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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r checkatrade
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

o _

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl, Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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before buying hiring/contracting through the ads published in the newspaper. The Samaj Weekly is business of selling space and claims made by the advertisers are not tested/confirmed by any source.
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Jai Bhim - Jai Bharat

We are organized

3drnd|DryAmbedkar,
International|Convention
Parisi2025

On Saturday, 28th June 2025

Timing: 11:00 am to 5:00 pm

At: ZAIQA HALL

13 Av. des Entrepreneurs, 95400 Villiers-le-Bel

With the very successful 1"& 2™ international conventions on Dr Ambedkar, life
struggle and mission on the 2014 and 2016, Shri Guru Ravidass Sabha, Paris
FRANCE have resolved to organize the 3” Dr Ambedkar International Convention on
Saturday, 28 june 2025 in Paris, France one of the world prestigious centers.

rFII:'ItR'I'E.ﬂ'uI"'«IIZII"'.IIE EFFORTS/SPONSORS: i

Shri Guru Ravidass Sabha, Paris

Shri Guru Ravidass Sabha, U.K and Abroad

Dr Ambedkar international Mission

All the Shri Guru Ravidass sabhas in U.K

(Holland, Belgium, Germen, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Austria,

Canada, USA and others European)

All the Bhagwan Valmiki sabhas in UK and in European Union
af“" the Bahujan organization in Europe.

>

For any formation: -

SHRI GURU RAVIDASS BHAWAN (PARIS)

97 Rue Anatole France 93120 La Courneuve France

E-mail: sgrsp@hotmail.fr 0033148382188

Parmindra Art Press
ETHO66-6T400
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11¢th UN Intl Yoga Day British
Parliament: Faith in Healing

SAMAJ WEEKLY UK

LONDON- The Ayurveda Centre of Excellence
supported by the APPG Indian Traditional
Sciences celebrated UN Int’l Yoga Day for the
11th consecutive year at the Houses of Commons
on Tuesday 17th June 2025. Bob Blacman MP
warmly hosted over a hundred participants cele-
brating ‘Unity Within the Diversity’ of our inter-
national family of faiths in the British Parliament.
The Proposal to delegates attending was to collab-
orate on preparing a White Paper on Integrative
HealthCare as an essential contribution to the rad-
ical reform of the NHS in the UK.

The Independent Report on the NHS in
September 2024 by Professor Lord Darzi for the
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care,
called on Prime Minister, Sir Keir Starmer to
make ongoing financial support for the NHS con-
ditional upon the immediate cost savings and
greater efficiency advised in the report.
Integrative healthcare is expanding rapidly in
response to the growing demand for a more
People-Centric approach to wellness and a deeper
understanding that ill-health is due to an imbal-
ance in the various levels of our life and the rela-
tionships between the different systems of mental,
physical and societal life on an individual and a
collective level.

Our contributions as leaders in our societies gives
us the opportunity to collaborate so that together
we can create meaningful change in the lives of
our people and thereby in the quality of life of our
interdependent global family members. The prior-
ity in our time is life in the direction of world
peace, which not only tolerates but embraces dif-
ference on the basis of greater unity. International
Yoga Day is International Unity Day.

VIP Guest via zoom Dr. Manoj Nesari, MD(Ay),
PhD. has thirty years’ experience in Ayurvedic
academia, clinical practices, policy planning,
international cooperation and public Health. He is
the Advisor to the Government of India at
Ministry of AYUSH to advise on policy matters
relating to improving health of citizens, integrat-
ing Ayurveda and other Indian traditional systems
of medicine in public health care delivery,
strengthening and capacity building the infrastruc-
ture as well as human resource of doctors, sup-
porting staff etc. He is the head for the
International Cooperation of Ministry of AYUSH.
“] appreciate your initiative of integrating faith
aspects under the broad umbrella of Integrative
healthcare. This is more so important especially in
the western community in the light of their insis-
tence on Double Blind Randomised Clinical Trials
in studying the efficacy of a drug or intervention.
The topic of faith you have chosen for this Intl
Yoga Day is very much appropriate for the philos-
ophy of Yoga, that primarily promotes the con-
joining of the soul with the spirit in our search for
peace, security, happiness.

At the outset, Mr Bhamra, I congratulate you for
the wvarious initiatives the APPG Indian
Traditional Sciences have taken under your lead-
ership.

The Launch of the Ayurveda Centre of Excellence
(ACE) in October 2024 is a major milestone of
your movement for promoting Indian Culture and
Ayurveda in UK.

Preparing a White Paper on Integrative Health
Care is a fundamental requirement to bring
reforms in the NHS in UK. This is a major step

taken by the ACE, which may play a pivotal role
in reshaping the NHS.

Faith and belief play vital roles in people for
restoring their health. There could be different
applications of faith from culture to culture, the
modus operandi could be different from region to
region. However, the fundamental logic remains
the same behind all the practices of faith.

I recall an English story, wherein a young girl is
depicted as suffering with some incurable disease
and lying on her bed, she keeps watching a tree
through a window adjacent to her bed. Being the
winter, many leaves are shaded every day. She
believes that she will have her last breath when the
last leaf falls. Her friend, an artist, paints leaves in
the shivering cold of night. Every morning, she
looks out and finds that they are still green and
fresh. Gradually she recovers, gets out of the bed
and goes closer to the window to find that those
were the real looking paintings on the leafless
branches. She thinks of her friend and sends an
invite. Later she learns that because continuous
exposure to the bone chilling cold, her friend has
succumbed to pneumonia.

The moral of the story is she recovers because of

Portugal. Prof Dr Yash Gupta FRCS UK. Dr

Ravishankar Polisetty India. Dr Vivek Kaul UK.
Kavita Khanna (wife of the late legendary actor
and four-time MP from Punjab’s Gurdaspur con-
stituency Vinod Khanna.

Dr Rishi Handa Sanskrit UK. Robin Marsh UPF
UK. Swamini Atmaprakashananda Saraswati UK.
Tomas Pfeiffer Czech Republic. Mandip Singh
Gurdwara Aid UK.

Dr Bhavana Pandya NHS Consultant UK.

Sukhvinder Singh Gill Sant Nirankari Mission
UK. Trupti Patel Hindu Forum Britain.
Contribution of Param Singh MBE City Sikhs is
included hereunder as he could not attend the
event in person and the zoom connection could
not be secured:

“It’s an honour to be here in Parliament, to reflect

mental upliftment driven by her strong faith. It is
immaterial whether those faiths are related to reli-
gion or not.

The cultural traditions organize these faiths in the
hearts of a large set of the population of every
country by virtue of rules of guidance and a set of
practices. Thank you and wishing you much
progress with the good efforts of the UK parlia-
mentary community”.

Special Guests who also spoke:

The Lord Ranger of Northwood, Gurinder Joshan
MP. The Lord Hussain of Luton.

Bob Blackman CBE MP. The Rt Hon John
McDonnell MP. Virendra Sharma Ex MP.

Prof. Dr. Tanuja Nesari MD (Ayu) PhD Ministry
of Ayush Government of India.

Swami Dr Jose Rague Brazil. Dr Dimple Devadas
NHS GP UK. Dr Joaquim Jose Da Costa Jorge

on the role of faith and tradition in building a
healthier, more compassionate society. From a
Sikh perspective, healing isn’t just about curing
illness — it’s about achieving balance across
body, mind, and spirit, and living in harmony with
others and the world around us. Guru Nanak, the
founder of the Sikh faith, taught that wellbeing
comes from ethical living, stillness of mind, serv-
ice to others, and connection to something greater
than ourselves. Later, Guru Har Rai, the seventh
Guru, became known for establishing herbal dis-
pensaries and training natural healers. He recog-
nised the importance of caring for people’s physi-
cal and emotional health as part of spiritual prac-
tice. These ideas were deeply informed by the
broader Indian tradition of holistic healing,
including Ayurveda, Yoga, and plant-based medi-
cine. This was, in many ways, an early form of

integrated care — where knowledge systems
worked together to support the whole person.
Today, modern science increasingly validates that
view. Research shows that integrative health
approaches — blending conventional medicine
with traditional practices like meditation, nutri-
tion, and community care — can help manage
chronic disease, reduce healthcare costs, and
improve quality of life. We’re rediscovering what
many traditions have long known: that healing is
multidimensional. This understanding isn’t unique
to the Indian subcontinent. The UK has its own
rich heritage of spiritual healing — from the holy
wells of Wales and Cornwall to pilgrimage sites
like Walsingham and Glastonbury, where people
have long sought renewal and restoration. Even
today, the NHS recognises spiritual care as an
essential part of palliative and holistic health — a
reminder that faith and science can work hand in
hand. This shared insight — across cultures and
centuries — reminds us that health should be
approached in its full depth. So, as we explore
new models of integrated care, we should remain
open to both scientific evidence and the wisdom
of our traditions — because there is real potential
for synergy and alignment between the two.
Thank you.”

Video recorded messages were very kindly
received from the following and together with all
the above speakers will be upload on our YouTube
by early next month:

1. The Head Monk of the London Buddhist Vihara
and the Chief Sangha Nayaka of Great Britain the
Most Venerable Bogoda Seelawimala UK

2. Bhai Sahiba, Bibiji Inderjit Kaur Sikh Dharma
wife of late Siri Singh Sahib Bhai Sahib
Harbhajan Singh Khalsa Yogiji Kundalini Yoga
3. Swami Brahmaswarupananda Pectadish of
Brahma Vidya Peetham Trinidad & Tobago

4. Rev Gideon Reuben Senior Minister at Slough
Baptist Church UK

5. Swami Anubhavananda Saraswati Be Happy
spiritual guide, educator, speaker and writer
Canada

6. Dr Tony Nader neuroscientist, researcher and
leader of the Transcendental Meditation move-
ment USA

7. Chief Imam Umer Ahmed Ilyasi is the global
face of the Imam Organization and therefore,
represent it at all the international forums of
religion, spirituality and interfaith dialogue
India

8. Swami Suryananda Saraswati Italy
Yogakaar, spoke of a truly holistic wellness
venture that integrates Traditional Yoga and
Ayurveda with modern medicine. A venture co-
founded by one of India’s top most wellness
expert Shirish Gupta and Kamakhya Prasad Das
a medical doctor along with their colleagues
Jeeta Mona and Sweta Mohanty who arrived
exclusively from India.

Ambassador for Ayurveda Awards were offered
to Hon. Dr Pawan Kumar Sharma (Ires Ayush
Samriddhi India), Ranjula Madhani MBE UK
and Ayurveda Ratna to Dr Joaquim Jose Da
Costa Jorge Portugal.

Bob Blackman MP officially released a book
“Journey Across Boundaries” by

Dr Rajinder Pal Singh a renowned consultant
and transplant surgeon in Manchester
University Hospitals. Dr Singh is also hopeful
that his pathbreaking research with a fusion of
ancient and modern sciences will take a great
leap forward.




19 22/06/2025

SAMAJ WEEKLY
UK-

On June 19, 2025,

China, Pakistan, and

Bangladesh held their

inaugural trilateral
meeting in Kunming,
Yunnan Province,

marking what many
media and security
analysts view as an
escalation in the strate-
gic encirclement of
India.

The Multi-Front
Threat Emerges
Despite official claims
that the trilateral
framework is ‘“not
directed at any third
party,” the first trilater-
al meeting of China-
Pak-Bangladesh n
Kunming has increased
India’s concerns, being
seen as a sign of a new
security threat for
India. There are warn-
ings that the country
must now “prepare for
3.5 front war” as these
three nations coordi-
nate their strategic
positions.

Recent intelligence
reports indicate that
China is collecting data
from its fighter jets and
other weapons used in
action by Pakistan,

India-

the
Pakistan conflict into a
rich intelligence oppor-
tunity for China.

turning

This  technological
transfer and intelli-
gence sharing signifi-
cantly enhances the
combined threat.

Bangladesh: The
Unexpected Third
Front

The growing closeness
between Bangladesh
and Pakistan is fueling
speculations that
Pakistan may be using
Bangladesh as a proxy,
supplying logistics and
ammunition to aid in

military  maneuvers
against India. Reports
suggest that
Bangladesh has
deployed Turkish-
made Bayraktar

drones, adding a new
technological threat.
Water Warfare

In April 2025, India
suspended the World
Bank-mediated Indus
Waters Treaty of 1960
with Pakistan follow-
ing a terrorist attack in
Kashmir that killed 25
Indian  tourists.This
suspension has created
ripple effects across
regional water security

Special

discussions.

Some analysts have
expressed  concerns
that India’s suspension
of the Indus Waters
Treaty “could prompt
China to block the
Brahmaputra  River,
which supplies around
30 percent of India’s
fresh water and about
44 percent of its total
hydropower potential.”
There are growing fear
that China may lever-
age the Brahmaputra
river as a strategic tool
against India, mirroring
the water disputes that
have featured featured
india-pakistan conflict.
The trilateral format
demonstrates China’s
ability to create alter-
native regional
arrangements that
exclude India, poten-
tially weakening New
Delhi’s influence in
South Asian affairs.
This is a diplomatic
win for China.

India’s Response
Strategy

India’s strategic plan-
ners are now forced to
recalibrate their
defense posture to
address this multi-front
challenge. The coun-
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China-Bangladesh-Pakistan Trilateral Meeting:
A Growing Multi-Front Threat to India

try’s military doctrine,
historically  focused
primarily on Pakistan
while acknowledging
the “potential threat
from China,” must now
account for coordinat-
ed action from three
directions simultane-
ously.

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has
already warned

Bal Ram Sampla

Pakistan that New
Delhi would target
“terrorist  hideouts”
across the border again
if there were new
attacks on India, sig-
naling a more aggres-
sive posture n
response to these
emerging threats.

The success of this tri-
lateral initiative in cre-
ating sustained pres-
sure on India will

largely depend on the
level of operational

coordination these
three  nations can
achieve.

For India, the emer-
gence of this trilateral
threat requires a fun-
damental rethinking
of its security. The
country must now pre-
pare for scenarios that
were previously con-
sidered unlikely -
simultaneous pressure
from multiple fronts,

coordinated water
warfare, and techno-
logical cooperation

among its adversaries.
The trilateral meeting
in Kunming may well
be remembered as the
moment when India’s
strategic thinking
shifted from ‘manag-
ing bilateral chal-
lenges to confronting
a coordinated multi-
front threat matrix’.
How India responds to
this challenge will
determine not just its
regional standing, but
its long-term security
and strategic autono-
my.
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The Impact of Canadian Security Agency Assessment on the Khalistan Movement

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK-
The relationship between Canada
and India has become increasingly
strained over issues related to
Khalistan advocacy and security
concerns. Recent developments
have seen Canadian security agen-
cies formally acknowledge threats
posed by certain elements within
the Khalistan movement, marking a
significant shift in the official
Canadian position on these activi-
ties.

The Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) has documented
concerns about Khalistan activities
in its official reporting. According to
CSIS’s 2024 annual report,
“Khalistani extremists continue to
operate from within Canada, raising
funds, promoting propaganda, and
planning violent acts — with India
as their primary target”.

This represents the first time that
Canada’s intelligence agency has
officially acknowledged these activi-
ties as a security concern. That is
something former PM Trudeau
refused to acknowledge. He regard
it as freedom of speech.

The report states that “while there
were no CBKE-related attacks in
Canada in 2024, ongoing involve-
ment in violent activities by CBKES
continue to pose a national security
threat to Canada and Canadian
interests”.

This double threat is big admit-
tance!

The security concerns are not
entirely new. In 2020, veteran
Canadian journalist Terry Milewski

substantial implications for several
reasons:
Firstly, there seems to be a funda-

mental shift in how Canadian
authorities assess these Khalistani
activities. This may lead to
increased surveillance, investiga-
tion, and potential legal action
against groups deemed threaten-

ing.

Secondly, the official documentation
provides a framework for enhanced
cooperation between Canadian and
Indian security agencies. This may
restrict the operational freedom that
some groups have previously
enjoyed on Canadian soil.

warned that  “the
Khalistan project is
sponsored by Pakistan,
and it is detrimental to
the national security of
not only India but
Canada as well”
(Milewski, 2020).

Impact on the Canadian
Based Khalistani
Extremists ( CBKE)

Bal Ram Sampla

Diplomatic Implications

The formal acknowledg-
ment by CSIS has signif-
icant implications for
Canada-India diplomatic
relations. The documen-
tation provides official
validation of Indian secu-
rity concerns that have
been raised for years.
This development could

The CSIS acknowledgment repre-
sents a considerable challenge for
Khalistani groups operating in
Canada. The intelligence agency
formally document their activities as
a national security threat carries

potentially influence
future diplomatic engagements and
cooperation agreements between
the two nations.
However, the situation remains
complex, as some Canadian have

also acknowledged threats against
Canadian residents from India.

Conclusion

The CSIS assessment appears to
mark a shift from Canada’s previ-
ously more tolerant stance toward a
more security-focused approach.
However, the impact will likely vary
depending on whether their activi-
ties fall within the bounds of pro-
tected political expression or cross
into the realm of activities deemed
threatening by security agencies.

Moving forward, this development
may influence how Khalistan move-
ment operates in Canada, poten-
tially forcing a clearer distinction
between peaceful political activism
and activities that security agencies
consider extremist or threatening.
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What is the plight of Dalits in India today?

(Asian independent) The situation of
Dalits in India today is a story of
progress intertwined with persistent
challenges. Dalits, historically known
as “untouchables” and officially catego-
rized as Scheduled Castes (SCs),
make up about 16.6% of India’s popu-
lation—roughly 200 million people, per
the 2011 Census. Despite constitution-
al safeguards, affirmative action, and
socio-economic gains, they continue to
face systemic discrimination, violence,
and inequality, rooted in the caste sys-
tem’s enduring legacy. The current
date being April 07, 2025, allows us to
draw from recent trends and develop-
ments.

Constitutional and Legal Framework

India’s Constitution abolished untouch-
ability under Article 17 and provides
protections against discrimination
(Article 15) while mandating affirmative
action through reservations in educa-
tion, employment, and politics (Articles
15(4) and 16(4)). The Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989
(amended in 2015), aims to curb caste-
based violence and discrimination,
offering stringent penalties for offend-
ers. These measures have enabled
significant upward mobility: Dalits like
Ram Nath Kovind (President,
2017-2022) and Jagjivan Ram (former
Deputy Prime Minister) exemplify polit-
ical success, while reservation policies
have boosted literacy rates (from
21.4% in 1961 to 66.1% in 2011) and
access to government jobs.

Socio-Economic Progress

Economically, Dalits have made
strides. The National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-2021) shows
improvements in health indicators like
infant mortality and access to sanita-
tion, though gaps with upper castes
persist. A 2023 study by the Indian
Institute of Dalit Studies noted that
Dalit entrepreneurship has grown, with
over 10% of MSMEs (micro, small, and
medium enterprises) in states like
Tamil Nadu and Punjab now owned by
SC individuals, aided by schemes like
the Stand-Up India initiative.
Urbanization has also weakened caste
barriers in some contexts, with Dalits
increasingly visible in white-collar pro-
fessions.

Yet, disparities remain stark. The 2021
Periodic Labour Force Survey indicat-
ed that SCs earn about 20-30% less
than upper castes for similar work, and
their land ownership is disproportion-
ately low (less than 10% of total agri-
cultural land despite being a significant
rural population). Poverty rates among
Dalits are higher—around 30% com-

pared to the national average of 21%
(World Bank, 2022)—and access to
quality education and healthcare lags
in rural areas.

Violence and Discrimination

Violence against Dalits remains a
pressing concern. The National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) reported
50,291 crimes against SCs in 2022, a
1.2% increase from 2021,
including murders, rapes, and
assaults. High-profile cases—
like the 2020 Hathras gang
rape and murder of a Dalit girl
in Uttar Pradesh, or the 2024
killing of a Dalit man in Tamil
Nadu for marrying an upper-
caste woman—highlight the
brutality still meted out to
assert caste dominance. In

force. The Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
led by Mayawati, and leaders like
Chandrashekhar Azad of the Bhim
Army amplify their voice, though the
BSP’s influence has waned since its
2007 Uttar Pradesh victory. The 2024
Lok Sabha elections saw 84 reserved
SC constituencies, ensuring represen-
tation, yet critics argue that main-
stream parties often tokenize Dalit
leaders without addressing structural
issues.

Socially, Dalit assertion is
growing. Movements
inspired by B.R. Ambedkar,
the architect of India’s
Constitution and a Dalit
icon, fuel activism through
. literature, protests, and digi-
tal platforms. On X, hash-
tags like #DalitLivesMatter

rural areas, “honor crimes” SR Darapuri, treng during incidents of vio-
and social boycotts persist, National lence, reflecting global soli-
often triggered by inter-caste  President, All darity and local outrage.
relationships or perceived |ndia People’s However, this assertion
transgressions. Front sometimes provokes back-

Discrimination is subtler but pervasive
in urban settings. Studies, such as a
2023 survey by Oxfam India, found that
27% of Dalits faced workplace bias,
and rental discrimination in cities like
Delhi and Mumbai remains common,
with landlords refusing Dalit tenants.
Manual scavenging—a dehumanizing
practice officially banned—continues to
employ over 50,000 people, mostly
Dalits, despite government claims of
eradication, as per a 2024 Safai
Karmachari Andolan report.

Political and Social Mobilization

Politically, Dalits are a formidable

lash from upper-caste
groups, as seen in clashes over
Ambedkar statues or temple entry dis-
putes.

Regional Variations

The Dalit experience varies widely. In
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, strong
anti-caste movements (e.g., Dravidian
politics and Ambedkarite Buddhism)
have fostered relative empowerment,
though atrocities persist. In Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, feudal structures sus-
tain caste oppression, with Dalits often
trapped in bonded labor or targeted by
dominant castes like Yadavs or
Rajputs. Kerala stands out with higher

social indicators for Dalits, thanks to
decades of communist-led reforms.

Current Challenges and Government
Response

The BJP-led government since 2014
has emphasized schemes like Skill
India and Swachh Bharat, claiming
benefits for marginalized groups,
including Dalits. In March 2025, Union
Minister Anurag Thakur cited increased
budgetary allocations for SC welfare
(%1.59 lakh crore in 2024-25) as evi-
dence of commitment. Yet, critics,
including the National Campaign on
Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR), argue
that implementation is weak, and the
rise of Hindu nationalism has embold-
ened upper-caste impunity. The dilu-
tion of the SC/ST Act in 2018 (later
reversed due to protests) and delays in
atrocity case convictions (conviction
rate below 30%, per NCRB 2022) fuel
distrust.

Conclusion
The plight of Dalits in India today is one
of resilience amid adversity. Legal pro-
tections and affirmative action have
spurred progress, lifting millions into
education, employment, and political
power. Yet, systemic violence, eco-
nomic inequality, and everyday dis-
crimination reveal the caste system’s
stubborn grip, particularly in rural and
northern states. While Dalits are no
longer the voiceless outcasts of history,
their security and dignity remain contin-
gent on region, enforcement of laws,
and society’s willingness to confront its
casteist undercurrents. The trajectory
is upward but uneven, with full equality
still a distant goal.

Courtesy: grok.com




www.samajweekly.com

The Bits and Pieces — As 1 Please -2

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK
Confluence of India and
Central Asia through the
Ages — India Islamic
Cultural Centre (IICC)
hosted a book discussion
on the book edited by
Syed Akhtar Hussain
‘Confluence of India and
Central Asia through the
Ages’ on June 15 which
was presided over by
President of IICC,
Salman Khurshid. The
Panelists to discuss the
book were eminent intel-
lectuals, Prof Sanjiv
Kumar Pandey and my
senior colleagues in
diplomacy, Ambassador
Suresh Goel and
Ambassador Sikand
Tayal. Though I could not
make it to the function yet
my interest in the matters
of India’s relations with
Central Asia motivated
me to write something in
this regard. It was just a
co-incident that I replaced
Ambassador Suresh Goel
as Director of Central
Asia in 1997 in the MEA
and also worked with
Ambassador Sikand Tayal
in EE Division of MEA 1

1989-91. Ambassador
Tayal later served as
Ambassador to

Uzbekistan. It will not be
irrelevant to add that I
learnt quite a lot about the
confluence of India and
Central Asia from the
audio-video tapes which
were left by Ambassador
Suresh Goel in the cup-
board of Director (Central
Asia)’s office room.

India and Central Asia
share deep historical and
cultural ties, with recent
efforts focused on
strengthening connectivi-
ty, trade, energy coopera-
tion, and security partner-
ships. The two regions are
seen as natural allies with
a shared interest in
regional stability and
prosperity. We consider
Central Asia as our
‘extended neighborhood’
as the border of Tajikistan
is just about 10 kms. from
POK which ultimately
belongs to India. During
my tenure as Director of
the Central Asia Division

of MEA, I observed that
then EAM Jaswant Singh
was much interested in
reviving and nurturing
cultural bonds  with
Central Asian countries.
On his initiative, India
observed and commemo-
rated Bairam Khan jointly
with Turkmenistan in
1999-2000. The then
Couture Minister, Ananth
Kumar headed the delega-
tion for the purpose of
which I was a member.
PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and President of
Kyrgyzstan, Askar
Akayev jointly released
the Hindi version of the
Kirghizia epic ‘Manas’ in
New Delhi in 1999-2000.
The songs and music of
Bollywood movies are
very popular in Central
Asia. | witnessed this per-
sonally at a remote vil-
lage of Turkmenistan at
the border of Iran during
my visit with a team to
study rail connectivity
with landlocked Central
Asia through the Iranian
port Bandar Abbas in
1999. Our Turkmenistan

L4 Y
Ramesh Chander
The writer is A
Retired Career
Diplomat.

hosts arranged a lunch at
the house of the village
head. It was a traditional
lunch spread on the carpet
(Dastarkhan) in big trays
(Praat) in the sitting
room. [ noticed that in a
corner of the room there
were photos of Hema
Malini of the film Sita aur
Geeta and of Mithun
Chakarvorty of the Disco
Dancer. Just to add to the
pleasantness of the hos-
pitable occasion, I asked
whether they liked and
enjoyed Indian films.
There was a spontaneous
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response in Yes. The vil-
lage head called the
women folk of the house
in and asked them to sing
the famous song — Jimmy
Jimmy for us. The ladies
were visibly elated and so
were we.

As regards the book,
Confluence of India and
Central Asia through the
Ages is a compendium of
papers presenting the
colourful past and prom-
ising future of Central
and South Asia. Scholars
have discussed Buddhism
as the leitmotif of the Silk
Route, criss-crossing
Asia, in this book. The
volume also deals with
Persian and Urdu texts
which demonstrate the
cultural richness of the
regions. Equally good
number of chapters in the
book gives insight into
connectivity, multilateral-
ism, threats of terrorism
to and hopes of peaceful
coexistence and coopera-
tion for India and Central
Asia.

Sports Hub at Burlton
Park in Jalandhar — Last
week, aiming to restore
Jalandhar’s legacy as the
‘Sports Capital of India,’
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and Aam
Aadmi Party national
convener Arvind Kejriwal
laid the foundation stone
for setting up of a Sports
Hub at Burlton Park in
Jalandhar.

The Burlton Park
remained and retained its

i

glory even after renaming
it I the past as Gandhi

Stadium and Bishan
Singh Bedi Stadium and
is still known as Burlton
Park. According to some
reports, the famous crick-
eter, Harbhajan Singh
(Bhaji) who spent his

formative cricketing
years at the Park has been
asked to suggest a new
and befitting name to one
of the important land-
marks of Jalandhar. It has
also been reported that ‘as
per the historians, the
Burlton Park was named
after Major David
Burlton, who was a
British Commander and
was instrumental in estab-
lishing the contemporary
Jalandhar. The cricket sta-
dium in the park used to
be the venue of interna-
tional-level cricket
matches till 1994. Till
2006, the hockey stadium
inside the park has been
the venue for the India-
Pakistan series.
Interestingly, the Burlton
Park has also been the
venue for shooting of old
Bollywood movies like

‘Pardes’ and ‘Mera Gaon
Mera Des’ among others.
The revamping of Burlton
Park would include facili-
ties for international
hockey and cricket apart
from other sports disci-
plines. It is a welcome
initiative of the
Government of Punjab.

The Sports Hub at
Burlton Park will be a
befitting recognition to
the sports icons like
Cricketer Lala Amar Nath
and his and his worthy
sons Mohinder and
Surinder, Hockey
Olympians Pargat Singh,

Ajit Pal Singh, Surjit
Singh, Turbanator
Harbhajan Bhaiji among
others. Incidentally,
Minister Mohinder
Bhagat representative of
Jalandhar in the
Government is himself a
leading  manufacturers

and exporter of sports
goods. My own cherished
memories of Burlton Park

beginning my childhood
and later an alumnus
nearby Jalandhar DAV
College are still intact at
the back of my mind —
enjoying international
and national cricket
matches, listening to PM
Jawaharlal Nehru along
with my father, participat-
ing in the National Day
parades as NCC cadet etc.
Let us hope the new proj-
ect to revive the glory of
Burlton Park is completed
well in time and does fall
prey to political machina-
tions.

Food for thought -
Ambedkar Phenomena

It has been reported in the

media that Statue of
Babasaheb Ambedkar has
been installed and

unveiled in a school in
Frankfurt. I quote from
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the social media post on
the subject, “A Historic
Milestone for Global
Ambedkarites”.

Just yesterday, a statue of
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar,
who stands as a global
beacon of knowledge,
justice and human digni-
ty, was officially unveiled
at Goethe Public School
in Frankfurt, Germany.
This is a groundbreaking
moment as it marks the
very first installation of
Babasaheb’s statue on
continental European soil,
outside of the United
Kingdom, where a few
statues and busts already
honour his legacy.

This occasion is not just a
tribute to Babasaheb’s
immense intellect and
worldwide impact. It also
serves as a powerful
reminder that the
Ambedkarite movement
is transcending borders,
resonating with interna-
tional institutions dedi-
cated to equality, rational-
ity and education. We
extend our heartfelt con-
gratulations to everyone
who played a role in mak-
ing this historic milestone
a reality — educators,
organizers, and the global
community of
Ambedkarites who are
tirelessly working to
advance Babasaheb’s
mission.

It is a matter of satisfac-
tion to note particularly in
view of the fact that some
anti-social and anti-India
elements both in India
and abroad are trying to
damage Ambedkar’s stat-
ues under one pretext or
the other to promote their
vested interests. More and
more statues and memori-
als of Babasaheb
Ambedkar are coming up
not only in India but
throughout the World

The food for thought is
that ‘it is just not possible
to side-line Ambedkar
and his legacy. Anybody
would do so at ones on
peril.

Meri ada ko dawana to
khair mumkin hai,

Magar nai awam ki awaj
kaun rokega
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Diplomatic relations between nations
often involve complex negotiations and
public statements that can sometimes lead
to misunderstandings or conflicting narra-
tives. A recent exchange between Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S.
President Donald Trump exemplifies how
sovereign nations maintain their diplo-
matic positions while managing bilateral
relationships. This article examines the
latest phone call between Modi and
Trump, focusing on India’s firm rejection
of U.S. mediation claims regarding the
Kashmir conflict.

The Kashmir Escalation and Ceasefire
To fully understand the diplomatic
exchange, it is essential to examine the
events that preceded it. In May 2025,
military tensions escalated between India
and Pakistan over Kashmir, leading to
what became known as “Operation
Sindoor” by Indian forces. The situation
reached a critical point that required
immediate de-escalation efforts.
According to diplomatic sources, the
ceasefire that eventually emerged was the
result of direct bilateral negotiations
between India and Pakistan, with
Pakistan asking for cease fire. This bilat-
eral approach reflects India’s long-stand-

ing policy of handling Kashmir-related
issues directly with Pakistan without
third-party intervention. This bilateral
agreement was confirmed in Simla
Agreement and further confirmed in sub-
sequent agreements ie Lahore
Declaration.

Trump’s Mediation Claims

Following the ceasefire agreement,
President Trump made several public
statements claiming credit for mediating
the resolution. Since May 12, 2025,
Trump repeatedly boasted that his admin-
istration had brokered the ceasefire
understanding between India and
Pakistan. In his announcements, Trump
suggested that the United States played a
crucial role in bringing both nations to
the negotiating table and facilitating the
“full, immediate ceasefire”.

Modi’s Diplomatic Response

During the phone call between the two
leaders, Prime Minister Modi delivered a
clear and unambiguous response to
Trump’s mediation claims. According to
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri’s brief-
ing, Modi “firmly made it clear that India
will not accept any mediation in its deal-
ings with Pakistan and there is biparti-
san/political unity on this issue.”
Clarification of Facts:

Modi explicitly stated that Operation
Sindoor was “paused” following a direct
request from Pakistan, not due to any
U.S. mediation or trade deal offers. This
clarification corrected the narrative that
had been circulating in American politi-
cal circles.

Reaffirmation of Policy:

The Prime Minister reiterated India’s
fundamental position that “India never
accepted mediation, nor will it ever do”
regarding Kashmir-related matters.
Bilateral Emphasis:

Modi emphasized that all talks for the
ceasefire were held directly between
India and Pakistan, without any third-
party involvement, including the United
States.

According to reports, Trump “understood
the issue after hearing the Prime Minister
and expressed support for India’s fight
against terrorism.”

India’s response reflects its consistent
approach to Kashmir since independence.
Modi declined Trump’s offer to visit US
after G7 meeting as he has plans to visit
Croatia. Some newspapers state that
since Asif Munir, Field Marshal of
Pakistan is already in US, Trump was try-
ing ambush Modi into a meeting.

This diplomatic exchange offers several

lessons and the importance of direct,
clear communication between allies to
prevent misunderstandings and maintain
trust.

As India-U.S. relations continue to
evolve, this exchange may serve as a
model for how democratic allies can nav-
igate disagreements.
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Keir Starmer’s U-Turn on Grooming Gangs?

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Seven men were recently convicted
in another Rochdale grooming case
in June 2025. This follows major
scandals in towns like Rotherham,
Telford, Bradford, and Newecastle.
Research shows that 84% of those
convicted for grooming gang crimes
between 2005-2017 were of Asian
background, mostly Pakistani men.
1,400 children were abused, while,
Labour councillors police and
social workers ignored/suppressed
reports for fear of being seen as
racist.

PM Keir Starmer was a former
Director of Public Prosecutions
(DPP), has been under pressure for
delaying a national inquiry. Despite
long-standing demands from vic-
tims, whistle-blowers and increas-
ing public and political pressure.
Starmer has finally announced a full
national inquiry.

He has been accused of delaying for
2 reasons:

1. To Protecting Labour Councils
Most grooming gang scandals hap-
pened in Labour-controlled towns.
The Evidence:

(1). The 2015 Casey Report found
Labour councillors in Rotherham
“covered up the abuse”

(2). GB News found grooming
gangs were ‘“overwhelmingly in

areas where Labour holds big
majorities”
(3). Towns like Rotherham,

Rochdale, Telford, and Bradford
have been Labour strongholds for
decades

(4). Jay Report, 2014, critical of
Labour councillors.

2. Fear of Losing Muslim Votes
Labour desperately needs Muslim
votes in marginal seats. The party
already lost Muslim support over
Gaza in 2024, and can’t afford to
lose more.

For instance:

Muslims make up approximately
over 20% of voters in many Labour
seats.

Britain’s Muslim community is now
large enough and is very influential
politically.

A grooming gangs inquiry might
anger Muslim voters who see it as
targeting their community.

Sikhs And Hindu Organisations
Want National Investigation

Sikh and Hindu communities in the
UK have raised significant concerns
about grooming gangs that have tar-
geted their young women, arguing
that these cases have received
insufficient attention and investiga-
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tion compared to cases involving
white victims. Both communities
have engaged with Parliament seek-
ing national inquiries and proper
accountability. The Sikh organisa-
tion have raising the issue since
1980s.

The Buddhists, Ravidasis and
Valmilki organisations have been
silent and there has no representa-
tion to the government on this
national issue.

The Media Cover-Up

British media calls these criminals
“Asian” instead of “Pakistani.” This
is misleading because:

A. It blames innocent Indian,
Bangladeshi, and other Asian com-
munities

B. It hides the specific pattern of
mostly Pakistani Muslim men in
these gangs

C. It avoids uncomfortable discus-
sions about community and cultural
factors

Pressure From Tommy Robinson
And Elon Musk

Tommy Robinson was one of the
earliest and loudest bringing atten-
tion to grooming gangs. From Luton
with first hand experience he used
inflammatory language. His
activism forced media and politi-
cians to take note of grooming
gangs. He even spoke at Oxford
Union to highlight the issue despite
strong opposition to stop him
attending.

Since acquiring Twitter (now “X”),
Elon Musk has mocked Starmer
reposting clips critical of Starmer’s
role in CPS and quoting posts about
grooming gangs. He nicknamed
Starmer as ¢ Two Tier Keir’.

While neither Elon Musk nor
Tommy Robinson holds public
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office, but their large following has
put enormous pressure on Starmer,
particularly among disaffected vot-
ers and younger online audiences.
The Bottom Line

Starmer has been accused of putting
politics before justice. Serious alle-
gations of protecting Labour’s repu-
tation and Muslim votes rather than
getting justice for victims.

His delayed support for a national
inquiry reflects a broader issue of
political reluctance to confront sen-
sitive realities.

Sarah Champion, Labour MP for
Rotherham, was forced to resign
from Shadow cabinet in 2017 after
writing about the ethnic background
of perpetrators.

The All Party Parliamentary Group
on British Muslims (APPG) has
enormous clout and has recom-
mended a definition of
Islamophobia in 2019. Labour has
yet implement it.

Starmer’s failure and delay to act
has played into hands of the far
right and has given extra media
exposure to likes of Tommy
Robinson, who is the leading right

wing movement and gaining
momentum.
The national enquiry will be

dependent on the terms of reference
given by the Prime Minister. This
will determine the scope and limita-
tion on how it will investigate and
what questions it needs to answer as
well as type of evidence it can con-
sider.

Let’s hope it brings justice to the
victims.
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Speual report : G7 Summit in Canada: Dlplomacy Tes ed Alliances Strained

The leaders of the
comprising the world’s

(Asian independent)
G7,
democracies, convened in Kananaskis,
Alberta, Canada, from June 15 to 17. The
meeting served as a significant demonstra-

wealthiest

tion of the G7’s resolve to maintain unity
during challenging circumstances.

The most recent G7 meeting took place in
Canada in 2018, during which President
Donald Trump, in the early stages of his
presidency, departed from the summit in a
state of anger.

He declined to endorse the concluding joint
statement, issued threats regarding tariffs
against his fellow leaders, and characterised
the Prime Minister of Canada, Justin
Trudeau, as “very dishonest and weak.”
However, on this occasion, Trump departs
from the G7 summit prematurely to address
the

Israel-Iran conflict. It is now widely recog-
nised that Trump’s second presidency is sig-
nificantly more controversial than the first.
The fractures within what can scarcely be
referred to as the “Western family” have
now been thoroughly exposed. In the inter-
im, European initiatives have predominantly
concentrated on preventing a severe rupture
with the United States rather than attempting
to mask the unease stemming from division.
Given this new reality, a successful summit
is characterised by the absence of melodra-
ma or significant confrontation. Mitigating
the damage has emerged as a goal in its own
right.

While Mark Carney has found himself in the
unusual position of hosting a US president
who has repeatedly claimed that his country,
Canada, should be the 51st US state, he has
had to explain to him that his country is not
for sale. For this year’s summit amid a per-
ilous escalation in the Middle East and Mr.
Trump’s reshaping of global alliances.

Also, as soon as Indian PM Narinder Modi
lands at Calgary airport, some Sikhs and

MPs oppose his G7 attendance, citing
India’s human rights record. Despite this,
the new information-sharing pact is a major
step toward normalising relations and
addressing internal security challenges in
both nations.

While the advocacy group Sikhs for Justice
held a day of protests Monday, Modi landed
at the Calgary airport in the evening and
then made his way to the summit in the near-
Then
on Tuesday, condemning Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi as he visits the G7

by wilderness retreat of Kananaskis.

leaders’ summit.

The protest in downtown Calgary included
posters of the leader handcuffed in a prison
jumpsuit and another depicting him behind
bars. The relationship between the two
nations has worsened since Canada accused
Indian Government agents of assassinating

Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a 45-year-old natu-

)
11‘.4

ralised Canadian citizen and prominent
advocate for a separate Sikh homeland in
India. New Delhi calls the claims “absurd”
and “preposterous.” Punjab is uneasy about
India-Canada tensions over the Sikh slaugh-
ter. The controversy damaged India-Canada
ties, prompting diplomatic expulsions in
2023 and 2024.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney is
He

warmly invited Modi to attend the summit,

open-minded and forward-thinking.

despite India’s economic, commercial, mar-
ket, and strategic importance. In this digital
the G7+5, an
alliance of major developing economies, has
and South
Africa as guests in previous years. India,
Brazil, South Africa, Russia, and China
founded the BRICS alliance of developing

countries, which some see as a mirror of the

technology era, informal

invited India, Mexico, Brazil,

G7’s geopolitical and economic competition.
The G7 and invited parties reached a wide
The data
shows India’s 50-year exit from the G7,

consensus on these invitations.

while the invitations emphasise the guests’
economic might outside. With less than 1 per
cent of the world’s GDP, Russia first visited
the G7 in 1992. Meanwhile, the five original
BRICS nations had less than 9 per cent of
world GDP. The G7 accounted for 63 per
cent of global GDP. The G7 -currently
accounts for 44 per cent of global GDP,
whereas the original BRICS have quadru-
pled to 25 per cent. Since becoming the 47th
President of the United States for the second
time on January 21, 2025, Trump’s aggres-
sive, capitalist, and expansionist policies
have caused turmoil in the US and across the
globe. Trump’s terror tariffs and immigra-
tion crackdowns have sparked violent
demonstrations in several US states for the
second time. On April 5, 2025, 1400 sites in
50 US states conducted the first anti-regime
protests.

Now violent demonstrations against immi-
gration deportation continue. Canada joined
in 1976.

The G-8 group included Russia, but it eject-

ed it in 2014 for annexing Crimea. These

gatherings often include other major nations.

France hosted this organisation’s 2019 con-
ference and welcomed India for the first
time. Invitations have continued since.

The world’s fourth biggest economy is India.
India has a greater economy than France,
Italy, Canada, and Japan. Canada needs new
trustworthy partners to address global peace,
law, and order issues. After Justin Trudeau’s
Liberal
Conservatives in 2015, Canada was in high

Party beat Stephen Harper’s

demand worldwide. Now things have
changed. At the summit today (Tuesday),
Prime Minister Modi will address energy
security, technology, and innovation, partic-
ularly the AI-Energy Alliance and quantum
with G7 leaders,

reach nations, and international organisation

challenges, invited out-
leaders.

Canada spent $300 million and $600 million
hosting the G-7 meetings in Huntsville,
Ontario, in 2010 and Charlevoix, Quebec, in
2018. This meeting should deliver important
outcomes.

The Indian Prime Minister may have a
chance to address national interests, diplo-
matic, trade, economic, and military prob-
lems with G-7 and other leaders, as well as
Pakistan’s role in worldwide terrorism.
While Indian political observers say Modi’s
visit may allow Canada and India to rebal-
ance ties. As Canada’s prime minister since
March, Carney has raised hopes of a thaw.
According to former Indian envoy to the US
Meera Shankar, Modi’s trip will “hopefully
mark the beginning of a reset in India’s rela-
tions with Canada, which have plummeted
over the Canadian allegations regarding the
Nijjar case and India’s belief that Canada
indulges Sikh extremism directed against
India.”

She said both sides gain “if the relationship
is stabilised, particularly in a volatile world.
With bilateral trade hitting $9 billion in
2023 and Canadian pension funds investing
$55 billion in India, India and Canada have
strong commercial and interpersonal ties.
About 5 per cent of Canada’s population is
Indian, with roughly 2 million living there.

The US and North America are the top
choices for Indian students pursuing higher
education.

Outstanding issues and relationship implica-
tions

New Delhi and Ottawa are trying to repair
their ties, but Nijjar’s murder remains
unsolved. The group supports “Khalistan,” a
fringe separatist movement seeking an inde-
pendent Sikh state from India. New Delhi
wants stricter steps against India’s banned
Khalistan movement.

On the other hand, Senator Baltej Singh
Dhillon, a former member of the Mounted
Police, wrote in a public essay on Sunday
that “inviting Prime Minister Modi currently
represents a troubling departure from our
principles.” He also stated that “prioritising
short-term strategic calculations over long-

99 <

term democratic values” “sends the message
that trade, and geopolitical interests matter
more than sovereignty, justice, and public
and that

quences for foreign interference in our

trust” “there are no real conse-
democracy.” In the end, the meeting will test
Canada’s global leadership and Carney’s
diplomacy. Canada has a unique opportunity
to establish a host. If this summit goes well,
Canada might become a more vital Western
partner amid high tensions and risks. Canada
may lose credibility for years if it doesn’t.

Surjit Singh Flora
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Prime Minister Modi1’s Visit to
Cyprus and Its Impact on Turkey

THE ASIAN INDE-
PENDENT UK

In June 2025, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
visited the small
Mediterranean country of
Cyprus. This was the first
time in more than 20 years
that an Indian leader had
made such a visit. The trip
was not only about friend-
ship and trade, but it also
sent a strong political mes-
sage to Turkey.
Cyprus has been divided
since 1974, when Turkey
invaded the northern part
of the island. Today, only
Turkey recognizes
Northern Cyprus as a sepa-
rate country. Most of the
world, including India,
supports the Republic of
Cyprus and considers the
Turkish occupation illegal.
By visiting Cyprus, Prime
Minister Modi showed
clear support for the coun-
try’s unity and independ-
ence.
This move i1s especially
important because Turkey
has been strongly support-
ing Pakistan on the
Kashmir issue. Turkey has
spoken against India many
times at the United
Nations, asking for inter-
national attention on
Kashmir. Recently, during
operation ‘Sindoor’,
Turkey supplied arms to
Pakistan.
In return, India might start

raising the issue
Northern Cyprus to make
things difficult for Turkey
on the world stage.
Another important part of
this situation is India’s
growing ties with Greece,
Cyprus, and Armenia.
These countries have had
problems with Turkey for
a long time. India has
started to supply weapons
and military support to
Armenia, and is planning
defence cooperation with
Greece and Cyprus. This is
seen as a way to surround
Turkey with strong neigh-
bours, which could make
Turkey more careful in its
actions.
Prime

Minister Modi’s

I

of

visit to Cyprus was not
just a friendly gesture. It
was a smart and peaceful
way of showing support
for Cyprus and sending a
warning to Turkey. While
it may not stop Turkey
from raising Kashmir at
the UN, 1t shows that India
can also raise difficult
issues for Turkey. At the
same time, India 1s build-
ing stronger military ties
with  Turkey’s rivals,
which could put more
pressure on Turkey in the
future.
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