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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal {lharder building mamtenance handyman Unde-r c:hecl-:airaue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

S — — —

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making efc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Rajendra Pal Gautam — A Charismatic SC Leader

-by Dr. Rahul Kumar, the
Asian Independent. UK.
Rajendra Pal Gautam,
ex cabinet Minister, is
a well -known name
among Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. He began his

life with Samata
Sainik Dal which was
created by Bharat

Ratna Baba Saheb Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar. He is
a staunch Ambedkarite
and Buddhist. In Delhi
and other parts of
India, he organizes
several functions, con-
ferences and seminars
on Buddhism. He is
quite energetic and
participates in public
demonstrations against
atrocities. He took an
active part in the liber-
ation of Mahabodhi
temple at Bodhgaya.

Dr. Rahul Kumar

He writes to the Bihar
government and urges
to hand over
Mahabodhi temple to
Buddhists. He is a
simple, dedicated and
honest man. He wel-
comes everyone who is
sincere in the mission

of Baba Saheb Dr.
Ambedkar. His mis-
sion is to make

Prabuddha Bharat.

Rajendra Pal Gautam
joins Congress ...

Rajendra Pal Gautam
with Rahul Gandhi

After resigning from
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), Gautam joined
Indian National
Congress (INC). He is
appointed as Chairman
of the Scheduled Caste
Department. During
my conversation with

him, I found him spir-
ited, solemn in the
welfare of the
S C s / S T s /
Adivasi/Christians/
Muslims  /marginal-
ized/ minorities/
socially and economi-
cally backward people.
I found him telling
people: “if you want to
join congress in my
team, you have to per-
form”.

From AICC headquar-
ters at 24, Akbar Road,
New Delhi he raises
several issues.
Recently he cited data
from the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB). In his brief-
ing, he said that in BJP
ruled states, the atroc-
ities against SCs/STs
have increased mani-
fold.

According to data
tabled in the
Parliament of India

while giving answer to
a question, the Social

Justice Minister,
Government of India,
informed the

Parliament that atroci-
ties against are on the
increase. 2021 data is

available which is
released in 2022.
Some states are men-
tioned here: In
Haryana from 2017
/762 to 2021/1628;
Rajasthan 4238/7500;
Madhya Pradesh

5892 /7214;
Maharashtra
1669/2327, Uttar
Pradesh 11444/13146.
According to NCRB,
35% increased atroci-
ties against SCs/STs/
Adivasi. What kind of
democracy we are
pushed into by the rul-
ing dispensation where
SCs have no right to
ride horses, SC killed
in Rajasthan by upper
caste people simply
because he was sport-
ing a moustache. The

United Christian
Forum (UCF) — a civil
society organisation

Special

RAJENDRA PAL GAUTAM

focused on Christian
issues, based in Delhi
— released a stunning
statistic: there have
been 525 attacks
against Christians in
India just in the first
eight months of 2023.

According to BBC,
Ever since Narendra
Modi’s Hindu nation-
alist Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) swept to
power in 2014, India’s
200 million-odd
Muslims have had a
turbulent journey
(https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-asia-
india-68498675).
According to data by
NCSK (National
Commission for Safai
Karamchari), 631 peo-
ple died cleaning sew-
ers, septic tanks in last
10 years.
https://www.thehin-
du.com/news/nation-
al/631-people-died-
cleaning-sewers-sep-
tic-tanks-in-last-10-
years-ncsk/arti-
cle32652733.ece).Cast
e Violence in BJP
ruled states is on the
rise. Did our forefa-
thers dream of such
India?
In Chhindwara,
Madhya Pradesh,
Adivasi was asked to
drink urine by upper
caste people. The BJP
is in power in this
state but there is hard-
ly any protection
given to poor SCs/STs/

Adivasi in the state.
The law-and-order sit-
uation has deteriorated
in BJP ruled states as
stated by Chairman,
SC Department, AICC.
The attitude of judges
against minorities is
prejudicial. The dilu-
tion SCs/STs Act by
BJP is a stumbling

block in the path of
getting justice from

the hands

caste judges.
The formation of the
Disinvestment
Ministry by BJP was a
black day in the histo-
ry of Independence
India. By the Ministry
several departments
were closed or priva-
tized resulting in loss
of various job oppor-
tunities by SCs/STs.

of wupper

The policy of
Reservation is weak-
ened by the BIJP.

Despite higher educa-
tion and robust compe-
tence & professional

Rajendra Pal Gautam with Rahul Gandhi

06/07/2025

skills earned by
SCs/STs candidates,
are rejected by the
upper caste interview
board members simply
on the excuse that ‘No

suitable’ candidate is
available. It 1s
observed that this

practice is common in
BJP ruled states.

Now, a question comes
to everyone, which
political party can stop
heinous crimes against
SCs/STs/Adivasi/Musl
ims/ Christians. The
answer 1s Indian
National Congress
(INC). Why so because
the Congress party
believes in the Indian
constitution drafted by

Bharat Ratna Baba
Saheb Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar; because
Congress party

believes in secularism;
because congress party

i

believes in socialism;
because Congress
party wants peace and
love and no polariza-
tion on the basis of
religion. Dr Ambedkar
said: “Without social
union, political unity
is difficult to be
achieved. If achieved,
it would be as precari-
ous as a summer
sapling, liable to be
uprooted by the guts
of a hostile wind, with
mere political unity,
India may be a State”.
Rahul Gandhi is the
only leader in India

15

who speaks from the

bottom of heart. He
feels pain when
heinous crimes are
committed on
SCs/STs/Adivasi. He
raises issues of
SCs/STS/Adivasi  at

the national and inter-
national level. He is
better qualified to
understand Indian
society and interna-
tional politics. He is
an emotional man who
really does construc-

tive things for the
poor, needy people.
By appointing

Rajendra Pal Gautam,
Rahul Gandhi, Leader
of opposition and
Congress President
Mallikarjun  Kharge
have proved that a
Scheduled Caste per-
son can also occupy a
higher post in AICC.
From it one can under-
stand that if the con-
stitution and SCs/STs/
Adivasi/Muslims/
Christians are to be
protected then we
must vote for the con-
gress party. Under
Rahul Gandhi capti-
vating leadership
guided by Sonia
Gandhi, India can
restore  pride and
glory. India  will
recover respect under
Rahul Gandhi which
we have lost in 11
years of mis-gover-
nance. People of India
particularly
SCs/STs/Adivasi/Mus
lims/ Christians will,
once again, enjoy
civil liberties and
fundamental  rights
which are destroyed
by ruling dispensa-
tion.

Dr. Rahul Kumar is a
PhD in Sociology
from Jawahrlal Nehru
University, New
Delhi. He is a com-
mentator on national
and international
issues. He is a
Managing Editor of
‘Bheem Patrika’.
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(Asian independent)
The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) have
been closely associated in
promoting Hindutva, an
ideology that emphasizes
India as a Hindu nation,
often intertwined with a
form of cultural and reli-
gious nationalism. Below
is an analysis of how they
leverage nationalism to
advance Hindutva, based
on their historical and
contemporary activities:
Ideological Framework of
Hindutva and Nationalism

— RSS as the Ideological
Backbone: The RSS,
founded in 1925, pro-
motes Hindutva, which
defines Indian identity pri-
marily through Hindu cul-
ture and values. It views
“Hindu” as a national
identity encompassing all
Indians, regardless of reli-
gion, but prioritizes Hindu
traditions and scriptures.
This  framing  aligns
Hindutva with national-
ism, presenting it as a uni-
fying force for India as a
“Hindu Rashtra” (Hindu
nation).

— BJP as the Political
Arm: The BJP, established
in 1980 as a successor to
the Bharatiya Jan Sangh,
is widely seen as the polit-
ical wing of the RSS. It
translates the RSS’s ideo-
logical vision into politi-
cal action, using national-
ism to rally support for
policies that align with
Hindutva.

Strategies to Promote
Hindutva Through
Nationalism

— Cultural Narratives
and Symbolism:

— The RSS and BJP
emphasize Hindu cultural
symbols, such as the Ram
temple in Ayodhya, cow
protection, and the recla-
mation of historical sites,

to evoke a sense of Hindu
pride and national identity.
For example, the BJP’s
push for banning cow
slaughter, a practice sig-
nificant to some Hindu
communities but con-
sumed by others like
Muslims, reinforces a
Hindu-centric  national
identity.

— Events like the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
have been used to mobi-
lize masses by framing
them as efforts to restore
India’s Hindu heritage,
tying religious sentiment
to national pride.

— Education and
Grassroots Mobilization:
— The RSS operates
schools and organizations
like Vidya Bharati to instil
Hindutva values in young
Indians, portraying Hindu
culture as synonymous
with national identity.

— RSS-affiliated groups
like the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) work at the grass-
roots level to promote
Hindutva ideologies, often
aligning them with patri-
otic events like festivals or
national celebrations.

SPECIAL

— Political Messaging
and Policies:

— The BJP has used
nationalist rhetoric to
frame policies like the rev-
ocation of Article 370 in

Jammu and Kashmir
(which  granted  the
Muslim-majority  state

SR Darapuri, National
President, All India
People’s Front

special autonomy) as steps
toward a unified, Hindu-
majority India. This is
portrayed as strengthening
national integrity.

— Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a former
RSS member, the BJP has
amplified nationalist sen-
timents through slogans
like “Bharat Mata ki Jai”
(Victory to Mother India)
and policies promoting
Hindi and Hindu cultural

practices, which critics
argue marginalize reli-
gious minorities.

— Criticism of
Opponents as  Anti-
National:

— The RSS and BJP
often label critics of
Hindutva or their policies
as anti-national, creating a
dichotomy where support
for Hindutva equates to
patriotism. This has been
used to unite sentiments
against religious minori-
ties or secular opponents,
portraying them as threats
to India’s unity.
Criticisms
Controversies

— Critics argue that the
RSS-BJP combine uses
nationalism to mask a
supremacist agenda, aim-
ing to  marginalize
Muslims, Christians, and
other minorities by fram-
ing them as secondary cit-
izens in a Hindu Rashtra.

— Some posts on X and
reports suggest that the
BJP’s nationalism is a
“superficial Hindu
veneer,” focusing on terri-
torial unity rather than
genuine Hindutva, which
has caused dissatisfaction

and

www.samajweekly.com

How RSS and BJP are using Nationalism to Promote Hindutva?

among hardcore RSS sup-
porters.

— Critics also highlight
that the RSS-BJP’s Hindu
Rashtra project involves
hate speeches and vio-
lence against minorities,
using nationalism to justi-
fy actions that undermine
India’s secular constitu-
tion.

Regional Expansion and
Soft Hindutva

— In regions like Tamil
Nadu, traditionally resist-
ant to Hindutva, the RSS
and BJP have adopted a
“soft Hindutva” approach,
blending local cultural
elements with Hindu
nationalism to  gain
acceptance. This involves
respecting local traditions
while subtly promoting
Hindutva ideals.

— This strategy has been
described as the “octopus
arms” of the Sangh
Parivar (RSS’s network of
organizations), which
gradually infiltrates
diverse regions to spread
Hindutva under the guise
of nationalism.
Impact  and
Perception

— The BJP’s electoral

Public

success, particularly under
Modi, is attributed to its
ability to merge Hindu
nationalism with broader
nationalist appeals, such
as economic development
and strong governance.

— However, posts on X
reflect polarized views:
some praise the RSS-BJP
for promoting cultural
unity, while others criti-
cize it for fostering divi-

sion and threatening
India’s secular fabric.
Conclusion

The RSS and BJP use
nationalism as a tool to
promote Hindutva by
framing Hindu identity as
central to Indian nation-
hood, leveraging cultural
symbols, education, and
political policies to build
support. While they pres-
ent this as unifying, critics
argue it marginalizes
minorities and undermines
secularism. The interplay
of grassroots mobilization,
strategic political messag-
ing, and regional adapta-
tion has made their
approach effective but
deeply controversial.
Courtesy; grok.com
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Indian Workers Association Great Britain (IWAGB) Meets
Malwmder Slngh Kang MP to Address Crltlcal NRI Issues

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Leicester, UK — The
Indian Workers
Association QGreat
Britain (IWAGB),
led by General
Secretary Sital

Singh Gill, recently
engaged with
Malwinder Singh

Kang MP, a key
Aam Aadmi Party
spokesperson from
Punjab, during his
visit to Leicester.

In the meeting, Mr.
Gill presented MP
Kang with a sym-
bolic 1image of
Shaheed Bhagat

Singh, emblematic
of justice and sacri-
fice, setting the tone
for a candid discus-
sion on pressing
concerns impacting
the Non-Resident
Indian (NRI) com-
munity.
Key
Highlighted:
Illegal Seizure of
NRI Properties: Mr.
Gill brought atten-
tion to alarming
reports of unlawful
confiscation of
properties owned by
NRIs in Punjab,
often linked to local
political figures and

Issues

Special
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authorities. This has
instilled fear among

NRIs considering
visits or retirement
in India, with many
legal disputes still
unresolved.

Exploitation by
Fraudulent Visa
Agents: Thousands
of young Punjabis
are being defrauded
by agents who
promise UK visas
through false docu-
ments and bogus job
offers, particularly
under Student, Tier
2, and Tier 5 visa
categories. These
agents reportedly

charge exorbitant
fees exceeding 30-
35 lakh rupees.
Many migrants
arrive to find no job
opportunities and
face harsh condi-
tions, relying on
charitable support,
including daily food

provided by local
Gurdwaras.
Detention of

Political Prisoners
Beyond Sentences:
The delegation
expressed grave
concerns over politi-
cal prisoners
remaining incarcer-
ated after complet-

06/07/2025

ing their sentences,
highlighting this as
a violation of human
rights and calling
for immediate gov-
ernment interven-
tion.

MP Malwinder
Singh Kang
acknowledged these
urgent issues and
assured he would
raise them with
Punjab’s Chief
Minister and in the
Indian Parliament.
He committed to
pushing for stricter
actions against
fraudulent agents
and advocating for

17

the release of politi-
cal prisoners who
have already served
their terms.
Furthermore, he
promised to coordi-
nate  with  both
Punjab’s state and
Central govern-
ments to pursue
effective solutions.
The IWAGB reaf-
firmed its ongoing
commitment to
championing  the
rights and welfare of
the NRI community
and continuing its
struggle for justice
and public service in
India.
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Overcome food prejudices and enjoy cultural diversity

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Vidya Bhushan Rawat

It was lunch time and participants had gathered
outside the National University Hall, to collect
their food during the Colombia Day celebration at
#Bogota. The volunteers wanted people to be in
two separate rows so that they could give it com-
fortably. Are you ‘regular’ or Vegetarian ? For a
moment, I was a bit shocked but then realised that
regular was meant for meat eating people and veg-
etarians were being called separately. I realised
how culture changes. In India, we use the term
‘non-vegetarian’ for meat eating people which is
not really correct and for many it is made to look
like a criminal offence.
Anyway, when you travel outside the country, you
will see how culture changes at every corner and
how a thing considered unholier here might not be
the same elsewhere. It is therefore important for
us to respect the food and cultural diversity. Those
who can’t honour such remain confined to their
ghettos and enjoy their ignorance and arrogance’
but they remain unfit to even travel. If you are still
looking for your home food even after travelling
to such a far away place then you really are not
enjoying the cultural diversity of the world most-
ly emerging from the diverse food habits on the
planet.
A few years back, when I went to participate in a
conference organised by #AsiaLandForum in
Kyrgyzstan, we had a nice Vodka party during
lunch. It was a tour to a nomadic community in
the forest area. We had fish and other things along
with several shots of Vodka. After some time, a
friend came to me saying that some villagers
wanted to celebrate with me. I went towards the
other side where a couple of them were just sit-
ting. Vidya, we are happy, you are here. Now, let
us celebrate. I said, friend, I have already cele-
brated and cant go beyond what I have already
done. No, we are not offering you any more Vodka
? 1 told them that, I dont have space for any other
thing now and was really feeling sleepy that time
during bright sun yet chilled weather. No, you
must taste this, he said. I said, what is this ? Oh,
this is our favourite product. It is milk of a mere (
she horse). I was shocked beyond anything. I can’t
take it, I said. Not that it was horse milk because I
don’t have an issue as long as things are taken by
human being. My issue was the age old belief that
you should not take any form of milky product
after eating the fish. I told them, in India, we can
never take any milky thing after eating fish. They
laughed at me and told me that this is not a new
thing for them and is part of their food habit.
On the last day of #globallandforum #Bogota in
#Colombia, our friend from Montenegro, who is
campaigning to protect and save the beautiful
Sinjajevina forests , activist, journalist Milan
Sekulovié, offered a unique party to celebrate our
togetherness. The programme was to start around
9 am in the morning and Milan and his friend
organised a table at the entrance of the auditorium
with lots of chocolates and toffees and two bottles
of wine. We were not aware of what he was doing.
Then he started pouring the wine in different

‘shots’. I saw and was shockingly surprised as to
why this is being done so early in the morning.
Then, I realised that it is taken in the form of shots,
very much like Tequila.

Anyway, I do not hesitate in testing new things
and hence took the initiative. It was absolutely
thrilling to take a few of these shots. We Pahadis
can take as much and it does not matter whether it
is hard or soft. Anyway, Milan said that this is the
tradition in Montenegro and other Balakan coun-
tries to take this during celebration of an event and
here he wanted to celebrate our Assembly of
Members at the #globallandforum. We learn a lot
from such cultural exchanges.

Takovo Sljivovica is a Serbian Plum brandy and
taken along with nuts or chocolates during social
gatherings and celebrations. It does not matter
whether it is in the morning or evening. You don’t
mix it with ‘water’ or ‘soda’ or any other product.
It is taken like Tequila shots. It is also taken in the
morning as a medicinal thing to warm up the
body. Actually, alcohol as a medicinal was part of
hill culture. The other product displayed by Milan
was Meduska, a honey brandy from Montenegro.
I loved this surprising initiative by my dear friend
Milan. Despite travelling to so many countries
during the past thirty five years, I still feel the urge
to learn and taste different foods and wines world
over. | may not know the name but I love being
with native and indigenous people and celebrating
with them.

At the #amazonian #territory village of Aqua
Bonita, I loved the way the #indigenouspeople
carried out the programme. Elderly people have
special respect and all the events and ceremonies
are actually inaugurated by the elders of the com-
munity. They bless you and pray for your well
being. Water and fire play an important role in the
lives of Indigenous people. And it is very much
like our own where our ancestors prayed for the
well being of others in perfect harmony of nature.
Elderly people were sprinkling water over every-
one with the native plants. Often, we, the urban
‘educated elite’ term these as irrational and super-
stitious. I have been a humanist and often saw
people mocking them which is unfair. Indigenous
communities’ relationship with nature need to be
understood. Their relation with their families and
elders are also extremely important. While we
enjoy the ‘individualism’ they love their commu-
nity life. We need to stop the mindless destruction
of our heritage in the name of development. I have
stopped treating our mountains and rivers as
‘resources’ as for me they are my identity and cul-

tural heritage. As long as we treat them as
‘resources’ they are bound to be exploited by the
greedy classes. And for that to happen, we need to
learn from the lives of indigenous people. They
provide us hope for the future. They are depend-
ent on nature yet protect it too.

The best food I ate at Agua Bonita village was
grilled fish added with local products like rice and
lemon onion. It is called ‘Plato Mojarra Roja
Pescado de Lago, platano , arroz y ensalada roja’
: Mojarra is a red fish found in abundance in the
Amazonian lakes, rivers and riverines and most
likely from Orteguaza or San Pedro Rivers,
known for its firm, flavourful flesh which is a sta-
ple in Caquetd’s Amazonian diet. It was simply

delicious. Interestingly, none of the cooked food

that we had with indigenous people had oil and
they were simply outstanding. Also interesting
was that each day, we had a different dish. No dish
was repeated in the evening. It was simply out-
standing and made me remember the Tandoori
Queen fish, I ate at Kumarakom, Kerala. There is
no doubt that Kerala remains supreme in many
thing including ‘regular’ recipes. There were other
recipes too in the Amazon region including those

made of local maze, corn, Banana, cucumber etc.
Pork, beef, fish and chicken too is part of the local
traditions. Coffee is the most famous product
apart from other items like honey etc. Carne a la
Plancha con Arroz Mixto y Ensalada Blanca
which was grilled pork with cabbage-onion mixed
salad, Omelet con Huevo y Salchicha, Arepa y
Papaya which was an omelet grilled with Papaya.
I enjoyed each dish as everything was just new for
me and the best part is I love tasting new things.
We can understand the culture of others if we suf-
fer from food prejudices.

It was interesting to hear an elder of the commu-
nity when speaking asking us to chew something
like tobacco and drink alcohol as nature would be
happy.

Agua Bonita is a small village yet it has a bar, a
football ground. It was amazing to see girls play-
ing football. I am saying it amazing not because of
anything but in such a remote area of the country
where reaching itself is a big challenge. People
watch football matches. Adjacent to it is a bar
which is like a normal restaurant where men and
women come, drink together and dance. I saw eld-
ers sitting in the bar and community young
women taking care of them, giving them compa-
ny. Unlike our part of the world, where such
places are typical ‘male chauvinist clubs’, in Latin
America, this is purely an evening where people
want to enjoy with their near dear ones. It was
amazing though people like us feel awkward
many times that we can’t dance. The Colombians
really dance so well.

That is why, I say, life is different and diverse.
Please don’t look down upon people who do not
“fix up’ in your compartment. The world is beau-
tiful because it has diversity. Nobody should force
his thought and cultural beliefs on others. The best
cultural belief would be to embrace all the cultures
and appreciate them even if you don’t need to eat
or drink everything that is being offered. We do
have our issues cant change but what is possible is
that don’t feel offended by people enjoying their
lives and enjoying a drink or a food at some place.
If we want to take our home everywhere we visit
then we don’t need to step out. There is no mean-
ing to travel if we can’t enjoy the food culture of
the countries we travel to. Travel does not mean
having a selfie and posting it on your Instagram or
other social media. Travel provides you an enor-
mous understanding of communities and soci-
eties. Nothing is more important than that feeling
of understanding others without making com-
ments about the food habits which we might not
feel comfortable with.

One more important learning is that many times,
these field visits and one to one conversations
beyond the ‘business hours’ of our conferences,
bear greater results and unity than anything else
particularly, it provides us so many insights about
a community that a normal seminar or conference
can not do that.

So thank you #internationallandcoalition and the
local organisers in #colombia for enabling us to
visit the beautiful place and enriching our experi-
ence and understanding.
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I am writing this with
somewhat mixed feel-
ings of both concern
and satisfaction, defi-
nitely not as a scholar or
an intellectual, but as a
layman, a humble citi-
zen of India. Ever since
the Constituent
Assembly was formulat-
ed to make the constitu-
tion of India in 1946
many epoch making
developments took
place — Babasaheb
Ambedkar, who later
became an important
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figure in the process of
the constitution making,
could barely manage to
come to the Constituent
Assembly from Bengal
in the face of unethical
and Manuwadi thinking
of the Congress party
and its leaders and also
the mainstream of the
society led by promi-
nent Hindu leaders of
the time. Ambedkar’s
membership of the
Constituent Assembly
came to naught in the
wake of partition of
India as the seat he rep-
resented fell in East
Pakistan. There was a
talk and thinking to
invite some constitu-

tional expert from
abroad to help us in
making the constitution
but by that time
Ambedkar had showed
his mettle in the initial
sittings of the
Constituent Assembly.
The saner sense pre-
vailed and it was felt to
engage Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in  the
process and he was got
elected to the
Constituent Assembly
from Bombay. It is
believed that Mahatma
Gandhi, Ambedkar’s
staunch opponent till
then, prevailed upon
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Sardar Patel among oth-
ers to associate
Ambedkar and avail of
his expert services to
make the constitution of
India. Subsequently, he
was made the Chairman
of the Drafting
Committee  of  the
Constituent Assembly.
How skillfully he draft-
ed the document and
piloted through the

Assembly is a well-doc-

umented story of the
constitution making?
There is no point in
going into these details.
The Constitution was
finally passed, enacted
and given to ourselves
on November 26, 1949
and accordingly India
became Republic in
accordance with the

CUENSTITLITICAN

IMA

new Constitution on
January 26, 1950. Here
before I proceed further,
I would like to recom-
mend to my readers and
the Indians at large to
read the last speech of
Babasaheb Ambedkar
which he made in
Constituent Assembly
on November 25, 1949
before the Constitution
was finally adopted. I
think many of the dis-
tortions which have
come into discourse and
debate would automati-
cally fade away. It
would become clear as
to what kind India the
chief architect of consti-
tution of India,
Babasaheb Ambedkar,
visualized and what

.-"{r.--._‘ 1
were the warningls.‘! and
cautions he expressed to
safe guard our newly
attained independence?
It would help us to
understand the debate
and discourse a bit more
easily. The underlying
fact of the whole matter
is that though
Ambedkar, till his death
in 1956, did not get his

#2
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due space in the polity
and society in the socio-
cultural norms of inher-
ent graded inequality

India is India today, it is
because of the constitu-
tion made thoughtfully
by our forefathers, led
by Babasaheb
Ambedkar. It is a matter
of satisfaction. Why I
say so, I elaborate it
briefly here? — In the
initial years of our inde-
pendence, personality
cult crept in our polity.
The questions and
doubts like who after
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yet it is a matter of sat-
isfaction to note that
India’s socio-political
edifice is fully resting
on the thought and lega-
cy of Ambedkar after 75
years of India becoming
a Republic under the
arrangements of a well-
made document called
the Constitution of
India. Though the con-
stitution has already
passed the test of time,
to my mind, yet some
controversies remain,
some genuine to adjust
to the changing require-
ments and some pur-
posely generated by the
vested interests under
one pretext or the other.

Before 1 come to the
ongoing acrimonious
debate, let me write
emphatically that if

Jawaharlal Nehru start-
ed surfacing? Nehru
passed away in 1964.
Nothing happened and
change over took place
in accordance with the
law of the land. PM Lal

Bahadur Shastri got
removed from the scene
in mysterious circum-

stances in his death in
Tashkent in the then
USSR in 1966. The
reigns of the country
was transferred to Indira
Gandhi again as per the
constitutional norms.
PM Indira Gandhi ruled
the country with firm
grip on the system even
in the turbulent events
of war with Pakistan

and creation of
Bangladesh in 1972.
Indira Gandhi was

unseated from the Lok
Sabha by a verdict of
the judiciary in pur-
suance of the law. She
promulgated internal
emergency to meet the
situation in 1975 again
in terms of the law of
the country. Emergency
was good or bad may be
an issue of debate but
there is no denying the
fact that the constitution
of India stipulates inter-
nal, external and even

financial emergencies
as required. Again it
was potency of the con-
stitution that PM Indira
Gandhi had to lift the
emergency in 1977 and
face elections as
required in a democratic
set up. The strongest
Continued... page 20
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PM Indira Gandhi lost the elections
making way to the new dispensation
called Janta Party under the stewardship
of Morarji Desai. It was all under the
constitution; it is matter of gratification
to note. These new leaders, the so called
‘game changers’ could not hold for long
due to personal greed and deficit of
moral values. Indira Gandhi again was
voted to power by ‘we the people of
India’ in accordance with the constitu-
tional process. PM Indira Gandhi was
assassinated by the bullets of her own
security creating a sudden vacuum
which also resulted in unfortunate and
condemnable communal riots in Delhi
and some other places. The constitution
was at work and the changeover brought
in Rajiv Gandhi in 1984. Again he was
eliminated in violence in 1991 resulting
in new challenges. But the constitution
so skillfully made by Babasaheb

Ambedkar with stood these onslaughts
on the polity and society of India. With
a view to cut the story short — govern-
ments of different hues came and gone,
external challenges in the form of con-

flicts and standoffs with unfriendly
neighbors, internal challenges of terror-
ism and communal strife like Ram
Janam Bhoomi issue and also pan-
demics like Covid were handled with
success working under the constitution
and law of the land. With this, I can
safely say that India has come a long
way and has, perhaps, arrived but it has
still to go a long way to reach. It could
happen and we would make it happen
further too if we remain and uphold the
constitution which has paved the way to
success and prosperity. If we tended to
ignore these ground realities and put our
vested agendas above the nation, as
warned by Babasaheb Ambedkar him-
self in his last speech in the Constituent
Assembly on November 25, 1949, we
would put our independence into jeop-
ardy and usher India into ‘Grammar of
Anarchy’.

The Constitution of India is such a
wonderful document which meets all

the requirements of the diverse Indian
society. Over the years, it has been
amply demonstrated that the constitu-
tion is flexible and may be amended to
adjust to the changing requirements on
one hand on the other it is a rigid docu-
ment which cannot be changed easily to
maintain the much needed balance.
With this, as many as 106 amendments
have been made so far in the constitu-
tion with due process of law. The ques-
tion of change and amendment in basic
structure, principles and values of the
constitution has been addressed repeat-
edly by the highest court of the land that
is Supreme Court of India. The funda-
mental aspects of the constitution can-
not be changed at all. Now the moot
issue comes — Why this debate troubles
the polity and constitutional edifice of
India again and again. The answer par-
tially rests in the belly of history and
partially in the fast changing socio-cul-
tural and also economic and political
landscape of the country due to the
power of the people of India unleashed
by the Constitution made by the vision-
ary icon, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

The reasons of this debate are both ide-
ological and racial pursued to meet the
political ends. The right wing Hindus
are averse to both socialism and secu-
larism on one hand and on the other at
the back of their mind is Hindutava,
Hindu Rashrashtra and Social Status
Quo (Graded inequality “intent is clear
but only time will tell how far they can
go? Obviously, the path is full pitfalls
and inherit dangers.

Coming to the debate and discussion in
the Constituent Assembly on these
words of Socialist and Secular, it is true
it was intensively discussed and debated
and the pilot of the draft constitution
Babasaheb Ambedkar explained and
answered each and every aspect of these
two words. First, the word secular,
Babasaheb was asked that you say India
that is Bharat will be a secular country
but the word secular does not exist in
the entire constitution. His answer was
classic. He said that all the relevant pro-
visions, especially in the articles on
fundamental rights and the directives of
state policy, in the constitution speak
loudly that India will be a secular coun-
try. Second, the word socialist, he
amply explained that he would not
favour tying a newly independent state
to any political ‘ism’ and added that the
aim and object was to make India a wel-
fare state as compared to the concept of
democratic socialism prevalent in
Europe and all necessary provisions

have been made in the document to gov-
ern India. It is as simple as that.
Babasaheb Ambedkar, a visionary
leader was not oblivious, to my mind, of
the underlying current of ‘Hindutava’
supported by the right wing Hindus and
also the political thinking of the left
wingers; communists and socialists.
Following the theory of middle path of
Gautama the Buddha, his conscious
keeper, Babasaheb skillfully avoided
these two volatile and controversial
words of socialist and secular from the
constitution. Here lies the farsighted

iy s
e ¥

=

Bhagwat

approach and wisdom of the father of
the constitution. Nothing has changed

ONE MAN
‘7., 1 ONE VOTE

My

7 ONE VALUE

RIS DA, (EWRTLTIOSRY, BIGHT

with the insertion of these words in the
constitution in 1976 and, to mind, noth-
ing will change by removing these
words now as demanded and proposed
by the votaries of Hindutava. These
words could have been deleted in 43rd
and 44th amendments introduced and
adopted to undue the perceived mis-
takes done during the emergency but it
was not done. The crux of the matter is
that anybody who would try to tinker
with the basic structures and fundamen-
tals of the constitution will be opposed
tooth and nail by ‘we the people of
India’. India is India because of the con-
stitution of India.

Babasaheb Ambedkar himself said that
you give a bad constitution to good peo-
ple; they will prove it good and you
give a good constitution to bad people;
they would prove it bad. We need to be
good to do well. Apart from the letter
and spirit of the constitution, we need to

inculcate constitutional morality in
implementing the constitution which,
unfortunately, is missing from our apti-
tude. We need to have knowledgeable
that is Gyansheel people in our august
houses of legislation to take India for-
ward as visualized by Babasaheb
Ambedkar. He said, “If I may use the
words of Buddha he said that man
requires two things: one is Gyan and
other is Sheel. Gyan without sheel is
very dangerous. It must be accompanied
by Sheel by which we mean character,
moral courage, ability to be independ-
ent of any kind of temptation, truthful to
ones ideals. I am very keen to see that
no member enters this august assembly
who does not possess Sheel in adequate
degree.”

One or two final takes before I con-
clude this long analysis of a lay man —
One, Given the track record, many peo-
ple, particularly among the dalits, do
not believe the ruling dispensation and
their ideological mentor RSS on their
pronouncements on Babasaheb
Ambedkar and the constitution. [ am not
one among them. If they profess that
they believe in Ambedkar and his lega-
cy and the Constitution of India which
is called Ambedkar’s Constitution, let it
be. We should take them on their face
value till they prove themselves other-
wise. If they have started liking
Ambedkar and his legacy, it is good —
the more the merrier. Second, I am a
firm supporter of the Samrasta Chapter
of RSS as it exactly fits in the lofty
ideal of fraternity shrined in the pream-
ble of the constitution. India needs an
inclusive society where the majority,
main stream of the society, lives in tan-
dem and harmony with the minorities;
especially the largest Islamic minority.
Let us rise above the petty vested inter-
ests and search for the way forward to
make India a developed country by
2047 as visualized by PM Narendra
Modi. I recall poetry of Allma Igbal
which may give us some food for
thought —
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India and Pakistan have been enemies s ince
1947 when British India was divided into two
countries. India accuses Pakistan of support-
ing terrorist groups that attack India. Pakistan
denies these claims. There are intelligence
reports that China is helping Pakistan to
rebuild the terrorist camps with modern tech-
nology to avoid detection.
This is briefly examines the evidence and
major incidents that have shaped this conflict.
Background
The main dispute between India
and Pakistan is over Kashmir, a
region both countries claim. In the
1980s, Pakistan helped train fight-
ers during the Russian war in
Afghanistan. Once Russians left
Afghanistan, Pakistan used these
same methods to support groups
fighting against India in Kashmir.
Major Terrorist Attacks
In 2001 Indian Parliament Attack
On December 13, 2001, five gun-
men attacked India’s Parliament
building in New Delhi, killing 14 peo-
ple. India blamed two groups, Jaish-e-
Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba. Both
groups allegedly working hand in glove with
Pakistan’s intelligence service (ISI).
2008 Mumbai Attacks
This was the most famous terrorist attack. In
November 2008, ten gunmen killed 166 peo-
ple in Mumbai over four days. The only sur-
viving attacker was Pakistani. Investigations
showed the attack was planned by Lashkar-
e-Taiba with alleged help from Pakistan’s
intelligence services.
2016 Uri Attack
Militants killed 19 Indian soldiers at a military
base in Kashmir. India blamed Pakistan-
based terrorists and responded with military

_
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strikes across the border.

2019 Pulwama Attack

A suicide bomber killed 40 Indian soldiers in
Kashmir.  Jaish-e-Mohammed  claimed
responsibility. India responded with airstrikes
on terrorist camps in Pakistan, nearly leading
to war between the two nuclear-armed coun-
tries.

Terrorist Groups with Pakistani Links
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)

Founded in the 1990s, this group focuses on
Kashmir and has been linked to many attacks
in India, including Mumbai
2008. Many countries have
declared it a terrorist organi-
zation.

Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
This group was responsible
for the 2001 Parliament
attack and 2019 Pulwama
attack. It operates mainly
from Pakistan and is interna-
tionally recognized as a ter-
rorist organization.

Above are the two are main
terrorists groups. From these
there are many splinter groups.

United Nations

The UN has officially designated several
Pakistan-based individuals and groups as ter-
rorists, including:

1. Masood Azhar
Mohammed)

2. Hafez Saeed (alleged founder of Lashkar-
e-Taiba)

United States

The US State Department regularly express-
es concerns about terrorist groups operating
in Pakistan. While recognizing some
Pakistani cooperation, America wants
Pakistan to do more against terrorism. But in
contradiction it also supplies weapons in form

(leader of Jaish-e-

aid.

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

In 2018, this international organization put
Pakistan on a “grey list” for not doing enough
to stop terrorist financing. This hurt Pakistan’s
economy and international reputation.
Pakistan’s Response

Pakistan’s government says:

1. It does not support terrorism as official pol-
icy

2. Terrorist groups act without government
permission

3. Pakistan is also a victim of terrorism

4. The country has taken strong action
against terrorists

Pakistan points to military operations against
militants and new laws to fight terrorism
financing.

Recent Developments

Intelligence reports from 2024-2025 suggest:
1.Pakistan may be rebuilding terrorist training
camps

2. These camps use advanced technology to
avoid detection with help from China

3. Continued training of militants to attack
India

The Truth

It is difficult to know the complete truth
because:

A. Both countries use propaganda

B. Intelligence claims may be politically moti-
vated

C. The relationship between Pakistan’s gov-
ernment and terrorist groups is complex

Current Situation

The terrorism issue remains a major problem
between India and Pakistan. Recent allega-
tions suggest terrorist camps are being rebuilt
with better technology. International pressure
continues on Pakistan to take stronger action

against terrorist groups.

Conclusion

Evidence from major terrorist attacks, inter-
national investigations, and UN designa-
tions suggests connections between
Pakistani institutions and terrorist groups
targeting India. While Pakistan denies offi-
cial support for terrorism, the pattern of
incidents and international concern contin-
ues.

Solving this problem requires genuine
commitment from Pakistan to stop terrorist
groups and broader efforts to resolve the
underlying political disputes, especially
over Kashmir. The main problem is who do
you talk to. The Pakistan govt and its min-
isters are puppets to the establishment or
the deep state.

The international community must continue
pressuring Pakistan with threat of putting
Pakistan into FATF. It is only than the
Pakistan govt and the Deep State will lis-
ten.
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