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ID no. 921760

BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:he*ckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced fradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enquiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

. i - 4

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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How BJP uses Rellglon to Promote its Politics?

(Asian independent)
The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), as a major
political party in India,

has been associated
with leveraging
religious  sentiments,

particularly Hinduism,
to advance its political
agenda. This approach
1s often tied to its
ideological foundation
in Hindutva, a
nationalist ideology that
emphasizes Hindu
cultural and religious
identity as central to
Indian nationhood.
Below is an analysis of
how the BJP has used
religion to promote its
politics, based on
observed strategies and
patterns:

Promotion of Hindutva
Ideology:

— The BJP, rooted in
the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), promotes
Hindutva, which seeks
to unify India under a
Hindu cultural
framework. This
ideology frames
Hinduism not just as a
religion but as a way of
life integral to Indian
identity.

— Key campaigns,
such as the Ram
Janmabhoomi
movement in the 1980s

and 1990s, mobilized
Hindu  voters by
emphasizing the

construction of a Ram
temple at the disputed
Ayodhya site. The BJP
capitalized on this issue

to gain widespread
support, culminating in
the temple’s

inauguration in 2024,
which was heavily
publicized as a political
and cultural milestone.
— The party often
invokes Hindu symbols,
deities, and narratives in

its rhetoric to resonate
with the majority Hindu
population,  framing
itself as a defender of
Hindu values against
perceived threats.

Polarization  through
Religious Issues:

— The BJP has
strategically used
religious  issues to
polarize voters, often
portraying itself as the

protector of Hindu
interests against
minorities, particularly
Muslims. Issues like
cow protection, love
jihad, and anti-
conversion laws are

highlighted to appeal to
Hindu sentiments while
framing minorities as
“others.”

— For example,
campaigns around cow
protection have led to
strict laws in BJP-ruled
states, resonating with
upper-caste Hindu
voters who revere the
cow as sacred. This has
sometimes fueled
communal  tensions,
which critics argue
benefits the BJP by
consolidating  Hindu
votes.

— Rhetoric around
“appeasement” of
minorities by opposition
parties is wused to
position the BJP as a
party that prioritizes
Hindu interests,
creating a narrative of
Hindu victimhood that
rallies its base.
Religious Symbolism in
Political Campaigns:

— BJP leaders,

including Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, frequently
participate in  high-

profile religious events,
such as temple visits,
Ganga aarti, or Kumbh
Mela, which are widely
covered by the media.

Special

These acts reinforce the
party’s image as aligned
with Hindu traditions.

— During elections, the
BJP often incorporates
religious imagery in its
campaigns, such as
slogans invoking Hindu
pride or references to
mythological figures
like Lord Ram. The
2019 and 2024 elections
saw such symbolism
prominently featured in
rallies and speeches.

— The consecration of
the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya was timed
strategically before the
2024 general elections,

with Modi’s
involvement 1in the
ceremony reinforcing
the BIP’s Hindu
credentials.

Legislative and Policy
Measures:

— The BJP has pushed
policies that align with
Hindu nationalist goals,
such as the abrogation
of Article 370 in Jammu
and Kashmir (seen as a
move to integrate a
Muslim-majority region
more fully into India)
and the Citizenship
Amendment Act
(CAA), which critics
argue discriminates
against Muslims by
prioritizing non-Muslim
refugees.

— Anti-conversion
laws in various states,

framed as
Hindu
“forced

often
protecting
women from
conversions,” appeal to
religious  sentiments
while targeting minority
communities.

— The Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), a long-
standing BJP promise,
is promoted as a way to
unify personal laws

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
People’s Front

under a Hindu-majority
framework, resonating
with its base.
Media and Social Media
Amplification:

— The BJP has
effectively used media

and social media to
amplify religious
narratives. Pro-BJP

outlets and influencers
often highlight issues
like “Hindu pride” or

alleged  threats to
Hinduism, creating a
feedback loop that

strengthens the party’s
messaging.

— WhatsApp groups
and X posts are used to
spread content that
glorifies Hindu culture
or criticizes minorities,
often exaggerating or

20/07/2025

fabricating incidents to
stoke communal
sentiments.

— For instance, during
the 2020 Delhi riots,
posts on X and other
platforms  amplified
narratives blaming
Muslims, which critics
argue aligned with the
BJP’s broader strategy
of communal
polarization.
Mobilizing Religious
Institutions and
Leaders:

— The BJP often
collaborates with Hindu
religious leaders and
organizations, such as
sadhus, sants, and
groups like the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP),
to mobilize voters.
These figures endorse

the party’s agenda
during religious
gatherings, lending it

spiritual legitimacy.

— Events like the
Kumbh Mela are used
as platforms to
showcase the BIJP’s
commitment to Hindu
culture, with state-
sponsored infrastructure
and publicity
reinforcing its image.
Critiques and
Counterpoints:

— Critics’ View: Critics
argue that the BJP’s
use of religion fosters
division, marginalizes

minorities, and
undermines  India’s
secular fabric. They

point to incidents of
communal violence,
such as the 2002
Gujarat riots or the
2020 Delhi riots, as
consequences of the
party’s polarizing
rhetoric.

— BJP’s Defence: The
BJP counters that it is
restoring Hindu pride
after centuries of
perceived subjugation
under Mughal and
colonial rule. It claims
its policies reflect the
aspirations of India’s

15

Hindu majority and
accuses opponents of
“pseudo-secularism”
that favours
minorities.

Evidence from Recent
Sources:

— Web
highlight

sources
the BIJP’s
role in the Ram
Temple  movement,
noting how the 2024
inauguration was a
political triumph that
boosted Modi’s image
as a Hindu leader (e.g.,
analyses from BBC
and Al Jazeera).

—  Posts on X
frequently discuss the
BJP’s religious
rhetoric, with some
users praising it as
cultural revivalism and
others criticizing it as
divisive. For example,
X posts from 2024
celebrated the Ram
Temple event, while
others flagged rising
communal tensions in
BJP-ruled states.

— Data on electoral
success shows the
BJP’s  vote share
increased after high-
profile religious
campaigns, such as
39% in 2014 and 37%
in 2019, per Election
Commission of India
reports, suggesting the
effectiveness of its
strategy.

Conclusion:

The BJP uses religion,
particularly Hindutva,
as a core strategy to
consolidate its voter
base by appealing to

Hindu identity,
leveraging religious
symbolism, and

enacting policies that
resonate  with its
ideology. While this
has proven electorally
successful, it remains
a contentious
approach, with debates
over 1its impact on
India’s secular ethos
and social cohesion.

Courtesy: grok.com
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Songs of Justice with

Sambhaji Bhagat
Sunday, 20 July - 6:30 PM - 7:45 PM

Leicester Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate, LE1 1WB

SONGS oF JUSTICE

WITH

SAMBHAJI BHAGAT

SUNDAY 20th July

6.30 - 7.45pm
LEICESTER SECULAR HALL

75 Humberstone Gate, LE1 TWB

Join us for an unforgettable cul-
tural evening with Sambhaji
Bhagat, a renowned
Ambedkarite singer, poet, and
performer known for his power-
ful anti-caste and social justice
songs. Blending traditional folk
rhythms with sharp political
commentary, Bhagat brings the
spirit of resistance alive through
music that speaks to both the
heart and the
conscience.Performing primari-
ly in Hindi, his songs confront
inequality, injustice, and oppres-
sion—offering messages of
hope, dignity, and solidarity.
Sambhaji Bhagat’s performanc-
es are stirring, thought-provok-
ing, and deeply rooted in the
Shahu-Phule-Birsa-Ambedkar-
Periyarite value system.This 1s a
rare opportunity to witness
music that transcends entertain-
ment—music that challenges,
inspires, and calls for change.

For pay-at-the-door or bank transfer, please
contact:secretary@lsec.org.ukhttps://tinyurl.com/bdrkct5Sh
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Live On Facebook
Date : — Sunday, 20th July 2025 at 8 Pm Indian Time

Subject : Role of L. R. BALLEY SAHEB in Ambedkar Mission | Late L. R.BALLEY

Z0 July 1930 — 08 July 2023

Subject of Dhamma Deshna :- Impact and relevance of Buddhism in the current scenario ...

Bhikkhu Dr. Nagabhushana Kondiah Prof. Dr. G. C. Kaul

Praaidant
lmternationsl Buddiu Manohar Birdi (UK] Trustee :
Sasna centro , Moerut Founder member 9! Dhamma Waves Ambedkar Bhawan Trust. Ambedkar Mission Soclety | Punjab )

Cordial Invitation Front— Mr. Anand Kumar Balley , Mr. Paramjeet Kainth , Dr. H. L. Virdee and
all the team members of Dhamma Waves.

Those who are loyal and dedicated Ambedkarites , they never
bow down, never sell themselves and never stop. — L. R. Balley

Follow Us : www.Dhammawaves.com f -'-G-Mm b W <
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Let’s meet “Turbaned Tornado” Fauja Singh, who was an inspiration to youths

(Asian independent) Fauja Singh, rec-
ognized as the oldest distance runner
globally, tragically passed away in a road
accident in India at the age of 114. Singh,
an Indian-born British national known as
the “Turbaned Tornado,” tragically lost
his life on Monday after being struck by a
vehicle in the Jalandhar district of Punjab
state. He was a legend. He was a matter of
pride for the Sikh world.

His contributions to the Sikh community
throughout the globe have been quite sig-
nificant. It is certain that his life will serve
as a model and a wellspring of motivation
for the approaching generation. One thing
that should be taken away from Fauja
Singh’s healthy life is that age cannot
become a barrier in the road of any suc-
cess, given that a person’s resolve is
strong, the goal is established, and the
effort is done with sincerity. We should
learn this lesson from his healthy life.
Even after facing many setbacks in life,
he achieves such fame. In 1992, his wife,
Gian Kaur, passed away. Not only that, in
1994, his son Kuldeep Singh and a
daughter also passed away, but Fauja
Singh did not give up on life. He
remained resilient.

Fauja Singh, the world’s oldest marathon-
er, chose to hang up his boots and retire
from competitive running at the age of
102.

He regarded these setbacks as an intellec-
tual challenge and adeptly realigned his
life. Observe the remarkable fortitude and
resilience he exhibits; despite enduring
three setbacks, at the age of 81, he
embarked on an interest in marathon run-
ning, transforming his sorrow into a pro-
found sense of patience and fulfillment.
To achieve this objective, Fauja Singh
commenced his training under the guid-
ance of Harminder Singh in London. This
further elucidates that attaining any
objective necessitates the acquisition of
fundamental education.

Fauja Singh took up marathon running
seriously at the age of 89 and started par-
ticipating in international competitions.
In the year 2000, he ran and completed
his first marathon at the age of 90. He
could easily run 20 kilometres.

Similarly, at the age of 93, he completed
a marathon in 6 hours and 54 minutes,
which was 58 minutes faster than the
world’s best record for the over-90s.

This brave Sikh gained more fame in
2011 when he completed the ‘London
Marathon ‘in the 100-year-old age group
and set a record in the centenarian age
group. In October 2011, at the age of 100,
he set 8 world age group records in the
100, 200, 400, 800, 1500, 3000, and 5000
meter events at the special ‘Ontario
Masters Association Fauja  Singh

International Meet’ held at Birchmount
Stadium in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Fauja Singh ran 100 meters in 23.4 sec-
onds, 200 meters in 52.23 seconds, 400
meters in 2 minutes and 13.48 seconds,
800 meters in 5 minutes and 32.18 sec-
onds, 1500 meters in 11 minutes and
27.47 seconds, 3000 meters in 24 minutes
and 52.47 seconds, and 5000 meters in 49
minutes and 57.39 seconds. Fauja Singh
first appeared in an advertising campaign
for software manufacturer Adidas in 2004
alongside  David Beckham and
Muhammad Ali. Similarly, in October
2011, he became the oldest man to appear
at the age of 100. He retired from running
after participating in the Hong Kong
Marathon on February 20, 2013. In 2012,
Fauja Singh attended the Second Annual
Chardikla Run Malaysia as a special
guest. Fauja Singh also participated in
programs organized to collect donations
for social welfare works. Fauja Singh
continued to run until April 2023, encour-
aging marathon runners during the
events.

His  English-language  biography,
“Turbaned Tornado,” was written by
Khushwant Singh, a resident of
Chandigarh, and released in England by
Sir Mota Singh on July 7, 2011. Fauja
Singh has received many honours and
recognitions from all over the world.

On 13 November 2003, he was awarded

the ‘Ellis Island Medal’ by the National
Ethnic Coalition, a group in America, as
the ‘Symbol of Racial Tolerance.” An
American organization gave him the
‘Pride of India Award’ in 2011. Similarly,
he was awarded the ‘British Empire
Award 2015° for participating in a
marathon for charity. Fauja Singh is
proud that he led the participating teams
carrying the Olympic torch in July 2012.
The Guinness Book of Records did not
acknowledge Fauja Singh’s accomplish-
ments due to his inability to present his
birth certificate, as he himself stated.
Notwithstanding this, Fauja Singh’s
recognition as a marathon runner on the
global stage is firmly established. The
young individuals of Punjab ought not to
succumb to despair over the lack of
employment opportunities; rather, they
should endeavour to achieve success in
various entrepreneurial ventures, drawing
inspiration from the exemplary figure of
Fauja Singh.

If a 90-year-old man can acquire new
skills and establish a reputation in the
world, then no challenge in business
should be insurmountable for the younger
generation. Fauja Singh was born on
April 1, 1911, in the village of Beas,
located in the Jalandhar district. Fauja
Singh was the youngest among his four
siblings. During his childhood, he exhib-
ited considerable frailty and a slender

physique.

He was unable to walk until he reached
the age of five. Because of his frail
physique, he was referred to by the nick-
name Danda (Stick) until he turned 10.
The young people of the village often
mocked him, but eventually, he achieved
excellent health. In his youth, he exhibit-
ed a strong passion for sports. Following
the dissolution of his marriage, he began
to embrace a more minimalist lifestyle.
Fauja Singh and his wife moved to
England in 1981 to be with their son. He
was the father of five children.
Subsequently, he acquired British citizen-
ship. Fauja Singh stood at a height of five
feet 8 inches, with a weight of merely 52
kg. He maintained a vegetarian lifestyle
throughout his entire life. He consumed a
diet consisting primarily of basic foods,
including green vegetables and pulses. He
preferred to eat milk and curd, yet he
completely avoided fried foods.

Even at the astounding age of 114, he had
perfect health and a keen mind. He had
maintained an extraordinarily busy
lifestyle throughout his whole life. People
would avidly compete for the chance to
take photos with him wherever he went,
regardless of the nation he was in. Fauja
Singh’s life serves as a powerful example
of the characteristics of resiliency and
determination. It is possible to learn from
Fauja Singh’s experiences how to main-
tain a healthy lifestyle and convey a sense
of joy in one’s daily life.

All of his life, he had devoted himself to
the world of sports. By establishing sev-
eral records in the sport of marathon run-
ning, he popularized Sikhism. To combat
the issue of drug addiction, Fauja Singh
took part in the trip that was planned by
the Governor of Punjab. Unfortunately,
this kind-hearted individual lost tragically
on July 14, 2025, as a result of an accident
that occurred on the road. Throughout the
remainder of his life, Fauja Singh will
continue to serve as a source of motiva-
tion for younger generations.

Surjit Singh Flora
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Diplomats donning the robes of Politicians

(Asianindependent) My
immediate motivation to
write this came from the
news that former diplomat
and my colleague in the
IFS  fraternity,  Harsh
Vardhan Shringala has
been nominated to the
Rajya Sabha by the
President of India, perhaps
first such nomination to
include a former career
diplomat among the nomi-
nated members since inde-
pendence.
Ambassador
Ahmad

At the dawn of independ-
ence, PM Jawaharlal Nehru
did select and appoint
some and

Talmiz

politicians

Princes of the States as
Ambassadors and High
Commissioners and also
nominated some of them to
the Indian Foreign Service
(IFS) which came into
existence on October 9,
1946. After the UPSC
Examination, the first
batch of IFS was selected
and appointed in 1948. The
Indian Foreign Service
(IFS) is one of the three all

India services one can
aspire to if one crack the
UPSC Civil Services

Exam. It is a prestigious
service on par with the TAS
in stature. As an IFS offi-
cer, one can serve in the
various diplomatic mis-

sions that India has in

other countries. One can
even move up the ladder to
become HOM
—Ambassador/High
Commission of the coun-
try. Notwithstanding the
assessment made of the IFS
by one of its illustrious
members, Ambassador
Talmiz Ahmad in his
review of a book on diplo-
mats and foreign policy of
Kallol Bhattacharya where
he said, “Most Indians

have either never heard of
the Indian Foreign Service
(IFS) or have only the
vaguest notion of what the
service does. It does not
have the name-recognition
enjoyed by the Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) or the Indian Police
Service (IPS). Unlike earli-
er times, these days the IFS
is not even the premier
choice among those hun-
dreds of thousands of can-
didates who annually
knock at the doors of the
UPSC to gain entry into
India’s elite government
services.”, After this reali-
ty check, I come to the
theme of my blog; diplo-
mats and Indian politics.

After the role and contri-
bution of personalities like
Vijay Lakshmi Pandit, Asaf
Ali, Leilamani Naidu, in
diplomacy in the early

years of independence, I
come, off the cuff, to IFS

diplomats who made to
politics and delivered in
the process. The first
diplomat, I wunderstand,
was Manohar Lal Sondhi,
my fellow Jalandharite,
who resigned from the IFS
on the issue of Nehru’s
China policy in the early
1960s and became a mem-
ber of the Lok Sabha on
Jan Sangh ticket. Many of
us may not remember that
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Harsh Vardhan Shringala
got elected to Lok Sabha

from Kerala, his home
state. He became a
Minister and later held the
coveted positions of Vice
President and President of
India. Kunwar Natwar
Singh, a scholar diplomat,
followed suit and joined
public service again under
PM Indira Gandhi and
worked in the coveted
Ministerial positions even
as EAM. The heading of
this blog ‘As I Please’ is in
fact has been borrowed
from his columns which I
read and relished in the
near past. Next name
which comes fore is of
Meira Kumar, a sober but
gracious daughter of Babu
Jagjivan Ram. Meira
Kumar made to Lok Sabha
and became a Minister
under PM Rajiv Gandhi
and even rose to become
Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
Another illustrious diplo-
mat, Mani Shankar Aiyar
who worked in PMO as a
senior Aide to PM Rajiv
Gandhi won the trust of his
boss and became an MP
and a Minister in the
process. | always tended to
read his informative and
thought provoking columns
in the media. Going down
the line, Pavan Verma was

Ramesh Chander
The writer is A Retired Career Diplomat.

Syed Shahabudin, a maver-
ick, also entered politics
and became an MP from
Bihar in 1980s. K.R.
Naryanan, an intellectual
face of the IFS, with whom
I worked in Peking
(Beijing) Vidya Chander
with Usha Narayanan in
Peking as a junior diplomat
joined politics in the days
of PM Indira Gandhi and

elected to Rajya Sabha and
served as an Advisor to CM
Nitesh Kumar of Bihar and
now, I understand, he has
joined hands with the
newly floated outfit called
Jan Suraj Party of Prashant
Kumar in Bihar. Yet anoth-
er diplomat, Manoj Bharti
who replaced me in Minsk
(Belarus) as Ambassador in
1911, its seems, has

jumped the bandwagon of
Jan Suraj Party as I saw
him sitting by the side of
Prashant Kishore in a pub-
lic event the other day. I
also read somewhere that
Madhu Bhaduri, a sober
and gorgeous diplomat,
also joined politics for
some time and was one of
the founding members of
the AAP and later resigned.
I also, as a novice, burnt
my fingers and worked

with AAP in Punjab for a
year or so in 2016-17 and
resigned as I found politics
was not my cup of tea.
Harinder Singh Khalsa, son
of a renowned politician of

i
Punjab, Gopal Singh

Khalsa in 1940s, resigned
from IFS in the wake of
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Operation Blue Star at
Harmandir Sahib in
Amritsar and later joined
politics. He was elected to
Lok Sabha more than once
and remained Chairman of

Yy ; NIT_ !

the National Minority
Commission of India. I
also read that K. C. Singh,
who also worked with
President Giani Zail Singh
in mid 1980s, also tried his
hand at politics and floated
a fledgling outfit in
Chandigarh towards the
end of 2020s but could not
make much dent.. Azad
Singh Toor joined public
life under the banner of
Congress Party and INLD
of Haryana in 2020s but
could not make any head-
way like K.C. Singh. It was
also in the news that Sanjiv
Arora whom I replaced in
Prague in 2004 also
jumped on the Congress
Party bandwagon in 2024
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Ambassador Talmiz
Ahmad

but is yet to become vocal
and visible. In the recent
years, Hardeep Singh Puri

and Dr. S. Jaishankar made
their mark in the govern-
ment of PM Narendra Modi
and are holding coveted
positions as Minister of
Petroleum and Minister of

External Affairs respec-
tively. I have had opportu-
nities to work with both of
them during my diplomatic
career, with Hardeep Puri
in Sri Lanka Vidya
Chander with  Kayko
Jaishankar in Prague and
with EAM Jaishankar in
Prague. As the shining
stars of IFS, both of them
did well in politics and are
delivering with authority
and competence. The latest

entry into politics, before
the nomination of Harsh
Vardhan Shringla to Rajya
Sabha, was that of Taranjit
Singh Sandhu who imme-
diately after his retirement
as Ambassador of India to
the USA was picked up by
the BJP to contest Lok
Sabha election from
Amritsar in 1924 but he
could not make it. I have
opportunities to meet and
interact with  Taranjit
Sandhu and his gracious
wife, Reenat Sandhu, yet
another diplomat, short in
height but big in stature, in
early 1980s when Taranjit
was attached to EE
Division of MEA where I
was an Under Secretary. I
am recounting this just
from my memory as a stu-
dent and practitioner of
diplomacy since 1970 and
might have missed some
name by oversight.. With
this I wish Harash Vardhan
Shringla all the very best
in his new avatar as a
politician. I am confident
he will do his best and
deliver like his illustrious
IFS colleagues who ven-
tured to join politics. This
piece may not be complete,
if 1 don’t mention the
names of some of the per-
sonalities who transformed
themselves from diploma-
cy to public life — Mohd.
Yunus, a trusted Aide of
PM Indira Gandhi, P.N
Haksar, an intellectual face
of PMO during PM Indira
Gandhi’s regime, Brajesh
Mishra, J.N. Dixit who
respectively served as
National Security Advisors
to PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and PM Manmohan Singh.
Both Brajesh Mishra and
Mani Dixit were men of
caliber and jewels of IFS
fraternity. The process is

on would continue adding
I

more feathers in the hat of
IFS in the service of India
that is Bharat.

Apna  Mukkadar

Banate Hain Ehle-dil
Hum Who Nahin Jine
Zamana Bana Gya

Aap
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Sharma Guides India to Commanding

Win Over England in First ODI

(Asian independent)
Southampton, July 16, 2025 —
India Women defeated England
by 4 wickets in the opening
ODI of the three-match series
to take a crucial 1-0 lead. The
victory was orchestrated by an
unbeaten knock from Deepti
Sharma, whose composed 62
not out steered India home with
10 balls to spare.

England’s Solid Foundation

England, batting first after
winning the toss, found them-
selves in early trouble at 97 for
4 before Sophia Dunkley
stepped up to play the innings
of her life. The right-hander
crafted a magnificent 83 off 92
deliveries, anchoring
England’s recovery with a
match-defining 106-run part-
nership for the fifth wicket that
rescued the home side from a
precarious position.

India’s Roller-Coaster Chase

India’s pursuit of 259 began
well with the opening partner-
ship laying a solid foundation
at 94 for 1. However, the mid-
dle order wobbled under pres-
sure from England’s bowling
attack, slumping to 124 for 4 as
the visitors found themselves
in familiar territory of needing
a rescue act. Harleen Deol was
run out on simple single run.
She lazily did not put her bat
down in the crease.

The turning point arrived
through  the  partnership
between Deepti Sharma and
Jemimah Rodrigues. The duo
added a crucial 90 runs for the
fifth wicket in just 14.2 overs.
Rodrigues played the perfect
supporting role, contributing a
valuable 48 runs from 54 balls,

rotating the strike intelligently.
Deepti’s Match-Winning
Heroics

While Rodrigues provided the
platform, it was Deepti Sharma
who delivered the knockout
punch. The all-rounder dis-
played tremendous tempera-
ment and skill, remaining
unbeaten on 62 from 64 balls in
an innings that perfectly bal-
anced aggression with caution.
She hit an memorable six with
one hand shot.

With the match in a balance,
Deepti found an able partner in
Amanjot Kaur, who con-
tributed a quickfire 20 not out

from just 14 deliveries. Their
unbroken 33-run stand for the
seventh wicket eliminated any
remaining doubt, as India
reached 262 for 6 with exactly
10 balls remaining.

Looking Ahead

With momentum firmly on
their side, India will be eager to
capitalize on this impressive
start when the teams meet
again for the second ODI.

This opening encounter has set
the tone for what promises to
be an enthralling series, with
India’s strong batting and fin-
ishing ability on full display in
a performance that will be
remembered as one of their

finest overseas victories.

India won by 4 wickets
England 258 (S. Dunkley 83)

India 262/6 (D. Sharma 62no,
J. Rodrigues 48)

Player of the Match: Deepti
Sharma

Bal Ram Sampla
Geopolitics
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Narrow minded approach on University Curriculum

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
In the recent past, the new education policy
attracted adverse reactions as it allegedly
attempted to change and rewrite history par-
ticularly with regard to Islamic or Mughal role
and contribution in the history of India.. Now
the Vice Chancellor of Delhi University,
Yogesh Singh has started yet another contro-
versy. It was reported that while speaking to
the Tribune, he said, “The University of Delhi
will offer a General Elective Course for under-
graduates titled ‘Sikh Martyrdom in Indian
History (c.1500-1765) starting from the
upcoming academic session.” Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh lamented that while
Indian varsities had no qualms teaching Igbal,
the poet who spent a better part of life oppos-
ing India and propagating the idea of
Pakistan, they were not teaching the sacri-
fices of Sikh Gurus, their children and of other
Sikh warriors. He added that correct record-
ing of Sikh history would automatically mean
correct recording and perspective of the his-
tory of Hindus and said, “Sikh aur Hindu ek hi
baat hai (Sikhs and Hindus are one). We
share our culture and are not apart. We are as
they are. The Sikh Gurus are our Gurus.” It is
not only a narrow approach towards history
but also has the potential to disturb the social
fabric of the country. Do the Sikh spiritual and
temporal (Miri and Peeri) leadership accept

i |

and recognize the assertion “Sikh aur Hindu
ek hi baat hai (Sikhs and Hindus are one)”
any more in the changing scenario of social
establishment of the country? While it is good
to include the Sikh history in the university
curricula where is the need to blind the young
generation from the sterling role and contribu-

tion of Allama Igbal in understanding the
socio-cultural and even political ground reali-
ties only because that he was a Muslim and
who supported Pakistan? Creation of
Pakistan and partition was also supported by
C. Rajagopalchari and Babasaheb Ambedkar
well before it was decided to partition the
country in 1947. The understanding and
vision of Allma Igbal about Hindustan that is

Bharat will remain a lofty ideal for the genera-
tions to come.

He called Lord Rama as the “Imamme Hind”.
His vision in the Quomi Tarana — Saare Jahan
Se Accha Hindostan Hamara is all well
known. Igbal said — Chisti Ne Jis Jamin Pe
Paigamme Haq Sunaya; Nanak Ne Jis
Chaman Mein Wehdat Ka Geet Gaya; Jannat
Ki Zindgi Hai Jis Ki Fiza Mein Jina — Mera
Wattan Wahi Hai Mera Wattan Wahi Hai.
These are a couple of demonstrative lines of
Igbal. He said much which unveils the
grandeur of Hindostan. And we intend to
negate Igbal. Itis unfortunate. | think it is more
appropriate and needed to give impetus to
the aspects of education which would help us
make India a developed country by 2047 as
visualized by PM Narendra Modi. These are —
Study of India’s Constitution with extracts of
relevant Constituent Assembly debates and
important speeches of our forefathers particu-
larly Babasaheb Ambedkar and Courses on
Civic Sense for good Social Order among
others. | only wish and pray that God would
show us the way. Let us start living in unison
and harmony — Samrasta, the lofty agenda of
RSS, the only way to transform Hindostan
into Bharat.
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Ramesh Chander
The writer is A Retired
Career Diplomat.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO KHALYA FOOTBALL FEDERATION AND DERBY
ORGANISERS FOR EXCELLENT FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT -
After Walsall,
Birmingham, Bedford,
the last of this year’s
KFF football tourna-
ments took place at the
very good facilities of
Leisure United,
Racecourse Playing
Fields, St. Marks Road,
Derby, DE21 6AL on
Saturday and Sunday
12th and 13th July. The
tournament was a huge
success with thousands
of  football lovers
enjoying themselves on
beautiful weather con-
ditions. Adults, youth
and girls football teams
from across the country
participated at the East
Midlands held tourna-

ment.

Adult team matches
started on Saturday at
9.00 am  Premier
Division matches began
at 11.00 am in which
GNG Leicester beat
Punjab United
Wolverhampton  6-0,
FC Khalsa Leicester
beat Singh  Sabha
Slough 4-1. Singh
Brothers Derby and
Leamington FC got into
semi-finals with a bye
against GSA and Singh
Sabha Hounslow. In the
semi-finals played at
S5Spm Singh Brothers
Derby beat Leamington
4-1. The most exciting
and entertaining game
of the tournament took
place between the two
Leicester teams GNG
and FC Khalsa in which
Khalsa were cruising to
a 4-1 win with about 15
minutes to go. GNG
made it 4-2 and had the
momentum to get the
extra goals and made
the final score 4-4 and

took the game into
penalties and won the
penalties 4-2. GNG

went onto win the final
against Singh Brothers
Derby.

The first division final

took place on Sunday
between Singh Brothers
Derby ad GSA which
the East Midlands team
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won -1. Total of seven
teams took part in this
Division and were
Singh Brothers Derby,
FC Khalsa Leicester

Reserves, Guru
Ravidas, GFA
Reserves, Singh Sabha
Barking, GNG

Leicester Reserves and
Hayes End Athletics.
GSA Reserves beat FC
Khalsa Leicester 6-1 in
one semi final and
Singh Brothers Derby
Reserves beat GNG
Leicester Reserves 4-3
in the other semi-final.
In the Vets over 35s
Punjab United Sports
Wolverhampton, Shere
Punjab RRG FC, Guru

Ravidas, Khalsa
Leicester, London
Punjab FC,
Wondervaults FC and

Punjab United Derby
took part. In the first
semi  final  Punjab
United Sports
Wolverhampton drew
2-2 with Shere Punjab
RRG Fc with Punjab
United Sports
Wolverhampton going
through to the final on
penalties winning 7-6.
In the other semi=final
Wondervaults FC beat
London Punjab FC 4-2.
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The Vets

Special

over 36s final
was won by Punjab
United Sports
Wolverhampton who
beat Wondervaults FC
by 3-1. Singh Sabha
Bedford, FC Kbhalsa
Leicester, FC Sandwell
and Punjab United
Derby prayed in the
Vets Over 45s Division
which was won by FC
Punjab Sandwell who
beat Singh  Sabha
Bedford 4-2 .

There is always a fami-
ly atmosphere ay the
tournament on Sundays

when grandparents,
parents, brothers and
sisters, relatives and

friends all come to see
the youth playing in
different age groups.
From babies with dum-
mies and being carried
in prams to people on
crutches as well as the
elderly and disabled
and people from vari-
ous communities
enjoyed the tourna-
ment. Facilities at the
Derby tournament had
grounds from where a
number of matches
could be seen at the
same time, had limited
number of seating for
the elderly and dis-
abled, good refresh-
ment and toilet facili-
ties as well as good
parking for everyone.
The venue also has free
playground for young
children.

The results for the
youth section were as
follows:

Under 8

WINNERS Nuneaton
Fc

Runners-Up
Tigers Derby 1

3rd Place Nottingham
Sikh Lions

Under 9s

WINNERS Nottingham
Sikh Lions
Runners-Up
Leicester Eagles
3rd Place FC Khalsa
Leicester

GNG

Under 11s

WINNERS Nottingham
Sikh Lions
Runners-Up
Leicester Eagles
3rd Place Blue Tigers
Derby

GNG

Under 13s

WINNERS  Sporting
Khalsa

Runners-Up Blue

Tigers Derby
3rd Place Nottingham

Sikh Lions
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Under 15s
W I N N E R S
Leamington FC

Runners-Up  Walsall
Silverdale
3rd Place Singh

Brothers Derby

Under 17s

WINNERS GNG
Leicester

Runners-Up  Punjab

United Derby
3rd Place GNG Walsall

GIRLS FOOTBALL

Total of five teams
took part in the Girls
football Division and

were Singh Sabha
Hounslow, GN
Leicester Lionesses,

GNP Panthers, GNG
Pumas U1 3s, and GNP
Panthers U13s..
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WINNERS GNP
Panther Under 13s
Runners-Up GNG
Pumas Under 13s

3rd Place GNP
Panthers

The Presentation cere-
monies at these tourna-
ments needs to be
improved however
possible. This started
at about 4.30pm with
those contributing to
the tournament being
recognised first and
then the youth teams
with  the  Premier
Division winners given
trophies at the end.
Under the circum-
stances Jeetinder Singh
Bains from the KFF
did a brilliant job.
Other special guests
who presented trophies
were Catherine
Atkinson, Labour MP
for Derby North con-
stituency and Mayor of
Derby  Ajit  Singh
Atwal. The tournament
was also supported by

Guru  Arjan Dev
Gurdwara and Singh
Sabha Derby
Gurdwara.

The football playing
and supporting people
have and do contribute
regularly to Gurdwara
programmes and the
Gurdwaras should do
their best to support
the football clubs all
over the country and
help them get their
own playing fields
where they can train all
year and get better
players especially in
light of Seerat Kaur
being selected as cap-
tain of England Under
16s team. This is very
proud achievement for
the Sikh community.

Report and Photos:
Tarlochan Singh Virk
Results Khalsa
Football Federation
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CONGRATULATIONS TO KHALYA FOOTBALL FEDERATION AND DERBY
ORGANIERY FOR EXCELLENT FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

TFfoOr MrMmMore mews visitt:s
wWww.samajweekly.com
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Indian Workers Association (GB) Urges UK Government
to Rethink Harmful Immigration Reforms

Leicester UK (THE
ASIAN INDEPENDENT)
— Sital Singh Gill, General
Secretary of the Indian
Workers Association
(Great Britain), has written
a formal letter to the Prime
Minister, Rt Hon Sir Keir
Starmer MP, and the Home
Secretary, Rt Hon Yvette

Cooper MP, expressing
urgent concerns  over
upcoming immigration

policy changes set to take
effect on 22 July 2025.

The Indian ~ Workers
Association (GB), founded
in 1938, is the UK’s oldest
national organisation rep-
resenting people from the
Indian subcontinent, and
speaks on behalf of wide
sections of the South Asian
community and beyond.

In the letter, Mr. Gill
warns that the proposed
changes — which impact
international students, care
workers, and the South
Asian hospitality sector —
could cause severe eco-
nomic, social, and humani-
tarian harm to both minor-
ity communities and
British society at large.

1. Targeting International

Students Damages the
UK’s Economy and Global
Reputation

The IWA(GB) criticised
the decision to restrict
post-study work opportu-

nities for international stu-
dents, who currently con-
tribute £41.9 billion annu-
ally to the UK economy.
“International students are
vital to our universities,
our workforce, and our
soft power abroad,” said
Mr. Gill. “This policy
sends a damaging signal
that the UK is no longer
open to global talent. It’s
short-sighted and self-
destructive.”

2. The Care Sector Needs
Protection, Not
Punishment

While acknowledging the
need to address exploita-
tion 1n the care sector, the
Association condemned
blanket restrictions on
overseas recruitment.

“The government must
prosecute  those  who
exploit migrants seeking a
better life — not punish
honest care providers and
migrant workers who keep
our ageing society afloat,”
said Mr. Gill. “Blanket
bans will only deepen the
care crisis.”

3. Ban on Overseas Chefs
Is a Direct Blow to South
Asian Restaurants

The new rule banning the
sponsorship of overseas
chefs was described as an
attack on the 2,400+ South
Asian restaurants across
the UK, many of which
rely on trained chefs from

the subcontinent to main-
tain authenticity.

“This industry is a cultural
cornerstone and a wvital
small business sector.
Without skilled chefs from
South Asia, many restau-
rants will be forced to
shut. This is a targeted
blow to our heritage,” Mr.
Gill warned.

4. Legal Migrants
Punished While Human
Traffickers Profit

The Association highlight-
ed the alarming increase in
illegal crossings — over
20,000 arrivals via small
boats in the first half of
2025, a 48% rise from
2024 — and accused the
Government of punishing
lawful migrants instead of
cracking down on people
smugglers.

“Those who follow the
rules are being punished,
while those who arrive
illegally — and the traf-
fickers who profit from
them — are being reward-
ed,” said Mr. Gill. “This is
a grave injustice.”

5. UK Must Reflect on Its
Role in Global Instability
The letter also emphasises
that migration cannot be
viewed in isolation from
UK foreign policy.

“We must recognise that
countries like Britain have
bombed and interfered in
other nations, creating the
conditions for displace-

ment,” said Mr. Gill. “We
should advocate peace, not
war, and focus on diploma-
cy over conflict.”

6. A Final Warning: Do
Not Undermine Britain’s
Success

The Indian  Workers
Association (GB) conclud-
ed by urging the

Government to pause and

consult before implement-
ing such sweeping
reforms.

“Tread carefully on immi-
gration — you may destroy
the very foundations of
this great country’s suc-
cess,” Mr. Gill said.
“Britain  has  thrived
because of its diversity,
openness, and inclusion.
We must not throw that
away.”

The Association is calling
for urgent dialogue
between the Government
and affected communities,
and a complete re-evalua-
tion of the current policy
direction.

Sital Singh Gil
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