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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
(CHECKATRADE)
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ID no. 921760

Sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade |
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
expenenced tfradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries.
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been
providing remodelling, repainng and maintaining for overfive years.

PLUMBING : - ELECTRICIAN :- MASONRY CARPENTRY: -
RepairsReplacemeant Repairs/Reaplacement WORK: - Laminate Flooring,
of Bathrooms of all types of Sockels, Plastering, skimming, Fencing, Flat Facks
Accesson es Switches, Lamps., Brick Woek, Assembling,
(sink, taps, tubs, Fans, Cameras, Slabs Lying, Croors repairing/
showers, Toilets efc. Washing machines, Drive Ways, replacing,
Cookers, Alarms, Roof maintenance Skirting, Decking.
Mlount Btn. Selves making etc.
TV on walls, slc.

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com
Chander Consultants Limited, London, UK [UEELEEEYRER
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Let’s fight for gender-neutral rights and

pay on International Women’s Day

(Asian independent) March 8 is
recognized as International
Women’s Day. Individuals
extend their best wishes to their
female friends, mothers, sisters,
and wives on Women’s Day, yet
does offering such greetings for a
single day truly honor their con-
tributions and significance? You
observe, dominate, belittle, and
play with their dignity, and then
suddenly offer them respect for a
single day on Women’s Day;
such respect is unwarranted.
Women do not seek respect for
merely a single day; if it is to be
offered, it must be granted con-
sistently, free from the malevo-
lent gaze that prioritizes its own
desires upon first glance.
Incidents of crime against
women are reported globally. If
there is genuine concern for the
respect of women, it is essential
to refrain from viewing them
with a negative perspective; only
then will true respect be afforded
to them.

Also, this occasion transcends
the typical teddy bear or rose day.
This day holds a level of signifi-
cance that often goes unrecog-
nized. Gift vouchers, compli-
mentary beverages, and half-
price offers at beauty salons are
the common associations people
have with this occasion. Donning
pink and sharing selfies accom-
panied by hashtags is a common
practice for many of us today.
Consider this: “Did you permit
your maid to take a holiday
today?” If the response is nega-
tive, then kindly refrain from
sharing that ‘support women’
image on Facebook.

The inception of Women’s Day
was driven by a singular objec-
tive: to advocate for equal rights
a_n(i equal wages for all, irrespec-

tive of gender. Do you observe
that occurring in your surround-
ings even now? I do not. Even
women themselves may be
uncertain about their desires.
Reservation cannot lead to the
attainment of true equality. Only
those in positions of authority
are able to freely articulate their
viewpoints. There is a signifi-
cant amount of discussion, yet a
noticeable lack of implementa-
tion.

Indeed! Research conducted by
the World Economic Forum
indicates that it will require over
a century to bridge the existing
wage and rights disparity. I am
quite certain it will require sig-
nificantly more than that.

Numerous cases of rape, domes-
tic violence, physical abuse,
sexual abuse, psychological
abuse, sexual harassment,
dowry harassment, and molesta-
tion are reported daily, with
many more going unrecorded.
When a girl wears short clothes,
some men mistakenly believe
she is inviting unwanted atten-
tion. I won’t comment further.
People in this society mock her,
saying that if she wears short
clothes and goes out at night,
she’ll face the same fate. What
responsibility can we assign to a

WOMEN'S DAY

3- and 8-month-old girl who
succumbs to lust? Where was
she revealing her body to some-
one who committed a terrible
crime with her?

Actually, similar to tea, both
men and women serve as essen-
tial components of existence.
Just as sugar enhances the
flavour of life, the presence of
men contributes significantly to
the overall experience of exis-
tence.

It is essential to recognize that
men and women represent two
remarkable manifestations of
nature’s creativity. Both XX and
XY possess remarkable qualities
that make them unique; any
attempt to compare them would
be futile.

If a woman is a mother, having
carried you in her womb for
nine months, then a man
assumes the role of caretaker for

both the mother and the child
during that delicate period.

A woman embodies the nurtur-
ing presence that weeps along-
side you during your darkest
moments. A man is the figure
who diligently operates in the
background to alleviate your
SOITOW.

If a woman is a sister, she allows

her siblings to share everything
that belongs to her; a man is a
brother who will do anything to
ensure his sister’s smile.

Humanity is incomplete without
the presence of both genders,
and one cannot truly exist with-
out the other. Rather than engag-
ing in futile comparisons, it is
essential for both to collaborate
in order to enhance the beauty of
our world. Both parties ought to
receive their entitlements and
fulfill their responsibilities with
diligence!

We should make a commitment
to not abuse our rights and laws
that have been specifically
intended for our improvement,
and we should also be aware
that the goal of feminism is
equality, but not at the expense
of showing contempt to the
other gender.

It is important to remember that
women were never intended to
do tasks that men are capable of
doing; rather, women have
always been intended to perform
tasks that men are unable to per-
form.

Happy International Women’s
Day to all of you!

Surjit Flora
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Buddhist Bhikkhus, activists and
various organisations have been
sitting on protest at Bodh Gaya
demanding handing over the
management of the holy shrine
of Mahabodhi Buddha Vihara to
the Buddhists of India. It is dis-
turbing and extremely sad that
even after 75 years of our repub-
lic, the most important and
sacred place for the Buddhist
world over, has not been handed
over to them. There is no doubt
about the authenticity or his-
toricity of this shrine as a
Buddhist place initially devel-
oped by Emperor Asoka the
great but later restored during
the Gupta Pala period and con-
sistently followed by various
Burmese kings. It is a fact that in
the later years as the Buddhist
patrons lost their power to Sena
dynasty of Bengal followed by
Mughal invasion, the shrines
remained ignored as well as
assaulted and ultimately got
ruined. One of the greatest serv-
ices to Buddhism in India was
actually rendered by great
British Surveyor Major General
Sir Alexander Cunningham (23
January 1814 — 28 November
1893) as well as Indian archaeol-
ogist Dr Rajendralal Mitra and
many others in the early 19th
century who were actually
responsible for the restoration of
the current site and numerous
other Buddhist places just buried
under the rubbles of the ruins.

Nobody has ever doubted that
Bodh Gaya is the biggest shrine
of the Buddhist world over and
many of the scholars in the past
termed it a pilgrimage such as
Badri-
Kedar for Hindus and Jerusalem
for Christians. Almost all

Mecca for Muslims,

the documents and
research since the
beginning has

undoubtedly suggested
that this is a Buddhist tem-

ple and the Bodhi tree is among
the oldest trees of the world,
despite the fact that it was
destroyed and uprooted several
times but it got restored.

We are not going into much
details of those authenticity
because unlike other religious

‘disputes’ in India, the issue of
Mahabodhi Vihar as Buddhist
temple is a settled one as right
from the British scholars to
British Indian administrator
treated it as a Buddhist place.
The British handled this issue
with great care and the negotia-
tions that point of time too were
not questioning the ‘ownership’
of the land as claimed by
Shankar Matth. The Matth’s role
was appreciated because it did
not convert the shrine into a
Hindu temple and that Buddhists
were allowed to worship there.
So both the Hindus
Buddhists were worshipping

and

there in the vicinity of the com-
plex where the Math has built
Hindu temple too. Here is what
the Bengal District Gazetteer of
Gaya, 1906 says about Bodh
Gaya and Mahabodhi Vihar.

‘The temple was originally a
Buddhist shrine but for a long
time past, it has been in the pos-
session of a Hindu Mahanth
belonging to an order founded
by the bitterest enemies of
Buddhism. It has fallen into
complete ruin and would have
soon disappeared had not gov-
ernment restored it at its own
cost, in consequence, they main-
tain a custodian for the care of
the building and to see to its
repair. The Mahanth controls the
worship and receives the offer-
ings made by the Buddhists and
the Hindu pilgrims. Government
maintaining an attitude of impar-
tiality on all religious questions
the The
Buddhists performs the rites of

affecting shrine.
their religion at the shrine and
under the Bodhi tree, just as
Buddhists of different countries
have done for centuries past
and Hindus also make
offering under the tree as
it is recognized as one of
the 45 of places which

Hindu visit while performing
the religious ceremonies for the
salvation of their ancestors
which centers around the holy
city of Gaya. This Hindu rever-
ence for tree is very old but by
the side there is a Hindu cult of a
very recent growth, as Hindu
worship, which has been pro-
nounced a spurious and unortho-

Special

shrine itself’[1].

About the historic Bodhi tree, it
says, ‘this tree is the oldest his-
torical tree in the world and has
an eventful history. It was first
cut down by Asoka in his unre-
generate days but after he
became a believer in the law of
Buddha, he lavished an inordi-
nate devotion upon it. His queen
jealous of this attachment and
grudging the jewel which Asoka
offered to the tree, again had it
cut down but for second time, it

was miraculously, restored to
life’[2].
Interestingly,

7,'.].- . 3 F,
Vidya Bhushan Rawat

Rabindranath Tagore visited
Bodh Gaya in January 1922 and
was overwhelmed to see this
Buddhist shrine. He said, I am
sure it will be admitted by all
Hindus who are true to their own
ideals, that it is an intolerable
wrong to allow the temple raised
on the spot where Lord Buddha
attained his enlightenment to
remain under the control of a
rival sect which can neither have
the intimate knowledge of or
sympathy for the Buddhist reli-
gion and its rites of worship. I
consider it to be a sacred duty for
all individuals believing in free-
dom and justice this great histor-
ical site to the community of
people who still reverently carry

on that particular current of his-
tory in their own living faith’[3].

While the British Indian govern-
ment was trying to handle this
issue carefully, it was the heroic
effort of Anagarika Dharmapala,
the Buddhist monk and scholar
from Sri Lanka who campaigned
for its restoration and interna-
tionalized it. Though Chinse
travelers and scholars like Hwen
Thsang, Faxian had already nar-
rated about this centuries ago as
well as the Burmese Kings were
already involved in its restora-
tion, it was Anagarika
Dharmapala who actually took
the issue to United States as well
as Japan. While the British
scholars, excavators and archae-
ologists were already doing their
work to maintain and restore
various Buddhist sites in India.
Japan was a leading world
power during those days and its
involvement really helped as the
British authorities then took it
more seriously but unfortunate-
ly, they did not want to ‘hurt’ the
local sentiments as there was no
doubt about the historicity of the
site but no local population
which could fight for it. Had Dr
Baba Saheb Ambedkar been
active or involved on the issue at
this point of time then things
would have been different.
Unfortunately, without active
local support, one can not fight a
big cause like this. The appropri-
ation or occupation of the
Buddhist the
Brahmanical elite in India is

shrines by

because of the steady decline of
Buddhism due to loss of power
of Pala dynasty in the 12th cen-
tury as well as rise of Sena
dynasty particularly  King

Sasank, who was a staunch
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Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya must be handed over to Buddhists

Sharing my article with a little history of the Mahabodhi Vihara in Bodh Gaya

Buddhism.
Subsequently, many stories also

opponent of

make mention of various
Mughal rulers and their local
chieftains  responsible  for
destruction of these historical
places.

Indian National Congress and
Hindu Mahasabha formed a
committee with Babu Rajendra
Prasad as its Convenor and
passed a resolution on 2lIst
Babu

Rajendra Prasad is authorized to

January 1923 saying,

investigate the proposal of plac-
ing the custody of Bodh Gaya
temple in the Buddhist hands
and to make report to this com-
mittee. Babu Rajendra Prasad is
also empowered to coopt suit-
able persons in the investiga-
tions.’[4]

The Hindu Mahasabha of Bihar
province too passed the follow-
ing resolution on April 6th, 1925
‘Lord Buddha is one of the ten
avatars of Hindus and the only
deity whom the Buddhists wor-
ship. The temple of Bodh Gaya
is therefore a sacred place
(teerth) for the followers of both
the religions. And it is perfectly
natural desire therefore, on the
part of both the communities to
keep this sacred place in their
possession. Then at the present
day both the communities’ resort
to the place for worship and
People from both the
communities desire that each

prayer.

one of them should be freely
allowed to offer worship and
prayer in its own peculiar way,
according to its customs and
religious injunctions and that
there should not be offered any
obstacle in its way of doing so.
This conference therefore is of
the opinion that the Buddhists of
India should be offered due
share in the management of the
temple and the arrangement of
the offering of the worship there-
in. This conference appoints the
following committee to make a
report to the Provincial Hindu
Sabha within three months as to
the steps that should be taken to
protect the common rights of
both the Hindus the
Buddhists. It also requests the
Mahanth of Bodh Gaya to ren-
der all possible help to the com-

and

mittee and a due and proper dis-
charge of its duties. This resolu-
tion will have nothing to do with
the properties attached to the
Math of Both Gaya’. [5]
Unfortunately, despite all the
noises made by the committee
under Babu Rajendra Prasad, it
felt that the management of the
shrine should be handled by a
joint committee of both the
Buddhists and Hindus together.
There was another issue, which
was important, the Hindu
Mahasabha had suggested to
keep the issue of the ‘ownership’
of the property outside the
purview of the management.
The committee suggested based
on the suggestion of Hindu
Mahasabha ‘that the shrine be
managed by both the Hindus and
Buddhists and that the Mahanth
be the ex-officeo member for the
‘time being’. It also made it clear
the issue of the property of Math
has nothing to do with all this
which means the property will
remain with the Mahant. Though
Mahant claims to have firman
from Shah Alam but he could
not produce anything to the
committee. Mahadev Gir was
Mahant from 1642 to 1682 and
the time period of Shah Alam
much later.

After the independence the
Bihar government brought it
under the control of special man-
agement after passing a law
Bodh Gaya Temple
Management Act 1949. Under
this act, the management of
Bodh Gaya temple is defacto in
the hands of Brahmins who hap-
pened to be a majority. There are
four members to be appointed
from ‘Hindu’ community and
the Buddhist
The  District
Magistrate is the ex officio

four from

Community.

Chairman of the committee.
Activist alleged that in most of
the ‘temple management com-
mittees’, in India, the Brahmins
get appointed overwhelmingly
everywhere and Bodh Gaya is
no exception to it.

UNESCO declared Mahabodhi
Vihar as World Heritage site on
29th June 2002. Its citation says,

continue page 18
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Criterion (i): The grand 50m high Mahabodhi
Temple of the 5th-6th centuries is of immense
importance, being one of the earliest temple con-
structions existing in the Indian sub-continent. It is
one of the few representations of the architectural
genius of the Indian people in constructing fully
developed brick temples in that era.

Criterion (ii): The Mahabodhi Temple, one of the
few surviving examples of early brick structures in
India, has had significant influence in the develop-
ment of architecture over the centuries.

Criterion (iii): The site of the Mahabodhi Temple
provides exceptional records for the events associat-
ed with the life of Buddha and subsequent worship,
particularly since Emperor Asoka built the first tem-
ple, the balustrades, and the memorial column.
Criterion (iv): The present Temple is one of the ear-
liest and most imposing structures built entirely in
brick from the late Gupta period.

Criterion (v): The sculpted stone balustrades are an
outstanding early example of sculptural reliefs in
stone.

Criterion (vi): The Mahabodhi Temple Complex in
Bodh Gaya has direct association with the life of the
Lord Buddha, being the place where He attained the
supreme and perfect insight.

Now the question is when each person and party
who matter on this affair have no doubt about the his-
toricity of Bodh Gaya Maha Vihar then what is the
obstacle to hand it over to the Buddhists which is
rightfully there. As far as the Hindu Temple or the
Matth is concern nobody beyond Bihar knows much
about this so called Hindu mandir there. Hindus have
important pilgrim centers and temples. Gaya, which
is 10 kilometers away from Bodh Gaya is considered
to be an important Hindu place and nobody question
that. It was clear since the beginning that the Mahant
claimed to have gained Zagir or Zamindari from the
Mughal kings and it was his source of income apart
from both the temples. We all know well, how the
Brahmanical lobby scuttled all efforts towards
Zamindari Abolition, an issue so dear to then Prime
Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru. Zamindari Abolition
act came in 1951 and it was mostly challenged in
Bihar where Brahmins, Bhumihars, Kayasthas and
Rajputs had big Zamindari. People remain under
illusion to think that only Rajputs had Zamindari but
in Bihar Bengal Zamindari was not the sole domain
of Rajputs but Brahmin-Bhumihar-Kayasthas had
huge Zamindaris in Bengal and Bihar.

It was estimated that Bodh Gaya Matth had over
18000 acres of land (many estimated it over 30,000
acres) and it was the main source of his ‘power’
which he wielded on the poor landless people, a
majority of them Dalits particularly like Mushahars,
Doms, Bhuiyna and other backward communities.
Jaya Prakash Narayan addressed a historic gathering
of landless peasants and other political activists on
April 18th, 1975. The Bodh Gaya land movement
continued till 1987 when the Bihar government dis-
tributed 18000-acre land among 11000 landless
farmers, a majority of them landless women and
Dalits. Gaya, Bhojpur, Ara, Jahanabad remained the
hotbed for the movement for land rights of the land-
less communities, mostly mobilized by the violent

left groups. One need to understand why the reli-
gious-political nexus always opposed land reforms
and found different ways to circumvent land ceiling
laws by forming various religious trusts.

In the beginning of 19th and 20th century, we did not
have enough support for the cause of Buddhism
except for that coming from outside like Japan,
China, Thailand, Burma and other countries. All
shades of political leaders have felt proud of India’s
historical Buddhist past. Prime Minister Jawahar Lal
Nehru believed in Panchsheel. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been speaking about Lord

ple to the Buddhists. We find in our Hindu scriptures
that India was a great fount of justice and truth but at
present I see with regret the groundless obstacles
placed in the sincere and just attempt over the com-
plete management of this greatest Buddhist shrine to
its legitimate custodians. If any one want justice
from the others the former should first deal justice
with others. In the Khilafat movement days, the
Hindus helped Khilafatis, in the Akali movement
days they helped the Akalis, why shouldn’t the
Hindus help Buddhists to regain their holiest shrine?
The question is one of pure justice. If the Hindu

Hindu sentiments. The Buddhist are asking the same
from the Hindus. Will the Hindutva leadership,
Congress as well as the Samajwadis learn a few les-
sons from their own past and correct it as all their top
leadership accepted and supported Buddhist claim
on the Maha Bodhi Vihar, Gaya. The Ambedkarite
fraternity in India is already fighting for a peaceful
solution through a democratic and law-abiding strug-
gle. All the political parties and organizations that
claim to represent Ambedkarite thoughts and people
stand in complete solidarity with the BodhGaya
MahaBodhi Vihar movement. Will the Bihar gov-

* Mahabodhi Temphe Complex | A Worss Herslsge Property =)

Buddha in great reverence and participate in
Buddhist festivals and events. His government
claims look east policy and most of our eastern
neighbors are Buddhist countries and have great
respect for India as it is truly the land of Buddha.
There will not be a political party which will oppose
handing over the greatest shrines of Buddhist world
over to the Buddhist community to manage and
maintain it.

Before, I conclude, I wish to add this thought-pro-
voking letter of Swami Sachchidananda Saraswati
on February 1st, 1926 as appeared in the Mahabodhi
journal. One may agree or disagree with many of the
observations but what is important to understand is
his ultimate aim.

‘It is a great shame for all Hindus that they should
allow an individual Saivite Mahant to control the
greatest Buddhist shrine. Is it just and right? It is
great surprise that some Hindus do not raise objec-
tion against the forcible occupation by an individual
sectarian non-Buddhist Mahant of a temple erected
in the memory of Lord Buddha, the only teacher of
and revered by the whole Buddhists world of 500
million Buddhists. No Hindu can control any
Christian or Muslim shrine by such an undesirable
mean. This is a great injustice to Buddha, Buddhism
and one third of the World Population which follows
Buddha and Buddhism. So long as the Hindus, not to
say of an individual non-Buddhist Mahant will keep
control of the greatest Buddhist temple, the whole
Buddhist world will look down upon Hindus and say
that there is a great injustice in India. Therefore, I
pray each member of the Indian National Congress
and Hindu Mahasabha should take keen interest in
the matter and do justice to Buddha and Buddhists.
When the Indian National Congress demand com-
plete swaraj from the British government which is
due to the Indians Why should not the Congtress too
do justice by giving the transfer of the Buddhist tem-

Mahasabha will fail to do justice with the Buddhists.
There is no doubt that the Buddhists will be morally
affected and be far and far away from it. If it be the
aim of All India Hindu Mahasabha, that all the peo-
ple of different religion should give equal treatment
to one another and live amicably with one another
then it should give justice and equal treatment to
Buddhism and Buddhists also and allow the latter to
have the full management of their holiest shrine.
Therefore, let us, the Hindus, with our usual sincere
and justice loving heart assure Buddhists of our
unanimous opinion that we will give complete trans-
fer of Buddhist temple to them. Let us be also
assured that they will allow the Hindus to worship
Buddha freely as they should do to Buddha and that
neither the Buddhists nor the Hindus should offer
fish or meat before the Buddhist statues. I further
appeal to all the sincere Hindus that they should crit-
icize the report and support impartially the Buddhists
claim for the complete management of the Buddhist
temple which is justly due to the Buddhists.

Swami Sachchidananda Saraswati,

Calcutta, February 1st, 1926’[6]

A few years back when I met venerable Bhante
Nagarjun Surai Sasai, a Japanese by birth but an
Indian in action now and asked him about Bodh
Gaya, he told me that it is the birth place of Lord
Buddha. I was surprised and shocked as why did he
say that. He explained to me, Lumbini is the birth
place of prince Siddhartha but it is Gaya that gave
birth to Buddha hence Bodh Gaya Mahabodhi Vihar
is the most sacred shrine for the Buddhist all over the
world. Every Indian should be proud of this rich cul-
tural heritage which the world acknowledges.

It is time for the government of Bihar to take a sim-
ple decision. You can call an all party meeting and
listen to their views. You can tell them the history of
this movement and the archaeological findings. For
long Hindutva leadership asked Muslims to ‘respect’

ernment wake up and listen to the voices and reread
its history to handover this shrine to the Buddhists.
Nitish Kumar hails from JP’s movement and so is
Lalu Prasad Yadav and Bihar’s landless people owe
a lot to that historic Bodh Gaya Land movement
which ultimately paved the way towards redistribu-
tion of the thousands of acres of land to landless peo-
ple illegally occupied by the Matth. Buddhists have
been wronged. Buddha and Buddhist past are India’s
glorious heritage which makes us proud. Dalits and
Ambedkarites were not strong force nor and
Buddhism was in physical decline in India but Baba
Saheb Ambedkar’s historic Deeksha ceremony on
14th October 1956 and subsequent efforts of the
Ambedkarites actually revived Buddhism in India
and today the number of Buddhists is increasing in
India and abroad. Today, Buddhists in India are
ready to take this battle till end. Buddha was a man
of peace and non-violence hence the longer this
struggle stretches the bitter would be the relations
between the Hindus and Buddhists. Government
must ensure that such a bitterness is not allowed to
spread widely and it will only be possible if the
shrine’s management is handed over to Buddhists of
India.

[1] Bengal District Gazetteers, Gaya by L S S
O’Malley, ICS, Calcutta, The Bengal Secretariate
Book Depot, 1906, P 50-51

[2] ibid P-52

[ 3 ]
https://www.telegraphindia.com/culture/books/rabin
dranath-tagore-a-poem-that-defined-the-buddha-
and-sujata-stupa/cid/1818901

[4] Mahabodhi and the United Buddhist World
Volume 34, January 1926 No 1, P 2,

[5]Tbid P 4

[6] Mahabodhi : March 1926 Volume XXXIV
Volume III, Mahabodhi and the United Buddhist
World Volume 34 P 165-166
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(English translation from original Hindi: SR Darapuri I.P.S.(Retd)

(Asian independent) According to
the published documents of
Bhagat Singh and his comrades,
Bhagat Singh had written an arti-
cle on the problem of untouchables
under the name ‘Vidrohi’ in ‘Kirti’
of June 1928: ‘The Question of the
Untouchables’. However, it is
beyond understanding why Bhagat
Singh used to write under a pseu-
donym.

There is a background to this arti-
cle, which is mentioned in the
introduction of the article as fol-
lows: ‘The Congress session was
held in Kakinada in 1923.
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in his pres-
idential speech, suggested divid-
ing the present-day scheduled
castes, which were called untouch-
ables in those days, into Hindu and
Muslim missionary institutions.
The rich Hindus and Muslims were
ready to give money to make this
class distinction permanent. At the
same time, when there was an
atmosphere of debate on this issue,
Bhagat Singh wrote an article
called ‘The Question of the
Untouchables.’ In this article, con-
crete suggestions have been given
for the progress of the working
class by estimating its strength and
limitations. Why did Muhammad
Ali Jinnah suggest dividing the
Untouchables between Hindus and
Muslims? Bhagat Singh has not
discussed this topic in the article.
However, it was a very interesting
topic. It was directly related to the
strength of numbers, based on
which the division of power was to
be done. With the aim of increas-
ing their numbers, Hindu organi-
zations were trying to include
Untouchables in the Hindu fold by
running Shuddhi and
Untouchability-Eradication-
Movement, which was being car-
ried out by the leaders of Congress
and Arya Samaj. One of its aims
was also to prevent Untouchables
from converting to Islam and
Christianity. On the other hand,
Muslim groups were running the
‘Tabligh’ movement to include
Untouchables in Islam. Their aim
was also to increase their numbers
by converting Untouchables to
Islam. But where all discrimina-
tion against Untouchables ended
after reciting Kalma and becoming
Muslims, in Hindu society dis-
crimination did not end even after
purification, they remained
Untouchables. The Shuddhi move-
ment of Hindus was a hoax, under
which Untouchables were taken to
the well of a Hindu after bathing
with Vedic mantras, and they
became pure. Later that well was

also purified. In this way, purifica-
tion of Hindus was nothing but a
political trick. Actually, Hindus
needed purification, because they
were the ones with impure mental-
ity, but they were flowing the
Ganga upside down by purifying
Dalits. Bhagat Singh has also not
criticized this upside-down Ganga
in his article, although he has def-
initely shown the trickery of
Hindus. For example — ‘When the
conference of Hindu Mahasabha
was held in Patna under the chair-
manship of Lala Lajpat Rai, who
has been an old supporter of
untouchables, a heated debate
broke out. There was a good argu-
ment. The problem was whether
the untouchables had the right to
wear the sacred thread or not? And
do they have the right to study the
Vedas and scriptures? Big social
reformers were furious, but Lalaji
made everyone agree and saved
the honour of Hinduism by accept-
ing these two things.’

Bhagat Singh has not mentioned
what were those two things that
Lalaji got accepted. However, he
had caught the hypocrisy of Hindu
social reformers like Malviya. For
example —

‘These days big social reformers

Kanwal Bharti

like Malviya (Madan Mohan
Malviya), great lovers of untouch-
ables and what not, first get a gar-
land put around their neck by a
sweeper, but consider themselves
impure without taking a bath with
clothes on. What a great trick is
this?’

Further, Bhagat Singh has men-
tioned about Hindus, Muslims and
Sikhs also increasing their num-
bers by including untouchables.
For example — ‘Everyone was wor-
ried about increasing the number
of their community to demand
more rights. Muslims put more
emphasis on it. They started giving
equal rights to untouchables by
converting them to Islam. This
hurt the ego of Hindus.
Competition increased. There were
riots too. Gradually, there were

fights among Sikhs on the issue of
removing the sacred thread of
untouchables or cutting their hair.
Now all three communities are
pulling untouchables towards
themselves. There is a lot of noise
about this. On the other hand,
Christians are quietly increasing
their status. Well, all this commo-
tion is removing the curse of the
country’s misfortune.’

Here, what has Bhagat Singh
called the country’s misfortune
and what is the curse? There is no
need to clarify this.

Now let us also consider the root
cause of this problem, which had
made untouchables prominent in
politics. This problem was the
population of untouchables. The
first census in India was conducted
in 1881, but no attempt was made
to classify the various Hindu
castes into upper and lower or
upper caste and untouchable. The
second census was conducted in
1891, and for the first time an
attempt was made by the Census
Commissioner to classify the pop-
ulation based on caste, race and
category. But this was only an
attempt. It was not implemented.
The third census was conducted in
1901. In this census, the principle
of classification based on castes
present in the society was adopted.
Upper caste Hindus started
protesting this principle, and start-
ed demanding removal of the
question related to caste in the
census. But this protest had no
effect on the Census
Commissioner. He considered the
enumeration based on caste impor-
tant and necessary. He said,
‘Whatever view may be adopted
regarding the advantages or disad-
vantages of caste as a social insti-
tution, it is impossible to imagine
any useful discussion on popula-

tion questions in India, if caste is
not an important element in it.
Caste still forms the basis of the
Indian social fabric and caste
records are still the best guide to
changes in the various social strata
in Indian society.’

But the 1901 census did not give
any accurate data of the population
of untouchables. There were two
reasons for this. First, the Census
Commissioner did not have any
criteria to decide who was an
untouchable? And the second rea-
son was that the section of the
population, which was economi-
cally and educationally backward,
but was not untouchable, was
mixed with the real untouchables.
Therefore, when the fourth census
was conducted in 1911, ten criteria
were made to identify untouch-
ables, which were as follows —
Untouchables are those who do not
believe in the supremacy of
Brahmins;

Those who do not take mantras
from any Brahmin or Hindu Guru;
Those who do not believe in the
Vedas;

Those who do not worship Hindu
gods;

Those in whose homes Brahmins
do not perform rituals;
Those whose priests
Brahmins;

Those whose entry into Hindu
temples is prohibited;
Those whose contact
Hindus impure;

Those who bury their dead; and,
Those who eat beef and do not
consider the cow sacred.

This criterion was also adopted in
the 1921 and 1931 census. Based
on this identification, the popula-
tion of untouchables in India came
out to be about six crores. This
meant that a part of the representa-
tion received by Hindus had to be
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left for the untouchables.
Therefore, all the efforts of the
Congress, Hindu Mahasabha and
Arya Samaj to bring untouchables
into the Hindu fold were being
made to deny them representation.
In this regard, the attention of the
government was first drawn by
Muslim leaders in 1910 by giving
a memorandum, in which it was
said that the political representa-
tion given to Hindus is not of the
entire Hindus, but of the upper
caste Hindus, because their argu-
ment was that untouchables are not
Hindus.

Now let us consider the question
that in what background did
Bhagat Singh write the article
‘Achhut Ka Sawal’ (The Question
of Untouchables) and what was its
purpose? Muhammad Ali Jinnah
had suggested dividing the
untouchables into Hindus and
Muslims in the 1923 session of the
Congress, but Bhagat Singh wrote
the article five years later in 1928.
Why so late? An event has its
effect immediately, not after many
years. This means that the article
is not inspired by Jinnah’s sugges-
tion, but the source of its inspira-
tion is some other event. What is
this other event? It is important to
know this. One reason is also pres-
ent in Bhagat Singh’s article. That
is Noor Muhammad’s statement
given in the Bombay Council in
1926, in which he says that when
you refuse to give even water to a
person, when you do not allow
them to study in school, then what
right do you have to demand polit-
ical rights? Bhagat Singh has sup-
ported Noor Muhammad’s opin-
ion. In 1925, five thousand
Chamars in the town of Ujhani in
Uttar Pradesh had converted to
Islam. This news was also on
Bhagat Singh’s notice. Kanpur’s
‘Pratap’ not only published it
prominently but also wrote an edi-
torial criticizing it. Bhagat Singh
also noticed the welcome of the
Simon Commission by Dalit
organizations in the whole country
in 1928. Congress and Hindus
boycotted it. Later, Lala Lajpat
Rai’s protest against it became the
cause of his death. But a bigger
reason than all these reasons was
the emergence of the untouchables
as a separate political and reli-
gious force. All over India, the
untouchables were establishing
their new identity as ‘Moolnivasi’
and movements representing the
natives were going on in every
province, such as Adi Dravida, Adi
Andhra, Adi Karnataka, Adi
Hindu, Adi Dharmi etc. These
movements of the untouchables
were establishing their identity as

continue page 20
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the third force of the native Indians parallel to the
political powers of Hindus and Muslims. This new
power had posed a crisis of division of representa-
tion in front of both Hindu and Muslim politics.
Till now, Hindu and Muslim leaders were trying to
eat the cake of political representation in half, but
now Dalits had also started demanding their share,
because they had clearly said that they are not
Hindus, and they want their separate rights. This
was going to harm Hindus, not Muslims. That is
why all Brahmin organizations including
Congress, Hindu Mahasabha and Arya Samaj
were disturbed and worried, and were doing all
sorts of hoaxes to somehow convince the untouch-
ables. I am calling their love for untouchables a
hoax because they did not have any human feel-
ings towards Dalits then, nor do they have it now.
They were against the development of Dalit castes
then and are against it in this twenty-first century
too.

In fact, this rise of Untouchables as a new politi-
cal power is the real background of Bhagat
Singh’s article. He has mentioned this in his arti-
cle in the form of ‘Adidharma Mandal’. In front of
them were Mangu Ram’s Ad-Dharma in Punjab
and Swami Achhutanand’s Adi-Hindu movement
in Uttar Pradesh, which had deflated the
Congress’ Swaraj movement, Hindus’ social
reform and Shuddhi movement. The Shuddhi
movement of Hindus ended only when the Adi -
Hindu movement began. These two movements of
the 1930s arose like a storm and were shaking the
Swaraj politics of Hindus like a hurricane. They
set their own separate and new agendas for the
struggle of Dalits. These movements established
the new identity of the untouchables as ‘Adi-
Hindu’ and ‘Ad-Dharmi’ (natives) and demanded
their separate political rights along with their sep-
arate religion. In his article, Bhagat Singh is not in
support of this new consciousness of the untouch-
ables, but is against it. He calls this new religious
consciousness and politics of the untouchables a
conspiracy of the government machinery i.e. the
British. He writes—

‘When the untouchables saw that because of them
there were riots between them (Hindus and
Muslims), and everyone was considering them as
their food, why shouldn’t they get organized sep-
arately? The British government may or may not
have had any hand in the implementation of this
idea, but it is certain that the government machin-
ery had a great hand in its propaganda.
Organizations like ‘Aaddharma-Dharma Mandal’
are the result of the propaganda of that idea.’
Here Bhagat Singh is describing the concept of
Ad-dharm as the result of the propaganda of the
British. Meaning, the untouchables calling them-
selves “Moolnivasi’ and identifying themselves as
Ad-Dharmi seemed to him to be the propaganda
of the British. Therefore, instead of supporting the
new identity and new religious identity of the
untouchables, he was seeing it as a colonial con-
spiracy. This clearly meant that he wanted to see
the untouchables in the same Hindu fold, in which
they were not even humans, but slaves deprived of
all human rights. What can be said about the reli-
gious views of a materialistic Communist thinker
in the context of the Untouchables?

Not only Bhagat Singh, the entire Hindu system of
that time was perturbed by this new identity of the
untouchables. There were two reasons for this.
First, the untouchables were getting organised
politically separately from the Hindus and were
demanding separate political representation for
themselves from the British government; and sec-

ond, they were not only rebelling against
Hinduism, but were also getting organised as non-
Hindus. At some places, they were even leaving
Hinduism and becoming Christians and Muslims.
This was a big threat to the Hindu Mahasabha,
Arya Samaj and Swarajists. In Punjab, the Arya
Samaj started the “Valmiki Dharma’ to counter the
Ad-dharma and keep the Mehtar community,
which is called Chuhra in Punjab, in the Hindu
fold. An Arya Samaj Brahmin named Amichand
Sharma wrote a book named ‘Valmiki Prakash’
and propagated Valmiki-Dharma in the Chuhra
community. It was this Amichand Sharma who
gave them the name Valmiki and linked them to
Rishi Valmiki, the author of Ramayana, which has
today taken the form of an institutional religion
even more widely there. It was this religion that
kept the Valmiki community away from Dr.
Ambedkar’s movement, and linked it to Gandhi
and the Congress. Swami Achhootanand had start-
ed the Adi-Hindu movement in Uttar Pradesh,
which had an impact in the whole of North India.
The Congress was so scared of this movement that
Lala Lajpat Rai fielded a Harijan leader
Chaudhary Bihari Lal against him, who called
Achhootanand by uncivilized and indecent names
like ‘Jutanand’. But this protest proved unsuccess-
ful, and Adi-Hindu Mahasabha of Achhootanand
gave a grand welcome to the Simon Commission
in the entire state, in which thousands of untouch-
ables participated.

What was the solution to the untouchable problem
in Bhagat Singh’s view? It is very important to see
this, because how does Bhagat Singh search for
the social problem of India, which has no solution
in Communism? It would be interesting to know
this. But there is no doubt that he considers the
problem of untouchability to be a gift of the caste
system of Brahmanism, and refutes it. As—
‘Now another question arises that what should be
the right solution to this problem? Its answer is
very important. First, it should be decided that all
humans are equal and no one is born different
either by birth or by division of work. That is,
because a man is born in a poor sweeper’s house,
he will clean filth all his life, and he has no right
to get any kind of development work in the world,
these things are useless. In this way, our ancestors
Aryans treated them unjustly and scolded them by
calling them lowly and started making them do
low-grade work. At the same time, there was also
a concern that they might rebel, so the philosophy
of reincarnation was propagated that this is the
result of your sins of your previous birth. Now
what can be done? Spend the day quietly! In this
way, by preaching patience to them, they pacified
them for a long time. But they committed a grave
sin. They destroyed the humanity in humans. They
destroyed the feelings of self-confidence and self-
reliance. They committed a lot of oppression and
injustice. Today is the time to atone for all that.’
Bhagat Singh should really be praised for the fact
that he held Hindus and their Brahminical philos-
ophy responsible for keeping a large population
untouchable. But he did not accept that the
untouchables were not Hindus, whereas untouch-
ability itself is a major sociological proof of their
being non-Hindus, based on which they were
identified in the census. Blaming Hindus for the
plight of untouchables is one thing, and recogniz-
ing their problem is another. The problem of
untouchables was not that Hindus should repent
for their sins and treat them humanely, which is
perhaps not possible in Hinduism. The problem of
untouchables was not so easy that Bhagat Singh

said, ‘Keeping these classes in front of us, we
should neither call them untouchables nor consid-
er them untouchables. That is it, the problem is
solved.” Not calling or considering any communi-
ty untouchable is a good thing from a human point
of view. But if a religion itself calls a community
untouchable and teaches to keep social distance
from it, then the question is not just about calling
or considering it untouchable. Then the question
becomes one of religious belief, which forces
even social workers like Madan Mohan Malviya
to get a garland from a sweeper and take a bath
with clothes on to purify themselves. The problem
of untouchables was both religious and political.
If the untouchables were Hindus, then perhaps
Hindus would not have become impure by coming
in contact with them. The untouchables were not
Hindus, that is why Hindus did not want to give
them political rights. The untouchables were not
Hindus, that is why Gandhi sat on a hunger strike
against their political rights. However, Bhagat
Singh was not alive to see Gandhi’s protest and
hunger strike. He had been martyred. Therefore,
we cannot say what his reaction would have been
to Gandhi’s protest? Perhaps he would have been
with Gandhi, because he too would have seen the
separate rights of the untouchables as a division of
Hindu society.

But Bhagat Singh was not against the untouch-
ables getting organized. He considered it a need of
the hour. He wrote —

‘But this work cannot be done until the untouch-
able community organizes itself. We think that
their organizing themselves separately and
demanding equal rights as they are equal in num-
ber to Muslims is a very promising sign. Either
end the problem of communal discrimination, or
give them their separate rights. It is the duty of the
councils and assemblies to give them complete
freedom to use schools, colleges, wells and roads.
Not verbally, but by taking them along and mak-
ing them climb the wells. Enroll their children in
schools. But in the Legislative Assembly where a
hue and cry is raised on the pretext of religion
over the bill presented against child marriage, how
can they dare to include the untouchables there?
Bhagat Singh had caught the right nerve of the
Hindus. And this nerve was not to accept any such
social reform which is not permitted by religion.
This nerve was caught by Dr. Ambedkar before
him. He has written that on the pitiable condition
of the untouchables, Hindus are often heard say-
ing that ‘we should do something for the untouch-
ables’. But they are not heard saying that ‘we
should do something to change the Hindus.” He
said that there is a religious gap between Hindus
and untouchables, which is not possible to bridge.
If the question was not about taking power from
the British, then the ‘Shuddhi-Andolan’ of Hindu
organizations for the untouchables would not have
worked. And if there was no British rule in India,
but only Hindu rule, then no Hindu would have
even raised his eyes towards the untouchables.
Bhagat Singh makes an emotional appeal to the
untouchables, which no Hindu leader did, ‘Arise,
you real public servants called untouchables, rise!
Look at your history. You were the real strength of
Guru Govind Singh’s army! Shivaji could do
everything only by trusting you, due to which his
name is still alive today. Your sacrifices are writ-
ten in golden letters. We do not understand the
great favour you are doing by serving the people
daily, increasing their happiness and making their
lives possible.’ Still, Bhagat Singh was not a Dalit,
he was an upper caste. That is why he did not

appeal to the untouchables to give up all the dirty
professions that make them untouchables. This
appeal was made by Dalit leaders. In Maharashtra,
Dr. Ambedkar and in North India, Swami
Achhootanand. And what Bhagat Singh has said
in his article about the organization and political
rights of the untouchables was the main agenda of
Swami Achhootanand’s Adi-Hindu movement.

But Bhagat Singh ends his article by giving such
advice to the untouchables that he pushes the
entire untouchable struggle against imperialism in
support of Swaraj. For example —

‘But remember, do not fall into the trap of bureau-
cracy. It does not want to help you, rather it wants
to make you, its pawn. This capitalist bureaucracy
is the real reason for your slavery and poverty.
Therefore, you should never join them. Avoid
their tricks. Then everything will be fine. You are
the real proletariat, get organized. You will not
suffer any loss. Only the chains of slavery will be
broken. Get up and revolt against the present sys-
tem.” Here Bhagat Singh is asking the untouch-
ables to revolt against the British Raj. Why? What
harm did the British Raj do to the untouchables?
Did the British make them untouchables? Did the
British impose untouchability on them? Did the
British close the doors of education for them? Did
the British give them dirty professions? Did the
British keep them poor and miserable for thou-
sands of years? Did Bhagat Singh not know that
all this was not done by the British, but by Hindu
religion and its creators Brahmin-Thakur-
Baniyas? Then why should the untouchables
revolt against the British? Did Bhagat Singh want
to deprive the untouchables of even the little rights
that the British Raj had given them?

Would the untouchables get political power by
rebelling against the British Raj? Bhagat Singh
did not live to see that the Hindus, especially the
Brahmins, took over the power from the British,
and they enjoyed the full pleasure of complete
independence. What could the Hindu government,
which did not give the backward castes their legal
rights for forty years, give to the untouchables?
This is the Amrit Kaal of freedom. But even today,
Dalit-discourse, OBC-discourse, tribal-discourse
and minority-discourse are the biggest and most
real discussions in Indian society. In reality, such
discussions should not take place in democracy.
But if they are taking place, then it is because the
government did not play any role in making
Indian society democratic. These are not just liter-
ary debates but the struggles of Indian politics
which are going on between Dalits, backward
classes, tribals and minority communities and the
upper castes and this cannot be denied by any
argument of power.

. Ambedkar had said very clearly that
‘political power for the untouchables does
not matter in terms of more or less, but
what matters is that it should not be
dependent on Hindus. If the untouchables
depend for their representation in the leg-
islatures on those Hindus, whose political
life is directly based on opposing the eco-
nomic and social interests of the untouch-
ables, then that political power is of no
use to the untouchables.

But there is no doubt that today the Dalit
classes need to follow the advice of
Bhagat Singh to overthrow the current
power.
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Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner Pays Tribute to British
Asian Community at GG2 Leadership & Diversity Awards

LEADERSHIE &
DIVERSITY AWARDIS
THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK-
London, March 4, 2025 —
Deputy Prime Minister
Angela Rayner honoured
the achievements of the
British Asian community at
the  prestigious  GG2
Leadership & Diversity
Awards, describing them as
“some of our greatest
Britons.” The event, hosted
by the Asian Media Group
(AMG), celebrated its 26th
year of recognising excel-
lence and leadership within
the UK’s ethnic minority
communities. The unveil-
ing of the GG2 Power List,
profiling Britain’s 101 most
influential South Asians,
saw London Mayor Sadiq

Khan ranked number one
following his historic third-
term victory last summer.

Among the standout win-
ners, the GG2 Marketing
Campaign of the Year
Award was presented to
Manish Tiwari, Founder &
Chairman of Here & Now
365, for the groundbreak-
ing ‘#RootForMe’ cam-
paign for Vatika Naturals.
Launched for International
Women’s Day 2024, the
campaign innovatively
addressed intersectionality
in the workplace, sparking
conversations on diversity
and empowerment through
humour, impactful story-
telling, and strategic place-

ments in Times Square
and the London Tube.
Speaking on the cam-
paign, Tiwari said, “it was
a campaign, for standing
up for so many who are
not privileged and often
seen as the invisible
minority—the women
who are often exploited
even in the most fair soci-
ety such as ours when it
comes to Gender Pay
Gap.” Over 700 guests,
including politicians,
entrepreneurs, and busi-
ness leaders, attended the
ceremony at the Park
Plaza Hotel. BBC Chair
Samir Shah received the
GG2 Hammer Award for

€ 2025 Garavl Cujarat Publications Ltd

his four-decade-long
impact on British media,
breaking barriers as the
first person of colour to
lead the BBC. Secema
Malhotra MP was named
GG2 Woman of the Year
for her contributions to
immigration policy, bor-
der security, and equality,
while Shabir Randeree,
Chairman of DCD London
& Mutual PLC, received
GG2 Man of the Year for
his work in Islamic bank-
ing and philanthropy.

AMG Managing Editor
Kalpesh Solanki high-
lighted the ongoing need
for inclusion, stating,
“These awards celebrate

great achievements but
also challenge us to
amplify diversity in every
aspect of our organisa-
tions.”

Pladis, the event’s lead
sponsor, reaffirmed its
commitment to diversity
and inclusion, with CFO
Sridhar Ramamurthy
emphasizing the transfor-
mative impact of diverse
leadership.

The night concluded with
a total of 20 awards pre-
sented, recognizing
exceptional contributions
across industries and reaf-
firming the vital role of
diversity in  shaping
Britain’s future.
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Turning Point n the Dalit Samaj Polities - Realignment of Political Forces

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK-
Politics is a game of pos-
sibilities. Kanshi Ram
explored and exploited
these possibilities fully
during his life time
before his health deterio-
rated in the early years of
2010s. He made the
Bahujan Movement an
important phase in the
fast changing political
scenario of India under
the banner of BSP.
Taking advantage of the
ill health of a visionary

and politically astute
leader, Kanshi Ram,
Mayawati and her

coterie, under the guise
of owning the legacy of
Kanshi Ram, made the
BSP a family fiefdom to
appropriate ill-gotten
economic assets to their
personal advantage. The
lofty mission of Kanshi
Ram was lost on the way.
The ‘Caravan’ of
Babasaheb  Ambedkar
which Kanshi Ram was
pulling and pushing for-
ward with great ability
and visible success was
halted. It is matter of
regret and remorse. There
is no point in harping on
the negative and self-
centered approaches of
the coterie and Mayawati
herself which brought the
BSP to its current status
of ‘non-entity’. The
machinations of the rul-
ing elite exploited the sit-
uation fully to negate and
defeat the egalitarian

agenda of bringing about
an equitable social order
initiated by Babasaheb
and steered by Kanshi
Ram by using the dictum

of ‘Sham, Daam, Dand,
Bhed’. They succeed in
breaking the backbone of
the Bahujan Movement
of Kanshi Ram by
exploiting Mayawati,
who herself was a leader
to reckon with otherwise,
over her allegedly ill-
gotten financial fortunes.
She could not face and
withstand these blows of
her political rivals and
succumbed to the pres-
sures. The ground reality
is amply clear. There is
no point in stressing the
point further. I took the
courage of writing this as
apolitical analyst and a

stakeholder in the affairs
of the weaker sections of

the society and its
empowerment without
any ill-will towards
Mayawati and her

Ramesh Chander

coterie. I have no claim
that I have any inside
information or knowl-

edge. I am dwelling my
thoughts on the informa-
tion available in the pub-
lic domain only.

The immediate provoca-

tion to write this piece is
the standoff between
Mayawati and Akash
Anand. It seems it would
be a turning point in the
dalit samaj politics.
Change, in the process, is
an imminent offshoot of
the evolving situation.
BSP and Mayawati have
failed Kanshi Ram in the
pursuit of her vested
interests without caring
for the larger interests of
the community as initiat-
ed by Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Kanshi
Ram. BSP and its leader-
ship have lost steam. Its
vote share has come to
naught. It has come to
such a pass that BSP has
become irrelevant in the
political scene of the
country. There is no pos-
sibility in sight that BSP
can retrieve its lost posi-
tion with the current
leadership at the helm.
The redeeming aspect in
the process appears to be
the young and educated
lot like Chander Shekhar
Azad, Akash Anand,
Chirag Paswan, Raj
Rattan Ambedkar among
others who should shed
all inhibitions and join
hands in carrying for-
ward the ‘Caravan’ of
Ambedkar and Kanshi
Ram. It is a difficult task.
But there is no other way
out if the dalits and the
weaker sections of the
society — the Bahujan
Samaj and the minorities
like the Muslims, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Christians and
others are to be integrat-
ed with the mainstream

of the polity and econo-
my and also the society
large. The emerging
political and socio-cul-
tural situation is getting
polarized on the basis of
religious and sectarian
considerations. The
answer to this lies in get-
ting together as a coali-
tion of Dalits, Ati-back-
wards, Muslims and

other minorities as a
counter weight to the
Hindutava ground reali-
ties. In the given situa-
tion, the Hindutava band-
wagon has no wherewith-
al and intension to
accommodate and inte-
grate the socially weaker
sections of the society
and the minorities to the
main stream of the socie-
ty. Caste and graded
inequality is the hallmark
of the Hindu establish-
ment and ethos and it
will remain so in the
years to come for a long
time.

The followers of
Babasaheb ~ Ambedkar
and Kanshi Ram are law
abiding citizens. They
are interested in making
India — a Socialists,

Secular and Democratic
India as stipulated in the
Preamble of the
Constitution of India. To
begin with, the like-
minded political and
social leaders shall get
together to face the chal-
lenges of the future. The
new generation under the
leadership of the likes of
Chander Shekhar Azad,

Akash Anand, Raj Rattan

Ambedkar, Asaduddin
Owaissi among others
shall consider and exploit
the emerging political
scenario to challenge the
forces of ‘caste and grad-
ed inequality’ to secure
‘Justice, Liberty,

Equality and Fraternity’,
the lofty vision of our
forefathers led by
Babasaheb = Ambedkar
and Kanshi Ram and oth-
ers. The new movement
may spread pan-India in
due course. A beginning
may be made in Northern
region, the Hindi heart-
land.

It is said ‘well begun is
half done’. Let us hope
the new leadership of the
marginalized segments of
the society consider and
take note of the ground
reality’s and act; the
sooner the better. It will
be a befitting tribute to
the memory of Manyawar
Kanshi Ram on his birth
anniversary on March 15.
I conclude with a poetic
assertion of Allama Igbal
Zara Dekh Uss Ko Jo
Kuch Ho Raha Hai, Hone
Wala Hai

Dhara Kya Hai Bhala

Ehd-e-Kuhan Ki Dastnon
Mein

Pay attention to what is
happening and what is
going to happen

What good there is in
repeating the tales of the
old glories?
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Manish Tiwari honoured Outstanding

Contribution to British Asian Media
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THE ASIAN Upon receiving the award, foundation for British Asian campaign for ethnic minority radio campaign with global
I.NDEP.EN]?ENT UK- Manish reflected on the media. He expressed his women, Remitly, NHS, icon Hans Raj Hans, which
Manish learl,-founder of ‘globalisation’ of Indians gratitude to present-day Watchdog Locksmiths, led to the product selling out.
the . largest 1ndepend§nt from the subcontinent during Britain, noting that when he Vitabiotics, and Tilda, Tiwari expressed his
multicultural marketing the 18th and early 19th arrived 25 years ago, he among others. gratitude to the judges from

agency, Here & Now 365,
was honoured with the
Outstanding Contribution to
British Asian Media award at
the recently held British
Asian Media Awards 2025.

The award was presented to
him by H.E. Jovilisi
Suveinakama, the High
Commissioner of Fiji, and Jo
Sherlock, Group Rights and
Commercial Director at the
BBC, who also served as one
of the judges for the event.

centuries, when they were

sent to Commonwealth
nations to work under the
British Empire. This

migration led to the creation
of a global diaspora, some of
which later settled in the UK
coupled with waves of
migration from the Indian
subcontinent when Britain
needed work force both
skilled as well as nation
building work force post-
World War II, laying the

never had to alter any aspect
of his identity — neither his
name nor his accent — and
was able to not only build a
successful media agency but
also establish an entire
industry. This legacy was
celebrated on the night in a
significant way. In addition,
Here & Now 365 won
‘Agency of the Year’ for its
exceptional ~work  with
brands such as Dabur
Vatika’s Gender Pay Gap

The agency now in its 20th
year in U.K. also took home
the ‘Creative Excellence in
Media’ award for its
outstanding creative work
across media platforms like
ZEE and Sony, as well as
OOH and radio campaigns
with Sunrise and Lyca Radio.
Notably, Here & Now 365
produced a TV advert
featuring Bollywood actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui for
Watchdog Locksmiths, and a

Arqiva and the BBC for the
recognition and discussed
how his agency focus is not
just on trendy ‘DEI’
(Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion) initiatives, but on
fostering deeper connections
that help clients leverage
media more effectively for
‘real results.” At the same
time, he stressed the
importance of creating a
world that 1is culturally
vibrant and accepting of all.
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