
tinue fighting the war in Ukraine. By pun-
ishing India economically, Trump hopes
to force India to either stop buying
Russian oil or pressure Russia to end the
war.

The Chess Master’s Plan

Trump’s strategy works like a chess
game with multiple moves:

Move 1. Hurt India’s economy with heavy
tariffs

Move 2. Force India to choose between
its economy and its friendship with Russia
Move 3. India either stops buying
Russian oil (weakening Russia) or pres-
sures Putin to make peace

Move 4. If the war ends, America can

finally access Ukraine’s valuable minerals
This explains why Trump is being so
harsh with India, even though India is
supposed to be America’s partner. India is
not the real target — Russia is. But since
America cannot directly force Russia to
stop the war, it is using India as a pres-
sure point.

The Bigger Picture

This conflict reveals how global politics
really works in the 21st century. Countries
don’t just fight with armies anymore —
they use economics as weapons. Trump
understands that whoever controls the
world’s most important resources will be
the dominant superpower for decades to
come.

Ukraine’s minerals are not just valuable —
they are strategic. The country that con-
trols these resources will have a major
advantage in making the technology of
the future. China has been dominating
this market for years, and America des-
perately wants to catch up.

India’s Dilemma

India finds itself caught in the middle of
this global power struggle. On one side,
America is threatening economic punish-
ment. On the other side, Russia offers
cheap energy that India’s growing econo-
my desperately needs. India’s Prime
Minister Modi must choose between his
country’s immediate economic needs
and maintaining good relations with the

world’s most powerful country.

The Indian media has begun criticizing
Modi for not standing up to American
pressure. They understand that this is not
really about trade — it's about whether
India can make independent decisions or
must always follow America’s wishes.
Conclusion

Trump’s 50% tariff on India is not really
about trade, oil, or even BRICS. It's about
America’s determination to remain the
world’s dominant superpower by control-
ling the resources needed for future tech-
nology. By using India as a pressure point
against Russia, Trump hopes to end the
Ukraine war and unlock the mineral
wealth that lies beneath Ukrainian soil.
This global chess game shows how mod-
ern warfare is fought with economics
rather than bullets. The US wants to con-
trol the resources and supply chains that
power the modern world. For India, the
challenge is finding a way to protect its
own interests.

Trump wants to force India to open its
agricultural and dairy markets, which
would devastate millions of Indian farm-
ers and create dependency on US agri-
cultural exports. It's economic coloniza-
tion — making India dependent on
American food production while destroy-
ing its own agricultural self-sufficiency.
Let’s look at timescale:

On August 6, 2025, Trump announced an

additional 25% tariff that is set to go into
effect in 21 days.

On 27th August, extra 25% imposed.
Total 50% tariff.

But on the 25th August 2025, US trade
delegation arrives to finalise the deal.
The timing suggests this is very calculat-
ed diplomatic pressure — negotiate while
the tariff sword is hanging over the talks.
Trump isn’t offering India easy alterna-
tives. It's not really about trade or BRICS
—it's about using India’s economic pain to
unlock Ukraine’s mineral treasure chest
that’'s currently trapped behind the war.
Masterful geopoalitics, if not ruthless.

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics
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Dear Indians, your “Pain” isn’t incidental. It’s White House

(Asian independent)
The White House in
Washington, DC, rarely
shakes, even when
chaos surrounds it.
Behind thick glass and
a red carpet, men and
women sit insulated
from the outside noise,
adjusting their ties,
inviting world leaders
while hurling insults.
They flip  through
agreements, twisting
their words every sec-
ond for personal gain,
discussing bills they
likely haven’t read, and
speaking in legal jar-
gon, while the rest of us
count our last coins for
bread and struggle to
feed our families.

The same building,
calm outside but rotten
inside, is where our real
struggles start. Peeling

back every  crisis
reveals our fight
against poverty.

Corruption, over-taxa-
tion, tariffs, or injus-
tice—these issues often
trace back to something
that was passed,
ignored, or distorted in
that House.

Over time, the Trump
tariffs will not only
negatively impact the
global economy but
will also adversely
affect the American
economy. They are
excessively expansive
and pertain to our three
largest trading partners.
The leading ones are
adjacent and contra-
vene the free trade
agreement that was
insisted upon by Trump
during his initial term.
Tariffs contribute to
inflation, exacerbating
the very economic con-
ditions that frustrated
the electorate to the
extent that they sup-
ported the controversial
figure initially.

Still, we remain
focused on the presi-
dency. We get side-
tracked by whoever is
in the State House, hop-
ing for miracles or
preparing for disaster.
The White House and

legislative body work
quietly, crafting the
script that the rest of
the government fol-
lows. The White House
is clearly our weakest
link.

Lacking moral courage,
integrity, relevance,
and vision. The heart of
this global problem lies
in the White House
today. Honestly, I can’t
recall the last time it
showed any strength.
It’s consistently a place
for power and personal
benefit for Trump and
his associates.

The world leaders’ agi-
tation didn’t come from
nowhere. It started with
a straightforward move:
world leaders attempted
to address Trump’s
unpredictable tariff
decisions. They have
concluded that the US
is no longer a reliable
or profitable trading
partner.

They’ve created trading
networks that leave out
the United States.
China sells less than
15% of its products to
the U.S., and they’re
discovering many other
markets eager to pur-
chase from them.
Canada has found new
buyers for most of the
products it used to sell
to the US. They can’t

sell  their produced
electricity anywhere
else, so they’re still

selling it to the US, but
at a higher price.

While US President
Donald Trump’s impose
a 25 percent tariff on
Indian goods from
August 1 and imposing
a penalty on oil pur-
chases from Russia is
not a sudden move, but
part of a strategy under
which the US wants to
incite internal conflict
among developing
countries and turn them
against its own policies.
China has already
understood that
America’s real game is
not India vs. China, but
India vs. India, that is,
to keep India itself
entangled in its own

Special

White House in Washington, DC

socio-economic short-
comings and policy
illusions. China
understands that
America defeats a
country not in war, but
through social and
economic  tensions.
This is the reason why
it has been emphasiz-
ing on controlling the

domestic market,
maintaining  policy
clarity and making

technology a tool for
self-reliance.

On the other hand,
India’s policies
change repeatedly, the
center and the states
move in different
directions and private
lobbies influence poli-
cymaking. In such a
situation, the US tariff
is an external thing,
the real battle is to
destabilize India from
within and weaken its
policy-independence.
India can only counter
Trump’s tariff if Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi learns from
China instead of hug-
ging Trump.

Trump had announced
a 145 percent tariff on
China after starting a
trade war after becom-
ing president for the
second time, but
China’s ban on rare
earth exports shook
him, because Trump
was not prepared for a

long-term conflict.
After this, the US
started talks with

China and agreed to
stop the trade sanc-
tions. After that,
Trump did not make
any threats against
China. This tendency
of the Americans to

convert sanctions into
trade deals is breaking
the long-standing
strategic stability.
After  the Carter
administration, it was
a clear policy that
technological controls
related to national
security would not be
part of any trade
agreement, but Trump
is openly using them
for bargaining. This
not only weakens
America’s role in the
world order, but in the
future, other countries
may also stop taking
these controls serious-
ly. Not only China, but
also Brazil and South
Africa did not care
about Trump’s threats.
Despite the imposition
of the highest tariffs,
they were not ready to
bow to his conditions.
In this world order,
those countries that
remain firm on their
thinking will succeed.
India will have to
make it clear to
America that it will
never make a trade
agreement with it at
the expense of its
farmers and small
manufacturers. Modi’s
corporate love may
weaken India’s stand,
but the need of the
hour is that if national
interests are to be pro-
tected, then a stand
like China’s against
Trump has to be taken.
While the rest of the
world is finding out
they can get along
quite well without
dealing  with  the
United States.

But Trump still acts
like a demigod. He

believes that every
leader and the country
exist for him, not the
other way around.
Instead of listening,
he is ignoring every-
one.

That betrayal caused
the world to suffer
wounds. In numerous
countries and US
states, they took to the
streets. Because how
else can individuals
communicate with
leaders who have
vowed to never listen?
My fellow Indians,
your suffering is not a
happenstance, it’s the
White House. Because
Trump act like
demigods. He believes
he’ll here for them,
not the reverse.

Due to him, this insti-
tution writes the laws
that impact your body,

your wallet, your
access to healthcare,
housing, jobs, and

much more. This lead-
ership body is not a
sideshow. He need to
consistently be over-
looked the needs and
future of not only
Indian indeed other
nations as will.

Let’s get serious. The
Trump tariff process is

intentionally costly,
complicated, and
bureaucratic.

People and world

leaders must unite to
challenge a system
designed to safeguard
every nation today.
Absolutely! The White
House won’t fix itself.
If we can break the
Big Man’s monopoly,
we can dismantle the
myth of the untouch-
able Trump and his
associates. It begins
now.

It begins with realiz-
ing that shouting
“Trump must go”
while keeping the
White House
Assembly unchanged
is insufficient. It’s like
bailing water from a
sinking boat without
repairing the leak.

The Executive lacks
power independently.
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The White House
grants legitimacy,
fuels excesses, and

does not provide over-
sight. The presidency
is merely another
office without a cap-
tured White House.
Let’s envision the
White House as a
means of healing. A
space that 1is once
more for the people. A
White House for the
people 1is essential.
More than just a name,
it serves a purpose too.
Ignoring Trump and
the  White  House
means nothing will
change. Not the tariff.
It’s not the heartbreak
of seeing our countries
crumble as we shout
into emptiness.

People worldwide are
protesting everywhere.
They tried to call.
They tried to cry. Let’s
begin the legislation
process. Let’s build
strength, not merely
resistance. More
young talent is needed
in the White House.
When a new tariff bill
comes up, we need
someone in that cham-
ber who remembers
the names of those
suffering due to dicta-
tors, tyrants, and bul-
lies. These leaders
lack competence, are
self-absorbed, act in
their own interest, and
are dishonest.

Surjit Singh Flora is a
freelance writer and
journalist who lives in
Brampton, Canada. He
is the author of the
book “The Challenge
and The Opportunity.”

Surjit Singh Flora
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Sandra Gonzalez Sanabria: An Inspiring
Lite from Colombia’s Amazonian Valley

(Asian independent) Sixty-six years ago,
on September 30, 1956, a meeting of the
executive committee of the Scheduled
Castes Federation (SCF) was held at the
residence of Dr B.R. Ambedkar in New
Delhi. Dr Ambedkar presided over the
meeting in which a resolution was passed to
convert the federation into a new political
party — the Republican Party of India (RPI).
After Dr Ambedkar’s death, leaders of the
RPI officially formed the party on October
3,1957.

However, after the adoption of the constitu-
tion of India in 1950, a political party such
as the SCF — which had caste connotations
in its name — was seen as incompatible. In
his last days, he wanted to expand his polit-
ical horizons and therefore established the
RPIL. Eleanor Zelliot in her book,
Ambedkar’s World — The Making of
Babasaheb and the Dalit Movement,
explains that “the thought behind the new
party was much like the expectation which
accompanied the conversion — that the
Untouchables would be brought into a larg-
er group”.

Keeping in mind the requirements of parlia-
mentary democracy, Dr Ambedkar endeav-
oured to lay the ground for the RPI to play
the role of a strong political opposition
against Congress.To achieve this, he was
also making efforts to form a larger alliance
with socialist, rationalist leaders across the
country like Ram Manohar Lohia, PK.
Atre, Madhu Limaye, etc.

But the RPI could not become a major polit-
ical party as Dr Ambedkar had envisaged.
According to Sukhdeo Thorat, the leaders
who took over the RPI could not follow the
ideological path laid down by Babasaheb.
Instead, they engaged in the fruitless dis-
course of finding various alternative ideo-
logical solutions. The Dalit Panthers is an
example from the 1970s. Their manifesto
gave rise to the popular debate of “Marxism
versus Buddhism’. Dr Ambedkar’s ideas of
socialist democracy and the principles of
morality given by Buddha were completely
left out of the discourse.

Giving importance to their own political
careers over ideology, the RPI’s leaders
divided the party into more than 40 different
fractions. Over time, Brahmanical parties
have also contributed to the weakening of
the Ambedkarite political movement. They
have aided in the RPI’s disintegration, pit-
ting the factions against each other and
pampering some of them for their own ben-
efit.

This was followed by the rise of ‘Bahujan’

politics led by the leaders of the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP). According to the BSP’s
ideology, the term Bahujan included 85%
of India’s population — Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes
(OBC) and minorities. Everyone except
Brahmins and forward castes. Based on this
calculation, the BSP and its leaders tried to
instill a Bahujan consciousness in the mass-
es and succeeded in forming the govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh a few times.

“Charatha Bhikkhave Chaarika, Bahujan
Hitaya Bahujan Sukhaya,” is a verse from
the Vinaya Pitaka.In Pali, bahujano bahu +
jano means most people, the multitude, the
world, mass of people, or crowd. Buddha
used the word in its simple numerical sense.

It has no philosophical or ethnic connota-

tions.

Ramesh Jiwane, a writer and an
Ambedkarite activist from Yavatmal,
strongly criticises Bahujan politics.
Explaining the contradiction between the

two ideologies, he points out that while
Prashant Bhaware,
Sunny Uke

Bahujan ideology is the politics of assimila-
tion of castes, Ambedkarite ideology stands
for the annihilation of caste to establish
equality.Bahujan politics over the years
have done great harm to the Ambedkarite
movement with respect to the Hinduisation
of the masses. It mellowed Dr Ambedkar’s

efforts
Buddhism by throwing away the shackles

revolutionary of embracing
of caste.Bahujan politics urged the masses
to stay within the confines of their caste and
assert their caste identity only for politics.
The biggest failure of the BSP’s Bahujan
politics is the emphasis on adding more
caste groups to build numerical strength for
political gain without any effort to educate
the downtrodden masses to build social
consciousness towards equality. The recent
downfall of the BSP in the Uttar Pradesh
state elections is a manifestation of the fail-
ure of Bahujan politics.

The Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi (VBA), a
regional party in Maharashtra led by
Prakash Ambedkar, is also trying to repli-

cate the same Bahujan formula in the state.
The VBA is trying to woo various caste
groups by supporting their individual polit-
ical demands. For instance, it has supported
the demand for reservation made by the
Dhangars under the Scheduled Tribe cate-
gory and for Marathas as OBCs.

From all of this, it seems like the
Ambedkarite political movement has lost
its path. Politics in the name of Bahujan,
Mulnivasi, Vanchit, etc., has been compro-
mised from the start as they haven’t held on
to the foundation of the ideology on which
the Ambedkarite movement started. The
Ambedkarite political movement must con-
front capitalism and Brahmanism and must
provide solutions through socialist demo-
cratic means. It must strive to uproot the
existing social inequalities.

In the Blueprint of RPI, Dr Ambedkar list-
ed seven conditions necessary for the suc-
cessful working of democracy, one of
which is developing a public conscience.
According to him, “Public conscience
means conscience which becomes agitated
at every wrong, no matter who is the suffer-
er and it means that everybody, whether he
suffers that particular wrong or not, is pre-
pared to join him in order to get him
relieved.”

The other conditions are requirements like:
there must be no glaring inequalities in soci-
ety, the existence of an opposition, equality
i law and administration, observance of
constitutional morality, no tyranny of the
majority over the minority, and the func-
tioning of moral order in society.

After 75 years of independence, socio-eco-
nomic inequalities are at their peak, caste
crimes are rising, and an ineffective opposi-
tion like Congress is at the centre with no
ideological foundation. It is high time that
the followers of Dr Ambedkar work
towards the revival of Republican politics.
Political thinkers and leaders must throw
away the burden of caste-bound political
experiments and bring republican politics—
with socialist and democratic ideological
foundations — into the mainstream. That
will surely lead us to the enlightened India
that Dr Ambedkar had envisioned.

Sunny Uke (@Ukey Sunny) is a law grad-
vate and LLM student at Amravati
University. Prashant Bhaware
(@prashant9 ) is a law graduate. They
write from an Ambedkarite and social jus-
tice perspective and have explored various
topics in their writings with an intersection
of caste, disability, and mental health.
Courtesy : The wire
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