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BUILDING MAINTENANCE HANDYMAN
 (CHECKATRADE)

Sham Lal Chander building maintenance handyman Under checkatrade |
platform is now available on your local London Area. They have fully trained and |
experienced tradesmen and do genuinely fast responses to all online enguiries. |
Their team are knowledgeable and providing on-time service. They have been |
providing remodelling, repairing and maintaining for overfive years. 5

PLUMBING : -
Repairs/Replacemeant
of Bathrooms
accessores
(sink, taps, tubs,
showers, Toilets etc.

ELECTRICIAN :-
Repairs/Reaplacement

Switches, Lamps,
Fans, Cameras,
Washing machines,
Cookers, Alarms.
Mlou
TV on walls, slc.

of all types of Sockels,

MASONRY

WORK: -
Flastering, skimming,
Brick Work,
Slabs Lying,
Drive Ways,
Roof maintenance
gio.

CARPENTRY: -
Laminate Flooring,
Fencing, Flat Facks
Assambling,
Doors repairing
repiacing,
Skirting, Decking,
Selves making ete.

For more information please contact at www.checkatrade.com

Sham Lal Chander consultant- call number - 07488841161
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5 Years Down the line,
whither Indian Constitution?

(Asian independent) The Indian Parliament
spent two days discussing the Indian
Constitution. While the opposition leaders
argued that our Constitution has a large space
for enhancement of the rights of weaker sec-
tions of society, for religious minorities
among others, they are suffering terribly.
Muslims have been reduced to second class
citizenship. Ruling dispensation, the BIJP
leaders within the Parliament and its ideo-
logues outside the parliament, argued that all
the ills of society and violation of
Constitutional values began with Nehru
(Amendment to stop hate speech), via Indira
Gandhi (Emergency), via Rajiv Gandhi (Shah
Bano Bill) to Rahul Gandhi (tearing the bill)
have been the violators of the values of
Constitution.

BJP leaders and Hindu nationalist ideologues
are stating that the Indian Constitution has
been based on Western values, a colonial
imprint on our society; it is a break from
India’s civilization and culture. They also
argue that the constitution and its application
is the appeasement of Muslim minorities for
vote bank purposes that has been done by the
Congress Party.

As we know the constitution was the outcome
of the values which emerged during the free-
dom movement. It also kept in mind the long
tradition of our civilization. The understand-
ing of our civilization is very different for
those who participated in the freedom move-
ment, those who stand for its ideology and
those who kept aloof from the anti colonial
movement and bowed to the British rulers.
While the freedom movement saw India as a
plural nation with rich diversities, those who
stood aloof saw the civilization as Hindu civ-
ilization. For them pluralism is a diversion
and imposition by the educated, modern lead-
ers.

Even RSS combine forgets that what they call
as Hindu civilization is undermining the con-
tributions of Jainism, Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam and Sikhism to our civilization. Even
the interpretation of Lord Ram, their major
icon, is so diverse for Kabir, who saw the
Lord as Universal spirit, for Gandhi who saw
Him as protector of all the people irrespective
of their religion in his famous: Ishawar Allah
Tero Naam (Allah and Iswar are same).
Jawaharlal Nehru saw India, Bharat Mata, in
‘The Discovery of India’, as an “ancient
palimpsest on which layer upon layer of
thought and reverie had been inscribed, and
yet no succeeding layer had completely hid-
den or erased what had been written previ-

ously.” With great pride he recalled the rule of
Emperor Ashok, who in many edicts itched
on stones talked of equal treatment for Vedic
Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism and Ajivikas.

This is the core difference between RSS com-
bine and its ideologues that see India as
exclusively Brahmanical Hindu, and those
like Gandhi and Nehru as a country belonging
to all the people. Indian Constituent
Assembly mainly represented the stream
which struggled against the British, the
national stream, while RSS was a marginal
stream sticking to ‘India as Brahmanical
Hindu nation’. This started getting reflected
immediately after the draft of the Indian
Constitution. While Ambedkar and Nehru
were cautious and stated the implementation
of its basic structure should be ensured by
those ruling the country. PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in 1998, formed Venkatchaliah
Commission to review the constitution. Dr.
K.R. Narayanan, the then President of India
aptly remarked “it is not that Constitution that
has failed us; it is we who have failed the con-
stitution! This is so true particularly after the
rule of the Modi Government. It is during this

-

period that though the Constitution has not
been changed as such, though many from the
RSS camp have expressed their wish to do so,
without getting reprimanded from the top
leadership. This was most blatantly stated to
back up their slogan of 400 Par (More than
400 seats in Parliament), meaning that we
want so many seats so that we can change the
Constitution.

The blatant rise of Hate speech, lately most
clearly stated by sitting Judge of Allahabad
High Court, Shekhar Kumar Yadav, when
participating in the VHP’s meeting stated
“The country will run as per the wishes of its
majority.

Justice Yadav made the remarks while deliv-
ering an address on the “Constitutional
Necessity of Uniform Civil Code”. “Only
what benefits the welfare and happiness of
the majority will be accepted,” Yadav said.

Worse than his stating so, has been the state-
ment of Yogi Aditynath, the UP CM, who
supported Yadav’ utterances. Mercifully the
Supreme Court has taken cognizance of
Yadav’s communal hate speech. Who will
take cognizance of Yogi’s supporting him?

Commenting on the current state of Affairs
Justice Aspi Chinoy made a very apt com-
ment, he said, “The BJP being the govern-
ment at the Centre and having an absolute and
overwhelming majority in Parliament, sees
no need to alter the de jure status of India as
a secular country and constitution. Being in
control of the state and its diverse instrumen-
talities it has been able to achieve its goal of
undermining India’s secular constitution and
introduce a hindutva based ethnocracy, even
without amending and altering the de jure
secular status,”

This sectarianism of ruling BJP goes back to
the time when the draft of Constitution was
released. Couple of days’ later the RSS
mouthpiece (unofficial) Organiser stated on
30th November 1949. “The worst [thing]
about the new Constitution of Bharat is that
there is nothing Bharatiya about it... [T]here
is no trace of ancient Bharatiya constitutional
laws, institutions, nomenclature and phraseol-
ogy in it”. Meaning that Manusmriti has been
ignored by makers of the Indian Constitution!

The father of Hindu Nationalist politics, V D
Savarkar was quoted by Rahul Gandhi while
participating in debate, “The worst thing
about the Constitution of India is that there is
nothing Indian about it. Manusmriti is that
scripture which is most worshippable after
Vedas for our Hindu nation and from which
our ancient times have become the basis for
our culture, customs, thought and practice.”
Stating Manusmriti is the law today.

The crux of the matter comes to the surface
when we compare the chief of the drafting
committee of Indian Constitution Ambedkar
and one of the RSS Sarsanghchalk, K.
Sudarshan. Ambedkar burnt the Manusmiriti
and drafted the Indian Constitution. RSS
Chief went on the label Indian Constitution as
being based on Western Values and need to
bring Indian Constitution based on Indian
Holy book!

Ram Puniyani
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Justice for Those Who Clean the Nation

THE ASIAN INDEPENDENT UK-

On 28th December, 2024, Saturday, more than
hundreds of manual scavengers engaged in
sewers and septic tank workers, and several
families of the victims who had died in the line
of duty on the practice of manual scavengers
gathered for the public hearing conducted by
the Dalit Adivasi Shakti Adhikar Manch along
with various organisations and unions at the
Constitution Club of India, New Delhi. The
public hearing was attended by various promi-
nent activists from civil rights bodies, academi-
cians, and advocates.

Despite being outlawed, the practice of manu-
al scavenging continues to claim the lives of
sewer workers across India. The purpose of the
public hearing was to provide a platform to
hear the plight of families of the victims who
lost their lives while cleaning the sewer and
septic tanks and those who are still engaged in
the obnoxious occupation and how the system
responds to their issues. The victims’ families,
experts, and advocates came together and
demanded systemic reforms and better
enforcement of law.

In the beginning, one of the workers high-
lighted the grim reality faced by sewer and sep-
tic tank workers, noting the high number of
fatalities in the sector and the low conviction
rates for negligence cases. Referring to the
judgement of the Supreme Court that
mandated 330 lakhs for fatalities and 20 lakhs
for permanent disabilities, the workers
demanded the judgement must be implement-
ed. Another worker pointed out glaring lapses
in the implementation of law and policy.
Similarly, one of the workers explained the
importance of public hearings as a tool to
amplify the voices of manual scavengers and
urged collective action to eliminate the stigma
surrounding the occupation.

The DJB sewer workers shared their struggle
against contractualization and their efforts to
unionise, which led to the filing of a petition in
the Delhi High Court and the reinstatement of
some workers. They shared how the removal
from their job took away bread from their
plates, and the level of precarity seemed like
another COVID wave. Their entire one year
was full of struggle to demand justice.

Several families of sewer workers shared their
grief and systemic failure faced in the process
of seeking justice, such as being asked for mul-
tiple documents for receiving even the interim
compensation. In 2018, Soni lost her husband,
along with four fellow workers, who were the
sole breadwinners of the families. In spite of

being daily wage labourers, not manual scav-

engers, they were forced to enter the sewer.
This led to the death of three workers, but her
husband survived. Over the years, Soni’s hus-
band’s health failed as he contracted different
ailments related to inhaling the toxic gases; ulti-
mately, he succumbed in 2024. She received no
compensation. Jai Narayan, brother of a victim,
highlighted how two workers, including his
brother, Ajay, lost their lives while cleaning a
septic tank at a private residence in Old Jasola
Village, Sarita Vihar, in May 2024. The family
has not received compensation so far and has
faced bureaucratic hurdles in accessing jus-
tice. While Brijpal’s 19-year-old son,
employed as a housekeeping
employee, was coerced into
cleaning a septic tank without
any safety measures, result-
ing in his death. Rajo Ji
lost two of her sons while
cleaning a septic tank.
Rajo Ji said, I have been
left with nothing, and I
am shattered because of
the sudden death of my
Sons.

The jury members of the
public hearing were:

Adv. Harnam  Singh,
Former Chairman of the Delhi
Safai
Karamcharis and ex-chairman of

Commission for
the Monitoring Committee, Delhi High
Court

Vinod Kumar, Professor of Law and Director,
Centre for Human Rights and Subaltern
Studies at NLU Delhi

Shweta Tripathi, Executive Director, SRUTI
(Society for Rural, Urban, and Tribal
Initiatives)

Adv. Naresh Bansal, Delhi High Court

Hemlata Kansotia, National Campaign for
Dignity and Rights of Sewerage and Allied
Workers

Meanwhile, at the end of the public hear-
ing, the jury members presented their rec-
ommendations and observations. Below are
the recommendations:

Principal employer liability fixed—JE and
AE, etc., must be criminalised. The nodal offi-
cer (DM, Commissioner, or Collector) must be
penalised. Liability should be assured of that in
whose premises the incident takes place, and
the concerned authority should take the cases
seriously.

In injury cases, the job should be provided,
and mandated compensation of 20 lakhs
should be given to the victim on an interim

basis.

FIR should be taken as proof of death under all
such cases, and there should be no need for a
certificate.

Interim compensation in the form of immedi-
ate ex gratia should be provided within 15
days, and final compensation should be given
within 6 months by fast-track courts.

A Standing Monitoring Committee under the
Supreme Court must be constituted with more

than 50% rep-

resen-

tation of SC/ST
and minority groups, and adequate infrastruc-
ture must be provided for its continued func-
tioning. NSKFDC should also be made repre-
sentative in the same way.

Mechanisation of sewer cleaning must be
done in a time-bound manner by the Delhi gov-
ernment. Blacklisted companies should not be
allowed to work for five years, and law should
be enforced against them. Machines should be
given to the families who have lost their mem-
bers in the line of duty.

Labour contracts must be given in writing
properly, and making it easier to track the
worker, equipment, and training should be
included within the contract.

Only trained workers should be allowed to
work, not the ones who don’t have any training.

Fast-track court and streamlining of the cases
to be done quickly, and there should be imme-
diate accountability, and compensation should
be provided within a time frame.

In fast-track courts, the culprits should be

penalized within 6 months.

Ex-gratia payment should be given, and the
child’s education of the victim should be
ensured through pre-matric scholarship, and
there should be collaboration by NSKFDC
with schools to provide education for the chil-
dren of manual scavengers. The FD should be
fixed for children till 18 years.

The compensation should be linked with exist-

ing government schemes.

The current law of manual scavenging and the

Supreme Court’s order should be amended,

and there should be full-swing implementation

of the laws and provisions. 30 lakhs compen-
sation law should be amended and should
be treated as a government employee.

The death cases should be taken as
criminal offences, and liability and

\ accountability should be a must.

.“l The contractual sewer workers
should be permanent and on
payroll and taken as essential
work.

There should be minimum

wages as per the law.

The contractual sewer workers
should be considered as skilled
labour, not unskilled, as they per-
/' form hazardous and dangerous jobs.

There should be a survey by the dis-
trict magistrate against DICCI compa-
nies, and the existing families involved in
sewer and septic tank work should be turned
into a cooperative, and they should be empow-
ered, and machinery should be provided.
Organised by: Dalit Adivasi Shakti
Adhikar Manch (DASAM) | Delhi Jal
Board Sewer Department Mazdoor
Sangathan | Nagar Nikay Karamchari
Sangh (Uttar Pradesh) | All DJB Employees
Welfare Association | Jal Mal Kaamgaar
Sangharsh Morcha | Municipal Workers
Lal Jhanda Union (CITU) | Delhi Jal Board
Karamchari Union | Institute for
Democracy and Sustainability (IDS) |
People’s Resource Centre (PRC) | Sewerage
and Allied Workers Forum (SSKM) |
Peoples Media Advocacy & Resource
Centre (PMARC) | Magadh Foundation |
Indian Sanitation Studies Collective (ISSC)
For more details, please contact +91
8491052270 or +91 7065721374.

In solidarity

Sanjeev Kumar
Dalit Adivasi Shakti
Adhikar Manch (DASAM)
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Who is in favor and who is against Dr Ambedkar’s thoughts?

The Asian Independent, UK-Dr
Ambedkar, a principal architect of
Indian constitution is a great son of
India who never yielded to political or
religious or social pressure of
Brahmins despite insurmountable hur-
dles & sharp criticism. The world
knows about Dr. Ambedkar's outstand-
ing contributions for Indian society as a
whole. Hardly any author who wants to
make authentic research into Indian
society can omit the name of Dr
Ambedkar and his great achievements.
Dr. Ambedkar is a shining star in the
galaxy of academicians, scholars all
over the world.

Amit Shah, Home  Minister,
Government of India made a derogato-
ry remark against Dr. Ambedkar in the
Parliament of India. Is it an accidental
or a calculated move? Dalits across
India are demanding an apology from
Amit Shah. Dalits are seen protesting
in front of Indian High Commissions
abroad against Amit Shah and demand-
ing apology and resignation. Will he
do, or will he succumb to the pressure
is not yet known?

Both national political parties are seen
blaming each other in respect of Dr.
Ambedkar. A comparison must be held
in terms of who is what.

Gandhi, the backbone of Indian
National Congress (INC) launched the
All-India Anti- Untouchability League
in 1932 to eradicate Untouchability in
India but no such movement was
launched by BJP/RSS in India.

In Comparison to the Indian National
Congress, the Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP) is a master party in appropriating
Dr Ambedkar. Where Congress party
left behind there BJP tried to win hearts
of the Dalits. It is a fact that the
Congress party did not come forward
to honor places where Dr Ambedkar
studied and lived. For example,
London House where Dr Ambedkar
stayed in 1921-22 for higher studies
was purchased by the government of
Maharashtra (BJP Government), in
2015. Similarly, The Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi inaugurated the “Dr.
Ambedkar  National =~ Memorial
(DANM)” at 26, Alipore Road, Delhi
in 2018 at the place of
Mahaparinirvana of Dr. Ambedkar. The
memorial is dedicated to the life and
contributions of Dr. Ambedkar, the
principal architect of the Constitution
of India.

Not only this, the Congress Party left
clothes of Dr. Ambedkar unattended at
Chaitya Bhoomi, Nagpur, Maharashtra
and later these clothes were worn out.

These historical places deserve proper
recognition 1n memory of Dr
Ambedkar but the Congress Party
ignored it despite nationwide agita-
tions.

On the other side, the RSS/BJP weak-
ened SCs/ST s Act which protects the
life and property of SCs/STS. After
2014, violence against the Dalits
increased manifold despite tall promis-
es by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Marriage processions of Dalits are dis-
turbed by Upper Caste Hindus. Dalit
Bride and Bridegrooms are openly
beaten and insulted under the nose of
the BJP government in Uttar Pradesh
and other BJP ruled states.

The BJP wants to enforce
‘Manusmriti’, in Ambedkar's word a
Code of Laws, and is aggressively try-
ing to implement it. The proposal to
teach Manusmriti to law students of
Delhi University by the BJP; Uttar
Pradesh ~ Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath has directed officials to ini-
tiate steps to produce, process and
brand cow-urine and cow-dung for
consumers.

The BJP associated authors have been
penning down anti-Ambedkar books.
Arun Shourie, former Minister in the
BJP government wrote ‘Worshipping
False Gods: Ambedkar, and the facts
which has been erased’ in 1997. The
Gujarat BJP government banned the
book ‘Rashtriya Mahapurush Bharat
Ratna Dr B R Ambedkar, written in
Gujarati by Dalit Scholar (P.A.
Parmar), which was distributed to stu-
dents of Class VI-VIII in government
primary schools across the state.
Bharatiya Janata Party member of par-
liament (MP) from Karnataka, Anant

Kumar Hedge has said that the Indian
constitution needs to be changed ‘to
save our religion. Since 2014, the RSS,
the backbone of the BJP, in a secret
manner, has been making rock-hard
efforts to annihilate ‘Reservation’,
shows the mind -set of the BJP. Over
all these actions by BJP MPs, scholars
and activists, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi remains silent.

On the other hand, the quota of
‘Reservation’ in government services
has actually been cut down by the
NDA government since 2014. In com-
parison to Congress, the BJP is swiftly
moving to privatization where a large
chunk of Dalits would remain unfit for
skilled employment either due to lack
of technical education or having out-
dated education.

Atrticle 25: It imparts freedom of con-
science and free profession, practice
and propagation of religion. Article 26:
It gives freedom to manage religious
affairs. Article 27: It sets freedom as to
payment of taxes for promotion of any
particular religion. The BJP is anti-
freedom of religion. Since 2003, the
BJP government in Gujarat has had a
law pertaining to punishment for
forcible conversions. The law, also
dubbed the anti-love -Jihad law, has
provisions penalizing for forcible or
fraudulent religious conversions
through marriage. In Goa under the
BJP government a law is made saying
that a Hindu man to marry once again
if his wife does not conceive a child by
the age of 21 or a male child by the age
of 30. On the other hand, Muslims who
register their marriages in Goa are pro-
hibited from engaging in polygamy and
triple talaq.

Vandalization of Dr Ambedkar statues
by Upper Caste Hindus are common
affairs in India. Despite complaints by
the Dalits, the BJP has not made any
law that can punish the miscreants and
stop it permanently. During Christmas
celebrations it is often observed that the
members of Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) are found disrupting the
Christmas celebrations. Recently, the
Nallepilly incident in Kerala shows the
true character of Hindu outfits.

Annihilation of Reservation, imple-
mentation of Manusmriti and anti-
Ambedkar books and pushing privati-
zation are some of the diabolical deeds
of the BJP hence one can safely say that
the BJP is , in true sense, an anti-Dalit,
anti- Constitution and anti-democratic,
anti -scientific political party in India.

The ruling as well as the opposition
are equally responsible for the social
and economic conditions of the mar-
ginalized minorities in India. Both do
not want to empower Dalits, Muslims,
Christians and Sikhs. Both want reli-
gious minorities in thrall. Both are
against the thoughts and genuine prin-
ciples of Dr Ambedkar. Both are two
sides of the same coin.

The chanting of the name of Dr
Ambedkar and displaying pictures for
both the political parties have become
unavoidable. Both understand that
without talking about Baba Saheb Dr.
Ambedkar it is difficult to capture
political power. This fatal strategy on
behalf of the BJP, and the Congress
party is not understood by the majority
of the Dalits. The Dalits running politi-
cal parties including the BSP are just
ragdolls in the hands of these two
national political parties.

The sooner it is learnt the better it
would be for their welfare. The Dalits
need to protect the legacy of their icons
and to teach their children. Dr
Ambedkar said, “Self-help is the best
help”. Therefore, the Dalits need to
believe in their strength and work for
their own upliftment.

Dr. Rahul Kumar
Balley, MA, PhD
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India’s Dark Side: How BJP’s Hate
Propaganda is Dividing the Nation

THE ASIAN
INDEPENDENT UK-

In recent years, the Indian
Republic has increasingly
felt the oppressive shadow of
the ruling party, the BJP,
which has transformed the
nation into a breeding
ground for divisive rhetoric
and communal hatred.

On Tuesday, 17th December
2024, during a session in the
Rajya Sabha, Shri Amit
Shah, Union Home Minister,
made remarks about Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar that
triggered widespread outrage
and condemnation. He said
in Hindi,

“Abhi ek fashion ho gaya hai
— Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar. Itna
naam agar bhagwan ka lete
to saat janmon tak swarg mil

jata”
Translated: It has become a
fashion to invoke

Ambedkar’s name repeated-
ly. Had they taken God’s
name so often, they would
have secured a place in heav-
en for seven lifetimes.

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, the
chief architect of the Indian
Constitution and a symbol of
social justice, i1s revered
across the political spectrum,
particularly among the so-
called Dalit communities.
Shah’s comments were per-
ceived as dismissive and
derogatory, igniting a nation-
al debate.

Dalit organizations and polit-
ical parties of varying shades

nationwide organised
protests,

expressing deep hurt and
anger over Shah’s remarks.
Many viewed his statements
as not just an attack on Dr
Ambedkar’s ideology but
also a deliberate affront to
the Dalit community and
egalitarian forces in the
country.

This incident is not an isolat-
ed one. Amit Shah has a long
history of making controver-
sial and inflammatory state-
ments and is part of a broad-
er strategy to polarise the
electorate along religious
and caste lines. One of his
most infamous remarks
came in the context of illegal
whom  he
referred to as “termites.”
Shah declared that a
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government would “pick up
infiltrators one by one and
throw them into the Bay of
Bengal,” a statement that
was widely condemned for
its dehumanising tone.

immigrants,

During the 2023 Karnataka §
Legislative Assembly elec- |
warned that |

tions, Shah
Karnataka would witness a
surge in communal riots if
the Congress came to power.
Such fear- mongering rheto-
ric 1s not new to Shah, who
has often employed it during
election campaigns to gal-
vanise the BJP’s core voter
base. While politically expe-
dient, these statements have
serious social repercussions,
as they exacerbate commu-
nal tensions and undermine
the principles of unity and

harmony.
Polarisation and Its
Impact on Society
Shah’s speeches contribute

Sat Pal Muman

significantly to the growing
polarisation in Indian society
under the BJP-RSS hegemo-
ny. He reinforces existing
divisions by targeting specif-
ic communities and political
opponents with inflammato-
ry rhetoric and creates new
fault lines. His statements
often align with the BJP’s
broader Hindutva agenda,

which marginalises minority
groups and challenges
India’s secular framework.
Shah’s rhetoric on illegal
immigration demonised
Muslim communities, partic-
ularly those from
Bangladesh. This fuelled
anti-immigrant sentiments,
leading to an increase in hate
crimes and discrimination.
Similarly, his remarks on
political opponents often
involve personal attacks and
unsubstantiated allegations,
which lower the level of pub-
lic discourse and shift the
focus away from substantive
policy debates.

The normalisation of hate
speech in political discourse
is one of the most troubling
consequences not only of
Shah’s rhetoric but also of
BJP-led politicians. When a
senior leader like the union
Home Minister or the Prime
Minister uses divisive lan-
guage, it sets a dangerous

precedent. Other politicians
and public figures feel
emboldened to adopt similar
tactics, leading to a cascade
of hate speech incidents.
This trend is particularly evi-
dent during election periods,
where the frequency and
intensity of such statements
increase significantly.
Undermining Democratic
Values
India’s democracy is built on
inclusivity, diversity, and
respect for dissent. Shah’s
speeches, however, often
challenge these principles.
By promoting divisive narra-
tives and targeting minority
groups, he undermines the
democratic ethos of equality
and fraternity enshrined in
the Indian Constitution. His
rhetoric also erodes trust in
democratic institutions, cre-
ating an atmosphere of fear
and suspicion.
Shah’s speeches impact
beyond the immediate politi-
cal context. They shape pub-
lic opinion and influence
societal attitudes, often in
ways that are detrimental to
social cohesion. For exam-
ple, his portrayal of illegal
immigrants as a threat to
national security fosters
xenophobia and intolerance.
Similarly, his attacks on
political opponents
tribute to the growing polari-
sation of political discourse,
where constructive dialogue
is replaced by acrimony and
hostility.
Moreover, Shah’s rhetoric

con-

has implications for India’s
continue page 20
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international image. As the world’s largest democracy,
India is often seen as a model of pluralism and diversi-
ty. However, the rise of divisive politics and hate
speech tarnishes this image and raises questions about
the country’s commitment to democratic values.
International human rights organisations have frequent-
ly criticised the Indian government for its handling of
communal tensions and its perceived failure to protect
minority rights.

The Role of Media and Public Reaction
The media plays a crucial role in amplifying the impact
of Shah’s speeches. While some outlets criticise his
rhetoric and highlight its divisive nature, others align
with the BJP’s narrative and defend his statements. This
polarisation in media coverage further complicates the
public’s perception of Shah’s speeches. Supporters
view him as a strong leader who speaks the truth, but he
is a demagogue who prioritises political gains over
social harmony.
Public reactions to Shah’s speeches are similarly divid-
ed. His supporters often rally around him, interpreting
his statements as a defence of national interests and a
critique of political opponents. On the other hand, civil
society organisations express alarm at the divisive
nature of his rhetoric, warning of its long-term implica-
tions for India’s social fabric and democratic institu-
tions.
The Need for Accountability
In a democracy, leaders bear a responsibility to uphold
the values of inclusivity and respect.
Shah’s speeches, however, often fall short of this stan-
dard. While political rhetoric is inevitable in election
campaigns, it should not come at the cost of societal
harmony and democratic principles. There is a pressing
need for accountability, both within the BJP and in the
broader political landscape, to ensure that divisive and
hate-filled rhetoric is not normalised.
Civil society organisations, the media, and the judiciary
have a critical role to play in this regard. By holding
leaders accountable for their statements and fostering a
culture of constructive dialogue, they can help mitigate
the impact of divisive rhetoric. Public awareness and
civic engagement are equally important, as an informed
and active citizenry is the best defence against the ero-
sion of democratic values. Unfortunately, the main-
stream media has developed a bias and curry favour
with BJP political leaders.

Hate Speeches by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister of India and the
most prominent leader of the BJP is also guilty of divi-
sive and polarising speeches. While his supporters
often laud Modi as a strong and visionary leader, his
rhetoric has sparked controversy and contributed to
societal tensions in many instances.

One of the earliest and most contentious incidents in
Modi’s political career was his role during the 2002
Gujarat riots, which occurred when he was the Chief
Minister of the state. Although Modi has consistently
denied wrongdoing, his remarks were scrutinised dur-
ing and after the riots. For instance, his statement that

the government’s handling of the violence was akin to

the reaction of a driver when a car accident occurs (“If
someone else is driving a car and we are sitting behind,
and a puppy comes under the wheel, will it be painful
or not?”’) was widely criticised for its insensitivity.
During the 2014 general elections, Modi’s campaign
speeches frequently targeted the Congress party and
minority communities. He coined the term “Shahzada”
to mock Rahul Gandhi, often linking the Congress’s
alleged corruption with the privileges of dynasty poli-
tics. While his critique of the Congress party’s gover-
nance is a legitimate political strategy, some of his
remarks veered into communal territory, drawing sharp
criticism from civil society and opposition leaders.
Another controversial instance occurred in 2019, dur-
ing the Lok Sabha elections, when Modi referred to a
Congress candidate as being “proud of being a
Muslim.” While the statement may seem innocuous on
the surface, it was perceived as an attempt to create a
narrative of “us versus them” by subtly questioning the
loyalty of Indian Muslims. Such rhetoric aligns with the
BJP’s broader Hindutva ideology, marginalising minor-
ity communities.

Modi’s remarks on Pakistan and terrorism exacerbated
communal tensions. His frequent references to the
Congress as “pro-Pakistan” and his suggestion that
opposition parties were aligning with India’s enemies
to undermine national security fostered a climate of
suspicion and division. These statements, while res-
onating with the BJP’s core voter base, contribute to the
vilification of specific communities and individuals.
Perhaps the most troubling aspect of Modi’s rhetoric is
the lack of condemnation and silence for hate speech
and violence by BJP leaders and supporters. For
instance, during the 2020 Delhi riots, Modi’s delayed
response and silence on inflammatory speeches by BJP
leaders were widely criticized. Similarly, BJP leaders
are engaged in Polarisation and dividing the people. We
have numerous instances of rises in communal violence
and tension under the BJP regime. Modi deliberately
stays silent. Violence in Manipur is a glaring example,
but numerous other incidents exist.

Media’s Role in Distorting Dr Ambedkar’s Ideas
Dr Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Indian
Constitution and a stalwart of social justice, holds an
unparalleled position in Indian political and intellectual
history.

The Indian media has played a contentious role in shap-
ing the public perception of Dr Ambedkar’s legacy,
often distorting his ideas to suit contemporary political
narratives. Dr Ambedkar, a fierce critic of both
Hinduism and Islam, wrote extensively about the
oppressive practices within these religions. However,
media outlets aligned with BJP-RSS ideology have fre-
quently highlighted his critique of Islam while down-
playing or ignoring his scathing analysis of Hinduism,
particularly Caste and Untouchability.

Selective Emphasis on Dr Ambedkar’s Critique of

Islam

A recurring pattern in Indian media coverage has been
the selective amplification of Dr Ambedkar’s critique

of Islam while systematically downplaying or ignoring

his analysis of Hinduism. Dr Ambedkar’s book
Pakistan or the Partition of India includes a critical
examination of Islam’s social structure and political
implications, especially in the context of partition.
These sections are frequently highlighted by right-lean-
ing media outlets to bolster narratives that portray Islam

as incompatible with modernity or secular democracy.

However, this selective emphasis distorts Dr
Ambedkar’s broader intellectual project.

Dr Ambedkar’s primary focus was dismantling caste
hierarchies and critiquing the Hindu social order that
perpetuated untouchability and systemic oppression of
Dalits. His seminal work, The Annihilation of Caste, is
a scathing indictment of Brahminical Hinduism and its
foundational role in maintaining caste discrimination.
Yet, this aspect of Dr Ambedkar’s work is often side-
lined or sanitised in media discussions, particularly by
platforms sympathetic to the Hindutva agenda.

Media Downplaying Dr Ambedkar’s Critique of
Hinduism

Dr Ambedkar’s critique of Hinduism, particularly its
caste system, remains one of his work’s most profound
and radical aspects. In The Annihilation of Caste, he
argues that Hinduism’s core doctrines are inherently
unequal and that true social reform requires a complete
overhaul of its religious and social structures. He also
rejected calls for merely reforming Hinduism, instead
advocating for a complete rejection of the religion in
favour of a more egalitarian faith, which ultimately led
to his conversion to Buddhism.

Despite the depth and significance of these cri-
tiques, media coverage often marginalises them.
When Dr Ambedkar is discussed in the context of caste,
his views are frequently diluted or presented in a way
that avoids offending dominant caste groups. For
instance, mainstream media often celebrates Dr
Ambedkar as the “Father of the Constitution” while
glossing over his role as a revolutionary thinker who

challenged the Hindu social order.

The media’s reluctance to engage with Dr Ambedkar’s
critique of Hinduism reflects its broader discomfort
with addressing caste as a systemic issue. Instead of
fostering a nuanced understanding of Dr Ambedkar’s
ideas, media narratives often reduce him to a symbol of
Dalit identity politics, stripping his work of its transfor-
mative potential.

The Political Motivations Behind Media Narratives
The selective portrayal of Dr Ambedkar’s ideas aligns
with the broader political objectives of various factions
within India. The ruling BJP, which espouses a
Hindutva ideology, has sought to appropriate Dr
Ambedkar as a nationalist icon while downplaying his
critique of Hinduism.

Media outlets aligned with the BJP’s narrative amplify
Dr Ambedkar’s critique of Islam to support policies like
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), the abrogation
of Article 370, and now public discourse on the
Uniform Civil Code, framing them as necessary meas-
ures against perceived threats from Muslim communi-

ties.

This selective appropriation serves dual purposes. First,
it allows the BJP to position itself as a champion of
Dalit rights despite its alignment with a Hindutva ide-
ology that Dr Ambedkar vehemently opposed. Second,
it diverts attention from Dr Ambedkar’s warnings about
the dangers of majoritarianism and the need for secu-
larism, which are increasingly relevant in contemporary
Indian politics.

Impact on Public Perception
The media’s distortion of Dr Ambedkar’s ideas has sig-
nificant implications for public perception. By selec-
tively highlighting certain aspects of his work while
ignoring others, the media creates a fragmented and
skewed understanding of Dr Ambedkar’s legacy. This,
in turn, influences how Dr Ambedkar is perceived and
appropriated in political and social discourse.
Dr Ambedkar symbolises resistance and empowerment
for many Dalits and marginalised communities.
However, the media’s portrayal often reduces him to a
figure of historical significance rather than a contempo-
rary thinker whose ideas remain relevant to ongoing
struggles for social justice. This de-politicisation of Dr
Ambedkar’s legacy weakens the transformative poten-
tial of his work and limits its applicability to contem-
porary challenges.

Shri Amit Shah Must Resign
Reflecting on Amit Shah’s above remarks on Dr
Ambedkar, “Abhi ek fashion ho gaya hai— Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar,
Ambedkar, Ambedkar. Itna naam agar bhagwan ka lete
to saat janmon tak swarg mil jata,” we point out that it’s
not a question of ‘fashion’ but of Passion. This passion
imbibes a spirited commitment amongst his followers
to defend and protect the rights of vulnerable and mar-
ginalised communities so they may live with decency
and self-respect.
Dr Ambedkar did not believe in heaven after death but
in a heaven on earth, which he championed to create.
The current nasty political atmosphere created by BJP
ideologues in the wake of Shah’s reckless remarks
requires a period of calm reflection to avoid divisive
politics. No party can govern forever. All empires ulti-
mately crash and fall. No leader is immune or immor-
tal. The moral fibre and conscience of the nation ulti-
mately determine a leader’s legacy. The current politi-
cal leaders are mere dwarfs compared to the legacy of
Dr Ambedkar.
Shah’s hateful persona and demeanour are born out of
arrogance and contempt for the “other” based on
Hindutva ideology. Therefore, Shah’s position as Union
Home Minister is untenable and not conducive to the
public good.
Shah must publicly apologise for his remarks on Dr
Ambedkar, or he should resign from his position as

Union Minister.

-Sat Pal Muman
Ambedkar International Mission,
London 22nd December 2024
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Dr. Manmohan Singh was an exceptional
person, rare in this world.

(Asian independent) Dr.
Manmohan Singh, who held the posi-
tion of Prime Minister of India from
2004 to 2014, died on Thursday at the
age of 92.

Dr. Manmohan Singh was an
extraordinary individual, the sort that
seldom graces this world. Individuals
who remain focused on their respon-
sibilities and diligently pursue their
tasks without seeking recognition
often find that success and respect
come to them effortlessly, much like
a river flowing toward its destination.
He was soft-spoken and mild-man-
nered, a Sikh, which is a rare thing to
come by.

He was the most hardworking, ded-
icated, and honest PM India ever had.
Even the opposition party praised
him for his honesty.

Besides that, he was the prime min-
ister who significantly altered the dis-
course surrounding development in
India. He surpassed all other prime
ministers in fulfilling election com-
mitments. He kept every promise he
made.

He ensured that work, food, and
education are rights, making the
development needs of the common
person independent of the whims
of the powerful. He didn’t rely on
the trickle-down effect. Inclusive
growth should be a steady, reliable
strategy, not just a response to
favourable circumstances. We
should treat it with the same
urgency as defence spending.

Despite  occasionally —seeming
somewhat awkward, his self-confi-
dence was notably high. In a speech
delivered around 2008-09, he
claimed that India would attain a dou-
ble-digit growth rate despite the eco-
nomic downturn. Furthermore, we
anticipate that this phase of econom-
ic decline will have limited effects on
India. Ultimately, we confirmed the
precision of the data.

Indeed, with the time, complaints
arise about his failure to confront the
Gandhi family. Why would he do
that? Manmohan did not win any

elections and was prime minister

solely because of Sonia Gandhi’s
influence. As a PM, he tackled vari-
ous issues in India and successfully
made changes despite his limited
authority. He didn’t care about the
self-serving ambition of portraying
himself as a strong leader like Modi,
as that would put personal image
above national interests. Dr. Singh
placed the nation first. Manmohan
exhibited humility and expressed
gratitude for the opportunity he had
received. That’s why Obama held
him in high regard and respected him
deeply.

Dr. Singh was passionate about eco-
nomics, mastering it to tackle devel-
opment and inclusive growth chal-
lenges globally. He never expressed
any interest in a position. He
achieved everything an exceptionally
driven person desires or can accom-
plish.

In conclusion, Manmohan can be
regarded as a forward-thinking leader
within the political landscape, and
India reaped the rewards of his guid-
ance.

Singh was the sharpest Indian prime
minister ever. He led possibly the

most corrupt government in Indian
history, yet he still managed to main-
tain his reputation.

Manmohan Singh’s first term ran
well. Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s admin-
istration performed significant
work, and Manmohan Singh, a
pragmatic and excellent economist,
maintained those efforts. India
gained from the judgment.
Carrying on someone’s job does
not need much intelligence, yet it
was nonetheless critical to India’s
prosperity. The administration
then used digitization and other
smart initiatives. The stock market
fared well.

During his time as prime minister of
India Between 1991 and 2010,
India’s growth resulted in the third-
largest GDP in the world. Millions of
jobs were created, and millions of
people were lifted out of poverty.

It was heartbreaking to witness a
representative of this courageous
race, elected to the highest position in
the nation, be reduced to following
instructions from someone unworthy
of tying his shoelaces.

Dr. Singh held almost all major
positions in the management of eco-

nomic issues in the country, working
in the finance ministry as a chief eco-
nomic advisor, as deputy chairman of
the Planning Commission, as RBI
governor, and then as finance minis-
ter. He possesses a comprehensive
understanding of the economy and
bureaucracy. He brought all this
wealth of experience to PM’s posi-
tion.

He did his best with all the con-
straints put on him. To put it simply,
some other person, any politician,
would not have survived even for a
couple of years heading such coali-
tions (except perhaps PVNR &
Vajpayee).

As PM, he had to handle various
parties, administer the coalition gov-
ernment, and persuade Congress
head Sonia Gandhi of every govern-
ment move. He maintained 8% GDP
during UPA-2. He struck a nuclear
agreement with the US despite left
parties’ withdrawal and the BJP’s
vehement opposition.

During his tenure as Prime Minister
of India, he navigated the challenges
posed by the 2008 economic crisis,
the peak prices of crude oil, and the
emergence of the Anna movement in

the country. He submitted an RTI
application to India. Aadhar consti-
tuted his initiative. The launch of
Mangalyaan occurred during his
tenure. While one may hold various
opinions regarding MNREGA, it is
important to acknowledge that it has
provided essential support for the
livelihoods of many impoverished
individuals.

He experienced significant poverty
during his childhood, yet he refrained
from sharing this information with
others, unlike those who frequently
boast about their circumstances. One
might engage in criticism or even
abuse toward him, yet it is worth con-
sidering the implications of applying
the same scrutiny to the current Prime
Minister. Dr. Singh exhibited humili-
ty rather than weakness. His silence
was valuable. He performed signifi-
cantly better than any prime minister
would have in comparable circum-
stances.

During his final press conference as
prime minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh
expressed his belief that history
would ultimately be more favourable
toward him. He suggested that future
assessments would be more positive
than the public perception he faced
during the UPA 2 era, a time when he
was often the subject of jokes among
the Indian populace. Historically,
Sonia Gandhi may be held account-
able for the shortcomings of the UPA
Government, while Dr. Manmohan
Singh may receive recognition for the
positive outcomes achieved during
that period. I began the discussion by
asserting that Dr. Manmohan Singh
was the most intelligent Prime
Minister in history.

By: Surjit Singh Flora
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