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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN

(CHECKATRADE)
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Sham Lal Gharder building mamtenance handyman Under c:heckatraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs L}fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount sie. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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In Loving Memory of

RBatterrs S/ S5 f/%éf

Final Farewell

Saturday 31" May 2025

7.45-8.30am Antim Darshan & Last Respects
42 Handsworth Wood Road, Birmingham, B20 2DT

9.00am - Cremation Service
Sandwell Valley Crematorium,
Newton Rd, Forge Ln, West Bromwich B71 35X
Live webcast login: htups://watch.obitus.com
Username: cacul666, Pin: 570904

11.00am - Memorial Service
Dhamma Talaka Peace Pagoda,
Osler Street, Birmingham, Bl16 9EU

We take comfort in your support as we bid
farewell to a life that touched so many.
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Caravan Marching
Globally through his Writings and Speeches

) EMORY UNIVERSITY
g S8

/

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT
UK

Emory University accepted 20 vol-
umes of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s
Writings and Speeches (BAWS) at
the Goodrich C White Hall, 301
Dowman Dr, Atlanta, GA 30307 on
April 13th, 2025, during Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule & Dr Babasaheb B.
R. Ambedkar Birth Anniversary cel-
ebrations. University students, pro-
fessors, local Ambedkarites and the
librarian participated in this event to
handover BAWS sets to the
University Library and its available
for circulation.

The books were donated by
JaibhimAtlanta Team whose mem-
bers work closely with Ambedkar
International Centre (AIC) and
Ambedkar Association of North
America (AANA) on Babasaheb’s
Books Donation Drive, and this is a
historic moment for local
Ambedkarite communities across
the USA and Canada, furthering
their ~ mission to  promote
Ambedkar’s legacy and provide
educational resources to institutions
and empowering educational insti-
tutions with critical resources.
Emory University librarian
expressed profound appreciation for
this donation, highlighting the

p Ty

o

>

immense value of Dr. Ambedkar’s
writings & speeches for students in

various fields, including
Humanities, Religious Studies,
Economics, Anthropology, and

Indian History. The comprehensive
nature of Dr Ambedkar’s work, cov-
ering topics like social justice, eco-
nomics, world religions, and consti-
tutional law, makes these volumes a
vital academic resource.

Emory University is a private uni-
versity based in Atlanta, Georgia,
United States founded in 1836. It
has a total undergraduate enrolment
of 7,359 (fall 2023), its setting is
city, and the campus size is 631
acres. Emory University’s ranking
in the 2025 edition of Best Colleges
1s National Universities, #24.
Emory University is accredited by
the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission
on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award
associate, baccalaureate, master’s,
doctorate, and professional degrees.
The addition of Dr. Ambedkar’s
Writings and Speeches enriches its
library collection, ensuring future
scholars access to his profound
insights and ideas.

Our heartfelt thanks to
JaibhimAtlanta Team and Local
Atlanta members for supporting this

C !
— -
1
1 -
»

noble endeavour. Thus, by bringing
Dr. Ambedkar’s visionary work to
Emory University, JaibhimAtlanta,
AIC and AANA continue its mis-
sion of advancing education and
social justice.

Expanding Ambedkar’s
Across North America
Ambedkarite Organization in
America like AIC, AANA, AIM,
ABAT and BSG, has been instru-
mental in donating Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar’s Writings and
Speeches to numerous esteemed
universities and libraries across the
USA and Canada. These contribu-
tions amplify awareness of
Ambedkar’s work and its rele-
vance to modern discourses on
equality, human rights, and social
reform.

Institutions that have benefited
from these donations include:
Wayne State University, Detroit,
MI

University  of
Philadelphia, PA
Harvard University, Cambridge,
MA

Princeton University, Princeton,
NJ

University of Texas, Austin, TX
York University, Toronto, Canada
Northwestern University,

Vision

Pennsylvania,

Evanston, IL

Pacific University Oregon, Forest
Grove, OR

University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Georgia Institute of Technology,
Atlanta, GA

Eastern Mennonite
Harrisonburg, VA
University of Delaware, Newark,
DE
University
Ambherst, MA
Brandeis University, Waltham, MA
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
Princeton University, Princeton, NJ
Columbia University, New York,
NY

Franklin University, Ohio

Adelphi University, New York
University of North Carolina,
Greensboro, NC

University of Texas, Auston, TX
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL
Additionally, donations to local
libraries have increased public
accessibility to the critical literature
on Indian History, economics, caste
discrimination, Buddhist philoso-
phy, and Ambedkar’s vision of a just

University,

of  Massachusetts,

society.
Digital books available:
https://baws.in;
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Unending Tragedy in India’s Sewers and Septlc Tanks

(Asian  independent)
23 May 2025, New
Delhi, India — At a time
when the government
continues to claim that
manual scavenging has
the
recent spate of preventa-

been eradicated,
ble deaths of sewer and
septic workers across the
country reveals a devas-
tatingly different truth —
one marked by impunity,
systemic caste violence,
and institutional neglect.
On February 2, 2025, two
sanitation workers died
and another was critically
injured while cleaning a
sewer near Mansa Devi
Apartments in Narela,
Outer Delhi.
hired by a private con-

The men,

tractor, were made to
descend into a toxic pit
without any safety equip-
ment. Days later, on the
same morning, three
more workers—Farzem
Sheikh, Hashi Sheikh,
and Suman Sardar—all
from Murshidabad, West
Bengal—died
cleaning a clogged drain

while

in the Bantala area of the
Kolkata Leather
Complex. The workers,
engaged by the Kolkata
Metropolitan
Development Authority
(KMDA), were reported-
ly swept into a manhole
after a pipe burst, leading
to their tragic deaths.
Their bodies were recov-
ered hours later by police,
fire services, and disaster
response teams. The
Mayor of Kolkata, Firhad
Hakim, attributed the
cause to toxic gas accu-
mulation from industrial

discharge and announced
an inquiry. Yet such
enquiries rarely lead to
convictions or reform.
These deaths occurred
just four days after a
Supreme Court order
(January 29, 2025) which
categorically ~ banned
manual scavenging and
hazardous cleaning of
sewers and septic tanks in
India’s major metropoli-
tan areas, including
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru, and
Hyderabad. The bench,
led by Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Aravind Kumar, was rul-
ing on a petition filed by
Dr Balram Singh.
Despite this landmark
fatal
continue to be reported

ruling, incidents
with alarming frequency:
A Pattern of Death and
Silence Across India

Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu
(May 19, 2025): Three
Dalit

Saravanan

workers—

(30),
Venugopal (30), and Hari
Krishnan  (27)—died
after inhaling toxic gas
while cleaning a sewage
tank at Alaya Dyeing
Mills. A fourth worker
remains hospitalised. The
accused include the fac-
tory owner, manager, and
supervisor, booked under
sections of the
Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013,
the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, and the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

Khandwa, Madhya

The Deaths of Manual Scavengers Demand Justice, Not Silence
Pradesh (April 3, 2025):
Eight
Kondavat village after

men died in

inhaling toxic gas while
cleaning a well before the
The
police investigations are

Gangour festival.

ongoing.

Faridabad, Haryana (May
21, 2025): One labourer
died while cleaning a
septic tank in Sikri vil-
lage’s Harijan Mohalla;
the landlord of the house
also died in an attempt to
rescue the victim. No FIR
was filed, and police stat-
ed that “no complaint”
had been received. The
incident was dismissed as
“inquest proceedings”.
Ahmedabad, Gujarat —
Danilimda (May 16,
2025): Three contract
workers—Prakash
Parmar, Vishal Thakor,
and Sunil Rathva, all
approximately 20 years
old—died after inhaling
toxic fumes while clean-
ing a septic tank inside a
garment factory in the
Danilimda area. The fac-
tory had been closed for a
year, and cleaning was
being undertaken ahead
of its reopening. The
workers were employed
by a private contractor.

The incident occurred on
the morning of the sec-
ond day of cleaning. A
fourth worker survived.
Authorities  confirmed
that no safety protocols
were followed, and the
case is under investiga-
tion.

20 manual scavenger
deaths are reported from
February 2025 to May
2025.

According to data, nearly
92% of sanitation work-
ers belong to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
or Other Backward
Classes. These deaths are
not just accidents — they
are a direct result of
structural casteism, eco-
nomic exploitation, and
deliberate neglect.
Despite the clear legal
prohibition under the

Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their

Rehabilitation Act, 2013,
and constitutional protec-
tions under Article 21
(Right to Life) and
Article 17 (Abolition of
Untouchability), govern-
ments and private entities
continue to flout the law
with impunity.

We, Dalit Adivasi Shakti

Adhikar Manch
(DASAM), call for
urgent and decisive

action to address the con-
tinued and preventable
deaths of manual scav-
We
demand the immediate

engers 1n India.
registration of FIRs in all
recent fatalities under the
applicable legal provi-
sions, including Section 9
of the Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013;
Sections 106(1), 125A,
and 194 of the Bharatiya
Sanhita;
Sections  3(1)(r) and
3(2)(v) of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act. Each
incident must be subject

Nyaya and

to an independent, time-
bound judicial inquiry
with full transparency
and public disclosure of
findings. We further call
for a minimum compen-
sation of Rs 30 lakh to the
families of the deceased,
along with comprehen-
sive rehabilitation meas-
ures, including access to
housing, education, and
employment opportuni-
ties for dependants. To

ensure compliance with
the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing of January 29, 2025,
we urge establishing a
central oversight body
and the immediate revo-
cation of licences for all
contractors and agencies
found in  violation.
Additionally, we demand
a nationwide audit of san-
itation work practices,
with particular attention
to private enterprises and
urban local bodies, and a
complete ban on sub-
contracting such work to
unregulated and unac-
countable labour interme-
diaries. These measures
are not merely remedi-
al—they are necessary
steps toward upholding
constitutional ~ rights,
ensuring legal accounta-
bility, and affirming the
dignity and humanity of
all sanitation workers.

We cannot afford a situa-
tion where deaths in sew-
ers are met with silence,
not justice. These work-
ers are not invisible cogs.
Their

expendable. Their deaths

lives are not
are not inevitable. We
stand in unwavering soli-
darity with the families of
the victims and demand
that their names not be
forgotten, their stories not
be buried, and their cul-
prits—whether individu-
als or institutions—be
held to account.

This is not a matter of
charity. It is a matter of
constitutional duty, legal
obligation, and human

dignity.

Issued by: DASAM
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A Month Since Pahalgam: Demand accountability
from the Govt and action against the terrorists

Resist the attempt to plunge us into war: A warning and call to action for the peace-loving people of India and Pakistan

(Asian independent)
22nd May, 2025: It is
exactly a month since the
dastardly terror attack at
Pahalgam  shook the
nation, leading to wide-
spread condemnation
across India and globally,
of the massacre and forces
enabling such mindless
violence. The cold-blooded
gunning down of 25 Indian
nationals and 1 Nepali citi-
zen on 22nd of April, by a
handful of armed terrorists
at Baisaran meadow in
Pahalgam, a popular tourist
destination in Jammu and
Kashmir shattered the lives
of numerous families.

It remains a painful puzzle
to this day, as to how the
armed assailants were able
to enter the area undetect-
ed, wilfully select victims
and leave undetected after
one of the most heinous
acts of terror by non-state
actors in the region in
recent years. Joining all
democratic organizations
across the country, NAPM
resolutely denounced these
brutal killings, protested
and mourned the loss of
lives of innocent civilians.
Nothing can lessen the pain
and trauma that their fami-
lies have been subject to.
They deserve all our sup-
port and solidarity, in their
quest for justice. We also
condemn the vicious right-
wing trolling that some of
the women from the
aggrieved families faced,
since they unambiguously
rejected weaponization of
their trauma to inflict hate
against innocent Muslims
and Kashmiris. They
deserve our salutes.

This exceptionally tragic
incident is rife with securi-
ty lapses for which the
Indian people remain with-
out answers, even a month
later! Kashmir is the most

militarised zone on earth.
The Central government
has taken full control of
security and has clamped
down on all forms of dis-
sent in the valley, particu-
larly since the abrogation
of Article 370 of the
Constitution. This has
effectively curtailed basic
democratic  rights in
Kashmir in the name of
fighting terror and bring-
ing “development” to
the valley. The major
security lapse in
Pahalgam exposes the
shortcomings of the
securitisation centric
approach.

Over the past four
weeks, pointed ques-
tions have been asked
of the Union Gowt, in this
context.

How was it possible for 4
heavily armed terrorists to
enter the popular tourist
destination?

Why were no security per-
sonnel present at the
Baisaran meadow?

How is it possible that the
terrorists had the amount of
time they did to conduct
the bloody massacre at
Baisaran?

How were the terrorists
able to leave the area unde-
tected and un-apprehend-
ed?

How is it that despite their
identities being known
from the day following the
massacre, that Indian
forces have failed to appre-

hend them till today?
In the aftermath of the
Pahalgam attack and

Operation Sindoor there
have been over 100 record-
ed incidents of intimida-
tion, assault and hate
speech by Hindutva vigi-
lantes Indian citizens of
Kashmir as well as those
belonging to the Muslim
community. We have also

Special

witnessed attempts to

politicise the role of the
military and spread com-
munal poison, not just
from licensed media hous-
es but also from the highest
ranks of the political estab-
This

lishment.
includes

ting
Cabinet

Minister

from Madhya Pradesh call-
ing Colonel Sofia Qureshi
as being a “sister of terror-
ists”, and the Deputy Chief

Minister of Madhya
Pradesh’s insulting state-
ment of the Indian military
“bowing at Modijis feet”.
NAPM demands a thor-
ough investigation be con-
ducted and its findings be
made public at the earliest.
The Home Minister’s
Office is directly account-
able for the deaths of these
26 people. The Minister in
charge must respect the
responsibility of his office
or step down from it.

We feel it is important to
position ourselves clearly
against jingoism and war
mongering, asking who
benefits and who stands to
lose from wars. We must
critically analyze the for-
eign policy setbacks in the
wake of terror attacks &

war, understand the inter-
twined politics of
Pahalgam & Operation
Sindoor, challenge hate &
misinformation campaigns
of mainstream media,
resist use of water as tool

of war and stop
criminaliza-
tion of

voices
prioritizing
political over milita-
rized responses, as a long
term way forward. The
current statement address-
es some of these complex
issues in detail.
As a pan-Indian alliance of
working-class  people’s
movements, we clearly
position ourselves against
war and call for peaceful
resolution of political con-
flicts. NAPM demands:
1. Accountability for the
security lapses that led to
the heinous terror attack in
Pahalgam on the 22nd of
April. A thorough investi-
gation must be conducted
and its findings made pub-
lic at the earliest.
2. All efforts must be made
to increase the scope and
ambit of democracy in
Kashmir. This includes, but
is not limited to, restoring
statehood, building trust,
and protecting fundamen-
tal rights and freedoms of

25/05/2025

people in the region.
3. That the Indian govern-
ment release a White Paper
on Operation Sindoor,
making public the details
of the military actions con-
ducted, including losses to
ensure level headed assess-
ment and ensure accounta-
bility of actions.
4. That both India and
Pakistan make all efforts to
avoid war or any direct
military confrontation, in
particular nuclear war.
Both states must engage
in diplomacy and dia-
logue to resolve all
1ssues.
5. Indian Govt must end
its reliance on repressive
methods to quell demo-
cratic ~ assertions  in
Kashmir. Govt of Pakistan
must pro-actively act
against terrorist outfits
operating from its soil.
Both countries must work
towards demilitarisation of
the region and deepening
of democracy.
6. That the conduct of
Indian news media (partic-
ularly TV channels) be
investigated by an inde-
pendent tribunal. If it is
found that these platforms
ran fake news and conduct-
ed misinformation cam-
paigns, then their broadcast
licenses must be cancelled
and their  ownership
penalised.
7. The Indus Water Treaty
must be reinstated and both
states must use it for com-
mon civilian good, includ-
ing but not limited to meas-
ures to tackle climate
change.
It seems evident to us that
hindutva regime in power
has sought to use military
campaigns to achieve its
own, domestic political
ends. They’ve shown will-
ingness to risk all out war
through actions that trade

17

off strategic national inter-
est for the sake of protect-
ing a muscular image pri-
marily to boost their own
image as tough leaders. As
a result of fundamentalist
politics on both sides of
the border, we foresee a
worrying future being
born as a result of such
actions wherein South
Asia will be beset with
frequent military escala-
tion, with an ever looming
threat of war. This will
result in the politicisation
of military action in India
to drastically reduce the
democratic space in the
country. This calls for a
robust response from civil
society members and all
peace loving citizens of
both India and Pakistan to
mobilise for a strong anti-
war movement in both
countries.
The interests of both — the
Pakistani security estab-
lishment (defacto rulers of
Pakistan) and the
Hindutva regime in power
in India, are inimical to the
interests of common peo-
ple on either side of the
border. In light of the
political challenge these
events throw up, it is nec-
essary for democratic and
progressive forces both in
India and Pakistan and
across South Asia, to
organise and strengthen
robust anti-war move-
ments. The everyday con-
cerns of ordinary people of
both regions must gain
ground over war-cries that
do not benefit anyone. Let
us strive to build narratives
in favour of peace, justice
and accountability and
challenge military aggres-
sion, hate and terror.
Issued by:
National Alliance of
People’s Movements
(NAPM)
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Phule Movie - A Tale of Social Empowerment

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

u

R;mesh Chander
The writer is A Retired
Career Diplomat.

I am not a movie buff and
as such is not much interest-
ed in movies. Some of my
friends invited me to come
and see the movie at some
of the specially screened
shows. I could not say no to
one such show with my
friend Prem Shant as we
happened to be together
near the venue of the film
show at the GRD Cinemas
after a friendly birthday
breakfast hosted by one of
our common friends,
Amarjit Singh. It was a
good experience after a long
time to see a movie in a the-

atre. Thanks to Prem.

The film Phule aimed to
depict a movement in India
that called for the creation
of a new social order in
which no one would be sub-
ordinated on the basis of
caste and sex. It also picked
up the issues of social

reform and education to the
women folk. These issues
are as relevant today as
these were before during the
times of the hero and hero-
ine of the biopic film on
Jyotibarao  Phule and
Savitribai Phule, a worthy
couple and children of the
soil of Bharat. The film has
also brought out and rightly
so yet another aspect of the
Indian society, friendship

and harmony among the
Hindus and Muslims.
Joytiba Phule and Savitribai
Phule were shunted out of
the family because their
untraditional behaviour and
conduct as against the
Hindu ethos. It as one of
their friends from the
Muslim community who
not only gave them shelter
but also worked with them
in the realization of their

ideals for social reform and
empowerment of dalits and
women folk. It is a matter of
great satisfaction that their
worthy follower, Babasaheb
Ambedkar picked up the
threads and carried forward
the caravan of the Phule
Couple  through  the
Constitution of India and
otherwise too.

Jyotirao  Phule (1927-
1890), was born in Satara
District in 1827 to a family
that belonged to the Hindu
Mali caste, a Shudra in
terms of Manuwadi segre-
gation. Jyotiba Phule fought
for ~ women’s  rights.
Believing that education
was essential to bringing
about social change, he
established schools for girls
and for children of lower
castes. Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule was known for his
powerful and impactful slo-
gans that promoted social
reform and equality. One of
his key slogans was
“Education is the key to lib-
eration”. Other notable slo-
gans included “Know your
rights, stand up for them”
and “Do not discriminate
based on caste”. He also
emphasized the importance
of unity and cooperation,
and slogans like “If some-
one cooperates, don’t turn

your back on them” From
this, one can easily make
out that the Phule Couple
was total dedicated to
reform the society and
empower the women folk
and the under-privileged.
No wonder, the leaders like
Babasaheb Ambedkar and
Babu Kanshi Ram chose to
follow the footsteps of

Savitribai and Jyotiba Phule
to emancipate the Indian
society.

It was gratifying to note
that the special screening of
the film was arranged by
some  Phule-Ambedkar
Mission activists led by
Paramjit Jassal of Bulanpur
among others for the school
children of rural based
schools. It was a good ini-
tiative to educate children
and ward them off the social
ills of the society. I was
wondering as to why the
governments are so oblivi-
ous of these needs and
exempt such social films
from the entertainment tax.
Rather the educational
administrators should
advise all educational insti-
tution to arrange shows of
the film for the benefit of
the young minds, the future
of India.

It is a good and motivative
movie of about two hours, a

worth watching. The Phule
film has been directed by a
known film maker, Ananth
Mahadevan in which the
roles of Mahatma Phule and
Savitribai Phule have been
played by Pratik Gandhi
and Patralekha respectively.

Long live Joytiba Phule
and Savitribai Phule.
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Diplomacy and Politics — Some Random Thoughts
POLITICIAN VS |

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Ramesh Chander
The writer is A Retired Career
Diplomat.
Diplomacy is a process of inter-
action between
nations often
involving negoti-
ations and
® agreements,
resorted to
& achieve political
. and foreign poli-
cy goals of the country. It's
closely linked to politics, as
diplomatic actions are frequently
guided by broader political
objectives and can also shape
political outcomes. While diplo-
macy is a tool within the larger
realm of politics, in simple
words, it can be put like this —
Interdependence: Diplomacy and
politics are intertwined, with
each influencing the other.
Shared Goals: Both diplomacy
and politics share the common
goal of promoting the interests of
a state or group.
My immediate pretext to write
something on the subject is the
ongoing controversy and fist-
fighting between the opposition
parties of India led by Rahul
Gandhi of the Congress Party
and the BJP and its government
at the Centre about the role of

and opinion makers including the
media. India that is Bharat is a
democratic country of standing.
It is gratifying to note that, like
any civilized and strong country,
there is a national consensus on
the matters of interest and con-
cern to the country as a whole
particularly with regard to the
foreign policy responses to safe-
guard the sovereignty and
integrity of the country. This
national consensus was visible
with regard to the Operation
Sindoor too, prima facie. But it
was a short lived situation and
things were back to the square
one.

It seems, to my mind, political
mistrust and slugfest for brownie
points, is increasingly creeping
in our polity which is not a
healthy attribute of a good dem-

MEA SPECIAL BRIEFING
ON OPERATION SINDOOR

EAM S. Jaishankar in executing
the Operation Sindoor, undertak-
en to control and neutralize
cross border terrorism.

It is a sensitive subject and any
opinion on it must be weighed
well before it is made public.
Unfortunately, this fine line or
Lakshman Rekha is increasingly
being crossed by the politicians

ocratic set up. It must be under-
stood that foreign policy of a
country is nothing but an extend-
ed hand of internal policy and
standing of the country con-
cerned. The opposition parties
have the right to question and
criticize the government. The
government is required to be
answerable and responsible in a
prudent manner as possible and

B

feasible to safeguard the sover-
eignty and integrity of the coun-
try. The exercise is complete —
the opposition led by the LOP,
Rahul Gandhi has done its job
and the government has
explained the matter openly and
publicly.

Foreign Secretary, Vikram Misri
refuted the assertions of the

opposition that EAM Jaishankar
had alerted Pakistan in advance
before the Indian armed attack
on terror infrastructures and
facilities on May 7. Foreign
Secretary Misri clarified that the
DGMO had informed, the action
taken, to his Pakistani counter-
part after the attack on the dens
of terror inside Pakistan and
POK. The Ministry of External
Affairs on May 17 rejected Rahul
Gandhi’s accusations against
EAM Jaishankar claiming that he
had informed Pakistan ahead of
Operation Sindoor, calling it a
“misrepresentation of facts”.
Diplomacy and Politics are the
two sides of the same coin. One
needs to have a sense of discre-
tion in understanding diplomatic
issues. | think, in the given situa-
tion, it is only prudent to accept
the explanation given by the
MEA at its face value. Only time

will see and ascertain the voraci-
ty of the happenings, in due
course. Our foreign policy
machinery is manned by compe-
tent and intelligent people. EAM
S. Jaishankar is a consummate
diplomat himself and is a man of
integrity, apart from his apprecia-
ble innings in politics. He knows
his job well and knows what he
is talking about. In these days, it
is not possible to hide things for
long. Truth would come out in
due course. There is no conflict
between politics and diplomacy.
Chinese intellectual, Sun Tzu
said, “The supreme art of war is
to subdue the enemy without
fighting.” Perhaps India taking a
que from this has paused the
conflict with Pakistan after neu-
tralizing terror machine of
Pakistan. The GOI, headed by
PM Narendra Modi and fully sup-
ported by the opposition in a
strong and vibrant democracy,
has firm and unwavering political
will to face the challenges to its
sovereignty and integrity. Strong
and trained armed forces of
India, fully competent to teach
lessons to the enemy, stood
behind the political leadership
and the people of Bharat. As a
practitioner of diplomacy, | con-
clude this piece with a quote
from George F. Kennon, “You
have no idea how much it con-
tributes to the general politeness
and pleasantness of diplomacy
when you have a little quiet
armed force in the background”
But at the same time, we should
not be oblivious of the ground
reality asserted by Theodore
Roosevelt, “Speak softly and
carry a big stick; you will go far.”
As usual | take this opportunity
to caution and warn our political
and diplomatic leaderships with
an Urdu couplet —

Chupa Kar Asteen Mein Bijliyan
Rakhi Hain Gardoon

Anadil Bagh Ke Ghafil Na
Baithen Ashiyon Mein

The sky has kept thunderbolts
concealed up its sleeve
Garden’s nightingales should not
slumber in their nests
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Premier Screening of Short Film

'IK LAMBA JIHA HAUKA'’ Held in Melbourne
g ggr fagr Jar

us #dt fgady A Long Sigh

Melbourne, Australia- (Asian
Independent)- The premier
screening of the short Punjabi
film ‘IK LAMBA JIHA HAUKA' (A
Long Sigh), written by Canada-
based Punjabi author Ravinder
Singh Sodhi, took place at the
Church of Scientology in
Melbourne on Sunday. The film,
with a runtime of 45 minutes,
delves into the unpredictability of
human life, illustrating how no
one can foresee the future.

The story follows Satpal and his
wife, Jassi, who migrate from
India to Australia for a better life.
Satpal takes on various odd jobs
to adapt to their new environ-
ment. After much perseverance,
he successfully cleared his CPA
exams and became a Chartered
Accountant, eventually starting
his accountancy firm. Meanwhile,
Jassi completes her nursing stud-
ies and also becomes a qualified
nurse. The couple shares a
happy and contented life with
their only daughter, Preeti.

A turning point occurs when
Preeti expresses her desire to
move to Sydney for higher educa-
tion. Although the parents are ini-
tially hesitant, they ultimately
agree to support her decision.

-
Né

7

Shortly after Preeti’s departure,
Jassi is diagnosed with blood
cancer. During her treatment, she
begins to feel that her time is run-
ning out and encourages her hus-
band to remarry after her death.
Following Jassi’s passing, Satpal
becomes deeply lonely and even-

tually succumbs to his grief.

The premiere was attended by
approximately 200 guests. As the
film progressed, the audience
experienced intense silence,
occasionally interrupted by sobs
from both women and men.
Jaswinder Kaur Chawla delivered
a remarkable performance as
Jassi, with her facial expressions
and voice modulation reflecting
the genuine experiences of a
patient. Satinder Singh Chawla, a
well-known filmmaker and actor
in short films, portrayed Satpal
convincingly. His body language
was precise, and as the director,
he successfully drew equally
strong performances from the
rest of the cast.

Shana Bhangu made a strong
impact on screen, while support-
ing actors such as Dr.
Bhahanpreet, Punert, Jatin, Buta
Singh, and others left a lasting
impression on the audience.

The film’s success is attributed
not only to the talented actors but
also to a strong technical team
that includes director and director
of photography Mandeep
Dhindsa, scriptwriters Satinder
Chawla and Mandeep Dhindsa,
editor Paras Nagpal, art director

Jaswinder Chawla, lyricist Pauvi,
and music composers Gur
Harmeet and Vikas Dhall.
Satinder Chawla produced the
film, while story writer Ravinder
Singh Sodhi congratulated the
entire team for their efforts.
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Socio-Economic and Political position of Dalits in Punjab

(Asian independent) The socio-
economic and political position of
Dalits in Punjab, India, reflects a
complex interplay of demographic
strength, systemic marginalization,
and evolving political dynamics.
Below is a concise overview based
on available information:
Socio-Economic Position

— Demographic Significance: Dalits
constitute approximately 32% of
Punjab’s population, the highest
proportion of any Indian state, with
major castes including Mazhabi
Sikhs and Chamars

— Economic Marginalization:
Despite their numerical strength,
Dalits own less than 2-3.5% of
agricultural land in Punjab, com-
pared to the dominant Jat caste
(about 20% of the population) own-
ing around 95%. Most Dalits are
landless labourers, often working
underpaid jobs, which exacerbates
economic inequality. Higher mini-
mum support prices (MSP) for
crops can further harm them as net
food buyers.

— Social Exclusion: Dalits face per-
sistent caste-based discrimination,
including separate cremation
grounds and restricted access to
some Gurudwaras (Sikh places of
worship). Ghettoization remains
common, even in urban areas, with
Dalits often segregated socially
and spatially.

— Occupational Shifts: Many Dalits

All India Peoples Front

Lucknow (Asian
independent)
22/05/2025 In a
meeting of National
Working Committee
of AIPF held today a
resolution was
passed condemning
the extra judicial
Killing of 27 mem-
bers including
General Sectary of
the Communist Party
of India (Maoist). We
do not subscribe to
the political ideology

of the Maoists’ party
but the way the
Central and the state
government are
annihilating the
Maoists and innocent
tribals, is con-
demnable.
known fact that per-
sons engaged in the
service of the society
had urged the
Central government
as well as the state
government of
Chhattisgarh to start

have moved away from traditional
caste-based occupations and the
agrarian economy, seeking alterna-
tive livelihoods. However, this has
not significantly improved their eco-
nomic status due to limited access
to resources and opportunities.

— Government Support: Initiatives
like MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act), housing plots, pen-
sions, and post-matric scholarships
aim to uplift Dalits, but implementa-
tion gaps limit their impact.

Political Position

— Political Participation: Dalits in
Punjab have historically faced polit-
ical marginalization, with less than
10% representation in government
despite their population size. Of
Punjab’s 117 assembly seats, 34
are reserved for Scheduled
Castes, reflecting their demograph-
ic weight but not necessarily their
influence.

— Political Mobilization: Dalit poli-
tics in Punjab is evolving, with
attempts to consolidate their vote
bank. The Congress party’s
appointment of Charanjit Singh
Channi as Punjab’s first Dalit Chief
Minister in 2021 was seen as a
strategic move to appeal to Dalit
voters, though its long-term impact
remains debated. The failure of the
“Channi experiment” highlights the
complexity of Dalit identity and
political aspirations in Punjab)

dialogue with the
Maoists. It is report-
ed that Maoist lead-
ership had also
accepted the sug-
gestion made by civil
libertarians but
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment rejected the
proposal and encir-
clement (gherao)
and killing of the
cadres of Maoists is
going on unabated.
It may be mentioned
that it is not an iso-

itis a

— Caste and Political Dynamics:
Political participation is shaped by
caste clashes, often rooted in
demands for land and social equal-
ity. Dalit political movements in
Punjab are fragmented, with some
aligning with mainstream parties
and others seeking autonomy
through regional or caste-based
organizations

— Cultural and Religious Influence:
Deras (religious sects) play a sig-
nificant role in mobilizing Dalit com-
munities, offering spiritual and
social support while influencing
political alignments. This adds a
layer of complexity to Dalit political
identity.

Key Challenges

— Land Disparity: The stark con-
trast in land ownership (e.g., Dalits
owning 0.72-3.5% vs. Jatts owning
95%) fuels economic and social
inequality.

— Social Stigma: Despite constitu-
tional protections and affirmative
action, caste-based discrimination
persists, limiting social mobility.

— Political Fragmentation: While
Dalits have numerical strength,
their political influence is diluted by
internal divisions and lack of cohe-
sive leadership).

Recent Developments

— Posts on X and web sources
indicate growing awareness of
Dalit issues, with calls for better
land redistribution, economic

- 1'

lated event but part
of a large fascist
plan to arrest intel-

lectuals, human
rights activists and
dissenters and book
them in fabricated
cases. Bhima
Koregaon arrests
and recent arrest of
Prof. Ali khan are its
glaring examples.
Many of them who
were charged by this
government have
been found innocent.
AIPF is of the view
that this fascist trend
developing in the

opportunities, and political repre-
sentation. However, systemic barri-
ers and resistance from dominant
castes continue to hinder progress.
— The 2022 Punjab elections high-
lighted the Dalit vote’s potential to
reshape political dynamics, though
outcomes suggest limited structural
change.

Conclusion

Dalits in Punjab are a significant
demographic group but remain
socio-economically disadvantaged
due to limited land ownership,
occupational restrictions, and
social exclusion. Politically, they
are gaining visibility but face chal-
lenges in translating numerical
strength into proportional power.
Ongoing efforts through govern-
ment schemes and political mobi-
lization aim to address these
issues, but deep-rooted caste hier-
archies and economic disparities
pose persistent obstacles.
Courtesy: grok.com

SR Darapuri, National President,
All India Peoples Front

’s Resolution

country is not good
for democracy and
the nation.

AIPF joins with all
political and social
formations, who are
calling to stop killing
and start dialogue for
the resolution of the
problem.

On behalf of NWC of
AIPF

S.R. Darapuri
National President,
All India Peoples
Front.
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A silence of conspiracy

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
By Vidya Bhushan Rawat

The Bihar government has decided that the pilgrim
city of Gaya would now be called Gaya ji. The
announcement in this regard was officially made by
the government after a cabinet meeting in Patna.
Ironically, the Bihar government so far has not
uttered a single sentence about the legitimate
demand of the Buddhists world to hand over the his-
toric MahaBodhi Vihar Temple to them. The
Buddhists have been silently protesting since
February 12th, 2025 at Gaya but sadly this remains
unnoticed by the media as well as political parties.
Some of the political leaders of various parties
raised the issue in Bihar Assembly but fact of the
matter is that none of the top-ranking political lead-
ers of parties have spoken anything about it.
On the Buddha Purnima Day, governor Arif
Mohammad Khan visited the holy shrine and spoke
about the greatness of Buddha but remained silent
on the issue. Buddhist activists accused the governor
of offering archana to Lord Shiva too, ignoring the
sentiments of the Buddhists. Shockingly, while
speaking big things about Buddha at an event, the
governor did not even notice that the Buddhists were
sitting for over two months asking for a change in
the BodhGaya Temple Management Committee.
Prior to Buddha Purnima day, there was a continu-
ous dharana at the site and Buddhists particularly
from Maharashtra were thronging the place.
Bahujan Vikas Aghadi leader Prakash Ambedkar too
visited the place and expressed his strong solidarity
with the movement. BSP leader Ms Mayawati too
expressed her solidarity with the movement though
she has not yet travelled to Bodh Gaya. Except for
these two leaders, no other leader of any recognised
party has spoken about it. RID which is the main
opposition party in Bihar has rarely spoken about it.
PDA leader Akhilesh Yadav and his party has not
bothered to speak about it. Rahul Gandhi who has
travelled to Bihar several times now
and raised the issue of Dalits has not
spoken a single sentence about the
Mahabodhi Temple issue. All these
leaders greeted people on Buddha
Purnima day but sadly remained con-
spicuously silent.
There is no reference of this any-
where in the newspapers or electron-
ic media except a few youtubers and
Ambedkarite portals writing about
the issue regularly but most of the
writings and reporting do not really
investigate or introspect on the issue.
Rather, we get faithful reporting of
leaders and cadres mostly from
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh.
There is a clash of political ideolo-
gies here too and that is natural. For millions of
Dalits in India, road to Buddhism goes via Baba
Saheb Ambedkar while for a number of Buddhists in
the Himalayan regions like Ladakh, Darjeeling,
Himachal or Uttar Pradesh, Buddhism may not have
the same political connotation as for the
Ambedkarites who look upon it like a liberation the-
ology. That contradiction seems to be emerging here
too and blame game too has started.
There was a call for a big gathering on Buddha
Purnima Day but it seems except for the dedicated
Buddhists from Maharashtra and many from Uttar
Pradesh, there was not a big crowd. Till the date, one
Akash Lama was leading the ‘nonpolitical move-
ment’ but suddenly he announced the suspension of
the Dharana on Buddha Purnima day resulting in
accusation of conniving with RSS and the govern-
ment. It is at this point of time another Bhante
Vinaya Acharya who seems to have questioned this
suspension of Dharna as well as the inactive move-
ment and wanted to launch a bigger movement to
liberate the holiest shrines of the Buddhists, is miss-

By Vidya Bhushan
Rawat

ing from the night. It seems he has been arrested by
the police though there is no information about his
whereabouts. It is also strange that Bhantay’s arrest
or disappearance has not found its way in the Bihar
media. Not much is heard from the political class
about him. So, nobody actually knows what is hap-
pening as there is not a single official line of the
Buddhists as well.

A video has gone viral in which a local vendor
responds Jai Shri Ram to the shout of Jai Bhim.
There is an altercation there as to how come a non-
Buddhist or anti Buddhist person allowed to be in
the location of Maha Bodhi Vihar. The Buddhists
from Maharashtra might find it offensive but the fact
is that the Maha Bodhi Vihar movement would have
succeeded if this was in Maharashtra or there were
enough Buddhists in Bodh
Gaya which unfortunately is
the bitter truth. Despite all
sloganeering of PDA or
Bahujans, a majority of
Bahujan masses actually suf-
fer from their own caste hier-
archies and the only thing
unite them is discrimination
by the Brahmanical forces but
so far they have not yet
launched a movement which
could eliminate Brahmanism
from among themselves.
Many of the intellectuals
claim that it is a conspiracy to
speak about that because only
the Brahmins exploit them. A
majority of the people, com-
munities and castes live in and around Mahabodhi
Vihar belong to Dalit Bahujan communities and yet
there is not enough local support which could polit-
ically threaten the government. The leaders like
Chirag Paswan or Jeetan Ram Manjhi remained
absolutely silent. It is clear that the issue has not yet
captured the emotion and sentiments of the local
Bahujan masses which is a huge failure. Bihar’s
social justice politics actually revolve around agrar-
ian OBCs who have not been delinked from the
Brahmanical traditions. The cultural affiliation of
communities like Dusadh as well as Charmkars too
is heavily turned towards the rituals and practices
which are often linked to Brahmanism. Unlike
Mahars in Maharashtra and Jatavs and Chamars in
Uttar Pradesh, Dalits as well as OBCs are culturally
inclined to the Brahmanical practices and rituals.
Even in the beginning the Mahabodhi Mahavihara
issue was not raised by the local people. Frankly
speaking, the person who internationalized it was
Srilankan Bhikkhu Anagarika Dharmapala. The
Buddhist movement in India got its roots in the

masses only after Baba Saheb Ambedkar revived it
but sadly after his ‘Mahaparinirvana’, the movement
got confined to Maharashtra alone and partly in
Western Uttar Pradesh. The movement got revi-
talised after the ascendancy of BSP in power in Uttar
Pradesh when Ms Mayawati became chief minister
of the state as she promoted Buddhism, created sep-
arate districts like Kushinagar, Mahamayanagar,
Panchsheel Nagar etc apart from many other things.
The issue of Mahabodhi Mahavihara has always
daunted the Buddhist community world over as to
why their holiest shrine is not handed over to them

for its management. There is no dispute over the
authenticity and historicity of the Mahabodhi
Mahavihara but it is disturbing to see the deafening
silence of all the major political players. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on his foreign tours, speaks
about Buddha and Buddhism as India’s cultural her-
itage but so far he has remained mute on the issue.
Bihar government too has not spoken anything of it.
The Ambedkarites are also pinning their hopes on
the Chief Justice of India Justice B R Gavai but the
fact is that the most important influencer in this
regard can only be Prime Minister Narendra Modi
apart from other Hindu organisations who should
peacefully resolve this issue by handing over the
Management of the BodhGaya Temple Management
Committee to the Buddhists. The Hindu organisa-
tions have been seeking a positive response from
Muslims in relation to all the religious places that
they feel were originally ‘Hindu’ but were ‘demol-
ished’ or appropriated as Mosques. The argument for
Ayodhya Ram Temple movement was the same that
Muslims should respect the sentiments of Hindus
and hand over the temple to Hindus. The Supreme
Court order in this regard was more to ‘honor’ the
sentiments of Hindus rather than a judgement based
on facts and constitutionality. The court used its own
power in the good faith so that a political issue
which should have been resolved long back, is now
settled amicably. It is surprising why the same court
can’t ask the Hindus to respect the sentiments of
Buddhists and ask the government to make due

changes in the BodhGaya Temple Management
Committee and hand it over to Buddhists. There is
no dispute of its historicity and Buddhist back-
ground yet neither the court nor the political leaders
have spoken about it. For political parties every mat-
ter relate to the general mass support and political
profit and loss due to an issue and therefore parties
which do not have much stake in Bihar like Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi are speaking loudly while those in
Bihar are keeping quiet because of the absence of a
popular local movement for this. Neither Lalu Yadav
nor Chirag Paswan has uttered anything on this.
Rahul Gandhi who has been vocal on the issues of
Dalits as well as OBCs, have remained mute on the
issue. He recently travelled to Darbhanga, addressed
the SC students at the Ambedkar Hostel and later
saw the film Phule with various activists, academics,
students and politicians at a mall in Patna but did not
utter a single word about the Buddhists demanding
justice at Bodh Gaya.
This clearly indicate that for the political class, an
issue only becomes important when it has the mass
support. It seems locally there is no support for the
movement in and around Bodh Gaya and a majority
of the support that it is getting is from outside. The
Buddhist movement initiated by Baba Saheb
Ambedkar has not reached diverse Dalit communi-
ties in India. Politically, all Bahujan parties do pay
tribute to Lord Buddha and speak about its impor-
tance, but on the ground, they won’t speak about it
and avoid it. Thirdly, even among the Dalits, it is
mostly the Mahars and Jatavs who have embraced
Buddhism and rest of the communities and leaders
have not shown much inclination to it. For the
OBCs, it does not concern much at the moment
though exceptions are there but they are too small to
impact the majority. Finally, there is also the
= cultural differences between the Buddhists from
other regions and the Ambedkarite approach to
it who have been aggressively speaking against
# the ‘brahmanical’ onslaught on it. The non
Ambedkarite Buddhists approach is through
. matured political dialogue with the government
as it does not necessarily consider Hindus as
adversary but for Ambedkarites Buddhists,
aggressive critique of Brahmanism is the main
theme of Buddhism. There are other issues of
leadership of the movement too. The people are
missing Bhadant Nagarjun Surai Sasai who had
single handedly raised the issue long back but
now the age is not permitting him to do much though
he is active in Maharashtra.
Now, this issue can be resolved by two persons. One
by the Supreme Court which should take suo moto
note of it and give direction to the Bihar govern-
ment. Secondly, by Narendra Modi, who is persist-
ently using Buddhism as India’s soft power world
over. He participates in most of the Buddhist festi-
vals and speaks greatly about Buddhism globally
whenever he meets world leaders. Buddha is India’s
biggest global influencer and one is sure that the
government understands it. The government can call
an all-party meeting and resolve the issue. This is
not an issue which can’t be resolved. Unlike
Ayodhya, the issue is not really that of the origin and
historicity of the temple but about its management
which rightfully belonged to Buddhists.
Whether there are political movements or not, the
government of India must take notice of this issue
and provide its helping hand to Bihar government in
this regard to resolve the issue. Buddha and
Buddhism are India’s biggest soft power and if the
government has positive intent, it can resolve this
issue peacefully and democratically. It is time for the
government to act and show the world how India
resolves its crisis with great maturity involving all.
Follow me on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/vbrawat
twitter at freetohumanity
Skype at vbrawat
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