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sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade |
platform is now available on yourlocal London Area. They have fully trained and |
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providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.
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2569 Buddha Jayanti Celebration
And 134th Birth Anniversary of Or. B. R, Ambedkar

Saturday 17™ May 2025
L1.0MF i = 230 pm
At

52 Woodfield Avenue, Wolverhampton W4 4AF

i

mre pordialy invited along with amily and fiends 1o the cslebration of Buddha

Jayant / Wesakh Day and Ambedakar Jayanti. May the day of Wesskh fille your heart
wilth happire=ss and peacn of mind and bless with special joy commermesating tha Barth
Erdighienrmen] and Mabhaparinibiana of the Boddbo,

Prog ramme

ing five precepts and chanting
by 'Venerabie !Iurlghu in English and Hindl

Talk and posby by guest speakers

Lunch affered by Nicok Mamman Ral & Domdnic Ral
LufAch will be served BEbween 1200 1 1000m

Gn tivis ausplchous occasion any donation o Buddha Vikara s highly appreciated.
imternational Buddhist Trust UK Dedicated to Bhikkhu Chandramani, the Diksha

Guru of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Apcaunt N 39333360, Sart Code: 30-30-83 al Liayds Bk

International Buddhist Trust UK

Dedicated bo Bhikkhu Chandraman the DEksha Guru of D, B. R Ambedkar
52 Wopdfield &venue, Penn, Wolverbampion, Wv4 44F
Email: int. buddhist tsakfPgmail cam  Charity Regisiration Na.: 1180542

Far Furthar snformation phease contact Yen. Telwant {President) D777 54537368
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JETVAN BUDHA VIHARA

Tathagal Gautarn Budh  NakodarJalandhar, Punjal

Central Bank Of Indi
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THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

Leicester {Tarlochan Singh
Virk}- The Second World War
2 ended on 8th May 1945. A
Service of Thanksgiving on the
80th Anniversary of VE Day
took place at multi-cultural city
of Leicester where people
speak most of the languages of
the world and live peacefully
side by side. Leicestershire and
Leicester has combined popu-
lation of 1,180, 881 {County
712,300, City 368,881}.
Leicester is considered a
‘super-diverse’ city, with most
of its population belonging to
Black, Asian, Minority, Ethnic
[BAME} groups according to
reports in 2022 with a signifi-
cant percentage of residents
being bom outside the United
Kingdom. In the 2021 Census,
43.4% of Leicester’s residents
identified their ethnic group as
Asian, Asian British or Asian
Welsh. Oftthis 34.3% identified
themselves as Indian.

The Service on Thursday 8th
May 2025 started at 5.30 pm at
the Leicester Cathedral and
those in attendance included
The Very Rev. Karen Rooms
the Dean of Leicester; Rev.
Canon Pastor; Major Martin
Strecker 222 Medical
Squadron; Michael Kapur
OBE CStJ] The Lord-
Lieutenant of Leicestershire;
Vice Lord-Lieutenant of
Leicestershire Col. Richard
Hurwood; Chairman of
Leicestershire County Council
Councillor Joe Orson; The
Lord Mayor of Leicester
Councillor Bhupen Dave; The
Mayor of Leicester Sir Peter
Soulsby; The Right Rev. Saju
Muthalay ~ Bishop  of
Loughborough; The Choir and
other civic dignitaries.

The Very Revd. Karen Rooms
Dean of Leicester began with
The Introduction and Opening
Prayer ““. . ...We gather together
on this day to commemorate
the 80th anniversary of Victory
in Europe, when the sounds of

11/05/2025

t i : I.-_.l.'..l.:.-ﬂ\.!_l-'h

A Sairvics o Thankipiving e
the B0* Anmiversary of
WE Dy

it B 5
war fell silent on this continent
at the end of the Second World
War. We gather to remember
the way Soldiers, Sailers,
Airmmen and marines gave their
lives restraining evil and

opposing tyranny. We pray for
those whose lives are still

scarred by the memory and
actions of warfare and those
whose futures are made uncer-

tain by the threat of conflict.”

Major Martin Strecker read
“Tribute to The Million’“‘Let us
remember those who so self-
lessly gave their lives at home
and abroad, whose sacrifice
enables us to enjoy the peace
and freedom we have today.
Let us remember those who
came home wounded, physi-
cally and mentally, and the
friends and family who cared
for them and remember the
families that lost husbands,

Special

Ty

sons and sweethearts. Also
remember the servicemen,
merchant seamen, miners,
brave civilians and others from
Commonwealth and Allied
countries who fought, suffered
and died during the several
years of war.

Michael Kapur OBE CStJ

The Second Reading from The
Book of John 15.9-17 ““ As the
Father has loved me, I have
loved you: abide in my love. If
you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just
as I have kept my father’s com-
mandments, and abide in his
love.”

The Vice Lord-Lieutenant of
Leicestershire Col. Richard
Hurwood read “They shall
grow not old as we that are left
grow old: age shall not weary

who hails from [udhiana in B

Punjab was very proud to be
the first Punjabi to become the
Lord-Lieutenant of
Leicestershire on 14th June
2018 and is the official repre-
sentative of His Majesty the
King for the County of
Leicestershire and the City of
Leicester. He read The First
Reading from the Book of
Isaiah *“ Those who walk right-
eously and speak uprightly,
who despise the gain of oppres

sion, who wave away a bribe
instead of accepting it, who
stop their ears from hearing of
bloodshed and shut their eyes
from looking on evil, they will
live on the heights, their refuge
will be fortresses of rocks, their
food will be supplied, their
water assured. For the Lord is
our judge, the Lord is our ruler,
the Lord is our King, he will
save us.”

The first citizen of Leicester the
Lord Mayor of Leicester
Councillor Bhupen Dave read

them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the moming, we will
remember them. We will
remember them.”

The Address was delivered by
The Right Reved. Saju
Muthalay =~ Bishop  of
Loughborough who reminded
everyone of the suffering of
those who came back from
wars in the past and the dread-
ful war consequences of the
civil war in Sudan, the conflict
between Isreal and Palestine,
ongoing war between Russia
and Ukraine that has affected
many countries and the recent
tensions between two neigh-
bouring nuclear powers India
and Pakistan regarding which
citizens of our County and City
are very worried and scared
about their loved ones in
Kashmir. The Bishop of
Loughborough also read The
Blessings and the Service of
Thanksgiving to mark the end
of the Second World War con-
cluded with everyone singing
The National anthem.
Members of the Punjabi
Listeners Club formed on the
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The A SERVIGE of TIIANI(SGI\'ING on the 80th ANNIVERSARY of VE DAY

3rd anniversary of BBC Radio
Leicester’s Punjabi Programme
were also invited to this special
Service of Thanksgiving.
Celebrating its 30th anniversary
this year the Punjabi Listeners
Club has been promoting
Punjabi Language and Sikh
religion through Turban Tying
Competition, Punjabi Writing
Competition, Punjabi
Language Seminar, Trips to see
Sikhs” contribution in World
Wars exhibition at SOAS

University in London, Sikh
National Museum in Derby
and were very honoured and
grateful that The Lord-
Lieutenant of Leicestershire,
The Vice Lord Lieutenant and
The Lord Mayor of Leicester
were our Guest of Honour at
the International Mother
Language Day Celebrations
2023, Guru Nanak Gurpurab

Celebrations at  Wigston
Library and Kavi Darbar in
2024 respectively.

The Sikh Community all over
the world is remembering all
those Sikh Soldiers who sacri-
ficed their lives and were
wounded. Singh  Sabha
Gurdwara Derby , Guru Nank
Gurdwara Birmingham and
other Gurdwaras are pro-active
n raising awareness of Sikhs’
contributions and the sacrifices

they have made. At an event in
Solihull in Birmingham in
2023 Jay Singh -Johal VR,
Chairman of the WWI1
Memorial Charity and trustee
of the Commonwealth War
Graves Foundation delivered a
presentation about the shared
history of Sikhs and the British
and commented *“ The story of
the Sikh military contribution to
Great Britain is a legacy that
lives on with serving Sikhs, and
I know for myself the way in
which the heroic yet selfless
service of our forebears and vet-
erans continue to inspire us to
undertake great deeds today.”
The Sikhs and British relation-
ship go back to the 18th centu-
ry. A total of 83,005 Sikh
Soldiers were killed and
109,045 were wounded n the
two World Wars so that the rest
of the world can enjoy living in
freedom.

A few years ago, a Sikh War
Memorial Statue was erected in
a very prominent place in
Leicester’s main Victoria Park
and very near to University of
Leicester, Community college
and the popular De Montfort
Hall to commemorate the brav-
ery and sacrifice of tens of thou-

sands of Sikh Soldiers who

fought for the UK during various
military campaigns in the World
Wars. These are accreditations of
our veterans as there are numer-
ous statues around the country
allowing their contribution to be
remembered and their bravery
acknowledged. Another such
statue is going to be in the capital
London with the efforts of Tan
Dhesi MP and others. Such
actions also endorse the Anglo
Sikh relationship.
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Ghadar: The First Novel on the Rebellion

(Asian independent) The
rebellion of 1857 had
spread over a vast area of
the Indian subcontinent but
its main focus was the
Hindi heartland. The effect
of the rebellion on Hindi lit-
erature, therefore, is expect-
ed to be considerable. The
first four novels of Hindi
were written by the authors
residing in Delhi and the
surrounding areas.
Gauridutt, the author of
Devrani Jethani Ki Kahani
(1870) was from Meerut,
Ishwari Prasad-Kalyan Rai,
the authors of Vama
Shikshak (1872) were also
from Meerut, the author of
Bhagyawati (1877) Sradha
Ram Phillory came from
Punjab, and the author of
Parikshaguru (1882) Lala
Sriniwas Das lived in Delhi.
But these texts do not indi-
cate any impact of the rebel-
lion which started from
Meerut and a fierce battle
had taken place in Delhi
between the rebellious
Indians and the British
forces. Whereas the folk lit-
erature of this period
depicts the rebellion on a
large scale. This despite the
fact that novels in large
numbers were written in the
pre-Premchand era. The
detective novel may be
exempted but in social and
historical novels too, no
substantial impact of the
rebellion is to be found.

Surprisingly several British
writers wrote more than 50
novels/fictional accounts
based on the ‘Mutiny’
between 1859 to 1964 as
mentioned by
Shailendradhari Singh in
his book Novels On the
Indian Mutiny. Gautam
Chakravarty includes and
analyses 70 such novels
written from 1859 to 1947
in the book The Indian

Mutiny and the British
Imagination. The first Hindi
novel on the rebellion, titled
Ghadar (1930) was pub-
lished by a Delhi based
writer Rishabh Charan Jain
after a long wait of 73 years.
Actually this the first full-
fledged novel based on the
rebellion written in any
Indian language. The novel
was confiscated immediate-
ly by the British govern-
ment.

This novel is neither easily
available now nor does it
find any special mention in
the history of the Hindi
novel. P. J. O. Tailor in his
book on the ‘Mutiny’ titled
What Really Happened
During Mutiny gives a ref-
erence list of novels/books
written on the rebellion in
Hindi, Urdu, Bangla,
Marathi and other lan-
guages. He makes no men-
tion of this first novel in
Hindi written on the rebel-
lion. Dr. Ramvilas Sharma
too has not mentioned this
novel while analysing the
impact of the rebellion on
Hindi literature. Scholars
who have worked on the
modern Hindi prose or
political consciousness in
fiction have not given any
attention to this novel. This
indicates a trend of over-
looking the fiction based on
the rebellion by writers and
scholars as well. As late as
in 1976, Bhagawandas
Mahore in his Ph. D. thesis
1857 Ke Swadhinata
Sangram Ka Hindi Sahitya
Par Prabhav, for the first
time, makes a special refer-
ence to Ghadar, accepting
its significance as the first
novel written on the rebel-
lion. After Ghadar came
Jhansi Ki Rani Lakshmibai
(1946) by Vrindavan Lal
Verma. This novel can be
termed as a trend-setter in
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the sense that an
tent process of writing nov-
els on the rebellion of 1857
had begun and it continues
till today.

Ghadar, divided into 10
episodes with an epilogue,
contains only 88 pages.
However, its brevity does
not come in the way of its
significance. The plot of the
novel is based on the inci-
dents that took place in
Bithoor and Kanpur during
the Rebellion. The novel
deals with the period from
May 10, 1857, the day of
the revolt by the soldiers of
Meerut, to July 17, 1857,
when Nana Saheb
defeated by the army of
Havelock.

The author plays safe while
writing this novel as there
was an obvious fear of the
wrath of British rule.
Further, it was a challenging
task for him to write a novel
based on the incidents of
Kanpur. Kanpur witnessed
two ‘infamous’ incidents of
Satichaura ~ Ghat  and
Bibighar. These two inci-
dents are described by the
British officers and histori-
ans as the most barbaric and
deceitful acts of massacre
by the rebels. However,
there are controversial and
contradictory
about the incidents.

The writer has made a dar-
ing attempt when he choos-
es these two incidents as the
subject matter of his novel.
In the novel when the

was

versions

mtermit-

on a boatman; or was it
instigated by the mob pres-
ent on the spot in a reaction
to General Neil’s atrocities?

st The writer mainly focuses

flames of the rebellion
engulf Kanpur and Nana
accepts the leadership of the
rebels, the British take shel-
ter in the Entrenchment
with their families. After a
one month encampment,
they strike a deal with
Nana. As per their agree-
ment, Nana agrees to give a
safe passage to the British
to leave Kanpur
Allahabad by arranging
boats for them. As they are

for

Prem Singh

about to sit in the boats, fir-
ing starts, the boats are set
afire, and most people die
on the spot including the
Army Chief Sir Hugh
Wheeler.

The historians are not too
clear about what exactly
happened that day and who
were responsible for the
massacre. If the rebels had
planned the massacre, why
then did they bring them on
elephants and ‘palkis’ to the
river bank when they could
have killed them outside the
Entrenchment? Was it a
‘conspiracy’ hatched by
Nana; was it an impulsive
reaction by the soldiers pro-
voked by the British firing

on two characters in the
novel: Nana Saheb and
Azimullah Khan. The rep-
resentation of Nana does
not emerge in a strong and
vibrant manner. He is repre-
sented as pro-British and as
one who does not have a
will to revolt nor has any
information about the plans
of the revolutionaries. Jain’s
portrayal of Nana goes
against the general Indian
perception which views his
role as one of the prominent
heroes of 1857, but it also
questions the British per-
ception that views him as a
cruel villain. The author
probably intended to pres-
ent a picture that was very
different from the negative
or negligible portrayal that
was awarded to him in the
historical as well as fiction-
al accounts by the British
writers.

This bias, even abhorrence,
against Nana witnessed in
British literature is perhaps
rooted in the massacres at
Satichaura  Ghat and
Bibighar in which not only
British men but also
women and children were
killed in cold blood. The
responsibility for this car-
nage, it was believed by the
British, lay with Nana. But
in the novel Nana is shown
to be innocent of these mas-
sacres. Jain goes a step
ahead in this endeavour.
Towards the end of the
novel, he writes about a dis-
traught Nana suffering
because he considers him-
self morally responsible for
the inhuman slaughter. The
novel concludes with Nana,
along with his family row-
ing down a river and then

embracing death voluntari-
ly by sinking into the waters
in an act of moral repen-
tance.

27 years after the publica-
tion of Ghadar comes
Surendra Nath  Sen’s
‘objective and factual’ his-
tory of the rebellion titled
1857. Abul Kalam Azad
while writing the Preface to
the book emphatically felt
that the time had arrived
when the Indians and the
British both should view the
Rebellion objectively and
factually so that the feelings
of hatred on both sides
could be wiped away.
Whether the author of
Ghadar shared a similar
sentiment or not, the novel
minimizes the possibility of
further provocation for the
feeling of hatred between
the Indians and the British.
In fact, the writer has con-
fessed that he did not want
to tarnish his fictional repre-
sentation by commenting
on the religious-racial
revenge undertaken by the
British in Kanpur after the
defeat of rebels. There is no
need to say that this first
novel on the rebellion can
be read from the perspec-
tive of other characters and
incidents  besides  the
notable characterization of
Nana Saheb.

P.S. A detailed analysis of
Ghadar can be found in my
article ‘1857 in the Hindi
Novel: The Character and
the Spirit of the Rebellion’
compiled in the book
Literary Resistance: India
1857, Ed. GK. Das,
Sushma Arya, Primus
Books, Delhi, 2009

(The author associated with
the socialist movement is a
former teacher of Delhi
University and a former fel-
low of Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla)
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AMBEDKAR INTERNATIONAL MISSION LONDON
Pays Homage To
THE GREAT DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR
On the occasion of his 134" Birth Anniversary
Sunday, 11th May, 2025 (O From 2 pm (sharp) until 6 pm
¢ At ElImhurst School, Upton Park Road, London, E7 8JY

All are cordially invited along with family, friends and relatives
Speeches and poetry by distinguished guests

Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State at the Department for
Work and Pensions will be in attendance
from 2 pm until 2:30 pm

CHIEF GUEST *

Dr. B.P. Ashok (IPS Retd), PhD, D.Litt.

Dr. B.P. Ashok is a prominent public figure now retired from
his professional role as an Indian Police Service Officer. He
has delivered over 5,000 lectures on social, cultural,religious,
political, and motivational issues worldwide, including at
the London School of Economics, House of Commons (UK),
the University of London, the National Police Academy in
Hyderabad, the UP Academy of Administration, and

leading Strategic Change course at the Royal Institute of
Public Administration in London, as well as lectured at
various other universities around the world. He is also the
author of more than 30 books.

Transport and Parking Cultural Entertainment

Mearest Underground: Upton Park, Giani Tarsem Singh Virdee and Party
= District, Hammersmith and City lines. f=>=, London (+91 9855 08290)
i (/T Tabla and Dhol Academy,

The venue is 10 minutes’ walk from i " Dance performance:
Upton Park Underground Station Ms Tamalika and Ms Sonia

Free parking at EImhurst Primary School
Lunch will be strictly served between 12 noon - 1:30 pm only
) Contact: Tel. 07751-668926
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Bedford Commemorates Dr Ambedkar’s Birth

Bedford (Arun
Kumar)- Dr
Ambedkar’s 134th
birth anniversary was
commemorated on 4
May 2025 at the
Centenary Hall,
Kempston, Bedford.
The event was organ-
ised jointly by
Ambedkar Mission
Society, Shri Guru

Arun Kumar

Ravidass Sabha,
Bhagwan Valmik Sabha
and Nirankari Satsang
Bhavan. This was the
second function in
Bedford pertaining to
Ambedkar birth cele-
bration. First was cele-
brated on 14 April as
Equality Day recognis-

must be reminded that
Bedford Borough
Council has officially
declared 14 April as
Equality Day and cele-
brated by illuminating
the Corn Exchange, a
historical council
building. A special
event to pay homage to
Dr Ambedkar was also
organised on that day.

A number of politi-
cians, academics and
community leaders
attended and appreci-
ated Dr Ambedkar’s
monumental work for
uplifting the margin-
alised communities
and his efforts in
enacting labour laws.

ing Dr Ambedkar’s
contribution and lega-
cy in the matters of
equality and justice. It

Mohammad Yasin MP,
Cllr Abu Sultan,
Leader of the Labour
Group, ClIlr Harish

Jaswinder Kumar

|

Dhanpat Ratu

8 |
o

14th April

Thapar, Dhanpat Rattu,
Pryanka, Manisha
Waghmare, Hemlata,
Balram Sampla, C.
Gautam, Joint
Secretary, Federation
of Ambedkarite &
B u dd h i s t
Organisations UK
(FABO  UK), Dr
Harbans Virdee,
International
Coordinator, FABO

- UK, Ravi Gautam,

Ashok Teji, Nirankari

Satsang Bhawan,
Jaswinder Kumar,
President, Shri Guru
Ravidass Sabha,

Bedford and Ram Pal
Rahi, President, FABO
UK and Ambedkar
Mission society,
Bedford, Nirmal
Sondhi were some of
the speakers who made
a valuable contribution
highlighting the sig-
nificant contribution

.f?

EQUALITY DAY

C Gautam

14th April

Rampal Rahi

of Dr Ambedkar to the
human rights move-
ment, Indian constitu-
tion and gender equali-
ty.

Sufi singer, Sukhdev
Jassi entertained the
audience with  his
melodious vocals.
Arun Kumar success-
fully anchored the
event.
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Vesak Day: A Celebration of
Compassion and Wisdom
Vesak Day, also known as
Buddha Day, is a significant
holiday in the Buddhist cal-
endar that commemorates
the birth, enlightenment, and
passing of Siddhartha
Gautama, the historical
Buddha. Here are some rea-
sons why Vesak Day is cele-
brated:
Honouring
Teachings
1. Birth of the Buddha:
Vesak Day marks the birth of
Siddhartha Gautama, who
later became the Buddha,
and shared his teachings
with the world.

2. Enlightenment: The
Buddha’s enlightenment is a
pivotal moment in Buddhist
tradition, as it represents his
attainment of supreme wis-
dom and compassion.
Promoting Compassion and
Wisdom

the Buddha'’s

11/05/2025

1. Cultivating mindfulness:
Vesak Day encourages
practitioners to cultivate
mindfulness, compassion,
and wisdom in their daily
lives.

2. Practicing loving-kind-
ness: Buddhists often
engage in acts of kindness,
generosity, and charity on
Vesak Day, embodying the
Buddha’s teachings.
Community and Reflection
1. Community gatherings:
Vesak Day brings Buddhist
communities together, fos-
tering a sense of unity and
shared purpose.

2. Reflection and meditation:
Many Buddhists observe
Vesak Day with meditation,
reflection, and study of the
Buddha’s teachings.
Universal Values

1. Compassion and empa-
thy: Vesak Day promotes
universal values like com-
passion, empathy, and kind-
ness, which are essential for
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How to celebrate Vesak Day (Buddha Jayanti) ?
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creating a more harmonious
world.

2. Peace and understand-
ing: The holiday encourages
individuals to strive for
peace, understanding, and
inner transformation.
Celebrating Vesak Day

1. Visit Buddhist temples:
Many Buddhist temples hold
Vesak Day celebrations,
offering a chance to learn
about the Buddha’s teach-
ings and participate in ritu-
als.

2. Engage in acts of kind-
ness: Perform acts of kind-
ness, volunteer, or donate to
charitable causes, embody-
ing the Buddha’s teachings.
3. Practice meditation and
reflection: Take time for self-
reflection, meditation, and
study of Buddhist teachings.
By Sangha kaya Buddhist
education centre Nr.
Power grid Sahyog Nagar
Uttar Nagpur.
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The first province-wide campalgn launches to combat 9-1-1 misuse

(Asian independent)
Brampton: A new and
first-ever
provincewide  cam-
paign launched today
to continue the battle
against 9-1-1 misuse.
The provincial
Emergency Services
Steering Committee
(ESSC) launched the
campaign called
“When Every Second
Counts.” The cam-
paign aims to reduce
non-emergency 9-1-1
calls by educating the
public on proper 9-1-1
usage, promoting
awareness of alterna-
tive non-emergency
numbers, and high-
lighting the conse-
quences of misuse.

“9-1-1 1s designated
for life-threatening or
health-related emer-
gencies; however,
throughout the
province,  residents
continue to misuse this
service for trivial mat-
ters ranging from bore-
dom to issues with
restaurant orders or
malfunctioning televi-
sions,” stated Nancy
Polsinelli, a member of
the ESSC Steering
Committee and

Commissioner of
Health Services at the
Region of Peel. “In
various cases, reports
are generated for non-

emergency  vehicle
accidents, medical
concerns, and bylaw

violations—situations
where alternative con-
tacts and resources
exist, yet the public
may lack awareness of
them.” The potential
consequences of such
misuse can be critical,
as it may prevent indi-
viduals from reaching
9-1-1 in emergencies
due to a busy line.

9-1-1 operators across
Ontario are under
enormous strain to
manage ever-growing
call volumes. Many
police services across
Ontario report 9-1-1
call demand is increas-
ing rapidly and that
about half of all 9-1-1

calls are non-emer-
gency calls: pocket-
dials, hang-ups, and

many that are frivolous
or even vexatious.

“Despite some
improvement, 9-1-1
misuse and a lack of
understanding of what
number to call for what
type of situation con-

tinue to be a chal-

lenge,” said Hon.
Michael S. Kerzner,
Ontario Solicitor
General. “This cam-

paign gives the public
the knowledge and
resources to know who
to call and when, so
they can get the right
support. We know the
vast  majority  of
Ontarians want to do
the right thing and
keep the lines clear for
all of us so they’re
available when we

need them.”
While Charmaine
Williams, MPP for

Brampton Centre and
Minister for Women’s
Social and Economic

Opportunities, said a
new emergency
response Initiative

called ‘When Every
Second Counts’ at the
Region of Peel.

Williams highlighted
that the Promise of

Ontario has invested
$4 million in the 911
next-generation sys-
tem, which has suc-

cessfully reduced
emergency response
wait times.

The minister empha-
sized that the initia-
tive’s main goal is to
educate the community
about proper emer-
gency response proto-
cols, specifically
focusing on who to
contact and when to
make emergency calls.
Brampton Mayor
Patrick Brown
expressed his excite-
ment for this cam-
paign. It’s been some-
thing that has tested us
in the Peel region. I am
sure that every emer-
gency service has been
tested, but the demand
in Peel is particularly
high. If you’ve ever
had a chance to visit
our 911 Operations

Centre like I have,
you’ll be shocked by
how busy it is.

When they say every
second counts, there’s
probably no better
example of that than
right here. At times,
there can be three or
four simultaneous
calls, all concerning
critical issues. And so,
if there are misuse
calls, it takes those
desperate times to
respond away.

And so, I look at our
Deputy Chief,
Anthony  Odoardi,
who’s been a leader
in Canada on chang-
ing 911. At one point,
I know that 40% of
our calls were classi-
fied as misuse calls.
And you see on the
screen; you talk
about people calling
about the pizza.
That’s happened
more often than we
like to know. But
here are other exam-
ples. I think we have
calls from people
complaining about a
cricket game being
noisy. That’s not the
right reason to call
911. Don’t take
police or first respon-

ders away from a
critical response.

And that’s why I
wholeheartedly sup-
port this campaign. I
aim to ensure that we
don’t waste any sec-
onds. We don’t lose
precious time in
responding to emer-
gencies in our com-
munity. And I know
we’ve made tremen-
dous progress, Mayor
Brown added. I think
it’s almost over; now
it’s down to 10 sec-
onds. It was incredi-
ble, but we can do
better. And for a
region that is tested
like we are, we need
to do better. And so
excited that this cam-
paign will amplify
the great efforts
already made by the
Peel Police.

By: Surjit Singh Flora
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Striving for Social Justice: Caste Census

(Asian independent) In
the run up to 2024 elections
Rahul Gandhi in particular
talked of the need for caste
census. This was supported
by many opposition leaders.
Congress ruled states and
NDA ruled Bihar also car-
ried out the census. This
caste census issue was one
of the major planks of the
opposition’s slight revival
from being in the dumps in
that election.

Modi opposed caste census
tooth and nail stating that
this is part of Urban Naxal
thinking. Its parent organi-
zation RSS said that it is a
ploy to divide Hindu socie-
ty. In this background when
on 30th April 2025 the
Modi Cabinet took the deci-
sion to include caste as a
part of the forthcoming cen-
sus. As such the census
which was due in 2021 has
been pushed forward so far.
There are many guesses as
to why at this point of time
BJP has decided to get this
done.

There is a view that this is
being done keeping in mind
the forthcoming elections in
Bihar in particular. As such
the timeline for this caste
census and conversion of
the findings into policy has
not been outlined. The most
likely reason may be the
electoral compulsions in
Bihar and in other elections
in future. It is clear that the
plank of Rahul Gandhi in
particular has been caste
census and lifting of the
ceiling of 50% on reserva-
tions. This got a positive
response from substantial
sections of the electorate
and so RSS-BJP might be
venturing on this step for
social justice to which they
are opposed to the core.

It can be unhesitatingly
said that the emergence,
foundation of RSS was
mainly to oppose the rising
awareness of Dalits for
social justice, particularly
after the efforts of Jotirao
Phule and later by Bhimrao
Ambedkar, the pioneers of

social justice in the last two
centuries. As dalit aware-
ness started rising the upper
caste started feeling the dis-
comfort and came with the
concept of Hindu nation. It
goes without saying that
Manusmriti was the core

principle guiding their
social values.
The second

Sarsanghchalak of RSS,
M.S. Golwalkar eulogized
the laws of Manu as being
most ancient and needed to
be emulated in the present
times. As Gandhi, particu-
larly after 1932 began his
yeoman efforts to work
against caste system, going
from village to village
ensuring that dalits can
enter the public places, tem-
ples and water sources, the
RSS kept totally aloof from
any such effort and kept
training its swayamsevaks
and Pracharaks in the values
of caste and gender hierar-
chy.

Savarkar, whom RSS
regards greatly did make
some efforts against the
caste system, but they were
hardly deep set and in due
course were eclipsed by his

politics of loyalty to British
rule. While opposing the
Indian Constitution he artic-
ulated that Manusmriti is
the Law today. In opposing
the Constitution, RSS
mouthpiece Organizer said
there is hardly anything
Indian in the Indian
Constitution, as it ignores
the great values of their holy
tome, Manusmiriti.

Ram Puniyani

Its major base initially was
upper caste  Brahmin-
Baniya in particular. Other
upper castes rooted in val-
ues of caste and gender hier-
archy also backed the RSS.
In due course as electoral
compulsions dawned upon
the Hindutva forces they
consciously worked for co-
opting dailts, advasis and

OBC into their vortex. They
floated ‘Samajik Samrasta
Manch’ (Social Harmony
Forum) to work among dal-
its to win them over the pol-
itics of Hindu Nationalism.
They praised different jatis,
caste as great contributors to
Hindu Samaj. Their publi-
cation of books in history
and ‘greatness’ of various
jatis was a statement to
cajole the low caste into
their net. Hindu Charmakar
Jati, Hindu Valmiki Jati and
Hindu Khatik jati were three
major volumes which were
released by RSS Chief
Mohan Bhagawat who stat-
ed that all castes were equal.
They also identified icons
from these castes and pre-
sented them as great heroes
of Hindu society and gave
an anti Muslim slant to
them. Raja Suhel Dev is an
example of this strategy,
where Suhel Dev of Pasi
community was projected
for wooing dalits. Eating
with them was undertaken
and this fed into the process
of Sanskritization, gradually
winning sections of dalits as
their foot soldiers.

Various other strategies like

campaigning among dalits
that BJP is the only party
not appeasing Muslims,
who are the enemies of
Hindu society. They started
being drawn to RSS shakhas
and many of them were
given some important posi-
tions. A section of dalit lead-
ers were wooed with power
and resources, like Ram
Vilas Paswan and Ramdas
Athawale. Chirag Paswan
declared that he is Hanuman
for Modi.

The testing time for RSS-
BJP and social justice was
the implementation of the
Mandal Commission. The
upper caste responded to this
in a very hostile manner, to
the extent of self immolation
by one of them. RSS-BJP
knew that opposing it openly
will be detrimental to their
electoral interests. So they
did not verbally oppose it but
drew a bigger line in
response to Mandal in the
form of Kamandal. They
intensified the Babri demoli-
tion campaign with full
gusto and succeeded in
polarizing the upper caste.
This opened the path to elec-
toral power for them and the

electoral support for this sec-
tarian politics zoomed up
quickly.

This time around it will be
interesting to observe as to
how they will handle the
caste census to circumvent
the interests of uppercase.
The uppercase are aghast
with the idea of caste census
by the party of their choice,
the party which has been
nurturing their interests. One
knows that RSS is deeply
entrenched in the social and
political system of the coun-
try. It is already said that the
OBC census should not be
used for political purposes.
It is capable of devising
new language to halt the
march of social justice
while paying lip service to
caste census.

It is time that all political
parties having deeper com-
mitment to the Indian
Constitution need to come
on the same platform to
stand with the agenda of
social justice. Honest
implementation of the
results of caste census
needs to be taken up on pri-
ority basis for having a just
and humane society.
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SEVA Trust UK (India) organised an Educational Session
for rural students in Narangwal Village, Distt Ludhiana
(Punjab) led by Dr Pant from IIT Bombay

(Asian independent) A Lecture
cum Demonstration (LecDem) on
Principles of Flight using Chuck
Gliders was conducted at
Dhrishti Dr. R. C. Jain Innovative
Public School, Narangwal, Distt.
Ludhiana last month. This event
was conducted under the aegis
of SEVA Trust UK (India) by
Prof. Rajkumar S. Pant of the
Aerospace Engineering
Department of [IT Bombay, who
is currently a Visiting Professor
at Plaksha University, Mohali.
SEVA Trust UK (India) is a regis-
tered NGO working on
Education, Health, Environment
and Social Welfare in Punjab &
Haryana for the last 9 years. In
addition to social welfare &
health support projects, the NGO
focuses on rural and disadvan-
taged children and communities
and girls and women empower-
ment.

This educational event was the
first such session in this region
of Punjab to motivate and guide
rural students about ‘Principles
of Flight’. This session was
greatly appreciated by all who
attended.

The two-hour event was attend-
ed by nearly 65 students of
Class-IX to Class XIll of the
school, and the Science teach-
ers. In this LecDem Prof. Pant
explained how a plane fly, giving
the example of the world’s heavi-
est aircraft, viz., An 225 Mriya.
He showed several video clips
explaining how Drag (which is
the enemy of flight) can be
reduced, and how Lift (which is
the enabling factor) can be
increased. He went on to remove
the misconceptions about how
lift is generated, and gave a
demonstration of various aspects
related to flight using thermocol
gliders.

The event was highly interactive,
in which the students also
launched the gliders to get a first

- JAIN INNOVATIVE PUBLIC SCHOOL NARANGWAL, LUDHIANA
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Dr Manisha Gangwar (Principal), Dr Rajkumar Pant (IIT Bombay), Charan Kanwal Singh Sekhon MBE
(Founder of SEVA Trust UK) and Baljinder Singh Grewal (Social Activist & SEVA coordinator).

hand experience of how a plane
flies. The school honoured Dr
Pant & the Founder of SEVA
Trust UK & India Charan Kanwal

Manisha Gangwar thanked Mr
Sekhon and the SEVA Trust
management for slecting their
school for this session. She said

11adl

packed session on a scientific
topic that can be complex but
our students gained so much
knowledge. | have requested
SEVA Trust and Dr Pant to
arrange another session involv-
ing all teachers to guide them to
implement similar teaching tech-
niques for their regular teaching
classes.”

SEVA Trust Founder Mr Sekhon
said “SEVA Trust UK (India)
Team lead by Chairman Mr
Naresh Mittal are working on
many educational projects focus-
ing on rural students. | would
like to thank Dr Gangwar and all
Drishti School Team for their par-
ticipation and commitment to be
part of future sessions. SEVA
Trust is building a new muti-facil-
ity home near Saha (Ambala)
and | would like to request all to
be part of SEVA Trust mission to
support disadvantaged & rural
children & families, said Mr
Sekhon.
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Prof. Pant with Children of Drishti School

Singh MBE who attended the
event along with Mr Baljinder
Singh Grewal (SEVA Trust and a
social worker).

Principal of Drishti School, Dr

“The way this session was lead
by Dr Pant is a great example
how to maximise interaction with
students and allow their partici-
pation in a relaxed and fun
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The Buddha’s Teachings: A Blueprint
for Peace — Choose Buddha, Not War

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK

In a time when the world teeters
on the edge of conflict and divi-
sion, it is imperative that nations,
particularly those with a rich spir-
itual legacy, turn to paths of
peace rather than violence. The
teachings of the Buddha offer a
timeless and universally relevant
alternative to war—a path that
promotes compassion, mindful-
ness, understanding, and the
sanctity of all life. In contrast,
war brings only destruction, suf-
fering, and the erosion of our
shared humanity. Central to his
philosophy is the concept of the
Four Noble Truths, which identify
the causes of suffering—craving,
ignorance, and attachment—and
propose a path to liberation
through the Noble Eightfold
Path.

At the heart of this path are right
understanding, right intention,
and right speech, all of which
encourage individuals to culti-
vate empathy, reduce hostility,
and foster harmonious relation-
ships. The practice of mindful-
ness helps individuals become
aware of their thoughts and emo-
tions, enabling them to respond
to conflict with clarity and calm-
ness rather than reactive aggres-
sion.

Furthermore, Buddha’s emphasis
on compassion (karuna) and
loving-kindness (metta) promotes
the idea of seeing others not as
adversaries but as fellow beings
deserving of respect and under-
standing. This shift in perspec-
tive can de-escalate tensions
and create the foundation for
peaceful dialogue. In essence,
Buddha’s teachings suggest that
the root of external conflicts lies
within the human mind. By
addressing inner struggles and
fostering virtues such as
patience, forgiveness, and non-
attachment, societies can move
towards lasting peace and the
resolution of conflicts without
resorting to violence.

The Dhamma, or the path shown
by the Buddha, teaches that
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hatred does not cease by hatred
but by love alone. This is not
merely a spiritual ideal—it is a
practical guide to resolving con-
flict at every level, from personal
disputes to international crises.
Where war dehumanizes and
divides, Buddhism urges under-
standing and unity. It recognises
the interconnectedness of all
beings and warns against the
illusions of ego, greed, and igno-
rance that often fuel violence. A
society shaped by these teach-
ings would prioritise dialogue
over aggression, tolerance over
bigotry, and peace over power.
War: The End of Humanity
Every war is a step away from
humanity. History is replete with
examples of the devastation
caused by armed conflicts—mil-
lions dead, civilizations crum-
bled, and generations left
scarred. Modern warfare, with its
nuclear and technological capa-
bilities, holds the potential to
annihilate not just nations, but all
life on Earth.

No just cause can truly emerge
from war; even victories are
soaked in the blood of innocents.
The resources wasted on war
could instead be used to elimi-
nate poverty, educate children,
and heal the sick. The Buddha’s
teachings remind us that vio-
lence breeds more violence,
while only peace leads to lasting
happiness.

India, the birthplace of the
Buddha, holds a unique respon-
sibility. It is a land where the
seeds of enlightenment were first
sown, where compassion first
stood against violence, and
where the light of peace began
to shine. In today’s global cli-
mate, India must choose to
embody this legacy.

Rather than seeking power
through militarisation or engag-
ing in hostilities, India can lead
the world by reviving the values
of the Buddha. It must promote
interfaith dialogue, foster region-
al cooperation, and serve as a
moral beacon in international
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affairs. Doing so would not only
honour its spiritual heritage but
also offer the world a powerful,
peaceful alternative to conflict.
Nations must realise that war is
not a solution—it is a surrender
to our lowest instincts. The only
victory worth striving for is the
triumph of love over hate, under-
standing over ignorance, and
peace over conflict.

Let the world choose the path of
the Buddha—not as a religious
choice, but as a moral impera-
tive. Let us build a future where
swords are melted into
ploughshares, where children
are taught compassion instead of
hatred, and where the Earth is
healed by the gentle footsteps of
peace.

In the Buddha's words: “May all
beings be happy; may all beings
be without disease. May all
beings experience the sensation
of auspiciousness. May nobody
suffer in any way.”

By- Param Ghodeswar
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