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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
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Sham Lal Chander building mamtenance handyman Unde-r l::hF-l:l-:atraue
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

o — —_ —

SPECIALITY:

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
FepairsiReplacemeant Repairs/Replacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, | | Plastaring, skimming, Fencing, Flat Packs
ACCREEON BS Switches, Lamps, Brick Wark Asssmbling,
{sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Siahs I:.:.fingl. Doors repairing/
showers, Toilets elc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking,
Mount aie, Selves making elc
TV on walls, el

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK RUELEEELIREE
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(Asian independent)
One of the greatest
tragedies of South Asia
has been the emer-
gence of ‘Two Nation

Theory’, which
opposed the Anti
Colonial Indian

National movement. It
was a great help to
British colonialists to
rule over this vast
land. It led to the for-
mation of Pakistan on
the basis of Muslim
majority (Islam) and
the remaining part,
India as a secular state
with a large Muslim
population. These
Muslims, who by force
of circumstances or by
choice chose to stay
here in India. It also
led to large migrations
of Hindus from
Pakistan to India and
many  Muslims to
Pakistan, the suffering
was horrific.

Now seven decades
after the tragedy on
one hand we see the
plight of Pakistan,
sliding down on the
scale of democracy,
social well being and
progress. India which
began well and strove
on the path of plural-
ism and development
is seeing the resur-
gence of the ‘Two
Nation theory’ in the
form of strengthening
the communal forces
which are sharpening
their politics to
achieve Hindu Nation.
Ambedkar in his book
on Partition warned
that  formation  of
Pakistan will be the
worst tragedy as it may
pave the way for
Hindu Raj. How true
was he! The attempts
of Gandhi, Maulana
Azad and Congress to
prevent the tragedy
failed to counter the
British  Policy  of

‘Divide and rule’
greatly assisted by the
ideology and politics
of Communal forces of
that time, Muslim
League on one hand
and Hindu Mahasabha-
RSS on the other.

The Partition debate,
the underlying two
nation theory keeps
surfacing time and
over again in both the
countries. Sectarian
Nationalisms, Muslim
and Hindu both, keep
blaming each other for
this tragedy. They
undermine the deep
roots of tragedy in the
declining sections of
society, the feudal
forces, assisted by the
clergy on both sides.
As both these sectarian
streams were on the
forefront of spreading
Hate, against the
‘other’ community, the
communal  violence
went on intensifying
and the figures like
Gandhi, Maulana Azad
could not prevent the
ghastly events which
followed.

While each communal
stream, Hindu and
Muslim have their own
versions of this event,
the holistic picture can
be unearthed by seeing
the picture through the
movement and ideolo-
gy of emerging Indian
Nationalism and its
opposition by the
declining sections of
Landlords and clergy
on both sides.

This debate has once
again come to the sur-
face with Pakistan’s
General Aim Munir.
While addressing the
Overseas Pakistani
Convention in
Islamabad, in presence
of the top political
leaders of the country,

SPECIAL
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he eulogized the “two
Nation theory”. He

went on to pay tributes
to the people who
worked for the forma-
tion of  Pakistan.
Seeing one side of the
picture he stated, “Our
religion is different,
our customs are differ-
ent, our traditions are
different, our thoughts
are different, our
ambitions are different
— that’s where the
foundation of the two-
nation theory was laid.
We are two nations; we
are not one nation,”

This in contrast to the
understanding particu-
larly of Gandhi and
Nehru who saw the
two major communi-
ties and other smaller
religious communities
as interacting with
each other and creating
a unique syncretic cul-
ture where each com-
ponent has contributed
to the emergence of
celebratory Indian cul-
ture. Common celebra-
tion of festivals at
social level and contri-
butions of people to all
aspects of Indian cul-
ture by people of
diverse religions, the
unique Bhakti and Sufi
traditions being the
highest form of these
interactions. Gandhi
summed it up in his
unique, Ishwar Allah
Tero Naam, and Nehru
articulating it  as
Ganga Jamuni
Tehjeeb.

Nation
was not a sudden artic-

Two theory
ulation. As the
National movement
started emerging from
amongst the sections
of society associated
with Modern
Education, industries,
and communication,
Indian  Nationalism
towered over all other
fissiparous ideologies.
As pointed out, the
other sections not
associating with it and
hanging on the feudal
and pre-modern values
threw up Muslim
league on one side and
Hindu Mahasabha on
the other. They were
exclusionist and
veered round propa-
gating the caste and
gender hierarchy,
standing opposed to

education for dalits
and women.
The British subtly

supported these trends
as these were helpful
for them in suppress-
ing the National move-
ment. One talked of
Islamic Nation and the
other of the Hindu

Nation. Immediately
after the formation of
Indian National

Congress the opposi-
tion to this came up in
the form of Rajas and
Nawabs pledging their

loyalty to  British
rulers. Gradually these
parallel streams

emerged and Muslim
League was formed in
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Composite Indian Nationalism or ‘Two Nation Theory’

1906. This was
encouraged by the
British. On the other
side Punjab Hindu
Sabha came in 1909,
Hindu Mahasabha in
1915 and RSS in 1925.
Both these criticized
Gandhi to the hilt.
Formally Two Nation
theory was articulated
by Vinayak Damodar

savarkar and that
became the guiding
light of Hindu
Nationalism. Muslim
nationalism started
talking of Pakistan by
1930 and strongly

articulated in 1940 BY
Jinnah in 1940.

Today RSS ideo-
logues (BJP leaders
and RSS leader, Ram
Madhav: Decoding
General, IE 19 April
2025) are presenting
as if ‘Two Nation the-

ory’ was only the
making of Muslims
through Muslim

League. They under-
play the great role of
Allah Baksh,
Maualana Azad and
Khan Abdul Gaffer
Khan who were
opposed to the
demand of Pakistan’s.
Pakistan which was

formed on the ‘Two
nation theory’ just
after 25 years of
existence broke
down into
BanglaDesh and
Pakistan. That was
the grave of “Two
Nation Theory”

Their abysmal condi-
tion is very obvious
today.

While in India
Hindu Nationalism
was quietly being

nurtured in the silent
manner, its first dan-
gerous manifestation

came when RSS
trained Godse put
three bullets in the

bare chest of Father
of the nation. Its fur-
ther starkly visible
form came up the
decade of 1980 with
the most divisive
campaign for demol-
ishing Babri Masjid.

A Pakistani poet
Fahmida Riyaz at
this point wrote Arre
Tum bhi Hum Jaise
Nikle, Ab tak Kahan
chhupe the bhai. (Oh
you have turned out
to be like us, where
were you hiding so
far!). After this the
attacks on the con-
cept of secularism,
inclusive politics
and values of Indian
Constitution  were
intensified and now
the emotive issues
have taken the center
state. The product of
“Two Nation theory”
Pakistan, is in the
grip of Mullahs-
army and has been
servile to America.
The other component
of Two nation theo-
ry, Hindu Nation has
also more or less
occupied the center
stage in India.
Values and outcome
of Nationalism on
both sides of the
divide are same,
only form is differ-
ent. The Criticism of
‘two Nation theory’
and attributing it
only to Muslims and
Muslims is half the
truth!

Ram Puniyani
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Why Dr. Ambedkar was opposed to Village Panchayat Raj System?

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
opposed the village
Panchayat Raj system
primarily because he
believed it reinforced
social  inequalities
and perpetuated
caste-based oppres-
sion. He argued that
villages in India were
not idyllic, democrat-
ic units but rather
centers of caste dom-
inance, where upper-
caste elites-con-
trolled resources,
power, and decision-
making. This struc-
ture  marginalized
lower castes, particu-
larly Dalits, denying
them justice and
equal participation.

Ambedkar felt that
decentralizing power

to village panchayats
would entrench these
inequities further, as
local elites could
manipulate the sys-
tem to maintain their
authority without
external checks. He
favored a centralized,
constitutional frame-
work with strong
legal protections to
ensure equality and
safeguard marginal-
ized communities. In
his view, urban gov-
ernance or state-level
systems were less
likely to be dominat-
ed by caste hierar-
chies and offered bet-
ter opportunities for
social reform.

This perspective was
notably  expressed

during the
Constituent
Assembly debates,
where he cautioned
against romanticizing
village self-gover-
nance without
addressing its deep-
rooted social flaws.

(Special on National
Panchayat Raj Day)
SR Darapuri,
National President,
All India Peoples
Front
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Birth Anniversary of Bodhisatva
DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR
& SAHIB SHRI KANSHI RAM J1

At:- Bilston Community Centre,
)| | Prouds Lane Bilston, W V14 6pw

It is a request to the colleagues of the entire Bahujan society
to arrive on time and listen to the views of the intellectuals
Arriving Missionary Singer : Rajan Gill & Dharminder Masani

THERE WILL BE A
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT OF FOOD

Suresh Bittu Lakhwinder Basra
07405 557598 +447309025424,

Kuldip Deepa Daljit Dhanda

e ol LU Ll +447815134618  +44 7778 087525
Gill Masani :

BAHUJAN VICHAR MANCH (UK)

\ AMBEDKAR JHTERHAT!-DNAL MISSIGH LEI'HD'DH

Pays Homage To

THE GREAT DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR

On the occasifon of his 134 Birth Anniversary
¥ Sunday, 11th May, 2025 (%) From 2 pm (sharp)} until 6 pm

':" &t Elmhourst Schaol, Upton Park Raoad, London, EF BJY

All ara cordially Invited along with family, frisnds and relatives
Speaches and poetry by distinguished guests

Sir Stephen Timms MP, Minister of State at the Deparimeant far
Work and Fensions will be In attendances
from 2 pm unfil 2:30 gm

CHIEF GUEST

or. B.F. Ashok {IF'E Hetd), P, DLt

Dr. B.P. Ashaok i& a prnmiﬂinidDUh-?il: figura naw ratired from
nis professional rale as an Indian Police Service Qfficer, He
nag delivered over % 000 [ectures on social, I:ultural.ralliglnu 2,
galitical, and motivational issues worldwide, including a

the Lendon Schogl of Ecenamica, MHouse of Dommaong (LK),
ihe University of London, the Mational Police Academy in
Hyderabad, ihe LUF Academy of Administration, and

feading Strategie Change courgse at the Royal lnsiltule af
Fublic Adminisiratien in London, as well as lectured at
various other universities araund the world, He is also the
suthor of more than 30 books.

Transport and Parking

Maaresi Underground: Upton Park, Giani Taraam Singh Virdee and Parly
= [hstrict, Hammearsmith and Gy Hines F i - Landdan §+51 9855 0829105
[T Tabla and Dhoel Academy,

Cultural Entertainment

[h& wEnueE 15 10 minutes’ walk Trem Dance performanca:
pian Fark ndarground Station Ms Tamalika ana Ms Sonia

Free parking at Elmhurst Primary School
Lunch will be strictly served between 12 noon - 1:30 pm only
() Contact: Tel. 07751-668926
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THE ASIAN INSW-
PENDENT UK
Leicester- The 326TH
Khalsa Sajna Divas

was celebrated at
Gurdwara Sri  Guru
HarKrishan Sahib Ji,
Oadby, Leicestershire,
UK with continuous
readings of  Sikh
Scripture Sri  Guru
Granth Sahib which
has been recognised as
a living Guru by the
Supreme Court of
India from 7,00 pm
Saturday 12 April till

5,00 pm Monday 14
April, This was fol-
lowed by prayers for

the Charrdi Kla of
Khalsa Panth and good
health and happiness
of everyone on planet
Earth, Religious
Hymns and Sermon
followed the evening
prayer of Rehras
Sahib, Second Sri
Akhand Path Sahib
took place from 11,00
am Friday 18th April
with Bhog of Sri
Akhand Pathh Sahib Ji
on 11,00 am Sunday
20th April when the
main Diwan Hall was
full of devotees.
Shabad Kirtan for 45
minutes were per-
formed by Giani

Gursewak Singh and
Giani Daljit Singh fol-
lowed by Sermon by
Daler Singh Josh, At
the end of programme
ballads were sung by
Giani Jaswinder Singh
Sidhu Dhadi Jatha who
came especially from
Punjab for this year’s
Khalsa Sajna Diwas
celebrations,
Jaswinder Singh Ji
explained that it was
on Vaisakhi day of
1699 that tenth Sikh
Guru Sarbansdani Sri
Guru Gobind Singh Ji
created the Khalsa
Panth at Kesgharr
Sahib, Sri Anand Pur
Sahib Ji, Punjab and
eliminated all castes by
giving Amrit to the
five beloved Panj
Pyare and then took
Amrit from the five
beloved thus being the

Special

only Guru known as
Appay Guru Appay
Chela as well as
Sarbansdani who sacri-
ficed all his family for
the Khalsa Panth. He
also  stressed the
utmost importance of
learning Maa Boli
Punjabi by everyone so
that we can learn from
the teachings of Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji
During the week of
celebrations thousands
of devotees obtained
Guru Ji’s blessings by
listening to Gurbani,
doing sewa of prepar-
ing Guru ka Langar,
serving  Guru ka
Langar, washing dish-
es etln the evening of
20th April, a Kavi
Darbar in celebration

|

et ;,:-:1'.-:1'. fLF oo =
of Vaisakhi/ Khalsa
Sajna Divas took place
at the Gurdwara Sahib.
President of  the
Gurdwara, Bhai
Harjinder Singh Ji con-
gratulated all the con-
gregation on  the
Khalsa Sajna Divas
and Vaisakhi and
thanked all the volun-
teers for their continu-
ous efforts and
informed everyone that
this year’s Gurpurb of
Sri Guru HarKrishan
Sahib Ji will be cele-
brated with Nagar
Kirtan around the
streets of the Gurdwara
Sahib on Sunday 27th
July 2025.

Many Sehajdhari Sikhs
nowadays are bit reluc-
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tant to take Khaday
Battay da Amrit think-
ing that they will not
be able to follow the
code of conduct for
baptised Sikhs. What
they forget is that it is
the Khandday Battay
da Amrit that will give
them the strength to
follow the code of con-
duct. Everyone I know
who has taken Amrit
from the five beloved
has commented that it
is the best thing they
have done in their
whole life.
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Report : Tarlochan
Singh Virk
Co-ordinator
Punjabi listeners club
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Jai Bheem

Namo Buddhaye

Watch us Live on Facebook every Sunday at 8 pm Indian Time
live call : +91-966-797-2248
E-mail : dhammawaves.info@gmail.com

Follow Us : www.Dhammawaves.com E3 voul - Dhammawaves % << B«
E-mail :dbhbhammawaves.info@gmail.com

Sunday
April.27th,2025
at 8 PM Time

Guest Speaker : Dr. Sandesh Wagh (Mumbai) .

Live On
Facebook
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Dental Conference in Brum

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK
Birmingham- The UK’s largest dental
event will take place at NEC
Birmingham 16-17 May 2025.

The two-day event is expected to bring
together over 10,000 dental professionals
to shape the industry’s future. The event
will feature over 200 world-renowned
speakers, over 400 exhibitors across 11
theatres and provide networking opportu-
nities.

Specialist Periodontist Reena Wadia, pic-
tured, said: “I think meeting people in
person is the most important thing and
the perfect place to do so, networking
with people, meet friends and of course
attend talks to get the latest on your spe-
ciality.”

To find out more visit www.birming-
ham.dentistryshow.co.uk
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-Arun Kumar, Bedford
A new chapter in the history of
Ambedkar movement was written when
the Bedford Borough Council celebrated
14 April as Equality Day. The Council lit
the Bedford Com Exchange, the Council
building, blue and white to commemo-
rate this very significant day in the
Bedford calendar. On its Facebook page,
the post says, “We are celebrating the
diversity that makes Bedford Borough so
special, and reaffirming our commitment
to building a community where every-
one feels welcome and valued. It’s about

recognising that everyone deserves equal
opportunities and respect, regardless of
their background.”

Councillor Abu Sultan

The motion submitted by Councillor
Abu Sultan to recognise the contribution
of Dr Ambedkar in the matters of equal-
ity, diversity and inclusion received a
wider support in the full council meeting
held on 15 January. But the specific date
14 April as Equality Day was deferred
because of some reservations from one
of'the councillors. In the Council meeting
held on 19 March, 2025, Bedford
Borough Council took a historic decision
confirming 14 April, birthday of Dr
Ambedkar as Equality Day. Cllr Abu sul-
tan along with his two fellow councillors
from the Cauldwell Ward, Cllrs Fauzia
Zamir and ClIr Harish Thapar played a

key role in submitting and supporting the
motion. Now Bedford has become the
second town after Coventry in the United
Kingdom to recognise the remarkable
contribution of Dr B.R. Ambedkar per-

taining to democracy, social reforms,
equality and social justice that continues
to inspire millions of people worldwide.
To honour the lifelong work and the lega-
cy of Dr Ambedkar, an event was organ-
ised to commemorate the Equality Day
to mark the 134-birth anniversary of Dr
Ambedkar at the Centenary Hall,
Kempston jointly by the Ambedkar
Mission Society, Sri Guru Ravidass
Sabha(SGRS), Bhagwan Valmik Sabha

Special

and Nirankari Satsang Bhawan. They
have been campaigning for recognising
14 April, birth of Dr Ambedkar as
Equality Day for sometimes. As this was
the first Equality Day officially recog-

nised and celebrated at Bedford, a special
cake was prepared with the inscription
‘14 April-Equality Day’ and cut by
Councillor Colleen Atkins, Deputy
Speaker, Bedford Borough Council and
Mohammad Yasin MP.

Bom into a system of caste oppression,
Dr Ambedkar transformed adversity into
a powerful movement for equality.
Drafting India’s constitution and embed-
ding into it the values of equality, liberty,
fraternity and equal justice, he tried to set
up a society based on faimess. His mes-

sage is a universal. His legacy motivates
not only downtrodden people but all

Andrew
Hopkinsons,
Chief Fire Officer,
Beds Fire and
Rescue

democratic societies seeking to empow-
er the marginalised and uphold the prin-
ciples faimess and inclusivity. All the
speakers admired Dr Ambedkar’s work
on the Indian Constitution and his strug-
gle to annihilate all form of discrimina-
tion. Equality Day would keep on
reminding the commitment to remove all
disabilities leading to discrimination in
the society.

ClIr Colleen Atkins, Deputy Speaker,
Mohammad Yasin MP, Clir Mohammad
Nawaz and Ali Akbar, Mayor and
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Bedford Borough Council Celebrates 14 April as Equality Day

Jaswinder Kumair,
President of SGRS

Deputy Mayor of Kempston, John

Tizzard, Police and  Crime
Commissioner, Andrew Hopkinson,
Chief Fire Officer, Bedfordshire Fire and
Rescue, Jacquiline Bumess, Chair, fire
and Rescue, Clir Ben Folly, Cllr Henry
Vann, Cllr Caroline White and Clir
Ralley Rehman were some of the offi-
cials and political figures from Bedford

bu Sultan

£

i

|

i
(1)
i

1
1
|

!

Borough council, and Kempton Town
Hall participated

Jaswinder Kumar, President of SGRS
welcomed the guests and vote of thanks
was delivered by Ram Pal Rahi,
President of Ambedkar Mission society.
Arun Kumar and Sachdev Goldi con-
ducted the stage.
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-Ramesh Chander

I recall that I had written
in one of my blogs about
the Right to Education
(RTE) in September,
2015 with reference to
PM Narendra Modi’s
views on the subject
which read as “The provi-
sions of the RTE Act
require to be enforced
strictly. The educational
institutions, which
claimed and are enjoying
the facilities and conces-
sions offered and extend-
ed by the government,
have become totally com-
mercial. Neither they pay
due remunerations to the
teachers for their work
nor provide seats to the
economically and social-
ly marginalized students.
The vested interests tend
to flout these provisions
in one way or the other.”

The situation is as bad as
it was. No one has paid
any attention to solve the
problem of students
belonging to EWS. My
immediate motivation to
right again on the subject
is the struggle of one of
family friends, Onkar
Nath, a highly placed but
retired bureaucrat
(Deputy CAG). The
struggle and efforts of

RTE: Avail 25%

Onkar Nath and many
other likeminded individ-
uals and outfits under the
banner of  ‘Action
Committee for RTE Act
2009 have been high-
lighted by the media and
rightly so. I take this
opportunity to congratu-
late and support Onkar
Nath and his associates in
the cause of education of
the children of the mar-
ginalized sections of the
society. It is a matter of
worry and shame that in
spite of Judicial Court’s
directions, the concerned
authorities and education-
al institutions are blissful-
ly ignorant and silent.

The provisions of the
RTE Act are clear and
simple. The Right of
Children to Free and
Compulsory Education
Act or Right to Education
Act (RTE), is an Act of
the Parliament of India
enacted on 4 August
2009, which describes the
modalities of the impor-
tance of free and compul-
sory education for chil-
dren between 6 and 14 in
India under Article 21a of
the Indian Constitution.
The Right to Education
(RTE) Act mandates that
private schools reserve
25% of their seats for
children from

reservation in
private schools

following these

simple steps
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The injustice of RTE Act |
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Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) and
Disadvantaged Groups.
This reservation ensures
that children from mar-
ginalized backgrounds
have access to quality
education in private
schools. The Supreme
Court has upheld the con-
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stitutionality of this pro-
vision.

Key aspects of the EWS
provision under the RTE
Act:

Mandatory Reservation:

Private, unaided schools
are legally bound to
reserve a minimum of
25% of their seats for
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TE Act denies Equality promised by Constitution!
It discriminates children on basis of money!!
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EWS and disadvantaged
groups, according to the
RTE Act, 2009.

Free Education:

The reserved seats are
free of cost, ensuring that
children from weaker
sections can access quali-
ty education without
financial barriers, accord-
ing to the RTE Act, 2009.

Eligibility:
EWS and disadvan-
taged groups include chil-

dren from Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
orphans, and children
with disabilities.

Constitutional Validity:

The Supreme Court has
upheld the constitutional
validity of  Section
12(1)(c) of the RTE Act,
which mandates the EWS
reservation.

State Responsibility:

State Governments are
responsible for monitor-
ing the implementation of
the EWS provisions in
schools.

Impact of the EWS pro-

vision:

Social Inclusion:

The EWS reservation
aims to promote social
inclusion and provide
equal educational oppor-
tunities for children from
diverse backgrounds.

Addressing Inequality:

It addresses educational
inequality by ensuring
that marginalized chil-
dren have access to quali-
ty education alongside
their peers from higher-
income families.

The lofty policy as stip-
ulated in the RTE Act,
2009 is the only remedy
to address the educational

backwardness of the
weaker sections of the
society. While I fully
agree with PM Narendra
Modi who rightly said
some years ago while
addressing the students,
teachers and educational
administrators that
‘Mother gives birth and
Teacher gives life’, it is
time to act and deliver.
Many more Onkar Naths
are sitting and watching
on the fence. Why should
the authorities and the
other stake holders hold
back the provisions of the
RTE Act particularly with
regard to the children
belonging to EWS?

Masjid To Bana Di
Sabbhar Mein; Iman Ki
Hararat Walon Ne

Man Apna Purana Papi
Hai; Barson Se Namazi
Ho Na Saka
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House — A Tale of the Past
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In the heart of Doaba, there once stood a Indian
Coffee House in the very center of the city.
Though there is little hope left for its revival, the
intellectuals and admirers know well what those
walls have heard and witnessed. That Coffee
House wasn’t just a place to sip coffee — it was
as precious in its own right as Mumbai’s ‘Jinnah
House’ is today.

Many playwrights, poets, and intellectual jour-
nalists, who once engaged in fiery debates here,
have now departed from this world. One person
still alive is a technician — a multitalented man
who not only worked as an electrician there but
also helped brew coffee in the evenings. Back in
the day, when the Coffee House was thriving,
this man would serve liquor to intellectuals and
journalists as per their orders, since the patrons
were known to tip generously. Today’s genera-
tion of laptop and mobile-driven journalists,
who do PR for institutions and rely heavily on
press notes, show no interest in reviving such a
space.

Years ago, patrons would spend ten rupees for a
cup of coffee — quite expensive at the time.
Pash, who came from Talwandi Salem, would sit
there and work on the sequencing of his poems
Siaar, Jantak Leeh, and Rohile Baan. His friend
Amitoj, who at times became Krishan Kanwal
and sometimes Krishan Adeeb, continued to
visit even after becoming “Amitoj.” The Coffee
House regularly hosted dramatists like Surjeet
Sethi, Prof. Mohan Singh, Deepak Jalandhari,
Shyam Lal Talib, Surjeet Jalandhari (Jeevan
Singh Sarinh), Fikr Tausvi, Gurbakhsh Singh
Bannoana, and Suhail Singh — some approved
and some unapproved disciples. Writers and
columnists associated with Jantak Lehar and
Lok Lehar frequented the place proudly. When
gatherings formed, journalists like Inderjit
Waahad Ankhi , Ramesh Chopra, S. Shinder,
Photogragher Pyare Lal, Malkeet Singh Golden
star UK, Narinder Dansiwalia, Swami
Kulbhushan, Om Parkash Khemkarni, Yash,
Surpat Singh Sevak, Bakhshinder, Amarjit
Singh Aks, Harjinder Singh Dilgeer, and
Inderpal Chhabra from Bindu magazine (now in
the US) would also come from their nearby
offices at Bhagat Singh Chowk. Occasionally,
separatist leader Jagjit Singh Chauhan would
drop in too, as his clinic was nearby. Literary
figures like Naunihal Singh, whose land is now
home to the Dilkusha Market, were also regu-
lars. Many of those who once frequented this
haven are now gone, while others sought politi-
cal asylum in developed countries.

The electrician is still around and works in the
media industry. He now serves drinks at the
Press Club, behind the beer counter. He has wit-
nessed the likes of playwrights, writers, painters,
columnists, and politicians argue passionately in
the 1970s, only to laugh and share coffee after-
ward. What a time that was! Nanak Chand Naaz,
Gurdeep lal Saajan etc sitting there, would often
write editorial pieces for Qaumi Dard and
Jathedar on the spot. He had a deep bond with
Master Tara Singh. Back then, individuals like
Nand Lal “Aish,” Harish Chander Chadha, and
Ramanand Sagar (creator of the Ramayan TV
series) — who were associated with newspapers

— would also gather there. Whenever Saathi
Ludhianvi visited from London, he made it a
point to stop by. Discussions ranged from Saadat
Hasan Manto to Munshi Premchand, from
Pastor Ghulam Qadir and poet Hafeez
Jalandhari to General Zia-ul-Haq, Maxim

Writer: Yadwahad
‘Deedawar’

Gorky, Albert Camus, Michel Foucault, Jiddu
Krishnamurti, and Osho. Harcharan Singh of
Des Punjab also knew of this spot. The journal-
ists of that time had friendships with insightful
filmmakers like K. Asif. At one point, there was
even an idea to invite Jai Prakash Chouksey —
the scriptwriter of films like Shayad and Ek
Salesman Ki Atmakatha — but it never materi-
alized. Chouksey, who has been writing the
“Pardey k peechey ” column for Dainik Bhaskar
for two decades, is a treasure trove of cinematic
and philosophical insight.

The Coffee House was never merely a place to
drink coffee — for that, we have Café Coffee
Day now. Like the cafés of Paris, this place was
a hub for intellectual debate, contemporary

political analysis, literary dialogue, and journal-
istic insights. The electrician, now stationed at
the beer counter of the Press Club, watches
today’s journalists and especially the newcom-
ers. Though he cannot express it fully, he recog-
nizes the subtle differences between old-school
and modern journalists. Unfortunately, mean-
ingful debate and discussion have come to be
seen as a form of social misconduct. Talking
about the Coffee House in today’s networking-
driven media circles is almost taboo. The new
generation avoids combing through the past —
they believe what’s gone, is gone.

Still, the Coffee House wishes to be remem-
bered. When Tarsem Singh Purewal left a news-
paper job and moved to Southall (England), he
established the Des Pardes newspaper office
right next to the popular Punjabi bar Glassie
Junction. His paper succeeded thanks to the
community’s collective effort. In London gath-
erings, he would sometimes talk about
Jalandhar’s Coffee House, but few believed
such a place could ever have existed — one
where intellectuals and journalists would casual-
ly gather. Punjabis mostly focus on regional
happenings in Doaba, Majha, and Malwa. There
has never been a strong cultural or intellectual
curiosity. The Coffee House wasn’t just a café
— it was a living classroom, a vibrant intellec-
tual center. If only Punjabi writers had believed
in preserving such literary spaces. Sadly, we
lack the inclination to preserve or celebrate our
history or significant cultural sites. Even Av
Pash didn’t quite take to Des Pardes journalism
— but that’s another story. In a media capital, a
Coffee House is necessary, otherwise it all turns
into mere gossip

Indian Coffee House: A Cultural Legacy

The tradition of coffee houses in India has never
been limited to being just beverage centers; they
have also served as hubs for social, cultural, and

political discussions. This tradition began in
1936 when the Coffee Cess Committee opened
the first coffee house in Bombay (now
Mumbai). By 1940, nearly 50 such coffee hous-
es had been established across British era India.
In the 1950s, changes in government policy led
the Coffee Board to decide to shut down these
coffee houses. In protest, under the leadership of
the renowned communist leader A.K. Gopalan,
the employees launched a movement. As a result
of their struggle, the Board was compelled to
ensure the future security of all employees.
The employees turned this challenge into an
opportunity and formed the Indian Coffee
Workers” Cooperative. Under this cooperative,
they reorganized the network of coffee houses
and renamed it Indian Coffee House. It evolved
into a worker-led cooperative movement that
still thrives today.
The first cooperative society was launched in
Bangalore on August 19, 1957, followed by
another in Delhi on December 27, 1957. Later,
the Chennai-based societies were separated
from their original administrative units.
Today, the Indian Coffee House continues to
symbolize ideas, debates, and social dialogue. It
is not only a haven for coffee lovers but also a
living example of cooperative spirit in inde-
pendent India.
Correspondence:
Saroop Nagar, Rao Wali Village, Pathankot
Road, Jalandhar Rural
Contact — +91 94653 29617 /

+91 62843 36773
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(Asian independent) Mr. Bhagwan Das was
born in an Untouchable family living at
Jutogh Cantonment, Shimla (Himachal
Pradesh) India on 23 April, 1927. He served
in the Royal Indian Air Force during World
War II and after demobilisation served in dif-
ferent capacities in various departments of
Government of India at Saharanpur, Shimla
and Delhi. He did MA. in History (Punjab
University) and LL.B from Delhi University.
He did research on the ‘Indianisation of the
Audit Department from 1840-1915.” He had
been contributing articles and short stories to
various papers and journals published in
India and abroad.

His father Mr. Ram Ditta was fond of reading
newspapers and was a great admirer of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar. Inspired and encour-
aged by his father, Mr. Das worked with Mr.
T. R. Baidwan who was one of the most
prominent leaders of the Untouchables in
Shimla Hills, and joined the Scheduled
Castes Federation at the tender age of 16.
Since then he had been actively associated
with the Ambedkarian Movement and did a
great deal to promote the ideas of Babasaheb
Ambedkar and to unite and uplift the down-
trodden not only of India but also of other
countries of Asia. Mr. Das was associated
with many organizations of Lawyers,
Buddhists. Scheduled Castes and Minorities
in India. He was General Secretary, United
Lawyers Association Supreme Court, New
Delhi; General Secretary, Bouddh Upasak
Sangh, New Delhi; Founder Chairman,
Ambedkar Mission Society, which has
branches in many parts of the world. He
revived Samata Sainik Dal (Volunteers for
Equality) founded by Dr. Ambedkar in 1926-
27. He was Regional Secretary (North)
Indian Buddhist Council; Founder, Society
for the Protection of Non-Smokers. He was
also founder President of Society for
Promoting Buddhist Knowledge and Edited
Samata Sainik Sandesh (English) from 1980-
1990.

Mr. Das was associated with the ‘Peace
Movement’ since the end of World War II in
which he served on the Eastern Front
(Burma) with the Royal Air Force (R.A.F.) as
Radar Operator under South East Asia
Command. He was one of the founder mem-
bers of the World Conference on Religion
and Peace (WCRP) (India) and participated
in its Conferences held in Kyoto, Japan
(1970); Princeton, USA (1979); Seoul, Korea
(1986); Nairobi, Kenya (1984) and
Melbourne, Australia (1989). He was also
appointed Director of Asian Centre for
Human Rights of Asian Conference on
Religion and Peace (ACRP) in 1980 and con-
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tinued to serve in this capacity- monitoring
the news of violation of human rights in
Asian countries and organising camps for
training of human rights workers, speaking
and writing for the cause.

Mr Bhagwan Das acted as advisor to the
International Movement against All Forms of
Discrimination and Racism (IMADR), an
International NGO based in Japan. He also
delivered presentation about the problem of
discrimination against oppressed caste in
India at Buraku liberation and Human Rights
Research Institute (BLHRRI) in Osaka. Mr.
Das was also invited to deliver a lecture on
‘Discrimination’ by the Peace University,
Tokyo (1980) and he also addressed several
meetings organised by the Burakumins of
Japan. He gave a historical testimony before
the United Nations in regard to the plight of
Untouchables in South Asia, in the meeting
of Sub-Committee on Human Rights held at
Geneva, Switzerland in August 1983. He vis-
ited England in 1975, 1983, 1988, 1990 and
1991 in connection with lectures and semi-
nars.

He participated in the seminar held in Hull
University in 1990 as a representative of the
Ambedkar
Committee UK and also held a seminar on

Centenary Celebration
Human Rights in India at London University,
School of Asian and Oriental Studies in
February 1991. He was invited to deliver
Ambedkar Memorial Lectures in Milind

Mahavidyalaya, = Aurangabad  (1970);
Marathwada University (1983); Nagpur
University, PWS  College, Nagpur;

Ambedkar College, Chanderpur and Amraoti
University 1990. Mr Das also visited Nepal
(1980 and 1990), Pakistan (1989), Thailand
(1988), Singapore (1989) and Canada (1979
to study the problems of deprived and disad-
vantaged members of society, women and
children. He delivered lectures in Wisconsin
University (USA) in 1979 and North- Field
College (USA) on Castes in contemporary-

India. He was invited to give lectures on Dr
Ambedkar at the Institute of Oriental
Studies, Moscow in June, 1990.

Mr. Das practiced law in the Supreme Court
of India. With a view to improving the pro-
fessional competence of and helping upcom-
ing advocates belonging to Untouchable and
Indigenous Groups he founded ‘Ambedkar
Mission Lawyers Association and Legal Aid
Society in 1989. He was General Secretary
of ‘Professions for People’, an organisation
founded in Delhi to elevate professional stan-
dards.

Mr. Das was invited to preside at the Dalit
and Buddhist Writer’s Conference held at
Akola in 1989 and was closely associated
with various organizations of Dalit Writers.
Mr. Das wrote more than five hundred arti-
cles, papers for seminars, short stories for
various newspapers and journals. His papers
on ‘Revival of Buddhism’, ‘Some problems
of Minorities in India’; ‘Reservation in
Public Services’ have been published in
Social Action magazine brought out by
Indian Social institute, New Delhi and Delhi
University Buddhist Department. He also
wrote many papers on Reservation and
Representative Bureaucracy, Discrimination
against the Dalits in Public Services,
Minorities etc. He was a member of the
‘Committee for evolving new strategies for
the development of Scheduled Castes and
Tribes — VIII Plan’ set up by the
Government of India and also a member of
Ambedkar Centenary Committee of the
Government of India. Mr. Das wrote many
books in Urdu, English and Hindi on Dr.
Babasaheb =~ Ambedkar,
Scavengers and Sweepers, Human Rights

untouchables,

and Discrimination, etc. Prominent among
them are ‘Thus Spoke Ambedkar (Vol 1 to 4,
Ed)’; ‘Ambedkar on Gandhi and Gandhism
(Ed)’; ‘Ambedkar ek parichey ek Sandesh
(Hindi)’; ‘Main Bhangi Hoon, (the story of
an Indian sweeper told in the first- person)’.
This book has been translated into German,
Punjabi, Kannada and Marathi; ‘Valmiki aur
Bhangi Jatiyaan (Hindi)’; ‘Kya Valmiki
Achoot they? (Hindi)’; Valimiki (Hindi);
Dhobi (Hindi); ‘Dr. Ambedkar aur Bhangi
Jatiyaan (Hindi)’, ‘Dr. Ambedkar: Ek
Parichay Ek Sandesh (Hindi)’; ¢ Bharat Mein
Baudh Dhamm ka punar Jagran evam
Samasyaen (Hindi)’; Revival of Buddhism in
India and Role of Dr. Ambedkar.

He translated into Urdu former President of
the USA, Lyndon Johnson’s book ‘My Hope
for America’, Dr Ambedkar’s Book ‘Ranade,
Gandhi and Jinnah’ besides editing Bhadant
Anand Kaushalyayan’s ‘Gita ki Buddhi wadi
Samiksha’.

He was also writing on Reservation and

Representative Bureaucracy in India;
Untouchables in the Indian Army (Mabhar,
Mazhbi, Chuhra, Pariahs, Mangs, Dhanuks,
Dusadhs, Chamars, Kolis and Bheels),
Mandal Commission and the Future of
Backward Classes; Twenty- Two Oaths of
Buddhism and Conversion; Ravidasis and
Balmikis of Northern India; Buddhism and
Marxism; Ambedkar as a Religious Leader
but unfortunately his untimely death
deprived him of completing these books.
Mr. Das had toured almost the whole of India
to study the problems of Hindu-Muslim riots,
religious conflicts, atrocities committed on
the Untouchables and Tribal people, with the
group ‘Threat to Diversity’, ‘Swaraj Mukti
Morcha’ and as Chairman, Samata Sainik
Dal.

Mr. Das attained Nirvana on 18th November,
2010. He was a staunch Ambedkarite, a cru-
sader against Untouchability, an iconoclast, a
practicing Buddhist, a renowned writer on
Dalits, Buddhist Ambedkarite
Movement, Human Rights and Law, a politi-

and

cian and a committed Social Activist.

In order to commemorate his memory and
his work at Nagpur it has been decided to
dedicate a section of the library being set up
at Deecksha Bhoomi Nagpur. It will be a
befitting homage to his historical contribu-
tion to the Ambedkarian literature and move-
ment. Similarly one Bhagwan Das Memorial
Award has been instituted in School of
Ambedkar Studies of BabaSaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar University, Lucknow (U.P.)

Like Karl Marx’s call “Workars of the World
Unite” Bhagwan Das gave a call “ Dalits of
World Unite” which is quite relevant today.
His pioneer work for internationalising the
problem of Untouchability will be viewed as
his historical contribution to the eradicaation
of caste based discrimination. I am sure his
legacy will live long to guide the Dalits in
their fight for emancipation. No doubt he
will be remembered as a True Ambedkarite.

S.R. Darapuri I.P.S.(Retd)
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