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ID no. 921760

Sham Lal Chander building mamterance handyman UFdPF GhPl:kEhl'E{Eﬁ
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

AEAET, WA | [T o) IMBING ELECTRICIAN : MASONRY CARPENTRY:
H'mua 13 W'HT'I'S'I Hepairsiﬁeplamr:nent Hepairs.-'ﬂeplace*‘neﬁ WORK: - Laminate FIDDrinI_[,'-.
- B9 A gal 83" faar of Bathrooms of all types of Sockets, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
fg ufg®s 35 HHS =TT accessories Switches, Lamps, Brick Work, Assembling,
HTHT®Y T U™e 3re I5 | {sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Slabs Lying, Doors repairing/
37 gfh® X fygr. CCwrEt showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,

Lo ns. svo o } Cookers, Alarms, Roof maint Skirting, Decking,
ﬂfa_ff 3 51%? CESACK| Mowunt " mz:;_enance Selves making elc
3J It ferm Y, 3% fHer TV on walls, etc.

A, A feagat FJal

CEEREACCo ol For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
grdter I ug 937 a9 <t —

S o = 3| Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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Fofex (394 IMN:

HomoeorPATHIC HEALTH CLINIC (DERBY) REGD.
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New Delhi, (Asian inde-
pendent) — More than a
hundred participants—

including sewer and septic
workers, union representa-
tives, researchers, lawyers,
academics, journalists, and
civil society members—
gathered at the Constitution
Club of India for a work-
shop titled “Underground
Voices: Empowering the
Backbone of Our Cities” on
24th May 2025. The event
was a powerful call to action
against the widespread and
preventable deaths of sewer
and septic tank workers in
India and a demand for dig-
nified, lawful, and safe
working conditions.

The workshop was jointly
organised by Dalit Adivasi
Shakti Adhikar Manch
(DASAM) and a coalition of
unions and civil society
organisations, foreground-
ing the voices and experi-
ences of sewer workers who
are regularly exposed to life-
threatening risks with little
to no institutional support or
protection. Despite repeated
Supreme Court rulings and
statutory bans, hazardous
manual scavenging contin-
ues—underscoring a failure
of enforcement, regulation,
and political will.

Manual scavengers in India
remain one of the most
exploited labour groups. The
vast majority—estimated at
92%—belong to historically
oppressed and marginalised
communities, predominant-
ly Dalits, and are routinely
subjected to systemic caste-
based discrimination. These
workers are typically hired
through private contractors
or informal arrangements,
depriving them of job secu-
rity, fair wages, legal protec-
tions, and access to safety
equipment.

It is within this context that
the workshop was
vened—to bring attention to
the plight of sewer workers
and to create a collective

con-

and participatory platform to
advance dignified, safe, and
equitable working condi-
tions for them.

The workshop also exposed

a stark  contradiction
between official government
records and the ongoing
deaths of manual scav-
engers. While government
statistics report a relatively
low number of fatalities
each year, independent
investigations and reports—
including the latest DASAM
fact-finding study—indicate
that the true figures are sig-
nificantly higher. This dis-
crepancy reflects systematic
under-reporting, lack of
accurate data collection, and
deliberate obfuscation by
contractors and municipal
agencies.

At the heart of the workshop
was the release of the com-
piled fact-finding report by
DASAM, which meticulous-
ly documented more than 11
manual scavenging deaths
reported between May 2024
and May 2025 across both
urban and rural areas of
Delhi-NCR, revealing that
such cases are often covered
up or dismissed as acci-
dents, with contractors
denying formal employment
relationships to avoid liabil-
ity and caste biases and sys-
tematic apathy and exploita-

SPECIAL

tion.

Further during the work-
shop, Hemlata Kansotia,
National Convenor, NCDR-
SAW, underscored the long-
term and invisible toll that
sanitation work takes on the
bodies and lives of workers,
including  health-related
complications due to pro-
longed exposure to harmful
gases which mostly remain
undocumented and rarely
make it into official records,
while pressing upon how
there is a dangerous legal
and policy gap when it
comes to addressing these
prolonged occupational
health issues. She also noted
that urban bias in public dis-
course contributes to the
invisibilisation of manual
scavenger deaths and
injuries in smaller towns and
rural areas.

Mohsina Akhter, National
Coordinator of DASAM and
a key contributor to the
compiled report, highlighted
the systemic failures of
enforcement agencies and
local administrations, say-
ing, “Systemic neglect by
both municipal bodies and
police officials lies at the
heart of the problem, and
many cases never lead to
FIRs; others remain ‘under
investigation’ for months.
Contractors routinely deny

formal employment ties,
stalling legal action and
compensation. The apathy is
institutional.”

She stressed that the contin-
ued deaths and injuries of
manual scavengers are not
isolated accidents but symp-
toms of a deeply casteist and
exploitative system.
Dharmendra Bhati,
President of the Municipal
Workers Lal Jhanda Union,
emphasised the need for sys-
temic change within public
bodies, stating,
“Contractual sewer workers
need to be included in the
payroll in the Delhi Jal
Board, and without formal
inclusion, workers remain
vulnerable to exploitation
and the unsafe nature of the
work,” he highlighted.

Dr Sunil Ram, a social
activist, criticised the pre-
vailing approach to sanita-
tion worker deaths, calling it
reactionary. “In India, the
compensation following the
death of a manual scavenger
is talked about, but nobody
talks about how to prevent
such deaths in the first
place, highlighting the lack
of prioritisation of these
workers in policy making.”
He further said the problem
persists due to no equip-
ment, funds or priority given
to these workers and their
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“Underground Voices: Empowering the Backbone of Our Cities”,

Sewer Workers’ Workshop in New Delhi Called for Urgent Reforms to

jobs, who are at the fore-
front and who did not shy
away from keeping the cities
clean. Yet the public
ostracises them. The inher-
ent solution lay in setting
priorities and providing dig-
nity, he emphasised.

The issue also carries pro-
found
psychological dimensions.
Dr Seema Mathur, a profes-
sor at the University of
Delhi, observed that
“Identity—especially caste
and gender—plays a key
role in how sanitation work-
ers are treated. The lack of
social security and physio-
logical nuances of the nature
of work make it difficult for
both female and male work-
ers to manage their daily
lives.”

She also highlighted the
often-overlooked psycho-
logical toll of hazardous and
stigmatised work.

The workshop featured
moving first-hand testi-
monies by sewer workers,
many of whom described
unsafe work conditions, lack
of safety gear, persistent
wage delays and low wages,
mistreatment and lack of
recognition. The panellists
from legal, academic,
research, journalistic, civil
society and union back-
grounds discussed the multi-
layered nature of this
exploitation and stressed the
need for structural solutions.
A distinguished panel of

socio-cultural and

professionals with deep
expertise in labour law,
labour rights, grassroots

mobilisation, and caste equi-
ty lead the discussions. The
panel included:

Virendra Gaur, President,
CITU, Delhi-NCR

Hemlata Kansotia, National
Convenor, NCDRSAW

Ved Prakash, President,

Delhi Jal Board Sewer
Department Mazdoor
Sangathan

Dr Sunilam, Social Activist
Dharmendra Bhati,
President, Municipal
Workers Lal Jhanda Union

(CITU)
Vijay Kumar Balguher, Vice
President, Akhil Bhartiya

Shramik  Sangh (Delhi
Pradesh)

Ajay  Hiteshi,  Social
Activist, Ghaziabad

Azad Singh Dedha,
President, All DJB
Employees Welfare
Association

Dr Seema Mathur,
Professor, University of
Delhi

Mohsina Akhter, National
Coordinator, Dalit Adivasi
Shakti Adhikar Manch
Varsha Prakash, Journalist
The workshop concluded
with the adoption of a
Charter of Demands, which
includes:

Immediate registration of
FIRs under applicable legal
provisions—including the
Prohibition of Employment
as Manual Scavengers and

their Rehabilitation Act,
2013, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, and SC/ST

(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act
Minimum compensation of
%30 lakh to the families of
deceased workers
Time-bound judicial
enquiries into every fatality
Permanent employment sta-
tus for all sewer workers
under municipal bodies
A national audit of sanita-
tion practices in urban and
rural India
Enforcement of strict occu-
pational health and safety
protocols, including the pro-
vision of adequate PPE and
safety training
The workshop marked a
critical step toward breaking
the silence around the plight
of sewer workers and called
on the government, munici-
palities, and civil society to
join hands in implementing
systemic reforms that ensure
the dignity, safety, and jus-
tice these essential workers
deserve.
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Patriotism of cowardice and enslaved Mind

(Asian independent) (This special
article was written in the context of the
terrorist attack on security forces in
Pulwama, Jammu and Kashmir, on 14
February 2019. Six years after that tragic
incident that happened to 40 soldiers and
their families, 26 tourists were shot dead
by terrorists in broad daylight in
Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, on 22
April 2025. T have nothing to say new
this incident apart from paying tribute to
the 26 civilians killed in the incident and
expressing my deep condolences to their
families. There is a lot of noise anyway.

However, I definitely want to point out a
new phenomenon that has emerged after
the Pahalgam terrorist attack — America
has put the political and military leader-
ship of India and Pakistan on an equal
footing before the world; It has declared
that Pakistan and India are of equal
importance for it as markets. So far no
‘proud Indian’ has shown any anger at
this nasty action of America.

The old article is re-issued as it is for new
readers.)

1.

The modern industrial civilization has
witnessed two World Wars. The
researchers of war have yet not been able
to estimate the magnitude of casual-
ties/deaths — both military and civilian —
which occurred in these two World Wars.
The estimated figure of people killed in
both World Wars is between 10 to 15
crores. World Wars I and II were preced-
ed and succeeded by many major battles.
Wars of independence were invariably
fought by all the colonized countries.
Even the Cold War that began after the
end of World War II and lasted until the
dissolution of the USSR, has been
described by the scholars as a special
kind of world war. The Cold War was
also characterized by a large number of
deaths. There have been many direct and
proxy wars during and after the Cold
War involving sometimes two countries
and sometimes five-six countries. In
many wars of the nature of internal con-
flicts such as those that followed the dis-
solution of Yugoslavia, civil war was
accompanied with racial massacre. In the
last few decades, Islamic terrorists have
redefined the concept of war which now
includes the features of traditional war,
counter-war and civil war. In response a
new concept of ‘War Against Terror’
(WAT), has emerged which is global in
nature.

In the First World War, chemical
weapons were used, but not nuclear
weapons. World War II witnessed the
emergence and consolidation of US
supremacy over the erstwhile colonial
powers primarily due to the former’s use
of atom bombs on Japan’s Hiroshima
and Nagasaki cities. Since then, on the
one hand the world is living in the dan-
ger of a nuclear war, and, on the other
hand, the same nuclear weapons are con-
sidered as a deterrent to the third world
war. The weapon-manufacturing coun-
tries are competing against each other in
the race to produce extreme weapons of
mass destruction. Meanwhile, the discus-
sion on the imminent third world war has
also been continuously occurring on the
world stage. Since the end of World War
11, it is believed that Europe and America
had sworn that the third world war would
not be fought on their land. In this con-
text it becomes pertinent to take note of
Albert Einstein’s words, “I do not know
with what weapons World War I1I will be
fought, but World War IV will be fought
with sticks and stones.”

India also played a role in these ongoing
wars. The path of India’s colonization by
the British was paved by numerous bat-
tles and treaties. Being a British colony,
India participated in the two World Wars,
even though the participation was limit-
ed in nature. In 1857 and 1942, India
fought a direct war against the colonial
power. In the middle of World War II,
under the leadership of Subhash Chandra
Bose and collaboration with the Axis
countries, the Azad Hind Fauj

(Independent National Army- INA)
fought the freedom struggle of India in
its own way. In the struggle of 1857, mil-
lions of Indians sacrificed their lives for
the sake of independence. Also in 1942,
according to Dr. Lohia, 50 thousand
patriots were killed by the British. After
independence, in 1948, 1962, 1965, 1971
and 1999 India fought wars with its two
neighbors — Pakistan and China.

This brief recounting of wars has not
been done to show the scale of the
destruction of lives and resources or its
drastic effects on human beings,
although it is a matter of separate prob-
lem altogether. However, if the imperial-
ists keep on looting, wars will also keep
on occurring. The looters will continue
to wage wars against the countries that
are looted. Simultaneously, the imperial-
ist forces will keep forcing these coun-
tries to wage wars against each-other and
will also fight amongst themselves for
the dominance on various resources.
Further, the brokers serving the interests
of the imperialist powers in the countries
looted by the imperialists will keep wag-
ing war against the working classes of
their own countries. Therefore, wars are
inevitable until this exploitative capitalist
system exists. The aforementioned
details have been made in order to
demonstrate that while living in the civi-
lization of the wars, India’s mainstream
civil society, which, to a large extent,
includes the intellectual class as well, has
no serious understanding about war nei-
ther for their own sake nor for the coun-
try, nor for the world. The same civil
society is not only ignorant of the
world’s war-industry; it doesn’t have any
idea about the potential role of India in
current or future wars (if any). It has
been said since World War II that the
next World War, whatever form it takes,
will be fought on the soil of Asia. But the
Indian civil society has no anticipatory
thoughts about the possible role of India
in that war, and how the consequences of
that war will impact/shape India. The
same civil society has no knowledge of
the reasons behind the success of the
erstwhile invaders’ and colonists’ in
defeating the Indian forces in the wars. It
would not be an exaggeration to say that
the civil society is an illiterate lot even
regarding the two major wars of India’s
independence — the armed struggle of
1857 and the peoples’ struggle of 1942.
It may be due to the fact that a civil soci-
ety has decided to deliberately overlook
the wars by focusing its attention on
other areas of national life concerning
the country’s strength and prosperity.
There are many such countries in the
world including Japan. In India, with
Gandhi’s support it can be said that we,
as a society, don’t endorse perpetuation
of violent conflicts. But the dream of
civil society in India is to see India as a
superpower soon without being actually
aware of the real network and pace of
growing military-world. Rather, a part of
civil society considers India as a super
power owing to it being a huge market
and the associated economy. This civil
society of India displays its patriotism in
a variety of bizarre ways and appears to
be fiercely full of exhortations of war. In
this context, the situation has now
become catastrophic — that it attacks in
groups, even sometimes alone, ‘the hid-
den traitors in the house’. It has become
a common practice that such elements of
civil society openly abuse even women
in the name of patriotism.

Needless to say, in reality, the civil soci-
ety of India does not know its country.
Nor does it feels any sincere attachment
to it. It cannot even think of making any
sacrifice for the country. In spite of this,
it is seen always afflicted with patriotism
and war hysteria posing itself as a sole
master of the whole country. Such
groups term themselves as civil society
of India, but its members would be
termed as illegitimate citizens of India if
they are tested on the touchstone of the
Indian Freedom Struggle and the Indian
Constitution. In the words of
KishanPatnayak, this enslaved mentality
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has irreparably dented their minds. In my
journalistic writings over the past 20-25
years | have written many times about
this phenomenon of the Indian civil soci-
ety. One may notice that this pathology
shows no sign of abatement; rather it
grows in intensity with the passage of
time. So, despite the repetition, here it
has been briefly considered once again.
2.

With the making of ‘new India’ with the
New Economic Policies, patriotism pos-
sessed the civil society like a ghost.
Simultaneously, it’s already narrow
sense of citizenship became narrower,
and the virtues of humanity also
decreased. The fact is known to everyone
that the resources and labour of the coun-
try has progressively been robbed in the
interest of corporate capitalism in the last
three decades. In the rule of
NarendraModi, this process has turned
into a blind race. The private sector is
being promoted at the expense of the
public sector against the spirit of the
Constitution. All democratic institutions
are being destroyed. Democracy is
changing into a mobocracy. India is
stuck badly in the clutches of neo-impe-
rialism. The deeds of the political leader-
ship which resulted in the loss of free-
dom, the Constitution, the resources, the
labour, the constitutional institutions
could not have been done without the
collusion of the civil society. But the
civil society is not ready to accept the
blame of being the country’s traitor and
imperialist forces’ slave as the same civil
society has unjustly enriched itself-
socially as well as economically in the
last three decades. As the treacherous
conduct and slavery of the civil society
of India increases, its pompous display
of patriotism will also take new forms.
Corporate capitalism will readily spon-
sor such performances in the full-fledged
manner, so that the vast population dev-
astated by robbing continues to be intox-
icated by the drug of patriotism. The civil
society will continue to tell this deprived
and excluded population that the cause
of their problems is not the loot of cor-
porate capitalism, but the Muslims.
However, the impact of this jingoistic
atmosphere is such that even Muslims do
not want to be behind anyone in the race
of showing patriotism!

The ideals of patriotism projected by the
civil society keep changing from time to
time. But there is a fundamental condi-
tion for this ideal-man — his faith in cap-
italism should remain intact. For the past

few years, its ideal have been
NarendraModi and
RashtriySwayamsevakSangh  (RSS).

Take the RSS first. Since its establish-
ment the RSS has had a deep desire to be
labeled as a patriot. It is said that God’s
bounty is boundless. Today’s divinity
resides in corporate capitalism. With the
grace of corporate capitalism, RSS is dis-
tributing certificates of patriotism today!
It tells that the army of his volunteers can
take the front even before the Indian
army! The bunker made from cow dung
will fail China’s invasion of Dokalam!
Nation-protecting yagnas safeguard the
nation from external aggression!
Soldiers should regularly read Gita-
Ramayana to enhance their bravery!
Through some of his leaders, it also tells
that soldiers are meant to die in the secu-
rity of the country as well as the seats
which will be won by BJP in the upcom-
ing LokSabha elections in the atmos-
phere created by the death of soldiers in
Pulwama and on the border! Its workers
are caught while spying for the Pakistani
intelligence agency ISI, but it does not
matter to the patriotism of the RSS!
Because in its eyes they are ‘holy sin-
ners’!

NarendraModi, whose government
allowed 100 percent Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the defense sector
when he became the Prime Minister,
explains that the traders take more risk
than the soldiers for the country! He also
tells that the business runs in his veins!
‘Patriotic’ businessmen are seen running
with him in the country and abroad!

Perhaps in this raid, NarendraModi one
day went to meet Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif without an official program! In the
Rafale aircraft deal, the name of the pub-
lic sector company Hindustan
Aeronautical Limited (HAL) was
removed and was replaced with the
newly formed company of industrialist
Anil Ambani! The way he openly and
publicly announces his intimacy with his
industrial friends, he also does the same
about the army’s operations! The interest
of merchants is paramount for him, pro-
vided they are big businessmen! The risk
takers of Modi, sometimes leave the
country and flee abroad!

This personality called NarendraModi is
the ideal of patriotism of the civil socie-
ty of India. In the case of patriotism, the
civil society worships him unquestion-
ingly. So, NarendraModi too considers
himself to be above the questions and is
confident that his worshippers are capa-
ble of taking care of all the tasks. Even
after the terrorist attack on security
forces in Pulwama on 14th February, he
was busy filming himself, inaugurating
events and giving speeches to the elec-
tion rallies by giving an open hand to his
worshippers!

A little discussion about the Pulwama
attack must be made here. In any sys-
tematic country, the task of investigating
the deaths of soldiers in a terrorist attack
is the first and foremost. And so far some
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clues must have been found out by now.
But nothing like this happened in India.
So far the number of soldiers who were
martyred in the attack is itself not clear to
the public. Somewhere the number is
written 42, somewhere 44 and some-
where above 40. If the mistake in the
Pulwama attack has also happened due
to same lapses on behalf of the govern-
ment, as the Governor had said immedi-
ately after the attack, then it should have
been honestly detected. Accountability
should have been fixed, and under the
law, the culprits should have been pun-
ished. The truth of taking responsibility
for the attack by Jaish ¢ Mohammed
(JEM) should have been further ascer-
tained for the sake of military security in
future. But sadly, February 14th was
sunk into the war cry. The death of these
para-military soldiers carry no value,
because they were not members of the
civil society that has been well-fed by the
loot of corporate capitalism. Yes, they
could be used to do politics; and that use
has been made thoroughly.

In democracy, the military establishment
works under political leadership. But at
the same time it is also necessary that
political leadership is not working under
the pressure of imperialist powers at least
in the matter of security of the country.
The Indian Air Force (IAF) entered into
Pakistan in pre-dawn hours on February
26 and dropped bombs at the training
camp of JEM situated in Balakot.
According to the Foreign Secretary’s
statement, this was a ‘non-military pre-
emptive action’ of the Air Force. The
President of America had given a state-
ment that India would do something big
to avenge the Pulwama attack. In retalia-
tion for the IAF action, the Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) entered Indian territory and
attacked a military base. Indian pilot
AbhinandanVarthman had to land in
Pakistani territory due to damage to the
MiG-21 fighter aircraft. The US presi-
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dent again said that good news will come
from Pakistan. The Indian pilot was
released by Pakistan.

After Indira Gandhi, America has been
dictating India more or less during the
tenures of all Prime Ministers. On
October 1, 2001, JEM attacked the
assembly in Srinagar, in which 27 people
were killed and 60 were injured. The
then Prime Minister AtalBihari Vajpayee
wrote a letter pleading with US President
George Bush to persuade Pakistan to
stop facilitating terrorists on its soil.
Until then, 9/11 had happened and
Vajpayee had been first after Britain’s
Prime Minister Tony Blair in joining the
US’s “new war” against terrorism. But
America stood with Pakistan, it is with
her even today. It is understandable that
America dictates Pakistan, but how can it
give directions to India?

There has been a continuous demand for
war from the civil society in the events
that took place from February 14 till
today. There has been no war, and it was
not meant to be. Of course, more than 50
Indian soldiers have received martyrdom
in a fortnight. There’s still no certainty
regarding the number of terrorists that
have been killed across the border in the
air strike by IAF. Bombs dropped in
Balakot were purchased from Israel. The
war-mongers, in their enthusiasm for
war, did not care to discuss why did India
start buying arms from Israel, who used
to buy arms from Soviet Russia and won
three wars against Pakistan on their
strength? Will India’s security be predi-
cated on weapons purchased from
abroad forever? Will the weapon selling
countries continue to provide India with
weapons that could secure its boundaries
in the possible third World War or in any
other war? Will the security of India be
given to the private companies estab-
lished by the players of crony capitalists
guided by the lust of profit at the expense
of the Public Sector? Will America, the
‘Mecca’ of the civil society, to whom it
has been worshiping for the last 40 years,
will stop giving arms and other financial
assistance to Pakistan? And, will India
become a superpower on the strength of
the purchased weapons?

The air strike took place 12 days after the
Pulwama incident. It was well thought
out that there should be no civilian casu-
alties in the attack. But what justifies the
decision of keeping military bases of
Pakistani Army, which caters the terror-
ists, out from the target of the attack in
the war? Any war usually takes place
between the two armies of the two coun-
tries. If the war-demanding civil society
considers this action to be the destroyer
of terrorism, then it is not aware of the
nature of Pakistan-based and internation-
al network of terrorism. The business
flows in the prime minister’s blood. War
cannot be fought with a commercial
instinct; only political trade can be done
in the name of war. War is the art of Veer
Rasa (heroic essence). The SthayiiBhava
(enduring emotion) of Veer Rasa is
Utsah (enthusiasm). Poetics have said
that this feeling is found only in those
men and women who attained the sub-
lime nature. Those whose anger over-
turns their wisdom all the time cannot
live in the spirit of valor associated with
the war.

Actually, the war-mongers and their
heroes are guided by the feeling of
hatred. There is no need to state
towards whom this hatred is directed.
Every person knows his/her feelings
well. Since India’s defeat in the 1962
war China has occupied 20,000 square
kilometers of land in India. The
Parliament of India had passed the
unanimous resolution to reclaim its
lost territory. But the war-monger civil
society of India never demands war
against China. It also never demands
for boycott of America, who has been
the savior of Pakistan since the begin-
ning, which kept Osama bin Laden
hidden in its territory. The point to be
stated is that the civil society always
indulged in demanding war but is
grossly unaware of the basic spirit of
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the war with which it is fought in true
national spirit. A civil society having
coward and slave mind can make quar-
rels not war. The most worrying aspect
of this negative mentality of the civil
society guided by hatred can have an
adverse impact on the psychology of
the security forces in the long run.

3.

Considering RSS and Modi as their
ideal for patriotism is not limited to the
RSS/BJP camp only. There are a great
number of people associated with
political parties other than RSS/BJP
supporters. With them, all the highly
educated professionals and govern-
ment officers are also involved, who,
despite all their capabilities, are essen-
tially political illiterates. The RSS/BJP
brand patriotism derives a great
strength from them. The secular pro-
gressive camp of the civil society is
against the RSS/BJP brand patriotism.
But it has been relegated to the mar-
gins. There is nothing in their kitty
other than repeating some of the pre-
vailing facts against the RSS/BJP or
making jokes about and on the devo-
tees of Modi on social media just to
tease them or make fun of them. The
secular progressive camp is not being
able to regain its strength and there are
several reasons for that. The most
important reason is that by being a
covert supporter of capitalism it auto-
matically stands with the RSS/BJP.
Apart from this, its strategy of sustain-
ing ‘war’ status with RSS also
strengthens the RSS/BJP. Its oppor-
tunistic behavior with non-BJP politi-
cal parties and politicians hinders the
strenuous political stream to set a deci-
sive alternative to capitalism and thus
brings lasting benefits to the RSS/BJP.
Most of the intellectuals and activists
who fight for social justice in this
camp promote the political power of
the RSS/BJP by abusing Hinduism and
its Gods/Goddesses. There are also
individuals and groups in the secular-
progressive camp that are always full
of anger towards the Indian State. In
anger, generally they forget to make a
difference between the governments
formed in the Indian State and the State
itself. Their anger often leads them to
the opposition of the Indian State. The
advantages of this go to the RSS/BJP
only. There is also a special group of
Bharatiyatawadis (scholars interested
in exploring and employing Indian sys-
tems of knowledge) in the civil society.
They connect themselves with Gandhi.
However, it is often found that most of
them distort Gandhi and the RSS
becomes their last refuge. A new ‘ide-
ologically neutral’ group is also there
which has come out of the womb of
corporate capitalism directly. It has a
long range from the saffron to the red.
However, its brand of patriotism is
identical to the RSS/BJP’s.

In the last three decades, the secular
progressive camp has not been able to
comprehend a patriotic narrative apart
from the RSS/BJP. Now it does not
even seem to have this desire. It talks
about the ‘Idea of India’ in such a man-
ner as if India resides in any book. The
secular progressive camp can be seen
in using its intellect, which it never
suspects, either in certain identity dis-
courses or tie-ups or in the mugging
for governmental posts and prizes. The
RSS/BJP’s brand of fake, hollow and
hypocritical ~ patriotism  prevails
because there is no authentic alterna-
tive to it. Therefore it is prevailing. As
long as this brand of patriotism will
run, the real crisis before the country —
freedom from the anti-imperialist
forces — cannot be resolved. This is a
big ‘achievement’ of the RSS/BJP that,
by making an alliance with corporate
capitalism, it has provided credibili-
ty/reputation to the cowardice of the
enslaved mind in the country.

(The writer associated with the social-
ist movement is a former teacher of
Delhi University and a fellow of Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla)
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Jawaharlal Nehru’s life and ideological
background

* Origin and development of Nehru’s sci-
entific outlook

* Nehru’s contribution to the creation of
modern India

* Non-alignment of foreign policy and
international outlook

* Nehru’s commitment to democracy and
the Constitution

* Nehru’s role in the concept of secular
India

» Relevance of Nehru’s thinking in the
21st century

* Nehru’s nationalism and international-
ism

* Usefulness of Nehru’s ideas in solving
current problems

Nehru’s message for future India

Bharat Rattan Jawaharlal Nehru’s scien-
tific thinking is still very relevant in the
21st century. His ideas, policies and non-
alignment outlook strengthen the founda-
tion of India’s democracy, secularism and
social justice.

Expansion

Bharat Rattan Jawaharlal Nehru (14
November 1889-27 May 1964) was born
on 14 November 1889 to Motilal Nehru
and Mrs. Swaroop Rani in Allahabad,
Uttar Pradesh. Jawaharlal Nehru was the
first Prime Minister of independent India
(15 August 1947-27 May 1964), the
supreme leader of the national movement
under Mahatma Gandhi, a brilliant stu-
dent, an excellent scholar, a journalist,
the founder of the National Herald news-
paper, a high-class politician, the archi-
tect and builder of modern India, a sup-
porter of the ideology of nationalism and
internationalism, the founder of India’s
non-alignment policy, the father of the
non-alignment movement in internation-
al politics, a supporter of constitutional-
ism and parliamentary democracy, a
well-known politician, and a thinker of
humanism and scientific ideology.

After receiving education at home for 15
years, he went to England to receive edu-
cation in 1905. After receiving a law edu-
cation in London, he returned to India in
1912. Due to a lack of interest in legal
practice, he left it forever in 1920. Nehru
first started taking an active part in the
national movement by addressing a pub-
lic meeting in the Allahabad session in
1915. In 1916, Nehru was elected secre-
tary of the Home Rule League and met
Mahatma Gandhi on 26 December 1916

at Charbagh Railway Station, Lucknow.
At that time, Nehru was 27 years old.
Mahatma Gandhi was 47 years old and
was 20 years older than Nehru. Nehru’s
thinking was greatly influenced by the
pre planed massacre of Jallianwala Bagh
(13 April 1919). In 1920, the farmer
movement of Pratapgarh district of Uttar
Pradesh left an indelible mark on Nehru’s
thinking. After this farmer movement,
Jawaharlal Nehru’s attention was drawn
towards rural life and the problems of
farmers. According to Frank Morris, the
year 1920 was “a decisive turning point”
in Nehru’s political life.

» Bharat Rattan Jawaharlal Nehru’s sci-
entific outlook

* Nehru’s role as a builder of modern
India

* Nehru, the father of non-alignment pol-
icy

Mahatma Gandhi’s thoughts had an
unprecedented imprint on Jawaharlal
Nehru’s life and thinking. Mahatma
Gandhi’s simple life, non-violence, truth,
satyagraha, purity of means and ends,
etc., impressed Nehru so much that he
abandoned the life full of Western cul-
ture. Despite this, there was a fundamen-
tal difference in the thoughts of Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. The rela-
tionship between these two was almost
the same as that between the famous
Greek scholars and philosophers Plato
and Aristotle. Despite the fundamental
difference in thoughts, Mahatma Gandhi
chose Jawaharlal Nehru as his political
successor because he knew that after his
death, Nehru would speak his voice.
Nehru played a leading role in all the
movements mobilized under the leader-
ship of Mahatma Gandhi — the Non-
Cooperation Movement (1920 to 1922),
the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930
to 1934), the Individual Satyagraha
(1940 to 1941), and the Quit India
Movement (1942 to 1944). Nehru devot-
ed 50 years of his 75 years of life to the
service of the nation. He went to jail 9
times during the national movement and
remained in jail for 3262 days. At that
time, going to jail for national freedom
was considered equivalent to going to a
temple. After independence, Jawaharlal
Nehru was the Prime Minister of India
from 15 August 1947 to 27 May 1964
(6131 days).

* Nehru and 21st century politics

» Jawaharlal Nehru’s thoughts and
today’s India

* Nehru’s secular thinking

The essence of Jawaharlal Nehru’s think-
ing is found in the articles, speeches, and

books written by him. He was a human-
ist thinker and had no belief in spiritual-
ism, organised religion, God, the soul,
the afterlife, etc. He considered the state
to be an essential means for the develop-
ment, security and freedom of the indi-
vidual. The main objective of the state is
to establish equality, justice and freedom.
In the twentieth In the century, the main
ideologies in the world were capitalism
and communism. Capitalism was based
on exploitation, and communism lacked
individual freedom. Nehru adopted a
middle path and tried to establish a
socialist democratic and welfare system.
For the building of independent India, he
included the leaders of his diametrically
opposite ideologues — Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar and Shyama  Prasad
Mukherjee — in the first cabinet. He
played an important role in establishing
parliamentary democracy in India and
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developing parliamentary traditions.

* Nehru’s contribution to Parliament and
democracy

* Nehru’s influence on India’s foreign
policy

Despite having an absolute majority,
Nehru always respected the opinions of
the opposition leaders in the Parliament
and did not hesitate to take action based

on criticism from the opposition parties
in the Parliament. For instance, defence
minister VK Krishna Menon was
removed from his position following the
defeat of Indian forces in the Indo-China
war (1962) because of criticism directed
at him both inside and outside the
Parliament. The current politicians
should follow Jawaharlal Nehru’s parlia-
mentary traditions and uphold the digni-
ty of the Parliament.

Indian society is a multi-religious socie-
ty. In such a society, the secular principle,
following the principle of “unity in diver-
sity”, proves helpful in nation- building
and national unity. Although communal-
ism was at its peak in India in 1947,
Nehru still believed in the establishment
of a secular state. In a secular state, the
state does not have its own religion, and
every person enjoys religious freedom.
Following the “policy of religious coex-
istence” in different religions, Nehru was
strongly opposed to the principle of two
nations — a Hindu nation and a Muslim
nation. As a secular nationalist, Nehru
was strongly opposed to politics based on
communalism. While addressing the
public in Lucknow on 16 September
1951, he said, “I consider communalism
to be India’s enemy number one.” His
nationalist thinking was against capital-
ism, Nazism, fascism, imperialism, com-
munism, and totalitarian dictatorship. He
considered blind nationalism to be the
enemy of humanity because it increases
violence and war. Being a humanist, As a
scientific thinker, Nehru emphasised
adopting the principles of international
cooperation, world peace, Panchasheel,
and non-alignment. He was one of the
founders of the Non-Aligned Movement,
which was very popular in international
politics at one point, with over 100 coun-
tries having adopted the non-aligned pol-
icy. He opposed blind nationalism and all
forms of parochial loyalty, arguing that
nationalism is the foundation of interna-
tionalism.

Jawaharlal Nehru was the leader and
architect of India’s non-aligned policy. In
international politics, he did not want to
be bound by communist or capitalist
groups. Therefore, he adopted a non-
aligned independent foreign policy for
India. Because this was the inevitable
need of the circumstances at the time.
Nehru’s scientific theories will remain
important and relevant as long as India
faces problems like poverty, the wealth-
gap, ignorance, exploitation, supersti-
tions, conservatism, unemployment,
hunger, religious fanaticism, communal-
ism, and the like.
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The Ambedkar Association of North America (AANA) proudly

announced the recipients of the 2025 AANA Awards

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

The Ambedkar Association of North
America (AANA) proudly announced
the recipients of the 2025 AANA Awards
during its Annual Retreat held from May
23-26, 2025, at Laurelville Retreat
Center in Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania.

AANA Annual Retreat brought together
over 200 participants from North
America and India for four days of
Dhamma-centered learning, meditation,
panel discussions, cultural events, out-

door activities, and the symbolic “Run
for Equality.”

Award Recipients — 2025

Savitrimai Phule International Award
Recipient: Shahira Shital Sathe — A cel-
ebrated folk artist, poet, and Bahujan
rights activist from Pune, Maharashtra,
Shahira Shital Sathe was honored for her
pioneering efforts in blending traditional

musical forms with bold, socially con-
scious messages. As the co-founder and
lead performer of Navayan Mahajalsa,
she has used her artistic platform to
amplify voices from marginalized com-
munities and raise awareness on caste
discrimination and gender justice.

Although unable to attend in person,
Shital Sathe ji shared a heartfelt video
message, in which she expressed her
deep gratitude to AANA and dedicated
the award to Savitrimai Phule, saying, “I

feel proud and happy to accept this
award in the name of Savitrimai Phule. I
thank AANA for recognizing and sup-
porting my work in promoting the teach-
ings of Phule and Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar.”

Mrs. Sujata Wahane accepted the award
on her behalf.

“Mooknayak” Excellence in Journalism

Award

Recipient: Awaaz India TV — This year’s
Mooknayak Excellence in Journalism
Award was conferred to Awaaz India TV,
a leading Hindi-language digital and
cable news platform with over 2.5 mil-
lion subscribers. Since its inception,
Awaaz India TV has played a vital role in

advocating for social justice, amplifying
marginalized voices, and promoting
Buddhist values through powerful story-
telling and in-depth reporting.

Vijay Bagade and Vishwanath Meshram
accepted the award on behalf of the
Awaaz India team. In a brief acceptance
message, the team shared, “After 12
years of relentless work, we are honored
to receive this recognition. Awaaz India
remains committed to upholding the val-
ues of equality, humanity, and nationality
while deepening our relationship with
our viewers by sharing stories rooted in
history, Buddhist philosophy, and region-
al realities.”

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar International Award
Recipient: Dr. Vivek Kumar

— Renowned sociologist and author, Dr.
Vivek Kumar, was recognized for his
pathbreaking contributions to caste stud-
ies, Indian diaspora scholarship, and
Ambedkarite social thought. A professor
at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU),
New Delhi, Dr. Kumar is the author of
Caste and Democracy in India (2014)
and has served in esteemed academic

positions, including as Visiting Professor
at Columbia University and Humboldt
University.

Dr. Kumar has also delivered the presti-
gious Ambedkar Memorial Lectures at
several institutions across Canada, con-
tinuing to promote social reform, equali-
ty, and intellectual inquiry inspired by

Dr. Ambedkar.
Dr Kumar was able to attend the event
and he dedicated this award to his moth-
er.
During the ceremony, Dr. Kumar
addressed the audience and guided them
with his valuable insights on contempo-
rary caste dynamics, social movements,
and the enduring relevance of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s philosophy in modern soci-
ety. His thought-provoking reflections
deeply resonated with attendees and pro-
vided a powerful intellectual anchor for
the retreat.
These honours reaffirm AANA’s com-
mitment to recognizing and supporting
the tireless efforts of individuals and
organizations working to uphold the
vision and legacy of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, Savitrimai
Phule, and other pioneers of social trans-
formation.
Contact:
Ambedkar Association of North
America (AANA)
Email: aanausa@gmail.com
Website: www.aanausa.org
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